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TOLL-FREE 1-800-290-0163

www.michaelbrejnik.ca
michael@michaelbrejnik.ca

Sales Representat ive

OAKVILLE CUSTOM BUILD

$900,000 Own a part of downtown Oakville’s 
history! This one-time radial train station could 
be converted to commercial office space, 
interesting retail space or even bar/restaurant 
opportunity.

DOWNTOWN OAKVILLE BUILDING

Stunning penthouse condo w/many upgrades. 
1+1 Bedroom, den & living rm overlooks the 
lake. Large tiled terrace, custom kitchen w/
granite & custom cabinetry in each closet. 
Comes w/2 parking spots.

WATERFRONT PENTHOUSE

$669,000 Immac 2 story, 4bdrm, 4bath, 
lovingly maintained by original owners. Hrdwd 
in dr and fr, mstr w/ 2 wi clos, ens w/jacuzzi tub. 
Kit, lau rm and basement w/outs, ca, cv, furn/air 
2012, pool pump, heater 2010, gorg saltwater 
pool/ landscape backing onto greenspace. 
24Hr notice for showings please

HEADON FOREST EXECUTIVE

$800,000 Lovely 3 bedroom, 4 bath home on 
the ravine in Tyandaga with lakes views from 
the master balcony. Situated on a quiet court, 
large principal rooms, two kitchens, wet bar, 
sprinkler system, c/a, c/v, interlock walk and 
driveway, stunning views in treed back yard w/
built in BBQ and deck! Roof 3yrs.

TYANDAGA CUSTOM BUILD

$1,050,000 Custom built 4 bdrm 4.1 bath 
beauty on huge lot in Bronte. Hrdwd thruout, 
pot lites, granite surfaces, stone & marble 
floors, S/S appls. Quality finishes on all levels. 
Walk to lake & shops!

OAKVILLE CUSTOM BUILD

To Get More Info & Photos On These Listings, Text the Code to 86377

$295,000 Completely updated 3 bedroom 
townhome within walking distance to lake. 
Custom kitchen w/granite, backsplash & S/S 
appliances. Updated baths, hrdwd, pot lights, 
crown mouldings, & new carpet.

SOUTH BURLINGTON TOWNHOME

$469,000 Completely reno’d 3 bedroom 
semi in Oakville. Brand new windows, roof, 
hardwood, carpets and lighting. Gorgeous 
new kitchen with granite and stainless steel 
appliances. Come visit us in River Oaks!

RENOVATED OAKVILLE SEMI

$2,475,000 Architecturally dramatic 
façade, elegant landscaping, stately entrance 
and meticulous detail. High ceilings and 
magnificent hardwood floors. Masterfully 
designed by BREJNIK FINE HOMES.

STUNNING LAKESHORE ESTATE

$1,295,000 Gorgeous 4+2 bdrm, 5 bath 
home. Kitchen has huge island w/sink, 6 S/S 
built-in appls, granite countertops, stone 
floors. Bdrm level laundry, hrdwd thruout, 
marble, granite & glass in bathrms.



CUSTOM HOME DESIGN      RENOVATIONS      VACATION HOMES
www.davidsmalldesigns.com   |   905.271.9100
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1440 HURONTARIO STREET, SUITE 100   MISSISSAUGA, ON     L5G 3H4     TEL: 905.271.2021     WWW.PARKYNDESIGN.COM

SPACE PLANNING • KITCHEN & BATH DESIGNS • CEILING & LIGHTING • TILE & FLOOR FINISHES • FURNITURE • WINDOW & WALL TREATMENTS

Full Scope Interior Design Services
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When a house
becomes a home

Uncommon Oak_Ground W12_ad.indd   1 12-11-08   5:06 PM

CAST - SLING - WICKER - ACCESSORIES - CUSHIONS

LIVE IN

OAKVILLE  |  510 Speers Rd, Oakville  |  905.338.5050

BURLINGTON  |  3060 Davidson Court, Burlington  |  905.681.7173
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T. 905.842.3739  |  www.joshuacreekfurniture.com

“

“

15th Anniversary Sale on Now!

Joshua Creek Sp13 ad.indd   1 13-01-21   12:24 PM

Specializing in custom designs, builds, and finishes

Solid Maple, Walnut, Oak & Cherry Since 1981

BuffetServer

www.heartyfurniture.com

Mon-Fri 10-6  •  Saturday 10-5  •  Sunday by appointment

PLEASE VISIT OUR NEW LOCATION
3300 Ridgeway Drive, Unit 6, Mississauga

info@heartyfurniture.com

(905) 569-7088 

BookcaseWall Unit

Design and function is important to us at 
Hearty Furniture! 

This wall unit was designed to be perfectly 
symmetrical while being extremely 
functional for our client. One side houses 
a record player and the other cabinet 
stores a mini bar. Also floor standing 
speakers are hidden in the cabinetry for a 
cleaner look. 

Give us a call to discuss what we can do 
for you!

Table and Chairs

Hearty Sp13 ad.indd   1 13-02-15   11:55 AM
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CCHOOSING PAINT COLOURS tortures both me and the people 
around me. I’ve spent the last few months tacking swatches to every 
available surface, comparing light and colour schemes and whether it plays 
nicely with my floors. I’ve purchased enough sample pots to play colour 
by numbers on my walls. (A great no-risk tip is to paint foam boards you 
can buy at the dollar store. Voila! You have a fairly large sample that you 
can move around the room!)

With the help of a colour consultant, I finally decided on Stone Hearth 
by Benjamin Moore. It’s a deep hazy grey with a strong beige undertone 
that complements my f looring, window treatments, and current 
furnishings. I was in love. Problem solved, right? Wrong. 

Even after my decision, I worried that the colour would be too dark, 
too flat, too beige, and too grey. Then, during a recent visit with a local 
homeowner, the newly painted walls immediately caught my eye and drew 
me in. This was the colour. The colour I’d been looking for, the pinnacle, 
the icing, the perfect hue. The colour was Smoky Taupe. 

I hightailed it back to the store with the name clenched in my fist and 
triumphantly relayed my victorious find. The colour consultant smirked 
and laughingly informed me that Smoky Taupe is Stone Hearth. It’s just the 
name they call it in the United States. Sometimes, you just have to trust 
your instincts and put yourself in the hands of the experts!

Our feature homeowners put their trust in the design team at 
Elizabeth Interiors with stunning results. 

The pros in our Shop Spot feature are veterans in their fields. You’ll want 
them on board, whether you’re making changes or embarking on a renovation.

In our Home and Builder feature, David Small Designs is proof positive 
that a professional can do anything well.

As you embark on your next project, remember to trust your instincts. 
You may already know what you want, and if you don’t, the experts are 
here to help. Happy spring everyone!

Gina Makkar, Managing Editor
gina@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us locally @OurHomesOakBurl
      and nationally @OurHomesMag

•  Design/build in a classic style

•  Architectural integrity 

•  Passionate attention to detail

647.405.8057  
tjsmith@cogeco.ca

 
 

TERRY SMITH
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

c:  647.405.8057 | e: tjsmith@cogeco.ca

t: 905.388.9000
f: 905.842.7010Aboutowne Realty

Corp., Brokerage

Unlocking the value in your home.

Independently owned and operated.

Specializing in downtown, southeast 
and southwest Oakville 

Great value in this in-town landmark heritage home. Location/character/scale +! 
Fully renovated in 2005, including new mechanicals. Architectural integrity and  
exquisite finishes with the feel and freshness of a very high-end new build. Perfect as 
is or add value with an expanded second floor. Gren Weis concept available. 

Coveted  
Old Oakville.  

