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Oakville Paint & Decor 
216 Oak Walk Dr, Unit 3 
289.725.2200 
erinmillspaint.com
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Find expert service and every colour you can imagine  
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You dream it, 
we design it.

CUSTOM 
HOME 

DESIGN

226.841.0138   info@trulinedesign.com

trulinedesign.com

Over 40 years experience.

development

consultation

design
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Contact your Carrier Expert today.

Call 647-749-0878 
or visit www.carrier.ca for more information.

Receive a rebate* on your qualifying purchase of 
an energy-effi  cient Carrier® heating and/or cooling 
system from August 26 – November 15, 2019 
and enjoy increased comfort and energy savings 
all year round.

PLUS - DON’T PAY FOR 90 DAYS
No Payments, No Interest†

RECEIVE
UP TO $1,765
 in rebates with Carrier® Cool Cash* 

It’s easy to do the math this fall

Give the next cold snap the cold shoulder.

The Year’s Best Off er.

COOL CASH
REBATES UP TO

$1,765
ON A QUALIFIED

HOME COMFORT SYSTEM
BY CARRIER

FOR 90 DAYS

*Cool Cash offer valid August 26 - November 15, 2019 through participating Carrier dealers only. Installations must be completed by December 15, 2019. Homeowner must claim rebate at www.CarrierIncentives.com by December 15, 2019, 6:00pm CT. Rebates paid on qualifying 
products. System rebates range from $0 to $1,050 depending on purchase. System rebates are as follows: a standard equipment rebate of up to $1,465 for the purchase of a Carrier 59MN Furnace, 25VNA0 Heat Pump & Infinity Control, Infinity Wi-Fi Bundle or Control, Infinity Air 
Purifier or Steam Humidifier or a Geothermal equipment rebate of up to $1,765 for the purchase of a Carrier GZ-Infinity 2-Stage Split, FE-Infinity System Fan Coil, SYSTXCC-Infinity Control, Infinity Air Purifier, Ventilator, Humidifier (LFP, LBP, SBP or WBP) & UV Light.

Contact your Carrier Expert today.

Call 647-749-0878 
or visit www.carrier.ca for more information.

Receive a rebate* on your qualifying purchase of 
an energy-effi  cient Carrier® heating and/or cooling 
system from August 26 – November 15, 2019 
and enjoy increased comfort and energy savings 
all year round.

PLUS - DON’T PAY FOR 90 DAYS
No Payments, No Interest†

RECEIVE
UP TO $1,765
 in rebates with Carrier® Cool Cash* 

It’s easy to do the math this fall

Give the next cold snap the cold shoulder.

The Year’s Best Off er.

COOL CASH
REBATES UP TO

$1,765
ON A QUALIFIED

HOME COMFORT SYSTEM
BY CARRIER

FOR 90 DAYS

Receive a rebate* on your qualifying purchase of 
an energy-efficient Carrier® heating and/or cooling 
system from August 26 – November 15, 2019 and enjoy 
increased comfort and energy savings all year round.



AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
•	 3,534	sq.	ft.	including	4	bedrooms	
•	 Each	with	Ensuite	Access
•	 10	ft	Main	Floor	Height	
•	 9	ft	Second	Floor	Height
•	 Fully	Finished	Basement

By Appointment.  Call 905.318.3800

H A M I L T O N 96 CHESTER AVENUE  •  50 x 140 FT. DEEP LOT  •  $1,149,900  

VISIT: 	www.S C A R L E T T H O M E S .com

A N C A S T E R 3 DEERFIELD LANE  •  WALKOUTS AVAILABLE

PRESENTATION CENTRE OPEN 1 - 5 DAILY  •  CLOSED FRIDAY 

Custom	Built	by	SCARLETT	HOMES	LTD.

OVER TWENTY MODELS 
PRICED FROM $899,900 TO $1,499,900

Main	Floor	Master	Bedroom	Designs

Call 905.318.3800

Email:  info@scarletthomes.com

www.SCARLETTHOMES.com Custom	Built	by	SCARLETT	HOMES	LTD.

BURLINGTON
2202 INDUSTRIAL ST.

905.320.4811

SAVE $$$
with Energy Efficient Blinds

ON SALE
NOW!

FREE
INSTALLATION

MINIMUM $850 ORDER
OFFER ENDS SEPTEMBER 30TH 2019

Call us to book your 
in-home consultation!

Covering Windows for over 30 years
SALNEK.CA

Barrie • Collingwood • Dundas • Markham • Toronto

DUNDAS
242 GOVERNORS RD.

905.966.2251

B L I N D S   |   S H U T T E R S   |   D R A P E R Y   |   M O T O R I Z AT I O N   |   A U T O M AT I O N

erthcoverings.com

Stunning natural 
stone veneers. 
Exterior and 
interior walls.



New Pella Experience Center

VISIT US TODAY!
Oakville, 1195 North Service Road West

905-827-1690 | PellaofToronto.com

Be one of the first to explore the new Pella Experience Center —
Our window and door studio that changes how you shop. 

Gain inspiration from our style gallery. Easily compare products
and styles to match any home and budget.

A new way to shop for windows and doors. 

705.571.5757 / /  800.626.8996
mcleodteam@sothebysrealty.ca  / /  mcleodteam.com

13 Medora Street, Port CarlingMEGAN
MCLEOD

Broker/Team Leader

SHELLEY
GOOD

Sales Representative

CORRINE
DAYMAN

Sales Representative

DAWN
CORBETT

Director of Administration
Sales Representative

Sotheby’s International Realty Canada Brokerage. Independently owned and operated. 
E.&O.E. This information is from sources which we deem reliable, but must be verified 

by prospective Purchasers and maybe subject to change or withdrawal.

Unfinished $2,888,000 | Finished $3,388,000

This is a last chance to own a property south of the Lakeshore with a lakefront
view from your very own huge roof top terrace! South Beach worthy! 

Exceptional Burlington to-be-completed home! Lake views and minutes to all the 
Lakeshore has to offer and the over-sized rooftop terrace is the last of its kind! 
Four stories of luxurious living space including a master en-suite as well as a 
junior master en-suite, elevator shaft and then the highlight, a half story with your 
massive entertaining roof top deck makes room for a large entertainment lounging space all with 
an incredible view of the Waterfront.  A unique contemporary build by Bone Construction means top 
quality! A true entertainers delight with 2 gourmet kitchens! To complete this package is a garage 
large enough to fit 8 cars with lift!  

This amazing structure is ready for all the finishes! The opportunity is yours to take over the project 
and finish to your taste or have the builder finish to your specifications.  Ask us for List of Builder 
Allowances!

Custom BURLINGTON WATERFRONT BUILD!

MCLEOD T E A M

FIND YOUR PERFECT MUSKOKA

JUST LISTED & SOLD!

LAKE OF BAYS - $4,895,000 EAGLE LAKE - $1,295,000 LAKE VERNON - $1,395,000

Sotheby'sFALL19_OAK/MISS_only.indd   1 2019-08-19   9:55 AM



ARCHITECTURAL  +  INTERIOR  DESIGN
CUSTOM HOMES     RENOVATIONS     COTTAGES
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celebrating life at home

OUR inspiration 
becomes YOUR reality

Home Tours, Style Ideas, 
Recipes & DIYs

Follow OUR HOMES on Pinterest, Facebook 

and Instagram for the latest updates
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RECENT TOP PIN  
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Recipe / National 
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Storewide Sale on Now!



WWE ALL HAVE those 
little moments that stay 
with us. One of mine 
is from my university 
days. As young girls, my 
friends and I spent hours 
traipsing in and out of each 
other’s homes, our days 
a blur of classes, outfit 
changes and time spent on 
hair and makeup. 

My friend Lisa and her 
family lived in Sherwood 
Forest, steps from U of T 
Mississauga. If you know 
the general area, it’s lush 

with conservation land, the Credit River and beautiful homes on 
sprawling properties.

Her mom Anna is a design aficionado, and their home was picture-
perfect, from childhood photos artfully arranged to the spotless floors 
and a fresh, stylish aesthetic. Each room flowed seamlessly to the next, a 
symphony of beauty and function. 

The home, and her family, were always warm and welcoming. But 
what stuck with me long after we finished school and went on to 
have our own homes and families was the vase of flowers that always 
graced the kitchen counter. From soft, simple posies to bright, dynamic 
blooms, there was always something fresh and lively on display. It 
added verve, a touch of personality, a little moment that said “Hello, you 
are welcome here.”

Author Hans Christian Andersen once said, “Just living is not 
enough… one must have sunshine, freedom and a little flower.” As a 
young woman, I vowed to always have a little flower in my life. As 
newlyweds we held firm on a budget and I had a zillion reasons why a 
simple market bunch was an awful waste of money. It seemed irrational 
that a few blooms would have the power to make me happy, but my 
husband encouraged me to buy them week after week, and so I did. 

A couple of decades and many, many blooms later, there is always 
at least one bunch of flowers on my counter. For me, it’s a small 
investment that yields a big return. 

As it happens, fresh flowers offer plenty of benefits. They enhance 
your mood, reduce stress and promote feelings of calmness. Get out 
there and buy yourself a bunch!

Gina Makkar, Managing Editor
gina.makkar@ourhomes.ca

Follow us      
Subscriptions subscribe@ourhomes.ca 

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

12 Theodore drive, Mississauga, oN L5M 1e4
905-566-9072

iNfo@ThegaTTigroupcorp.coM
www.ThegaTTigroupcorp.coM

From Design to Execution... contact us for a consultation

cusToM BuiLders • reNovaTors

2019

furniture | lighting | accessories

BENCHCONDOS .CO M

289.566.9241
info@benchcondos.com

ONE & TWO BEDROOM CONDOS UP TO 1,045 SQ. FT. 

FROM THE MID $300’S

A boutique mid-rise condominium is coming to charming downtown Beamsville 
offering exquisite suites with luxury features, up to 10’ ceilings and parking 
included. Boasting glorious views of the Escarpment and the Lake plus your own 
rooftop terrace with BBQ. Savour elegant condo living in the Niagara Region 
surrounded by renowned wineries, stunning vistas, charming villages and eclectic 
shopping. Life is fine at The Bench. Move in 2020. Learn more, REGISTER TODAY 

and be there for our Grand Opening this September!

ASK ABOUT OUR INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY BONUS

S T E P  U P  T O  T H E  B E N C H

Sales Office: 4514 Ontario Street, 
Beamsville, ON L0R 1B5

THE BENCH SALES OFFICE
Prices and specifications are subject to change without notice. Renderings are artist concept. E. & O.E. 

BEAMSVILLE

GRAND OPENING 
THIS SEPTEMBER

  YOUR ROOFTOP PATIO
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Ontario, Canada

Sam McDadi 
BSc., M.B.A. 

Sales Representative

“We are proud to 
have helped more 

than 11,400 families 
and friends with 
their real estate 

needs, and to have 
sold more than 

$5.7 billion in real 
estate.”

* Based on ReDatum stats plus exclusive, 
builder and non-treb sales and leases, both 
independent and with team, 1988 to present

CALL TEAM MCDADI TO LEARN HOW OUR 
VALUE ADDED SERVICES WILL YIELD YOU 

THE BEST POSSIBLE RESULTS! 905.502.1500

ARE YOU THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING YOUR HOME?

Stunning, custom-built. approx 7,000 sq ft home in Rattray 
Marsh steps to Lake Ontario. 6 beds, 9 baths. Stone exterior & 
designer interior. Gorgeous gourmet kitchen with large island.

mcdadi.ca/451c

$6,888,000

8+1 beds, 9 baths. Lorne park landmark residence designed 
by architect David Small. Gourmet kitchen. Unprecedented 
millwork. Sauna, gym, wine cellar.

mcdadi.ca/1019i

$5,849,000

6+1 beds, 9 baths. Approx 2 acres. 6 car garage. Gorgeous 
gourmet kitchen. Open rise staircase. 2 luxurious master suites 
with walk-out to balconies.

mcdadi.ca/3797c

$4,500,000

Lorne Park. 5+1 bedrooms, 4 baths. Spectacular indoor & 
outdoor living. 4,439 sq ft of living space. Main floor with huge 
studio/o� ice (or 6th bedroom). In-ground pool.

mcdadi.ca/1019l

$1,575,000

TO VIEW ALL OF OUR LISTINGS AND OUR 
APPROXIMATELY 200 OFFLINE LISTINGS (NOT ON MLS)

VISIT US AT MCDADI.COM
18  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 9



Wine collecting requires a special 
space of its own and more homeowners 
are installing wine rooms in new and 
existing homes to ensure the right bottle 
is on hand. With today’s technology, 
refrigeration and modern materials, wine 
can be stored in almost any location. 
However, this 6,100-year-old beverage 
still requires tender loving care.

WINE IS FUSSY 
Wine breathes through the cork and ages 
in the process. Too much oxygen makes 
the wine bitter. The pace of this breathing 
is faster at higher temperatures and 
slower at lower temperatures. Fluctuations 
in temperature and humidity accelerate 
the aging process. 

WINE STORAGE 
Wine requires a cool, dark space with 
higher humidity than the average living 
space. Wine does not like noise or 
vibrations from any source. 

It doesn’t like any temperature extremes; 
45°F to 65°F are the best temperatures for 
serving wine and 55°F is the ideal storing 
temperature for long-term storage, 
regardless of your wine style. Wine 
storage rooms come in two types: passive 
and active.

Passive Wine Cellars such as caves, 
basements and closets are naturally 
cooler and only receive indirect sunlight. 
They minimize swings in temperature and 
damage to the wine. 

Active (Cooled) Wine Cellars are fully 
climate-controlled and can be set to the 
perfect storage temperature and humidity 
level to ensure ideal conditions. They are 
more flexible and can fit into any large, 
small or odd space in your home. 

MODERN DESIGN TRENDS
Glass enclosures allow you to show off 
your wine collection and can be built 
as tall or wide as you want. The choice 
of tempered glass used is extremely 
important. The insulation value should 
maximize the refrigeration, humidification 
benefits and UV protection required for 
wine rooms that are in direct contact 
with sunlight. Etched or frosted glass are 
decorative options.

Integrating wine cellar design into your 
space for that WOW factor. Placing 
wine storage in living areas, man caves 
or kitchens allows you and your guests to 
engage with the wine while you show off 
your collection. 

A label-forward design draws attention 
to the label art. It creates an intimate, 
interactive experience between the user 
and the bottle of wine. 

Metal and acrylic wine racking. These 
materials are gaining popularity in 
contemporary wine cellar design. They 
provide the same storage quality as wood 
and can be much more cost effective.

Bridging old and new. Combining wood 
with metal or acrylic allows for more 
flexibility in a project design that is less 
stuffy and ornate, more contemporary 
and inviting.

MODERN DESIGN
AND CONSTRUCTION
CONSIDERATIONS
 Use LED lights and UV film for  
glass enclosures. 

 No vibrating wall speakers and no 
noisy air conditioners. Insulate your 
mechanical air ducts or use a ductless  
air conditioner. 

