
WWhen Chris and Debra Long 
decided to renovate their Oakville 
townhome, they didn’t have to 
look far to find a contractor. The 
couple’s son, Ken Long, had been 
making improvements to the 
family home for years. A skilled 
general contractor and co-owner 
of KCL Renovations Ltd., Ken 
and his business partner, Jason 
LeBlanc, were the natural choice 
to complete the project. Over 
the course of two renovations, 
KCL transformed the nondescript 
space into a luxurious, modern 
showpiece in the suburbs – and a 
dream home for Debra.

A well-planned galley kitchen created plenty of 
storage space. TOP RIGHT: The kitchen is kept 
light and airy with white cabinetry and glass inserts. 
RIGHT: Jason LeBlanc (standing), Ken Long and 
homeowner Debra Long.

Tucked into a quiet row of brick townhomes in the north end of the 
city, the three-bedroom house was built in the 1980s. Debra and Chris 
were originally renters of the property, buying it from their landlord 
13 years ago after deciding to settle in Oakville. They began making 
upgrades almost immediately, adding warm beech-wood floors to 
the main level. Ken and Jason later finished the basement with a full 
bathroom, walk-in storage closet and pantry, and a cosy living area 
featuring an electric fireplace surrounded by Ken’s custom millwork. 

A décor aficionado with a natural eye for design, Debra painted and 
redecorated the interior a number of times, furnishing the home with 
a combination of gorgeous antiques, sentimental artwork and modern 
accent pieces. When she initiated a major renovation in 2012, she called 
upon Ken and Jason to execute a complete overhaul. They renovated 
the first and second levels of the house, starting with the main floor and 
working their way up.

While the charming beech-wood floors would stay, nearly 
everything else would go. KCL ripped out the old kitchen and powder 
room, removed old trim and light fixtures, scraped down a popcorn 
ceiling in the living room and essentially started from scratch. They 
painted the living space a soft grey, they added white California 
shutters to the large windows and KCL upgraded the baseboards to 
taller, statelier pieces in five-and-a-half inch solid poplar purchased at 
Tamarack Lumber Inc. Crown moulding and custom woodwork add 
elegant details. Continued on page 39
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The living room flows into a galley-style kitchen with a small, 
sun-filled breakfast bar set against glass patio doors. KCL Renovations 
worked with Fine Line Kitchens Inc., who installed custom cabinets 
and drawers throughout the kitchen in Cloud White. They were able 
to maximize storage space while using elegant glass fronts on top for 
an airy, contemporary look. Debra chose high-contrast, Cambria Black 
quartz countertops, installed by Quartz Co. A stunning marble tile 
backsplash extends into the breakfast area and adds drama, covering 
the wall from floor to ceiling. Stainless steel appliances finish the space. 

The railing that leads upstairs was re-stained and painted, giving 
it a contemporary makeover with crisp, white balusters topped by 
an ebony-stained handrail. A large, spherical, dark metal light fixture 

Debra revived several pieces of antique furniture from her collection 
with a coat of Cloud White paint by Benjamin Moore and had other 
items professionally refurbished at Paint It Like New! Inc. in 
Burlington. Silver and glass accessories fill the bright, inviting living 
and dining areas that overlook the green space behind the home. 
Debra furnished and decorated the interior herself, consulting with 
decorator Vanessa Francis of Vanessa Francis Designs once before 
independently sourcing pieces from House Warmings Inc. and My 
Back Shed in Oakville and Milton’s Bello’cchio, among other places. 
“I love interior design,” she shares, noting that her style has evolved over 
the years. “I really enjoyed choosing the finishes and all of the pieces 
for the home.”

Continued on page 40

OPPOSITE TOP: A mix of well-loved treasures and 
new furnishings provide cosy comfort in the family 
room. BOTTOM LEFT: The powder room was given 
a facelift with a new vanity and a contemporary 
coat of grey on the walls. BOTTOM RIGHT: Debra’s 
keen sense of style combines accessories with 
much-loved treasures like family photos. LEFT: The 
dining room marries the colour scheme from the 
adjoining kitchen and family room for an elegant 
and seamless transition. BELOW: The lovely hutch 
was given a new life with a fresh coat of paint.
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from Bowring hangs in the stairwell and 
leads to the second level. The renovation 
included the en suite bath with a Cambria 
quartz countertop in Torquay, a colour that 
blends with the white and grey palette 
present throughout the home. Creekside 
Cabinets crafted the custom vanity and the 
bedroom dresser. The shower is a work of art, 
featuring spectacular marble tile work with 
materials from Factory Tile Depot and a 
contemporary glass enclosure. 

While the upstairs den and guest room 
are beautiful and in keeping with the home’s 
sophisticated, contemporary boutique hotel 
feel, the master bedroom is a show stopper. 
A unique glass chandelier hangs over a large 

bed layered with rich textiles. The spacious 
master retreat has the same luxe, sanctuary-
like atmosphere as the adjoining bathroom. 
Acknowledging how immaculately kept the 
space is, Debra insists that it’s not for show. 
Ken and Jason concur, noting that Debra 
keeps the house spotless, with everything in 
its place. “It always looks like this, honestly,” 
Ken says. Debra takes pride in her beautiful 
home, and in her son and Jason’s work at KCL 
Renovations. “We take pride ourselves in 
customer service and quality and want our 
clients to feel comfortable knowing we are 
working in their homes,” says Ken. As the 
KCL slogan states: “Coming Home Never Felt 
So Good.”  OH

LEFT: A custom dresser is made to 
perfectly fit the space in Debra’s 
master bedroom. BELOW: Shimmering 
mosaic tile, a rain-head shower and 
glass enclosure complete the en suite 
makeover. BOTTOM LEFT: The en suite 
is made beautiful with the glimmer 
of wall-mounted lighting against a 
fresh white cabinet and countertop. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The bedroom is 
hotel-chic with beautiful bedding and a 
tufted headboard.
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