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OPEN Mon-Thur 10-6, Fri 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun Closed

Celebrating Our 50th Anniversary



D E S I G N  •  B U I L D  •  C O N S T R U C T I O N  P R O J E C T  M A N A G E M E N T

AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER 2019 MOVE IN:

8000 SF CUSTOM DESIGNED LUXURY ESTATE HOME BUILT ON 20 ACRES WITH HALF KM WINDING DRIVEWAY 
THROUGH FORESTED AREA AND SMALL BRIDGE OVER BROOK. NESTLED ON TOP OF HILLTOP OFFERS PALATIAL 
VIEWS. PRIVACY AS WELL AS COMFORT AS THIS PROPERTY BACKS ON TO THE FAMOUS FOX RUN ESTATES. 

10 MIN TO HWY 401, 30 MIN TO TRI CITY (CANADA’S SILICON VALLEY), 40 MIN TO PEARSON AIRPORT, 
75 MIN TO DOWNTOWN TORONTO.

PLANS ARE BUILDING PERMIT READY. WILL HAPPILY CUSTOMIZE TO SUIT YOUR FAMILY’S WISHES AND NEEDS. 

WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND SPECIFICALLY THE MEDIA AND AWARD PAGES TO VIEW SOME OF 
THE SPECTACULAR HOMES WE HAVE BUILT. 

OFFERED AT $3,588,000



THE PINK PANTHER™ & © 1964-2017 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Studios Inc. All Rights Reserved. The colour PINK is a registered trademark 
of Owens Corning. © 2017 Owens Corning. All Rights Reserved. *Up to 20% heating and cooling savings based on Hot 2000, Version 8.7 
run for a 2 storey 1972 type base house with 1149 sf per floor for an increase from R-8 to R-40 in the attic in Canadian climates. Savings vary 
depending on original amount of insulation in your home, climate, house size, air leaks, and personal energy use and living habits. †Blowing time, 
based on attic size 100m2/1000 ft2 at RSI 8.8/R-50. 

The Owens Corning™ AttiCat® Expanding Blown-In Insulation System 
is a quick, easy, safe and reliable system to help you take control 
of your home’s comfort and energy usage.

 Quick & Easy: Complete in as little as 2 hours†

  Virtually No Settling: Keeps its energy saving R-value over time

  Virtually No Mess: Releases and expands inside machine for low dust

DO-IT-YOURSELF 
AND SAVE UP TO 
20% ON HEATING 
& COOLING COSTS*

1-800-GET-PINK® or visit owenscorning.ca

Recommended by  
Jim Caruk, Master Contractor,  

HGTV Host and Editor-in-Chief 

of Renovation Contractor Magazine

STÛV B.95-3sstuvamerica.com

Our Home_Pub Mars 2018_FNL.indd   1 2018-02-16   15:29:47



Furniture· Carpet· Rugs· Drapery· Reupholster· Farrow & Ball Paint· Wallpaper

686 Guelph Line, Burlington · 905-639-0666 · andersoncarpetandhome.com 

instagram.com/andersonscarpetandhome          facebook.com/AndersonsCarpetAndHome

BURLINGTON  Neo 1 Paint & Decor   
666 Appleby Line | 905.639.4931 | neoonepaint.ca
MISSISSAUGA  Erin Mills Paint & Decor Centre   
5636 Glen Erin Dr (in Longo’s plaza) | 905.858.1708 | erinmillspaint.com
OAKVILLE  Bronte Village Paint & Paper   
2294 Lakeshore Rd W | 905.827.3300 | brontevillagepaint.ca©2018 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Colour Lock, Paint like no other, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited.

Others pale by comparison. Aura’s high quality 
colour and super smooth finish is simply unrivaled.

RICH COLOUR THAT STAYS TRUE OVER TIME

Visit us today:
Line 1
Line 2
Line 3
Line 4
Line 5
Line 6
Line 7

©2018 Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited. Aura, Benjamin Moore, Colour Lock, Paint like no other, and the triangle “M” symbol are registered trademarks of Benjamin Moore & Co., Limited.

Others pale by comparison. Aura’s high quality 
colour and super smooth finish is simply unrivaled.

RICH COLOUR THAT STAYS TRUE OVER TIME

Visit us today:
Line 1
Line 2
Line 3
Line 4
Line 5
Line 6
Line 7
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It may be time for a change! Cornerstone has the largest selection of cabinets, cupboards and sofas in Ontario; 
styles in many sizes that are perfect for your home, and more affordable than you expected. Our stock of beautiful 
textiles – teacloths, throws, pillows, bags, kids plushies and poufs – are perfect gifts for any occasion. 
You won’t believe the selection! 

25 years 
in business

Items shown in photos may not be available. Check in-store for a huge selection of unique pieces.

TORONTO
2886 Dundas Street West  T 416 767 8170

CAMBRIDGE
90 Main Street  T 519 740 9991

cornerstonefurniture.ca /CornerstoneHome /cornerstonehomeinteriors

Over 68,000 sq.ft. 
    of showroom treasures!

1. THE BORDEN CABINET:
This wardrobe is simply stunning. Made from 
old pine, faced with brass detail, this piece 
is a real stand out. Priced at $1,99500

2. THE COPELAND CHAIR:
By Jonathon Lewis. Select your style. Choose 
your fabric. We welcome custom orders. 
Hundreds of accent chairs to choose from!

3. THE WRANGLER CHAIR: 
The best seat in the house. Green/Khaki 
denim fabric with brown weathered leather 
seat and natural wood frame. Top Grain 
Leather in 3 colours. On sale for $55000

4. THE MUMBAI 3 DOOR & 3 DRAWER SIDEBOARD: 
Mango wood, iron, 3 door, & 3 drawer sideboard.
On sale for $1,22500

5. THE CHANCELLOR CHAIR: 
Leather chair in top grain leather with stainless 
base. On sale for $1,87500   

6. THE SHANGHAI COMPUTER DESK: 
Wooden, Iron 3 Shelf, & 1 Drawer Computer Desk 
56.3"w X 20.1"d X 35.5"h. On sale for $67500

7. THE CIRCO SOFA: 
This modern take on a mid-century classic 
features crisp lines, a tufted bench seat, 
and two luxuriously stuffed back cushions. 
Two matching round bolsters complete the 
look. Priced at $2,40000

8. CLARKE MEDIA UNIT: 
Gorgeous brass and wood media unit. 
So unique. Soft close on all doors and 
drawers, lined with canvas. $1,99500

9. BIBI ROUND ACCENT FOOTSTOOL:  
Fun and functional, this little stool adds a 
little bit of whimsy to any space. Available 
in hundreds of fabrics. Starting at $22500

1. 4. 7.

5. 8.

6. 9.

2.

3.
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REACH US EASILY: firstname.lastname@ourhomes.ca
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SHINGLES, FLAT ROOFING 
& EAVESTROUGH

FREE 
ESTIMATES!

©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective 
owners.7474165

 

Window fashions that have 
every style covered.

Silhouette® window shadings

©2018 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas or their respective 
owners.7474165

 

Window fashions that have 
every style covered.

Silhouette® window shadings

Visit Our Showroom 
4280 Harvester Road, Burlington

Monday – Friday 9-5 Saturday 10-4

Stylish Windows Are Just the Beginning

905.336.5341  •   www.blindadvantage.ca



FFor me, home is many places and many feelings. Most recently, home 
is our new local gym, Movati. If you’ve never been inside, it’s worth 
a peek. It’s not just a gym. It’s an upscale, state-of-the-art, lifestyle-
oriented fitness facility. It’s an experience. 

We’re not really the type to make New Year’s resolutions, but my 
husband Emil and I realized that the hustle and bustle of our careers 
plus two busy teens often left us drained. We wanted something to 
trigger a healthier lifestyle, give us time to connect with one another 
and just make time for joy.

Thanks to OUR HOMES, I work with a lot of talented designers and 
feature lots of beautiful homes, so I appreciate a well-designed space. As 
we toured the gym, I noted all the thoughtful touches, like the fireplace 
in the lobby, the contemporary staircase and the muted, tranquil colour 
choices. It was when we visited the Zen lounge that my love for yoga, 
long since placed on a dusty shelf, came screaming back into focus. Like 
many others, we struggled and stumbled our way through that first 
class back on the mats, but by the end, I was hooked. 

Now, we creep through the quiet streets five times a week for 6 a.m. 
classes. At first, it was just a great place to get an awesome workout. 
Slowly, as we get to know the teachers and nod to the regulars, it’s 
become a part of our lifestyle, a second home. 

When I walk into the gym, I instantly feel calmer. It’s a sacred, quiet 
space to relax and renew. It’s a place where I can just breathe. There’s 
joy in slowing down and finding happiness in the little things, and right 
now part of my home and my happiness is yoga. 

Gina Makkar, Managing Editor
gina.makkar@ourhomes.ca

Follow us       Subscriptions subscribe@ourhomes.ca 

Get more at ourhomes.caonline

Where do you feel most at home? 

proscape .net
905 .842 .0069

NATURE
  at its FINEST.

We start with the raw elements that nature gives us.   
Stone, steel, wood, water, fire, trees & plants. Through a 
collaboration of dreams & design, we craft something unique for 
each client and deliver them the experience of Nature at its Finest.

14  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 8
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ON THE COVER
A light-filled home gets a total 
makeover. Story, page 32. 
Photography by Jason Hartog.
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mcdadi.com/1267b

NORTH OFFICE:    
905.502.1500

   
SOUTH OFFICE
905.823.1500

DIRECT:   
416.801.2400    
SAM@MCDADI.COM

mcdadi.ca/1391m

mcdadi.ca/1440amcdadi.ca/1527bmcdadi.ca/2401d

mcdadi.ca/1540mmcdadi.ca1499w

mcdadi.ca/3345l

mcdadi.ca/1422c

mcdadi.ca/396s

mcdadi.ca/8336pmcdadi.ca/1573s

Prestigious neighborhood. 4 Beds. Roman pillars, 
Brazilian hardwood & Bohemian crystal chandelier.

Mineola. 4+1 beds. 8 baths. Custom built. Approx. 
6,000 sq ft. Designer showcase interior. Finished bsmt.

Lorne Park. 4 beds. 5 baths. Brand new custom built 
5,500 sq ft mansion. Designer interior. Gourmet kitchen. 

Luxurious custom home handcrafted with the highest 
quality fi nishes. 80 x 200 ft premium lot.

Lorne Park. 4 bedrooms, 5 baths. Designer kitchen. 
Hardwood. Finished W/O basement. In-ground pool.   

Master crafted. Finished basement. In ground pool. 
Top of the line appliances & premium fi nishes.  

Steps to the lake. In-ground pool. Gourmet maple 
kitchen with w/o to large deck. Salt water pool.

90 x 147 ft lot. Approx 6,000 sq ft of space. 4+1 bedrooms, 4 

baths. Finished basement.

4 Beds. 4 baths. Custom. High-end fi nishes. Open 
Concept. Chef’s kitchen. Scraped hardwood fl oors. 

5 beds. 4 baths. Sunken living room. Hardwood. 
Fireplace. Family-sized kitchen. W/o to patio.

mcdadi.ca/5464pmcdadi.ca/42r

Ontario, Canada

Sam McDadi 
BSc., M.B.A. 

Sales Representative

Executive home situated on park/greenspace. Designer 
showcase interior. Gourmet kitchen.

4 bed. 5 bath. Custom estate. 3,974 sq ft with Tarion 
warranty. Gourmet kitchen. Vaulted ceilings.

Lakeview. Steps from Lake Ontario. Architectural 
masterpiece. Gourmet kitchen. Finished bsmt.

We are proud 
to have helped 

more than 
10,400 families 

and friends with 
their real estate 
needs, and to 

have sold more 
than $4.9 billion 

in real estate 
* Based on ReDatum stats plus exclusive, 

builder and non-treb sales and leases, both 
independent and with team, 1988 to present

Sales Representatives: Abraham Azraq, Ahmad Shehab-Eldin, Alvin Tung, Ben Sadeg, Bill McFarland, Bruno Gomes, Ciro Napolitano, Craig Yaffe, Fadi Abou-
Chalha, Francis Zuccarelli, Helen O’Brecht, Isaiah Bayley-Hay, John Athanasiou, Julie Jones, Kayla Ie, Leanne Binsell, Lisa Lee, Maggie Ribeiro, Marcello Marchese, 
Mark Powell, Marwa Nadr, Maryam Kermani, Marzena Ciecielag, Mase Rasti, Michelle Delemos, Mike Azraq, Mona Azraq, Norm Wilkie, Obie Khwaja, RJ Shahi, Ro-
man Damavandi, Sam McDadi, Sara Azraq, Sean Johnny, Shannon Bowen, Tom Gusić, Tracy Nguyen, Vinci Leong, Zaheer Shaw, Zareer Divecha. Brokers: Ashkan 
Khaleghi, Harry Nanda, Jim Yurchuk, Leonard Howell, Sabrina Nagar. 

$8,880,000 $4,488,000 $3,500,000

$3,288,000 $3,200,000 $3,088,000

$2,588,000

$2,190,000 $1,998,000

$1,988,000 $1,898,000

$2,288,000

$1,650,000

Lorne Park enclave. Scarlett O’hara staircase. Gourmet 
kitchen. Prof fi nished bsmt. Mature lot. In-ground pool. 

mcdadi.ca/439t

4 bed. 4 bath. Backs onto Credit River. Great 
views. Open concept. Muskoka living in the city.

$2,988,000

mcdadi.ca/57c

4+1 bed, 6 baths. Port Credit. Lake views. Custom 
built. Hardwood. Heated tiled fl oor. Salt water pool.

$2,938,000
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DIVIDE AND CONQUER
Storage is designed in three style categories: 

1. In sight and in mind. 
Open shelving allows 
us to see what we own, 
defining our unique 
personalities. Free-
standing or bolted to 
the wall, shelving is 
simple. The structure 
itself can be a design 
feature, elevating your 
simple objects into things 
of beauty.

2. Out of sight and 
out of mind.
Closets or storage rooms are 
enclosed empty spaces. You 
can add rods or shelving to suit your requirements. People are 
now choosing to turn closets into dressing rooms, enclosing 
items in cabinetry and revealing only what’s most precious and 
notable through glass cabinets. If you own shoes, purses, belts or 
ties that are beautiful and cost a pretty penny, then why not put 
them on display like an art object in a glass case?

3. Combining in and out of sight.
Say we’ve opted for open-plan spaces instead of separate 
rooms for our functions. Even kitchens are now blended in, 
requiring special thinking on how to manage all its requirements. 
While one-room living reveals all, do we really want to show off 
everything?

