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Your vision is our blueprint,
you fill in the blanks

5-2450 DUNWIN DRIVE, MISSISSAUGA, ONTARIO
TELEPHONE: 905-607-6254

www.makiconstruction.ca

D E S I G N  |  B U I L D  |  R E N O VA T E

Maki Construction F16_ad.indd   1 16-08-23   4:22 PM

1545 Cornwall Road, Unit 48 Oakville, ON  L6H 0B2 • Tel: 905.842.0080 • www.ParkynDesign.com

Space Planning • Kitchen & Bath Designs • Ceiling & Lighting • Tile & Floor Finishes • Furniture • Window & Wall Treatments



Paint Like No Other™ 

Our most premium paint, engineered to deliver unrivalled 
colour quality and exceptional coverage in fewer coats. 

Brilliant, Rich, 
Everlasting Colour

© 2016 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Green Promise and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks, and Colour Lock and Paint like no other are trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. 

Visit us today: 

Retailer Name 
Address 1 
Address 2 
Phone Number 
Website 

LOGO Painters Place   478 Dundas St., W., Oakville   905-257-2061
Paintscapes West   28-511 Maple Grove Dr., Oakville   905-339-2002

Custom soft window treatments part of our Inspired Drapes™ collection from Budget Blinds®- Add 
a touch of sophisticated elegance in classic styles. Complete the look with our stunning drapery 
hardware collection and custom blinds, shades or shutters. FREE In-home Consultation*

WWW.BUDGETBLINDS.COM

Burlington
905-484-3372

Milton / North Oakville
647-409-9770

Your Style
Consultant will

explore styles and
colors with you.

Our expert
measuring ensures

the perfect fit.

Best warranty
in the industry.

Professional
installation means
you don’t have to

lift a finger.



crescent hill gallery Open Daily.
2575 Dundas Street West

Mississauga, Ontario
Toll Free: 1.866.288.6088
www.crescenthill.com

Original Fine Art - Framing - At Home & Office Consultations
 Professional Installation - Worldwide Delivery

  Annual Fall Group Show            November 12th - December 19th 
   Opening Night Reception            Nov. 12th from 6 - 9pm

upcoming fall exhibits

Victor Tkachenko

Maya EventovEmilija Pasagic

Aleksandra

Rozenvain Collective Show       October 15th - November 8th 
    Reception with Michael Rozenvain  Oct. 15th from 2 - 6pm H
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www.tileit.ca 

4060 Fairview Street
Burlington

905.632.8066

3727 Hwy # 6
Mount Hope

905.679.5669

www.sedgwickmarshall.com
905.287.5591

Whether renovating a century home, building an 
addition or a new custom build, Sedgwick Marshall 
work with their team of trades to design the home of 

your dreams from start to finish.
 

Sedgwick Marshall pride themselves in providing their 
clients with quality and service they can trust.

905.849.9329
Visit Our Showroom:

#20-427 Speers Road, Oakville | www.maksiron.ca

Specializing in Hand Forged Iron Art
Interior/Exterior Railings • Gates & Fences

Balconies & Door Screens • Furniture & Accessories

Where Imagination Blends with Craftsmanship 
Unique Masterpieces are Created

MAKS Iron Art
Maks General Contracting Ltd.

Family Owned & Operated For Over 35 Years 
Readers Choice Award Winner Past 20 Years 

Specializing In Modern & Traditional Fiberglass Doors & Windows

Looking for Modern or Traditional Front Doors or Windows? 
We have You Covered.

905.333.4044

Visit Our Showroom:
4280 Harvester Rd. Unit 3-4, 

Burlington, ON, L7L 5Z5

Soapstone
Countertops, Sinks and Tiles

WWW.GREENSVILLESOAPSTONE.COM

VISIT OUR 
SHOWROOM 

AND STONEYARD

4450 Corporate Drive, Unit 2, Burlington ON (QEW & Appleby Line)
Monday - Friday: By Appointment | Saturday & Sunday: 10am - 4pm

1888-95-STONE | 1-888-957-8663

give

vol
unteer

charity
joy

Like a beautifully 
wrapped Christmas gift, 
each of the homes on the 34th annual holiday house tour 
of distinctive homes promises to delight and surprise. Three homes in 
Burlington and Ancaster have been expertly renovated and exquisitely decorated so, 

as you shall learn as you walk through the doors, the best is yet to come...

november 11-13, 2016
tickets & event details:

www.holidayhousetour.ca
or call 289.337.9526

tickets on sale October 1

sponsored, in part, by

34th Annual

of Distinctive Hom�

34th Annual

of Distinctive Hom�

holiday
house tour

JUNIOR LEAGUE OF
HAMILTON-BURLINGTON
Women building better communities®

Tour fabulous hom� �of�sionally dec�ated f� the holidays! Get great ren�ation and 
f�tive dec�ating ideas, dine at a discount, and m�e!

www.juniorleague.ca



OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC:

	 REGIONAL PUBLISHER	 Jamie Jefferson, 705.445.5065 x211
		  jamie.jefferson@ourhomes.ca

		  Georgette McCulloch
		  georgette.mcculloch@ourhomes.ca

	 REGIONAL MANAGING EDITOR	 Gina Makkar
		  gina.makkar@ourhomes.ca

	 REGIONAL PRODUCTION MANAGER	 Tracy Shuttleworth
		  tracy.shuttleworth@ourhomes.ca

	 NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER	 Jennifer Moore 
		  jennifer.moore@ourhomes.ca 
		  office: 905.332.5220, cell: 905.320.7818

Advertisements and the content, including photos, of advertisements published within OUR HOMES 
magazine are supplied solely by the advertiser and neither the publisher nor OUR HOMES Media 

Group Inc. accept responsibility for opinions expressed in advertisements or for copyright issues with 
regards to photos, advertising copy and advertisements, nor shall they be held liable thereby. By act 

of reading this publication, all advertisers and readers agree to indemnify and hold harmless both 
OUR HOMES Media Group Inc., and the publisher thereby. Copyright ©2016 OUR HOMES Media 

Group Inc. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is prohibited.

OUR HOMES CAN BE FOUND IN THE FOLLOWING MARKETS:

Barrie • Durham Region • Grey Bruce • Hamilton • London  
• Mississauga • Muskoka • Niagara • Oakville/Burlington/Milton  

• Ottawa • Peterborough • Southern Georgian Bay • Region of Waterloo  
• Wellington County/Orangeville/Caledon • Windsor • York Region

OUR HOMES is a registered trademark of OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC. 
OUR HOMES Oakville Burlington Milton is published four times a year..

OUR HOMES is distributed to residents of Oakville, Burlington & Milton via direct delivery. 
Copies of OUR HOMES are available for free pick up at high traffic locations throughout the 

region. OUR HOMES is distributed to select business leaders via direct mail.

Please send all letters and/or feedback to OUR HOMES Magazine,  
25 Elgin St., Collingwood, ON  L9Y 3L6. Or email us at editor@ourhomes.ca.  

All letters received are subject to editing for grammar and length.

C O N T R I B U T O R S

Brandon Barre, Sheila Britton, Tara Chattell, Paul Chmielowiec, Diana Dunnell,  
Walter Franczyk, Jackie Glass, Jason Hartog, Gillian Jackson, Gina Makkar,  

Georgette McCulloch, Jenelle McCulloch, Barbara Nyke, Erin Pepler, Dolores Pian, 
Melanie Rekola, Yanic Simard, Joyce Turner-Gionet, Miro Zagneli

E D I T O R I A L

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Georgette McCulloch
georgette.mcculloch@ourhomes.ca

ASSOCIATE & WEB EDITOR Laurel Fortin
laurel.fortin@ourhomes.ca

MANAGING EDITORS Nancy Belgue,  
Adrienne Brown, Laurel Fortin,  

Walter Franczyk, Mary Hatt, Sarah Hoy,  
Gina Makkar, Tiffany Mayer,  

Georgette McCulloch, Annette McLeod, 
Melissa North, Jennifer Schleich

A R T

ART DIRECTOR Tara Chattell
tara.chattell@ourhomes.ca

ASSOCIATE ART DIRECTORS

Sheila Britton, Robynne Sangiuliano

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY Jason Hartog
jason.hartog@ourhomes.ca

P R O D U C T I O N

PRODUCTION DIRECTOR Lynn Derrick
lynn.derrick@ourhomes.ca

PRODUCTION MANAGERS  
Julia Dempsey, Kelly Donaldson, 

Marilyn Reid, Abby Reynolds,  
Tracy Shuttleworth

O P E R AT I O N S

MANAGING DIRECTOR, SALES & MARKETING 
Jamie Jefferson

jamie.jefferson@ourhomes.ca

MANAGING DIRECTOR, OPERATIONS  
Georgette McCulloch

georgette.mcculloch@ourhomes.ca

DIRECTOR OF BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Christine Puma
christine.puma@ourhomes.ca

NATIONAL SALES DIRECTOR

Amanda Newell
amanda.newell@ourhomes.ca

ACCOUNTING Donna Duggan 
donna.duggan@ourhomes.ca

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT Lisa Merrell
lisa.merrell@ourhomes.ca

453 Brant St, Burlington ON L7R 2G3
darrenss@structuredcreations.com

Visit Our Website to See a Wide Selection of Before and Afters of 
Renovations and Additions, New Homes, Cottages and Interiors.

[ www.structuredcreations.com ]

416.204.0351

It moves your shades, so you don’t have to.
INTRODUCING POWERVIEW™ MOTORIZATION FROM HUNTER DOUGLAS.

A remarkable new system that automatically moves your shades throughout the day, according  

to your schedule and activities. Just program your personalized settings with your smart phone  

or tablet, and let PowerView do the rest.* You can even activate a pre-programmed setting with  

a touch of our brilliantly designed PowerView Pebble™ Scene Controller. How smart—intelligent  

shades that simplify your life. To see PowerView in motion, contact us today.

The PowerView Pebble is available in seven colors.

Morning 
Sunshine

Afternoon 
Cool Down

*The PowerView App and additional equipment required for programmed operation. © 2015 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

PowerView™ Motorization

Visit Our Showroom 

4280 HARVESTER ROAD, BURLINGTON

Hours of Operation: 

Monday – Friday 10-5, Saturday 10-4

905.336.5341
www.blindadvantage.ca



WWHEN YOU’RE 
LOOKING FOR A 
PLACE TO LIVE, 
you’re not just looking 
at buying a home, 
you’re becoming part 
of a neighbourhood, 
and not all 
neighbourhoods are 
created equal. 

When we first 
bought into the Alton 
Village community, 
an enclave of homes in 
north Burlington, all 
I knew was that we 

were buying into the appeal of a family-friendly neighbourhood. 
Over the last five years, I’ve grown to love my ’hood for many 

reasons. It’s a place where kids play in front yards, and people get out 
and get to know each other and help each other. 

Some days, hubby and I will go for a stroll down the block, family 
in tow, and end up at an impromptu neighbourhood gathering on 
the sidewalk. Kids and dogs run and play as the adults chat and 
catch up. I love this. It’s one of my favourite things about where we 
live. You can’t plan it, but it’s a sense of community that happens 
organically over time. 

Sure, like any ’hood, nothing is perfect. But here’s what I do know. 
It’s a place where girls’ nights happen on a whim. Where a neighbour 
will help push your car out of the snow or mow your lawn. It’s where 
the annual Victoria Day weekend community fireworks have become a 
tradition. (Thanks Jacques Gauthier!) Where someone will pick your 
child up off the sidewalk when he’s skinned a knee. It’s where people 
show up for tree planting events, shovels in hand. Where neighbours 
drop off warm biscuits or a handful of peppers straight from the garden. 
It’s where an annual street party sponsored by local businesses brings 
food, fun and community together to fundraise for Team Diabetes 
Canada. (Thanks Mark Adams!) It’s book clubs, card games and 
outdoor movie nights. It’s this and much, much more. 