 
  $2,495,000

As a manufacturer of fine custom cabinetry, 
Hampton Kitchens can assist you with all 
aspects of your project from design through 
fabrication and installation. 

www.hamptonkitchens.ca

VISIT OUR DESIGN STUDIOS

UPPER HAMILTON
1200 Stone Church Road East
Hamilton, Ontario  L8W 2C7

905-388-7293
hamilton@hamptonkitchens.ca

DOWNTOWN OAKVILLE
146 Lakeshore Road East
Oakville, Ontario  L6J 1H4

905-337-2865
oakville@hamptonkitchens.ca

e d i t o r ’ s  n o t e
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ELIZABETH INTERIORS
32,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM

409 Brant St., Burlington
905.333.6670  |  1.888.846.7845

THOMASVILLE BURLINGTON
18,000 SQ. FT. SHOWROOM

2269 Fairview St., Burlington
905.631.6000

Elizabeth Interior Sp13_ad.indd   1 13-02-05   11:49 AM

VANBETLEHEM
A R C H I T E C T  I N C .

1200 Speers Road, Unit 16 

Oakville, Ontario

905.582.0630

www.vanbetlehem.com

Specialists in the Design of Custom Homes and Renovations

Vanbetlehem Sp13_ad.indd   1 13-02-20   4:53 PM
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PANTONE’S COLOUR OF THE YEAR

EMERALD

Emerald Jug Lamp,
Cisco Brothers

Reusable Water Bottle with 
Replaceable Carbon Filter,

Bobble

Wrongwoods Low Cabinet, White with Green 
Richard Woods & Sebastian Wrong,

Established & Sons

Lamp Green Swirl,
Lampe Berger Paris

Classic Whistling Kettle  
in Fennel, Le Creuset

Assorted Upholstery 
& Drapery Fabrics,

Kravet

Sprout Bookmarks, CB2

Wallpaper,
Serious Bokay
in Emerald,
Nama Rococo

Park Avenue Chair
in Robert Allen Velvet Geo Turquoise,
Kincaid Furniture Company, Inc.

Wallpaper,
Broad Stripe,
ST 1330,
Farrow & Ball

Panini Press,
Lodge

Arabesque Rug  
in Emerald,
Capel Rugs

Green Eden 
Lavatory Faucet,
Kingston Brass

Cast-iron Range Cookers in 
British Racing Green,Aga

Kelly Pilllows,
Tobi Fairley Home

Silk Orchid 
Green Rug, Elte

Astoria Cabinet  
Pull & Knob  
in Emerald, Emtek

Paint Colour,
Ming Jade,

Benjamin Moore

Canvas
Forest Green,

Sunbrella

d e c o r a t i n g
— OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE — 

Can Colour Be Clear? 
This question has an easy answer, and quite 
simply it’s yes! 

Picking the perfect colour to paint a 
space can be stressful, overwhelming 
and time consuming. With hundreds of 
different choices on a paint chip displayer 
and viewing all colours at the same time, 
Benjamin Moore has the most extensive 
and popular paint colours bringing 
that number to just over 3,000. Feeling 
overwhelmed yet?

Owners Peter & Tricia Raimondi have been 
helping customers with colour selection 
at Colour Land Paint & Decor for over 12 
years in Burlington Ontario. Surveying 
their customers, they found the view that 
Benjamin Moore is a top quality paint, with 
the best colour options in the business, but 
customers are also looking for the best 
service and pricing.

So we reduced our prices but noticed the 
extra volume was very difficult to process 

since our commitment to service with 
colour help was being compromised. We 
needed a more easy and efficient way 
to help pick the perfect colour for our 
customers.

This is how we came about to our invention 
Colour Simplified!

Imagine being able to view 250 large paint 
samples in the most popular colours. No 
need to guess how the paint will look on 
your living room walls.

Colour Land Paint & Decor now has 250 of 
Benjamin Moore’s most popular colours 
from the Historical, Designer Classics, 
Affinity and Colour Preview Colours 
displayed in large samples for easy viewing.

Each is displayed in order of Colour, Shade 
and Hue. Now when you bring in a sample 
of tile or fabric the item can easily be 
viewed with multiple colours in a fraction 
of the time it takes to pull out multiple 
colour chips or designer decks. 

Colour Simplified:
1. View 250 Large Paint Samples on 

Walls at Colour Land Paint & Decor. 
Eliminating hours of guess work.

2. Large Sample  –  Not quite right. Purchase 
a Colour Pack bundled in chosen shades.

3. Choose your colour. Return the Colour 
Pack for credit towards your paint 
purchase.

In the first few days, customer feedback 
was overwhelmingly positive, over 100 
colour packs were purchased by customers 
who loved the idea due to the quickness 
and ease it was to select colours.

The additional benefit to this efficiency is 
cost savings to our customers – with the 
most competitive paint Benjamin Moore 
pricing you will find.  

Come see our new Showroom, the first of 
its kind, here in Burlington, Ontario.   

Helping you pick the perfect colour is 
quite simply, clear to us now!

Colour Simplified!
An invention by Peter & Tricia Raimondi – Owners of Colour Land Paint & Decor,

A Local Independent Benjamin Moore Retailer

Colour Simpli�ed!
Come see Colour Land Paint and
Decors New Simpli�ed Colour

System!
905-332-5033
Burlington

3505 Upper Middle Rd @Walkers Line
Colour Land Paint & Decor

3505 Upper Middle Road at Walkers Line, Burlington 
905-332-5033 www.colourland.benmoorepaints.comColour Land Paint & Decor 
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M
“Mere colour, unspoiled by meaning, and unallied 

with definite form, can speak to the soul in a 
thousand different ways.” –Oscar Wilde

Make an effortless transition into spring by 
adding bursts of bright colour, lively patterns 
and inviting textures. 

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG

ANDERSON CARPET AND HOME
(3) Ottoman
Create an accent piece that’s all your own. 
Versatile, practical and stylish, the silver 
damask pattern adds a twist to this classic 
custom upholstered ottoman. Available in 
a variety of sizes, colours and fabrics, the 
possibilities are endless.
686 Guelph Line
Burlington
905.639.0666
www.andersoncarpetandhome.com

IN HOUSE
(2) Vases
Inspire your décor and bring dimension to 
your space with a decorative piece of glass. 
These bright apple green and teal vases 
can be grouped as a collection or placed 
individually. Create visual interest by using 
them as an art piece on a bookcase or a 
centrepiece on a table.
481 John St.
Burlington
905.637.0823
www.inhouseetc.ca

SWITCH STUDIO
(1) Pillows
Need a little something to wake up 
your space? Vibrant Tulipomania by 
Waverly Fabrics adds a fresh and fun 
pop of colour. Made of 100 per cent 
cotton, the expertly handcrafted 
pillow covers are fully serged with an 
invisible zipper closure. Hello spring!
2690 Plymouth Dr.
Oakville
905.337.3611	
www.switchstudio.ca

1

2

3Continued on page 18

Come see what’s new at In House

481 John St.
905.637.0823

482 John St.
905.637.3600

www.inhouseetc.ca
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Custom Drapery 
*Save  
On Joanne Fabrics 
choose your fabric,  your lining,  
your heading style, hardware 
and we’ll make Your 

perfect  
window  treatment  

40% 

California Shutters 
*Save 
 

Custom 
Wood Shutters 
Choose The Finish 
Custom Colour or Stain 
Traditional Tilt bar or 
CLEARVIEW (no tilt bar) 
Choose hinge style & finish 
Custom Made Arches  

50% 

Inspirational Designs 
Exceptional Selection 
Incredible Value 
Outstanding Service  
 

Complimentary  
In-Home  
Consultation  
 
 

 
 
 
Oakville/Burlington 
2464 Lakeshore Rd W, 
Bronte Village, West Oakville 
905.827.8555  
 
 

Waterdown  NOW OPEN 
419 Dundas Street East,  
Waterdown                        
905.690.2555 
 
 

Etobicoke/Mississauga 
Featherwood Design Office                                    
416.540.1317 
 

www. ofhome.ca shades
 

Offer valid Feb 15th to Mar 15th, 2013 
* cannot be combined with any other offer. 