 Vent equipment heat outside.

 Storing multiple bottles of wine requires 
plywood backing for wall installation. 

 Proper wall insulation, a vapour barrier 
and moisture-resistant green board 
walls are essential.

 Easy access to electricity.

 Moisture-resistant flooring is a must. 
Consider the insulation value of the 
floor and materials.

RETURN ON YOUR
INVESTMENT (ROI)
A wine cellar is a high-end investment 
and, in some homes, it is a must-have 
upgrade. With an average bottle price of 
$95, it pays to design your investment so 
it can add value to your home.

Galileo tells us: “Wine is sunlight, held 
together by water.” Then 
sunlight and water 
hold together the 
truth in wine. 
Take good 
care of your 
truth.  OH

Interior Designer 
Dolores Pian 
shares her ideas.

WINE 
CELLARS
WINE CELLARS AND
WINE-TASTING ROOMS
ARE COMING OF AGE. 
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PHOTO COURTESY OF VINTAGEVIEW

PHOTO BY JERI KOEGEL

Advice_WineCellars.indd   2 2019-08-29   11:59 AM

Before After Before After

Residential Roofing • Roof Repairs • Commercial Roofing • Shingles • Metal Roofing • Siding 
Eavestroughs • Leaf Guards • Flat Roofing • Skylights • Sun Tunnels • Duradek • GAF Warranties

www.cherryandclarkroofing.ca
1.800.461.4435  |  905.403.9128

 UP TO 30YR WORKMANSHIP WARRANTIES & 50YR MATERIAL WARRANTIES 
SERVICING: AURORA • BRAMPTON • BURLINGTON • HAMILTON • MARKHAM 

MILTON • MISSISSAUGA • NEWMARKET • OAKVILLE • SCARBOROUGH • TORONTO

FOR A 
LIMITED TIME: 

NO HST OR 
0% INTEREST 

FOR 36 
MONTHS! 
*ON APPROVED CREDIT
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2 	 HOUSE WARMINGS

Baltic Sideboard
Canadian-made, this handcrafted, 
solid-wood sideboard can 
be custom-made to your 
specifications and finished 
with your choice of paint or 
stain. Available with different 
hardware options.

550 Speers Rd., Oakville 
905.844.1000 | housewarmings.ca

1 	 IMPERIAL RUG GALLERIES

Area Rug
Handwoven in India, this luxurious 
rug is crafted with a blend of 
silk and wool. Cool and warm 
tones strike a balance that 
marries seamlessly with new or 
existing décor. 

346 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville | 905.845.1305 
232 King St E., Toronto | 416.777.0304 
imperialrug.ca

3 	 HOME HARDWARE

Beauti-Tone Paint
Add a refreshing punch of colour  
to enliven your décor inside and 
out with Beauti-Tone’s fall palette. 
Hues include Social Light, Atomic 
Sage, Self Azure, Blue Out of 
Proportion and Berry In Love.

Available at local Home Hardware locations. 
Find one near you at homehardware.ca

5 	 HOUSE&CANVAS

Desk
This sweet little desk’s simple 
lines were given new life with 
House&Canvas Furniture Paint in 
Silver Sage, and topcoat in clear 
wax. Dynamic drawer pulls add the 
perfect finishing touch.

433 Brock Ave., Burlington 
289.772.6402 | houseandcanvas.com 

4 	 THE FEATHERED BED

Bedding
Sienna bedding by St Genève is 
woven in Italy, embracing modern 
Moroccan design. Abstract, 
geometric shapes combine with 
organic elements to complement 
the cool blue palette.

1463 Ontario St., Burlington 
905.681.2400 | thefeatheredbed.ca

6 	 UNITECH DOORS 			 
	 MANUFACTURER INC.

Door
Make a grand entrance – that’s 
what Unitech is all about. From 
initial drawing to final installation, 
Unitech sets the standard in 
fiberglass front-door entry systems. 

260 Jevlan Dr., Woodbridge 
905.856.4011 | unitechdoors.com  OH

1

2

5

6

the heat 
IS ON

PHOTOGRAPHY NESO BASARA

This season’s cool design 
ideas will help warm up fall. 

3
SELF AZURE 

(SC180-4) 

BERRY IN LOVE
(SC184-3)

BLUE OUT OF 
PROPORTION 

(SC176-3)

SOCIAL  
LIGHT  

(SC175-0)

ATOMIC SAGE 
(VF112-0)

4
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INGREDIENTS 

10-12 apples, cored and quartered  

2 oranges, peeled and quartered 

Cinnamon stick

4 whole cloves 

8-10 cups water

DIRECTIONS 

Place apples, oranges and spices 
into a stock pot. Add water until 
the fruit is covered.

Simmer over low heat for 2 hours.

Mash fruit and simmer for 
another hour. 

Strain through a fine mesh strainer 
or cheesecloth.

Reheat to serve.  OH

Homemade
APPLE CIDER
RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

A classic fall favourite. This homemade 
apple cider is the ideal way to use some 
of those freshly picked apples. 

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

HomemadeAppleCider.indd   2 2019-08-12   4:09 PM

The Downsview cabinetry collection is custom crafted in North America and available through select kitchen design showrooms

DOWNSVIEW KITCHENS  2635 Rena Road, Mississauga,ON  Phone (905) 677-9354

Visit our website: www.downsviewkitchens.com

76461_MUSKOKA-2019_SJC_BLEAD05HM.qxd  19-05-08  10:16 AM  Page 1
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1
ART DECO: 
1910s-1930s
Art Deco has come a long 
way from its artful origins 
in the 1910s in Paris, France. 
This decadent aesthetic is 
distinguished by geometric 
motifs, curved forms, defined 
silhouettes and the dominant 
desire to be modern, influencing 
everything from architecture 
and furniture to jewelry, fashion 
and everyday appliances. 
Remnants of this distinctive 
style continue to inspire today’s 
trendiest lighting designs. 
This bodes well for interior 
designers and homeowners who 
wish to incorporate a hint of 
adornment in an otherwise cool, 
contemporary abode. The avant-
garde aesthetic is thoughtfully 
modernized with warm metals 
such as gold and copper and 
trendy geometric forms.

3LUMINOUS 
LIGHTING 
TRENDS

Inspired By Throwbacks
STORY PHYLLIS LUI 

AND ALEEM KASSAM

PHOTOGRAPHY
PROVOKE STUDIOS

In the illuminating world of design and décor, history has a way of 
repeating itself. At least, the good things from the past seem to find their way back into the spotlight. 
Today’s hottest interior lighting styles are taking a cue from days gone by, but these throwbacks are 
being revived with a cool, contemporary twist. Here are three lighting trends to keep your eye on in 
2019 and beyond, inspired by the ages and back in all their glory. 

DESIGNER PICK: 
Hexagons are hot, baby! 
They are appearing in 
everything from lighting 
to tiles and textiles. 
Hudson Valley Lighting 
has a great selection.

3LuminousLightingTrends.indd   2 2019-08-12   4:08 PM

Continued on page 28

Set in Stone
             mega Mantels, an industry leader,  
has been manufacturing exclusive custom  
cast stone products for over 35 years.

Let us help you design and create your very own 
custom Fireplace Mantel or Kitchen Hood.

Omega Architectural Montreal:  
950 Rue Begin, Montreal, QC H4M 2N5  

514.600.4245

Omega Architectural Orlando: 
968 Lake Baldwin Ln., Orlando, FL 32814 

407.232.9009

Head Office/Showroom: 
260 Jevlan Dr., Unit 3, Woodbridge, ON L4L 8B1 

905.851.7089

www.omegamantels.com 
info@omegamantels.com26  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 9
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OLD HOLLYWOOD 
GLAMOUR: 1930s-1940s
Vintage romance is the prevailing theme 
of the equally inspired and inspiring Silver 
Screen starlet era. Those who seek to bring 
this luxurious look into the spotlight 
embrace a “more is more” mentality. (To 
those who find themselves asking if it’s 
“too much,” the answer is likely, “it’s just 
enough.”) Look for sparkle and shine, and 
overall softness that comes in the form of 
fabric shades and gentle silhouettes, such 
as a cascading crystal chandelier.

FUTURE FORWARD: TODAY, 
TOMORROW & BEYOND
What’s next in the world of lighting and 
design? The future looks bright indeed, and as 
with all things these days, technology is the 
driver of the latest and greatest.

LEDs have created an endless world of 
possibilities for modern lighting designers, 
and they have become mainstream thanks 
to their efficiency, longevity, wide range of 
colours and temperatures, and their unique 
applications. They’ve also become more 
economical, which is great news for all.

Lighting controls are a huge trend and an 
essential part of every lighting plan. Even the 
most perfect arrangement of recessed lights, 
pricey designer fixtures and top-to-bottom 
accent lighting won’t create the impact 
you want without the ability to customize. 
Lighting controls can range from basic 
fundamentals to high-tech features, so consult 
a lighting professional to determine what’s 
available to meet your needs and wants.

One piece of advice we have for all our clients, 
regardless of their lighting choices, is to ensure 
all lights are on dimmers. This allows you to 
adapt the ambience based on your current mood 
and use of the space. This is especially important 
with the rise of modern multi-functional rooms 
and open-concept floor plans.

Don’t forget about the multitude of other 
options available to you, such as timers, 
sensors and so forth. For instance, a multi-
sensory switch with a motion detector in a 
bathroom or closet will enhance your day-to-
day in a subtle way. Once you have this, you’ll 
wonder how you ever got along without it. 

Then, for the smart-home owner, in the 
spirit of Google Home and Alexa, wireless and 
voice-activated lighting is the next big thing.

TIP: A chandelier lends 
the perfect touch of luxury 
that the Old Hollywood 
aesthetic demands. 
Traditionally featured in 
dining rooms and front 
foyers, a crystal chandelier 
also makes a dreamy 
addition to a bedroom 
or bathroom.

MID-CENTURY 
MODERN: 
1950s-1960s
This important style movement 
continues to affect interior design 
today. The simple and understated 
look is all about minimalism 
and integrating with nature. 
When it comes to lighting, this 
enduring aesthetic has never truly 
gone out of style.

FAVOURITE: One of the 
most prevalent examples of 
Mid-century modern today 
is the Sputnik chandelier, 
which is well-loved for the 
simplicity of its glass globes 
and an unfussy, linear 
base, lending intriguing 
illumination with a chic, 
sculptural focal point.

Whether you’re tempted by the throwbacks, 
fascinated by the future or you find yourself 
somewhere in between, consider your lifestyle and 
consult with a professional who can shed some 
light on what’s available and what’s possible.  OH

Phyllis Liu and Aleem Kassam are partners at 
Vancouver-based Kalu Interiors.

PHOTO: PUREEDGE LIGHTING
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Window Coverings • Furniture • Artwork 
Accessories • Custom Upholstery • Area Rugs

Cushions & Throw Pillows  
Come and explore our design center, get inspired and get creative as 
you browse the entire line of Hunter Douglas products, or view samples 

of our work, fabrics lines, accents and hardware.

905.849.5544
www.customhomeautomation.ca

www.customhomedecor.ca
Unit 7, 2390 Wyecroft Road, Oakville

Design & Create

Talk to One of Our Smart Home Consultants for Free!

Have you ever wished you could turn off your lights with a simple 
word? Set your blinds to close after the sun sets? Fill your house or 
a single room with your favorite song? Meet Your New Smart Home. 
Start with a single room, or transform your entire space - whatever 
you decide, we can help you plan, install & configure your home to 

save you time, money & energy! 

YOUR HOME JUST 
GOT SMARTER

Ontario’s Most
Award Winning

R

GOLD WINNER

2014

Home Cleaning

Planning a  
wedding?

Expecting or  
had a baby?

Moving or new  
to the community?

Welcome
To The Neighbourhood!

ALL THE VISITS ARE FREE
NO OBLIGATION 

COMPLIMENTS OF LOCAL BUSINESSES

Bringing Local Community Information & Gifts
Welcome Wagon offers part-time career opportunities in your community.

Visit our website to register 
www.welcomewagon.ca

or call 1.844.299.2466
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WONDER
natural

STORY CATALINA MARGULIS   |   PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

The Zanel family first moved into their 
modest bungalow in Port Credit nine years 
ago. Over the years, they looked into major 
renovations, but instead chose minor upgrades 
to their home. When the time was right, they 
opted for a complete rebuild. They moved out 
for a year and handed their home to builder 
Peter Giampuzzi of Ornella Homes. 
Together with architectural technologist 
Richard Kossak of New Age Design and 
designer Francy Kralik of House Candy, 
Giampuzzi worked for 11 months to design and 
build the new home. 

BBringing the outdoors 
in was a key element 
driving the design of 
this new Port Credit 
build, home of Walter 
and Margaret Zanel 
and their children Cole 
and Hailey.

Continued on page 32

The home was designed to 
preserve the mature trees in 
the backyard. A covered porch 
creates an outdoor space 
protected from the elements.
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The Zanels first encountered Peter when they followed his 
building of a home across the street. “We were impressed with how 
they managed the build and the quality of workmanship we saw,” 
says Walter. “It was the best referral we could possibly have, to watch 
somebody in action, so it was a no-brainer for us to move forward with 
Peter. It’s been a great experience. I would never do another build 
without Peter; he was that impressive.”

“This neighbourhood is a hidden gem,” says Peter. “It’s walking 
distance to the lake, the marina, GO train, shopping and dining on 
the water – it doesn’t get much better than this. A lot of people don’t 
know it’s here, but the word is quickly getting out. Today, it’s in total 
regeneration with five new homes slated to start this fall alone.”

The Zanels’ spacious 75-by-150-foot lot includes mature trees 
and greenery. “There’s a first-growth oak tree in the backyard that’s 
about 400 years old and there’s also an old chestnut tree,” says Peter. 
“The family wanted to maintain the two trees, so we designed the 
house around the tree canopies. They provide natural shade and 
privacy year-round.”

The desire to integrate as many natural elements as possible was 
a big part of the plan. “Walter and Margaret had a very clear vision of 
their home from day one,” says Peter. “Their design philosophy was to 
build a home that would stand the test of time through clean, simple 
lines – and I believe they achieved it!”

Ornella Homes built the home with extended setbacks from the 

ABOVE: Modern lines are softened with warm 
wood, Owen Sound ledge rock and touches of 
greenery. RIGHT: A two-storey entrance and 
cantilevered staircase create a dramatic welcome. 
OPPOSITE: The home was carefully constructed 
to allow for maximum natural light. 

Continued on page 34

“THEIR DESIGN PHILOSOPHY WAS TO
BUILD A HOME THAT WOULD STAND

THE TEST OF TIME THROUGH
CLEAN, SIMPLE LINES – AND I
BELIEVE THEY ACHIEVED IT!”
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property line, 36-inch roof overhangs, charcoal 
grey windows and panelling, and sawn 
Owen Sound ledge-rock to give the home a 
California feel.

Living space was extended to the outdoors 
with a built-in backyard kitchen, complete 
with a barbecue and simmer unit. Between 
the exposed, I-beam back porch and the 
front entrance, 12,000 pounds of exposed 
steel were used.