Storage credenzas, shelving and wall units can act as free-
standing room dividers to delineate space. One company that 
provides unique items is Design Within Reach (DWR). It is a go-to 
destination for design sophisticates. Their variety of cabinets and 
shelving units are real designer heirloom classics that can make 
space efficient and extra special.

CUSTOM VS. STANDARD
Each home is unique, not only in structure, but also in the 
personality and vision of its owner. While standard shelving and 
storage units are available at most home stores, and while you 

can hack Ikea, it is best to 
give your storage needs the 
attention they deserve.

Investing in custom built-in 
storage solutions will enhance 
the value of your house, much 
like investing in kitchen or 
bathroom renovations. It is 
money well spent. Knowing 
that everything is in its 
place and there’s a place for 
everything helps liberate us 
from our stuff.  OH

Feeling stressed because you’re surrounded by 
stuff? That stuff can actually make you happy, 
if it’s efficiently and artistically displayed. And 
when organized properly, you can grab and go. 
Technology has helped reduce or eliminate the 
need for some stuff, like books and record albums, 
but we still need to store the items we do collect. 

Storage, home organization or space 
solutions – whatever you call it – has become 
a science using the latest technology. For 

example, hardware supplier Richelieu has teamed up with Panasonic to 
create revolving closet systems and shelves that pull down and return 
pneumatically, providing innovative ways to make our lives easier.

START RIGHT – GET ORGANIZED
Whether you’re living in a tiny studio or a mansion, many of the 
same rules apply when it comes to getting organized:

Purge: Get rid of things you don’t need or that don’t give you 
pleasure in some way.

Learn to make sacrifices: In a small or large space, every object 
matters. Make choices and focus on priorities.

Inventory items that need storage and display: Determine 
what type of storage or shelving you need. Make this scientific 
by calculating how much linear space and square footage 
is required.

Design and plan: Plan where these items are going and then find 
the design solutions you need to maximize and beautify your space.

STAYING 
ORGANIZED 
AND OTHER WAYS TO KEEP IT TOGETHER
Interior Designer Dolores Pian shares her ideas.

RICHELIEU & PANASONIC: 
Revolving Shoe & Closet Systems

SPACES CUSTOM INTERIORS: Basement 
renovation with custom built-in storage.

DWR: Kai Shelving High

DWR: LineCredenza

DWR: Story 
Bookcase

Advice_StayingOrganized.indd   gutter 2018-03-12   11:31 AM

885 Lower Base Line Rd. W., Milton • 416.804.8738
www.rivercroft.ca

We specialize in custom wood products, interior design, home 
contracting, & much more. Bringing family & friends together 
by creating a space that makes people feel like they are home. 

We hope that you fall in love with all that Rivercroft has to offer. 
Come and visit us today!

Rivercroft is a remarkable old barn that sits on top 
of the hill on Lower Base Line Rd. Inside it is filled with unique items 

& treasures from all over the world that we want to share with you.

NEW 
LOCATION 
OPENING 

SOON!

Roofing and Home  
Renovations
With over 28 years experience providing quality 
roofing in Toronto, Mississauga, Etobicoke and the 
Greater Toronto Area, Let It Rain ensures your roof 
will withstand the harsh GTA climate. 

We provide roofing and home renovation services  
to homeowners, architects and builders.

✔ Complete Roofing Systems

✔ Skylights, Sun Tunnels

✔ Eavestroughs, Soffit and Fascia

✔ Roof Repairs

✔ Home Renovations from Top to Bottom

letitrain.ca
Phone 1-877-686-7246 for a  

FREE ESTIMATE
18  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 8
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1 	 ANDERSON’S

Sideboard
An updated twist on a classic storage 
piece. A silver finish and oversize 
square, nickel hardware adds 
glamour. Customizable in choice of 
size and finish.

686 Guelph Line, Burlington 
905.639.0666 | andersoncarpetandhome.com

1

3 	 KENNEDY GALLERIES

Chair 
Bold and beautiful, a vibrant floral 
pattern complements the simple, 
elegant silhouette, solid frame 
and tapered legs. A seasonal 
must-have. 

86 Queen Elizabeth Blvd., Etobicoke 
416.255.1177 | kennedygalleries.com

4 	 SWISS INTERIORS

Recliner
Made in Canada, this Dutalier 
Utopia gliding recliner boasts 
360-degree swivel technology, an 
adjustable headrest and a smooth, 
silent mechanism. It contours the 
body for the ultimate in comfort. 

217 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville 
905.844.3530 | swissinteriors.com

5 	 CRESCENT HILL GALLERY

Artwork 
Ramona Nordal’s ambitious use 
of colour and style create an 
overwhelming sense of energy. 
Nordal thrives on mixing past and 
present cultural influences for a 
captivating and refreshing result. 

2575 Dundas St. W., Unit 10, Mississauga 
905.820.2233 | crescenthill.com

6  	PENWOOD FUNITURE 

Table
This solid wormy maple double-
pedestal dining room table in a light 
grey finish is fresh and modern. With 
room to seat 10, mix and match 
seating for an eclectic look.

270 North Service Rd., Unit E-1, Oakville 
905.844.5333 | penwoodfurniture.com

2 	 OAKVILLE KITCHEN & 		
	 BATH CENTRE

Kitchen Faucets
New from Brizo, the Litze Kitchen 
Collection in matte black and 
brilliance luxe gold. Articulating 
or pulldown, both have industrial 
handles and SmartTouch technology.

599 Third Line, Oakville 
905.827.4611 | oakvillekitchencentre.com

Continued on page 22

Slip into style this spring by adding 
colour, texture or definition to 
your space. 

hello
3

4
2

6

5

PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG
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7  	 HEARTH MANOR

Media Console
Contemporary lines blend with 
a dash of industrial design. An 
integrated speaker compartment 
and a stunning linear fireplace make 
this design a marvel of technology. 

2575 Dundas St. W., Unit 8, Mississauga  
905.828.8880 | hearthmanorfireplaces.com

8 	 BENJAMIN MOORE

Paint
Benjamin Moore’s Colour of the Year,  
Caliente (AF-290) pairs beautifully  
with Yukon Sky (1439) and  
White Dove (OC-17). Add a splash  
of colour this year. 

Available at Benjamin Moore locations.  
Find one near you at benjaminmoore.ca

9 	 FINE OAK THINGS

Sideboard
Functionality at its finest. The 
Chateau Sideboard blends storage 
with the timeless beauty of maple 
stained in a golden cherry pine.

43 Main St. S., Milton 
905.854.0649 | fineoakthings.com OH

7

8

9

www.tileit.ca 

4060 Fairview Street
Burlington

905.632.8066

3727 Hwy # 6
Mount Hope

905.679.5669

Custom Made Kitchen & Bathroom Cabinetry • Closet Systems 
Entertainment Units • Basement Renovations • Full Renovations & More!

Create Your Dream Look
100% Canadian Made Cabinetry • Quality Craftsmanship

25+ Years Experience • Visit Our 6,000 sq.ft. Design Centre 

Call us for a FREE in home Consultation.

905.844.3332
Units 2-3, 333 Wyecroft Rd., Oakville

www.aromakitchens.ca | info@aromakitchens.ca

PROUD NOMINEE OF THE 2015 OAKVILLE AWARDS FOR BUSINESS EXCELLENCE

www.keystonehomedesigns.com
NEW - ADDITIONS - RENOS - 3D RENDERINGS
Providing unique, functional and beautiful home designs since 2003

INFO@KEYSTONEHOMEDESIGNS.COM
905.616.2221

Fine Oak Things Showroom:
43 Main Street South, Campbellville, Milton ON • 905.854.0649

(South of the 401 on Guelph Line)

Create Your Look With Multiple Colour Options

Limited Lifetime Warranty

RecycledPatio.com

Perfect for Your Family Gatherings

FineOakThings.com
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Poached Peach
MIMOSAS

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

The mimosa is a staple 
of every brunch, 
traditionally made with 
sparkling wine and 
orange juice. This recipe 
uses poached peaches 
for a refreshing twist.

DIRECTIONS 

Combine water, sugar and 
honey in a saucepan over 
medium heat. Stir until sugar 
and honey are dissolved. 

Add peach halves and 
simmer for 5-10 minutes, 
turning until tender. 

Remove peaches and reduce 
poaching liquid by half. Put 
peaches in a small, sturdy 
bowl and reserve liquid in a 
separate bowl. Cool both. 

Using a muddler or the back 
of a spoon, press peaches 
against the side of the bowl. 
Press hard and twist. The 
goal is to break up the fruit, 
release liquid and intensify 
the flavour.  

Add a dollop of muddled 
peaches to champagne 
glasses, then add a ½ tsp 
of poaching liquid to 
each glass. 

Top with sparkling wine.  OH

INGREDIENTS

2 cups water

¼ cup granulated sugar 

¼ cup honey 

2-3 peaches, halved 
and pitted

Sparkling wine

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

PoachedPeachMimosas.indd   2 2018-01-22   11:02 AM

sandramartone.com   |   sandrajmartone@gmail.com   |   416.953.7999

SANDRA MARTONE INTERIORS

OAKVILLE LOCATION OPENING MARCH 2018
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HOW-TO

Sand both sides of the 12-by-48-inch project board using 
120-grit sandpaper. 

Wipe the surface with a lint-free rag, and sand both sides 
again with 220-grit sandpaper. Repeat with 320-grit 
sandpaper.

Using a staining rag, stain both sides of the board and let dry. 
For a deeper colour, add a second coat of stain.

Once the board is dry, use the painter’s tape to mask off the 
perimeter and edges of the board to create a border that will 
remain unpainted. 

Spray with chalkboard paint in even strokes on the unmasked 
portion of the board. Allow the project to dry completely 
before carefully removing the tape. 

Fasten the handles of your choice.

Add a custom message or design with chalk and use to serve.

MATERIALS

12-by-48-
inch pine 
project board

120/220/320 
grit sandpaper 

Two-inch 
painter’s tape

Chalkboard 
spray paint

Minwax Wood 
Finish stain of 
your choice 
(we used Early 
American for 
our project)

Staining rag

Handles of 
choice and 
fasteners 
(we used 
drawer pulls)

chalkboard
SERVING
TRAYS
Add flair to your next function 
with a custom serving platter. 
Whether you are serving crudités 
or gourmet treats, it’s a fun and 
functional way to add a personal 
touch your guests will love.

NOTE: Do not place food 
directly on the chalkboard 
surface. We use small, 
decorative dishes or wax 
paper for food safety.  OHDiscover more DIY projects at 

ourhomes.ca/mag/createonline

PROJECT EMIL MAKKAR
PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG 

ChalkboardServingTray.indd   2 2018-01-31   12:14 PM

*Applies to selected window treatments from Budget Blinds. Restrictions may apply, ask for details. Valid for a limited time, not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. At 
participating franchises only. ©2018 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.  Each franchise independently owned and operated.

Want a fresh new look for spring? Call your local, neighborhood experts!

Call now for your free in-home consultation!

Blinds • Shutters • Shades • Drapes • Home Automation

We’re Budget Blinds, and we’re North 
America’s #1 provider of custom window 
coverings. We do it all for you; design, 
measure and install — because we think 
everyone, at every budget, deserves style, 
service, and the peace-of-mind of the best 
warranty in the business. 

Faux Wood Blinds

Save up to 15% 
on select window coverings*

Buy More, Save More

<000-000-0000>
<BudgetBlinds.com>

Buy More, Save More
25-50% Savings

on selected Signature Series Products

Burlington

905-484-3372

W W W. B U D G E T B L I N D S . C O M

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL 10% OFF YOUR ORDER.
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Growing food is one 
of the most popular 
forms of gardening 
practised today.

Given the ever increasing costs (and lack 
of nutritional content) of current grocery 
store produce, it makes sense. Growing food 
at home is actually pretty easy to do. For 
example, throwing a tomato plant or two in 
a sunny spot in your garden, and giving it an 
occasional watering, will likely produce a 
few fruits. But for your veggie garden to be 
truly successful in both health and bounty, a 
number of requirements must be met. 

PLACEMENT 
Food gardens need sunshine, but only 
about eight hours per day. East facing is 
ideal, followed by south and west. Veggie 
gardens need not be planted in rows if 
you prefer free-form arrangement. Add 
some inexpensive and edible flower 
seeds such as sunflower and nasturtium 

to punch up 
the colour. Be 
artistic as crops 
will change 
year to year 
so nothing is 
permanent. 

GROWING
with SUCCESS

STORY MELANIE REKOLA
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Continued on page 30

905.844.3530
217 Lakeshore Rd. E., Oakville

www.swissinteriors.com

Proudly Supporting Canadian Manufacturers
Four Floors of Furniture

12 THEODORE DRIVE, MISSISSAUGA, ON L5M 1E4
905-566-9072

INFO@THEGATTIGROUPCORP.COM
WWW.THEGATTIGROUPCORP.COM

From Design to Execution... contact us for a consultation

CUSTOM BUILDERS • RENOVATORS

416.526.7412
Oakville  Mississauga  Etobicoke  Burlington  Milton

www.turfndirt.ca + www.thegardengirls.ca
YOUR SUPERIOR LAWN & GARDEN CARE TEAM

CARE

GARDEN CARE

1

LAWN

“Teamwork divides the task and multiplies the successes”

EST
2006

CARE
EST 2014

Planning a  
wedding?

Expecting or  
had a baby?

Moving or new  
to the community?

Welcome
To The Neighbourhood!

ALL THE VISITS ARE FREE
NO OBLIGATION 

COMPLIMENTS OF LOCAL BUSINESSES

Bringing Local Community Information & Gifts
Welcome Wagon offers part-time career opportunities in your community.

Visit our website to register 
www.welcomewagon.ca
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CROP ROTATION 
Certain plants are heavy feeders while 
others actually increase soil health in the 
areas in which they grow. This makes 
crop rotation very beneficial to the 
home garden. For example, legumes fix 
nitrogen into the soil, so plant cabbage 
and cauliflower in an area where you 
previously grew beans and peas. Root 
crops don’t like very rich soil, so plant 
these in areas previously inhabited by 
demanding cabbage and cauliflowers. 

PERFECT COMPANIONS
Some plants have similar growing 
requirements and even grow better when 
planted together, making them natural 
allies. Other plants, like people, compete 
for resources. Many companion planting 
charts are available online so with a little 
research you’ll find out exactly which of 
your plants are friends or foes. 

THE HARVEST 
Every great chef knows each dish is only 
as good as its ingredients, so harvest your 
bounty at its optimum flavour. Sometimes 
you’ll have an abundance of one crop 
or have many crops that mature all at 
once. Don’t let those extras rot in place! 
Freezing and canning are easy and you 
may end up with enough delicious and 
nutritious preserves to last you until the 
following July. 