 

Oakvkvvkkville/e/Burlingt
2464 Lakeshore Rd W,

Shades     Home 
ton

    of  

Up 
To 

 

Our Premium Custom Wood Shutters  
come with a Lifetime Guarantee* 

Save up to 50% on Select 

Hunter Douglas and LEVOLOR 
Window Fashions 
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TO SET A TABLE
(4) Coffee Maker And Cups
Spring is in the air with these brilliant 
blue, Italian-made espresso and coffee 
cups. Paired with a Nespresso machine 
in electric indigo, morning coffee and 
afternoon breaks are a delightful and 
delicious affair to remember.
182 Lakeshore Rd. E.
Oakville
905.338.0275
www.tosetatable.com

GERRIE LIGHTING STUDIO 
(5) Lamp
The Z-Bar Mini LED desk lamp by Koncept 
Technologies Inc. is a great addition to any 
workspace. The award-winning three-bar design 
provides maximum reach and flexibility, and the 
adjustable head pivots to focus light where it’s most 
needed. Slide a finger along the touch strip to dim, 
brighten or turn off. How’s that for inventive!
355 Iroquois Shore Rd.
Oakville
905.845.2461
www.gerrielightingstudio.ca

THE BRONZE FROG GALLERY
(6) Sculptures
World famous Loet Vanderveen has 
been sculpting for over 60 years, and his 
handmade bronze sculptures are revered 
by discriminating collectors all over the 
world, including Queen Elizabeth II. Clean, 
elegant lines capture the spirit of the 
creatures. Each piece is meticulously hand 
finished to create a one-of-a-kind, limited 
edition work of art.
162 Lakeshore Rd. E.
Oakville
905.849.6338
www.bronzefroggallery.com  OH

4

5

6

www.cheferentialtreatment.com

This spring enjoy fresh, delicious food 
prepared especially for you by your 

very own personal chef

289-259-6973
217 Lakeshore Rd. E. – Downtown Oakville

905.844.3530   www.swissinteriors.com

4 Floors of Furniture

6415 Northwest Drive Unit 32
Mississauga, Ontario

Studio visits are by appointment

&Specializing in leaded glass
  stained glass 

for homes in Toronto 
and the surrounding area

905.362.0417  |  www.glassworksstudio.ca

2359 Lakeshore Road West 
Oakville, Ontario

905-847-2922
www.mybackshed.com

Custom Upholstery
Custom Furniture Painting

Design Services

Beautiful ThingsBeautiful Things
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BY  NANCY  FORNAS I ERO
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG

FFrom the moment the dramatic, wrought iron 
gates widen to welcome you onto the property, 
there’s no doubt you’ve arrived somewhere special.  

A MODERN SPIN
ON OLD-WORLDelegance

Continued on page 22A magnificent dual circular staircase and 
domed ceiling amazes visitors as they are 
welcomed at the front entrance. OPPOSITE: 
The grandeur continues to the backyard where 
a sprawling terrace and rambling gardens 
provide an outdoor sanctuary.

20  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3  21
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One of those key spaces is definitely the foyer, which David accurately 
refers to as “jaw-dropping” and the owner names a favourite feature. “This 
is one of those homes,” remarks David, “where you drive up, you see the 
formality, you see the grandeur, you open the front door and you’re not 
let down.” 

A glance upward reveals a soaring 18-foot ceiling punctuated by a 
grand chandelier. A glance downward reveals polished Crema Marfil 
flooring accented by a marble mosaic inlay border. A spiraling dual 
staircase boasts handcrafted wrought-iron railings custom-made by Maks 
Iron Works. The design motif repeats on the exterior gates. An imported 
stair runner, composed of a silk tapestry border on a background of the 
finest English wool, leads the eye up to the mezzanine. All the details 
– original artwork, carefully-sourced materials, toasty heated floors – 
announce “welcome to an extraordinary place.”

As expected, nothing is overlooked in the gourmet kitchen, designed 
by Showcase Interiors. The focal point is a 19-foot-long island. Hand-
carved, glass-fronted cabinetry separates it from the breakfast area and 
family room, allowing light to filter through while creating a necessary 
barrier. The dining room is adorned with intricate plaster mouldings – 
including a huge baroque medallion on the ceiling. 

When conceptualizing his dream home, it was important to 
the homeowner that there was a formality to everything and, most 
importantly, continuity. Not a fan of homes with “dual-personalities” 

(like traditional exteriors with modern interiors), he challenged David 
to create something with “formal, stately architecture that was to go 
top-to-bottom, and inside out.”  

Ironically, although they did achieve style continuity, the house 
nonetheless has a dual personality. Discreetly tucked behind wall 
panels, above coved ceilings, and beneath stone floors are cameras, 
speakers, wiring for lighting and climate control, and a myriad of other 
technological marvels that allow this seemingly traditional home to 
function in the most modern of ways. Burlington’s Clinton Howell of H2 
Systems Inc. installed over 20,000 ft. of cable to power the state-of-the-
art home theatre, automation and integration systems. 	

The luxurious master suite is an ideal example of high-tech-meets-
neoclassical-style. French doors overlook manicured gardens, an exquisite 
barreled ceiling is embellished with moulding, and millwork decorates 
a two-sided fireplace that also warms the adjoining en suite. At the same 
time, the room boasts surround-sound, a lighting system, touchscreen 
security and heated floors. The icing on the cake is the wardrobe suite 
outfitted in solid wood cabinetry. It features a vestibule, his-and-hers 
areas and a tiny but well-equipped kitchenette.

On the lower level of the home, David is especially proud of the pool 
enclosure. “That whole wing at the back of the house is something that 
you wouldn’t be expecting to see.” It’s also a favourite of the man of the 
house who enjoys sneaking down for a swim before the sun or the family 

Its first impression suggests a stately European country house passed 
down through generations with stone façades, classically symmetrical 
proportions and elegant gardens. Upon closer inspection, the home 
reveals its true character. Despite its old-world aesthetic, the recently 
built beauty is a functional and modern family home.  

At 13,000 sq. ft., this luxury home was conceived with enough space 
to accommodate everything the imaginative homeowner desired. The 
one-of-a-kind abode boasts extras such as an opulent two-storey foyer, 
gracious guest suites, a butler’s pantry, home gym and massive stone 
terrace on the rear façade. The lower level is an entertainer’s delight, 
complete with a recreation room, pub and – the pièce de résistance – an 
indoor 45-foot pool and hot tub.

A well-travelled aficionado of European style, the discriminating 
homeowner had a particular vision of what his home should feel like. He 
credits custom home designer David Small of David Small Designs 
with parlaying his traditional tastes and eclectic wish list into an actual 
plan. “David listened well and the resulting design reflects that.” 

David stressed that the spectacular outcome was due to a team 
approach, one that involved not only his own contributions and the 
client’s input, but also the skills of fourth-generation builder Jay 
Robinson of Jay Robinson Custom Homes Inc. Steven Nechacov of 
Showcase Interiors Inc. is acknowledged for his significant role in the 
design and development of many of the key spaces of the home. 

BELOW: Intricate mouldings, a ceiling medallion and a 
candelabra-style light fixture add to the formal feel of the 

dining room. A stunning arrangement of white hydrangeas 
from Brant Florist provides a fresh and lovely centrepiece. 

RIGHT: Oversized sofas and a large rug create a cosy 
great room just off the kitchen. OPPOSITE: Dramatic 

architectural details continue with the mouldings 
and cabinetry in the large culinary kitchen. Ornate 
embellishments add to the traditional atmosphere.

Continued on page 24
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is up. “It’s great when all the other lights are turned off and only the pool 
is lit. The effect is so cool. I feel I am in a bit of an oasis.” 

