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The homeowners love the 
streamlined look of the 
built-in appliances.
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IIn a small home, there is emphasis 
on clever storage to create more 
home and enhance livability. 
When your space is large, as it is 
in Jason and Cindy Allen’s 3,600 
sq. ft. Stittsville home, the aim 
of organizing available space 
is different. It’s about altering 
perception to make your design 
more fluid and offering efficiencies 
that simplify your life. In this 
thoughtful home, everything has 
its place, literally.

The open flow of the living area and kitchen creates a 
space for the whole family to enjoy. LEFT: Jason Allen, 
homeowner and owner of Tailored Living of Ottawa.

Jason and Cindy, and their two children Mackenzie, 11, and Colton, 
10, have busy lives typical of many suburban families, which Jason 
in part credits for his appreciation and need for organized space. As 
the owner of custom storage solution company Tailored Living of 
Ottawa, he brings his work home with him every day. And as this 
home reveals, organization is not simply about having tidy closets; 
it’s also about enmeshing storage solutions into the overall design, as 
well as creating a supportive backdrop to really appreciate the other 
design elements.

The family moved from a large acreage property to this Tamarack 
home in 2012. While they favour the amenities and neighbourhood vibe 

that village living in Stittsville provides, they also like green space and 
privacy, which can be a tall order when it comes to higher density living.

In terms of creating a private sanctuary, the Allens have taken 
some obvious steps, like lush landscaping (Fallowfield Tree Farm, 
Richmond Nursery), elegant interlock (Davis Landscape & 
Design) and pool (Pool Builders).

Moving inside, there are subtle design elements that feed into the 
décor but also create a sense of physical separation, although the Allens 
are very much fused within the family-friendly community of Jackson 
Trails, like wide slatted California shutters (Westboro Flooring & 
Decor Inc) on the windows (Jeld-Wen Windows & Doors) and an 

ornate half-moon (Glass Expression) insert on the front door, which 
quietly adds colour and texture to the space, while placing a layer 
between the family and the world outside. 

There is an acute awareness of wide-open space and of directed 
vision towards certain key décor and design elements; focal points pop, 
like chunky, luxe light fixtures on the main floor (The Electrical & 
Plumbing Store) and a slick fireplace with stainless-steel trim and 
broken glass insert (The Fireplace Center & Patio Shop).

Mindful of the overall design of the wide-open kitchen, and 
sensitive to the symmetrical sightline that the space provides, the 
Allens created space within a space with built-in appliances.

Continued on page 51
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 “We’d always wanted built-in appliances,” explains Jason. “We 
knew that the kitchen is one room that you really get your value back. 
We liked the more streamlined look of built-in appliances.” 

The sizeable Jenn-Air refrigerator (all appliances from Universal 
Appliances) blends innocuously into the rest of the cabinetry 
(Muskoka Cabinet Company) lending a seamless appeal to the 
design. Another clever stow-away item: the hood fan on the island 
cooktop, which rises out of the counter when needed. The island, Jason 
says, is a major hub for their busy family.

Another smart feature is the small beverage fridge that sits in the 
butler’s pantry, just off the kitchen, which frees up space in the main fridge.

It’s really interesting when design is innovative, not just for its 
aesthetic appeal, but when it evolves usage and presentation. Take the 
sizeable walk-in pantry, for example. 

Unlike a typical pantry, says Jason “you’ve got room on the shelves. 
It really makes the pantry work.”

Specifically, Jason (Tailored Living, Ottawa) added sliding 
baskets in the pantry that work well to house irregular shaped items. 
“It’s where you put objects that don’t stack well,” he explains. “You’ve 
always got to be moving things around. But with sliding baskets, you’ve 
got easy access. It’s a clean, easy-to-use solution.”

This chandelier adds 
sparkle to the dining room. 

The large dining area is ideal for family 
gatherings. OPPOSITE: The table is set 
for Thanksgiving dinner. 

Continued on page 52
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This is yet another instance where the concept of organization 
plays a subtle role in support to the overall design. It’s not just that 
tidiness and organization help keep an area clean; it helps promote 
the clean lines that define the décor elements that encapsulate the 
space. Even in the pantry, you’ve got stylish cabinetry with hard angled 
hardware (Richelieu Hardware), that make this utilitarian space 
pleasant to use and look at; it also keeps the design consistent with the 
elements present elsewhere in the home, proving a point: just because 
something is enclosed in a storage space doesn’t mean that you need to 
sacrifice style.

Jason paid particular attention to storage and design opportunities 
in his sizeable garage, which is a very commonly overlooked area of 
living space in a home. Creating garages that are coveted living spaces is 
something that Jason’s company specializes in.

