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TThe picturesque neighbourhood of 
Faircrest Heights was originally built in 
the south end of Ottawa in the 1950s. 
By today’s residential standards, it’s a 
throwback to a time when wide streets 
were essential for active outdoorsy 
kids to run, bike and play. Plentiful 
pines and mature maples occupy the 
streetscape and backyards. There’s a 
distinct feeling of Canadiana here that 
is undeniable. Continued on page 51
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As president and co-owner of Renfrew-based 
Deslaurier Custom Cabinets Inc., the kitchen 
is nothing short of stunning (tiles from Saltillo 
Ottawa and Cambria countertop from Urban 
Quarry) and creates a great area for family 
and friends to gather around the large farm 
table. OPPOSITE: Denis loves wine, and this 
can be seen by the spectacular wine room 
from Capital Cellars which specially designed 
the room and millwork, installed a custom 
climate control system, LED lighting and 
custom glass door.
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For Denis Staples, that feeling wasn’t going to be lost when he 
embarked on his home renovation project. Having grown up in the 
neighbourhood when his parents bought the home, a ranch-style split 
level, in 1973, Denis felt an obligation to respect the heritage of the 
community and the neighbouring bungalows when he purchased the 
house from his parents in 2004. 

As the president and co-owner of Renfrew-based Deslaurier 
Custom Cabinets Inc., Denis knows a lot about maximizing space 
for both beauty and functionality, and his home easily doubles as a 
showcase for the artistry of his company’s work. 

“We are very easy going, down-to-earth people,” Denis says of 
his young nuclear family, including wife Julie, children Nicolas, 8, 
and Alexandre, 5, as well as 14-year old pooches, Rosie and Elsa. “I 
didn’t want people driving by going, ‘Oh my god, look at that huge 

chateau,’” Denis says laughing. “A big house just wouldn’t fit in this 
neighbourhood.” 

The craftsman-style exterior by architect Chuck Mills (Chuck 
Mills Residential Design & Development Inc.) harkens back to 
that beautiful, simpler time – but with a gorgeous contemporary flair. 
It perfectly blends into its surroundings while simultaneously making a 
curbside statement for its sheer artistry. 

“What started many years ago as a renovation eventually morphed 
into an Arts and Crafts inspired custom home,” Chuck says. “I wanted 
the home to not only meet all of the needs of Denis and Julie’s growing 
family and how they wished to live, but also remain sensitive to this 
older neighbourhood. I know they love their unique new home and as 
their designer I’m extremely proud of it as well.”

In lieu of adding a second storey, Denis chose to excavate and 

Continued on page 52

A beautiful glass-topped table, coffered ceilings and dark accents 
create a modern dining room. OPPOSITE TOP: The upstairs living 
area expands from the kitchen and overlooks the pool and hot tub in 
the garden. OPPOSITE RIGHT: The two family dogs relax and enjoy 
the comfortable surroundings. FAR RIGHT: A perfectly organized 
family mudroom is complete with nooks for each family member and 
a separate washer and dryer for messy days.
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lay a new foundation – deciding to spend the savings on finishes 
for the home instead. With 10-foot ceilings and 2,000 square feet of 
living space on the upper level, they realized they had a lot to gain by 
maximizing the space below and raising the bungalow. 

With radiant heated flooring, nine-foot ceilings and the same 
footprint as the main floor, locating their five-star hotel-worthy master 
bedroom on the lower level was an easy concession. The windows from 
the master provide lots of natural light and looks out onto the creamy 
limestone pool and hot tub by DX Pools & Landscaping and the 
beautifully landscaped backyard by Beyond the House. Immediately 
upon entering the bedroom, your eye is drawn to the beautiful custom-
made walnut platform bed and built-in side tables by Renfrew-based 
furniture maker and Deslaurier employee Scott McInnis. A crafty 
sliding barn door by Deslaurier leads to a snug office with cabinets of 
reconstituted veneer, while a sizeable walk-in closet keeps everything 
orderly and beautifully displayed. The en suite bath is breathtaking 
with Silestone countertops and a bottomless soaker tub you would be 
hard-pressed to ever want to leave. 

While Denis considered himself a traditionalist when it came to 
style, it was a trip to Cologne, Germany three years ago that inspired 
a new-found love for ultra-modern interior design. At a kitchen show 
in Germany, Denis fell in love with high-gloss finishes paired with 
contrasting rustic flavours. The two distinct styles in one space spoke 
to Denis and solidified the type of interior design he knew he wanted to 
achieve back home.