Most mass-grown fruits and vegetables 
are sprayed with dangerous herbicides and 
pesticides, planted in depleted soil and 
shipped an average of 2,500 kilometres before 
they reach the local grocery store. Even much 
of our livestock is given loads of antibiotics 
and an unhealthy diet that then trickles 
down to us when we consume them. Given 
the state of the average Canadian’s body fat 
level, coupled with mass vitamin and mineral 
deficiencies, our bodies are simultaneously 
both starving and storing fat! However, when 
the body is nourished at a cellular level, 
cravings disappear, natural energy is restored 
and many health problems retreat. Food is the 
original medicine so why not give a healthful, 
tasty organic veggie garden a try?  OH

SOIL
Just as it is with good 
relationships and sound 
construction practises, a 
successful vegetable garden is 
built upon a solid foundation – its 
soil! Healthy soil is composed of 
weathered rock, organic matter, 
water and air, yet it also contains 
the magical hidden element of 
beneficial organisms. Let’s take a 
closer look. 

Minerals: Roughly half of soil’s 
composition is made of bits of 
broken down weathered rock – 
the vital minerals necessary for 
healthy plants. The size of these 
particles determines the texture 
of soil. Large sand particles are 
found in sandy soil, medium 
particles in silty soil and small 
particles in clay-based soil. 

Organic Matter: These are the 
partially decomposed remains 
of plant life, soil organisms and 
all kinds of vegetative matter. 
Although organic matter makes 
up only five to 10 per cent of 
soil composition, it is essential 
to bind soil particles together, 
retain moisture, allow air flow and 
provide food for the all-important 
microorganisms. All soil types 
will improve with an increase 
in organic matter so add in 
compost, aged manure or seed a 
“cover crop” such as annual rye 
grass, then till it into the existing 
soil to decompose. 

Soil Life: Beneficial bacteria, 
fungi, nematodes and 
earthworms are just a few of the 
important creatures found in 
garden soil. These tiny beings 
are imperative to help convert 
the organic matter and minerals 
in soil into vitamins, hormones 
and nutrients plants need for 
optimum growth. Avoid sterilized 
commercial soils and composts, 
pesticides and herbicides. Add in 
worm compost, home compost 
or leaf mould to enhance your 
colonies instead. 

Melanie Rekola is a certified horticulturalist and 
landscape designer.

Get more in outdoors at ourhomes.ca/mag/outdooronline

GrowingWIthSuccess.indd   3 2018-03-12   1:17 PM

we love beautiful,
healthy trees.

The preservation of trees improves not only our
 quality of life, but also the lives of generations to come. 

Preserve trees - Improve life.

pruning  |  tree & shrub fertilization  |  organic plant health care  |

  dynamic support systems  |  insect & disease monitoring & treatment  |  

hazardous limb & tree removal  |  arborist reports for pre & post construction  | 

arborwood.ca
1.888.721.8882  |  905.681.9933

cerTified arborisTs

“Changing your house into a home”

25-2861 Sherwood Heights Drive
Oakville ON L6J 7K1

info@parsonsinteriors.com
www.parsonsinteriors.com

Visit Our Design & Decorating Showroom

Please Call For An Appointment
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STORY ANDREA LAUREN COX  |   PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

LEFT: Wall mouldings by Crown Cornice Mouldings 
& Millwork Inc. add dimension in the formal living 
room. TOP: Edward and Livia Drennan in their 
beautifully landscaped backyard. ABOVE: A pretty 
walkway creates a warm welcome.

Inside designer Livia Drennan’s light-filled Oakville home.

CLASSIC
EVER
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W“WE JUST SAW THE HOUSE AND I KNEW 
it was right,” says Livia Drennan, principal designer at 
Your Story by Design, adding that she was attracted to the home’s 
inviting warmth and welcoming spirit. “I just had this good feeling.”

Built in 1994, the two-storey home featured traditional styling 
with solid bones, good curb appeal and a lovely 16-foot formal living 
room. It also had an east-west orientation, which was on the couple’s 
nice-to-have list. 

In 2008, when the couple began sifting through home choices, 
they were living in Cambridge and commuting to work. “It was our 
dream to be closer to work and we really liked Oakville,” says Livia. 
She sits on the cream brocade sofa in her great room, with the sights 
of the backyard as the backdrop. The great room flows into a sunroom 
with floor-to-ceiling glass windows, a must-have on the renovation 
list, says Livia.  

Family is important to the couple, and the walls are laden with 
photo collages of children and grandchildren and memories of favourite 
travel destinations.

LEFT: Pretty and functional, the mudroom offers plenty of storage space. 
TOP: A custom desk is the centrepiece in Edward’s light-filled office area. 
ABOVE: A chair that Livia and Edward recovered in Meredith Heron fabric 
in the great room has the beautiful backyard as a backdrop. OPPOSITE: 
The sunroom addition gives the dining space a beautiful year-round view.

Continued on page 36
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Edward is seated across from her in a chair Livia recovered with 
Meredith Heron fabric in a classic floral. She did it by herself with a 
little help from Edward, who enjoys helping with the designs Livia 
dreams up. “This is my favourite room. It’s inspirational,” he says. His 
other favourite space is his office, which was once the two-storey living 
room. Natural light is softened by Roman shades from Q Design, and 
creates a perfect backdrop to get work done. The décor throughout is 
classic and elegant, creating a cosy space with calming, neutral colours. 
Most of the lighting throughout is from Lighting Centre. It’s a place 
that allows the visual charm and vibrant colours of the outside to 
take centre stage.

In 2011 Livia began her studies to become a designer, earning her 
diploma in 2013 – all spurred on by dipping her toes into the world of 
design with the renovation of the Oakville home.

She now has a second career as a designer and can barely keep up 
with the demand. Her blogs are attracting clicks by the thousands, and 
photos of her designs on Houzz.com are snapping up the likes. 

Certainly the initial home was dated and in need of a design 
overhaul. “It was really matchy-matchy – pink walls with pink carpets 
in one room, blue walls with blue carpets in another and it had this 
bright pink front door and matching garage doors,” says Livia.

Continued on page 38

RIGHT: Warm wood is timeless in the kitchen, 
and the geometric island fills the space with 
function. BELOW: Livia incorporates vibrant 
colours and hints of glamour with mixed 
metals. OPPOSITE: The piano room is a 
tranquil place to relax with a book or a drink 
or to enjoy making music.
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But her inherent design acumen allowed 
her to see beyond all of that and focus on 
the home’s enormous potential. “As soon as 
I walked into the home, I saw in my mind 
walls coming down to create this open 
concept,” says Livia.

The couple opened up the kitchen and 
entryway, allowing all of the rooms to “talk 
to one another,” a characteristic that Livia 
holds top-of-mind when designing. Livia 
redesigned kitchen with cabinetry and granite 
from Oakville Kitchen & Bath Centre 
and added an eight-foot geometric island and 
soft pendant lighting. The pièce de résistance, 
however, has to be the 200 sq. ft. sunroom 
addition that extends from the family room, 
carving out a spacious glassed-in great room.

Livia’s décor choices are consistent with 
the traditional style of the elegant intimacy 
of the home. For the walls she chose a classic 
linen, a colour she says is the perfect neutral, 
especially when paired with the hardwood 

ABOVE: Graphic blue wallpaper 
adds verve to the powder room. 
RIGHT: A bronze 19th century 
statue from France belonging 
to Edward’s great grandparents 
now graces their foyer.

Livia’s home office is a vibrant space, 
allowing her creative energy to flow.

Continued on page 40

599 Third Line   |   Oakville, Ontario    |   905-827-4611   |   www.oakvillekitchencentre.com

9 0 5 . 6 3 3 . 8 3 7 0
730 Guelph Line, Unit 1, Burlington

Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm
Saturday 9am to 5pm
After Hours & Sunday: By Appointment
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TOP LEFT: A lovely laundry room 
makes the chore of washing and 
folding easy. ABOVE: The vibrant 
blue of the guest room ties into the 
colours used throughout the home. 
LEFT: A smaller space is treated with 
a high dose of style.

floors and the strong character elements 
throughout the space. She’s introduced 
wall and ceiling details like fluted crown 
mouldings, wainscotting and old-world 
picture panels, all thoughtfully etched and 
woven together to paint a calm and tranquil 
backdrop for the couple.

Peppered throughout are treasures passed 
down through the generations. An oil painting 
of northern Ontario by Edward’s aunt hangs 
proudly in the front hallway, while a bronze 
statue sculpted in 19th century France 
commands prominence on the curl of the 
bannister colonnade, a welcoming muse.

“It belonged to my great grandparents,” 
shares Edward. “I was mesmerized by it as 
a young child and wanted to install it in the 
same place they had.” 

As for Livia, she recalls life growing 
up in Romania – she moved to Canada 20 
years ago, with her son, who at the time 
was a preschooler. “We always had so much 
colour in our homes in Romania, much more 
so than in Canada, and I remember having 
beautiful Persian carpets,” she says. Two 
vibrant Persian carpets, one in the master 
bedroom and the other in the piano room, now 
adorn her own space. Continued on page 42

Mississauga Home and Design Centre • 2575 Dundas St. W., Mississauga • 905.569.9898 • www.rawhideint.com

CUSTOM MADE
IN CANADA

BUY ONE PIECE GET SECOND PIECE 50% OFF!
CUSTOM LEATHER & FABRIC FURNITURE • SECTIONALS & SOFAS 

MADE TO FIT EVERY ROOM 

As a Designer 
Studio, Retail Store 
and a Construction 
Company ALL IN 
ONE, we possess 
a great ability to 
meet the needs of 
contemporary and 
classical architecture 
trend, proposing 
some truly innovative 
solutions to OUR 
CLIENTS. Not your 
cookie cutter kind 
of business.

6649 Regional Road 25, Milton, ON L9T 9G5
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705.351.2114 • theblindspot.ca • andrew@theblindspot.ca

Offering a wide selection of the finest blinds, shutters and  
shades from a variety of designer brands, custom-made in  

Canada, to suit your home and your budget!  
Serving the Collingwood, Wasaga Beach, Barrie,  

Halton Region and Mississauga areas.
  

Book your free in-home design consultation & estimate today!

Beautiful window treatments
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The home is infused with pops of vibrant 
yellow, starting with Livia’s upstairs office. 
“I like bits of yellow in my life,” she says. “It 
makes me feel happy. And slowly but surely I 
have included it as an accent in almost every 
room of the house.” 

When seeking out unique pieces and 
inspiration for her home, Livia says she looks 
“absolutely everywhere” from Restoration 
Hardware to antique shops, where she has 
found treasures just waiting to be reworked, 
reupholstered or refinished.

Over the years, she has watched her vision 
knit slowly and lovingly to fruition. “It’s an 
ongoing work in progress, but one that has 
come nicely to life,” she says.  OH

FAR LEFT: Built-ins make good use of a smaller 
closet footprint and maximize the space. LEFT: A 
punch of colour dresses up the fresh white canvas 
of the bathroom. BELOW: The master bedroom 
blends warm woods with interesting details like wall 
mouldings for a beautiful retreat. 

Mon-Fri 11-7 • Saturday - Improve Canada Vaughan Showroom Only • Sunday by Appointment • We Welcome After Hour Appointments

905.569.7088 • www.heartyfurniture.com • 2575 Dundas St. W., Mississauga

SOLID MAPLE WOOD BEDROOM

RUSTIC DINING ROOM SET CLASSIC CONTEMPORY DINING ROOM

CONDO BED WITH OPTION 6 DRAWER

CUSTOM DESIGNED CABINET

RUSTIC CUSTOM MADE WALL UNIT

Specializing in Custom Designs, Builds and Canadian Solid Wood Furniture Since 1981
HEARTY FURNITURE

LIVIA DRENNAN | INTERIOR DESIGN offers a variety of services, from room re-design, 
decorating and colour consulting, to entire home design. A member of the Decorators 
& Designers Association of Canada and a True Colour Expert™, Livia takes pride in 
creating amazing spaces that WOW, by designing the best possible harmonious use of 
space for people to enjoy. Authenticity, beauty and trust are words she stands by.

42  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 8

feature



Often located adjacent to the garage, the 
mudroom can become the primary entrance in 
many homes and is a high-traffic area. It’s the 
last place you see when you head out for the day 
and the first space that greets you when you 
return (and perhaps the first space guests will 
see as well). Therefore, the mudroom should 
be designed with the utmost utility in mind 
to meet the specific needs and requirements 
of your household. Walking in and out of a 
tidy, organized and functional space creates a 
welcoming and comforting environment that 
can help calm your nerves and reduce stress.

Whether you’re redesigning your current 
space or starting from scratch, here are some 
considerations when designing a mudroom: 

MATERIALS
As the name suggests, the space should 
be designed with durable materials and 
finishes that can withstand the dirt, mud 
and snow. A non-porous hard floor surface, 
such as porcelain or luxury vinyl tile, is easy 
to mop and requires minimal maintenance. 
Just avoid light-coloured grout. 

Consider hard-wearing wall finishes (the 
matte paint trend is not suitable for the 
mudroom). Wall tile, wood panelling 
and many wallcoverings are resilient and 
easy to wipe. 

Be mindful of uneven surfaces and heavy 
textures where dust and dirt can settle 
and become difficult to clean.

Radiant floor heat is worth the investment in 
the mudroom as it helps to keep the space 
warm and dry in the cool, damp months and 
is a welcome treat for cold toes.

Mudrooms are multifunctional spaces. In addition to 
storing a household’s shoes, boots, coats, mitts, hats, 
umbrellas, purses, backpacks, keys and sports gear, 
it is frequently also the mail drop, home to the family 
calendar, pantry, housekeeping or laundry space, and 
often the spot for a family pet’s crate, food and litter. 
It truly is a hard-working space! 

The kitchen might be the hardest 
working space in the house, but the 
mudroom comes in a close second. So 
it’s no surprise that mudroom design 
is receiving more attention and the 
room itself more square footage than 
ever before. 

the MIGHTY
MUDROOM

STORY TAMARISK MCNALTY STEPHENS

This durable, washable, scrubbable 
rug is perfect for high-traffic areas.

Durable paint in a darker 
colour wil l help keep painted 
surfaces looking great longer.

1

2
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5

4

MightyMudroom.indd   2 2018-02-07   3:55 PM

Continued on page 46

crescent hill gallery Open Daily.
2575 Dundas Street West

Mississauga, Ontario
Toll Free: 1.866.288.6088
www.crescenthill.com

Original Fine Art - Framing - At Home & Office Consultations
 Professional Installation - Worldwide Delivery

Spring Group Show
Saturday, March 24th, 6-9pm

Opening Night with over 15 artists in attendance. 