“The architectural designer did just an 
incredible job with all the details,” Peter says. 
“Richard gave us the look of a floating canopy 

– the front and back porch look like they are 
floating on top of steel beams.” 

Inside, the home features a two-storey 
light tunnel from the front of the house to the 
back and splits the second storey into a master 
bedroom on one side, and kids’ rooms on the 
other. A glass bridge connects the two wings 
and floods the interior with natural light 
throughout the day. 

“Richard is a master of form and function. 
He did an excellent job in maximizing the 
amount of natural light into the home, 
without sacrificing privacy or space. The home 

LEFT: A glass-enclosed bridge overlooking 
the modern kitchen connects the two wings 
on the upper level. ABOVE: A mudroom with 
integrated storage brings practicality to the 
main floor. BELOW: The use of windows instead 
of a traditional backsplash is an unexpected and 
dynamic addition. All outlets are integrated into 
the solid surface counter. 

A great room with large proportions could feel 
cold, but the use of deep wood tones, stone and 
rich leather add warmth and texture. TOP LEFT: 
A built-in backyard kitchen allows the family to 
extend outdoor living well into fall. 

Continued on page 36

“ALL YOU SEE IS THE
GREENERY OF THE
BACKYARD POURING
INTO THE LIVING
ROOM. IT’S BEAUTIFUL,”
SAYS PETER.
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features floor-to-ceiling glass across 80 per 
cent of the rear of the home – all you see is 
the greenery of the backyard pouring into the 
living room. It’s beautiful,” says Peter. 

In the kitchen, glass windows were used 
for the backsplash, giving the impression of a 
“floating kitchen.” All cabinetry and built-in 
closets were imported from Venice, Italy, by 
Trevisana Kitchens & Interiors. “Gian 
Luigi Ongaro, who leads the Toronto office, 
has been part of the family business from the 
beginning and launched here in Toronto five 
years ago, bringing a range of products I’ve never 
seen before in Canada,” says Peter. The lacquer 
kitchen features powder-grey cabinets, concrete 
panels and LED track lighting recessed into the 
millwork. “It’s simple, clean and elegant.”

City Stairs created stairs made of cut and 
welded steel with floating white oak slabs to 
match the hardwood floors, which are white 

oak with a bleached finish. The home also 
integrates natural elements, with a feature 
wall in the entryway made of 600 square feet 
of natural stone.

It was important to maintain the warm, 
modern feel throughout the home. This 
was accomplished by Francy the designer. 
“She ensured that the choices we made 
aligned to this vision: Tiles, flooring, 
countertops, millwork, fixtures, lighting, 
doors and paint colour all worked together 
perfectly,” says Walter.

Ornella Homes did all the landscaping. A 
mix of ornamental grasses and river rock give 
the exterior an exotic look, while highlighting 
the simplicity of the house and the nature 
surrounding it. “Every house we do, we try to 
plant at least a dozen trees. We planted oak 
trees, Japanese maples and dogwood trees for 
seasonal colour and foliage,” Peter says.

Continued on page 38

With so many windows throughout, the home has a 
cottage in the city vibe despite its modern aesthetic. 
BELOW: The powder room blends simple, organic 
materials to echo the home’s overall feel.

C elebrat ing Excel lence  In Design And Craf tsmanship.

TrevisanaKitchens.com                   OrnellaHomes.com
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The home also includes a family space in the 
basement, as well as a gym and nanny suite. In addition 
to LED lighting throughout, the home has a two-stage 
furnace that allows heat and air conditioning to be 
controlled from each room in the house. 

The project delivered exactly what the homeowners 
wanted, a month ahead of schedule, which makes for 
happy homeowners and a happy builder. 

“Like anything else in life, it’s important to have the 
right team in place, and we really did,” says Walter. 
“When you have the right team, you are able to overcome 
any hurdles or issues pretty easily. We are very happy 
with the end result.”  OH

LEFT: Wood elements are carried to the upper level for 
continuity. BOTTOM LEFT: A peek into a custom closet in the 
master bedroom. BELOW: Integrated custom shelves and 
sleek furnishings in the office maintain the modern feel and 
add function.

Respraying and refacing are available in custom colours with carpenters available for your on-site modifications.

Affordable Options
I didn’t know I had so many

REPAINT
REFACE
REPLACE

 
1163 King Rd . Unit 7 

Burlington 905.632.6465 

220 Nebo Rd . Unit 1 
Hamilton 905.381.4269

info@decorrestore.ca 
www.decorrestore.ca

www.unitedlumber.ca

Barrie
705.726.8132
520 Bayfield St. N.

 

Bolton
905.857.6970
12833 Hwy 50 S.

 

Georgetown
905.873.8007

333 Guelph St.
 

United Truss – Innisfil
705.436.3425
3325 Thomas St.

The Home You Always Wanted, The Way You Want It.

UNITED TRUSS 
is committed to providing 

our customers with the 
highest quality roof and 

floor systems, at competitive 
prices.  Demand the best 

from your builder by 
purchasing your truss and 
engineered wood needs 

from one of Ontario’s only 
wood truss manufacturers 
with a third-party audited 

quality control program

PROVIDING GREAT 
SERVICE & GREAT VALUE.

Submit Your Designs for a Truss Quote
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I’VE BEEN HAVING A NOT-SO-SECRET 
LOVE AFFAIR WITH HYDRANGEAS FOR 

MORE THAN 20 YEARS.

PANICLE TYPE 
(HYDRANGEA PANICULATA)
These are the hearty types with strong 
woody stems and panicle-shaped flowers 
that bloom reliably from mid- to late- 
summer, well into fall. They don’t require 
as much watering as the fancier types and 
don’t require staking. They bloom on new 
growth each year, so no need to worry 
about a hard winter destroying tender 
buds. In colder climates like ours, these 
beauties take full sun but enjoy protection 
from the strong afternoon heat. They 
typically grow between three to eight feet 
but can be pruned to maintain height. 
Their leaves are dark green, oval-shaped 
and turn shades of red/brown in autumn. 

VANILLA
STRAWBERRY
The fragrant Vanilla Strawberry hydrangea 
takes a few years to really get growing 
but when it does – oh my – patience will 
be rewarded with huge, fluffy and creamy 
white blooms slowly fading to pink and 
white bi-coloured flower heads. 

Vanilla
Strawberry

tThese beautiful, classic 
shrubs look great in 
traditional gardens, mixed 
gardens and modern 
gardens. There are so 
many luscious varieties, 
but over time (and 
through trial and error) 
my tastes have changed. 
Here is my tried and true 
list, including straight talk 
on all the popular varieties 
and the toughest, best 
of the best!

The name hydrangea 
stems from the Greek 
word for water, hydros 
and jar, angos, and more 
than hints at the constant 
moisture required to 
keep these plants happy, 
healthy and blooming. 
Their long-lasting blooms 
are not actually flowers, 
they are actually flower 
bracts, which explain their 
very long flowering cycle.

loveHYDRANGEA
STORY MELANIE REKOLA

HydrangeaLove.indd   2 2019-08-08   12:05 PM

Continued on page 42

Roofing and Home  
Renovations
With 30 years experience providing quality services 
in Toronto, Mississauga, Etobicoke and the Greater 
Toronto Area, Let It Rain ensures your roof will 
withstand the harsh GTA climate. 

We provide roofing and home renovation services  
to homeowners, architects and builders.

✔ Complete Roofing Systems

✔ Skylights, Sun Tunnels

✔ Eavestroughs, Soffit and Fascia

✔ Roof Repairs

✔ Home Renovations from Top to Bottom

✔ Financing Available

letitrain.ca
Phone 1-877-686-7246 for a  

free estimate

Custom Home Design • Modify an Existing Plan • Customize a Viceroy Style Home 
Or Use Your Own Design to Create Your Custom Dream Home 

Model Home Hours: Monday - Friday: 9am-5pm • Saturday 10am-4pm
Or By Appointment  •  Hwy 400 & Innisfil Beach Road

Building Lifestyles Since 1973

705.436.4663  |  arcarpentry.com 
1942 Commerce Park Drive, Innisfil
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ANNABELLE 
Annabelle hydrangea is a well-loved 
classic hydrangea with tremendous 
staying power. It has large, pure white 
snowball blooms but they do tend to 
flop after a heavy rain. Peony rings work 
to keep them upright and are quickly 
hidden by their large leaves or you can 
prop them up with strategically placed 
dead branches.

INCREDIBALL 
Incrediball hydrangea is exactly like 
Annabelle but with even more gargantuan 
white blossoms the size of basketballs! 

CLIMBING
HYDRANGEA 
(HYDRANGEA PETIOLARIS)
As the name advises, these hydrangeas 
are actually vines. Gorgeous white and 
fragrant lacecap flowers cover this sturdy 
vine in June/July. Mid-green leaves turn 
yellowish in fall with pretty peeling bark. 
This is a slow grower that enjoys a shady 
spot but can grow 50 feet, so plant wisely. 

BIGLEAF TYPE
(H. MACROPHYLLA)
These include both lace-caps and 
mophead types and are sometimes 
called French hydrangeas. They have big, 
glossy leaves and have gorgeous pink, 
blue, purple or white blossoms and are 
the fancy kind coveted by many. I hate to 
be cynical and the bearer of bad news, 
but in our Ontario climate, this type of 
hydrangea will often produce lots of 
leaves, but blossoms can sometimes be 
a scarcity. Most varieties bloom on old 
wood, making the flower buds susceptible 
to killing winter temps, though there are 
some that flower on both old and new 
wood. Read below.

ENDLESS SUMMER
Endless Summer hydrangea and its 
offspring (The Endless Summer collection) 
bloom on old and new wood, making 
them the most reliable of the bigleaf type 
for our climate. The blooms of the whole 
series are beautiful! Just be prepared; 
they are high-maintenance and if you 
want to keep them blooming, you need 
to water them often and just the right 
amount. They need to be kept moist, but 
not have wet feet. Best of luck!  OH

Climbing

Annabelle

Endless Summer

SMOOTH TYPE 
(HYDRANGEA ARBORESCENS)
Sometimes called wild hydrangeas, these 
have gorgeous, round snowball blooms 
that last for weeks in mid/late summer. 
They are much more shade tolerant than 
the panicle types but bloom best with 
some morning sun. They flower on new 
wood and can be pruned to the ground 
or near ground level in late winter/early 
spring to encourage abundant blossoms. 
The leaves of arborescens are large, dark 
green, heart-shaped, and thin. 

BOBO 
Bobo hydrangea is a dwarf panicle that is 
exceptionally floriferous. White blossoms 
turning to blush pink smother this small-
statured three-foot shrub. 

LIMELIGHT AND LITTLE LIME
Yet another wonderful panicle type, 
Limelight hydrangea sports cool lime-
green blooms. Little Lime hydrangea does 
too, in a smaller size.

Limelight

QUICK FIRE 
(AND LITTLE QUICK FIRE)
Quick Fire hydrangea (as the name 
suggests) blooms earlier than all the 
others. The flowers open white and quickly 
turn to dark pink. Little Quick Fire is exactly 
the same except it grows only about four 
feet in height – great for small spaces. 

Quick Fire

HydrangeaLove.indd   3 2019-08-08   12:05 PM
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10 WAYS to add
VINTAGE STYLEto your home
Gargantuan mahogany dining sets. Towering armoires. Royal Doulton figurines, anyone? If 
items like this aren’t your thing, you’re not alone. As The New York Times recently reported, 
thanks to today’s small homes and pared-down aesthetic, the market for traditional antiques 
has shifted sharply in the last two decades. 

Ready to dive into the 
happy chaos of your local 
antique market and find 
some deco treasures of 
your own? Looking for 
inspiration, we asked a 
couple of pros what’s flying 
off the shelves these days.

HERE’S OUR LIST 
OF MUST-HAVES 
FOR 2019:

BOTANICAL 
AND FLORAL 
PRINTS 
Bring the outdoors in with 
framed antique prints. 
Marlene says, “We had a 
book dealer with beautiful 
botanical prints and prints 
of birds from the mid-
1800s and they just sold 
like hotcakes!” 

1

A“As far as decorating, I think we’re 
contemporary,” confirms Marlene Cook, 
owner of the Sunday Antique Market in 
Toronto. So, why is thrifting all the rage? And 
why are markets like Marlene’s still mobbed 
on any given weekend? Marlene says that 
while her urban hipster shoppers give certain 
items a pass – yup, those dark old furniture 
suites – they love to snap up quirky vintage 
and antique pieces from savvy sellers. 

Yet the mindset has really changed. “Some 
people are thinking about upcycling and 
recycling,” she says. “When you buy something 
from a market like mine or somewhere else, 
it doesn’t go to landfill.” Today’s buyers also 
want quality craftsmanship, and investment 
potential. Above all, says Marlene, rather than 
rooms stuffed with antiques, buyers want 
single pieces to inject interest into modern 
interiors. “It could be a really great piece 
someone has seen in a magazine. Here they 
can buy the original. It doesn’t have to be 
a reproduction.”

Beyond the actual goods, Marlene says the 
market experience itself – communal, hands-
on, revelatory – is another huge draw today. 
“People get to talk to our vendors, they can 
get to shop and touch it and feel it, and see the 
vibrancy of the colours,” she explains. Vendors 
can also tell you about an object’s history, she 
says, meaning buyers are likely to take home a 
story along with their fab finds.

STORY CONNIE JESKE CRANE

10WaysToAddVintageStyle.indd   2 2019-08-16   9:40 AM

Continued on page 46

annette@royallepage.ca

O: 905.892.0222 

royallepage.ca
Annette Mastracci 

Sales Representative

1815 Merrittville Hwy,  
Fonthill L0S 1E6 

$1,380,000  
23 Forest Hill Crescent, Fonthill 
Modern day fairytale living in one of Niagara’s 

finest homes with castle-like turrets, lush gardens 

and a nature retreat with expansive pool and 

waterfall feature, nestled on a half-acre lot in 

the heart of Fonthill. Amidst Niagara’s famous 

vineyards and wineries, fine restaurants, theatres, 

shopping, festivals, biking, hiking and nature trails, 

fine living just got a whole lot better!

RLP_AnnetteMastracci.indd   1 2019-08-29   12:11 PM

1170 Rymal Rd E Unit C-1, Hamilton
905.575.6882  stoneonthego.com

QUARTZ  K ITCHEN COUNTERTOPS

Your Drapery and Shade
automation specialists

Appleby Crossing: 2500 Appleby Line, Burlington, ON L7L 0A2
www.coverscanada.ca

Call laurie for a free  
in-home ConSultation*

*some conditions apply

DireCt 416-660-8874
ShOwrOOm hOurS: 

mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 12-4, or by appointment

2019

905-333-8121
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VINTAGE HARDWARE
It’s a fantastic way to transform generic 
furniture, and dealers see many people 
hunting for hardware, particularly handles 
and drawer pulls.   OH

10

2
FULL-COLOUR 
VINTAGE MAPS, 
GLOBES AND TOYS
Often featured in high-end design 
magazines, buyers love using these 
items to add interest to kids’ rooms. 