This issue, I’m excited to be profiling two homes from my very 
own community. The area is steeped in history, and one home 
feature highlights how the community began, while the other 
highlights how the story continues. What inspires your sense of 
community? Happy fall!

Gina Makkar, Managing Editor
gina.makkar@ourhomes.ca

 Follow us @OurHomesMag

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

www.gasparrohomes.com

Turn Your Vision into Reality.

4361 Harvester Rd, Burlington (Between Appleby Line and Walkers Line)   905-639-5122   www.doorwayinc.ca 

Visit our showroom to see our stained fiberglass doors!

Quality Doors & Windows

599 Third Line   |   Oakville, Ontario    |   905-827-4611   |   www.oakvillekitchencentre.com

cgsolidwoodfurniture.com

SOLID WOOD
FURNITURE CO.

Styles to Suit Every Room and Every Home.

434 Beaverdale Rd., Cambridge 

519.658.2540
40 Bruce St. S., Thornbury  

226.665.8000

Local    Quality Craftsmanship
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INFORMATION & DESIGN CENTRE
3480 FAIRVIEW ST., BURLINGTON   |   CandM.ca

Start Fresh with a
Custom Kitchen

OR OR

1 2
ReStyle your

Existing Cabinets 

3

Simply ReDoor 
(DIY options available)

C U S T O M  K I T C H E N S

An Updated Kitchen is 
a LifeS� le Improvement
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Brand new decorated  
models open daily:

12 Amberdale, New Hamburg
12:00 - 5:00pm

stonecroftsales@careyhomes.ca   
519.662.6621 or toll free  
at 1.866.278.7577

Visit stonecroftoffer.ca for  
a special bonus offer

Open-concept bungalow designs priced from the mid $400’s

Waterloo Region’s #1 Adult Lifestyle Community

Waterloo Region’s #1 Adult Lifestyle Community

There’s more to 

life at Stonecroft

• 18,000 square foot recreation centre 

• Built with integrity and quality

• 4 ponds and 5kms of landscaped trails within the community

• Over 40 organized activities

Whether you enjoy cooking classes, billiards, cards, 
swimming or golf and fitness, there’s no shortage of clubs 
and groups for you to join in this one-of-a-kind community.

Designed with your lifestyle in mind, Stonecroft highlights 
and offers some of the best things that life has to offer.
Visit us today and see for yourself!

Lead an Eventful Lifestyle

Active LivingSocial LivingStylish Living

Make sure to address structural issues and all possible moisture 
issues. Hire a contractor who knows all about basements.

I prefer to add radiant floor heat. If not the whole floor, then in the 
washroom or spa area. When your tootsies are warm, then the rest of 
you will feel warm, cosy and pampered.

Lighting
The trick is to find light fixtures and bulbs that spread light in all 
directions, filling surfaces with light and minimizing harsh shadows to 
help decrease the cave-like effect.

Choose a warm colour temperature of 2700 kelvin (K) or 3000K. 
Bluish light of 4000K is cool and will feel fridge-like and not 
somewhere you’d like to hang out, especially in the winter.

Use different sources of lighting throughout the space such as lamps 
and LED strips in built-in shelving.  

Décor & Design
Raise sofas and other large pieces of furniture off of 
the floor. Your eye travels underneath furniture 
on raised legs, keeping the look light and airy.  

Use lighter colours and textures as a focal 
point for emphasis and drama.

Don’t place a television over a fireplace. 
Together they are visually overwhelming. 

Flooring
Make sure to use a modular flooring system. Should water damage 
occur, pieces can be popped out of place and new product installed 
easily. Large rolled goods such as carpet or linoleum should be 
avoided. When wet, mould and mildew occur. 

I’ve had a lot of success with carpet tile over plywood. Carpet 
tile acts as an insulator. It’s removable, easily cleaned and easily 
re-installed.

Your options for flooring are: porcelain or marble tile, or vinyl or 
laminate planks. Engineered hardwood is debatable, but plank 
flooring is your best bet. 

Fixing up the basement will add much happiness to you and your 
home. What is your Lower Level Fantasy?  OH

Gone are the days of low-ceilinged unfinished basements that smell of 
mould and mildew; meagre places to do laundry and store sports gear 
and Christmas decorations.

Now that fixer-uppers in some cities are going for a million dollars 
or more, spending $100,000 to $150,000 doesn’t sound unreasonable 
to reclaim existing space. Basement renos are a lot cheaper than an 
addition and much easier than an attic.

In posh neighbourhoods with historical designation and 
height restrictions, contractors are now digging deep to create 
spaces three or four levels below ground, so that they can house 
bowling alleys, Olympic-size pools – you name it, just dig it. Called 
“iceberg” architecture, what you see above ground is just the tip of 
what lies below.

For regular folks, the new-found square footage becomes a fantasy 
space. When all the necessary rooms for daily living are accounted for 
above ground, the basement becomes a space where your imagination 
can run wild.  

That’s when I dub basements “The Lower Level Retreat.” With 
a shift in name comes a shift in thinking about the space and its 
possibilities and functions.

These spaces can house entertainment centres with large 
50- to 60-inch televisions, sizes that would normally dominate a 
regular living area.

For the practically minded, extra storage room is always welcome 
and if you’re going to have a laundry room, then why not add a little 
panache. The ultimate home office can double as a guest room when 
grandma and grandpa come to visit.

Other leisure lair spaces include wine cellars, spa retreats that 
double as doggie grooming centres with heated floors, therapeutic 
pools for athletic injuries or music studios. The possibilities are endless.

How do you design a livable, lovable space that feels warm and 
cosy? Let’s start with the basics:

Planning 
Open plan seems to work best. If you need to enclose spaces for 
privacy, then make the walls moveable, to enclose or open a space 
as required.

Building
Ideally, a finished eight-foot ceiling suits everyone best. Remember 
that recessed pot lights, flooring and under-floor infrastructure all 
reduce available height.

LOWER 
LEVELS
NOT THE DUNGEONS 
THEY USED TO BE

Interior Designer Dolores Pian 
shares her ideas.

1. ARTEMIDE: EN-EL Hoshigame Table Lamp  2. CASA LIFE: Henley Chair in Vanderbilt Teal 
Ultrasuede  3. CASA LIFE: Tam-Tam Tables  4. FLOR: Lacebark Carpet Tile in Jade  5. MILLET: Shaker 
Doors  6. EQ3: Pouf in Grey  7. BENJAMIN MOORE: Paint

Doors with a 
clean prof ile 
complete the look.

Custom cabinetry 
keeps wires hidden 
but accessible.1

5

3

4

6

7

WhiteDown
(CC-50)

CloudWhite
(CC-40)

Tranquillity
(AF-490)

PHOTO: MIRO ZAGNELI

2

LowerLevels.indd   gutter 2016-08-16   11:47 AM

Craftsmanship Quality Wood Windows & Doors

Simply...masterpieces

Serving the Golden Horseshoe 
...Since 1976

Quality • Service • Installations  

HOMEComfort

Proud Distributor of  
Martin Windows & Doors 

Visit our Showroom 

qsiwindows.com 

1.866.575.8078

 MADE IN 
CANADA

QSI_S16_Half.indd   1 2016-08-12   8:59 AM
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1  BENJAMIN MOORE PAINT

Fall Tones
Warm up your walls with Majestic Violet 
(2068-10), Blue Veil (875) or Gray Timber 
Wolf (2126-50). Available at Benjamin Moore 
locations, find one near you. 

benjaminmoore.ca

2  HERITAGE LIFESTYLE HOME 
FURNISHINGS

Circular Table
Add a little industrial chic to your dining 
space. The iron base adds striking visual 
interest, and the rustic circular table top 
adds warmth and dimension. 

4205 Fairview St., Burlington 
905.634.5298 | heritagefurniture.ca

3  MY BACK SHED

Art Blocks
Each art block is hand crafted using 
traditional plastering techniques applied to 
multiple layers of wood. Great as a gift, or 
collect and enjoy for years to come. 

2359 Lakeshore Rd. W., Oakville 
905.847.2922 | mybackshed.com

4  SWISS INTERIORS

Occasional Chair 
Cosy up with a twist on the classic wing back 
chair. The soft grey colour, clean lines, curved 
back and subtle stitching details make 
it a transitional piece that can be placed 
anywhere. 

217 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville 
905.844.3530 | swissinteriors.com

5  FINE OAK THINGS

Chest
Maximize organization and storage space 
with the chateau mule chest. Made of maple 
and stained a rich toasted pecan, it’s a 
beautiful and functional piece. 

43 Main St. S, Milton 
905.854.0649 | fineoakthings.com

6  BUDGET BLINDS OF BURLINGTON 

Transition Shades
Stylish and functional, light-filtering fabrics 
allow natural light to stream through while 
maintaining privacy. Pair with decorative 
drapery panels to add beauty and elegance. 
This mobile business brings the options to 
your doorstep.

905.484.3372 | 647.409.9770 
budgetblinds.com/burlington  OH

Though gorgeous year-round, these 
selections will add warmth to your 
indoor space this autumn season. 

PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOGFALL 
INTOStyle

Majestic Violet (2068-10)

Blue Veil (875)

Gray Timber Wolf  
(2126-50)
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A FRESH START
No matter your design past, 
you can start fresh with the 
ultimate haute palette: clean 
shades of white and grey. Using 
one all-over colour to treat 
your walls, trim and ceiling 
gives that sleek Parisian 
air, connects your spaces 
and helps visually erase any 
imperfections. Try CIL’s faintly 
grey Dove White (10BB 83/020), 
or Crisp Linen White (61YY 89/040) for a 
trendy yet classic hint-of-cream look. 

INHERIT CULTURE
A millionaire’s estate isn’t built in a day 
and it usually carries a sense of history. 
Vintage items contrast the sharpness of 
new finds, so look to vintage shops for 
great deals on pieces with some worn-in 
character. Try an old wooden chair as a 
bedside table or a salvaged sideboard as 
a vanity or storage cabinet. Mix heirlooms 
and old books into shelving displays to 
play history against the now.

IT JUST  Looks
EXPENSIVE
STORY YANIC SIMARD   |   PHOTOGRAPHY GILLIAN JACKSON

Craving that never-look-at-
the-price-tag style? The look 
of luxe is actually more about 
high-end taste than unlimited 
money, and with a few guiding 
principles anyone can get 
millionaire décor – even on a 
“first job” budget. Read on for 
my favourite tips for living the 
design high life.PH
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“Having draperies 
properly fitted makes a 
huge visual difference.”

CIL:
Crisp Linen White

CIL:
Dove White

ItJustLooksExpensive.indd   2 2016-07-19   1:20 PM

Continued on page 22

905.844.3530
217 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville

www.swissinteriors.com

Proudly Supporting Canadian Manufacturers
Four Floors of Furniture

As an interior design lover and True Colour Expert™, my 
passion is to make the world a more beautiful place by 

inspiring you to change your home into a sanctuary 
reflecting your style and unique personality.

905.484.0279
www.liviadrennan.com

20  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 6

design ideas



DRAMATIC 
INDULGENCES
If you never indulge, you won’t truly love 
anything in your space. Basing the design 
around one or two splurge pieces will give 
a visual centre and draw attention from 
the “save” pieces. An eye-catching light 
(like a stunning mini-chandelier pendant) 
is a great place to splurge, as it’s a natural 
draw for the eye that can be enjoyed from 
all angles. 

SECRET DEALS
Trading off the splurges with smart save 
pieces is just good business. Avoid cheap 
substitutes that will look fake or break 
down quickly; choose inexpensive classics 
instead. Try plain, white porcelain subway 
tile for a timeless look in baths and 
kitchens, minimalist vanity cabinets from 
big box stores (you can always customize 
with a great faucet), and mismatched 
pillows from off-price resellers or 
vintage shops.