On through April

NordalBraulKirkland

BinghamEventov

Hawkins

Hawksley

Domina Gurevich
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STORAGE
Consider where shoes, boots, coats 
and mitts will be stored both in 
season and off season. Do you prefer 
visible hooks for coats and open 
cubbies for boots or do you prefer 
them hidden behind closed doors? 
Incorporating a bench or form of 
seating is helpful for people of all 
ages when it comes to footwear. 

Individual storage cubbies have 
become popular and their ease 
of access allows everyone to be 
responsible for placing their stuff in 
its designated location. 

A combination of open and closed 
storage helps minimize visual clutter 
while providing an opportunity to 
express your individual style through 
cabinetry, hooks, hardware, bins and 
baskets.  

EXTRAS
If you’re an active individual or 
household, be sure to designate space to 
accommodate the gear for various sports 
and outdoor activities.

Avid gardeners can incorporate sufficient 
counter space to pot, prune and care for 
plants and start spring vegetables. A small, 
deep, wash-up sink can be handy to rinse 
fresh garden produce and to clean hard-
working hands straight from the shop or barn.

Do you struggle with 
muddy paws after walks 
with your dog? Pet showers 
are becoming a more 
popular request when 
sufficient space is available. 
They help contain the mess 
so it doesn’t get tracked 
throughout your home, and 
can also be handy to fill the 
mop bucket or rinse boots. 

A docking station for mobile phones can 
be a great addition to the space as more 
people try to successfully balance the 
demands of work and home life. The idea 
is to leave your phone in a specific location 
instead of continually by your side, which 
can allow you to be less distracted and 
more focused on the present moment.

Be sure to consider the vantage point from 
adjoining spaces and decide what you don’t 
mind on display and what you’d prefer 
hidden from view. Pocket or barn-style 
doors are a good option that don’t take up 
valuable floor space like a door swing.

Although functionality and practicality are 
the focus of the mudroom, it is also another 
space where you can express your unique style 
and design sensibility. Be creative and have 
fun with it!   OH
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1. BENJAMIN MOORE: Aura Paint in Sharkskin 2139-30  
2. BRITISH CERAMIC TILE: Definitions Zig Zag Wall Tile  
3. SCHLUTER SYSTEMS: Ditra-Heat Floor Warming System  
4. DASH & ALBERT: Cameroon Indoor/Outdoor Rug  5. FLOOR 
CARE CARPETS: Boot Scraper Mat  6. CRATE & BARREL: Aspect 
Walnut Sliding Door Bench with Cushion  7. INDIGO: Umbra 
Leanera Coat and Shoe Rack  8. INDIGO: Charcoal Felt Basket – 
Large  9. INDIGO: Click & Grow Smart Garden with 3 Basil Plants  
10. DELTA: Trinsic Single Handle Pull-Down Bar/Prep Faucet in 
Matte Black  11. BLANCO: Quatrus R15 Laundry Sink  12. PINE 
CONE HILL: Trimaran Stripe Graphite/Ivory Indoor Outdoor Wouf  
13. POTTERY BARN: Cambria Pet Bowl & Stand

MightyMudroom.indd   3 2018-02-07   3:56 PM

Factory Direct
Spring Savings Event

*Some conditions apply. Contact us for details.

We’re off ering added savings on top of our 
factory pricing. SAVE UP TO 25%* on a quality  
Lifestyle™ sunroom or on lifetime metal roofi ng 
shingles. Use promo code SPRING18.

We’re Ontario’s leading manufacturer 
and installer of custom-built sunrooms. 
We also supply and install the best in 
lifetime metal roofi ng.

L I F E T I M E

SUNROOMS
AND METAL ROOFING

Visit our website to enter for a chance to 
win a $25,000 Home Reno!

LifestyleHomeProducts.ca/oh-offer
Contact us today for your free, no obligation estimate: 1-800-465-0593

LHP_OurHomes_Barrie_Feb2018_v4.indd   1 2018-02-14   1:40 PM
LHP_BARRIE_SP18.indd   1 2018-02-14   2:31 PM
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installation, the professionals at Eden  

Tile-It have been helping customers make 

the right flooring decisions for 25 years. 

THE STYLE: The large showrooms house 

impressive inventory and offer plenty of 

options, from tile and stone to hardwood, 

carpet, laminate, luxury vinyl and a fully 

stocked line of Schluter System products. 

Design savvy sales staff are experts in 

the flooring industry and often help a 

project come together by understanding 

a customer’s vision before helping them 

select the perfect flooring choice.

WHAT’S ON-TREND: With plenty of 

beautiful options on the market, Gauthier-

Little says clients are starting to experiment 

with pattern to add an eye-catching focal 

point with colour and dimension. “Tiles 

in unique patterns with bright colours or 

funky shapes, hardwood and luxury vinyl 

in herringbone – it’s all about creativity 

and individuality right now with these hard 

surfaces,” she says. “With clean lines and 

less visual interruption, large format tiles 

are also in demand. Seamless showers, 

fireplaces and backsplashes are all the 

rage. No grout joints, no lines, just a clean, 

simple, timeless visual appeal.”

FAVOURITES: Gauthier-Little loves 

luxury vinyl for its easy installation and 

maintenance. “I have two small boys and 

require a floor that can withstand the hockey 

sticks or spilled food, and for me, luxury 

vinyl is basically life-proof,” she explains. 

“I am running it throughout my basement 

because all you have to do is throw it down 

and stop worrying about it. It looks like 

hardwood once it’s down. It’s warm to the 

touch and is super easy to wipe up spills.”

WHERE:  

4060 Fairview St., Burlington | 905.632.8066  

3727 Hwy. 6, Mount Hope | 905.679.5669 

tileit.ca  OH

THE PLACE: In 1993, Bill Gauthier 

purchased Eden Tile-It as a cash-and-carry 

retail store and installation department. 

The small family-run business has grown 

to two locations in Burlington and Mount 

Hope, with a third set to open soon in the 

Oakville-Burlington area. After many years 

of working alongside her dad, daughter 

Natasha Gauthier-Little now helps run 

the family business as they continue to 

expand. “We have grown to become 

the destination for selection and service 

when it comes to all aspects of flooring,” 

says Gauthier-Little. From selection to 

Sales staff are experts 
in the flooring industry 
and often help a 
project come together 
by understanding a 
customer’s vision before 
helping them select the 
perfect flooring choice.

GARDEN OF EDEN
STORY GINA MAKKAR | PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

Eden Tile-It staff members:  
Harout Bouladian, David Gauthier, Jennifer 
Smitas & Natasha Gauthier-Little

The reference library is a great space to  
meet with clients and go over design ideas.

ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 8   |  4948  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 8

spotlight



2018



Some surveys suggest up to 85 per cent of Canadians 
intend to live at home for as long as possible. But 
more than one in three haven’t seriously considered 
measures to make life at home easier and safer.

Thinking ahead is essential, says Heather Mahon, 
who owns and operates Heather’s Home Healthcare, a 
medical equipment and supplies store that promotes 
independent living. “Today we can be really, really 
healthy and tomorrow that can change.” 

The earlier Canadians start planning, the more 
prepared they’ll be to handle changes in their health 
and mobility, Service Canada advises. That planning 
should include current and future costs of staying at 
home, proximity to friends and family, transportation, 
and assessing safety risks at home. The agency has a 
wealth of information about aging in place.   

aging 
in place

home
 safety

low maintenance

SAFETY MEASURES
Homeowners can make simple 
improvements themselves, such as 
installing grab bars in the shower, bath area 
and around the toilet, says Mahon. “If you’re 
going to replace furniture, my suggestion is 
to go to a lift chair.” Push-button controls 
on an electrically-powered recliner are 
easier to use than manually-operated 
handles that require strength and dexterity.

MAINTENANCE
John Ritchie of Ritchie Renovations 
suggests making the home as 
maintenance-free as possible. He says 
windows and doors that need paint 
every year or every other year should 
be replaced, if homeowners have room 
in their budget. Vinyl or fibreglass 
windows need little maintenance. Some 
manufacturers offer windows that clean 
themselves with glass coatings that 
react with sunlight to break down dirt 
and grime that’s washed away by rain. 
“The more maintenance-free they can 
make their house, the better off they are,” 
Ritchie says.

Anyone heating a home with only 
wood should get a furnace, Ritchie 
recommends. “Get a source of heat other 
than wood because it’s a lot of work.” 

When it comes to interior renovations, 
an occupational therapist can provide 
detailed advice tailored to individual needs.

BATHROOMS
For Mahon, it’s bathrooms that require 
the most attention. “Your biggest bugaboo 
is the bathroom,” she warns. With many 
hard surfaces and edges that get slippery 
when wet, bathrooms can be a painful 
place for a fall. Grab bars and shower seats 
are key to safety. An unobstructed area, 
at least five feet in diameter, is needed for 
manoeuvring a wheelchair or walker in 
the bathroom. Motorized wheelchairs or 
scooters need more room. “Think about 
access,” Mahon advises. “If I have to go in 
with a walker am I able to turn around?”

Curbless showers are terrific, 
she says. Although some people like 
to soak in a tub, as they age they’re 
susceptible to what Mahon calls “beached 
whale syndrome.” 

“One day you’re going to get caught in 
that tub and you’re not going to be able 
to get out because either your arms aren’t 

strong enough or you can’t get yourself 
turned around.” When replacing a tub, she 
recommends a low-profile tub, no higher 
than 21 inches. “If you’re doing flooring, 
put in a heated floor and get rid of scatter 
mats, they’re a tripping hazard. As you age, 
you don’t want those in there,” she says.

The Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation provides detailed 
recommendations for renovations or 
new construction to make nearly every 
room of the house safe, accessible and 
comfortable. It offers suggestions for 
kitchens, appliances, living rooms, 
exterior decks, gardens and landscaping.

Revenue Canada allows homeowners 
age 65 or older and those with disabilities to 
claim up to $10,000 for renovation expenses 
that make their homes accessible and safer.

In addition to accessibility, people who 
want to grow old at home should consider 
day-to-day maintenance, such as snow 
removal and year-to-year maintenance, says 
Leah Kane, a sales person with RE/MAX 
North Country Realty Inc. “Will the furnace 
need to be replaced in the next little while? 
Those big ticket items need to be done. 
Budget for those big ticket items,” she urges.

DOWNSIZING
Some people are selling their family 
homes in large urban areas, where homes 
fetch high prices, and are moving to 
smaller communities where housing is 
less expensive. “That is a big chunk of 
our business,” says Kane. “We see people 
migrating north because this is the 
lifestyle they’ve been envisioning for a 
long time. When they come up here, it’s 
much more affordable.”

One-floor living, with comfortable 
living arrangements, master bedroom and 
ground-floor laundry, is ideal, she says. “If 
people are transitioning from a large home 
into a smaller home, the benefits to doing 
that is their taxes will be lower. Their 
heating costs will be lower,” Kane says. 
“If you need to replace a roof over a 1,000 
sq. ft. home versus a 1,700 sq. ft. foot home 
with a second storey, it’s going to be less 
expensive. A smaller bungalow is going to 
be much more affordable.” 

Financially, the longer people can live 
in their own homes, the better, she says.  OH

HOME
FOR THE
AGES

STORY WALTER FRANCZYK
ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

For more information about aging at 
home visit ourhomes.ca/mag/agingonline

Although most Canadians plan to 
grow old at home, many have given 
little thought to what’s needed to 
actually age in their homes.

HomeForTheAges.indd   2 2018-02-02   11:30 AM
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STORY 
JOYCE TURNER GIONET
PHOTOGRAPHY 
SANDY MACKAY

Why pack the car, 
round up the kids 
and fight Friday night 
traffic on Ontario’s 
highways when a 
blue water paradise 
is waiting at home? 
Enjoy two completely 
different takes on 
landscape design.

LE JARDIN À LA FRANÇAISE
“We were looking for a backyard retreat 
that we could enjoy at night as well as 
during the day and we wanted the design 
to complement our home’s French-
inspired architecture,” says homeowner 
Liane Enns. “Working with the team at 
ProScape Land Design Inc. was a great 
experience. They created an inviting, 
secluded space that we use far more 
than we thought we would for relaxing 
and entertaining family and friends,” 
says Enns. The design recently won a 

Landscape Ontario Award of Excellence in 
the residential construction category.

As the French might say, ProScape’s 
design is completely au fait. A thoroughly 
modern take on the formal symmetrical 
garden known as le jardin à la française. 
It combines symmetry, connecting paths, 
formal planting beds, stone walls, copper 
fire pits, clipped hedges and water features. 
To match the home’s exterior, the hardscape 
combines Indiana limestone and sandstone. 

summer spacesSERENE

LEFT: Like a secret garden, a 
wrought iron gate surrounded 
by lush greenery opens to 
the backyard oasis. BELOW: 
The pergola offers shade 
and privacy. OPPOSITE: 
Many zones for relaxing 
and entertaining give the 
backyard a resort-like feel.

Continued on page 56

Firebowls add warmth and drama.
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No French garden worth its salt would 
be without a backdrop of greenery. 
Groupings of tall deciduous and 
evergreen trees soldier the property, 
offering privacy from the road and the 
neighbours. Low boxwoods outline the 
pergola, its latticework entwined with 
leafy vines. Tom Henderson, owner 

of ProScape, says they created the 
space using varying shades of green, 
interspersed with pops of colour, like the 
planting of ever-blooming hydrangeas.  

In typical old French style, the backyard 
is designed as a series of outdoor rooms 
connected with stone steps and pathways. 

The French liked to be able to view their 
gardens from a raised terrace. Here, 
the covered porch delivers a wonderful 
view across the backyard. Liane and 
Gary opted for a wood-burning fireplace 
instead of gas, and enjoy the heady scent 
of wood smoke on cold evenings. 

TOP: Vibrant pops of colour in the cushions 
mirror the blues and greens of the natural 
environment. LEFT: Sculpted gardens add 
colour and dimension. ABOVE: Water 
cascades softly into the pool from copper 
water scuppers.

Continued on page 58

 3390 — #108 South Service Rd., Burlington  |  905-634-2233  |  www.barnardspeziale.com

What makes a 
home fabulous?

You!
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In the pool area, a stone wall 
is flanked with hammered-
copper gas fire bowls on stone 
pedestals. It’s an elegant, 
upscale design, particularly 
at night when the fire bowls 
light the area. Along the rear 
wall, copper water scuppers 
spill soft sheets of water 
into the pool.

The custom pergola is crafted 
from Douglas fir and accented 
with heavy brass hardware. 
Resin furniture is cushioned in 
shades of blue, echoing the 
keynotes of the sparkling blue 
pool, and a gas fire pit adds a 
warmth to cooler evenings. 