VINTAGE 
VINYL LPs
Whether for display or 
listening pleasure, at 
the St. Jacobs Antique 
Market, manager 
Patrick Gilkes says, 
“Records are still the 
number-one seller 
right now.”

3

TEA CUPS 
& DISH SETS
Want to add superb 
quality and vintage wow-
factor to your table? 
Patrick says, “Entire 
dish sets are constantly 
selling, especially 
around holidays and 
Thanksgiving.”

5

8GLASSWARE
Whether funky cocktail 
glasses, colourful goblets 
or delicate stemware, 
Marlene says glassware 
sets are hot. “That’s 
something anyone can 
buy for a party.”

STERLING 
SILVER 
CUTLERY
While you can buy 
electroplated pieces for a 
song, pricier sterling silver 
cutlery elevates any table 
and is in high demand. 

4
DISPLAY 
PIECES
From typewriters to 
vases and sculptures, 
people are buying 
vintage objects 
for display. 6

MID-CENTURY 
ANYTHING
Vases, coffee tables, credenzas – sellers say 
the demand for well-designed mid-century 
pieces remains strong.7

9 EARLY ASIAN PIECES
Better-quality antiques, including pottery, 
are very popular. 

10WaysToAddVintageStyle.indd   3 2019-08-16   9:41 AM

Visit Our Showroom To See Our 
Fiberglass Doors on Display!

Quality Doors - Since 1993
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THE PLACE: For more than 35 years, Value Wood Floors Ltd. 

has been showcasing, selling, and installing beautiful flooring 

in the Greater Toronto Area. For general manager Robert 

Barnsley, expressing the beauty not only in his products, but in 

his customers’ experience, is all-important. “Our showroom is 

designed to be a cosy, inviting environment,” Robert says. “We 

don’t work on commission, so there is no feeling of pressure for 

our clients, and our sales staff are extremely educated regarding 

flooring and installation. Our focus is on quality products, so our 

customers feel comfortable in what they are purchasing from 

our store.” 

PHOTOGRAPHY NESO BASARA
STORY DENISE WILLSON

STEP 
inside

THE STYLE: The main focus at Value 

Wood Floors is hardwood flooring and 

installation. They also offer engineered 

hardwood, laminate, porcelain tile and 

vinyl flooring. Robert believes vinyl is 

currently the workhorse of the flooring 

industry. Today’s vinyl imitates hardwood 

almost exactly, yet it’s 100 per cent 

waterproof and extremely durable, making 

it ideal for bathrooms and basements. 

“Hardwood is beautiful, but not always 

the best option for the space,” Robert 

explains. This unique attention to customer 

needs, not just aesthetically pleasing 

options, further illustrates Value Wood 

Floors’ commitment to quality service.

THE TREND: Wide plank hardwood 

flooring is back in vogue, with white oak 

being particularly popular for its natural 

colour and unique graining. European 

white oak in long planks is ideal for large 

spaces, and neutral colours, such as greys 

and browns, are great for hiding wear 

and tear. Traditional patterned floors, like 

chevron and herringbone, are also making 

a return. Flooring is taking its rightful 

place as a home’s design feature, not just 

a necessary element.

THE FUTURE: To offer customers more 

options, Value Wood Floors plans to 

increase the size of its 2,000 sq. ft. 

showroom. The additional space will 

showcase custom designs, sanded 

finishes and custom colours and patterns. 

“We consistently work with designers 

and builders throughout the GTA,” says 

Robert. “They know our reputation for 

offering quality products and top-notch 

service, and enjoy working with us.” It’s 

obvious why. A commitment to quality is 

evident in everything they do.

WHERE: 106 Advance Rd., Toronto  

416.247.5110 | valuewoodfloors.ca  OH

Robert Barnsley 
and Gordon Main
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O U R  H O M E S  S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E

Country Charm was established just south of Owen 
Sound in November of 1996, when some might say the 
name was slightly more fitting. What started as a renovated 
shed behind the family farmhouse that displayed traditional 
oak pedestal tables and pine curved sleigh beds has evolved 
to a contemporary mix of everything from 
live edge to Scandinavian to everything 
in between. What hasn’t changed is the 
quality; every piece is handmade by Amish 
and Mennonite craftsmen, built entirely from 
domestic, solid wood. Three short years after 
starting what we thought was a side business, 
we evicted the cows and expanded from the 
little shed into our century old barn. Just last 
year we brought “Country Charm” to the city, opening 
a new store in the village of Streetsville, Mississauga. Far 
beyond what our name suggests, we sell all styles of dining 
room, bedroom, living room and office furniture. We also 
do custom built ins, mud rooms and complete kitchens. 

We offer both standard product lines and one of a kind 
pieces. When it comes to live edge, our wood is sourced 

from local sawmills and Wayne, the owner handpicks each 
unique, beautiful piece based off character and the story 
behind it (just ask!). We use only domestic woods that have 
been sustainably cut. Some of his favourite styles are made 
from reclaimed lumber sourced from old Ontario barns and 

tables made from Douglas Fir salvaged from 
the Welland Canal, showcasing character 
marks bearing the dark water stains and 
oversized holes where it was bolted to the 
walls of the canal. 

We are so grateful for the warm welcome 
that has been extended to us upon our 
recent expansion to Streetsville, and we look 

so forward to sharing with you all our wide selection of solid 
wood furniture. Each piece is made to order, specifically 
designed with your particular needs in mind… stain colour, 
wood choice and size – whatever it is you require, we can 
accommodate at a competitive price point with a lifetime 
quality guarantee. 

Hello Streetsville!
We use  

only domestic 
woods that  
have been 

sustainably cut. 

We can’t wait to see you in store! 

More than the 
name suggests...
we sell all styles of dining room, 
bedroom, living room and 
office furniture. 
We also do custom built ins, 
mud rooms and kitchens. 220 Queen St. S, Mississauga   |   905. 542.9333

Country Charm_adv_F19.indd   1 2019-08-22   5:27 PM



What happens when 
homeowners, a talented 
designer and an innovative 
builder team up to 
transform an older home 
into a modern family 
retreat? It’s serendipity. 

STORY GINA MAKKAR
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

ith their kids grown, Connie and Dave Wootten 
were ready for a change. “We were going to move to a 

smaller house on a bigger lot in downtown Burlington, 
but we couldn’t find anything,” says Connie. Instead, 

they decided to renovate, and enlisted the help of Rob and Todd 
VanderBrugghen of Ridgeline Renovations Inc. and designer 
Mary Cath Altobelli of Alto Interiors. 

“Every time I get an opportunity to work with Rob, I take it,” says 
Mary Cath. His craftsmanship is exceptional. He really takes pride 
in his work. He sees what I speak. It’s like he already has the vision of 
the end project.” 

Hiring a designer to help reinvent your space shouldn’t feel like a 
leap of faith if you’ve teamed up with someone who gets you, and Mary 
Cath can walk into a space and see its potential. She presented the 
couple with option A and option B, the latter a complete overhaul to 
maximize unused space and update the main floor. 

From there, the team spent several months planning, a step Mary 
Cath says is paramount. “It’s where you hash out ideas and get to know 
a client and find out what works for them,” she says. “They have a vision, 
but you want to enhance the vision with a decorator’s perspective. It’s 
their space, and it needs to be connected to them. I know when I have 
done a good job when they can’t tell a decorator has been there.”

still the

RIGHT: Homeowners Connie and Dave made 
thoughtful changes that aligned with their current 
needs. OPPOSITE: Refacing the kitchen cabinetry 
gave it a whole new life.

The kitchen renovation 
incorporated a myriad 
of thoughtful details. 

ONE 

Continued on page 54

The handiwork of Halton Electric allowed the 
design to incorporate additional lighting.
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The home’s original footprint included a fireplace that separated 
the main floor. Ridgeline relocated the fireplace to the back wall, and it 
now blends seamlessly into the aesthetic. “They travel extensively and 
want to come home and unplug,” Mary Cath says of the owners. “Now, 
the fireplace is the first thing they see when they walk through the 
door, and it can be enjoyed from anywhere on the main floor,” says Mary 
Cath. Floor-to-ceiling stone creates a dramatic focal point. Rob had the 
stone mason lay out each and every stone, ensuring a dynamic variety. 
Connie and Dave helped choose each piece. An extended hearth adds 
depth and creates a cosy nook under the window.

An area at the front of the home, traditionally slated as a dining 
room, was transformed into an office for Connie. “I was very persuasive 
about it having doors,” says Mary Cath. An oversize sliding barn door 
adds dimension and opens to the entryway. “Rob came in and made the 
magic happen and sourced the door.” 

A harvest table sourced by Mary Cath from Zoey’s Consignment 
was refinished by House&Canvas. A shelving unit, desk chair and 
lounge chair from In House complete the space.

RIGHT: Artwork by Marina Randazzo makes a statement in 
the hallway. BELOW: Moving the fireplace created a much 
better flow on the main floor, and careful construction 
makes it look as though it’s always been in its new place. 

ABOVE: Removing cabinets made way for a knock-out feature wall. RIGHT: 
The charging station adds function, ideally situated as the family comes into the 
kitchen, tucking things neatly out of sight.

Glass french doors open between the office 
area and the main living space. “In the future, they 
can use the space as a dining room. There’s a fun 
chandelier in there. It gives so much energy, and it 
gives them options for today and options for the 
future. It’s just limitless.” At Rob’s recommendation, 
new trim work adds detail and a rich layer 
throughout that becomes the framework of the new 
space. Everything is crisp, clean and welcoming.

The furniture, fabrics and rugs were sourced 
by Mary Cath through The Decorating Centre, 
and window coverings were custom-made by 
Gotcha Covered. 

In the living room, an antique table and chairs 
behind the sofa were recovered. “It gave them a 
whole new life, and they relate to the new textures 

Continued on page 56
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The team 
worked 
together 
to create a 
beautiful 
backdrop for 
daily life.

and colours in the space and come in handy,” 
says Mary Cath. Original artwork in the office, 
entry hall, powder room and kitchen by artist 
Marina Randazzo adds colour and texture. 
“Whenever you have original art, it adds so 
much depth to the space. The piece in the 
powder room, titled Primp was a piece brought 
in for the Junior League Holiday Home Tour a 
few years ago,” explains Mary Cath. “Connie 
liked it so much that Marina did an addition 
to that series, so the art was customized for 
Connie. It’s a little wink in the powder room.” 

Lighting, says Mary Cath, elevates a space 
like no other feature. “Once you put in some 
personality lighting, it’s a whole other space,” 
she says. Fixtures sourced from Gerrie 
Electric include chandeliers in the family 
and dining rooms, a pendant light over the 
kitchen peninsula and an accent light over the 
charging station, which is a fun yet functional 
custom addition. “The house is still the 
original size, but it feels so much larger now 
because these little moments catch your eye.” 

In planning, they considered furniture 

LEFT: Mary Cath Altobelli of 
Alto Interiors and Rob and Todd 
VanderBrugghen of Ridgeline 
Renovations Inc. BELOW: The pretty 
powder room makes a statement with 
wallpaper.  

Continued on page 60
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Lennox Stairs updated the staircase, 
creating cohesiveness. BELOW: A once 
unused space now makes work enjoyable, 
and when there’s time to relax, it’s a great 
space to curl up with a book.

905.577.2151  altointeriors.ca   marycath@altointeriors.ca

Karena Durnell

Sandra Baker

Oakville & Burlington
905-639-3636

Hamilton & Ancaster
905-484-1761

www.gotchacovered.com

Karena Durnell

Sandra Baker

Oakville & Burlington
905-639-3636

Hamilton & Ancaster
905-484-1761

www.gotchacovered.com

bermanstairs.com   905.646.7329

In2art Gallery presents
RYAN A SOBKOVICH

Solo show Oct 9th-19th  •  Opening reception Oct 9th 6-8pm
350 Lakeshore Rd E Oakville  •  905-582-6739  •  in2artgallery.com

905.975.0280   www.divine-presents.com

] Corporate Orders Welcome ]

]

CUSTOM MADE GIFT BASKETS

Divine Presents
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arrangement and added a floor receptacle to create an easy path to plug in a 
lamp or seasonal accent when needed. 

In the kitchen, the cabinets were refinished by Silverbirch 
Woodworks. Glass cabinets were removed in favour of open shelving and a 
Scandinavian-inspired tile statement wall. “It just adds so much personality. 
The natural light pours in and highlights all the texture of this fantastic 
feature wall,” Mary Cath says.

In the upper level, a built-in desk on the landing was removed to open up 
the space. An antique cabinet from House&Canvas adds whimsy. 

From top to bottom, the design and renovation team made the most of 
the space, allowing the finer features to stand out and create a style that’s 
beautiful, functional and feels like home.  OH

ABOVE: The master bedroom is layered with muted colours and textures for simple 
tranquility. TOP RIGHT: Removing a built-in desk created more visual space in the 
upper level landing. RIGHT: A pop of pretty blue ties the en suite and the master 
bedroom together.

9 0 5 . 5 3 8 . 4 4 9 2  o r  9 0 5 . 9 0 6 . 0 4 4 6

w w w. r i d g e l i n e r e n o v a t i o n s . c o m

1200 Speers Rd, Oakville 905-827-8555

ofHOMESHADES

900 Caledonia Rd, North York 416-787-8555

Unlimited Styles
4000+ Designer Drapery Fabric Collections

40+ Drapery Hardware Lines

CUSTOM DRAPERY ROMAN SHADES

Interior Decor | Blinds | Shades | Motorization & Automation

www.shadesofhome.caShowcase
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www.tileit.ca 

4060 Fairview Street
Burlington

905.632.8066

3727 Hwy # 6
Mount Hope

905.679.5669CCooler temperatures bring warmer 
gatherings as we all move indoors to 
entertain. That also means it’s time to 
show off your home. No more backyard 
barbecues here. It’s finally time to 
highlight your culinary skills or cocktail-
making and impress your guests with 
a dining room design that feels both 
elegant and comfortable. Here are my 
five non-negotiable design elements for 
creating a fabulous dining space.

1COLOUR & MOOD
Think about the mood you wish 
to evoke. A bright room with fresh 

white walls and lots of natural light will 
make you feel awake and alive. This is 
great for brunches and luncheons. For a 
more intimate vibe, choose richer colours 
and warm lighting. I love to use wallpaper 
and grasscloth in dining rooms. It adds 
a luxurious touch and can even act as a 
great conversation starter among guests 
while you slip away to prepare the meal. 

2FURNITURE LAYOUT
Function is foremost to dining 
room design. If your table is too 

big, the chairs may bump up against 
the wall, or if there are too many large 
furniture items, guests may knock over 
a lamp (or each other). A general rule 
of thumb is to keep a minimum of 36 
inches between the edge of the table 
and the wall for chairs. This gives chairs 
just enough space to pull out so that your 
guest can slide in. More than 36 inches is 
even better. 

