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Gord Weima of Gordon Weima Design Builder acted as general 

contractor and designer for the main floor office. He says the project was 
rewarding but had its challenges. “It’s a high-end designer showcase 
home, so you’re approaching people and asking for their most expensive 
product, and you want it for free,” says Weima.  

 The house was gutted to the studs and new plumbing, wiring and 
insulation were added. Next came the opulent details. Friedemann 
Weinhardt of Design First Interiors and Chuck Mills of Chuck Mills 
Residential Design & Development were co-lead designers on the 
project, which involved more than a dozen designers. From individual 
interior rooms to exterior landscaping, each designer had his or her 
own space to create. Mills says elements that were carried throughout 
the house, such as door style and trim were pre-determined to create a 

Sometimes an act of generosity can have a similar ripple effect with one 
kind gesture leading to waves of kind gestures. The folks at the National 
Capital Region offices of Habitat For Humanity experienced such an 
effect when Calgary lawyer Marilyn Vavasour donated a bequeathed 
home to the organization. An excited Donna Hicks, Chief Executive 
Officer of Habitat NCR had never seen this happen before. She says 
initially, the organization was unsure how to best make use of the 
incredible donation.

“Zoning didn’t allow redevelopment for anything other than single 
family, and the house really needed work,” says Hicks. “So, we decided to 
try to create a designer showcase home and sell the house, and use that 
money to fund further Habitat projects.”  

With the decision made, the Habitat for Humanity Gift Home was 
born. A committee was struck to oversee the details of the grand project 
from design concept, to marketing, to eventual sale of the home.  

Originally built in 1967 by Ottawa developer Bill Teron, the house was 
a time capsule, untouched since the day it was built. Both a blessing and 
a curse, it meant the unique architectural style of the house needed to be 
incorporated into the new build.

Before long, countless volunteer builders, designers and suppliers were 
involved in creating the grand vision. 
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Throw a pebble in a pond of tranquil water 
and you will undoubtedly see a beautiful 
ripple effect across the water’s surface.

FAR LEFT: The modern style cast-
stone fireplace is the main focal 

point of the stylish living room. The 
recessed lighting (Marchand Electric) 

adds to the ambiance of the room.
 

RIGHT: A beautiful grand piano loaned 
by Lauzon Music is right at home in 

the solarium.
 

BOTTOM RIGHT: The living room 
features creamy white furnishings, 
complemented by accents of silver, 

green and aubergine.

Continued on page 20
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she built the room around the modern style cast-stone fireplace. “It was 
the first thing I chose, so then I knew I was going to have a white scheme 
with touches of black and grey,” she says. “What I love about the white 
and the touches of black is that they have very special properties. They 
intensify any other colour they’re with and add a touch of elegance.”  

Rich chocolate brown hardwood flooring connects the living room, dining 
area and solarium, which easily accommodates a piano.

consistent look. Other than that, they were asked to create something 
along the lines of “transitional-contemporary.” 

“It was quite fascinating when we sat down and looked at the colours 
everybody was going to use, how unbelievably consistent they were from 
room to room,” says Mills. Indeed one wouldn’t know the home involved 
so many different design chiefs as each room blends seamlessly with the 
other, from main floor to second floor to basement. 

One incredible element that unifies the look of the home is the 
stairwell. A spectacular Realstone feature wall from Merkley Supply 
Ltd., which extends from the finished basement all the way up to the 
inviting second level, can be seen through the simple open-risers.

To the right of the foyer is a sophisticated living room by Linda Nolan 
of Linda Nolan Interiors, which features creamy white furnishings from 
Polanco Furniture with accents in aubergine, lime and silver. Nolan says Continued on page 22

LEFT: A fully integrated fridge and top-of-the-line 
stainless steel appliances are the stars of this kitchen.

 
INSET LEFT: High-gloss white lacquer cabinetry, white 

quartz counter tops and a subtle detailed back-splash are 
beautifully contrasted against dark walnut wood. 

 
RIGHT: Rich chocolate brown hardwood flooring connects 

the living room, dining area and solarium.
 