THINK BIG
A few statement pieces can do a lot more 
talking than an extensive collection of 
clutter. Choose upgrades like oversize 
lampshades, large frames (with wide 
matting) or big, art-student canvases 
or prints, vast rugs (in plain Berber 
to balance the budget). Extend your 
trim (like baseboards or window trim) 
by adding strips of plain half-round or 
quarter-round to the edges to create the 
illusion of rich elaborate moulding. Then 
skip the small knick-knacks that bring 
down the look.

INVEST IN METALS
Combining elements of gold or warm 
brass with elements of silver and crisp 
aluminum gives a hint of Art Deco appeal 
(think Great Gatsby) and lets you add 
drama without committing to any one 
trend. Add metallic candle sticks, picture 
frames, dining chairs (great for indoor/
outdoor flexibility), lamps, side tables 
and/or sculptural objets.

save
IKEA: Godmorgon / 
Odensvik Sink Cabinet

splurge 
JONATHAN ADLER: 
Vienna Pendant in Brass

splurge
AQUABRASS:  Cut Single-
Hole Lavatory Faucet

FEEL THE LUXURY
Your eyes aren’t the only way you connect 
with your space; a millionaire’s interior is a 
feast for all senses, especially touch. Plush 
materials will give both physical and visual 
texture, so include elements like wool 
throw blankets, shearling or Mongolian fur 
pillows, velvets, linens or heavy jute. Treat 
yourself to an irresistibly-scented candle 
from an aspirational store. Layering on 
accents like these builds up a feeling of 
wealth and can be done over time.

GROW ACCUSTOMED
There are some areas where it’s worth it to 
invest in custom details. Having draperies 
properly fitted (especially a full wall floor-
to-ceiling) makes a huge visual difference 
versus letting them drag or hang short, so 
consider splurging on custom panels or 
having packaged curtains hemmed. 

BE A BOSS
A millionaire isn’t shy about getting 
their way. Know what you want in your 
décor and make sure to be upfront 
with contractors or installers to get the 
details right (like installing flooring in 
a chevron pattern to add style). Don’t 
be afraid to buck trends and make a 
personal statement. After all, it’s you who 
should love your home the most – you’ve 
earned it.  OH

Plush materials, like 
velvets, add physical 
and visual texture.

ItJustLooksExpensive.indd   3 2016-07-19   1:20 PM
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  Consigning

427 Speers Road, Oakville ON 289.837.3800 • 40 Engelhard Drive, Aurora ON 905.503.9400 •  272 Ottawa Street N., Hamilton ON 905.543.8000

fabulous home furnishings 
and decor

shop, sell or both At The Millionaire’s Daughter we specialize in marketing your mid-high end furniture! 
We typically sell the equivalent of 7 homes of furniture a week . Our fabulous website is testimony to our outstanding service.

For inFormation on buying or Consigning visit us in-store or online at: 
themillionairesdaughter.com

The largesT chain of consignmenT sTores in onTario, wiTh pickup and delivery ThroughouT The gTa

905.864.0808
6649 Regional Road 25, Milton, ON L9T 2X5

Kitchens • Bathrooms • Additions • New Home Build • Hardwood • Tiles 
Carpet • Natural Stone • Stone Veneer • Granite & Quartz Counter Tops

www.idealhomedesign.ca

DESIGNED WITH PASSION • BUILT WITH PRIDE

22  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 6

design ideas



Myth 8:
Bees sting 
unprovoked 
Reality: Flowering plant materials are 
fine poolside choices. Just because you 
have more skin showing does not make 
your chances of being stung any greater, 
though flailing around wildly will increase 
the likelihood! Stay calm and learn to 
enjoy and respect bees. 

Myth 9:
Overwatering  
isn’t harmful 
Reality: All new plantings require water to 
establish, yet overwatering quickly drowns 
plants. Stick your finger in the soil. If you 
feel moisture, don’t water. Plant roots 
require gaseous exchange for survival and 
need to dry out a bit between waterings 
to accommodate this.

Myth 10:
Vines are bad for 
intact brickwork  
and woodwork
Reality: Current studies show vines such 
as ivy act as a thermal blanket, warming 
up walls by 15 per cent in cold weather 
and offer a cooling effect in hot weather 
by 36 per cent. Plus they look gorgeous! 
But take care to keep vines out of 
windows and soffits. 

Myth 11:
Landscape designers 
are landscape 
architects or  
garden designers 
Reality: Landscape designers approach 
design as a whole, including pool, patios 
and outdoor living spaces, trees and 
gardens, lighting and even outdoor 
furniture and accessories. Think of us as 
exterior designers.  OH

Myth 2:
Garden lines have  
to be curvaceous 
Reality: Some spaces don’t have the room 
to accommodate the serpentine lines loved 
by many. Sometimes straight lines just work 
better and can be equally striking. 

Myth 3:
Existing garden soil 
needs cultivation 
Reality: Cultivation of the earth around 
existing perennials and shrubs breaks their 
vital hair roots, thus injuring the plant.

Myth 4: 
Gardens are  
a lot of work
Reality: Start gardens with a thick layer 
of good quality soil with additional 
bonemeal supplement. Spread a good 
layer of mulch yearly to retard weeds 
and keep moisture in. Do this and a 
garden will need little weeding and may 
never need fertilization or supplemental 
watering after establishment. How’s that 
for low maintenance? 

Myth 5:
Vegetable gardens  
are an eyesore
Reality: Veggie garden placement counts. 
Raised planter boxes add definition and 
look great flanking a path. Edibles such as 
leaf lettuce have lovely foliage and many 
food plants sport pretty blossoms.

Myth 6:
Containers are  
only for annuals
Reality: Many trees and shrubs can live 
in pots for years. They need less care and 
watering plus offer a bigger bang for your 
buck than a typical annual display. For 
example, a $20 Curly Willow shrub can 
survive for years in a large pot, has amazing 
form and makes a bold statement. Compare 
that with what you spend on annual displays. 

Myth 7:
Trees stop growing
Reality: Trees don’t reach a certain height 
then suddenly stop growing. Some trees 
do have shorter or slimmer habits that suit 
smaller spaces.

weeding out
THE GARDEN MYTHS

As a landscape designer and certified horticulturalist, I come 
across a lot of misconceptions when it comes to gardening. 

STORY AND PHOTOS MELANIE REKOLA

Myth 1:
Cedar trees 
attract mosquitoes
Reality: In nature, cedar grows 
in moist soil, which mosquitoes 
adore. It’s not actually the cedar 
that attracts them, though 
mosquitoes are attracted to 
shaded environments of any type. 

WeedingOutTheGardenMyths.indd   2 2016-08-23   8:59 AM
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Invest in Quality! 
Not in Mass Production

Reupholstering • Headboards • Refinishing 
Designer Fabrics • Throw Pillows

242 Kerr St., Oakville, ON
P: 905.842.2778 F: 905.842.4617
njeffers@jensoupholstery.com
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AfterBefore

COMING SOON
UK DESIGNER FABRIC LINE TIMOROUS BEASTIES 

www.timorousbeasties.com

TURNING DREAMS INTO REALITY www.unitedlumber.ca
Barrie

705.726.8132
520 Bayfield St. N.

 

Bolton
905.857.6970
12833 Hwy 50 S.
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905.873.8007

333 Guelph St.
 

United Truss – Innisfil
705.436.3425
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A professional stager can identify areas of the home that need 
attention and can make recommendations about paint colours, 
furniture placement and styling. 

A stager can suggest what a home needs to suit the market. “If you’re 
living in the Beaches in Toronto the way that you would stage your 
home would be totally different than a condo in downtown Toronto. 
You have to know who your market is,” she explains.

First-time home sellers typically own a small starter home and want to 
move to a larger house, more suitable for family needs.

Fred Aitken, a broker with Royal LePage Lakes of Muskoka Realty, 
suggests sellers first think about where they’d like to move. “Check 
with your bank to make sure you’re in a position to buy and sell,” says 
Aitken, who’s been selling houses for 24 years.

Prospective sellers must have their financial house in order if they 
plan to buy another home. A lender will consider car payments, old 
student loans, credit card debts and whether the family has children 
attending college or university when it assesses someone’s finances. A 
lender can determine if it’s possible to buy a new house before selling the 
old one. And it may provide the bridge financing to make that possible.

Trying to sell a home on the same date you move into a new one is 
not easy in today’s market, says Aitken. Getting the selling and buying 
dates to coincide is complicated. “You can get them close but to get it all 
on the same day is very difficult,” he says.

After securing financing, the next step is to find a real estate agent. 
“Personal referrals are a good thing,” says Aitken. “The best way to pick 
a real estate agent is a referral from a family member or a friend.”

Ask to see the real estate agent’s track record – statistics 
that show how successful the agent has been. Find out what the 
realtor’s game plan for selling your home will be. Make sure you’re 
comfortable with your choice of agent because selling your home is a 
working relationship.

Preparing a home for sale takes time, effort and skill. Laura Willis, 
a designer and stager, says hiring a stager to prepare a property is 
well worth the money. “A lot of people who have lived in their home 
for even two or three years get used to it the way it is and they can’t 
be objective. They can’t look at it through a buyer’s eyes,” says Willis, 
whose company Refresh also offers sourcing, colour consultations and 
pre-construction advice.

SELLING WITH 
CERTAINTY
TIPS FOR FIRST-TIME HOME SELLERS

STORY WALTER FRANCZYK
ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

Moving house has often been touted as an 
adventure, but homeowners prefer certainty 

when selling a home for the first time.

Edit
The first step in preparing a home for sale is editing – removing 
items that a homeowner doesn’t like or that don’t complement 
the home. “Get rid of it or put it in storage,” says Laura Willis, a 
designer and stager. 

Fix
After thoroughly cleaning the house, determine if it needs 
structural or cosmetic improvements. Ensure all DIY projects are 
complete and good quality. “Nobody wants to buy somebody 
else’s headaches,” says Realtor Fred Aitken. “If there’s something 
wrong, you need to address it. That’s the bottom line.”

Pick A Colour
Consider the furniture and wall colours. Could someone else 
imagine themselves in your home? “HGTV has made it so that 
everyone walking into a house thinks it should be perfect for 
them to move in,” says Willis. “They have trouble seeing past 
what the original homeowner has in their home. They want it to 
be perfect. ‘I can move in. I don’t have to do anything.’” Avoid 
loud wall colours in favour of neutrals, but not so neutral that the 
home looks boring.

Take Pro Photos
As the Internet is the first place many prospective buyers look 
when searching for a home, professional online photographs are 
essential to selling a home. Photos taken with a cell phone won’t 
do a house justice. “I had a professional do the last home that we 
sold,” explains Willis. “We thought our home was spectacular, 
but when we saw what she did, it was amazing.”

Fluff Outside
Prospective buyers who have seen a house they like on 
the Internet will usually drive by to look at the place before 
contacting a realtor. Curb appeal, a tidy yard and attractive 
landscaping can help prompt a sale.

Open Your House
Open houses for sales agents will familiarize them with your 
home. Agents with prospective buyers can immediately contact 
them. Public open houses should be held within two days of the 
house going up for sale, Aitken says.

The main lesson in first time home selling is to do 
your homework.  OH

For Sale

HOW TO PREPARE YOUR HOME FOR SALE:

SellingWithCertainty.indd   gutter 2016-07-19   12:59 PM

2359 Lakeshore Road West Oakville, Ontario
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STORY JOYCE TURNER-GIONET  |  PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

Continued on page 31

ALTON VILLAGE GGhostly apparitions floating in the centre 
gable’s elliptical cathedral window. A root 
cellar where the sound of dragging chains can 
be heard on stormy nights. An 1830s cast-iron 
front doorbell that rings at odd moments. Tiny 
original cupboards, built into walls, low to 
the ground, hiding shocking secrets from the 
past. Of course, we’re totally kidding!

BELOW: Ken and Kate White stand by the original front door. RIGHT: Beautifully 
preserved, the 1830s home was able to remain in its original location. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: An old photo captures the farmhouse in days gone by. 

historic home
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ABOVE: The original bell tower looks right at home within the addition and the garage. Cedar shakes tie the original  
home and the addition together. BOTTOM LEFT: Shutters were painted a heritage green to honour the home’s original time period.  