DININGByDESIGN
STORY REBECCA HAY 
PHOTOGRAPHY STEPHANI BUCHMAN 

5 STEPS TO CREATING 
A FABULOUS DINING SPACE

DiningByDesign.indd   2 2019-08-12   4:54 PM

Continued on page 64

1.800.461.5567
tileinfo@steeltile.com

A LIFETIME OF PROTECTION FOR YOUR BIGGEST INVESTMENT
Come Explore the Benefits & Discover the Lifelong Durability 

of a Steel Tile Metal Roofing System!

Family Owned Since 1986!

3487 Thomas St., Innisfil 
Showroom Open to the Public: Monday - Friday: 8am - 5pm

www.steel t i le .com

sponsored by

Visit holidayhousetour.ca to learn more.

presents
HAMILTON-BURLINGTON
JUNIOR LEAGUE OF

the holiday event of the seaso�.
..

November 8-10, 2019
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4SIZE MATTERS 
The size of your table is important. 
It’s not just about what fits in the 

room (although this is important too). 
Select a table that accommodates how 
you like to serve and dine with guests. 
You want it to have enough space for 
plates and décor or family-style platters in 
the middle, but one that still encourages 
great conversation across the table. 
Never go smaller than 36 inches wide. In 
general, tables 42 to 48 inches wide are 
most common. Anything bigger is difficult 
for conversation. The shape of the table 
can also affect your dining experience. 
You’ve seen this at restaurants. A round 
table is great for including everyone, but 
if it fits more than eight people (think of 
a wedding), it’s too big and you get stuck 
talking solely to your neighbour all night. 
Round tables are great for smaller spaces. 
They lend themselves well to a space that 
also acts as a thoroughfare since there 
are no sharp corners to impede the flow 
of traffic.

3SEATING SELECTION
You’ll want to consider what type 
of seating suits your needs. Some 

families prefer a bench or banquette 
seating. This works great for children 
but not as well for adult dinner parties. 
No one wants to be the guest stuck in 
the centre of the bench. It’s like having a 
middle seat on an airplane and the lady 
at the window continually has to squeeze 
by you to use the washroom. Banquettes 
do, however, work really well when you 
are tight for space. The 36-inch rule no 
longer applies when you have bench 
seating. Just make sure that your table 
has a pedestal base instead of four legs so 
people can get in and out easily.

5LIGHT IT UP
Lighting is the last main factor and 
perhaps the most important one 

if you’re looking to create a space that 
keeps everyone wanting to get invited 
back. Use layers of light. Always add a 
dimmer to this room and use pot lights for 
great general lighting while you set the 
table, but turn them off when guests arrive 
and use a beautiful chandelier coupled 
with a pair of lamps on a sideboard or wall 
sconces for ambience. Chandeliers should 
hang approximately 29 inches above the 
table but this, of course, depends on your 
ceiling height. You can hang a light higher 
if your ceilings are extra tall. 

BONUS DESIGN ELEMENT: If you have a 
little more space, consider a sideboard or 
a bar cart. Bar carts are fun to look at and 
you can set them up as an extra area for 
guests to serve themselves. The vintage 
bar cart in my own home sees a lot of 
action and sparks many conversations. 

By considering mood, layout, table size, 
seating and lighting, you’ll have covered 
all the bases to designing a beautiful and 
functional dining room. When you’ve 
found the perfect dining design, don’t 
forget to add in some additional table 
decorations, candles and glassware.  OH

No dinner table is 
properly set without 

cand les, but use unscented 
so you don’t compete 

with food aromas.

DiningByDesign.indd   3 2019-08-12   4:55 PM

Patriot Love is just one of Beauti-Tone’s exclusive colours from the National Parks of Canada Colour Collection.
Discover the 47 natural hues offering stunning magnificence of our Canadian parks to your home.

Patriot Love 
NPC44-3

Available exclusively at Home Hardware and Building Centre locations. 
Actual paint colour may not be as shown. beauti-tone.ca
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LLog-house living is not a new 
concept: it dates back more than 
5,000 years, to the Bronze Age in 
northern Europe. 

STORY JOYCE TURNER GIONET
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

RURAL 

In Canada, early settlers built log cabins as 
temporary shelter until they had the time 
and money to build permanent structures. 
Log-house living has experienced a resurgence 
in recent years, in part due to shows like 
HGTV’s Timber Kings, set in Williams Lake, 
British Columbia. According to Scott 
Tutching, owner and VP of operations 
for Pioneer Log Homes (the company 
featured in Timber Kings), the log house is 
actually a very permanent structure. Built 
well, it should stand for more than 300 years. 
In an energy-conscious world, log homes 
are energy-efficient, thanks to the principle 

of thermal mass. Logs are radiant and hold 
in heat on winter days and keep the interior 
cool during summer. Build with logs, and 
there are no harsh chemicals. Wood is prized 
for its air-purifying, moisture-regulating 
qualities, reducing the need for venting and 
air conditioning. There’s also a laid-back 
organic vibe to a log home. Outdoorsy folk 
like Martha and David McPhee, owners of 
Maranatha Log House Flowers & Decor 
in Campbellville, wouldn’t live anywhere else. 

The original home was built in the 1970s at 
Indian Point on Balsam Lake near Coboconk 
and owned by the Carnegie family, whose 

patriarch and son were Members of the 
Legislative Assembly in the early Ontario 
Legislature. It was eventually moved and 
rebuilt in the town of Campbellville. For many 
years, it was a family home, bed and breakfast 
and floral design studio for Dave and Martha. 
Tragedy struck in early spring 2014 when 
Maranatha burned to the ground. The couple 
was determined to rebuild.

Five years later the new log house, 
modelled closely on the original, is complete 
and both the bed and breakfast and floral 
design studio have reopened for business. 
Pioneer Log Homes played a major role in the 

The Douglas Fir staircase is a showstopper, as is the 
500-year-old tree in the front entry. TOP LEFT: Martha’s
passion for florals is contagious. OPPOSITE, TOP:
The Western Red Cedar log exterior tucks effortlessly into 
the landscape. BOTTOM: A door separates the family 
home from the floral studio.

Continued on page 68
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rebuild. No strangers to the ravages of fire themselves, they have lost 
entire job sites as forest fires raged across the B.C. interior the past few 
years. Following an email from the McPhees’ daughter, Pioneer agreed 
to build the couple’s new home.

A team of eight carpenters worked 14 months on the project. Like 
all Pioneer builds, this one was pre-assembled in Williams Lake, then 
taken down and transported on two trucks to Campbellville. More 
than 100 logs were used in the 3,200 sq. ft. build; an average cedar cedes 
two house logs. Western red cedar is prized for its beauty, durability 
and resistance to rot, mildew and pests. For every tree Pioneer cuts 
down, it replants seven. The grandson of the company’s founder is 
now harvesting trees his grandfather Bryan Reid Sr. planted more 
than 45 years ago. 

Inside the McPhees’ new home, the “Family Tree” – an apt name 
for the single centrepiece log that supports the entire roof structure 
– is estimated to be about 500 years old. A particularly eye-catching 
element is the stunning Douglas fir staircase. Martha calls it the 
treehouse stairway. Each tread is four-inches thick and five-feet 
wide – “a fact that should wow any builder,” says Scott. Sunlight 
streams in from two upper windows featuring stained glasswork 
from the McPhees’ neighbour, Paul Singleton of Stonehouse of 
Campbellville. 

The solarium addition on the rear incorporates a wall of tall 

windows looking onto wooded conservation 
lands, home to deer, wolves, coyotes, the 
occasional curious black bear and a variety 
of birds. Inset with stained-glass from the 
1800s, sliding barn doors, built by Pioneer Log 
Homes, lead to the kitchen/dining room. In the 
hallway, the wood doors were imported from 
Egypt and refinished locally.

The rustic harvest table in the dining room 
was built by John Bousefield of Era Cabinetry 

& Kitchens, and accommodates up to 16. A 
gold mirror rests on a dark oak buffet, both 
from Elizabeth Interiors. The couple lost 
everything except the clothes they were 
wearing in the fire, including a beautifully- 
curated collection of antiques. They have 
gradually started collecting again, although 
many of the original pieces were irreplaceable, 
some of them family heirlooms.

No log home worth its salt would be 

without a natural stone fireplace; this 
one has three gas units, one on each level. 
Floors are hand-scraped hickory with an 
antique grey finish.

Over time, logs turn grey with exposure 
to sun and moisture, and many owners want 
to preserve the shiny new-wood look. David 
and Martha are different. They wanted 
to recapture the aged grey of the original 
house, so Pioneer created a custom grey 

Continued on page 70

Antique stained-glass windows in the sliding doors add colour and charm. 
BOTTOM, LEFT: An apron sink adds farmhouse whimsy in the kitchen. 
MIDDLE: Furnishings and accessories were thoughtfully selected to blend 
with the rustic surroundings. RIGHT: The bathroom is modern yet simple. 

Large kitchen windows look onto the
beautiful backyard beyond. ABOVE:

Floor-to-ceiling wood evokes a
cabin-like feel.
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patina. Chinking – the use of mortar to seal joints between logs – was 
only included on this house as a ‘throw-back’ aesthetic. Log ends are 
dovetailed; no nails were used on the log house. David built and stained 
the wooden window boxes on the upper and lower levels himself. Filled 
with a profusion of colourful red geraniums and assorted greenery, they 
add a sensational splash of colour. 

A unique finishing flourish, one included on every Pioneer Log 
Home, is branding. On David and Martha’s house, the Pioneer Log 
Home mark was burned into the exterior front entranceway. “It’s like 
passing the torch to future generations,” says Scott, “designating it a 
house built to stand the test of time.”

 

Maranatha Log House 
Flower Shop 

An addition on the left of the home 
houses the popular Maranatha Log House 
Flowers and Decor. Martha specializes 
in artificial arrangements, which often 
incorporate fresh flowers to add drama in 
different seasons. Holding a dinner party? 
Entertaining friends? Planning a wedding 
shower, baby shower or other event? Want 
your home, office or cottage dressed up for 
the season? Whatever the occasion, Martha 
is your go-to gal. She’s been creating unique 
floral displays for more than 30 years. Even 
with no occasion imminent, a trip to the 
shop is a delight. Fresh flowers fill planters 
and buckets in a riot of colours and textures, 
nested alongside interesting one-of-a-kind 
home décor, all of it available for purchase. 
Feeling creative? Sign up for one of Martha’s 
seasonal flower-arranging workshops.

The past five years have been difficult, and 
as they talk about their future plans for the 
house, the return of hope and joy is reflected in 
their words. Martha points to a large container 
filled with vibrant African daisies and strokes 
the petals of long-stemmed velvety coral roses. 
“They are so colourful, yet so simple really,” 
she says. “Flowers are a source of happiness 
and hope for all of us.”  OH

LEFT: A flagstone walkway leads to the floral studio.
BELOW: The studio brims with florals and wreaths for
every season. BOTTOM LEFT & RIGHT: Martha creates
floral masterpieces just steps from her home.

FLORAL DESIGN STUDIO

Maranatha Log House
125 Main St. S. (Guelph Line) Campbellville, ON

905.844.3530
217 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville
www.swissinteriors.com Proudly Supporting Canadian Manufacturers

Four Floors of Furniture
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ADD It’s all in the details. These 
pros know how to add 
personality to your home. 

PHOTOGRAPHY NESO BASARA

RENE 
OUELLETT
A & R Design Build Inc.

A & R Design Build Inc. is a second-
generation full service one-stop shop 
for building your dream home. Our 
goal is to provide exceptional service 
and quality while transferring your 
residential vision into reality at an 
affordable price. We custom-design 
your Viceroy-style dream home/
cottage with you in mind or work 
with you to build plans you already 
have. We have been building lifestyles 
since 1973 at our model home on 
Highway 400 at Innisfil Beach Road. 
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AT HOME
Neighbourhood: A quiet 

Penetanguishene neighbourhood. 
Favourite Room: Our open-concept 

kitchen and living room area. To-Do List: In 
the process of designing and building a new 
home with “the boss” my wife! Grateful For: 
The fact that I am continuing on the tradition 

of building homes that my dad began 46 
years ago and the opportunity to serve 
our clients to help them achieve their 

lifestyle dreams throughout 
Central Ontario. 

Continued on page 74

AT WORK
Current Project: We are 

currently building in Midland, the Parry 
Sound area, Innisfil, Caledon, Bracebridge, 

Georgian Bay, Seguin, Tiny and Tay Townships. 
Next Project: Our next project could be building 

your dream home! Specialty: Utilizing our building 
expertise doing what our customers ask of us: 

Designing and building quality custom homes and 
cottages at an affordable price.  Every Home/

Cottage Must Have: A client’s input! You 
define the project and budget all with 

A & R’s help. We then deliver it to 
you from A to Z.

personality

RYAN A 
SOBKOVICH
ARTIST

In2art Gallery

In2art Gallery has been connecting artists 
and collectors for more than 10 years in 
downtown Oakville. We are excited to 
present a solo show for award-winning 
artist Ryan A Sobkovich, featuring large-
scale oil paintings of Muskoka. Ryan lives 
and creates in Wasaga Beach. Gathering 
inspiration from the Canadian landscape 
and northern rocky shores, his paintings 
transform the wilderness into colourful, 
dynamic artworks filled with light and 
thick impasto brushwork. He’s won 
numerous awards including Best in Show 
at the McMichael Collection. Ryan’s 
works are collected by private, corporate 
and public collectors nationally and 
internationally. Show runs October 9-19. 
Opening reception October 9, 6-8 p.m.

GALLERY NEWS
If you provide a photo of your 

room, we can superimpose any piece 
of art for a quick and easy way to see how 

a piece can transform your room. Choosing 

Art: There is a quote we love. “Buy the piece that 
makes you remember it after you’ve left it. Buy the 

piece that has a story that you love to share. Buy the 
piece that makes your room breathe and allows 
your eyes to rest.” – EMYO. Upcoming Events: 
In2art will be hosting its annual Small Art Show 

Nov. 16-Dec 21, 2019. This event features 
original works of art priced $350 

and under, great for holiday 
gift-giving!

ABOUT RYAN 
Neighbourhood: Wasaga 

Beach. What Is Your Inspiration? 
Love of nature. Favourite Artist: Claude 
Monet. When You’re Not Painting? I’m 

backcountry camping, travelling, kayaking 
and hiking. Favourite Season? Winter, 

because I love the beautiful shadows on the 
snow. My Goal As An Artist: To encourage 

the appreciation of the vast Canadian 
wilderness and the importance 

of preserving it for future 
generations. ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 9   |  7372  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 9
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JUDITH 
GILBERT,  
DESIGN CONSULTANT 

MAINA 
MAZZUOCCO, 
SHOWROOM COORDINATOR 

Salnek’s 

At Salnek’s Custom Window 
Treatments we feature a wide variety 
of quality products suitable to 
satisfy your budget. Whether you’re 
building a new home or looking to 
freshen up your current one, you can 
trust Salnek’s with your window-
covering investments.