Of special interest is the quartzite hybrid polymer decorative 
chip flooring, which is not only stylish and offers a visual so 
pleasing that you’d expect to see it within the heart of the home, it is 
highly functional.

Little details add 
personality in this home. 

An office space on the landing in between 
floors is both functional and relaxing. 

Continued on page 54 Our initial design consultation is always complimentary.
Contact The CPI Team of Decorating Den Interiors today
and let’s get started creating the home of your dreams!

Catherine Pulcine
OWNER/LEAD DESIGNER

613-599-5564
cpi.decoratingden.com

THE PREMIERE IN-HOME DECORATING SERVICE IN THE OTTAWA AREA

CUSTOM WINDOW TREATMENTS  I  FURNITURE  I  LIGHTING  I  KITCHEN & BATHS  I  ACCESSORIES

Westboro Showroom: 1000 Wellington Street West, Ottawa | 613 241 3873  
Showroom/Warehouse: 2437 Kaladar Avenue, Ottawa | 613 761 6264  

www.mostlydanish.com
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A warm master bedroom is complimented 
with an open, organised walk-in closet, which 
boasts a custom design for storage. 

“It’s brighter, cleaner and just looks nicer. With your traditional 
garage-floor coatings, you pass a broom, but the floor doesn’t really 
get clean. With this type of floor, you pass a broom once and it’s clean, 
much like a tile floor. It’s almost self-cleaning,” says Jason. The garage 
also features thoughtful wall storage, and custom cabinets with 
a bronze finish.

The fusion of fashion and function continues up to the master 
bedroom, where their walk-in closet is decked out with another custom 
storage solution. In addition to the usual storage suspects, like jewelry 
drawers, storage drawers for socks, valet rods, built-in hampers and 
pull-out tie racks, what really makes this space sing is the elevated 
detail to visual design, like upgraded moulding and attention to the 
colour palette, so that it ties in with the rest of the neutrals in the home.

Continued on page 56

Only Gliding Shelf Solutions create 
custom, made-in-Canada, pull out 
shelves for your existing cabinets. 
Make the most of the space in your 
kitchen, bathrooms, pantry and under 
sinks. Organize, increase space and put 
everything at your fingertips, all within 
your budget.

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

613.248.8448
www.eclinnovations.com

ECL Innovations is the Authorized Dealer for  
Gliding Shelf Solutions in the Ottawa Area

Transform your
exisiting cabinets
with custom
pull-out shelves.

Save 15% with the Healthy Homes
Renovation Tax Credit for Seniors 65+

CULTURED STONE  
NATURAL STONE

BRICK VENEER 
FAUX STONE SIDING

Hardwood • Engineered
Laminate • Luxury Vinyl 

Bamboo • Cork 
 Stairs • Tiles • Granite

Ottawa’s Choice for Flooring             

lightweight stone veneer for life...

50 Colonnade Road, Ottawa ON
Tel. (613) 688-2080

SHOWROOM OPEN TO HOMEOWNERS, DESIGNERS, BUILDERS, CONTRACTORS & RENOVATORS

www.xpressionfloors.ca            www.stoneselex.comwww.xpressionfloors.ca            www.stoneselex.com
Check out our new website!
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Lush landscaping provides the 
perfect entrance to this warm and 
inviting home. 

This home is rife with subtle 
tweaks that completely change 
not only the use of the space, 
but your whole perception of 
it. When you are presented 
with that new point of view, 
you are not only struck by the 
genius of the function, but also 
with the simplicity of these 
bright ideas.  OH

These rock geese add 
a touch of whimsy to 
the landscape.

 

Each CertaPro Painters® business is independently owned and operated.

CAA Members SAVE 5%* and earn 5% back in CAA Dollars® on all painting projects.

613-701-0701
OTTAWA.CERTAPRO.COM

Schedule now and enjoy a great new look in time for the holidays.

IS PAINTING ON YOUR
TO-DO LIST?

® CAA, CAA logo and CAA Dollars trademarks owned by, and use is authorized by, the Canadian Automobile Association. ™ CAA Rewards, CAA 
Discounts used by the Canadian Automobile Association. *Some conditions apply.

Working with each customer, from planning  
to installation, providing a hands-on personalized 

experience and the highest quality window  
and door products available on the market.

WE DON’T JUST SELL  
WINDOWS & DOORS...
WE SELL SOLUTIONS

854 Boyd Avenue, Ottawa     Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 - 5:00
Phone: 613-728-0888     ottawawindowworks.ca

Photo by Christopher Simmonds Architect

Let Tailored Living design your space and bring the order you need to your home 
today with custom home organization solutions tailored to the way you live. 

613.225.5218 www.tailoredliving.com
www.premiergarage.com
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