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When he designed 
and built it eight years 
ago, Michael Ayoub’s 
contemporary Greely 
home was the housing 
equivalent of a flying 
car or a robot butler. 
It represented a vision 
of the future. 

This stately home buzzes with contemporary chic, 
enveloped in crisp design choices and clean lines. It’s very 
much reflective of today’s most sophisticated styles, but 
Michael made all these choices very consciously years ago.

President and owner of Timberville Developments, 
Michael counts his current home among other numerous 
design projects, including custom builds and extensive 
renovations. He specializes in urban development and 
construction project management and takes an active role 
in both the design and selection of finishes. 

He admits jokingly that he initially endured some 
good-natured teasing from friends about some of his 
design choices, as you do when you move into unfamiliar 
territory. For example, the Arriscraft blocks that stack the 
exterior of the home are clean, crisp and sizeable. He jokes 

that his friends wondered if he was building some sort of 
commercial building, like a bank.

Michael knew exactly what he was doing. The clean 
exterior lines serve as a base for the design thread that 
connects the whole house. He designed the exterior 
to have a commercial feel, but not old commercial. “I 
wanted to design and build something to transition 
between commercial and contemporary but still 
maintain a warm feel.”

The look continues up the front walk to an impressive, 
oversize custom-made front door (Marlboro Windows 
and Doors). “The front door is the first thing you see, and 
we didn’t want something off the shelf. It offers privacy, but 
lets the light in as well.” 

The preference for clean lines and angular visuals is 

The open-concept main floor has hardwood 
flooring from Hunt Club Flooring + Decor 
and a fireplace from Ambassador HVAC. 
BELOW LEFT: The exterior of the home shows 
Timberville Developments’ work.

Continued on page 33
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present in every room and in every detail, from 
ceilings to furniture to finishes. He explains 
his philosophy: “Make your space a pleasure to 
live or work in. Clean crisp lines make us feel 
upbeat, focused and positive, which is greatly 
impacted by our immediate surroundings.”

This four-bedroom, 4,000 sq. ft. home that 
Michael shares with his wife and three children 
doesn’t just look modern. It is modern in the 
literal, technological sense of the word. The 
home is fully automated and allows Michael to 

control the security system, cameras, fireplace, 
thermostat (Ambassador HVAC Inc.), 
garage doors, music and lighting (Marchand 
Lighting + Electrical). For Michael, this tech 
is cool, but it’s more about having the ability to 
simplify life for his busy family.

Michael’s favourite room is the sizeable 
great room, which sits aside an open concept 
galley kitchen, with rich, dark shaker 
style cabinetry (Astro Design Centre), 
sleek hardware (Astro) and white quartz 

countertops (StoneSense), providing a nice 
contrast in colour. He likes the great room 
because it is positioned in the middle of the 
house and provides a view from every angle.

Light pours in through banks of windows 
and spreads out along dark hardwood floors 
(Hunt Club Flooring + Decor) which 
cover most of the first floor. A focal point in 
the great room is a two-storey, see-through 
floating stone Napoleon fireplace (Cultured 
Stone Creations).

ABOVE LEFT: An additional seating area 
off of the living room completes the space. 
LEFT: The entranceway opens into the large 
area. The stairs with railings from Aleika 
Stairs and Rails lead to the floors above and 
below. ABOVE: The children and dogs enjoy 
the open space. 

Continued on page 34
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The wide, tall windows (Marlboro 
Windows & Doors) are not just conduits for 
light and air. They are a distinct design choice. 
Their clean lines frame multiple vistas of the 
outdoors, the serene lanai and man-made lake 
that abuts their sizeable backyard. “There is 
nothing like having architectural elements 
that allow your indoor living to expand and 
blend with the outdoor space,” says Michael. 
“By keeping the front and back patios at the 
same elevation as the living area, I created one 
giant living space. Even on a rainy day, we can 
live practically without walls and enjoy the 
outdoors on our 600 sq. ft. lanai.”