JUDITH 
AT HOME

Current Project: 
Reupholstering Mid-century 
side chairs. Favourite Room: 

Kitchen, where everyone 
gathers. Favourite Fall 

Scent: Campfires at 
the cottage.

MAINA 
AT HOME

Current Project: Creating 
unique gifts with fabric 

samples. Favourite Room: My 
boudoir where everyone does 

not gather. Favourite Fall 

Scent: Crisp morning fall 
air in Bruce County.

AT WORK
Trending: Whole home 
automation integrating 

window treatments for use with 
Google Home, Alexa or your 

personal devices. Latest Projects: 

Framing a wall of windows 
with beautiful, automated 

drapery. Always In 

Demand: Shutters.

KELLY USHER
Rock Cliff Custom Homes

AT WORK
Latest Project: Luxurious 

new build in Oakville. 
Must-Have: Outdoor 

living space.

AT HOME
Favourite Room: Family 

room by the fire. Latest Home 

Project: Newly transformed 
dining room. Favourite Fall 

Scent: Autumn air, orange, 
lemon and fir.

Continued on page 76

Rock Cliff Custom Homes has been providing luxury 
custom builds and remodels for more than 20 years in 
the GTA region primarily in the Oakville, Burlington 
and Mississauga areas. We also service clients in the 
Muskoka region. Rock Cliff Homes has extensive 
experience that includes both traditional and 
contemporary new builds, restoring heritage homes 
and providing luxurious solutions for renovations.
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CAROL 
VESTERS & 
SAMANTHA 
CRAWFORD
Swiss Interiors

Open since 1953, Swiss Interiors 
is celebrating 66 years of business 
in downtown Oakville. The 
10,000 sq. ft. showroom features 
a variety of affordable accessories 
and furnishings that can be 
customized to suit any style. A 
focus on Canadian-made furniture 
ensures beautiful, functional 
pieces that will stand the test of 
time. Need the help of an expert? 
Design a piece or an entire room 
with the help of in-house designer 
Samantha Crawford. 

AT WORK
What’s New In Store: 

Items combining materials, like 
metal and wood. In bedrooms, 

entertainment stands and 
occasional tables. Trending 

Colours: For accents − coral, 
rich blue, mustard yellow. 

CAROL  
AT HOME 

Favourite Room: The living 
room, we really live in it! Latest 

Home Project: The family room, 
we updated our cosy television 
viewing space. Favourite Fall 

Scent: Anything fall − clear 
crisp air, pumpkin and 

bonfires.  OH

SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

3Claim your business listing and expand your online presence
3Generate leads from THE LIST’s Lead Forms   3Geo targeting

3Improve brand awareness and increase local visibility
3Enhance your profile with product/service descriptions, pictures and testimonials

3Strengthen your business’s reputation   3Boost your SEO   3 Increase traffic to your website

If you or your business offers services or products for homes in Ontario, 
customers will find you on THE LIST by OUR HOMES. 

Regional OUR HOMES magazines saturate 14 local markets in Ontario,  
connecting our advertisers to over 5,000,000* readers annually. 

*Source – Google Analytics/Salt Strategy 2016 Readership Survey

Amplify your company’s market opportunities with our expanding reach!

thelist.ourhomes.ca

Ontario’s Most Comprehensive Homes-Related Online Directory
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DTAKE ME TO THE

RIVER
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

STORY GINA MAKKAR 

The original Riverhouse was a charming little cabin built 
in 1899, when Norval was a bustling town, and Lucy 

Maud Montgomery came to visit. The home changed 
hands and underwent renovations over the years, but 

its environment is still serene, with deer rambling across 
the lawn and herons soaring in the sky. 

DRAWN TO THE LAND, the Credit 
River and the sweeping vistas, homeowners 
Mo and Julie Solomon purchased the home 
from the Bryant family, 25-year stewards 
of the property.

Advertised as a handyman’s special, 
the tired home needed a lot of work. The 
Solomons decided to make the space liveable 
for themselves and their three children, with 
a plan to rebuild in the next five years. The 
five-year plan turned to 12 when life, budgets 
and building applications got in the way. 

Through working with environmentalist 
David Suzuki, they learned Mike 
Holmes was building custom homes, 
and hired Holmes Custom Homes to 
manage the rebuild in 2010. Though the 
existing home could not be salvaged, a new 
sustainable design was created by Francis 
Lapointe of Lapointe Architects and 
approved with the help of the Credit Valley 
Conservation Authority. 

TOP: The rooftop space provides 
breathtaking views. CIRCLE: Vintage 
touches add whimsy. LEFT: The backyard 
oasis is a retreat from busy day-to-day 
responsibilities. ABOVE: Raised garden 
beds are a grower’s delight. OPPOSITE: 
This serene setting is just steps 
from the home.

Continued on page 80
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Today, a meandering driveway leads 
visitors to a private, cottage-like setting. 
There’s not a neighbour to be seen, and 
with the land protected, there never will 
be. Nestled within a beautiful bend in the 
river, Riverhouse is tucked among 1.9 acres of 
land and more than 300 feet of Credit River 
frontage with riparian rights.

Built to be a “near net-zero” home, the 
new structure is flood-proof and made to 
withstand the elements. The sustainable design 
incorporates passive cooling, recycled and 
reclaimed building materials and rugged local 
finishes that reflect the natural surroundings. 

The modern-meets-cottage aesthetic of 
the 2,500 sq. ft. home includes 1,000 square 
feet of rooftop space with gardens and a 
screened-in room. With three bedrooms, 
spa-like baths, a detached garage, a concrete 
saltwater pool, temperature controlled 
wine cellar, in-floor hydronic heating and 
a Swedish wood stove, the home is an 
oasis in the city. Despite its cottage-like 
surroundings, the home is conveniently 
located five minutes from the GO station and 
three minutes to grocery stores, restaurants 
and many of the amenities that come 
with city living. 

The home and 
property are a 
labour of love for 
homeowners Mo 
and Julie.

The kitchen plan and its flow was 
carefully thought out, as the couple 
enjoys cooking. Colour and texture 
add detail and create an end result 
that’s beautiful and functional. 

Continued on page 82
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The couple were involved every step of 
the way, from design to completion. “We 
loved choosing every light fixture, door knob, 
furnishings, bathroom vanities, faucets and 
paint colours; all the little details that make a 
house a home,” says Julie. They worked closely 
with DV Kitchens in Oakville to create a 
dream area. “They allowed us time and space 
to physically walk out our kitchen plan,” says 
Julie. “We both love to cook, and the flow of 
the kitchen was paramount.” Simple, white 
shaker-style cabinetry is offset with traces of 
French influence to add detail, especially on 
the light-blue peninsula. Caesarstone counters 
allow the chefs du jour to move hot pans from 
oven to counter without the fear of damage. 
Here, function meets beauty.

The kitchen layout seamlessly integrates 
a Wolf gas stove and oven, electric oven, 
Miele dishwasher, commercial-style 
Sub-Zero fridge and an appliance garage. 
Mo designed the Vent-A-Hood cover to 
mirror the other Douglas fir elements found 
throughout the home. 

Sliding-glass doors and windows from 
top-to-bottom create a seamless flow between 
indoors and out. Heated polished-concrete 
floors allow the dogs and grandchildren to go 
in and out without a care.

Rough-hewn Douglas fir beams add 
warmth and dimension. Douglas fir accents 
can be found throughout, from the dramatic 
front door with its bronze colonnade handle 
to the custom media room shelving and a 
staircase crafted from rough-hewn beams.

ABOVE: Wall-to-wall sliding doors create a solarium-style retreat for dining. ABOVE RIGHT: The flow 
of the home maximizes the energetic sightlines. OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: A lack of window treatments 
allow for unencumbered views. TOP RIGHT: Cosy yet functional furnishings welcome relaxation. 
BOTTOM LEFT: The resort-like setting is a wonderful backdrop for entertaining or relaxing. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Rough-hewn Douglas fir beams add warmth and dimension. 

Continued on page 84
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The home is sustainable and eco-friendly wherever possible, 
a cornerstone of Francis’s work. The sun-filled home is light and 
bright, thanks to a passive solar design that utilizes southern 
exposure throughout.

“Mike Holmes insisted on using an outstanding company 
for our septic system, and we have been so happy,” says Julie. 
“He builds with such high standards.” The computerized 
system is remotely monitored and serviced twice a year. It’s 
details like this that elevate the home. “Although septic systems 
sound like a country thing, it is a non-issue for our Mike 
Holmes custom home.”

The couple wanted a low-maintenance, worry-free design. 
Francis incorporated elements like the galvanized 100-year roof, 
and rooftop gardens where the family can grow vegetables – a 
garden that would otherwise be a buffet for the local furry 
fellows at ground level.

ABOVE: The bedroom opens onto the rooftop. LEFT: A built-in workstation 
helps maximize space. BELOW: Bunk beds are a great space saver and offer 
plenty of space for the grandkids to sleep over. BELOW RIGHT: A vanity 
and makeup station by the window make use of the natural light. 

Warm weather is the perfect 
time to dine al fresco. 

Continued on page 86

W W W. B U D G E T B L I N D S . C O M
*Applies to selected window treatments from Budget Blinds. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. Valid for a limited time, not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. At 
participating franchises only. ©2018 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.  Each franchise independently owned and operated.

Want a fresh new look for spring? Call your local, neighborhood experts!

Call now for your free in-home consultation!

Blinds • Shutters • Shades • Drapes • Home Automation

We’re Budget Blinds, and we’re North 
America’s #1 provider of custom window 
coverings. We do it all for you; design, 
measure and install — because we think 
everyone, at every budget, deserves style, 
service, and the peace-of-mind of the best 
warranty in the business. 

Faux Wood Blinds

Save up to 15% 
on select window coverings*

Buy More, Save More

<000-000-0000>
<BudgetBlinds.com>

Buy More, Save More
25-50% Savings

on selected Signature Series Products

Burlington

905-484-3372

PRESENT THIS AD AT THE TIME OF ORDER TO RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL 10% OFF.

It’s Fall! Turn over a new leaf and let your true colours shine through. Call Budget Blinds today!

*Applies to selected window treatments from Budget Blinds. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. Valid for a limited time, not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. At
participating franchises only. ©2019 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.  Each franchise independently owned and operated.

DESIGN

Best of

2019
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“It was our job to make every space, indoors and out, a place that 
invites all who come to relax, enjoy and feel like they are on vacation 
somewhere far away from the bustling world,” says Julie. 

“It’s a hidden gem; really hidden in a little valley smack in the middle 
of a bustling world. And yet our vista is huge, and we swim, hot tub, 
barbecue or stargaze in our own little sanctuary.”

When it came time to consider selling their custom dream home, 
Mo and Julie enlisted the services of James Hodgins of Hodgins 

Realty Group. James assisted them in buying the original property. 
His boutique brokerage was a great fit, as they also specialize in 
riverfront properties and luxury custom homes. James describes 
the property as “a natural evolution for city dwellers who want 
tranquil, peaceful living, but don’t want to compromise their 
lifestyle or proximity to amenities and downtown access.” This 
riverside retreat strikes just the right balance. It’s the best of 
both worlds.  OH

Raised planter beds are both 
beautiful and functional.

Multiple zones on the rooftop provide space to 
spread out, especially when company is coming. 
LEFT: A screened-in room extends living space 
no matter the weather. BELOW LEFT: The use 
of glass instead of railings makes the most of 
breathtaking views.

Tropicals • Annuals • Sedum • Moss • Living Wall Rentals for Events & Trade Shows

View more of our projects at livingwalls.ca
416.888.5869  ■  905.939.2784  ■  info@livingwalls.ca

HOLLANDER
LANDSCAPING LTD

Bring Life to Your  
Indoor or Outdoor Space 

Our Doors    
Open Eyes.

905.856.5290  

Visit Unitech’s showroom or 
website for the latest door ideas.  
Showroom: 260 Jevlan Drive, 

Woodbridge 

Introducing Unitech’s 
Contemporary Collection of 
fibreglass entry doors. Modern, 
stylish and in demand. It fits the 

modern home and your style.  

www.unitechdoors.com

UNITECH_OURHOMES_HALFP.indd   1 2019-08-02   1:55 PM
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RECREATE THIS LOOK 
IN YOUR OWN HOME.

BRILLIANT
BLUE

1

2

3

4

5

6
7

8

9

10 11

12
13

14

15
16

17

1. SURYA: Wall Décor  WST-4000  
2. UTTERMOST: Vescovato Table Lamp  
3. PIER 1: Small Silver Pedestal Hurricane 
Candle Holder 4. YUMMI CANDLES: 3” x 4” 
Pillar Candle in Navy Blue  5. MAXIM LIGHTING: 
Comet 21-Light Pendant  6. BOUCLAIR: Metallic 
Decorative Ball And Glass Table Vase  7. IKEA: 
Pepparkorn Vase in Blue  8. ELK HOME: Set of 
Two Mirrored Trays  9. CB2: Smart Round Marble 
Top Coffee Table  10. RENWIL: Plaza Mirror  
11. JAIPUR LIVING: Yasmin Rug in Pelican  
12. KINCAID FURNITURE: Ann Arbor Chair  
13. IMAX WORLDWIDE HOME: Matilda Large 
Glass Vase  14. BARRYMORE: 2704 Newman 
Sofa – 4194 Uniform with Nail Head Trim  
15. BARCLAY BUTERA: Para Aqua Knife Edge 
Throw Pillow  16. SURYA: Essien Throw Pillow 
in Lime  17. CRATE & BARREL: Arden Mirrored 
Stainless Steel Taper Candle Holders  OH

DoubleTake_BrilliantBlue.indd   1 2019-09-04   6:45 PM

2359 Lakeshore Road West Oakville, Ontario
905.847.2922  www.mybackshed.com

Custom Upholstery • Custom Furniture Painting

French Country, antiques, hand painted 
furniture and shabby chic home décor.

Our Oakville boutique offers lovely pieces ready to grace 
your home with old world charm. Step into our “as-is” 

room and enjoy the flea market experience. 

STRATFORD
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 SOURCE IT  SOURCE ITTHE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN OAKVILLE, BURLINGTON & MISSISSAUGA

THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN OAKVILLE, BURLINGTON & MISSISSAUGA

CUSTOM HOME DÉCOR 
& CUSTOM HOME 
AUTOMATION
If you dream of streaming music 
or video to any room of your 
home, or having total control of 
your heating, lights, blinds and 
security, our smart home systems 
can help get you there. Control 
all of your systems with handy 
keypads, touch screens, your 
phone or even your voice. The 
possibilities are endless. 

Our Control 4 smart home 
systems are here to help you 
customize your home in a way 
that suits you. Our friendly team 
of experts is here to help you 
plan, design, install the right 
systems and technology to 
immerse you in the magic of a 
smart home experience. From 
a small project to your entire 
home, our knowledgeable sales 
team is here to help. 

Our design centre acts as 
a showroom and a place of 
inspiration and ideas. 