BOTTOM RIGHT: The home’s columns and trellis work provide distinctive curb appeal.

We hate to disappoint those of you who 
crave a good ghost story, but according to 
homeowners Kate and Ken White, things 
are fairly quiet at the historic Thomas Alton 
Farmstead in Alton Village. However, the 
property is not without its stories. Legend 
has it that during the 1837 Upper Canada 
Rebellion, William Lyon Mackenzie King 
took refuge at the farmhouse while fleeing 
from colonial officers. Thomas Alton and his 
neighbours, guns in hand, fended off tories 
who were searching for Mackenzie. 

Thomas Alton arrived in Nelson Township 
in 1819 and soon caught the eye of Charlotte 
Cleaver, whose father, John Cleaver had won 
200 acres of land in the 1806 land lottery 
of Nelson Township (present day Dundas 
Street, Walker’s Line and No. 1 Sideroad). 
They married in 1822, and Thomas was able 
to purchase land from his father-in-law in 
the 1830s. The Alton farmhouse was built 
in stages, evidenced by two courses of brick 
walls; the first runs down the centre of the 
house. This was typical for the era, families 
added on as money and time allowed. 
Although there is no official record or 
cornerstone to corroborate the build date, 
Kate’s research suggests the Cleaver/Altons 
started the house in the 1830s and finished 
it sometime between 1857 and 1863. Thomas 
and Charlotte had a staggering number of 
children – 16 in total.

ABOVE: Furnishings, like the 
harvest table, help preserve 
the home’s period feel. LEFT: 
The modern kitchen meets 
farmhouse with a brick-style 
backsplash and antique-
washed cabinetry.

Continued on page 32

The original f ireplace 
stil l warms the main 
f loor on a cold evening.
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The inspiration behind the naming of 
the village has never been clarified, but 
considering the sheer number of Altons and 
Alton descendants in the area, Alton Village 
seems to be an appropriate choice. 

In 2006, Mattamy Homes broke ground on 
the modern Alton Village community. The old 
farmhouse was part of the land tract. During 
development, century homes are typically 
put on a trailer and moved to a new location. 
Not this one. It sits exactly where it sat in the 
1800s – formerly 4059 Dundas Street, now 
3215 Settlement Court – Mattamy simply built 
the pretty little village of Alton around it. The 
property received official heritage designation 
in 2007 when it was purchased by Alan and 
Janea VanderGaag, who spent countless hours 
restoring it, culminating in a restoration 
heritage award in 2009.

Excerpts from Alton Heritage House 
Restoration journal read, “The farmhouse derives 
its historical value through its association with the 19th 
century agricultural development and settlement of 
Nelson Township… an excellent example of a 1.5 storey 
three-bay Ontario vernacular farmhouse with both 
Regency and Gothic elements (modified L-plan). The 
red Flemish bond brick building with brick voussoirs 
and stone sills has a low-pitched roof with a centre 
gable and slightly projecting eaves… The main central 
entrance has a flat transom with moulded wood 
trim… Wood brackets with drop pendants support a 
boxed cornice…”

Very few major structural changes were 
made to the house before Kate and Ken moved 
in, with the exception of the original summer 
kitchen, which was torn down to allow for an 
addition that included a bathroom/laundry 
room, office and double-car garage. Walls 
were taken down in the kitchen to create 
a great room. The north stairway leading 
to the attic (housekeeper’s quarters) was 
reconfigured. As Ken says, “the home’s original 
footprint hasn’t changed, space is simply 
used differently.” Wood trim and front and 
rear wood-burning fireplaces are all original. 
Most doors are painted and a few display dark 
mahogany inlay work. All doors retain their 
original hardware.

“People think owning a home with a 
heritage designation means things must stay 
exactly the same, but that’s not quite true,” 
says Kate. You keep things similar, but it’s not 
always possible to keep them the same. Take 
the windows. The original wide stone sills 
remain and frames and lintels were refinished, 
but the windows are modern, custom-made by 
Jeld-Wen to match the 1830s style: all-wood 
sash inserts in a double-hung, six-over-six 
configuration with divided-light muntins. 
In keeping with the time period, they are 
single pane – a modern energy panel solves 
the problem of heat loss. Most of the shutters 
are original, refinished in a historic green that 
reflects the period.

Ken redid the roof in rough-hewn red-
cedar shakes in a dove grey, purchased from 
Pacific Cedar. “In the 1830s, shakes would 
probably have been white pine, but there’s 
no significant aesthetic difference and cedar 
will wear better and last longer,” says Ken. He 
also added the pièce de résistance to the bell 
tower over the garage roof – a No. 2 cast-iron 
dinner bell in a crystal metal cradle that he 
sourced on Kijiji. “In 1830, when family and 

Over 100 years old, the 
piano was Kate’s great
grandfather’s.

farmhands were out in the field, the bell 
would summon them for meals. In the early 
1900s, the advent of the tractor eventually 
made the bell redundant. Tractors moved so 
far from the farm, the driver couldn’t hear the 
bell,” says Ken.

The home’s front veranda features a 
bell-cast copper roof supported by chamfered 
columns, dressed up with Regency-period 

trellis work. In 2014, Ken noticed rot in some 
of the columns. Working with Bill Blake of 
Blake Custom Carpentry, the two replaced 
deck boards and the framing. The south-facing 
veranda would have been the traditional 
front entrance to the home where one could 
see visitors coming from Dundas Street. Fast 
forward to 2016 and the Whites enter through 
the great room, off the driveway. Continued on page 36

ABOVE: The spacious sitting 
room is alive with character, from 
the wide plank floors to the deep 
mouldings. Artwork by Kate’s 
aunt, Roberta Patterson, graces 
the walls. RIGHT: The original 
doors, hardware and window 
trim still shine. OPPOSITE: 
Family heirlooms are at home in 
this sapce. 
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A claw-foot tub is 
the perfect addition 
in the boys’ bathroom.

Playtime gets creative with a playhouse Ken built to resemble the farmhouse. The 
couple’s sons Andrew (left) and Brian (far right) enjoy time with friends Saje, Kyera and 
Ryan. ABOVE LEFT: What used to be the master is now a little boy’s bedroom. ABOVE: 
Splashes of colour make for a light, cheery space to slumber. LEFT: A telescope is tucked into an 
alcove at the top of the stairs where the boys’ rooms are located so they can look at the stars.
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905.878.6834   
Showroom located at 

1230 Main St. East, Milton, ON  L9T 8M7
www.decorativedreams.com 43 Main Street South

Campbellville, Milton ON
(South of the 401 on Guelph Line)

Fine Oak Things

• Handcrafted From Solid Wood To Fit Your Home
• Quality, Long Lasting Finishes To Suit Any Décor

• Styled For Today; Constructed For Life

YOUR NEW DINING TABLE AWAITS. . .
Customize Your Future Family Heirlooms at Fine Oak Things.

www.fineoakthings.com
905.854.0649

Order by 
October 10th to 
Ensure Delivery 

by Christmas

ENJOY THE VIEW
QUALITY & PRIDE BUILT INTO EVERY WINDOW

VISIT ONE OF OUR SHOWROOMS AT:

888 GUELPH ST., KITCHENER, ON | 519.579.3810
309 EXETER RD., LONDON, ON | 519.652.1677
1112 MARCH RD., KANATA, ON | 613.592.9111

1.800.265.2290
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The original kitchen is long gone, upscaled 
with beautiful crown moulding, granite 
countertops, modern stainless faucets 
and custom cabinetry, including slide-out 
spice drawers and double pot drawers with 
slow-release hinges. All elements that would 
have made the life of a pioneer woman a 
hundred times easier. 

In the great room, the built-in curio 
cabinet was originally a door, sealed off. 
“Ken’s a visionary,” says Kate. “He sees the 
possibilities in things, such as working with 
the original architecture to turn lost space 
into something beautiful.” 

Originally the housekeeper’s quarters, 
Ken converted the attic into a huge master 
with en suite. He removed the original roof 
and installed a barn-style, board-and-batten 
dormer with copper eaves and trim sourced 
from SPAR-Marathon Roofing Supplies. 
He added a Velux skylight that closes 
automatically when it senses rain. The en 
suite’s pocket doors would have been a style 
completely at home in a Victorian house.

Kate and Ken have furnished the house in 
a way that respects and reflects its heritage. 
The eight-foot, square-nailed pine plank floors 
are dressed with colourful wool rugs. In the 
great room, an oak harvest table is flanked by 
distressed wood benches. Prints on the wall 
and many of the lights are heirlooms from 

Kate and Ken’s own heritage. In the living 
room, the piano, commissioned by Kate’s great 
grandfather in 1901 from Guelph’s Bell Piano 
and Organ Company, looks spectacularly at 
home. One element that had to be removed 
was the dated wallpaper. “Generations of 
Altons had resulted in over 500 yards of 
hideous stuff,” laughs Ken.

A heritage home is not for everyone. 
Perhaps you need a bit of the pioneer spirit 

to take on its challenges. However, contrary 
to what many people think, a heritage 
designation does come with benefits. Kate 
calls it “conservation through cooperation,” 
with property tax rebates, access to Ontario’s 
heritage grant program and heritage advisory 
services. Currently, Burlington has 70 heritage 
designated properties. Oakville has 500 
individually designated properties as well as 
entire heritage designated districts.  OH

LEFT: The master 
bathroom was an 
addition to what was 
once the housekeeper’s 
quarters in the attic 
space. BELOW: The 
bedroom is sweet 
simplicity with a 
curved headboard 
and pillows by 
Blackcatmeow Designs.

Shakespeare 
        would be in

Old World Charm With 
New World Comfort

Luxury Residential Condos
In Downtown Stratford

Juliet Balconies • Stunning Lofts
Exposed Beam • Original Brick • Elevator 

Fibre Optics • Secure Entrance
Overlooking the Avon Theatre

Let Us Entertain You On A Personal Tour
Contact John & Terri Hart 

Peak Realty Ltd. Brokerage
519.272.4865 • 519.874.1999
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IT TAKES
VILLAGEA

THE PLACE: It’s satisfying to find exactly what 

you’re looking for – a perfect rug for the living 

room, or a quirky décor item that reflects your 

style. Now, imagine knowing that your new 

purchase was handmade, ethically produced 

and fair-traded. Ten Thousand Villages in 

downtown Oakville sells a variety of artisan 

pieces, including furniture, wall art, textiles 

and home accessories. The shop is the result 

of a non-profit program benefiting families 

in developing countries worldwide, such as 

Peru, Uganda and Indonesia. All items sold 

in-store and online are handcrafted by artisans 

who are paid a fair living wage for their work. 

Approximately 70 per cent of the artisans 

are women, many of whom are mothers. For 

store manager Esther Tchando, the goal is 

simple yet critical. “We want each person to 

make enough money to buy food, send their 

children to school and see a doctor when they 

are sick,” she explains. “When parents aren’t 

fairly paid, kids have to work. This prevents 

that. Every purchase supports children going 

to school and having a childhood.”

STORY ERIN PEPLER
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

THE STYLE: The store carries a variety of unique items 

from 29 countries across the globe. There’s something 

for everyone, from brightly coloured textiles and 

elegant stone carvings, to delicate glass pieces and 

rich woodwork.

WHAT’S HOT: Jewelry is always popular, and a 

variety of items made from reclaimed saris are always 

in high demand.

FAVOURITES: Right now, it’s all about reclaimed saris from 

Bangladesh. From duvet covers to cushions and throws, no two 

are exactly alike, and the colours are incredible. Also popular 

are hand-knotted and hand-loomed rugs made by Bunyaad, 

a group of men and women from a small village in Pakistan. 

Made from 100 per cent wool, these rugs are dyed with natural 

materials such as tree bark, flowers and vegetables. “They 

are really, really unique, one-of-a-kind pieces,” says Esther. 

