
Wooden floors, 
furniture, unique 
décor... we all 
have something 
in our homes 
made of the hard 
stuff. We talk 
to four talented 
business owners 
and managers 
in Ottawa about 
working with 
wood.

 IT’S
 ALL WOOD
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What makes your business stand 
out? Our company has grown over 
the past 30 years plus, primarily based 
on word of mouth. This means that 
we care about each customer equally 
and we ensure that we maintain our 
unequalled customer service from 
start to completion of all our projects. 
We are able to blend traditional 
wood staircases with metal or glass 
detailing. With over 30 years in the 
industry, we have the experience, 
knowledge and expertise to bring our 
customers’ visions to reality.

What’s your most unique piece? 
One of our most unique pieces is the 
blending of metal, wood and glass. 
It joins the cold feel of steel with the 
warmth of wood. By adding glass to 
these elements, it allows for a more 
open concept and modern look. We 
recognize the modern trend of square 
angles and open concept looks, but in 
a house, the warmth of wood turns a 
house into a home.

Why work with wood? Wood adds 
an element of warmth and natural 
aspect to all modern projects. The 

trend lately has been a steel and 
commercial look. But this typically 
uses more tile and steel. Wood 
brings that natural aspect to your 
project and reduces the cold feeling 
that is associated with commercial 
design. Metal is typically a machine 
manufactured product, whereas wood 
is manipulated by a true craftsman, 
sanded by hand and cut and 
sometimes carved by hand. Machines 
may be perfect, but often it’s the slight 
imperfections by a craftsman that 
gives a project its unique character.

DANIEL SPRAGUE
Sales Manager, Ottawa Valley Handrailing Company Ltd.

youtube.com/greenmarkbuilders 

613.898.5940
greenmarkbuilders.com

Building homes on the 
strongest foundation.

Trust.

Custom Homes  
Designed for Living.

Built for Life.

499 Terry Fox Dr., Kanata ON
613-271-9001

www.myhome.ca

Love
 
the way  

you live!

1984Installing handrails  
in the Greater Ottawa region 

for over 30 years.

 new home builds | home renovations

613.727.0680
ottawavalleyhandrailing.ca

 
Come visit our showroom at 165 Colonnade Rd. S.
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KEN MCKAY 
Owner, Furniture Affairs

What’s unique about Furniture Affairs? Furniture Affairs is Ottawa’s only one-stop furniture shop 
providing refinishing, upholstery, furniture repair and custom manufacturing of all types of home 
furnishings. We specialize in refurbishing furniture first and foremost to keep it out of the landfill. 

What’s your favourite piece? My favourite piece is still our signature Ottawa River (log), “wooden” 
boardroom table in the Ottawa Convention Centre’s executive board room. We made the most exotic 
table from logs pulled out of the river after 150 years. It’s Canada newest heritage furniture! What 
can you do with donated wood? We will take any piece of quality furniture you don’t want anymore 
to guarantee its long life and to keep it in circulation for decades to come by up-cycling it to current 
trends. We only use what shouldn’t be wasted. Continued on page 40

Looking for both the convenience of  
in-town living and a spacious country atmosphere?

You have arrived.

info@luxarthomes.com            www.LuxartHomes.com              613-253-7571

Visit our Model Home in Maggie’s Place, 107 William Hay Dr., Saturday & Sunday 12-4

 

1.5-3 acre lots on the edge of Carleton Place
Hardwood, ceramics, 9’ ceilings and stunning design

Many models include a three car garage in the base price
20 minutes from Scotiabank Place

Homes from $449,900 
 (includes lot & HST) South off of Hwy #7 onto Hwy #15  

Right onto 10th line, left into Maggie’s Place
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MARIO FALCONE 
Owner, Barwood Flooring

What’s amazing about Barwood? We are 
the oldest hardwood company in Ottawa, and 
are exclusive to the top brands in the industry. 
Plus, I think we have the friendliest and most 
knowledgeable staff.

What’s your favourite wood for flooring? Maple 
right now is the in thing. Colour-wise, it is between 
dark brown and grey.

How easy is it to work with wood? Depends. 
If you get a product that is milled properly and 
stored in a controlled environment it can be very 
easy, just time consuming. Where we see people 
run into issues is when they get a product that is 
poorly milled, stored outside or in a un-acclimatized 
warehouse. They wonder why the boards are warped 
or have a very high waste ratio. 

NORMAN PIROLLO 
Owner, Refind Edge Design

What makes your business different? I started Refined Edge 
Design to create unique, one-of-a-kind furniture following the style 
known as mid-century modern. I was drawn to this style of furniture, 
which features clean lines and is typically unadorned or embellished. 
The designs are timeless. Over time, I have added another component 
to Refined Edge Design by investing considerable time in the design 
of contemporary furniture pieces. I derive enjoyment in the process 
of sketching or using CAD to design furniture, then creating actual 
prototypes. The back and forth process of fleshing out designs is 
particularly exciting to me. My business is different in the sense that 
the work I generate is fairly unique, leading edge and either one-of-a-
kind or low volume.

What’s your favourite piece? My favourite piece is a cabinet I 
created as commissioned work. I wanted this particular piece to 
feature a selection of highly figured veneer slices I had obtained. So I 
went to town on this piece, which was a cabinet on a stand. I applied 
the highly figured veneers to the vertical surfaces of the cabinet and 
oriented the veneers to have the grain match the sides and front of the 
cabinet. After applying a clear finish to the cabinet, the effect was wild 
and stunning; so much so that I named the cabinet “Chaotic Cabinet.”

Why work with wood? I liked that the possibilities of working 
with wood are fairly endless where every piece of wood has its unique 
characteristics. The journey of a few planks of wood converted into a 
furniture piece continues to amaze me even after 20 years of working 
with wood.  OH

ACCREDITED
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®

BARWOOD
FLOORING
ONE MAIN LOCATION TO SERVE YOU:
155 Colonnade Road S, NEPEAN  |  T: 613-225-0296
www.barwoodflooring.com
 

of  
Flooring  

Excellence

“Flooring for life.”

Celebrating 50 years of excellence,  
Barwood Flooring is Ottawa’s Premier  
leading flooring specialist. 
Our Showroom, located in Nepean,  
will mesmerize you with a wide array of the 
finest quality of flooring selections such as 
HARDWOOD, CORK, LAMINATE, LEATHER, 
HAND-SCRAPED, ENGINEERED, VINYL,  
STAIR REFACING to reflect your home’s 
sophistication and to suit every style and 
budget. Our sales consultants are highly 
knowledgeable with our products and will 
respond to any of your questions.  
Estimates are FREE.  
Our warehouse is a humidity-controlled 
environment, unique in Ontario. 

Mirage Red Oak Charcoal – Admiral Collection
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