
TOP LEFT: A beautiful arrangement by 
Magenta Flowers in Burlington tops the 
dining room table. TOP RIGHT: Cool neutrals 
create a lovely backdrop for entertaining in 
the living room. ABOVE LEFT: A comfortable 
seating area is strategically arranged to 
allow the family to enjoy the fireplace and the 
built-in entertainment centre. ABOVE RIGHT: 
Beautiful millwork frames the doorways in 
the traditional, centre-hall layout. RIGHT: 
The cottage-in-the-city feeling of the exterior 
blends seamlessly into the mature landscape.
OPPOSITE: A vibrant pop of red in the 
artwork and an interesting chandelier are 
focal points in the dining room.

TTree-lined Gloucester Street, part of my walking group’s 
regular route, boasts many exquisite properties. One in particular has always 
stood out. It’s a slate-coloured, multi-windowed, clapboard-and-shingle 
beauty on a wide, shady lot. It’s understated yet elegant. You probably have a 
similar home in your area  – the one you would trade yours for in a heartbeat. 
The one you linger in front of just a few seconds longer than necessary. When 
I was invited to tour this special home, they didn’t have to ask twice! 

The homeowners, Margaret and Andrew Evangelista, commissioned 
David Small Designs to plan this custom build for their busy family, so 
my first step was to explore David’s website. Posted there was a quote 
that caught my attention: “Be so good they can’t ignore you.” This quip, 
attributed to comedian Steve Martin, reminded me of the house – so 
attractive it can’t be overlooked, even nestled amongst the crème de la 
crème of southeast Oakville.

The interior is as lovely as the exterior, thanks to the skills of Oakville 
designer, Danielle Fernald of Danielle Fernald Design. The foyer 
immediately speaks volumes, with its oversized custom mahogany entry 
door, Rocky Mountain entry grip from Oakville Fine Hardware Inc., 
polished pulpis grey marble flooring from Ciot, refined custom millwork, 
and a gorgeous sightline to the expansive outdoor living space at the rear.

David points out that the layout, a traditional centre-hall style with the 
dining and living rooms flanking the foyer, lends the house the formality 
that Margaret and Andrew sought. “That, in addition to the oversize 
width of the home, gave it all the presence they wanted. From there I could 
really work on making it casual and lifestyle-friendly without running the 
risk of losing the formality.” 

The dining room’s focal point is an extraordinary crystal chandelier 
with a silver and gold patina from Supreme Lighting & Electrical Supply 
Ltd. It blends harmoniously with the fabrics on the Elte chairs, and provides 
a striking contrast to the vibrant painting. Anchored by a white fireplace 
with a brick herringbone inlay, the living room features furnishings from 
Cocoon in silvery-grey tones and opens onto a gallery-like corridor. 

With three active children, the Evangelistas appreciate that David 
designed their home with a casual side, especially evident in the great 
room. Danielle contributed to the functionality of the space by selecting 
hard-wearing white oak flooring, durable furnishings from Cocoon, and 
maximizing storage. The oversize cherry mantel features the same stone 
used on the foyer floor, although here it’s honed. Continued on page 24
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The kitchen provides the family with a beautiful yet usable space. “This 
isn’t one of those kitchens that doesn’t get used,” says Danielle. “This family 
is cooking all the time. The kids get a hot homemade breakfast every day, 
and even Andrew is a great cook!” She stresses that every square inch of 
space was used. “We went so far as to move windows and bump out walls 
to get everything in and provide Andrew with the extra-wide working zone 
he wanted around the island.” On the practical side, there are Caesarstone 
countertops and easy-to-clean glass tile on the backsplash. A little bling 
is provided by the Schonbek crystal lighting. Emperador marble tops the 
island, and doorways are framed by cabinetry that’s illuminated at night.

Another casual feature that the family loves is the large, inviting 
outdoor living space. “The best device for integrating the formality of a 

home and the rest of the outdoor amenities is a covered porch,” advises 
David. “This one has a cooking area, dining area, multiple sitting areas, a 
built-in fireplace, and it really has a resort feel.” No matter which area one 
chooses to relax in, the gorgeous garden and pool are in view. 

Margaret credits Gary van Eijk at Uncommon Ground Design 
Group Inc. for the spectacular landscaping. “We managed the installation 
of a number of landscape and garden elements and improvements,” says 
Gary. “The largest undertaking was the redesign of the backyard to meet 
the demands of an active family lifestyle on a piece of property that was 
not conducive to recreation.” Gary’s designs incorporate low maintenance 
plant material with colour and texture for four-season appeal. The result 
is a practical and beautiful space the family can enjoy.

RIGHT: The large island provides lots 
of space to prep meals or grab a quick 
snack. BELOW: A butler’s pantry 
connects the kitchen to the dining room. 
OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Uncommon 
Ground added a variety of landscape 
elements to create a stunning backyard 
oasis. TOP RIGHT: A Muskoka room, 
complete with seating areas, a fireplace 
and a built-in barbecue bring the 
indoors out. BOTTOM: The kitchen is 
beautiful and functional with clean white 
cabinetry, sparkling chandeliers and a 
cosy window seat and rustic dining table.

Continued on page 26
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Back inside, the upper level juxtaposes formal and casual elements. 
The master bedroom features carpet and linens by Elte and furniture by 
Cocoon. The soft tones in the artwork, river rock in the fireplace and the 
dreamy patterns cast overhead by a unique lighting fixture contribute to 
its Zen feel. The en suite – huge, luxurious and functional – boasts custom 
cabinets, Ciot tile, and fixtures by Taps.

There’s still much more to the 7,600 sq. ft. home. A stylish home office 
features an original painting by Anthony Hopkins. The lower level is chock-
full of living space, including a modern guest suite. A grand staircase by 
Roes Stair Company Inc. is enclosed with incredible wrap-around windows 
that span the entire stairwell as one goes from the first to second floor.

I confessed to Margaret that my walking group has a little house-crush 
on her place, and my friends want to know which space in this beautiful 
home is her favourite. “When I walk around the house there’s nothing I 
look at and think, ‘That was a big mistake,’ or ‘I wouldn’t do that again.’ I 
really love being in every room. I can’t pick a favourite.” 

I’d have to agree, each and every room is too good to be ignored!  OH

TOP LEFT: A furniture-style vanity and built-ins create 
beautiful storage solutions. TOP RIGHT: The cabinet-style 
tub surround provides an integrated look. ABOVE: Luxuries 
in the master bedroom include dark wood and silk drapes. 
LEFT: Fresh hues of blue are a fun addition to a girl’s room.
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