Her enthusiasm is genuine and heartfelt. “We encourage 

customers to shop consciously, and question – is this a fair 

price? Not just in profit – think about the people who make 

the items. If as consumers, we ask these questions, we can 

help a lot.” 

WHERE: 226 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville  

905.337.2377 | tenthousandvillages.ca  OH

Jessica Generalovic 
and Esther Tchando
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INSTRUCTIONS 

• Preheat oven to 375ºF. Slice root 
vegetables and apple to a thickness 
of about ¼ of an inch. I recommend 
using a mandoline. 

• Place vegetables in a large bowl 
and toss with olive oil, herbs, salt 
and pepper. 

• Rub the bottom and sides of a two-
quart casserole dish with butter. Layer 
the vegetables, apple and garlic, 
fanning them out as you go while 
dropping dollops of goat cheese 
between the layers. 

• Cover casserole dish with aluminum 
foil and bake for one hour. Remove 
foil and continue to bake uncovered 
for another 20-35 minutes or until 
vegetable tops turn golden.  OH

ROOT
VEGETABLE

GRATIN
RECIPE AND PHOTOS JENELLE MCCULLOCH

Switch up your traditional side dish for this 
super easy root vegetable gratin, bursting with 

fresh herbs and warm, comforting colours.

INGREDIENTS 

1 large white baking potato, 
thinly sliced 

1 large sweet potato, thinly sliced  

2 beets, peeled, thinly sliced

1 large apple, thinly sliced 

2 cloves garlic, sliced 

A few sprigs fresh thyme, 
stems removed 

A few sprigs fresh oregano, 
stems removed 

1 Tbsp butter

2 Tbsp olive oil 

Salt & pepper to taste 

¾ cup goat cheese

RootVegetableGratin.indd   2 2016-08-25   5:08 PM
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HeartH Manor
Fireplaces & HoMe Decor

Complete Custom Packages to suit any budget

Design - Build - Renovate

INDOOR/OUTDOOR KITCHEN BBQ’S FIREPLACES CUSTOM BUILT-INS & MILLWORK

2575 Dundas Street West, Mississauga

905-828-8880 | www.hearthmanor.com

Sharing the Warmth
since 1978

Visit our newly expanded & renovated showroom

Best of

Hearth Manor F16 ad.indd   1 16-09-01   11:07 AM

HOW-TO:

Step 1 – Stain 
• Using a clean cloth, apply 

wood stain to the slices 
according to directions on 
the product. I found that the 
wood really absorbs the stain, 
so I had a better outcome 
pouring the stain directly onto 
the wood in small batches 
and rubbing it in with a cloth. I 
used two coats of stain. Allow 
to dry according to product 
directions or overnight.

Step 2 – Stencil
• Set a circular shape (I used 

a paint can) in the centre of 
your first wood slice. With 
a foam paintbrush, trace 
around the shape with gold 
paint, creating a circle on your 
wood. You will be stenciling 
between this circle and the 
outer edge of the wood slice. 
Remove shape and allow the 
painted gold circle to dry to 
the touch. Wipe excess paint 
off the shape. Repeat with 
remaining slices.

• Spray temporary adhesive 
onto the underside of the 
stencil and place it on the 
wood where you’d like 
to begin stenciling. With 
the foam paintbrush, dab 
gold paint onto the stencil 
sparingly to help limit paint 
bleeding. Lift the stencil and 
allow area to dry to the touch, 
about 3-5 minutes, to prevent 
smudging when stenciling 
the adjacent area. Rinse and 
dry stencil, and re-apply 
adhesive as needed. Repeat 
this step, matching up your 
pattern as you go, until the 
entire outside rim of the wood 
slice is covered. Repeat with 
remaining slices.

Step 3 – Apply Finish
• Allow the gold paint to dry 

thoroughly, according to 
product directions.

• Apply clear wood finish to 
the top and sides of the 
wood slices. Allow to dry 
according to directions on the 
product.  OH

STENCILED LOG-SLICE 

CHARGERS

DIY

STORY AND PHOTOS TARA CHATTELL

Add a touch of rustic glam to your table and 
wow your guests with these pretty gold-

stenciled chargers, made from salvaged logs.

TOOLS & MATERIALS:

Log slices, as many as you would like to make in your set, 
approximately 18 inches in diameter, 2-3 inches thick

Water-based wood stain, colour of your choice

Clean rag, for staining slices

Stencil(s) of your choice

Circular shape for tracing, such as a paint can or large plastic lid

Temporary spray adhesive

Gold acrylic craft paint

Foam paintbrush, for stenciling

Water or sink, for rinsing stencil

Dry cloth, for drying stencil

Clear, water-based wood finish

Large paintbrush, for applying wood finish

For a how-to on cutting your own log slices visit ourhomes.ca/mag/slicesonline

DIY Stenciled Wood-Slice Chargers.indd   2 2016-08-16   12:44 PM
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Neighbour hood 
STORY GINA MAKKAR
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

NIRVANA

HHome. It’s a cosy, 
rainy Sunday. It’s a 
crackling fire and a 
warm meal. It’s the 
gathering of family 
and friends. 

In north Burlington, the land that was once home to the Alton family 
in the early 1800s now houses the quaint enclave of Alton Village. 
Hundreds of new homes snap snugly into the landscape where 
rambling dirt roads and open fields once stretched as far as the eye 
could see. It’s hard to imagine that the Alton family ever lived there, but 
the Alton homestead still rests in its original spot on Settlement Court. 
The neighbourhood built around it radiates with the warmth and spirit 
of family, a feature that draws many homebuyers to the area. 

On the hunt for a home in Burlington, decorator Natasha Melanson 
of Natasha Melanson Designs – Home Interiors for Easy Living 
and her family fell in love with their home the moment they saw it. 
Though it had been on the market for several months, ironically, the 
Melansons almost missed the listing. At first, they dismissed the home 
because of the small backyard, but moving from a home nestled on a 
sizeable piece of land, Natasha knew the challenge of maintaining a larger 
space. They decided to give the home on Bracknell Road a look. 

LEFT: The neutral palette in the family 
room takes its inspiration from the 
outdoors. RIGHT: A painted ceiling 
helps delineate the dining room from the 
rest of the home. Wallpaper, an elegant 
chandelier and luxe drapes complete 
the space. BELOW: The front entrance is 
warm and welcoming. 

Continued on page 49
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“When we finally saw the home, we fell in love with it,” says 
Natasha. The open-concept footprint, updated kitchen and soaring 
ceilings were big draws. “I wanted a space that would feel like home 
and be a place we could all gather. We like to entertain and love to 
cook, and you can have everyone all in one space, which is why I fell in 
love with it. And the area had a great neighbourhood feel. We couldn’t 
have picked a better street to live on.” 

With many of the key features, like the fireplace, kitchen and pool 
already in place, Natasha had a great foundation to begin with. Once the 
family settled in, she began to add décor touches that would make the 
home their own. A sparkling chandelier adds elegance to the spacious 
two-storey entryway and sets the tone for the rest of the space. Walls 
were made fresh again by Brendan Coutinho of BHC Painting. 
The entry looks onto the dining room and peeks through to the back 
of the home. In the dining room, a table that seats 10, sweeping drapes, 
a luxe drum fixture from Lando Lighting Galleries and wall sconces 
complete the space. 

The kitchen’s open-concept 
style allows for easy 
entertaining, as guests can 
collect and chat around the 
island, filter to the family room 
or step out onto the back deck.

Continued on page 50
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The kitchen and family room encompass 
the back of the home. A mixture of cup 
pulls and knobs dress up the crisp white 
cabinetry. Pendants over the island add 
sparkle. Cabinetry stretches the full length of 
the kitchen and a pedestal table and desk are 
tucked within the dining nook. A garden door 
opens onto the backyard oasis where a cosy 
conversation area and pool complete the space. 
Roger Lafantaise of Pyramid Drywall 
& Renovations Inc. completed several of 
the renovations throughout, from the master 
bedroom to the upper level wainscotting and 
outdoor fence and custom waterfall.

In the family room, the camel-coloured 
sofas served as a cornerstone for the rest 
of the aesthetic. With a love for cool, 

coastal grey-blues, Natasha took her cue 
from the indigo reflection of the pool on 
a bright, sunny day, adding pillows and 
accents in muted watercolour hues. Many 
of the pillows throughout the home were 
custom-made by Q-Design. A sisal rug 
adds texture. An industrial chic coffee 
table provides contrast to the soft finishes. 
Custom millwork completed by husband 
Chris Melanson surrounds the fireplace and 
creates a focal point.

A sweeping circular staircase leads to the 
upper level where simple white wainscotting 
brightens the upper hallway. Doors are 
painted black throughout, an unexpected 
addition that exudes sophistication.

LEFT: Everything designer Natasha Melanson of Natasha 
Melanson Designs – Home Interiors For Easy Living touches is 
styled to perfection. BELOW: The small footprint enjoys big 
fun with an in-ground pool and lounge area. OPPOSITE, TOP: 
The deck brings the indoors out and extends the living space. 
BOTTOM: The yard is party ready with a casual-chic bar area. 

Continued on page 52
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Soothing hues continue in the master bedroom, where the tufted headboard 
and soft, hotel-chic bedding warm the space. OPPOSITE, LEFT: The wall 
around the circular staircase is painted a deep shade that complements and 
connects to the rest of the home. TOP RIGHT: The cool blue tones continue 
in the master en suite. BOTTOM RIGHT: Millwork elevates the master retreat.

In the master bedroom, a smoky blue-grey wall colour is a neutral, 
serene backdrop that easily welcomes a variety of accent colours. A tufted 
headboard with nail-head trim adds softness and texture. The luxe, hotel 
feel is accentuated with white bedding. Distressed side tables with spacious 
drawers and open shelves provide function. Glass lamps with white 
shades add softness. 

Down the hall in daughter Emma’s room, soft yellow and blue bring a 
vibrant, warm, gentle energy. The yellow is a beautiful contrast to the blue, 
giving the elegant bedroom a cool, relaxing vibe. The headboard, bedding, 
bench and bed pillows were custom-made by Whittington and Co.  

Continued on page 54
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A burnished silver side table adds glamour. In 
the adjoining en suite, soft paisley wallpaper 
echoes the pattern in the fabric headboard, 
tying the two spaces together. 

Every inch of the home is thoughtfully 
and creatively used. In the hallway, the door 
to the linen closet opens to reveal a hidden 
gem: an office hideaway. The tiny space is 
retrofitted with everything a home office 
could need, from a desk topped with glass 
from Burlington Glass & Mirror Co. Ltd. 
to integrated shelving for storage. When not 
in use, it’s easily tucked out of sight. 

Home. It’s what you make of it. It’s the 
paint on the walls, the rug that you chose, 
it’s the celebrations. For the Melansons their 
house on Bracknell Road feels like home.  OH

RIGHT: Daughter Emma’s bedroom is pretty perfection. 
BELOW: The linen closet turned office is a sweet little haven 
on the upper level. BOTTOM RIGHT: Simple wainscotting 
and a gallery wall complete the upper hallway.

At Home Interiors for Easy Living we offer decorating and design services that 
personalize your home, and reflect who you are. From the design concept to 

completion, Home Interiors for Easy Living prides itself on delivering exceptional 
service at every level of the design process. Our approach is casual and inviting 
and we are committed to creating a unique and stylish home for everyday living.

W E  M A K E  Y O U R  A R T  L O O K  G R E A T !

3 5 1 4  M A I N WAY,  B U R L I N G T O N ,  O N

Over 25 Years of
100% Custom, Quality, 

On-site Service
www.gocaveart.com

905.333.5616
info@gocaveart.comPICTURE FRAMING & 

QUALITY PLAQUE MOUNTS
PICTURE FRAMING & 

QUALITY PLAQUE MOUNTS

Give YOUR BUSINESS the benefit of premium  
exposure to our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise in our Winter
Issue & get noticed!

Jennifer Moore • 905.320.7818 
jennifer.moore@ourhomes.ca

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT:

Respraying and refacing are available in custom colours with carpenters available for your on-site modifications.