ProScape collaborated with 
Gib-San Pools on the gunite 
pool. Unlike fibreglass pools, 
gunite is built on site, in almost 
any shape and doesn’t require 

a liner. Gunite is a steel rod 
framework over-sprayed with 
a mix of sand and cement. 
Wondering how the pool got 
its iridescent blue colour? The 
secret is the Pebble Tec finish. 

From pool maintenance 
to the water features, 
lighting and music, the 
yard is fully automated and 
controlled by an app on the 
homeowner’s phone.

Although still a relatively new 
build, the softscape is already 
weaving its magic, softening 
stone walls and paths, adding 
character to structures and 
making intimate areas a touch 
more intimate. Like a fine 
Bordeaux, this French-inspired 
outdoor space will only get 
better with age.  OH

Continued on page 60

The pergola adds height and structure to the softer 
lines of the landscape. ABOVE: The terrace with its 
wood-burning fire allows the family to enjoy their 
outdoor space in cooler months.
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A TOUCH OF PARADISE
Of all the beautiful features and focal 
points in this stunning south Mississauga 
backyard, bringing a client’s vision of a 
fully automated backyard retreat to life 
is what really excites Brandon Cook. 
His team at Pool Doctors is behind the 
design of this summer oasis. “The clients 
have complete control over pool and spa 

functionality from a Hayward OmniLogic 
app on their phone or computer,” he 
says. They can monitor and adjust water 
temperatures, activate the infinity edge 
spa and control landscape lighting from a 
simple, user friendly interface. Even when 
the family travels, they can check in on 
their slice of paradise back home.

The narrow shape of the property posed 
challenges, but homeowners Matthew 
and Shari Wing are thrilled with the 
outcome. “We wanted an original 
design that would make the most of the 
space,” says Shari. A pie-shaped lot on 
a cul-de sac, the width shrinks as the 
property gets further from the house. 

With an overwhelming array of pool styles 
available, they chose an irregular shape 
custom-designed by Pool Doctors to fit 
the property. “Our biggest surprise is how 
the narrowest part of the property turned 
out,” Shari says. “Brandon’s team created 
a lounging area with landscaped garden 

and a granite-top gas fire pit. The design 
actually exceeded our expectations. It’s 
made the space a really relaxing place 
to unwind in the evenings. Our backyard 
now has all the amenities needed for an 
oasis, without leaving the city, much like 
being at the cottage.” 

“We wanted an original design that would make the most of the space.” 

LEFT: Daughter Olivia and family fur baby Schneider 
soak up the sun on lazy summer days. BELOW: A 
Muskoka-style patio off the house provides a shady 
place for dining. BOTTOM: The softscape adds 
dimension and colour, and was designed with low 
maintenance in mind.

A seating area with a fire table 
makes great use of the narrow 
back portion of the property.

Continued on page 62
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Designed right, the property 
had plenty of room for 
a large pool and several 
entertaining and relaxing 
zones. TOP LEFT: Thoughtful 
plantings and water features 
give this backyard space 
serenity. TOP RIGHT: A rain 
shower cascades into the hot 
tub and lights up at night.

The four-season spa is located close to the house, so the Wing 
family can use it even when the snow falls. The steps into the 
pool and the hot tub bench seating are padded for maximum 
comfort, and step treads are textured for a non-slip surface. 

One of the elements that gives this backyard its resort feel 
is the vinyl pool’s infinity edge. Five sheer-descent waterfalls 
deliver wide, clear arcs of water that extend from a modern, 
natural-stone capped water feature that runs the length of the 
pool. Colour changing LED bubblers produce water plumes 
that extend 18 inches above the water surface. A large rain 
shower designed and installed by Jon De Vera, Pool Doctors’ 
head installation manager, is positioned high over the spa for a 
sparkling, moving water accent by day and a dramatic changing 
LED light show at night. Continued on page 64

BEAUTIFUL POOLS SPAS & LANDSCAPING
Our design versat i l i ty – and f lexibi l i ty – wi l l  ensure your vis ion is  perfect ly captured.

905.632.6600
info@pooldoctors.ca | pooldoctors.ca

3084 Harrison Court, Burlington

DESIGN • BUILD • LANDSCAPE 
POOL OPENINGS / CLOSINGS

REPAIRS/UPGRADES

Hi,
Welcome to Iron Embers.
 
We design and create custom outdoor fire 
pits for your backyard and patio.
What you see right here is our 6’ Pyramid, 
weighing in at nearly 300 lbs.
We make lots of other designs in varying 
sizes, some with cooking accessories.

Check us out online or give us a shout at 
888.575.4766 to find a dealer near you.

Cheers,
the Iron Embers team.

62  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 8

backyard tour



The time to enjoy outdoor spaces is 
short in Ontario, so time-consuming 
maintenance didn’t appeal to Matthew 
and Shari, particularly with young children. 
“We didn’t want a concrete jungle, so we 
kept some grass at the back, separating 
the pool area from the lounge area,” 
says Shari. The hardscape on the patio 
is armour stone, and the coping on pool 
sides is a combination of staggered 
natural stone and black-and-white 
granite. Low-maintenance grasses spill 
onto the walkway, softening hard edges. 
Shiny black river rock in the lounge area 
conceals a clever hydroponic irrigation 
system that allows plants to thrive without 
the traditional weekly watering. Each 
plant, including the large Japanese 
maples, has its own dripline irrigation.  

Achieving order and symmetry isn’t easy 
when working with an irregular-shaped 
yard. But in this case, soft and hardscapes 
deliver a modern zen-like aesthetic that 
gives Matthew and Shari exactly what they 
wanted – a backyard oasis that is low on 
maintenance and high on pleasure.  OH

ABOVE: Shari and Olivia can spend quality 
time on hot summer days. TOP RIGHT: A 
cabana-style area is well-situated by the pool. 
RIGHT: Schneider loves pool-side relaxing with 
the rest of the family.

NOW OPEN IN MISSISSAUGA AT 220 QUEEN STREET SOUTH, IN THE HEART OF STREETSVILLE

WWW.CCHARM.COM

Bring the natural beauty 
OF THE GREAT OUTDOORS  

INTO YOUR HOME.
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ULTRA
 VIOLET

PANTONE’S 
COLOUR OF 2018
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1. BENJAMIN MOORE: Paint in Mystical Grape (2071-30), Your Majesty (1400) & Gentle Violet (2071-20)  
2. YORK WALLCOVERINGS: Aquarella (ST6025) Wallpaper from the Stacy Garcia Paper Muse Collection  
3. DIMOND LIGHTING: Wayfarer Table Lamp in Purple  4. AREAWARE: Cubebot in Violet  5. DYSON: 
Supersoncic Hair Dryer in Black/Purple  6. BERNHARDT: Alana Chair  7. RENWIL: Seychelle Mosaic Mirror  
8. RENWIL: Feather Wall Décor  9. WATERFORD: W Heather Tumbler  10. INNIT DESIGNS: Acapulco Chair 
in Purple  11. KARTELL: Tip Top Side Table in Purple  12. GROSCHE: BASEL Small French Press in Purple  
13. DYSON: Dyson Ball Animal 2 Vacuum  14. JAIPUR LIVING: Chroma TX Rug in Creamy White & Gentle 
Violet  15. CALLIGARIS: Connor Felt Basket in Violet  16. ZUO MODERN: Hyper Dining Chair in Purple  
17. SURYA: Cotton Velvet Pillow in Violet  18. EASTERN ACCENTS: Celerie Kemble Purple Poppy Hand-
Painted Pillow  19. SURYA: Fargo Pouf in Violet  OH

Pantone2108UltraViolet.indd   DPS 2018-01-10   4:34 PM
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JENNIFER SMITH
Organized Transitions

What does Organized Transitions 
offer? Our professional organizing 
service specializes in downsizing, 
estate clear outs, online auctions and 
move management. Whether you need 
help with sorting, organizing, packing/
unpacking and new home set up, or 
simply clearing out an estate and selling 
unwanted items, we can help. 

Why use a professional service? For 
most people, just the thought of moving 
is overwhelming, never mind the details 
of planning a move or downsize. We 
do this every day, and our years of 
expertise and our proactive approach 
enables us to offer seamless transitions 
to our clients. 

What’s your approach? We take 
a compassionate approach with 
each family, as we understand it’s an 
overwhelming and emotional time for 
everyone involved. Every situation is 
unique, so we develop a customized 
plan that suits our clients’ needs and 
budget. Once a plan is in place, we take 
care of the rest to make your downsize, 
move or clear out simple. 

SEAMLESS 
TRANSITIONS

NEW HOME,
NEW DESIGN OR
NEW PAINT, OUR PROS
CAN HELP MAKE THE
TRANSITION FROM
OLD TO NEW.

PHOTOGRAPHY 
JASON HARTOG

Continued on page 70

Tell us about your store: Located at the corner 
of Appleby Line and Fairview Street, NEO 1 Paint 
& Decor is a one-stop shop for your home décor 
needs – from premium Benjamin Moore paint 
to wallpaper and blinds. We pride ourselves on 
providing our customers with excellent service, 
whether it’s through in-home colour and design 
consults or providing expert advice about our 
various products and services. 

What is the first step toward great design? 
Developing a plan and effective communication 
are critical to the design process. A clear idea, 
understanding your clients’ needs and expectations 

to make sure the end result is superb. Michelle 
Adams, our designer, has over two decades of 
experience, consistently providing excellent 
results for clients.   

How do you work with clients to help 
achieve their vision? We like to ask clients 
as many questions as possible about their style, 
their current lighting and find out what pieces of 
furniture are staying or going to ensure we capture 
and enhance their overall look. Working with 
our clients, we use imagery from magazines and 
websites to help achieve their dream space.

MICHELLE 
ADAMS
IN-HOME DESIGN 
CONSULTANT 
Neo 1 Paint & Decor
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SAMANTHA 
COPPOLINO & 
TRISHA ROSS
Trisha Ross Interiors 

What does Trisha Ross Interiors offer 
clients? We provide full interior design 
services, from full renovations to updates, 
furnishings and décor. In partnership with 
General Contracting by The Bradburn 
Group, we engage primarily in residential 
renovations, ranging from main floor 
makeovers, new kitchens, new bathrooms, 
open-concept construction, room 
additions, flooring and more.

How do you approach each new 
project? Each new project is custom 
quoted. We consider the characteristics 
of each home, and ensure the personal 
aesthetic and unique style of each 
homeowner is reflected in the design of the 
home. The process starts with a concept 
board, and then builds out into drawings, 
finishes and custom touches. As a design 
team, we work with the construction 
project manager to achieve beautiful results 
on time and as set forth in the approved 
design concept.

What advice do you have for clients? 
Make a list of your “must haves” and 
your desired outcomes before you start a 
renovation or redesign project. This list will 
keep you from straying too far from your 
objectives during the renovation. Have a 
clear budget and consult with a designer 
and contractor in the planning stages to 
better prepare for a successful renovation.

Continued on page 72

STRATFORD
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ourhomes.ca/oakville

GET OUTDOOR READY

VIBRANT VIOLET+

SUNROOM
ADDITION

Stylish

INSPIRING

BACKYARD 

PROJECTS2

HOMEMOVING BACK

PLAN A 

RENO
per fect

GROW A  

BEAUTIFUL GARDEN

Featuring Home Tours, Style Ideas, Recipes & DIYs, 
OUR HOMES helps you find exactly what you need 

for your home and it’s just around the corner!

SUBSCRIBE

OUR HOMES publishes 14 regional magazines 
quarterly in the following LOCAL markets:

• Barrie/Orillia/Midland • Grey Bruce • Hamilton • London • Muskoka  
• Niagara • Oakville/Burlington/Mississauga • Ottawa • Peterborough  

• Southern Georgian Bay • Toronto & York Region • Region of Waterloo 
• Wellington County/Orangeville/Caledon • Windsor

Now receive OUR HOMES  
premium local magazines 
directly in your mailbox! 

*$2655
+HST

4 ISSUES PER YEAR

1-YEAR RATE PER REGION
*US subscribers add $10.00 CDN*Foreign subscribers     add $30.00 CDN

CHOOSE YOUR REGION(S) & SUBSCRIBE TODAY:
subscribe@ourhomes.ca | 705.445.5065 x200

celebrating life at home
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JASON FABBIAN
OWNER & PRESIDENT 
Gemini Homes, Guelph 

Tell us about your vision for the Biltmore 
Factory Towns project in Guelph: As a 
local Guelph builder, Gemini Homes wanted 
to ensure the Biltmore Towns offer buyers 
a unique and sustainable living option 
close to the downtown core. The classic 
brick architecture visible throughout the 
downtown core inspired the unique design 
of the Biltmore Towns. They feature all the 
modern conveniences of 2018, with the style 
and character of a historic retrofit factory. The 
Biltmore Towns have been designed to Net 
Zero Ready standards. Using these building 
practices and specifications, Gemini will 
offer homeowners a more comfortable living 
experience while giving them the opportunity 
to reduce their carbon footprint. 

Tell us about your partners: Gemini Homes 
is partnered with the Holmes Approved 
Homes program. These quality assurance 
inspections, along with the Net Zero Ready 
program, ensure that the Biltmore Towns will 
be constructed to far surpass building code 
and Tarion guidelines. 

Continued on page 74

HeartH Manor
Fireplaces & HoMe Decor

Complete Custom Packages to suit any budget

Design - Build - Renovate

INDOOR/OUTDOOR KITCHEN BBQ’S FIREPLACES CUSTOM BUILT-INS & MILLWORK

2575 Dundas Street West, Mississauga
905-828-8880 | www.hearthmanor.com | info@hearthmanor.com

Sharing the Warmth
since 1978

Visit our newly expanded & renovated showroom

Best of

2014-2018

Family Owned & Operated
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SEE OUR DIRECTORY FOR ALL CONTACT INFORMATION.

KATHERINE  
DYKSTRA 
INTERIOR DECORATOR  
& HOME STAGER 
Bronte Village Paint & Paper 

Tell us about your store: Located on 
Lakeshore Road, Bronte Village Paint & 
Paper is a one-stop shop for your home 
décor needs, from premium Benjamin 
Moore paint to wallpaper and blinds. 
We pride ourselves on providing our 
customers with excellent service, whether 
it’s through in-home colour and design 
consults or providing expert advice about 
our various products and services. 

What is the first step toward 
great design? Great design tells the 
homeowner’s story. Our designer, 
Katherine Dykstra, prides herself on 
building collaborative relationships 
with each of her clients, whether it’s as 
simple as choosing a new paint colour 
or redesigning an existing space. Their 
happiness is at the forefront of everything 
she does. 