If you’re thinking there’s no new detail this discerning gentleman can 
dream up for his home, you’d be wrong. He recently commissioned Mary 
Ellen Farrow of Abbozzo Gallery to create a one-of-a-kind garden 
sculpture. He’s also refurnishing the dining room. Is he tiring of all the 
design decisions? “No! This process was not at all stressful. I’d love to do 
it again. I don’t plan to move… don’t get me wrong! But I would be happy 
to do a project like this again.” 

Despite the success here, David Small Designs has focused lately on 
homes with contemporary lines. When asked if he is over designing 
traditional homes, David emphatically disagrees. “I love that this house is 
different. Diversity and creativity are the things we celebrate, and I want 
our portfolio to show the full gamut of what we can do.” After touring this 
Burlington Bluffs marvel, it’s clear that whether modern, traditional, or a 
mix of both, David can breathe life to anyone’s idea of a dream home.  OH  

RIGHT: A year-round escape is tucked away in the lower level of the 
house. Rustic stone, wall-to-wall windows and beams along the ceiling 

lend to the feeling of a tropical oasis. French doors lead to a lush backyard 
terrace. BELOW LEFT: His-and-hers vanities and a built-in armoire blend 

seamlessly like fine pieces of furniture. BELOW RIGHT: The master en 
suite provides plenty of wow-factor. A soaker tub surrounded by pillars 

and a domed ceiling adorned with mouldings create a grand escape.

Visit our blog for more outstanding pieces

Say goodbye to boring beige!

Furniture· Carpet· Rugs· Drapery· Reupholster· Farrow & Ball Paint· Wallpaper
686 Guelph Line, Burlington · 905-639-0666 · andersoncarpetandhome.com
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r e a l  e s t a t e

preparedBE

BY  TERRY  SM ITH 
I L LUSTRAT ION  BY  SHE I LA  BR I TTON

II was spring skiing recently and having the usual 
small talk on the chairlift. Being in real estate, I might have been the one 
who brought up home. My chairlift partner made an interesting comment 
about his home of the last 25 years. “Our previous home sold in two days 
so we were forced to find a new home faster than we expected,” he said. 
“We didn’t really get exactly what we wanted.” When I asked him what 
he meant he said that if they had taken more time they would have, among 
other things, bought a home with a west facing backyard so they could 
put in a pool and enjoy long sunny days. 

Interesting that someone would stay in a home for 25 years when they 
are aware that the home is not exactly right. Sometimes this is because a 
more preferred home is not affordable. But often, it is just because once you 
are settled in a home, the hassle of moving is more than you want to bear. 

I have had many clients who do not want to start looking at properties 
until they know they are in a position to buy. Some don’t want to waste 
the agent’s time. Others don’t want to waste the seller’s time if they are 
not yet serious. 

You may think you have it all figured out by constantly trolling MLS 
listings, but the on-line search is really just an abstract guessing game. 
The problem with staying in the abstract until you list your home is that 
you could be caught in the same position as my chairlift partner. If you 
sell quickly and end up in a rush, all of the abstract thinking will have 
to suddenly convert to the concrete. This sudden conversion can lead to 
hasty decisions that turn out to be a misread of your real interests.

This is where the Boy Scout’s credo comes in – Be prepared! In my 
experience, the only way to really get to know the market and to test 
your wants is to go look at homes. This process can take some time. You 
may have multiple areas in mind that have some appeal. You may have 
different styles of homes that appeal to you. You may also have a flexible 
perspective on price where you might pay more or less depending on the 
location, features and benefits of a home. 

So I encourage clients who are vaguely thinking about a future move 
to get involved in the market early. Spend time with your agent discussing 
wants and needs and go out and kick some tires in real homes. Push the 
boundaries. Look at different areas and types of homes. Test your real 
interest. Discover the pitfalls of certain homes and locations for you 
and find out what your sweet spot really is. You don’t have to look at an 
enormous number of homes, but you do have to get out there and look 
at a bunch!

This way, when the time comes to really make a buying decision, you 
will trust yourself. You will know what good value looks like. You will 
know the types of homes to avoid. You will be in a position to make a fully 
informed decision and purchase a home that will satisfy your needs for 
many years to come. With no regrets! Be prepared!  OH

Terry Smith is a builder and real estate agent.
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our customized cleaning program to provide you with  

a perfect clean every time. Our well equipped and  
exceptionally trained staff will keep your home in  
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and peace of mind.
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WWith the arrival of spring, 
renovation fever is in the air. The 
shops along Fairview Street and 
Harvester Road in Burlington have 
the trusted experts you need to 
create a beautiful abode.

BY  G INA  MAKKAR
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG

windows  KOLBE GALLERY

Improve your view with beautiful windows or 

doors by Kolbe. Innovative designs and a hands-

on approach to sales, installation, and service 

provide clients with an endless variety of quality 

options and customization.

4325 Harvester Rd., Unit 7, 905.319.0744
1525 Cornwall Rd., 905.338.8008
www.kolbegallery.ca

kitchen GREENSVILLE SOAPSTONE COMPANY

Soapstone is the perfect addition to kitchens and 

bathrooms if you’re looking for something natural, 

organic and unique. The durable, smooth matte finish 

is resistant to stains, bacteria and temperatures. The 

non-porous surface develops a patina that 

gets better with age, making it 

a truly timeless choice! 

4055 Harvester Rd. Unit 12, 
1.888.957.8663 
www.greensvillesoapstone.com

RENEW, REMODEL, 
REDECORATE

Continued on page 30

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM
4361 Harvester Rd., Burlington

905.639.5122   |   www.doorwayinc.ca

Beautiful
Secure
Affordable

Call or email for a free estimate
905-635-9879

liz@absolutehomeservices.ca

Interior and Exterior Painting
Window Cleaning • Lawn Care

www.absolutehomeservices.ca

Don’t HATE your kitchen!

A remodeling option for every budget:

•ReDoor A Do-it-Yourself solution from $1500**

•ReStyle your existing cabinets from $4900**

•Start Fresh with custom cabinets from $7200**

KitchenTuneUp.com  
Try our Free Design Tool

905. 637.3331 Free
Design

Consultation
& Estimate

 Every Kitchen Tune-up franchise is locally owned and operated.
**Starting price examples are based on a common 10’ x 10’,  L-shaped kitchen cabinet layout.

3480 Fairview St., Burlington ON
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doors  DOORWAY INC.

Create a warm welcome with Doorway Inc. 

With 20 years in business, the company 

builds, stains and assembles doors in an 

on-site shop, allowing customers to choose 

from standard or custom door systems. Add 

beauty, character and value to your home 

with a truly unique focal point.

4361 Harvester Rd. Unit 3, 905.639.5122
www.doorwayinc.ca

baths  OPAL BATHS AND DESIGN  

Turn your bathroom into a relaxing oasis. Whether 

it’s a complete renovation or a partial redesign, Opal 

Baths carries a wide array of accessories, fixtures 

and finishes to design and install your dream space.

4104 Fairview St., Unit 3, 905.639.0500
www.opalbaths.com  OH

cabinets KITCHEN TUNE-UP

If you’re looking to breathe new life into the heart of 

the home, the experts at Kitchen Tune-Up can help 

create the perfect synergy of beauty and function. 

With remodeling options for every budget, choose to 

restore original cabinet finishes or reface them with 

over 4,000 door styles and finish choices for a fresh 

new space.

3480 Fairview St., 905.637.3331
www.kitchentuneup.com  

style FRAHM INTERIORS

Create a space you love to 

come home to with the help of 

a designer. Lisa Frahm and her 

unique sense of design have 

been transforming homes for 

more than a dozen years. She’ll 

help marry style with form and 

function to bring your vision to 

life for extraordinary results. 

5040 Fairview St., 905.901.3473
www.frahminteriors.com

Residential Interior Design Services

Specializing in kitchens and bathrooms

Frahm Interiors has been successfully transforming homes 

throughout the GTA for more than 12 years.