Affordable Options
I didn’t know I had so many

REPAINT
REFACE
REPLACE

 
1163 King Rd . Unit 7 

Burlington 905.632.6465 

220 Nebo Rd . Unit 1 
Hamilton 905.381.4269

info@decorrestore.ca 
www.decorrestore.ca
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IIf you’re the kind of person whose favourite 
cool weather activity is cosy comforts of home, 
having your own customized bar will help to 
chase away the fall and winter blues. 

Back in the 60s and 70s, it was popular 
for homes to have a basement bar, complete 
with wood panelling, a curved bar with a few 
barstools and a mirrored back wall to display 
the barwares. Thankfully, that clichéd design 
trend is over and home bars aren’t relegated to 
the basement any longer. 

Discriminating travellers look to the 
furnishings, ambience and amenities they 
enjoy in hotels, bars and restaurants to 
provide inspiration for home décor. Adding a 
bar brings home the festive lounge feeling of 
a hotel or trendy club, making it the perfect 
spot for entertaining with friends over the 
holidays, or anytime.

Why do you go to bars? What’s your 
favourite spot? Do you like the appetizers? Is it 
the unique cocktails? The people? What about 
the music? Perhaps it’s a combination of all of 
these elements.

Great design captivates all of our senses 
and makes it easy for us to move through 
the space. Successful use of layout, colour, 
texture, statement furnishings, varying 
lighting levels and sound systems define a 
wonderful experience. 

Homeowners are investing in their 
homes and customizing rooms to reflect 
their personalities and to make them more 
functional. The trend continues for renovating 
houses to have open-concept living and 
cooking spaces. At-home bars are no longer 
considered to be a separate design item. Bars 
can be incorporated into the overall design 
scheme, whether it’s a modest well-appointed 
bar cart, or a free-standing wet bar complete 
with a sink, running water, specialty 
appliances and bar stools. Choices for layout 
might be a bar that’s separate from the 
living room, or a bar that’s designed with an 
adjacent lounge area. 

At the end of the day, you want your home 
bar-lounge to surround you with interesting 
textures, colours, lighting and ambience and 
ultimately to be relaxing.

Prepare for more time indoors with a 
customized home bar – be careful, don’t let too 
many friends and neighbours know about it. 
You might never leave the house!

lounging
AROUND AT HOME
BRINGING BACK AT-HOME BARS

STORY BARBARA NYKE

An anonymous 
writer said, “Why 
limit happy to 
an hour?” When 
you have a well-
designed and 
inviting bar in your 
home, happy hour 
can last as long 
as you want.
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3 What features do you 
want? Customization is 
the ultimate enjoyment of 

any bar design. Homeowners can 
choose from an incredible selection:

• Wine fridge
• Mini-fridge
• Ice machine
• Hot water spout
• Sink
• Drain board
• Under-counter lighting
• Various light levels
• Sound system with customized 

music selection
• Television
• Storage
• Display area
• Counter space for small appliances
• Wall-mounted oven
• Bar seating
• Lounge area

Defining these criteria will influence 
your bar’s aesthetic, the design 
materials you choose and its 
ultimate functionality.  OH

A contemporary luxe style

1How will you use your bar? 
Entertaining is easier with a central 
gathering spot. Whether you’re 

welcoming family for dinner or hosting 
a small cocktail party, a bar is a big 
attraction. You’ll have to decide on the 
size and the location, which will depend 
on how you plan to use your bar. Do 
you have a sink for a wet bar? Will it be 
a stand-alone feature in your home, or 
will your bar complement an elegantly 
appointed outdoor kitchen? 

2What’s your style? A bar could 
be a major feature of any room. 
Its location within the home will 

determine if the style will be harmonious 
with adjacent rooms, particularly if they 
open onto one another, or if the bar will 
be in a separate room. Then it can be a 
different style. Do you like a particular 
design era for bars and lounges? Maybe 
it’s the mod-60s style, or contemporary-
luxe style. Its placement, size and how it 
relates to the other rooms will affect the 
flow of your home. 

Successful design considers functionality 
and aesthetic preferences. Here are three key 
considerations to include in your home bar:

A nod to the mod 60s

Bar carts 
we love!

KLAUS: 1. Globe Chair  
2. Moooi Carpet  in Oxidized 
Red  3. North Pendants 
in Yellow, Pink and White 
4. Basset Coffee Tables

BARRYMORE FURNITURE 
CO. LTD: 1. Spun Sugar 
Giclee Painting  2. Swivel 
Bar Stool  3. Audrey Chair  
4. KLAUS: Shiraz Sofa

RESTORATION 
HARDWARE: 
Mayfair Bar 
Cart in Old 
Saddle Black

DESIGN 
WITHIN 
REACH 
STUDIOS: 
Møller Trolley 

MERCANA: 
Grinto Bar Cart1

1

3

4

2

2

3

4
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Painted Furniture • Home Accents and Decor • Chalk Paint™ by Annie Sloan • Chalk Paint™ Workshops
General Finishes Stains and Topcoats • Efex Furniture Appliques • Stencils • Custom Furniture Painting

Visit our website at 
whitepearstudios.ca

119 Kerr Street, 
Oakville 

(905) 582-8318

PREMIER DOWNTOWN EXPOSURE

Own Your Own Space
	 •	Build	equity	for	your	business	
	 •	Pay	yourself,	not	a	landlord
	 •	Control	your	own	destiny	

This	heritage	building	at	Downie	and	George	
Streets	across	from	the	Avon	Theatre	is	like	
new	from	the	bricks	in...but	we’ve	retained	
charming	elements	such	as	exposed	bricks,	
original	beams	and	soaring	ceilings.	Flexible	
unit	sizes	from	1,000	to	6,000	sq.ft.	with	
storage	available.	Busy	foot	traffic,	with	
convenient	parking	in	the	heart	of	the	city.	

For	exclusive	viewing,	contact:	
John	and	Terri	Hart
Peak	Realty	Ltd.	Brokerage			
519-272-4865	•	519-274-1999					

Or	info@downiemanagement.ca
519-589-1542		

HERITAGE 
AWARD 

WINNER 
2016
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THE VERY GOOEY
BLUEBERRY PIE
INGREDIENTS

“THE BASIC” milkshake, vanilla 

Cake icing 

Graham cracker crumbs 

Blueberry pie filling 

Mini blueberry pie

Whipped cream

INSTRUCTIONS

• Grab a chilled milkshake glass 
and coat the edge of the glass in 
cake icing. 

• Next, dip the coated glass into your 
graham cracker crumbs. 

• Alternate layering the blueberry pie 
filling and vanilla milkshake until 
three-quarters full. 

• Top with mini pie, whipped cream and 
any other crazy ingredients you desire. 

Foodies across North America 
are giving in to their sweet 
tooth to indulge in the new 
craze of extreme milkshakes 
or “Freakshakes,” as the more 
insane versions are called. 

Black Tap, a New York city restaurant, is on the 
cutting edge, creating shakes likeSugar Sugar 
and Sweet & Salty.

THE BASIC
INGREDIENTS

Ice cream of your choice 

Milk

INSTRUCTIONS

• Add 1 pint of ice cream and ²/³ 
cup of milk to your blender and 
blend until smooth. Easy, right?  

THE RISE N’ SHINE
INGREDIENTS

“THE BASIC” milkshake, 
vanilla or chocolate 

1 tsp cocoa powder

1 tsp espresso powder

Cake icing 

Cookie crumbs 

Chocolate sauce 

Mini doughnuts 

Whipped cream 

INSTRUCTIONS

• Add cocoa powder and espresso 
powder to your basic milkshake recipe 
and blend. 

• Grab a chilled milkshake glass 
and coat the edge of the glass in 
cake icing. 

• Next, dip the coated glass into your 
cookie crumbs.

• Smear some chocolate sauce into the 
sides and bottom of the glass. 

• Fill three-quarters full with the 
espresso-infused milkshake.

• Top with whipped cream, mini 
doughnuts and any other sweet 
ingredients you may desire!  OH

Get more recipes at ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

EXTREME milkshakes
RECIPE AND PHOTOS JENELLE MCCULLOCH

They look a bit daunting, don’t they? No need 
to worry, we wil l show you how to make your own.  
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Custom Drapery | Sheers | Drapery Hardware | Headboards

Blinds | Shades | Shutters | Motorization/Home Automation

Oakville
1200 Speers Road

(Between 3rd & 4th Line)
905.827.8555

www.shadesofhome.ca

Toronto
900 Caledonia Road

(Between Lawrence & Eglinton)
416.787.8555

Breathe New Life Into Your Rooms 
With Services To Help You With…

647.274.6415 
info@soldbystyle.ca | www.soldbystyle.ca

Home Staging • Vacant Properties • Furniture & Accessories Rentals
Interior Decorating • Colour Consultation • Investor Property Showcasing

905.632.0029
4150 South Service Road, Burlington
www.uniquekitchensofburlington.com
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H The beauty of the shepherd hut, Euteneier 
says, is that it falls under the same rules as a 
garden shed. In most Ontario municipalities, 
you do not need a building permit if your 
structure is less than 108 square feet in size. 
Güte’s shepherd huts can cost up to $37,000.

Toronto-based The Bunkie Co. has a 
collection of prefabricated products that all 
offer 106 square feet but sit on the ground. 
The Bunkie Co.’s Premier model is priced at 
$36,900. Partner Evan Bare says his clients are 
using the structures to house overflow guests 
at their cottages. “Most bunkies go north of 
Toronto to cottage country,” Bare says. It’s a 
niche product that resorts are also hip to offer 
clients who want to go “glamping” (glamour 
camping). The all-plywood bunkie does not 
need to meet the Ontario Building Code. The 
interior can include a Murphy bed, storage 
and even an ethanol fireplace.

Bill and Linda McMaster built such a 
bunkie on their property in Meaford because 
their future son-in-law’s pet allergies mean 
he can’t stay in their main house. “People 
have slept in it in the spring and of course in 
summer,” says Bill McMaster. “It is especially 

attractive as a private, secluded space for 
reading, napping or meditation.” 

SMALL HOMES ARE COMING
Tiny homes are just the start of the changing 
face of housing in Ontario. Ontario’s 2011 
Strong Communities Through Affordable 
Housing Act requires municipalities to 
change their official plans and bylaws to 
allow additional units in detached, semi-
detached or row-house homes as well as in 
ancillary structures such as existing detached 
garages. These new units must comply with 
the province’s Building Code, Fire Code and 
property standard bylaws. 

The City of Ottawa, for example, is in the 
process of allowing coach houses – permanent 
standalone buildings – in the backyards or 
laneways of existing properties. The aim is 
to increase affordable housing options and 
make it easier for families to live together 
on the same property, but in different 
legal structures. 

Port Credit architect Andy Thomson, a tiny 
homes activist, says the City of Ottawa should 
receive kudos for having fully embraced 
the Act. Thomson says it’s time for other 
cites, like Toronto, to follow suit and he’s 
urging Ontario’s government to enforce the 
planning Act. “That would be my advice to the 
Wynne government – enforce the planning 
Act,” says Thomson. 

It won’t be long before more companies 
jump on the tiny home bandwagon. Bare 
says his Bunkie Co. is preparing to unveil 
an 800 sq. ft. two-storey that would require 
a permit and could be a main house. His 
company is anticipating a future for tiny home 
communities and a time when small-house 
living hits the mainstream.  OH

Home prices are going up, 
up, up these days. The cost 
explosion has left many 
millennials between the 
ages of 18 and 34 wondering 
if they’ll ever afford a home 
of their own. 

According to a recent CIBC poll, 85 per cent 
of Canadians consider home ownership 
important, and 59 per cent of millennials say 
home ownership provides a sense of personal 
freedom. That freedom comes at an ever-
increasing cost.

In reaction, there’s a movement to pare 
down living quarters – make homes smaller, 
more efficient and less costly. Tiny houses 
are becoming a growing trend. It’s generally 
accepted that a tiny house covers no more 
than 500 square feet. That’s a far cry from the 
average size of a Canadian home, which is still 
about 1,900 square feet. 