We offer a variety of custom 
soft funishings and décor to 
you, from upholstery to window 
coverings and treatments to 
custom lampshades and throw 
cushions, furniture, artwork, 
accessories, to area rugs. Come 
and explore our design centre, 
get inspired and get creative 
as you browse the entire line 
of Hunter Douglas products, 
interact in our Home Automation 
Centre or view samples of our 
work, fabrics lines, accents and 
hardware.
905.849.5544
customhomeautomation.ca
customhomedecor.ca
Unit 7, 2390 Wyecroft Rd, 
Oakville
(Please see ad on pg 29)

A&R DESIGN BUILD
We’ve had the pleasure of 
building custom homes for over 
45 years. Since our beginnings 
in 1973, over 1,500 custom 
homes and cottages have been 
built by A&R Carpentry, now 
A&R Design Build. Especially 
satisfying are repeat customers 
asking us to build their next 
project. Our business has 
grown by referral and we have 
built on the foundation of our 
strong reputation and years of 
experience.

The prospect of building 
your dream home can be 
intimidating. For others, getting 
involved and participating in the 
construction and design brings 
them great satisfaction. A&R 
Design Build accommodates the 
individual needs of each unique 
client by providing a wide range 
of products and service options.

A&R Design Build can 
provide you a fully finished 
”turnkey” home, ready for 
occupancy. Or, if you wish, we 
will build your foundation and 
frame the house, allowing you 
to complete the project on your 
own terms and schedule. Maybe 
you just want a foundation built 
and an A&R Design Build high 
quality home package delivered 
to your job site – that can also 
be arranged.

Full customization services 
are also available. A&R Design 
Build, your design and build 
partner, will make your vision  
a reality.
705.436.4663
arcarpentry.com
sales@arcarpentry.com
1942 Commerce Park Dr, 
Innisfil
(Please see ad on pg 41)

LIVE YOUR LEGACY – 
LEGACY BY PHELPS HOMES
Legacy is Grimsby’s exclusive 
collection of bungalow towns. 
One of Phelps Homes’ premier 
communities, this is the perfect 
location for buyers looking to 
downsize.

Centrally located in a 
beautiful and established 
neighbourhood just 20 minutes 
from Burlington. Buyers 
don’t have to compromise 
their lifestyle! These upscale 
craftsman-style bungalows and 
bungalofts boast generous 
space for living, with lot sizes 
approximately 2,600 sq ft.

Perfect for snowbirds or 
travellers, this community offers 
homeowners carefree living at 
its best. With lawn maintenance, 
snow removal and even driveway 
clearing, you can lock and go as 
you please!

Your maintenance-free 
lifestyle starts here at Legacy. 
Rich in elevated features like 
9 ft. ceilings, granite counters, 
hardwood floors and quality 
finishes – you’ll love your home 
for years to come.

You’ll enjoy all of what 
Grimsby and Niagara have to 
offer. The charming town of 
Grimsby has every amenity 
including walking trails, parks, 
beaches, community centres, 
restaurants and shops, and 
healthcare services. You’ll also 
be close to the Bruce Trail, Wine 
Country, Niagara Falls, outlet 
shopping, and so much more. 
REGISTER TODAY FOR THE 
FINAL PHASE RELEASE –  
from the mid $500s
phelpshomes.com
(Please see ad on pg 43)

ORGANIZED TRANSITIONS
Organized Transitions is a team 
of Professional Organizers that 
specialize in helping Families, 
Realtors and Executors with their 
Downsizing, Moving and Estate 
Clear-Out needs. We take pride 
in our professional, trustworthy 
and dependable customer 
service, promising to reduce the 
stress and make any transition as 
seamless as possible each and 
every time.  

 We begin by developing a 
customized plan that best suits 
your needs and budget. We will 
help you decide what to keep 
and what to part with. We’ll also 
help you sort, pack, unpack 
and set up your new home, as 
well as coordinate all aspects of 
the move, transfer utilities, sell 
your unwanted belongings and 
prepare the home for market or 
new ownership…we take care of 
absolutely every detail from start 
to finish. 

  Jennifer Smith started 
Organized Transitions in 
2010, with a vision of making 
a Downsize, Move or Estate 
Clear-Out as simple and easy as 
possible. She offers compassion 
to sensitive situations and 
can always be counted 
on to provide the highest 
level of confidentiality and 
professionalism.

Whether you need help 
with Downsizing, Moving, 
Selling your unwanted items, or 
Clearing an Estate…We’ll Make 
It Simple.
Call us now to schedule your 
complimentary consultation
905.599.1816
organizedtransitions.ca
jennifer@organizedtransitions.ca 

UNITED LUMBER HOME 
HARDWARE BUILDING 
CENTRE & UNITED TRUSS
The United family of over 
250 employees is here to 
provide you with quality 
products, superb service, 
fair competitive prices and 
honest relationships with 
our customers. We are 
family-owned and operated, 
serving the Barrie and Greater 
Toronto Area since 1974. 
With large 6 acre lumber 
yards to service any project, 
big or small we have all your 
building supply needs. Our 3 
locations in Barrie, Bolton and 
Georgetown have everything 
you need from paint, 
plumbing, electrical, hardware, 
home décor and much more! 
Competitive day-to-day 
pricing, with additional volume 
pricing discounts on larger 
projects, we are your one-stop 
shop. We’ll load your materials 
for you and offer delivery as 
well when required.

United Truss was founded 
in 1997 to service our valued 
customers of United Lumber 
with complete roof truss 
packages for their building 
needs. In 2003 we built a new 
facility in Innisfil, Ontario to 
handle our growing business. 
Our experienced team of 
designers are committed 
to providing you the best 
possible solutions for both 
floor and roof design. 
Barrie 705.726.8132
Bolton 905.857.6970
Georgetown 905.873.8007
Truss Plant 705.436.3425
social@unitedlumber.ca
unitedlumber.ca
(Please see ad on pg 39)

CASTING TIMELESS PIECES
Omega Mantels & Mouldings 
is recognized as the premier 
destination for custom cast stone 
products. Proudly Canadian 
owned and operated for over 
35 years, Omega’s primary 
showroom and manufacturing 
facility features over 30 full-size 
impressive fireplace mantel 
surrounds and kitchen hoods. 
Unique and versatile product 
lines that combine functionality, 
sophistication and unsurpassed 
quality…timeless pieces that will 
define your space!

Our passion and commitment 
to our clientele throughout North 
America extends beyond the 
confines of the traditional cast 
stone industry. The knowledge 
and expertise of our dedicated 
team is instrumental in 
providing a personalized design 
consultation and CAD drawings, 
enabling Omega to customize 
a fireplace mantel/kitchen hood 
to suit any décor, inspiration 
and vision. Collaborating with 
homeowners, designers, builders 
and architects, from conception 
to completion, Omega is 
unrivaled in design capabilities, 
quality and customer service. 
Using a 100-year-old technique 
perfected by ancient European 
artisans, the dedicated and skilled 
staff at Omega Mantels create 
and manufacture each individual 
piece by hand with finite precision 
and unparalleled craftsmanship. 

Omega sets the benchmark 
for quality luxury cast stone 
products!
260 Jevlan Dr, Unit 3, 
Woodbridge
905.851.7089
omegamantels.com
(Please see ad on pg 27)

LET IT RAIN
Founded by Bruno Levesque 
in 1990, Let It Rain has grown 
from a single roofing contractor 
to become the GTA’s expert 
roofing company. The business 
has grown because of their many 
customer referrals and at Let It 
Rain the quality of work speaks 
for them. 

At Let It Rain the goal is 
to provide you with the most 
durable and energy efficient 
roof system by providing the 
best quality roofing. Roofing 
estimates include installing 
top-quality products that 
are supported by the best 
manufacturer’s warranties. At 
the end of each installation they 
always review your roof to ensure 
the manufacturer’s specifications 
have been met so that your 
warranty is in good standing.

Let It Rain has been in 
business for 30 years so you can 
count on them to service your 
10-year labour warranty.

Let It Rain roofing services 
has also expanded to Let It Rain 
home renovations. Now they can 
take care of all your home needs 
from top to bottom, inside and 
out: Railings, decking, painting, 
window and doors, flooring, 
tiling, carpentry, chimneys and 
more. 
Small to large jobs, give 
Let It Rain Roofing and 
Home Renovation a call at 
905.795.0212 for a free 
estimate or visit letitrain.ca
(Please see ad on pg 41)

Continued on page 92

ROYAL LEPAGE NRC 
REALTY, BROKERAGE – 
ANNETTE MASTRACCI, 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE
To many, I’m a newer sales 
representative, being in my third 
year. Some might even question 
why I’d mention it, as it might 
scare new clients away…leaning 
for the ‘old dog on the block 
with the most experience”. 
Don’t get me wrong…
experience is important. The 
newest members though are 
often the most eager and 
innovative, untainted by poor 
or unethical practices and not 
presumptuous of their business 
clientele. Trying to prove 
themselves, they offer current, 
top-notch services to please 
their clients and ensure future 
referrals.

Personally, I look for two 
personality traits; Firstly, a 
motivated and inspired person, 
to assure me that they will be 
avidly working for me, and 
secondly, for integrity and trust. 
Current regulations, ethical 
standards, education and 
marketing tools are standard 
to all agents. So, what it really 
comes down to is “Can I really 
trust this person?”

My full services include 
Certified Home Staging, 
experience in home decorating 
and integrity. My clients and 
customers have come to know 
that they can trust me, to list, 
to sell, or to stage their homes, 
acting in their best interests 
always, and providing results.

I’d love to work with you!
O: 905.931.5921 
annette@royallepage.ca  
(Please see ad on pg 45)
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 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN OAKVILLE, BURLINGTON & MISSISSAUGA

ERTHCOVERINGS – 
NATURAL STONE WALL 
COVERINGS
ErthCOVERINGS is a leading 
distributor of high quality natural 
stone wall coverings. With over 
400 stores throughout North 
America and over 50 stone 
coverings to choose from, 
ErthCOVERINGS has a thin 
veneer stone for every interior 
and exterior wall.

All ErthCOVERINGS products 
are easy to install due to their 
unique design and their light 
weight. ErthCOVERINGS 
specializes in sourcing natural 
stone from all over the globe 
and producing those stones into 
lightweight and easy to install 
products. Our natural stone 
products can be applied directly 
to existing interior or exterior 
walls using a traditional tile 
mortar.

ErthCOVERINGS supplies 
stone to thousands of designers, 
builders, and contractors every 
year, making it the number one 
choice for natural stone veneers. 
To view our full collection or to 
see inspirational project images, 
we invite you to visit our website 
or one of our many dealer 
locations. At ErthCOVERINGS, 
we know stone, and we are 
passionate about what we do. 
Let ErthCOVERINGS help you 
transform your space. 
Find your local dealer:
1.866.657.6606 
erthcoverings.com
info@erthcoverings.com
(Please see ad on pg 8)

BENCH CONDOS – YOU’VE 
ARRIVED
In Wine Country, The Bench in 
Beamsville is where you want 
to be this September 7th! And 
right now, you can step up to 
boutique condominium living 
at the Grand Opening of The 
Bench Condos. With breathtaking 
views of Lake Ontario and the 
escarpment, these luxury one- and 
two-bedroom suites up to 1,045 
sq.ft. offer spacious open concept 
interiors and private balconies.

The elegant standard features 
include soaring 10’ ceilings and 
granite countertops. You can also 
personalize your home with various 
finish options to choose from. 

The rooftop terrace with 
gazebo, BBQs and dining area is 
perfect for entertaining and relaxing 
outdoors with friends while enjoying 
lake views. Ground floor retail is 
planned for added convenience. 

Between the lake and the 
escarpment, life is fun and 
active with nearby conservation 
areas, beach parks, marinas and 
waterfront trails – all waiting for 
you to discover. Here in ‘wine 
country’, picturesque vineyards 
and renowned wineries as well as 
many fine restaurants surround 
you. And Beamsville’s vibrant 
historic downtown is next door 
with boutiques, cafes, galleries 
and shops.

When you come home to Bench 
Condos with its striking modern 
facade of stone and gleaming glass, 
you‘ll know you’ve arrived.
Visit the Bench Sales Office 
4514 Ontario St, Beamsville 
Priced from the mid $300’s 
BenchCondos.com 
289.566.9241
(Please see ad on pg 17)

TRULINE DESIGN  
At TruLine Design, we believe 
that dreams do become 
reality. Your dream becomes 
our dream, your project, our 
project. Whether your project 
is an addition to your existing 
structure, or a brand new build, 
we are committed to being 
with you every step of the way. 
From concept idea to the final 
construction and beyond, our goal 
is to build an ongoing relationship 
with our clients to further assist 
them however we can.

With over 40 years of 
experience in the construction 
industry, we bring extensive and 
in-depth knowledge of our craft 
and a dedication to excellence 
that drives us to be the best. In 
our design process, our focus is to 
work closely with you, the client, 
throughout the design phase and 
tailor your build to suit your dream, 
your vision, and your needs. We 
offer every possible solution to 
help you achieve your goal.

At TruLine Design we 
understand that the design and 
building phase has many options 
and variables, and at times can 
be confusing, therefore we 
offer a variety of services from 
consultation services, preliminary 
designs, complete drafting sets 
and project management, to make 
your project and the process 
as stress-free and enjoyable as 
possible. 
To learn more about us,  
or to schedule a consultation, 
please contact:
Jason Steiner 
Branch Manager/Designer
O: 226.841.0138
C: 519.357.0345
info@trulinedesign.com
trulinedesign.com 
(Please see ad on pg 6)

THE ELORA FERGUS 
STUDIO TOUR 2019  
The Elora Fergus Studio Tour 
2019 will take place during two 
weekends, September 28-29 
and October 5-6. Thirty-nine 
artists from Elora, Fergus and the 
surrounding area will open their 
studios to the public from 10am 
to 5pm. This is a self-guided tour 
allowing visitors to select what 
they would like to see and in 
which order.

Although the Elora Fergus 
Studio Tour has been in 
existence for more than 30 years, 
there is a constant infusion 
of new talent. This year is no 
exception. 

Variety in art forms and 
approaches has always been a 
key feature of the studio tour. 
Artists display original art in the 
form of paintings, sculpture, 
multi-media, woodworking, 
glass, weaving, ceramics, 
photography and jewelry.

Consider extending your 
visit for an entire weekend, 
or perhaps even two. This 
bustling artists’ community has 
many other charms: numerous 
restaurants, pubs and shops, the 
beautiful Grand River with its 
limestone gorge, the Wellington 
County Museum in a historic 
setting, and trails which join 
Elora and Fergus, providing 
opportunities for cycling and 
walking.

Many of the studios are within 
walking distance of each other in 
Fergus and Elora.
Visit our website 
elorafergusstudiotour.com  
for more info and  
a copy of the map
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RECLAIMED 
WOODS
These offer a great way to 
reuse materials and prevent 
more trees from being 
harvested, while providing a 
unique, timeworn aesthetic 
with a sense of character 
and history. Reclaimed wood 
is often denser and more 
stable due to being harvested 
decades ago from mature 
trees that were able to reach 
a larger size, which can be 
beneficial for flooring as wider 
plank sizes are available. 