5040 Fairview St. Burlington, ON  905.901.3473

View our full portfolio at www.frahminteriors.com

We invite you to explore the possibilities

Custom soft treatments from 
Budget Blinds®- Add a touch of

sophisticated elegance in classic styles.
Complete the look with our stunning drapery 

hardware collection and custom blinds.

     FREE In-home Consultation*    

Professional Measuring 
and Installation   

* At participating franchises only.
©2009 Budget Blinds, INC. All Rights Reserved. Each franchise is 
independently owned and operated. Budget Blinds is a registered 
trademark  of Budget Blinds, INC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.

Burlington
905-484-3372

Oakville 
905-825-9438

Budget Blinds SP13_HR.pdf   1   13-01-29   2:30 PM

Bathroom
Design &

Renovation
Professionals

4104 Fairview St., Burlington
905.639.0500

www.opalbaths.com

A Trusted Name in Service Since 1960

often imitated
never duplicated

Opal
     Baths and 
            Design
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A
form AND
 FUNCTION BY  G INA  MAKKAR

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG

A space that feels like home marries form and function and creates a 
beautiful space that accommodates how you live. From a comfy new sofa 
and home storage solutions to a tranquil outside oasis, our local experts  
can help renew or reorganize your space both inside and out.

Joe Levine, Jim Hobbs, 
Linda Johnston, Lisa Vlajkov
Joshua Creek Furniture and Home Decor 
W H AT  I S  P O P U L A R  I N  F U R N I T U R E  T H ES E 

DAYS?  It’s an exciting time in furniture and 
home décor! The comfortable look is back. 
Large sofas and chairs, down-filled slipcovers 
with deeper seating and washed earth tones 
accented with vibrant toss cushions. We also 
have a great selection of condo size furniture. 
Dining and bedrooms are more casual. 
Tastefully distressed woods are back, too. Add 
vibrant colours to accents to bring a room to 
life. Citrus adds a pop and transforms a room. 
H OW  D O  I  K N OW  I ’ M  B U Y I N G  A  Q UA L I T Y 

P I EC E  O F  F U R N I T U R E ?  You know you are 
getting quality if it’s made in Canada. Imports 
are always cheaper quality but believe it or 
not, if you’re not careful you can end up paying 
more. In dining and bedrooms, look for solid 
wood construction and English dovetailed 
drawers. In leather or upholstery, Canadian-
made means quality. I would estimate that 95 
per cent of what is in our store is Canadian 
made. If it’s an import, it’s typically because 
we can’t get it here so we seek out pieces that 
are a unique, better quality import. Ask the 
salesperson, “Where is this made?” If it’s wood 
ask, “Is it solid wood or veneers?”
W H Y  D O  CU STO M E R S  CO M E  TO  J OS H UA 

C R E E K?  People come to Joshua Creek for 
many reasons. Most of our business comes 
from referrals. We have amazing staff that 
cares about customers. We have an incredible 
selection of furniture.

Holly Ohri and  
David McKim
Space Age Shelving
W H AT  I S  YO U R  S P EC I A LT Y?  We 
design custom adjustable wire and 
melamine closets and storage for 
all areas of homes, garages, offices 
and businesses. For over 25 years, 
we’ve worked with clients to clear 
clutter by providing free in-home 
consultations and designs to create 
maximum storage solutions tailored 
to fit requirements and budgets.
W H AT ’S  I M P O RTA N T  W H E N 

O R GA N I Z I N G  YO U R  C LOS E T ? 
Determine how much short and long 
hanging is desired and what items 
will be stored on shelves. Consider 
additions like belt and scarf hooks 
or jewelry storage. For linen closets, 
remember that items such as ironing 
boards or vacuum hoses may be 
stored in that space.
W H AT ’S  A  M U ST- H AV E  I T E M  I N 

O R GA N I ZAT I O N ?  A functional plan 
and proper installation is important. 
We take accurate measurements and 
take note of factors like door swings, 
bulkheads and attic access.  OH

Gregory Rymaszewski
InsideOut Patio Furniture
W H AT  I S  YO U R  S P EC I A LT Y?  Our specialty is outdoor 
patio furniture with a focus on cast aluminum and resin 
wicker furnishings and outdoor fabrics such as Sunbrella.
W H AT  I S  P O P U L A R  T H ES E  DAYS?  Cast aluminum 
is popular because it requires zero maintenance. It’s 
an investment that you make once in a lifetime. Resin 
wicker has increased in popularity over the last 10 
years. Also popular are propane or natural gas firepits 
and vibrant cushion colours.
H OW  D O  I  K N OW  I ’ M  B U Y I N G  A  Q UA L I T Y  P I EC E 

O F  F U R N I T U R E ?  All of our furniture is aluminum, so 
it won’t rust! Many pieces are welded in a one-piece 
frame. Avoid rusty hardware or wobbly furniture. We 
stand behind our products with a 3-5-10-year warranty.
W H Y  D O  CU STO M E R S  CO M E  TO  I N S I D E  O U T ? 
We’ll help you choose furniture you are happy with. Our 
consultants can also come to your home and help you 
plan the perfect space. We have a wide range of choices 
and options! We have deep seating sets small enough 
to fit comfortably on a balcony and large enough to 
furnish a roof-top terrace.
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Dear OH, 
I’m building a new 
home and giving a 
lot of thought to my 

kitchen. Can you 
help me with some 

current ideas for 
new appliances and 

generally modernizing 
my space? – Donna

a d v i c e

Designer 
Stephanie 
Redmond 

answers your 
questions.
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THE MODERN KITCHEN
A kitchen has a  lot  of  mov ing parts  and 

when discussing technology we tend to focus on 
appliances. However, there are a few other ways to 
make your kitchen look modern and benefit from 
progress or changes in design. 

Here is my Top 10 List of Kitchen Advances 
(including appliances) that will help you cook and 
entertain with ease:
1.	 Refrigeration. One new development is to make 

our fridges “smart” so to speak. LCD screens on the 
outside are compatible with apps for note taking, 
scheduling and viewing recipes. Say goodbye to 
sticky notes and magnets, and hello to a built-in 
information station. Some of the more mainstream 
brands are also including higher end options like 
LED lights, which really jazz up the interior.

2.	 In oven technology, one of the biggest changes is the 
rise in popularity of steam ovens. Injecting moisture 
into cooking will certainly keep meats moist, but 
these ovens also claim to reduce cooking time 
significantly. One drawback is the lack of browning 
you get with a traditional oven. However with that 
added time you can pop your chicken into your 
traditional oven for a quick broil.

3.	 With virtually no waiting time and absolute 
control, induction technology has changed the 
world of electric cooktops. The energy savings 
alone make up for the minor inconvenience of a 
glass surface (which is not resistant to scratching) 
and the need for magnetic pots. This is a small 
price to pay. Imagine, when your pasta starts to 
boil over you don’t have to pick up that heavy pot 
to avoid a nasty mess, you simply turn the heat 
down and it instantly reacts.  

4.	 A popular item that has become more affordable 
is the microwave drawer. With an open kitchen 
design, you tend to sacrifice upper cabinets. 
Instead, items are placed lower down, like in an 
island. With a microwave, this always posed a 
challenge. Using a drawer makes it easier as you 
access your food from above. This idea is brilliant.

5.	 Using a sensor (like in a public washroom), a 
touchless faucet is just that – you don’t have 
to touch it. They are sanitary and convenient 
for little ones. This is ideal for hand washing 
(because they mix hot and cold water) but as your 
main kitchen faucet, you still have to adjust the 
temperature the old fashioned way.

6.	 A really luxe cabinetry option is the electronic 
drawer slide. You lightly touch the face of your 
drawer and it will electronically push itself out. 
To close, simply touch the face again and in it will 

go. No more slamming and no more half closed 
drawers, but beware of the cost!