How do you work with clients to help 
achieve their vision? We listen to our 
clients’ expectations and gather as much 
information as possible to develop a 
roadmap. Creating an inspiration board 
of images is also a great way for us to 
understand our clients’ style and helps 
inform our decisions to ensure we achieve 
their dream space. OH

Visit Our Showroom To See Our 
Stained Fiberglass Doors on Display!

Quality Doors - Since 1993

74  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 8

people



Davidson
Before moving to Vancouver, Leslie, husband 
Dave and their daughters Lauren, 16, and 
Kaitlyn, 15, lived in Oakville, but decided 
to make Burlington their home this time 
around. “We love exploring the many parks, 
trails, restaurants and festivals that happen 
throughout the year in our new home 
town,” she says. 

Instead of purchasing an existing home, 
Leslie and Dave decided to buy new from 
builder Pine Glen Homes Inc. “While 
visiting some homes on the market, we 
noticed a lot for sale with the opportunity 
to build a custom home. We felt the lot was 
fantastic as it backed onto green space and 
was close to many amenities, including 
schools,” says Leslie.

Designer Kate Davidson of Kate + 
Co. Design Inc. guided them through their 
custom project from the ground up. “We 
worked with the family and the builder from 
the starting phase, establishing the layout 
and selecting the exterior materials as well, 
all the way to selecting the finishes and paint 
colours,” says Davidson.

“We wanted to incorporate some of the 
design elements from our home in British 
Columbia, including large peaked windows, 
a combination of stone and siding on the 
exterior, with an elegant yet rustic feel on the 
inside,” says Leslie. “A bright, open-concept 
kitchen was very important to us but a formal 
living room was not, so we opted not to 
include one in our floor plan.” 

“WE SPENT SEVEN
WONDERFUL YEARS
IN BEAUTIFUL BRITISH
COLUMBIA BUT
DECIDED IT WAS TIME
TO RETURN HOME
WHERE ALL OF OUR
FAMILY RESIDES,”
SHARES LESLIE,
CHATTING ABOUT HER
NEW, CUSTOM BUILT
HOME IN BURLINGTON.

LEFT: A blend of soothing neutrals 
and textures exude timeless elegance. 
BELOW: A bench makes good use of the 
space in the entry. OPPOSITE: Natural 
stone and wood give the family room an 
upscale yet rustic vibe.

STORY CATALINA MARGULIS  |  PHOTOGRAPHY JASON HARTOG

HOME
COMING

Continued on page 79
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ABOVE: A bright, spacious kitchen was on the family’s wish list. 
OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: A chevron pattern on the floor adds 
playfulness to the mudroom. TOP RIGHT: A spacious workspace 
makes meal preparation easy. BOTTOM LEFT: The kitchen design 
carries into the butler’s pantry for continuity. BOTTOM RIGHT: A 
coffered ceiling gives the dining room a more formal feel. 

From the outset, it was clear the family preferred an open-concept 
home. “They asked us to create a sense of openness and wanted a 
light and airy family living space” says Davidson. “It’s really about the 
function when designing a family friendly home. We went back and 
forth on the overall size of the house and rooms, making sure every 
room in the end would be used and served a function.” Completed last 
summer, the 4,000-sq. ft. two-storey home features a palette of whites, 
greys and earth tones and wide-plank, white oak floors throughout 
most of the house.

“They wanted a classic style of home; they didn’t want to do 
anything too bold or trendy. They were conscious of selecting less 
trendy colours and patterns and leaned towards the more timeless 

finishes we proposed,” says Davidson.
The kitchen features a marble herringbone backsplash that adds 

subtle contrast to the white countertop. Nickel hardware adds polish 
to the modified shaker cabinets by Frendel Kitchens Ltd. The 
large centre island is stained a contrasting grey. “I always recommend 
incorporating drawers in the island to add more storage and 
functionality,” adds Davidson.

The dining room steps out of the neutral zone with an eggshell 
blue wall and black metal light fixture. “The family didn’t bring much 
furniture over from Vancouver, except the dining table,” says Davidson. 
“They had this big harvest table they had made in Vancouver, black 
with a wood top, which is why we added black to the lighting fixture.” 

Continued on page 82

Homeowner Leslie with Kate Davidson 
of Kate + C o. Design Inc.
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TOP: The homeowner wanted outdoor living and dining spaces, 
which were achieved with the creation of the outdoor loggia 
and cabana. LEFT: The cabana conveniently includes a spot for 
showering and changing. ABOVE: Stepping out from the kitchen 
leads to a covered outdoor area with a stone fireplace, TV and 
seating area. OPPOSITE: Elements from the family’s home in 
British Columbia were incorporated in the design.

“WE WANTED TO
INCORPORATE SOME
OF THE DESIGN
ELEMENTS FROM
OUR HOME IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA,
INCLUDING A
COMBINATION OF
STONE AND SIDING
ON THE EXTERIOR.” 
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TOP LEFT: Deeper hues create a more masculine office setting. TOP RIGHT: 
Furniture-grade cabinetry creates a timeless aesthetic in this bathroom. 
LEFT: Soothing hues and mixed metals create a zen-like bathroom retreat.

The family room, situated across the hall from the kitchen, features a 
stone fireplace flanked by beautiful yet functional built-ins and soaring, 
double height ceilings. Located at the front of the home, the office is 
accented with warmer tones, the dark grey fireplace adorned with a 
quartz surround. 

Located beside the garage, the mudroom features a chevron pattern 
porcelain tile selected for its durability. “We selected the tile as it 
offered textural interest and warmth to the space and is forgiving for 
heavy traffic dirt,” says Davidson.

In the upper level, double doors open to a private balcony in the 
master bedroom. A fireplace warms the space on cooler evenings. 
“You don’t need to have a huge bedroom area when you have a good-
size walk-in closet and bathroom in your master,” says Davidson, 
who points to the bedroom’s cove ceiling as another subtle, 
interesting detail. 

Davidson often includes millwork to add interest and dimension to 
the spaces she designs. “It adds to your budget but it adds a nice touch 
and character to an otherwise plain space.”

Family interests influenced the design, explains Davidson. “The 
family likes to watch movies and play games, so the basement has a 
theatre room and a games room,” she says, noting the built-in bar in 
the theatre room. Continued on page 84 We are kitchen obsessed!

paragonkitchens.com
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“I am so happy that we decided to 
move forward with a custom home,” 
says Leslie. “The builder made the 
entire process a wonderful experience. 
As we had never taken on such a huge 
project before, having the design 
expertise of Kate Davidson was 
invaluable to us; we are thrilled to have 
had her creativity and experience by 
our side,” says Leslie.

“My favourite room is definitely 
our kitchen followed very closely by 
our master bedroom and en suite,” she 
says. “The large Caesarstone island 
in the kitchen is not only a beautiful 
feature but is also extremely functional 
and easy to maintain. And the master 
bedroom and en suite offer a peaceful 
and cosy escape at the end of each day.” 
A home sweet homecoming indeed.  OH

LEFT: The master retreat is set 
for all seasons, from a toasty fire 
in cooler temperatures to coffee 
on the deck in warmer seasons. 
BELOW: A modern soaker tub 
adds dimension to the en suite. 
BOTTOM LEFT: Shaker-style 
espresso cabinets add contrast 
in the master en suite. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Mayfair Statuario tile 
on the walls and floors provides 
continuity in the en suite. 

Trisha Murray Ross 
Principal Designer

Trisha Ross Interiors 
Renovate with me in the Greater Toronto Area,  Let’s talk about homes!

c: 905 220 5391  
trisha@trisharossinteriors.com  /  trisharossinteriors.com

Follow my work! Facebook  /  Instagram

“From renovation planning and concept development to selecting beautiful finishes and furnishings; 
experience a designer-led renovation with Trisha Ross Interiors. Do it once, do it well, love your home.” 

~ Trisha Murray Ross, Principal Designer 
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www.unitedlumber.ca
Barrie

705.726.8132
520 Bayfield St. N.

 

Bolton
905.857.6970
12833 Hwy 50 S.

 

Georgetown
905.873.8007

333 Guelph St.
 

United Truss – Innisfil
705.436.3425
3325 Thomas St.

The Home You Always Wanted, The Way You Want It.

Discover The Experience
Making the experience of building 
the custom home or cottage of your 
dreams easy, affordable, and enjoyable.

 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  
IN OAKVILLE, BURLINGTON & MISSISSAUGA

THE GARDEN GIRLS +  
TURF N DIRT
TEAMWORK divides the task 
and multiplies the success. 
Turf N Dirt and The Garden 
Girls have joined forces to 
provide GTA residential and 
commercial properties with a 
superior Lawn & Garden service: 
Turf N Dirt provides the weekly 
lawn cutting and edge trimming; 
The Garden Girls provide the 
regular garden maintenance 
on a schedule that fits with your 
budget, while also providing 
these other convenient services: 
mulch, soil, river rock delivery 
and application, new sod, water 
delivery and application, interior 
house checks and exterior 
vacation care and custom 
seasonal exterior planters. 

The Garden Girls, established 
in 2006 with Turf N Dirt following, 
serves Oakville, Mississauga, 
Etobicoke, Burlington and 
Milton. The Garden Girls has 
been honoured to receive the 
Best of Homestars.com Award 
for 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2016, 
and 2017 thanks to our fantastic 
reviews from our customers.

Regardless of the size of your 
property, we tailor our services to 
the care required for your property, 
by providing flexible maintenance 
plans for maintaining your lawn 
and garden. We believe in creating 
long lasting working relationships 
with our clients. The Garden 
Girls & Turf N Dirt work together 
as a family and team to bring 
enjoyment back to your property. 
thegardengirls.ca 
turfndirt.ca 
lawnandgarden@ 
thegardengirls.ca
416.526.7412
(Please see ad on pg 29)

THE GATTI GROUP CORP. 
Founded in 2008, The Gatti 
Group Corp. is a full service 
General Contracting Company 
specializing in Custom 
Residential Building and 
Renovations. Whether it is a 
custom bathroom remodel or 
a 2nd floor addition, our focus 
is to create individual, one-of-
a-kind, highly detailed, finely 
crafted homes and spaces 
for our clients’ unique tastes, 
lifestyles and budgets. 

At The Gatti Group Corp. 
we understand that one of the 
most important elements to a 
successful build or renovation 
is understanding our clients’ 
priorities and desires for 
their homes. Regardless of 
the size of the project, The 
Gatti Group’s approach 
is the same. We value our 
clients’ investment and faith 
in us. With over 40 years of 
combined experience in the 
industry, The Gatti Group 
Corp., along with our team 
of professionals and experts, 
will guide you through your 
project from the initial design 
to final execution.

Our commitment to our 
clients is the hallmark of our 
business. Their loyalty is our 
legacy and our future as  
they recommend us to  
family and friends.
Visit us at  
thegattigroupcorp.com 
or call us at  
905.566.9072  
and book your  
consultation today!
(Please see ad on pg 29)

PARAGON KITCHENS
At Paragon Kitchens, we are 
kitchen-obsessed!

As a second generation, 
family-run design firm, we eat, 
sleep and breathe kitchens! For 
over 35 years, we have been 
listening to our clients’ needs, 
developing strong relationships 
with our suppliers, finding the 
latest in kitchen design trends, 
and above all, creating beautiful, 
functional kitchens. 

At Paragon, we are more 
than just kitchen designers. As 
your primary resource for your 
renovation, we provide the 
overall vision for your space 
while guiding you through all 
the finer details necessary in 
achieving this vision. 

Often, when clients come to 
us, they start with the kitchen, but 
are really thinking of a whole main 
floor renovation. Our role is to 
guide you through this daunting 
process and educate you on the 
latest styles, layouts and solutions 
for your kitchen. Kitchens have 
changed dramatically in the last 10 
years and that is because families 
have changed! Now, more than 
ever, the kitchen is the central 
point where family activities 
are shared: cooking, cleaning, 
casual dining, entertaining, doing 
homework, and so much more! 
Through our immersive and 
collaborative design process, we 
learn about you and your lifestyle 
needs and we develop that into 
a thoughtfully-designed kitchen 
that showcases you! 

We love kitchens and it shows! 
Paragonkitchens.com
519.836.1702
design@paragonkitchens.com 
(Please see ad on pg 83)

Continued on page 88

ALLPRO ROOFING
Your home is the biggest 
purchase you make in your 
lifetime – why not make it an 
investment? You work hard to 
put a roof over your family’s 
heads, you better make sure it 
won’t leak! 

AllPro Roofing can make the 
experience a good one. With 
three generations of experience 
in the industry, we know what 
we’re talking about. As the 
President of AllPro Roofing, 
Jamie Bates has spent the last 
eight years perfecting the trade 
and training his employees 
to make AllPro the best in 
the industry. Shingles, cedar 
shakes, synthetic slate, flat roofs, 
eavestroughs – these are just 
a few of the products we have 
the knowledge and experience 
needed to install properly. If 
you’re not sure, call us for a 
free quote and we can tell you 
what we’re all about, and give 
you the advice necessary in 
maintaining your roof for as long 
as possible. From repairs to full 
roof replacements, no job is too 
big or too small. Call our office 
to make an appointment. We’re 
here to help you achieve what 
your roof needs to succeed!
Office: 519.940.4044 
Orangeville & Area: 
519.216.5533
Toronto & Area: 416.819.5313
Collingwood & Area: 
705.331.7096
Bolton & Area: 647.999.3329
allproroofinginc.ca
(Please see ad on pg 12)
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W E  M A K E  Y O U R  A R T  L O O K  G R E A T !

3 5 1 4  M A I N WAY,  B U R L I N G T O N ,  O N

Over 25 Years of
100% Custom, Quality, 

On-site Service
www.gocaveart.com

905.333.5616
info@gocaveart.comPICTURE FRAMING & 

QUALITY PLAQUE MOUNTS
PICTURE FRAMING & 

QUALITY PLAQUE MOUNTS

Organizing & Downsizing
Packing & Unpacking
Move Management
Auction & Estate Sales
Estate Clear Outs

905.599.1816
www.organizedtransitions.ca | jennifer@organizedtransitions.ca

DOWNSIZING? CLEARING AN ESTATE?
 SOURCE IT  SOURCE ITTHE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS  

IN OAKVILLE, BURLINGTON & MISSISSAUGA

THE BLIND SPOT
The Blind Spot – Blinds, 
Shutters and Shades offer 
free IN-HOME consultation 
and estimate. We bring to 
your home our “showroom on 
wheels” – all samples are from 
the top suppliers such as Hunter 
Douglas, Elite, Shade-O-Matic, 
Sol-R and Carlton California 
Shutters. Dealing directly with 
manufacturers, we offer quality, 
modern, high end products and 
excellent workmanship at the 
best prices and for every budget. 