OPPOSITE LEFT: The master bedroom is set in the 
lower level where windows were created to add natural 
light. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: A walk-in wardrobe sits at 
the end of the en suite bathroom. RIGHT: The stand 
alone tub is a place to relax in the en suite. BELOW 
AND RIGHT BOTTOM: A sliding door moves to reveal 
Denis’s office in the master bedroom.

Continued on page 54
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Working with trusted long-time Deslaurier 
colleague and designer Gina Godin, Denis 
was able to stay hands-on without being 
overwhelmed by the project because he could 
let go and allow Gina to bring his vision to life. 

“They were dream clients, who allowed me 
to create a very family-friendly environment, 
while still maintaining an upscale and very 
adult living space,” says Gina. The wide 
live-sawn country oak plank floor from 
Gaylord Hardwood Flooring skillfully 
captures the rustic roots Denis wanted, while 
Dove White paint from Benjamin Moore 
and the modern lines of the cabinetry (all 
from Deslaurier), coffer ceilings in the dining 
room, and clean furnishings from the likes 
of UK Design Studio bring sophistication 
to the space. The two contrasting styles are 
effortlessly harmonious. 

Deslaurier Custom Cabinets is famous 
for kitchens, so it’s no surprise that Denis’s 
favourite place in his home is there. It’s where 
the bold European look he envisioned comes 
to stylish and inviting life with its sleek, glossy 
acrylic and glistening white selections (with 
a back splash from Saltillo Ottawa and 
Cambria stone from Urban Quarry). The 
matte black Viking range from Universal 

TOP LEFT AND TOP RIGHT: The large room in the lower level is the family’s space to watch movies
and play some indoor hockey, complete with mini nets and sticks. Whole-home heating is from Luc 
Guibord of Parent Heating. MIDDLE RIGHT: The laundry room in the basement is perfectly placed. 
ABOVE: Denis has two boys, both hockey fans, as you can see with Spartty in the corner. 

Continued on page 56

Wine Cellars For

1160 BEAVERWOOD RD., MANOTICK MEWS

613-447-6030 | CAPITALCELLARS.CA

 WINE CELLARS & CLIMATE CONTROL

DESIGN & BUILD

For an estimate on your
new home design or

renovation project, call
613-825-0548 or email

info@cmillsdesign.com

For 20 years, people have called on Chuck Mills Residential Design 
& Development to design the new home of their dreams.

It’s the start of a relationship built on trust, and one that consistently 
leads to highly satisfied clients and award-winning results.

Trust.

Tour our online gallery of past projects at cmillsdesign.com
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Appliances and the matching custom range hood anchor the space. 
Warming the room is rift-cut white oak cabinetry and a chunky, rustic 
alder harvest table with benches all custom-stained a masculine dark 
grey. Creative lighting selections, like the turn-of-the-century-inspired 
exposed wire lights sourced by Hera Arevian of Arevco Lighting, 
are thoughtful, imaginative choices that spark lively conversations 
around mealtime or over a glass of wine. Her playful selections can be 
found throughout the home. 

From the kitchen, you might think you were at an upscale 
restaurant with the view of a 700 bottle wine room also made of rustic 
alder and showcasing vintages behind a sizeable sparkling glass door. 
Fittingly, a whimsical general-store pantry with bead-board trim 
discreetly conceals groceries just next door. 

It’s evident that Nicolas and Alexandre were always top of mind 
during the planning and design stage. Gina worked with the boys to 

make their bedrooms unique. Cosy Pottery Barn Kids beds, plenty 
of open space to play and bold colour choices provide the perfect 
backdrop for imaginations to soar. 

“Measure twice, and cut once,” the old proverb goes. Denis took 
those words to heart when undertaking his custom-built home by being 
strategic and planning with purpose. “I’m sensitive to the importance 
of good design. I’m also a long-term planner and a very symmetrical 
thinker,” Denis says of his approach. “I thought about my two boys 
getting older and having their friends over. The home needed to be 
beautiful but also comfortable and welcoming. I didn’t want a museum 
where people were afraid to touch things.” 

Museum? No. But the home could be used in design schools as 
a lesson on strategic planning, knowing your clients and creating a 
livable, beautiful space with substance and style that can stand the 
test of time.  OH

RIGHT: The boys’ own 
living room complete with 
customized chairs, TV and 
desk. BELOW LEFT: The 
shark theme continues into 
the bathroom. BELOW 
RIGHT: The second boy’s 
room completes the set. 
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INNOVATION  
MEETS  
INSPIRATION 
As the leading innovator in natural stone 

surfaces, Cambria® has just added six 

stunning new selections. Plus, look for 

additional designs to come this fall to give 

you more than 120 decorating options. 

Find fresh inspiration and a dealer near 

you at CambriaCanada.com/Ottawa.
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