7.	 LED lighting technology has developed in leaps 
and bounds. If you were hesitant due to the 
inability to dim your lights and the cold stark 
tone, those problems have been solved. Warm 
light and dimmable bulbs make LED lighting the 
next generation in all things lit. The bulbs are 
pricey, but you will save big in the long run – they 
last for years and are energy efficient… and fully 
recyclable too! 

8.	 Stainless steel and glass are not exactly new to 
the world, but their use in a modern setting can 
be remarkable. A glass or stainless backsplash is 
sleek and seamless (depending on size) making 
it a clean option compared to porous grout lines. 
Stainless toe kicks (the base of the cabinet) 
create a nice modern detail and glass 
walls make an otherwise dull space 
reflective and bright. 

9.	 One of my favourite uses for an iPad 
is as a never-ending recipe book, 
however to use it properly you 
need a great stand. Try the P2 
by Elago for a simple and affordable 
solution. Next time you have a question about 
cooking a roast, the answer will be right in 
front of you.

10.	Whether cooking for 
yourself or a group, music 
is definitely important. 
So for the kitchen, try 
the Sonos wireless music 
system.  This  ca n  be 
loaded onto your iPad 
(or maybe your fridge!) and connect you with any 
music, radio show or station you can access online. 
Limitless listening. I consider this a must-have 
(it’s easy to use too).

The key to modernizing your space is to make it 
work for you. Think about how you live in your kitchen 
and what tools are important to you. For myself, it had 
to be sparse, clean, quick and easy. Translation: My 
appliances have glass fronts for easy cleaning; I installed 
big, long stainless pulls on my drawers for easy access; 
and the iPad became a permanent kitchen fixture. The 
only trouble is keeping it on the counter, and not in the 
hands of the kids!  OH
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MODERN kitchens

Energy Wise
Manufacturer’s Rebate

Min.

$100
Insulating 

air pockets.
Inspiring design.

Up to 50% of a home’s heating and cooling energy is lost 
through its windows. 

With the ‘honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb’ construction and 
three insulating air pockets, Duette® Architella® honeycomb 
shades increase energy effi ciency. 

Purchase three Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades between 
January 1st and April 30th, 2013 and you’ll receive a $100 
manufacturer’s rebate. 

Also, purchase any number of additional Duette® Architella® 
honeycomb shades and you’ll receive an extra $25 for each.

Energy Wise
Manufacturer’s Rebate

Min.

$100
Insulating 

air pockets.
Inspiring design.

Up to 50% of a home’s heating and cooling energy is lost 
through its windows. 

With the ‘honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb’ construction and 
three insulating air pockets, Duette® Architella® honeycomb 
shades increase energy effi ciency. 

Purchase three Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades between 
January 1st and April 30th, 2013 and you’ll receive a $100 
manufacturer’s rebate. 

Also, purchase any number of additional Duette® Architella® 
honeycomb shades and you’ll receive an extra $25 for each.

380 Dundas Street East
Oakville, Ontario

905.829.9996
www.sunshadesdecor.com

Sunshades Sp13_ad.indd   1 13-02-20   2:35 PM

3100 Harvester Road Unit #2
Burlington, Ontario

905.336.0244 • www.interiorworks.ca

INTERIOR DESIGN AND FINE CUSTOM CABINETRY

Interior Works F12_ad.indd   1 12-08-01   3:17 PM
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FFor some, finding their forever home is  
only a dream, but for Sandra and Sharn, their dreams have finally come true. 

After falling in love with the family-friendly Roseland neighbourhood 
in Burlington, it was only a matter of time before they found the house 
that, together with designers from Elizabeth Interiors they turned into 
their home. “Sharn instantly fell in love with the house, but it took a little 
more convincing for me,” Sandra recalls. After looking past the white, 
uncharacteristic walls and considering what a designer could do to the 
spacious 3,700 sq. ft. home, she was convinced. 

The Burlington-based design specialists at Elizabeth Interiors bring 
talent and imagination to transforming homes into a perfect reflection 
of the owner’s individual taste, personality, lifestyle and vision. After 
meeting with the designers and taking a couple of walks through the 
home, Sandra was confident that Pamela Lahey and Michelle Mazzilli 

were a perfect fit for their redesign. “We felt that that they really knew 
what we wanted, which made the process that much more simple and 
relaxing. They turned something that could have been a trying experience 
into one that was effortless and enjoyable.” 

“We were able to achieve an immediate wow factor effect upon 
entering the home, an opportunity we recognized from the initial 
walkthrough, and we went with it,” says Michelle.

The couple chose to leave behind the décor from their previous home 
and began work on the redesign with a blank slate. Sandra first gathered 
inspiration by flipping through the pages of magazines in search of a 
classic design that would not easily become outdated. 

With a strong sense of what the couple wanted, Pamela and Michelle 
stepped in and made their visions a reality. “We put together a room-
by-room floor plan and presented our ideas to Sandra,” says Pamela. “It 

REMARKABLE

BY  KELLY  MENCFELD
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JASON  HARTOG

REDESIGN

A lighter wall colour 
brightened the walls 
and strategically placed 
furniture and an area rug 
defined and transformed 
the space. OPPOSITE 
LEFT: A pint-sized table by 
the window creates a space 
for the girls to play or have 
a snack. OPPOSITE RIGHT: 
Stools at the island provide 
additional seating.

Continued on page 39
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was such an easy process since Sandra and Sharn loved almost all of our 
ideas, allowing us to get to work with little issue.” Access to a wide array 
of furniture, accessories and textiles allowed Pamela and Michelle to 
hand-pick and custom-order items for a truly unique look.

With three young girls in the family, it was important for the house to 
not only be designed to their personal style, but be child-friendly as well. 
“We wanted to make sure that our kids feel at home in the house and that 
they are free to play,” Sandra explains. 

Walking through the newly-stained, dark-brown front door and 

into the foyer and elegant living area, your mind is opened to endless 
possibilities. Tall windows encompass the entry and staircase, allowing 
sunlight to flow naturally into the home. The open risers that once 
adorned the staircase were enclosed and a plush runner was added for 
both beauty and the safety of the girls. A gold side table and intricately 
crafted mirror provide sparkle.

Just steps away from the front entrance, the main living room sets the 
stage for the home. Not only is it an elegant space in which to unwind 
and relax, a custom bookcase allows the family to incorporate their love 

A deeper wall colour allows the character of the stone fireplace to become a focal 
point. ABOVE: Gold accents in the entry provide a glimmer of sophistication. 
OPPOSITE: Splashes of colour in the family room create the perfect backdrop 
for the family of five to cuddle or relax on the custom sofa. BELOW RIGHT: The 
chandelier and mirror add a hint of sparkle and drama in the dining room. 

Continued on page 40
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of reading into the space. Skirted charcoal sofas, clean-lined, exposed 
wood and occasional chairs encircle a glass coffee table. The space is both 
elegant and functional.

Spending quality time together is extremely important for Sandra 
and Sharn, which is why the formal dining room was designed with the 
whole family in mind. Simple but dramatic wall trim provides definition. 
An elegant Strauss crystal chandelier reflects light in every direction, 
saturates the warm grey room and highlights the natural walnut tones 
in the circular dining table. The metallic detail in the recessed ceiling 
provides a dramatic focal point. “The home is sophisticated, user friendly 
and elegant,” Pamela says. “There is now a sense of romance and elegance 
to the home that it was once lacking.”

The kitchen was the one room that required very little tweaking. High 
white cupboards encompass sleek, stainless steel appliances and provide ample 
storage. A long centre island provides additional workspace and seating. 

Just off the kitchen in the family room, a stone fireplace flanked by built-
in benches adds dimension to the room. Deep earth tones anchor the space, 

and sheer drapes grace the french doors and provide an unencumbered view 
of the backyard. To round out the custom designed interior, the backyard is 
just as functional and exquisite, boasting a hot tub, pool and newly added 
shower to help keep outdoor fun where it belongs. 