SHUTTERS
• All shutters are manufactured 

using the highest quality of 
outdoor grade rigid vinyl

•  Will resist discolouration 
from UV exposure as well as 
chipping, cracking, and warping

• All plastic components and 
accessories are manufactured 
using the same fire retardant, 
colour-matched material 

• Shutters, reinforced with an 
aluminum skeleton, deliver years 
of trouble and maintenance-free 
operation
BLINDS & SHADES

• Various styles using 
numerous types of decorative 
patterns, textures and colours

• Certain fabrics allow some 
light to pass through while 
blocking UV rays and reducing 
glare

•“Blackout” products 
ensure that no light passes 
through, making them ideal for 
presentation rooms or maximum 
privacy. We offer a wide range 
of solutions in an array of 
styles, materials, designs and 
automated systems. 

Book your free in-home design 
consultation & estimate today!
705.351.2114 | theblindspot.ca
(Please see ad on pg 41)

POOL DOCTORS
Pool Doctors specializes in 
custom pool and landscapes 
transforming backyards into 
gorgeous, enjoyable living 
spaces. Our design team 
works closely with prospective 
clients, inspiring them to see 
the unlimited potential their 
backyard space holds. 

Our award-winning 
construction team is attentive to 
bringing the design to fruition 
from the first day of excavation. 
We pride ourselves on continued 
communication with our clients 
and work with them throughout 
the project to ensure no detail is 
overlooked. 

We use only our expert team 
from pool excavation to the 
finishing touches on landscaping 
with no sub-contracting to 
ensure our rigorous standards 
of quality are maintained. 
Our in-house staff of service 
managers with decades of 
experience ensure your pool 
is opened and ready for that 
first long weekend pool party 
and closed properly waiting for 
spring to come again. 

We train in the best and 
newest residential pool 
technology providing smart 
and efficient pools with minimal 
maintenance required by the 
homeowner. From natural 
custom-built water features 
to lush planting designs 
complimenting your backyard 
oasis we have the technology 
and creativity to bring your 
backyard to life. 
905.632.6600
info@pooldoctors.ca
pooldoctors.ca
(Please see ad on pg 63)

THERMAFIBER: PROVIDING 
COMFORT FOR THE HOME
NEW Owens Corning 
Thermafiber® Mineral 
Wool Insulation provides 
fire resistant, thermal and 
acoustical solutions, perfect 
for residential new build and 
home renovation projects.

Thermafiber® residential 
mineral wool blankets are 
ideal for insulating walls, 
floor/ceilings, and attic 
spaces in homes. These 
products provide a high 
R-value/inch, excellent sound 
attenuation characteristics and 
outstanding fire performance. 
Products are also inorganic, 
non-combustible, and mould 
resistant. Thermafiber® 
products conserve energy and 
provide a minimum 70% pre-
consumer recycled content.

 Why choose Thermafiber® 

Mineral Wool Insulation?
• �Fire resistant to 

temperatures above 
1,093° C (2,000° F)

• �Minimum 70% recycled 
content

• Easy to cut and install
• Secure cavity fit
• Mould resistant
Thermafiber® UltraBatt™ 

mineral wool insulation also 
makes homes energy efficient 
and Thermafiber® Fire & 
Sound Guard™ insulation is 
designed to provide enhanced 
acoustical control plus fire 
resistance all in one product. 
Ask for these products by 
name and enjoy the comfort.
To learn more about 
Thermafiber® Mineral Wool 
Insulation visit thermafiber.ca
(Please see ad on pg 7)

HEARTH MANOR
Now you can have everything 
you’d want outdoors… and 
the kitchen sink. The name 
NatureKast is synonymous with 
beautiful outdoor kitchens and 
our new additions should show 
we at Hearth Manor are serious 
about maintaining that legacy. 
We are proud to introduce our 
weatherproof cabinets designed 
to perfectly complement 
the award-winning Galley 
Workstation. 

Discover the rich look of real 
wood outdoor cabinets without 
the constant maintenance. 
NatureKast has revolutionized 
the outdoor kitchen industry 
by offering the first 100% 
weatherproof cabinet using 
a technologically advanced 
hi-density resin system that 
perfectly replicates the natural 
colour and texture of real wood.

• LUXURIOUS WOOD FINISH 
THAT THRIVES OUTDOORS: 
Imagine… wood that won’t 
warp, fade or crack

• EXTENSIVE PRODUCT 
RANGE: If we haven’t thought of 
it, we’re probably working on it

• AWARD-WINNING & 
INSTALLER FRIENDLY: Use your 
basic tools-of-the trade to install

Enjoy unlimited design 
options for your outdoor kitchen 
area along with the widest 
range of outdoor TV cabinets, 
decorative molded elements and 
full-access appliance cabinets.
Now available at Hearth Manor: 
2575 Dundas St W, Mississauga
905.828.8880
www.hearthmanor.com
info@hearthmanor.com
(Please see ad on pg 73)

THE MILLIONAIRE’S 
DAUGHTER 
The Millionaire’s Daughter is 
an upscale furniture and décor 
consignment business, with 
four retail locations throughout 
Southern Ontario. Our first 
location opened March of 2009 
on Ottawa Street in Hamilton. 
Since then we have opened 
three more locations in Oakville, 
Aurora, and Kitchener. 

Whether you’re downsizing, 
renovating, moving or just 
looking to change your design 
style, buying and selling on 
consignment makes good sense! 
We accept furniture and home 
décor from private residences, 
model homes, antique dealers, 
estate sales, furniture retailer 
closeouts and design studios. 

Our philosophy for each 
location is to carry a wide 
variety of furniture pieces 
and accessories at various 
price points for the shopping 
pleasure of any customer! 

With over 30,000 square 
feet combined, our expansive 
showrooms display one-of-a-
kind pieces in unique vignettes 
that are constantly changing. 
Here you’ll find a fabulous 
mix of modern and vintage 
treasures, stunning china, and 
quality, affordable mid-high end 
furniture. We typically sell the 
equivalent of seven homes of 
furniture each week! 
Browse our complete furniture 
inventory on our website:  
themillionairesdaughter.com 
427 Speers Rd, Oakville 
272 Ottawa St N, Hamilton 
40 Engelhard Dr, Aurora 
1436 Victoria St N, Kitchener

Give your business the benefit of premium 
exposure and connect, like never before, to 

our extensive targeted readership!

Advertise With Us

Lisa Merrell
T: 1.877.600.4840 x1 or 705.445.5065 x200   

E: lisa.merrell@ourhomes.ca

LET IT RAIN: ROOFING & 
HOME RENOVATIONS 
Founded by Bruno Levesque 
in 1990, Let It Rain has grown 
from a single roofing contractor 
to become the GTA’s expert 
roofing company. The business 
has grown because of their 
many customer referrals and at 
Let It Rain the quality of work 
speaks for them.  

At Let It Rain the goal is 
to provide you with the most 
durable and energy efficient 
roof system by providing the 
best quality roofing. Roofing 
estimates include installing 
top-quality products that 
are supported by the best 
manufacturer’s warranties. At 
the end of each installation they 
always review your roof to ensure 
the manufacturer’s specifications 
have been met so that your 
warranty is in good standing.

Let It Rain has been in 
business for more than 28 years 
so you can count on them to 
service your 10-year labour 
warranty.

Let It Rain roofing services 
has also expanded to Let It Rain 
home renovations. Now they 
can take care of all your home 
needs from top to bottom, 
inside and out: railings, decking, 
painting, window and doors, 
flooring, tiling, carpentry, 
chimneys and more. 
Small to large jobs, give 
Let It Rain Roofing and 
Home Renovation a call at 
905.795.0212 for a free 
estimate or visit letitrain.ca
(Please see ad on pg 19)
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Television often portrays renovations 
as costing much less than they do, 
so it’s important to determine what 
you want to spend and what your 
dream design will cost. Starting 
with a realistic and honest budget 
(with padding for emergencies) will 
help you and your designer avoid 
big surprises later that can end up 
halting your plans.

Make sure to check with local 
building codes, inspectors, condo 
or neighbourhood boards (and the 
like) to make sure your dreams are 
possible. This can take just 1 week 
to 3 months, depending on your site 
conditions, so it’s smart to start early.

Don’t forget that 
not all products or 
tradespeople can be 
available instantly, 
especially around 
busy seasons like 
spring. If you want 
to work with the best 
materials and trades, 
add at least 1 to 2 
months extra, with 
custom products or 
anything shipping 
from overseas taking 
2 to 6 months. Don’t 
get stuck picking 
from what’s available 
last-minute for a 
design that will last 
for years!

Renovating a kitchen 
or bathroom? Besides 
selecting the basics 
like paint colours, 
you’ll need to choose 
the grout colour, tile 
pattern, orientation of 
cabinet handles, paint 
finish, placement of light 
fixtures, style of faucet, 
counter edge profile… 
the list goes on, and 
can seem overwhelming 
when rushed. Give 
at least 6 weeks to 2 
months for one room, 
and at least 4 to 6 
months for a large multi-
room project. Choosing 
many elements that 
work together can take 
a lot of searching and 
re-evaluating, and it’s 
much easier to change 
your mind before 
construction or delivery 
than after.

Expect even minor construction to take at least 1 month to 
prepare, conduct and touch up, with 2 to 6 months for larger 
projects. Then add a time buffer of 1 to 3 months before any 
sort of event when you want the work completed, to account 
for surprises.

In this detached basement bathroom renovation, for 
example, we had very low ceilings (just under six feet) and 
only a single sconce above the vanity mirror, not providing 
nearly enough light for the entire space. We had planned to 
increase the ceiling height and add recessed lighting. During 
demolition we discovered venting all through the above 
area and no room for pot lights. We required a bit of time to 
come up with an alternative plan, which was this stunning, 
sleek custom LED feature running from floor to ceiling and 
overhead. It created ample illumination and is beautiful. The 
solution also allowed us to hang our new mirror very close to 
the ceiling, creating the illusion of even more height in the 
room, and allowing the LED strip to reflect. Fortunately, with 
buffer time in place, we had the plan reworked for the better, 
and the beautiful results were worth the extra wait!

If you’ve been doing the math, you’ll see that even small 
projects can easily take almost half a year, which is far from 
the three days you see on television. However, you get what 
you put into your design, and taking the proper time leads 
to timeless results – all while avoiding a lot of stress and the 
potential for costly mistakes along the way. Working with a 
reputable firm can expedite this process and keep you on 
time and on budget.  OH

GOOD 
THINGS 
COME TO
THOSE 
WHO 
WAIT
STORY YANIC SIMARD

Looking to 
renovate 
a room or 
two? Want 
to refresh 
your space 
before a big 
event? No 

matter the size or style of 
project you’re planning, 
this guide will help you 
know how long you really 
need to achieve your 
home makeover – and 
trust me, it’s nothing 
like what you’ve seen on 
television. 

RESEARCH PHASE:
1-5 MONTHS

Knowing your goals and limits will help 
you set realistic goals and avoid major 
hiccups that can derail your timeline.

DESIGN PHASE:
2-12 MONTHS

A seemingly simple project can 
involve five times as many decisions 
as you might think, so give ample 

time to get the details right.

CONSTRUCTION/
DELIVERY PHASE:

2-9 MONTHS
Even the best plans can be interrupted by 

sudden surprises. Plan for this phase to 
take longer than just the expected working 

time of the physical labour.

1 5 17 26

Start by gathering lots of 
ideas. Save images from 
magazines and blogs – 
the more you collect, the 
easier it will be to figure 
out what elements you 
are drawn to again and 
again, and which are 
fleeting trends. Give this 
1-2 months at the very 
least to find ideas that 
stand the test of time.

Gather lots of ideas to 
help determine what you 
are drawn to most. 

Al low plenty of 
time to avoid 
rushed decisions. Always 

plan for the 
unexpected.
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Set in Stone
             mega Mantels, an industry leader, has 
been manufacturing exclusive custom cast stone 
products for over 35 years.

Let us help you design and create your very own 
custom Fireplace Mantel or Kitchen Hood.

www.omegamantels.com • info@omegamantels.com

Omega Mantels_TOYO.indd   1 2018-03-07   4:49 PM

ARCHITECTURE, ARCHITECTS, 
DRAFTSMEN & DESIGN
David Small Designs, 50&51
Keystone Home Designs, 23

ARTISANS, ARTISTS, ART  
GALLERIES & WORKSHOPS
Cave Art, 89
Crescent Hill Gallery, 45

BUILDERS & NEW HOME  
DEVELOPMENT
Ambassador Fine Custom Homes Inc., 4&5
Gemini Homes, 2
Rock Cliff Custom Homes, 59
Stonecroft Homes, 71
The Gatti Group, 29, 86
Thomasfield Homes Ltd., 53
United Lumber Home Hardware  
	 Building Centre, 87

BUILDING, LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
United Lumber Home Hardware  
	 Building Centre, 87

COUNTERTOPS, GRANITE & STONE
Greensville Soapstone Company, 87
Ideal Home Design, 41

FINE WOODWORKING, FURNITURE 
REFINISHING, CUSTOM FURNITURE  
& CARPENTRY
Penwood Furniture, 25
Rawhide International, 41

FIREPLACES & STOVES
Hearth Manor, 73, 89
Iron Embers, 63
Stûv, 6

FLOORING, TILE, CARPET
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 9
Eden Tile-It, 23
Ideal Home Design, 41
Inspired Flooring, 39
The Floor Shop, 99

HOME ACCENTS, HOME DÉCOR,  
FURNITURE & COLLECTIBLES
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 9

Cornerstone Home Interiors, 10&11
Country Charm, 65
Fine Oak Things, 23
Hearth Manor, 73, 89
Hearty Furniture, 43
Home Furniture, 95
Kennedy Galleries, 3
Parsons Interiors, 31
Rivercroft Interiors, 18
Swiss Interiors, 29
The Millionaire’s Daughter, 89

HOME IMPROVEMENTS &  
HOME RENOVATIONS
Ideal Home Design, 41
Let It Rain: Roofing & Home  
	 Renovations, 19, 88
The Gatti Group Corp., 29, 86

INSULATION  
Owens Corning, 7, 88

INTERIOR DECORATING &  
INTERIOR DESIGN
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 9
Barnard & Speziale Design Associates, 57
Parsons Interiors, 31
Rivercroft Interiors, 18
Sandra Martone Interiors, 25
Trisha Ross Interiors, 85
Your Story by Design, 43

KITCHEN & BATH
Aroma Kitchens & Baths Inc., 23
Oakville Kitchen & Bath Centre, 39
Paragon Kitchens, 83, 86

LANDSCAPE DESIGN, LANDSCAPING, 
LAWN & GARDEN
ProScape Land Design & Construction, 15
The Garden Girls, 29, 86
Turf N Dirt, 29, 86

LIGHTING
Kennedy Galleries, 3

MANTELS, MOULDINGS
Omega Mantels & Mouldings, 93

MOVING & STORAGE
Organized Transitions, 89

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
Home Furniture, 95

PAINTING & DECORATING
Anderson’s Carpet and Home, 9
Benjamin Moore, 8
Bronte Village Paint & Paper, 8
Erin Mills Paint & Decor Centre, 8
Neo 1 Paint & Décor, 8

POOLS, SPAS, HOT TUBS & SAUNAS
ImmerSpa, 97
Pool Doctors, 63, 88

REAL ESTATE
Hodgins Realty Group, 100
Sam McDadi Real Estate, 17

ROOFING
AllPro Roofing, 12, 86
Let It Rain: Roofing & Home  
	 Renovations, 19, 88

SERVICES
Organized Transitions, 89

SPECIAL, NON-PROFIT ASSOCIATIONS
Welcome Wagon, 29

STAIRS, RAILINGS, TRIM  
Ideal Home Design, 41

SUNROOMS  
Lifestyle Home Products, 47

TREE SPECIALISTS  
Arborwood Tree Service, 31

WINDOW FASHIONS
Blind Advantage, 13
Budget Blinds, 27
The Blind Spot, 41, 88

WINDOWS & DOORS
Doorway Inc, 75

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-
related purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at ourhomes.ca/oakville. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business listed under more than one 
heading, please email lisa.merrell@ourhomes.ca. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 1.877.600.4840 x1 or 705.445.5065 x200.
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INGREDIENTS

½ cup mascarpone cheese 

½ cup superfine sugar 

1 tsp vanilla extract 

1 cup whipping cream 

DIRECTIONS

Combine mascarpone cheese, 
sugar and vanilla in a small bowl.