EXOTIC WOODS
As the name implies, these 
woods are generally imported 
from international locations. 
One fairly expensive option 
is zebra wood, which is 
harvested from central Africa 
and offers a distinct striped-
grain pattern from pale yellow 
to dark brown. Another exotic 
wood is acacia, which is a fast-
growing and affordable import 
often used in furniture.

ENGINEERED VS. SOLID 
WOOD FLOORING: 
Although cost is generally 
comparable, solid hardwood 
can be sanded down and 
refinished whereas the 
thickness of the wood veneer 
on engineered products will 
dictate whether or not it can 
be refinished. Engineered 
hardwoods are more stable 
and less susceptible to 
contraction and expansion 
with changes in humidity 
compared to a solid product. 
This also allows more 
engineered products to be 
available in wider plank sizes 
than solid hardwood. 

TIP: When selecting a flooring 
material, consider thickness 
and the transition to other 
flooring materials (such as 
tile). For example, a half-inch 
engineered product may 
require an underlay so that 
you have a level transition 
from one material to the next, 
while a solid three-quarter-inch 
wood may not require an 
underlay to match height with 
adjoining flooring.  OH

Wood samples courtesy of 
Arboreal Tree Care

HICKORY
A very hard wood that offers a distinctive 

character due to bold graining (which 
is best showcased in wide floorboards), 

but also requires added care during 
installation to achieve a cohesive 

aesthetic, especially in large open-concept 
spaces. Take note that most hickory 

flooring (including engineered products) 
cannot be installed over radiant floor heat.

OAK
A common option for flooring as it is 

incredibly durable, stable (when it comes 
to moisture and humidity) and offers 
a dynamic grain pattern that can hide 

imperfections such as scratches and dents 
more than other species. Red oak is more 
affordable than white oak, although there 
is a rosy undertone that the name implies. 

Oak generally receives stain well. 

into the
WOODS

STORY TAMARISK MCNALTY STEPHENS

There’s no doubt that integrating the timeless beauty of natural 
wood adds character, warmth and value to your home. Here’s a 
review of several species to help determine what selection may 

be right for you. Remember, as a conscious consumer, select 
FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) certified wood to ensure that it 

has been sourced in an environmentally responsible manner.

CHERRY
A beautiful and expensive 

hardwood with a fine straight 
grain and a rosy hue that 

reddens with age. Often used in 
cabinetry and furniture.

ASH
A hardwood that has a lively 
graining similar to oak. It is 

naturally pale in colour. Even 
with its strength and density, 
ash is relatively lightweight 

compared to other hardwoods 
like hickory and oak. 

CEDAR 
Western red cedar or eastern 

white cedar is a fragrant wood 
most suitable for exterior 

applications because of its ability 
to resist moisture (think cedar 

shakes), decay and insects. 
Exterior soffits and interior wood 
ceilings with tongue-and-groove 

cedar add warmth. You’ll often 
see clear cedar as smooth ceiling 

details in modern builds.

WALNUT
A more costly wood, walnut 
has a distinct aesthetic with 

tones that can vary from dark 
chocolate brown to a lighter 

butter brown. Although strong 
and stable, walnut does scratch 

and dent more easily than 
hickory, oak or maple. Clear-

coating or oiling walnut is the 
preferred finish to highlight 
its natural beauty. Great for 

statement pieces.

POPLAR
Generally painted as it’s not 

necessarily the most attractive 
wood. If you’re looking to avoid 
the use of synthetics and MDF 
materials, paint-grade poplar is 

a great solution for interior trim, 
mouldings and doors.

MAPLE
Its subtle grain pattern provides a 

consistent look and when combined with 
its strength and durability, it can perform 

well in applications like cabinetry, 
flooring and furniture. However, maple 
is notoriously difficult to stain (proper 
procedures must be followed to avoid 
blotchiness) so prefinished from the 

factory is the best option when selecting 
maple hardwood. If you’re looking for 
a solid wood cabinet instead of MDF 

or HDF (medium- or high-density 
fibreboard), maple is a great choice. 

Birdseye maple has a distinct pattern 
found in some sugar maples and makes 

a beautiful statement for custom 
furniture pieces.

PINE
An affordable, lightweight 

softwood that is not the best 
for floors as it can scratch and 

dent easily (although heartwood 
is harder and more durable). 
Generally suited for a rustic 

aesthetic due to the dark knot, 
though clear pine comes without 
knots. Although pine takes paint 
well, you’ll want to seal the knots 

so they don’t bleed through. 
Great for wood trim.

BIRCH 
Similar to maple in appearance, 
although not as hard. Can have a 
unique flame appearance when 
cut on the saw in a certain way. 
Sometimes used in engineered 

hardwoods to achieve an 
aesthetic similar to maple, but at 
a more affordable price tag. But 
remember, it is not as hard or 

durable as maple.

IMAGE: CRAFT FLOORS
Showcasing CRAFT’s Brevik (White Oak)
Engineered Hardwood Flooring

IMAGE: NELSON COSTA – AYA KITCHENS AND BATHS
Showcasing AyA’s Manhattan Rye Cherry door paired with 
their Broadway White High Gloss door.

IMAGE: CRAFT FLOORS
Showcasing CRAFT’s Kawartha (Hickory) 
Engineered Hardwood Flooring

CRAFT Hickory is warranted  
for use over Radiant Heat.

IntoTheWoods.indd   DPS 2019-08-12   4:51 PM
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INGREDIENTS 
Makes 4 tarts

2-3 large beets, 
peeled and grated 

1 medium red 
onion, thinly sliced 

Cooking oil 
and/or butter 

1 Tbsp water

Salt and pepper

Soft cheese 
(blue cheese or 
goat cheese)

1 sheet puff pastry 

Honey for garnish

DIRECTIONS

Filling

Over medium heat, cook 
beet and onion in a splash 
of cooking oil and/or 
butter. After a few minutes, 
add a tablespoon or so 
of water and cover the 
saucepan. Stir occasionally 
until beets are cooked 
down and the liquid is 
gone, approximately 10-15 
minutes. Season with salt 
and pepper to taste. 

Tart

Preheat oven to 350ºF. Slice 
puff pastry into 4 squares. 
With a knife, score a 
2-centimetre square border 
around the puff pastry. 
Score the pastry inside of 
the border. Bake the pastry 
for 12-15 minutes, until 
slightly golden. 

Remove partially baked 
pastry from the oven 
and fill each square with 
beet mixture.

Top each pastry with a 
dollop of the cheese of 
your choice. Return to oven 
for 5-7 minutes, or until 
pastry is golden brown. 

Serve with a drizzle of 
honey.  OH

beetroot
TART

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

THIS RUSTIC, SEASONAL TART JUST CAN’T
BE BEAT! THE BEETS ARE SHREDDED
AND CARAMELIZED WITH ONIONS TO
CREATE A SAVOURY FILLING. 

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

BeetrootTart.indd   1 1/2pg 2019-08-26   9:31 AM

Custom Made Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • Closet Systems 
Entertainment Units • Basement Renovations • Full Renovations & More!

Create Your Dream Look
100% Canadian Made Cabinetry • Quality Craftsmanship

25+ Years Experience • Visit Our 6,000 sq.ft. Design Centre 

905.844.3332
Units 2-3, 333 Wyecroft Rd., Oakville

www.aromakitchens.ca | info@aromakitchens.ca

O a k v i l l e

2501 Hampshire Gate

Unit 7B, Oakville

livinglightingoakville.com  905.829.8887 
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Copper
Copper is versatile, valuable and here to 
make a statement in your home. Its shiny 
pink-orange-red hue signals rustic luxury 

and beautiful craftsmanship. Add a flash of 
the real thing or a pop of copper colour to 

your favourite room with these picks.

IN THE KITCHENIN THE BATHROOM

FOR THE BARIN THE LIVING ROOM

TEMPAPER: Intersections 
Wallpaper in Urban Bronze

COVET HOUSE: 
Eden Center Table 
in Copper Finish

CB2: Halo Copper 
Velvet Armchair

CB2: Acrylic 
Tray Table

ORIGINAL BTC: 
Chester Floor Light 
in Satin Copper

CB2: Karla Copper 
Shower Curtain

ORIGINAL BTC: Stanley Pendant 
Light in Hammered Copper

NATIVE TRAILS: 
Maestro Round Vessel 
Sink in Polished 
Hammered Copper

NATIVE TRAILS: 
Tempered Copper 
Lazy Susan

NATIVE TRAILS: Mojito Bar & Prep Sink 
in Polished Hammered Copper

POTTERY BARN: 
Copper Cocktail Shaker

NATIVE TRAILS: Farmhouse 30 
Apron-Front Kitchen Sink in 
Polished Hammered Copper

NATIVE TRAILS: Santorini 
Freestanding Soaking Bathtub in 
Polished Hammered Copper

DEKTON CANADA: Surface Material 
in Trilium from the Industrial Collection

POTTERY BARN: 
Copper Handled Flatware

SURYA: Crescent Pillow in Medium 
Gray and Black with Metallic Copper

Copper.indd   2 2019-08-13   3:31 PM

A
Reader. Leave your barbecue lid open and 
resist the temptation to poke your steaks.

Never overfill your grill. Leave at least an 
inch-and-a-half clearance around each 
piece of meat.

Cook your steaks to your preferred doneness 
(see our chart), and then let them rest for 10 
minutes before serving, says Chef Hussey. 
This prevents bleeding onto your plate.

Never cut your meat to check whether it’s 
cooked to your liking. “Cutting the steak 
lets all the natural juices escape, leaving 
you with a dry and tasteless piece of meat,” 
says Reader.

Don’t f lip out
Only turn and flip your steaks as 
necessary. Reader suggests this 
flip-and-rotate approach:

• Place steaks on a hot grill on a 45-degree 
angle at 11 o’clock.

• Grill for two-to-five minutes to sear, 
depending on the thickness and 
doneness you want.

• Turn 45 degrees to 2 o’clock, cook for 
another two-to-five minutes.

• Flip steaks and baste the grilled surface 
with your favourite baste. Continue 
to grill for two-to-five minutes on a 
45-degree angle.

• Turn 45 degrees and cook for another 
two-to-five minutes. 

• Flip and baste again.

“Now you have that fancy steakhouse 
diamond pattern!”

Two final pieces of advice from Chef Hussey: 
“It’s always better to undercook a steak than 
to overcook a steak. And have fun! Buy the 
best local products you can, have a couple 
of beers and enjoy it!”

P ick the perfect steak
Ted Reader’s four rules for picking 
the best beef:

1. Buy the best quality steak you can 
afford: “Not all good top cuts (rib eye 
or strip loin) are always tender. There are 
many grades of meat.” Grade A is the 
worst quality and AAA is the best.

2. Dry aging: “The older a steak is, the 
more tender it will be.” Many butchers 
dry age beef themselves.

3. Fat: “To put it simply, fat equals flavour. 
Internal fat or marbling is what gives 
a steak its succulence and juiciness.” 
External fat will also add flavour, but can 
be cut off after cooking.

4. Find a good butcher: Nobody else will 
be able to answer your questions better, 
nor cater to all your steak needs. Learn 
what you like and want and ask for it.

Almost anyone can toss a burger on the 
barbecue and be happy with how it’s cooked. 
A steak? Not so simple. But with a little prep 
and some know-how, it can be just as easy 
to cook a succulent, juicy steak on the grill 
as anything else.

Jamie Hussey, Executive Chef at Glen 
Abbey Golf Club in Oakville, Ontario, 
recommends strip loin or sirloin steaks for the 
grill. “They have a better flavour, and they are 
robust,” he says.

Ted Reader, the author of Gastro Grilling, 
agrees but adds that he loves rib steak too. 
“I like my steaks to be cut about one-and-
a-half to two-inches thick and weigh about 
12 to 16 ounces each, depending on the cut. 
A thicker steak will cook more evenly and 
give you a little wiggle room in case you get 
distracted,” he says.

Prepare your steaks
According to Reader, good quality steaks do 
not need to be marinated or tenderized – 
only if you want to add a certain flavour.

On the other hand, if you’re using a tougher 
cut, marinate it for at least a day before 
grilling. Hussey recommends a base of red 
wine, garlic and herbs – and always a ratio of 
two-to-one for oil and vinegar.

Salt your steaks just before grilling. This will 
give them a nice crust. This is the time to 
season with herbs and garlic if you like, too. 
Chef Hussey says chimichurri is his favourite 
steak finisher of all time.

Bring your steaks to room temperature 
before placing them on your barbecue.

Hit the gril l
Cook your steaks for a short time at a 
high temperature. “Six hundred degrees 
Fahrenheit or higher if you can,” says 

STORY ADRIENNE BROWN

How do you like your 
steak cooked?
A meat thermometer is the 
best way to test doneness. 
Here’s Ted Reader’s guide 
to the steak rainbow:

Blue Rare: A blue rare steak is 
quickly charred on the outside 
and barely cooked on the inside. 
For best results, bring the steak 
to room temperature before 
cooking. (130ºF)

Rare: A rare steak has a cool red 
centre. (130-140ºF)

Medium-Rare :  A  med ium-
rare  s teak  has  a  warm red 
centre. (140-145ºF)

Medium: A medium steak has 
a pink centre, and the juices are 
clear. (145-150ºF)

Medium-Well: A medium-well 
steak has a hot pink centre, and 
the juices are clear. (150-160ºF)

Well-Done: A well-done steak 
is grey throughout without any 
trace of pink and the juices are 
clear. (160-170ºF)

Super Well Done: This steak 
is weighted with a brick until 
heavily charred on the outside 
and without any trace of pink and 
no juices inside. (170ºF plus)  OH
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Hardwood Flooring lends 
character and charm to any  
room in your home or busi- 

ness and best of all—it never goes  
out of style, and it is simply beautiful!  
Wood flooring has gone far beyond  
classic styles of traditional wood- 
grains. In addition to beauty, our  
collection of hardwood flooring  
offers exciting possibilities in a  
variety of species; oak, maple, birch,  
beech, walnut, jatoba, hickory,  
American  Cherry as well as colours, 
widths, finishes and so much more. 
Since 1989, The Floor Shop, now 
with three locations in the Greater 
Toronto Area offers you incredible 
floors that will last a lifetime.

The Floor Shop has also been 
featured on several episodes of  
‘Holmes on Homes’, the highly 
revered award winning HGTV  
program with Mike Holmes. The 
Floor Shop—your wood flooring  
specialists for warmth, livability 
and character.

W W W . T H E F L O O R S H O P . C O M

LEASIDE
Tel: 416.421.8588 Fax: 416.421.5477

154 Wicksteed Ave

KINGSWAY
Tel: 416.234.0599 Fax: 416.234.9920

4133 Dundas Street West

MISSISSAUGA
Tel: 905.803.0050 Fax: 905.803.0066

700 Dundas Street East

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALISTS
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