A major part of the redesign was to infuse the space with warmth 
and personality. Textured wallpaper in the main floor powder room and 
master bedroom bring new life into the rooms that no colour of paint 
could. In the master bedroom, a lush carpet adds luxury, and dramatic, 
yet simple drum fixtures hang from the ceiling to add function and visual 
interest.

Every inch was transformed into a functional, family-friendly space. 
“It’s a very practical house,” Sandra explains. “Every room has its purpose 
and no space is wasted.” 

For Sandra and Sharn, what started out as a redesign turned into the 
creation of a home. They couldn’t be happier. Michelle sums up the entire 
redesign perfectly, “The simple fact that they are happy with their home 
is the ultimate compliment.”  OH

The dated and barren walls were replaced with elegant wallpaper, soft lighting 
and sumptuous fabrics to create a dreamy master bedroom retreat.

6 SHIELDS COURT · MARKHAM, ON · 905.475.8353     100 LAKESHORE ROAD EAST · MISSISSAUGA, ON · 905.990.5433     CASUALIFE.CA

KIRK IRVINE  416.910.8419JEFF HADLEY 647.233.5086 WWW.HADLEY-IRVINE.COM

Restore the Love Affair with Your Existing Home or Build Your Dream

We Don’t Just Meet Your Expectations.We Exceed Them!

HADLEY-IRVINE GENERAL CONTRACTING LTD.

Hadley Irvine W12_ad.indd   1 12-11-07   2:33 PM
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The best part is that feeling you get when you have to have it, and you 
better grab it right away or someone else will. Remember: you snooze you lose! 

Going through museum-like shops is an adventure and if you’re a 
serious shopper looking for authentic antiques, then it’s very important 
that you go well equipped. Here are some tips and guidelines to encourage 
a smart purchase and to avoid disappointment. 

1. Do Your Homework
Taking a few hours and getting online or digging into a couple of books 

is well worth it so that you’re well educated when it comes to buying the 
right item for you. You will want to learn about how to tell if an item is 
authentic or a reproduction, and what traits and characteristics to look 
for in determining the value. Just because something has a high price tag 
doesn’t mean that it’s real. The main goal is to make a confident buy and 
feel good about what you are taking home at the end of the day.

There is a vast array of books on this subject – my top picks include:
•	 Miller’s Antiques Handbook and Price Guide 2012-2013
•	 Unitt’s Book of Marks on Antiques & Collectibles 
•	 Antiques 101: A Crash Course in Everything Antique

2. Restoration
Just because a piece looks “old” doesn’t mean it’s the perfect antique. It 

may actually be in very poor condition and in need of some TLC. Always 
fully inspect the item before deciding to buy it:

•	 Open its drawers or doors
•	 Examine the bottom of it
•	 Check that its legs or arms are steady
•	 Pick up the piece to see if anything falls off
•	 Smell the item – odd odours could mean rot or decay
•	 Look for any cracked glass

TREASURE 
HUNTING
BY YANIC SIMARD // PHOTOGRAPHY BY TED YARWOOD

•	 Run your hand against the surface (if an antique is chipped, torn or 
damaged in any way, it may decrease its value drastically)

•	 If the piece is in need of some work, then it’s a good idea to ask the 
seller if they know how and if it can be reconditioned. It’s always 
wise to know what to expect ahead of time, so that way you know 
what you’re in for once it’s yours. 

If you’re a good “do-it-yourselfer,” then you may be able to tackle some of 
the restoration on your own. However, if you’re not 100 per cent confident 
in your DIY abilities then you may want to have a professional take care of 
it. There are many small shops that specialize in the refurbishment business.

3. Look Outside The Antique Shop
Antiques and unique collectibles are around us everywhere. Check 

out flea markets or garage sales; sometimes even local malls hold antique 
bazaars. I actually found an amazing elaborate gilt side table for my place 
curb-side! Browse often and compare – the more you search the more you’ll 
know, which will help in finding the perfect items for you and your home. 

4. Shopping in the UK
The United Kingdom is very well known for its authentic antiques, so 

if you’re really interested in this field, I would highly suggest taking the 
trip. The UK has a prominent history in trade and invention, and many of 
the pieces from these times still remain in the region. 

 You might want to consider planning your trip around an antique 
fair. England’s biggest is held at Newark in Nottinghamshire, which has 
4,000 stalls of vendors! Following close behind with 3,000 stalls is the 
Arthur Swallow fair at the Lincolnshire Showground, which takes place 
six times a year. London’s Portobello Market is also a wonderful place to 
browse for the perfect treasure.

There are also many antique centres that take place all year around. 
Two renowned dealers you may want to check out would be Woburn 
Abbey Antiques Centre in Bedfordshire and Edenbridge Galleries in 
Kent House where there are many individual shops selling furniture, 
clocks and ceramics. 

My favourite antique market of all time is Le Marché aux Puces de 
Saint-Ouen in Paris.  OH

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
BR

A
N

D
O

N
 B

A
RR

E

A stack of 
travel-worn 

suitcases 
makes a perfect 

bedside table 
and creates 

hidden storage.

Vintage books 
and sports 

equipment give 
the room a 

sense of history. NNothing quite compares 
to the adrenaline rush 
you get while shopping 
for antiques – imagining 
where a piece came from, 
who it belonged to, and 
what it was used for  
is exciting. 

Incorporating accessories into your 
workspace can be simple: colourful 
spools of thread, a wrought-iron 
judy, and framed prints of vintage 
sewing patterns tell of this 
homeowner’s love of fashion.  

Similarly-themed items make 
a charming vignette in even the 
smallest spaces.

If antique ceramics are too delicate 
for everyday use, an arrangement of 
them on the wall can make a subtle 
artistic statement.

d e s i g n  i d e a s
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IT’S TIME TO GET BACK OUTSIDE!    
Although new to Port Credit, Casualife Outdoor Living has been 

providing premium outdoor furniture to Toronto and its surrounding 
areas for over 30 years.  

A s  a  f a m i l y - r u n 
b u s i n e s s  w e  p r i d e 
ourse lves  in  work ing 
e x c l u s i v e l y  w i t h 
manufacturers  whom 
share the same family run 
mentality. We believe in 
providing uncompromised 
q u a l i t y,  p a i re d  w i t h 
exqu is i te  des ign  and 
personal ized service. 
Whatever your space – big or small, traditional or modern – we have 
created Casualife to exceed these needs. Our professionally trained 
designers and sales staff are here to carefully guide you through your 
journey in finding what is best suited to your taste and space.   

We welcome you to visit Casualife Outdoor Living to view our 
new 2013 line-up of outdoor furniture, exclusive fabrics, décor and 
accessories to complement spaces of all taste.    

Get ready to explore, to be inspired, to create and live beautifully.  
Casualife Outdoor Living 
100 Lakeshore Rd East, Mississauga • 905.990.5433            
6 Shields Court, Unit 1, Markham • 905.475.8353
www.casualife.ca (Please see ad on page 41)

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT
A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW, NEAT, 

UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN THE REGION 
OF OAKVILLE AND BURLINGTON

THE CLOSET AND STORAGE SPECIALISTS

VISIT OUR SHOW ROOM OR CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION
2444 Industrial St. #5 Burlington, Ontario
 905-333-1322  ■  www.organizeyourself.ca

■ Adjustable Wire Shelving  

■ Custom Melamine Closet 
 & Storage Systems

■ Garage Storage Solutions

■ Cabinet Pullouts

■ Sliding Laminated Glass,  
 Mirror & Wood Doors

■ Commercial/Industrial 
 Storage Units

■ Murphy Wall Bed Systems

PLANNING A HOME RENO?
A New Year, a fresh start and the time when so many of us 
resolve to do things to make us feel better. While many vow to 
get healthy and get fit, others vow to finish projects around the 
house that have gone on for far too long. 