In the bowl of a stand mixer, 
whip whipping cream until light 
and fluffy. 

Slowly add cheese mixture to 
whipped cream while the mixer is 
still running. Mix until combined. 

TO ASSEMBLE THE CAKE

Layer sponge cake with 
whipped mascarpone and top 
with blackberries. Drizzle with 
bourbon caramel to finish. 
Serve cake soon after assembly 
for best results and cut with a 
serrated knife – the cake is very 
delicate. OH

BLACKBERRY
SHORTCAKE
with BOURBON CARAMEL

RECIPE AND PHOTOGRAPHY 
JENELLE MCCULLOCH

Go above and beyond with this modern upgrade to an old 
classic: the shortcake. Light sponge cake is layered with 
mascarpone whipped cream and topped with decadent 
blackberries with a hint of bourbon. 

Sponge Cake 
For this super simple sponge 
cake you will need two 6-inch 
round baking pans.

INGREDIENTS

5 large eggs at room temperature 

1 cup + 1 Tbsp cake flour, sifted 

½ cup + 1 Tbsp granulated sugar 

pinch of salt 

DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 340ºF. Butter and 
flour sides and bottoms of baking 
pans. Cut out two 6-inch rounds of 
parchment paper and line the bottom 
of each pan. Set aside. 

In the bowl of a stand mixer, combine 
eggs, sugar and salt. With the whisk 
attachment, beat on medium/
medium-high speed for 15-20 minutes 
until pale and fluffy. The mixture will 
be firm and will form soft peaks when 
ready. In batches, slowly sift in flour 
and carefully fold the mixture by 
hand to combine. Be careful not to 
overwork and deflate the batter.

When combined, divide the mixture 
evenly in the two prepared pans and 
bake for 25-30 minutes. Be careful not 
to open the oven as the cakes may 
deflate. The cakes are done when an 
inserted toothpick comes out clean. 
Turn off oven. Leave cakes to cool 
inside the oven for 5-10 minutes with 
the door propped open. Remove 
from oven and let cool for another 10 
minutes before removing from pans 
and inverting them onto a rack to 
fully cool. 

INGREDIENTS

2 cups fresh blackberries 

1 Tbsp bourbon 

2 Tbsp maple syrup

INGREDIENTS

1 cup sugar 

½ cup water 

½ cup heavy cream 

1 Tbsp butter 

1 Tbsp bourbon 

Pinch of salt

DIRECTIONS

Combine ingredients in a saucepan. 
Heat over medium until blackberries 
begin to render their juices. Chill until 
ready to use. 

colour. Swirl the mixture in the 
pan if necessary to ensure all 
of the sugar is dissolved and 
caramelized.

Remove from heat and whisk 
in heavy cream. Lower heat to 
medium-low and return pan 
to burner. Continue to stir the 
caramel for another 2-3 minutes.

Remove from heat, add butter 
and stir. Add the bourbon and 
salt, stirring again. 

Transfer to a heat-safe container 
to cool. The caramel will thicken 
as it cools. 

DIRECTIONS

In a saucepan over medium heat 
combine sugar and water. Do 
not stir, but let sugar dissolve 
and come to a simmer. Simmer 
until syrup is a golden, amber 

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

Blackberries 
in Bourbon

Bourbon Caramel

Mascarpone Whipped Cream

NEW
TAKE

ON AN OLD
CLASSIC

BlackberryShortcake.indd   DPS 2018-01-22   10:47 AM

Any regular priced  
merchandise 

15%Off

Receive

Appliances excluded.  
Mention you saw this ad  
in Our Homes magazine  
Expires April 30th, 2018.

Mon-Fri 9 to 6  
Sat 8 to 5 • Sun 12 to 5

HOME FURNITURE
1421 KING STREET NORTH
DOWNTOWN ST. JACOBS
(519) 664-3301

homefurniture.ca

Visit our Furniture Clearance Marketplace
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1. MERCANA: Abraham Side Table  
2. RENWIL: Downfield Floor Lamp  
3. KLIPPAN: Olle Throw in Saffron  
4. SURYA: Eternal Wall Art by 
Caroline Ashton  5. ZUO MODERN: 
Lincoln Lounge Chair in Gray  
6. CYAN DESIGN: Meadow Vases  
7. MUUTO: Balance Vase Single Set 
in Black  8. SURYA: Medora Rug 
MOD-1012  9. KLAUS: Cherner 
Multiflex Sideboard  OH

Recreate this look in 
your own home.

the
RIGHT MIX 

PHOTO: JASON HARTOG
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DoubleTake.indd   2 2018-01-23   4:11 PM

Add some   
  to your landscape.

BEAUTIFUL SPAS 
STARTING AT ONLY 

$9,999.00

Immerse yourself in the 

thought of it. Soak in the 

beauty, then step in and 

experience.

CALL US TO GET STARTED!   

855.311.7965
or go to immerspa.com/ourhomes
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take it
OUTSIDE
Hello spring! As the temperature rises, so 
does our desire to get out and stay outside. 
Get your deck, patio and yard ready for 
entertaining in style with these great finds.

ILLUMINATE
SET THE MOOD WITH
THESE FUN OUTDOOR
LIGHTING OPTIONS.

CONGREGATE
CREATE A RELAXED AND
COMFORTABLE SETTING
FOR GREAT CONVERSATION.

DINE
GATHER AROUND THE TABLE AND
ENJOY A MEAL OR DRINKS WITH
YOUR FAVOURITE PEOPLE.

COOK
CREATE MOUTHWATERING FOODS
FOR YOUR GUESTS WITH THESE
OUTDOOR COOKING ESSENTIALS.

PLAY
ENJOY SOME FRIENDLY
COMPETITION WITH
AN OUTDOOR GAME!

TUUCI: Manta Cantilever Patio Umbrella

ARD OUTDOOR: Canvas 
Teak White Strap Loveseat  

CB2 & FRED SEGAL: Navy Stripe Outdoor Rug

DEKKO CONCRETE: 
Serenade Fire Pit

IKEA: SOLVINDEN 
LED Solar-Powered 
Pendant Lamp, Globe

ABBOTT: 
Large Triple 
LED Candle  

ABBOTT: 
Bird Nest 
Votive 
with Stake

WILLIAMS SONOMA: Lodge 
Camping Tripod & Lodge Cast-
Iron Camping Dutch Oven

WEBER: Spirit II 
Gas Grill in Red

RESTORATION HARDWARE: 
Vintage Croquet Set  OH

CB2 & FRED 
SEGAL: Look See 
Feel Be Love All 
Bocce Set

CRATE & BARREL: 
Zuma Trays

CRATE & BARREL: 
Pure Clear Flatware  

DANICA IMPORTS: Fiesta 
Ecologie Dinnerware

ZUO MODERN: 
Sancerre Dining 
Chair Natural & Gray

ZUO MODERN: Elite Dining Table Cement & Natural  

TakeItOutside.indd   2 2018-02-07   2:38 PM

A
Reader. Leave your barbecue lid open and 
resist the temptation to poke your steaks.

Never overfill your grill. Leave at least an 
inch-and-a-half clearance around each 
piece of meat.

Cook your steaks to your preferred doneness 
(see our chart), and then let them rest for 10 
minutes before serving, says Chef Hussey. 
This prevents bleeding onto your plate.

Never cut your meat to check whether it’s 
cooked to your liking. “Cutting the steak 
lets all the natural juices escape, leaving 
you with a dry and tasteless piece of meat,” 
says Reader.

Don’t f lip out
Only turn and flip your steaks as 
necessary. Reader suggests this 
flip-and-rotate approach:

• Place steaks on a hot grill on a 45-degree 
angle at 11 o’clock.

• Grill for two-to-five minutes to sear, 
depending on the thickness and 
doneness you want.

• Turn 45 degrees to 2 o’clock, cook for 
another two-to-five minutes.

• Flip steaks and baste the grilled surface 
with your favourite baste. Continue 
to grill for two-to-five minutes on a 
45-degree angle.

• Turn 45 degrees and cook for another 
two-to-five minutes. 

• Flip and baste again.

“Now you have that fancy steakhouse 
diamond pattern!”

Two final pieces of advice from Chef Hussey: 
“It’s always better to undercook a steak than 
to overcook a steak. And have fun! Buy the 
best local products you can, have a couple 
of beers and enjoy it!”

P ick the perfect steak
Ted Reader’s four rules for picking 
the best beef:

1. Buy the best quality steak you can 
afford: “Not all good top cuts (rib eye 
or strip loin) are always tender. There are 
many grades of meat.” Grade A is the 
worst quality and AAA is the best.

2. Dry aging: “The older a steak is, the 
more tender it will be.” Many butchers 
dry age beef themselves.

3. Fat: “To put it simply, fat equals flavour. 
Internal fat or marbling is what gives 
a steak its succulence and juiciness.” 
External fat will also add flavour, but can 
be cut off after cooking.

4. Find a good butcher: Nobody else will 
be able to answer your questions better, 
nor cater to all your steak needs. Learn 
what you like and want and ask for it.

Almost anyone can toss a burger on the 
barbecue and be happy with how it’s cooked. 
A steak? Not so simple. But with a little prep 
and some know-how, it can be just as easy 
to cook a succulent, juicy steak on the grill 
as anything else.

Jamie Hussey, Executive Chef at Glen 
Abbey Golf Club in Oakville, Ontario, 
recommends strip loin or sirloin steaks for the 
grill. “They have a better flavour, and they are 
robust,” he says.

Ted Reader, the author of Gastro Grilling, 
agrees but adds that he loves rib steak too. 
“I like my steaks to be cut about one-and-
a-half to two-inches thick and weigh about 
12 to 16 ounces each, depending on the cut. 
A thicker steak will cook more evenly and 
give you a little wiggle room in case you get 
distracted,” he says.

Prepare your steaks
According to Reader, good quality steaks do 
not need to be marinated or tenderized – 
only if you want to add a certain flavour.

On the other hand, if you’re using a tougher 
cut, marinate it for at least a day before 
grilling. Hussey recommends a base of red 
wine, garlic and herbs – and always a ratio of 
two-to-one for oil and vinegar.

Salt your steaks just before grilling. This will 
give them a nice crust. This is the time to 
season with herbs and garlic if you like, too. 
Chef Hussey says chimichurri is his favourite 
steak finisher of all time.

Bring your steaks to room temperature 
before placing them on your barbecue.

Hit the gril l
Cook your steaks for a short time at a 
high temperature. “Six hundred degrees 
Fahrenheit or higher if you can,” says 

STORY ADRIENNE BROWN

How do you like your 
steak cooked?
A meat thermometer is the 
best way to test doneness. 
Here’s Ted Reader’s guide 
to the steak rainbow:

Blue Rare: A blue rare steak is 
quickly charred on the outside 
and barely cooked on the inside. 
For best results, bring the steak 
to room temperature before 
cooking. (130ºF)

Rare: A rare steak has a cool red 
centre. (130-140ºF)

Medium-Rare :  A  med ium-
rare  s teak  has  a  warm red 
centre. (140-145ºF)

Medium: A medium steak has 
a pink centre, and the juices are 
clear. (145-150ºF)

Medium-Well: A medium-well 
steak has a hot pink centre, and 
the juices are clear. (150-160ºF)

Well-Done: A well-done steak 
is grey throughout without any 
trace of pink and the juices are 
clear. (160-170ºF)

Super Well Done: This steak 
is weighted with a brick until 
heavily charred on the outside 
and without any trace of pink and 
no juices inside. (170ºF plus)  OH

how to GRILL the
PERFECT
STEAK

Cooking_How_to_Grill_The_Perfect_Steak.indd   2 2015-06-03   11:40 AM

Hardwood Flooring lends 
character and charm to any  
room in your home or busi- 

ness and best of all—it never goes  
out of style, and it is simply beautiful!  
Wood flooring has gone far beyond  
classic styles of traditional wood- 
grains. In addition to beauty, our  
collection of hardwood flooring  
offers exciting possibilities in a  
variety of species; oak, maple, birch,  
beech, walnut, jatoba, hickory,  
American  Cherry as well as colours, 
widths, finishes and so much more. 
Since 1989, The Floor Shop, now 
with three locations in the Greater 
Toronto Area offers you incredible 
floors that will last a lifetime.

The Floor Shop has also been 
featured on several episodes of  
‘Holmes on Homes’, the highly 
revered award winning HGTV  
program with Mike Holmes. The 
Floor Shop—your wood flooring  
specialists for warmth, livability 
and character.
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LEASIDE
Tel: 416.421.8588 Fax: 416.421.5477

154 Wicksteed Ave

KINGSWAY
Tel: 416.234.0599 Fax: 416.234.9920

4133 Dundas Street West

MISSISSAUGA
Tel: 905.803.0050 Fax: 905.803.0066

700 Dundas Street East

WOOD FLOORING SPECIALISTS
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