Michael is also keenly aware of the role of 
supportive design elements that slide together 
to provide an essential backdrop to amplify 
the impact of the design. For instance, almost 
the entire home is done in the same soft and 
neutral paint colour (Sherwin-Williams, Eider 
White), which he has used in most of the 
homes that he’s built or renovated, because 
of its sophisticated simplicity. Similarly, he’s 
used wide, neutral tiles (Astro Design Centre) 
in the master bathroom.

Michael believes that colour shouldn’t 
come from the walls, which can actually serve 
to box the space in, but rather should come 
from strategic accessories and accents, placed 
around a room to draw the eye and create that 
sense of colour in a more subtle fashion.

ABOVE: The stylish 
kitchen boasts 
countertops from 
StoneSense. TOP 
RIGHT: A sneak peek 
into the powder room. 
RIGHT: A small dining 
area overlooks the 
water. OPPOSITE: The 
fresh kitchen leads into 
the large dining room.

Continued on page 38
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The dining area features a built-in 
hutch and wine racks, leaving the 
floor space for guests.

ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 5   |  3736  |  ourhomes   F A L L  2 0 1 5

home & builder



He’s accomplished just that by utilizing oversize paintings from 
local artist Frank Milo. One with warm rust and yellows hangs 
in the dining room. In the great room, another of Milo’s paintings 
with soft lines and calming blues hangs between the windows. It’s 
strategic in the sense that it draws the eye, but also splits the space 
between the great room and the raised living room without requiring a 
physical separation.

“A home should be unique, practical and something to be proud 
of,” says Michael. “Combining familiar components, functionality and 
personal taste create something more than just a house.”   

What is perhaps most interesting about this home is the way in 
which Michael was able to precisely match his finishes and design to 
reflect the evolution of his work from nearly a decade ago to today.  OH

LEFT AND BOTTOM RIGHT: The sleek en suite bathroom 
provides a relaxing place. BELOW: The covered outdoor 
area is perfect for all seasons. BOTTOM LEFT: A boy’s 
bedroom is nothing without some Lego!

 info@timberville.ca

Timberville recognizes that the process of building 
a custom home can be quite daunting and 
overwhelming for many people. That is why we 
provide expert project management, consulting 
& design advice regardless of your project 
stage. Our role as project manager can help 
make the process easier by coordinating all the 
necessary elements required for building a 
custom home. Our role in Project Management 
varies depending on each customers unique 
needs.  To better understand our comprehensive 
approach please contact timberville today for a 
free evaluation.

Custom Home Development and Project Management

urban development
project management

·  Custom Home & Infill Development
·  Project Management
·  Home Renovations

Timberville provides project management, consulting 
& design service regardless the stage of your project. 
We make the process seamless by coordinating all 
the necessary elements for a custom build, home 
renovation or special project.
Our role varies depending on each customer’s unique 
needs. To better understand our comprehensive 
approach, please contact Timberville today for a free 
evaluation.
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BARWOOD
FLOORING
ONE MAIN LOCATION TO SERVE YOU:
155 Colonnade Road S, NEPEAN  |  T: 613-225-0296
www.barwoodflooring.com
 

of  
Flooring  

Excellence

“Flooring for life.”

Celebrating 50 years of excellence,  
Barwood Flooring is Ottawa’s Premier  
leading flooring specialist. 
Our Showroom, located in Nepean,  
will mesmerize you with a wide array of the 
finest quality of flooring selections such as 
HARDWOOD, CORK, LAMINATE, LEATHER, 
HAND-SCRAPED, ENGINEERED, VINYL,  
STAIR REFACING to reflect your home’s 
sophistication and to suit every style and 
budget. Our sales consultants are highly 
knowledgeable with our products and will 
respond to any of your questions.  
Estimates are FREE.  
Our warehouse is a humidity-controlled 
environment, unique in Ontario. 

Mirage - Dark Leaf White Oak - Flair Collection
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