Tiny homes are big business these days, 
but building codes and municipal bylaws are 
spoiling some of the fun. 

The most common tiny homes are those 
built on trailers that can be moved from place 
to place. In Ontario, these homes on wheels 
are considered to be like recreational vehicles, 
which means, in most places, that you can’t 
live in them full time. 

However, some entrepreneurs are 
skirting the rules and building tiny quarters 
that fly under the radar. Dylan Euteneier’s 
family company Güte builds prefabricated, 
moveable shepherd huts on cast-iron wheels 
in Maxwell, Ontario. A fully decked out hut 
offers 108 square feet. They are recommended 
for the backyard, cottage, garden or island and 
can be used as a bunkie, guest cabin, studio, 
home office or sanctuary. 

LIVING 
SMALL
STORY GEORGETTE MCCULLOCH

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE BUNKIE CO.

LivingSmall.indd   2 2016-08-18   3:05 PM

we love beautiful,
healthy trees.

The preservation of trees improves not only our
 quality of life, but also the lives of generations to come. 

Preserve trees - Improve life.

pruning  |  tree & shrub fertilization  |  organic plant health care  |

  dynamic support systems  |  insect & disease monitoring & treatment  |  

hazardous limb & tree removal  |  arborist reports for pre & post construction  | 

arborwood.ca
1.888.721.8882  |  905.681.9933

cerTified arborisTs

416.420.7724 
info@monsterrenos.com     www.monsterrenos.com

Renovations Done Right, On Time & Within Budget

Serving Oakville, Hamilton, Mississauga, Brampton, Toronto 
and the surrounding area.

Over

Experience!

yrs30
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 PALOFORM: Bol Carten Fire Pit. 
Choose from river rocks or lava rocks.

HOT
STUFF

Extend your time outdoors with a 
stylish gas or propane fire pit, fire bowl 

or fire table.

 THE OUTDOOR GREAT ROOM COMPANY: 
Vintage Fire Table. Featuring a base made of 
distressed cedar, colourful faux-wood tile top 
and a Honey Glow Brown burner set.

PALOFORM: Fold Fire Table. Available 
in black, graphite or white powder coat. 
Choose from lava rocks or glass.  OH

NAPOLEON: Linear Patioflame. Many 
media options to choose from. Stand 
it alone or install in a built-in custom 
application as shown here.

 HEARTH PRODUCTS CONTROLS: 
Tempe Copper Fire Bowl. Also has a 
fire and water option. Many media 
options to choose from. 

 AMERICAN FYRE DESIGNS: French Barrel 
Oak Cosmopolitan Round Firetable. Features 
a reclaimed wood-style table top.

 ELDORADO STONE: Marbella Artisan Fire 
Bowl. Choose from a smooth, honed or textured 
travertine surface. Four colour options available.

DEKKO CONCRETE: Alea Firepit. Rock 
options include slate or ivory river rock, 
black lava rock or bronze glass. Six colour 
options to choose from.

HotStuff.indd   2 2016-07-13   12:23 PM

131 B Carlauren Rd., Vaughan, Ontario • 905.856.7678 • www.libertycustomcabinetry.com
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READY, SET, 
DECORATE
Whether you want a 
cosy kitchen or a sleek 
modern space, get 
inspired with advice 
from these smart, stylish 
décor specialists.

JIM ANDERSON, 
MARGUERITE 
HARRISON &  
TINA PHARAND
Andersons

What’s on-trend right now? Clients 
are asking for sofas in light fabrics in 
varying shades of white, beige and light 
grey, with small amounts of pattern in 
toss pillows and chairs, and soft prints 
on drapery. Generally, today’s clients 
want their homes lighter. Dark stained 
wood furniture is being used in smaller 
amounts, and painted pieces have 
replaced the traditional dark furniture.

Advice for selecting the right pieces? 
There was a time when our rooms were 
set a certain way and they remained 
that way. Now, clients switch out the 
pillows and accessories for seasons 
and occasions. The more neutral the 
main pieces are, the more creative you 
can be. We always present this to our 
clients when we begin the process of 
redesigning their room.

IVICA JUKICA
Fasada

What should clients consider when 
buying windows and doors? With 
so many styles, brands and places 
to buy from, we recommend clients 
compare the same product and features, 
installation methods, the reputation of 
the store and its local presence as well as 
competitive pricing. 

What’s on-trend? For windows and 
doors, it’s dark exterior colours and 
premium efficient glass packages. 
Fibreglass exterior doors in a wood grain 
finish are seen more and more. With our 
premium brands, options sometimes 
seem endless. For blinds, automation is 
in demand, from colourful custom remote 
controls to programmable blinds.

STORY GINA MAKKAR
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

Continued on page 68
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What makes you unique? As the manufacturer, we offer our clients 
the flexibility and affordability of a true custom design. Our continued 
investment in our manufacturing facility ensures our cabinets are high 
quality and reflect the pride we have for each product we create. We offer 
a one-stop shopping experience, as we are able to design, manufacture 
and install our products. In addition to our well known custom line, we 

offer a budget-conscious line called Brookhouse Cabinetry. This line 
offers a European-style kitchen with various door styles and materials.

What should homeowners consider when planning their 
space? First and foremost, homeowners should consider day-to-day 
functionality. Combining a functional space with personal design is key 
to planning any space.

JAMIE HINCKS, BOB BALL, BRENDA BALL, 
STEPHANIE MORRIS & CHRISTINE PERUE
Unique Kitchens of Burlington

Continued on page 70

HINA BAYG
Urban Manor

What makes Urban Manor unique? Having access to the best name 
brands in the furniture industry and never compromising on the quality 
certainly puts us above the competition. We are constantly travelling 
the world in search of new and exciting products, and often, we are the 
first to display the latest and the most fashionable pieces. We also offer 
in-house design services.

What’s on-trend right now? The furniture market is exciting right 
now, with a lot of new trends emerging to suit a range of tastes. Luxe 
fabrics like velvets and silk, an eclectic mix of contemporary and 
transitional pieces and bold pops of colour are all the rage. Mixing 
metals is quite big right now, and glossy surfaces are being modernized 
and making a comeback.  OH
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ROBIN GARVEY
Oakville Kitchen & Bath Centre

What’s important when considering a 
kitchen/bath design? Every inch of space 
is important. Size and square footage will 
dictate the layout of the room. Set a realistic 
budget. Enlist the help of a professional. Their 
expertise will save time and money. We guide 
our clients throughout the process. With over 
50 years of design and renovation experience, 
we pride ourselves in our attention to detail, 
service and client satisfaction.

Must-have features for a kitchen or 
bathroom renovation? Clean, modern, 
transitional designs are popular for both 
kitchens and baths. For bathrooms, in-floor 
heating, humidity-sensing fans, steam 
showers, frameless-glass shower enclosures, 
freestanding tubs and aging-in-place/universal 
design elements. For kitchens, quartz 
countertops, pull-outs for ease of storage, 
compost/recycling centres, docking and 
charging stations, built-in stations for coffee/
tea, built-in wine refrigerators and appliances 
with high-tech features.  OH

BROOM’S HEATING,  
AIR CONDITIONING  
& FIREPLACES
Established in 1920, Broom’s 
Heating, Air Conditioning & 
Fireplaces is a “full service” 
heating, air conditioning and 
refrigeration contractor serving 
Burlington, Oakville, Hamilton, 
Milton, Stoney Creek, Dundas 
and Waterdown. As a full-service 
company, we can provide our 
customers with a comprehensive 
range of HVAC services at 
competitive prices. Our in-house 
capabilities include professional 
system design, installation, 
duct work fabrication, 24-hour 
emergency response and 
customized preventive 
maintenance programs.

At Broom’s Heating, Air 
Conditioning & Fireplaces we 
understand we are responsible 
to our customers for the service 
we provide. Our mission since 
1920 is to be the premier 
HVAC contractor in our market, 
providing 100% customer 
satisfaction, through our 
quality installations and prompt 
professional service. 

Stop by our retail showroom 
and see why we have become 
this region’s top retailer 
and wholesaler of quality 
gas fireplaces. We carry a 
broad selection of products 
made by North America’s 
top manufacturers, including 
accessories and mantels. Let 
us show you why Broom’s is 
the right choice for all of your 
home comfort needs; you can 
count on us.
3440 Fairview St, Burlington
Burlington: 905.634.7701 
Hamilton: 905.544.2220 
Oakville: 905.827.5585
info@broomshvac.ca 
(Please see ad on pg 75)

IDEAL HOME DESIGN INC.  
Family owned and operated, 
we are a fully equipped 
designer studio and 
construction company, 
providing services for both 
small and full scale residential 
as well as commercial projects, 
throughout the West End  
GTA area. 

We are known to be 
passionate about the products 
we sell, innovative about 
the designs we create, and 
obsessed with the small details 
of every job we are involved in.

From the initial contact 
at the studio, we are here to 
help you discover and develop 
your own unique style and 
authentic point of view that will 
give you a sense of adventure 
and redefine your space to 
distinguish it from others. 

We know that great style 
is not dependent on square 
footage, but rather aesthetic 
vision and good design without 
boundaries. 

For our firm, quality of a job 
well done is never an accident. 
It is always the result of high 
intentions, sincere effort, 
intelligent direction and  
skillful execution.

Our finished projects are 
masterpieces of wise choices 
between many alternatives.

To get inspired in elegantly 
detailed, classically modern, 
fine or just simply unique 
…IDEAS, please visit our 
showroom.
6649 Regional Rd. 25, Milton
905.864.0808
idealhomedesign.ca
(Please see ad on pg 23)

 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN OAKVILLE, BURLINGTON & MILTON

UNITED LUMBER HOME 
HARDWARE BUILDING 
CENTRE
Founded in 1974, United Lumber 
is a second generation family 
business that is as committed as 
ever to uphold and improve upon 
our focus of providing top level 
customer service while leveraging 
our expertise to help make our 
customers’ dreams a reality.

With convenient retail 
locations in Barrie, Bolton, 
Georgetown and a truss 
manufacturing plant in Innisfil, 
we have the capability to 
professionally service our DIY or 
Pro Builder clients anywhere in 
Simcoe County, the Muskoka’s 
and the GTA.

With thousands of successful 
home and cottage builds under 
our belt, United Lumber is the 
ideal choice for custom home 
builders as well as people looking 
to build their dream homes. With 
a team of dedicated sales and 
design professionals helping you 
through your project, you can rest 
assured that what in some cases 
is your biggest investment – your 
home – will be looked after with 
the utmost care and dedication 
you would expect.

United Lumber Home 
Hardware Building Centres are 
the trusted sources for all your 
building and renovations. 
4 Locations to Serve You: 
Barrie | 705.726.8132
520 Bayfield St. N.
Bolton | 905.857.6970
12833 Hwy 50 S.
Georgetown | 905.873.8007
333 Guelph St.
United Truss – Innisfil  
705.436.3425 | 3325 Thomas St. 
unitedlumber.ca
(Please see ad on pg 25)

PINKUS INTERIORS –
DESIGNING COMFORTABLE 
LIVING 
Good design takes careful 
planning and creative thinking 
to be sure costly mistakes are 
avoided. Whether you have no 
idea where or how to begin, 
whether you have an idea but 
don’t know how to pull it all 
together, or you simply do not 
have the time to execute the 
ideas, a professional can help you. 

‘Designing Comfortable 
Living’ means helping you get a 
clear idea of what you really love 
and what comfortable means 
to you and your family so that 
your time, energy and money are 
spent on what matters to you. 

Your home needs someone 
who will listen and understand 
your needs, can work within 
your budget, is professional 
and easy to work with, patient 
and respectful of your time 
and living standards. Pinkus 
Interiors can give you that 
clarity through a stress-free and 
enjoyable design process. 