Perhaps a little help from technology can help us turn our house 
into a home once and for all. As the expression goes, there’s an 
app for that – apps that can help you renovate, plan your garden 
and easily share files with trade professionals. 

Here are a few ideas to help get you started.

#HomeRenovationApps 

PHOTO MEASURES 
Sharing measurements has never been easier. Take a picture 
with your iPhone or iPad and draw all your measurements right 
on the picture elevation. Say farewell to matching notes with 
photographs. Also, every picture you take can be saved into 
folders for easy organization; you can send the images to your 
email or just save them to your photo library.

HOME SIZER 
Need to calculate the square footage of a room in your home? 
Home Sizer allows you to enter dimensions and it calculates 
the square footage of any space in your house. It can also 
estimate gross square footage of your entire house. 

RENOVATION BUDGET TRACKER 
Don’t lose track of your budget again. This app allows you to 
build your budget and track your expenses quickly and easily. 
Now sticking to your budget – is up to you!

EASYMEASURE 
Forgot your measuring tape at home? No problem. EasyMeasure 
shows you the distance to objects seen through the camera 
lens of your iPhone or iPad. Great for that impromptu drop in 
at your favourite furniture showroom.

MYGARDEN.ORG
This site is great for the social gardener. It’s a great resource 
for learning from other gardeners. By completing your personal 
garden profile, you have the ability to create wish lists and an 
automatic to-do list of all the tasks your garden will need on a 
month to month basis.  

Courtesy of Wendy Hicken, Principal Juice Marketing Group: 
As an integrated marketing firm specializing in social media, 
our purpose is to help stimulate new business for you with our 
marketing know-how. We offer value-driven, results-focused 
marketing initiatives.

What we do:  Marketing Strategy + Social Media. We grow your 
business through the strategic mix of traditional and modern 
marketing campaigns that generate leads for your business.

Marketing Group

www.juicemarketinggroup.com
Office: 647.847.4335    Direct: 416.899.4746

Did you know you can find

OUR HOMES 
in the following markets?

Be your own boss, put your network to work for you, 
provide the very best advertising solutions in your 
community, and build equity in your very own business.

Each regional OUR HOMES magazine features local 
content, local homes, local style, local builders,  
local trades, and local stores.

View any regional magazine at www.ourhomesmagazine.com

You can own
OUR HOMES too!
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Join our happy and successful team and create  
maximum value for your advertisers and readers.

Visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com  
& click on franchise opportunities. Or call  

Suzanne Strong, VP Franchising  
519.538.4528 • franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com 

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market 
their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related purchasing 
decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/oakville. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email shannon@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, 
call 289.242.5599 to advertise.

ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN
DAVID SMALL DESIGNS Page 4
VANBETLEHAM ARCHITECT INC. Page 13

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES, 
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS
GLASSWORKS STUDIO Page 19

BUILDERS
BREJNIK FINE HOMES Page 48
HADLEY-IRVINE CONTRACTING LTD. Page 41
SMITH & COMPANY TIMELESS HOMES Page 10

BUSINESS SERVICES
JUICE MARKETING GROUP Page 44

CLEANING
MERRY MAIDS OF OAKVILLE Page 27

CLOSETS & STORAGE
SPACE AGE SHELVING Page 45

FABRIC/BEDDING/UPHOLSTERY
SWITCH STUDIO Page 17

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING
CHEFERENTIAL TREATMENT Page 19

GRANITE & STONE
GREENSVILLE SOAPSTONE COMPANY Page 29

HOME ACCENTS/COLLECTIBLES/
DÉCOR/FURNITURE  
ANDERSON CARPET AND HOME Page 25
ELIZABETH INTERIORS Page 13
HEARTY FURNITURE Page 8
IN HOUSE ETC. Page 17
JOSHUA CREEK FURNITURE Page 9
MY BACK SHED Page 19
SWISS INTERIORS Page 19

INTERIOR DESIGN/DESIGNERS/
HOME STAGING
FRAHM INTERIORS Page 31
PARKYN DESIGN Page 5

KITCHEN & BATH  
AYA KITCHENS Page 19
HAMPTON KITCHENS Page 11
INTERIOR WORKS Page 35
KITCHEN TUNE UP Page 29
OPAL BATHS AND DESIGN Page 31

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN  
UNCOMMON GROUND Page 7

LIGHTING  
GERRIE LIGHTING STUDIO Page 2

OUTDOOR FURNITURE  
CASUALIFE OUTDOOR LIVING Page 41
INSIDE OUT Page 6

PAINTING & DECORATING  
ABSOLUTE HOME SERVICES Page 29
COLOUR LAND PAINT & DECOR Page 15

REAL ESTATE  
MICHAEL BREJNIK – ROYAL LEPAGE  
	 BURLOAK REAL ESTATE SERVICES Page 3
TERRY SMITH – RE/MAX ABOUT TOWNE  
	 REALTY Page 10

WINDOW FASHIONS  
BUDGET BLINDS Page 31
SHADES OF HOME Page 17
SUNSHADES DÉCOR CENTRE Page 35

WINDOWS & DOORS  
DOORWAY INC. Page 29
KOLBE GALLERY WINDOWS 
	 & DOORS Page 47

d i r e c t o r y

o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 3  45



I consider eggs en cocotte to be the “little black dress” of egg dishes. You can 
dress them up for any occasion. They are so lovely in their individual ramekins 
and have a perfect balance of delicacy and richness. Like little pots of heaven! 

And they’re dead easy. Just take care to not overcook them or the egg will 
become rubbery and certainly lose its appeal. Remember that the ramekin retains 
heat and the egg will continue cooking once out of the oven. 

For this recipe, the eggs are enhanced with asparagus and mushrooms to 
celebrate spring. But you can play with other ingredients in the dish. Consider 
sautéed spinach and crumbled feta cheese, or chopped tomatoes and shredded 
cheddar cheese, or crispy bacon bits and parsley. The options are endless! And if 
you’re cooking for a crowd the recipe easily doubles, or even triples. 

BY MARIA  DAS ILVA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT HUNTER

II love eggs. Eggs always have my back. I count on 
them at least once a week for a quick and easy 
dinner. Breakfast never seems quite complete 
without them. And when I feel the need to impress 
there’s baked eggs – oeufs en cocotte if I’m really 
out to make an impression! 

EGGS EN COCOTTE
Serves 2

2 tsp olive oil

4 mushrooms, thinly sliced

4 spears asparagus, trimmed and cut into 1-inch pieces

2 tbsp whipping cream

2 eggs

 1 tbsp finely grated Parmesan cheese

Pinch each salt and cracked pepper

1 tbsp chopped fresh chives

•	 In small skillet, heat oil over medium-high heat, fry 
mushrooms until golden brown, about 6 minutes. Transfer 
to plate. In same skillet, fry asparagus until bright green and 
tender, about 3 minutes. Transfer to plate with mushrooms.

•	 Divide mushrooms and asparagus between two buttered 
1-cup ovenproof ramekins. Into each add half of the cream, 
one of the eggs and sprinkle with half of the Parmesan.

•	 Place ramekins in baking dish. Pour boiling water into the 
dish until it reaches halfway up the sides of the ramekins. 

•	 Bake in 375ºF oven until egg whites are set on the edge, but 
the centre is still slightly jiggly and the yolks remain soft, 
about 8 minutes. Sprinkle each with salt and pepper and 
half of the chives. Let stand for 2 to 3 minutes before serving 
with toast points.  OH

cocotte
SPRINGTIME

EGGS EN
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We will build your home,
before actually building your home...

For more information on our pre-construction 360 imaging, 
please visit our website or call us today. 

Design . Build . Adore 
www.BREJNIK.com   |  905 407 3475
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