
DDavid Small has been in the custom home business his entire 
life and enthusiastically tells his story.

“My father was a custom home builder and his father was a custom home builder. I grew up digging 
ditches on job sites,” he says with a laugh.

Thirty-five years later, the man behind David W. Small Designs, the award-winning custom home design 
firm, carries on his family legacy, though he’s chosen to focus less on shovels and more on great architecture, 
structure and design.

Small began designing custom homes in 1996 and almost 900 homes later, he can say that he’s one of the 
GTA’s foremost custom home designers. A drive through any affluent neighbourhood in the west-end of the 
city is a living portfolio of his skilled eye and innate talent for stylish and functional living.

But while Small is willing and able to stretch the imagination when it comes to home design, he finds 
that more often than not, his clients want to play it safe.

“Economically, building a custom home is a huge investment,” he says. “Often, homeowners make style 
decisions with that in mind. They don’t think of what they like or what will work for them and their family. 
They think about what will be most salable over time.”
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While Small is happy to design such homes, he laments that the 
traditional English manor and French chateau styles are becoming 
standard. He successfully challenges his clients to think outside the 
box. In designing his own new home, he’s pushing the envelope with a 
modernist approach. 

“Homeowners can be afraid of modernist architecture. When 
people think of modern, they think cold, stark, bare, and minimalist. 
But that doesn’t have to be true,” he insists. “The modern style is about 
architectural flow. It can still be cosy and warm by knowing how to create 
the right dynamic.”

He notes that his own home has been designed with rustic elements such 
as hardwood and stone, but paired with modern clean lines created by steel. 

Small wants to dispel the myth that a modern-style home will become 
dated or out of vogue. Modernist architecture has been around since the 
beginning of the last century, so it’s not a flash in the pan; it’s timeless 
and enduring and perfected by pioneers like Frank Lloyd Wright. Its 
principles are ideal for custom homes since its mantra is “form follows 
function,” meaning that a building’s design should be derived directly 
from its purpose. It’s design simplified.

He admits that it takes gumption to be cutting-edge when building 
custom, but homeowners who go with a modern design may also find that 
it can be more affordable. Open concept spaces – a mainstay of modern 
architecture – mean a home needs less square footage and a smaller 
property. Less elaborate detailing means less labour and materials.

“By straying from the norm and designing a home that is different 
from the ones flooding the market, you are actually creating a home that 
will be more salable in the future since it will distinguish itself from the 
others,” he says. 

Along with the esthetics of a custom home, Small also puts a great 
deal of thought and time into its technology and its environmental 
footprint. He designs with the latest home automation in mind, including 
lighting control, climate control, security and audio/video. He also notes 
that he chooses green features for a home that are not only good for the 
environment, but money-saving as well.

Although Small is passionate about the next generation of custom 
housing, he is still comfortable designing any home that will fit the style 
and lifestyle of its owners. His clients enjoy the unmatched personal 
service that they receive from Small and his staff, something he doesn’t 
take lightly.

“I understand that when someone comes to me for a design, they are 
often putting their life savings into my hands. I am always very respectful 
of that, and I work hard to earn their trust.” 

He does so by ensuring he listens with a good ear. Clients receive 
frequent reports on the status of their projects and he treats his staff the way 
that he wants them to treat clients – with the utmost respect and sincerity.

“Looking back at what I’ve accomplished and the projects I’ve done,” 
he says with a smile, “I feel extremely proud to be leading the way in the 
custom home industry.”  OH
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