We offer a wide range 
of services, from Colour 
Consultation, Room Planning, 
Window & Wall Treatments, 
Flooring Elements, Accessories 
to Full Kitchen, Bathroom, 
Basement Renovations. We 
are your complete home 
redesigning specialists. 

Whatever your home needs, 
we create a comfortable 
living space that reflects your 
lifestyle. Let me in to show  
how your house can become  
a home again.
brenda@pinkusinteriors.com
pinkusinteriors.com
905.523.9835
(Please see ad on pg 77)
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 If you want to make a truly stunning statement in a room, 
introduce large objects like a glass-top table with a gold 
base or a large work of art or sculpture in an entrance hall or 
living room. Chandeliers, floor lamps, walls and draperies 
in warm golden hues will set off any neutral palette and 
satisfy our need for brilliant beams of sunlight to warm our 
souls, brighten our days and lift our spirits until the return of 
summer’s sunbeams.  OH

STORY & ROOM DESIGN JACKIE GLASS
ROOM PHOTOGRAPHY PAUL CHMIELOWIEC

living with
GOLD

My Jackie Glass Inc. design team creates 
spaces that look sunny, bright and airy all 
year-round. Generating light in a space is key 
to how comfortable and happy a room can 
make our family and guests. Think about how a 
dark sky at night can be cold and ominous but 
when the stars are twinkling bright, the dark 
universe comes alive and makes us feel happy 
and amazed. We want to linger and enjoy every 
little twinkle, no matter the size. 

The smallest hint of sparkle can instantly bring a room to life. Every 
room in the house, whether light or dark, can benefit from a little shine. 
From the bathroom to the kitchen, when you add reflective elements to 
a space, it is suddenly transformed and becomes an attractive room you 
want to live in.  

Both artificial and natural light from light fixtures and windows 
brighten every room. Reflective metals, glass and mirror accents will 
enhance these light sources and bounce reflected light around the room, 
adding life and personality.

For me, I love to maximize and capture light in a room with 
reflective gilded decorative elements that feature either decadent 
polished or demure matte finishes. Whether you fancy gold leaf or 
polished brass for a touch of glam or prefer champagne gold, rose gold 
or aged brass for a more classic look, they’ll all elevate your décor with 
the Midas touch.   

The golden rays of summer sunlight streaming 
through our windows to brighten our interiors are 
slowly fading away. It’s the time of year to capture 
every bit of light, so our interiors continue to glow 
until our sunny summer appears once again. 

 Pairing golden tones with dark wood and dark neutral 
colours like royal blue or the rich purple velvet chairs (as 
shown here in my client’s living room) makes a regal statement 
in an otherwise traditional room. Set against walls and 
draperies in whispery golden tones, gilded accents like the 
lamps, cocktail tables and mirrors truly make the room sparkle 
and draw the eye toward the light and around the room.

 Use golden accents in small doses so they don’t compete but 
rather complete the space. Even the smallest touches of shine, 
whether matte or polished in golden, brassy or rosy tones, will 
add a golden glint you can’t ignore.

KEVIN O’BRIEN 
STUDIO: Metallic Arches 
Velvet Gold Pillow

CURATED KRAVET: Orleans Glass-
Topped Gold Cocktail Table  

CURATED KRAVET: La Jolla 
Ottoman in Kravet’s Join The 
Club Platinum  Fabric

GRAHAM & BROWN: Metallic 
Tropic Aqua/Gold Wallpaper

BENJAMIN
MOORE:

Concord Ivory
HC-12

CRATE & BARREL: 
Starburst Bowl

LivingWithGold.indd   2 2016-08-16   12:41 PM

Your Generator Experts
Canada’s #1 Generac Dealer in 2014

Our Automatic Standby Generator will give you:
• Internet Access

• Fully Charged Cell Phones
• Heating & Cooling in Your Home

• Functioning TV’s, Fridges & Freezers

Be ready 

for El Niño 

Storms!

416.785.5920
www.torontogenerators.com

FREE In Home Estimates • FREE 7 Year Extended Warranty
Financing Available

Had enough of the Inconveniences 
of Power Outages?

QUARTZ & GRANITE 
COUNTERTOPS $2999

FROM

sq.ft.

info@beyondmarbleandgranite.com  beyondmarbleandgranite.com

BMG BEYOND MARBLE & GRANITE INC.

VAUGHAN
8111 Jane St., unit 8, (905) 738-1111

MISSISSAUGA
1862 Dundas St. E., (905) 270-1100

FREE SINK
With Purchase of Countertop (Min. 40 sq.ft.) (MUST PRESENT THIS AD)

• CUSTOM KITCHEN CABINETS • COUNTERTOPS • FABRICATION • SINKS • FAUCETS 
• MOSAICS • BACKSPLASH • PORCELAIN TILES • MEDALLIONS • MARBLE

NEW! NOW 
AVAILABLE
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ARCHITECTURE, ARCHITECTS, 
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
David Small Designs, 57
Structured Creations, 10

ARTISANS, ARTISTS, ART  
GALLERIES & WORKSHOPS
Artefacts Salvage & Design, 21
Cave Art, 55
Crescent Hill Gallery, 6

BUILDERS & NEW HOME  
DEVELOPMENT
Downie Management, 37, 59
Gasparro Custom Homes, 12
Maki Construction Inc., 2
Modus Homes, 43
Sedgwick Marshall Heritage Homes, 8
Sloot Construction Ltd., 27
Stonecroft Homes, 16
United Lumber Home Hardware  
	 Building Centre, 25, 71

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
United Lumber Home Hardware  
	 Building Centre, 25, 71

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
WOODWORKING
Coxson-McInnis Custom Kitchens,  
	 Cabinetry & Millwork, 15
Liberty Custom Cabinetry, 65

CHARITY & FUNDRAISERS
The Junior League of  
	 Hamilton-Burlington, 9

COUNTERTOPS, GRANITE & STONE
Beyond Marble and Granite, 73
Greensville Soapstone Company, 9
Ideal Home Design, 23, 71

ELECTRICAL
Toronto Generators, 73

FABRIC, BEDDING & UPHOLSTERY
Jenso Upholstering Inc., 25

FINE WOODWORKING, FURNITURE 
REFINISHING, CUSTOM FURNITURE  
& CARPENTRY
Artefacts Salvage & Design, 21
Infinity Kitchens, 37

FIREPLACES & STOVES
Hearth Manor, 45

FLOORING, TILE, STAIRS,  
RAILINGS & TRIM
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 40&41
Beyond Marble and Granite, 73
Eden Tile-It, 8
Ideal Home Design, 23, 71
MAKS General Contracting Ltd, 8

GENERATORS
Toronto Generators, 73

HEATING & COOLING
Broom’s Heating, Air Conditioning 
	 & Fireplaces, 71, 75

HOME ACCENTS, HOME DÉCOR,  
FURNITURE & COLLECTIBLES
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 40&41
Artefacts Salvage & Design, 21
C & G Solid Wood Furniture, 12
Decorative Dreams, 35
Fine Oak Things, 35
Hearth Manor, 45
Heritage Lifestyle Home Furnishings, 7
Home Furniture, 73
My Back Shed, 26
Natasha Melanson Designs, 55
Swiss Interiors, 21
The Millionaire’s Daughter, 23
Urban Manor, 65
White Pear Studios, 59

HOME IMPROVEMENTS &  
HOME RENOVATIONS
Fasada, 21, 23, 25, 27
Ideal Home Design, 23, 71
Monster Renos, 63
Sloot Construction Ltd., 27

INTERIOR DECORATING &  
INTERIOR DESIGN
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 40&41
Decorative Dreams, 35
Heritage Lifestyle Home Furnishings, 7
Natasha Melanson Designs, 55
Parkyn Design, 3
Pinkus Interiors, 71, 77
Sold by Style, 61
Your Story by Design, 21

IRONWORK
MAKS General Contracting Ltd, 8

KITCHEN & BATH
Coxson-McInnis Custom Kitchens,  
	 Cabinetry & Millwork, 15
Decorrestore, 55
Infinity Kitchens, 37
Liberty Custom Cabinetry, 65
Monster Renos, 63
Oakville Kitchen & Bath Centre, 13
Unique Kitchens of Burlington, 61

LANDSCAPE DESIGN,  
LANDSCAPING, LAWN & GARDEN
Rain Gods Inc., 63

LIGHTING
Gerrie Lighting Studio, 80
Rain Gods Inc., 63

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Home Furniture, 73

PAINTING & DECORATING
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 40&41
Benjamin Moore, 4
Decorrestore, 55
White Pear Studios, 59

POOLS, SPAS, HOT TUBS & SAUNAS
Immerspa, 79

REAL ESTATE
Sedgwick Marshall Heritage Homes, 8

TREE SPECIALISTS
Arborwood Tree Service, 63

WINDOW FASHIONS
Blind Advantage, 11
Budget Blinds, 5
Decorative Dreams, 35
Fasada, 21, 23, 25, 27
Shades of Home, 61

WINDOWS & DOORS
Doorway Inc, 13
Fasada, 21, 23, 25, 27
Golden Windows, 35
Loft Doors, 26
QSI Windows & Doors, 17
The Door Centre, 8

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email jennifer.moore@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 905.332.5220 or 905.320.7818.

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/oakville. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

 
 

Warm
Relaxed

Comfortable
Add Style & Savings to Your Home

Visit Our Showroom for 
Professional Advice on Fireplaces
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Recreate this look in your own home.
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1. DAVID TRUBRIDGE LTD: Kina & Koura 
Hanging Light Fixtures in Natural with Yellow 
2. IMAX WORLDWIDE HOME: Ellie the Elephant 
Reclaimed Metal Coat Rack  3. LAILA’S INC: 
Cuba 88 Artwork by Kevin Turino  4. ENRICO: 
Root Vases  5. EQ3: Dot Tray in Black  6. NUEVO: 
Patrik Lounge Chair  7. WEAVERS ART: Kazak 
Hand-Knotted Wool Rug  8. EQ3: Sphere 
Ottoman in Tulsa II Jet Leather  9. MOE’S RETAIL 
CANADA: Preston Club Chair in Brown Leather  
10. THE PILLOW COLLECTION: Zenjiro Plaid 
Pillow in Avocado  11. EQ3: Reverie Loveseat in 
Klein Sunny Fabric  OH

Mid-ModMood.indd   2 2016-07-19   12:46 PM

Space Planning • Full Service Interior Design • Kitchen, Bathroom, Basement Renovations
Furniture • Window & Wall Treatments • Colour Consultations • Redesign Your Home

905.523.9835
www.pinkusinteriors.com   |   brenda@pinkusinteriors.com

www.houzz.com/pro/bpinkus
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As leaves fall gently to the ground, 
bring the beauty of their shapes 
and colours inside.

1

4

5

6

9

8

2

3

10

7

1. ARTERIORS: Hyde Small Sculpture  2. KLIPPAN: 
Leksand White Oven Glove and Pot Holder  3. PORT-
STYLE ENTERPRISES INC: Charles Viancin Silicone 
Coaster in Banana Leaf  4. COLE & SON: Geometric II, 
Deco Palm in Pink & Folie Fontainebleau Wallpapers  
5. REVELATION BY UTTERMOST: Adaline Etagere  
6. JAIPUR LIVING: Verdigris Pillow  7. POTTERY 
BARN: Gold Leaf Fern Framed Print  8. JAIPUR 
LIVING: National Geographic Home Collection Rug 
in Palm Leaf  9. MERCANA ART DÉCOR: Cright Table 
Lamp  10. UTTERMOST: Foliage Mirror  OH

Inside
AUTUMN

InsideAutumn.indd   2 2016-08-15   3:28 PM

CALL US TO GET STARTED!   

855.311.7965
or visit immerspa.com/ourhomes

Add some  
to your me time.

THE BACKYARD OF 
YOUR DREAMS IS CLOSER 
THAN YOU THINK. 

Immerspa inground spas, mini-pools 
& pools are quick and very easy to 
install — and surprisingly well priced! 

It’s really just a phone call away! 
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