INSET RIGHT: Delicate crystal pendants from the dining 
room chandelier (Multi Luminaire) reflect the home’s 

beautiful natural light.
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The heart of the main floor, in every sense, is the kitchen, designed by 
Freidemann Weinhardt. It features an island with breakfast bar, separate 
eating area and tons of storage space. High-gloss white lacquer cabinetry, 
white quartz counter tops and a subtle detailed back-splash from Euro 
Ceramics are beautifully contrasted against the dark walnut wood that 
holds an array of Miele appliances, including a fully integrated fridge, range 
hood, two ovens, dishwasher, and even a built-in coffee system.  

Weinhardt says he is pleased with the overall effect of the kitchen. “I’d 
really like to have the chance to make a meal in here,” he laughs.

Beyond the kitchen is a large family room designed by Penny 
Southam of Southam Design. The room is decorated in creamy 
hues with brown and turquoise accents. A delicate crystal pendant 
chandelier suspended from the vaulted ceiling plays off the abstract 
artwork by Jean Jewer. Plenty of natural light streams through the 
large windows donated by Loewen Windows and a second fireplace 
can be enjoyed for gatherings on cool autumn days.

The home features another perfect gathering space in the basement. 
Created by Norm Lecuyer of Just Basements, the space includes a cosy 

Continued on page 24

The master bedroom design incorporates 
subtle arts and crafts influences.

 
BELOW: A palette of soft creams and turquoise 

gives a relaxing feel to this bedroom.
 

TOP RIGHT: A spectacular Realstone feature 
wall, which extends from the finished basement 

all the way up to the second level, can be seen 
through the simple open-risers. 

 
BOTTOM RIGHT: The home features another 

comfortable gathering place in the basement.
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ABOVE: Pictured are the volunteer designers responsible for 
transforming the interior of The Gift Home. (Left to Right) Marianne 

Dupont, Friedemann Weinhardt, Penny Southam, Haley Fiorenza, 
Norm Lecuyer, Linda Nolan, Karyn Watson, Carrie Colton, Yvonne 

Potter, Gord Weima, (standing left to right) Dean Large, Chuck Mills 
and André Godin. Seated on floor at left of table is Carolyn Munro and 

at right of table is Amy Talbot.

OPPOSITE: Home donor Marilyn Vavasour is surrounded by
The Gift Home planning committee. Pictured left to right are

Friedemann Weinhardt, Melissa Clark, Gord Weima, Marilyn Vavasour, 
(continuing front row) Donna Hicks, Shirley Brown, Amy Talbot, (back 

row left to right) Linda Nolan, Myra McKeen and Chuck Mills.

sitting area with its own fireplace, a wine cellar, wet bar and an open area 
that could easily accommodate a pool table. There is also a convenient full 
bathroom and exercise room further down the hall.

The house also features a smart home system donated by TriVista 
Smart Homes, which allows the occupant to control heating/cooling, 
lighting, security and even the entertainment system through an ipad or 
smart phone. 

The home’s second level has a master bedroom with en suite and 
three gorgeous rooms.  

The master bedroom, designed by Chuck Mills to incorporate subtle 
arts and crafts influences, features a full wall of white cabinetry donated 
by Deslauriers Custom Cabinets and a warm palette of taupes with 
hints of autumn red.  

Two of the secondary bedrooms are connected by a Jack and Jill 
bathroom. Carolyn Munro of Carolyn Munro Design Inc. used a palette 
of soft creams and turquoise for one room while the other features a 
palette of chocolate brown and greens. The second floor also features a 
convenient laundry room, smartly designed by André Godin Design. 

Public viewing of the Gift Home will begin this fall, after which it will 
be placed for sale. And that’s when the ripple effect will continue. Donna 
Hicks says if all goes according to plan, the sale of The Gift Home will 
allow Habitat for Humanity to house 10 working families. “That would 
be something that would usually take years of fundraising to accomplish.” 
she says.  OH

For more information on The Gift Home visit habitatgifthome.com.

Project manager of the 
Habitat for Humanity Gift Home
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