
F John aims to be as green as possible using recycled glass in his 
pieces to add an environmentally friendly component, colourful design 
and beautiful finish. All of the glass is locally sourced from recycled 
champagne, wine and beer bottles, and other local finds. “I’ve used 
shattered bus shelter glass about a dozen times in different projects for 
clients,” says John.

 The cement is also sourced locally from Ontario however, it’s not as 
carbon neutral as he would like. To offset the carbon footprint generated 
during cement manufacture, John collects and filters his waste water so 
it can be recycled back into the concrete mixing process.

 Most of John’s clients are well informed before going to his workshop. 
They’ve read and researched concrete surface use, its durability and its 
limitations. Similar to quartz and granite, you cannot cut directly on 
countertops and as well, some surface maintenance is required from 
time to time.

 John says folks often assume concrete to be inexpensive in comparison 
to granite, however pricing can be comparable. “The difference in the cost 
is tied up in material with granite and quartz.” However, for his pieces 
the installation is unique and each product is custom-made for the client, 
which may require more consultation and design work.

 Many of his orders are for custom bathroom vanities, which is a favourite 
of John’s as he finds people tend to be more artistic. “People tend to have 
a little more fun in the privacy of their washroom, as opposed to their 
kitchen,” he says. John advises his clients to enjoy their home, to be creative.

 John’s work stands out not only due to the unique designs, but also 
the bold range of colours available.  

Clients can opt for plain grey or they can have fun with concrete. 
He offers pieces in light chocolate, gumby green, and midnight blue. 
His colour palette ranges from salmon and brick red, to cobalt blue and 
everything in between. With concrete, and a little imagination, almost 
any shape of counter and colour can be created.

“Everybody has an idea what concrete looks like until they come to 
the shop and find out what you can do.”  OH

Fun and creative might not be the words 
that spring to mind when thinking about designing with concrete, but 
John Farley’s workshop, Threshold Design, proves all you need is a little 
imagination. 

John has been working with concrete for the past five years at his 
shop in Pakenham, where he makes custom pieces for residential clients, 
designers and builders. He transformed his former home into a workshop 
that is full of unique and colourful vanities, furniture, fireplace surrounds, 
tiles and kitchen counters. 

John, an artisan, fabricator and installer of concrete, has also worked 
as an architectural designer for 30 years and takes his inspiration from 
the craftsman style, Japanese culture, as well as American architect and 
designer Frank Lloyd Wright. His workshop is a quirky space (visitors 
will notice the “man cave” sign) and his products belie the myth that 
concrete is boring. Beyond slabs, he moulds for kitchens, bathrooms, 
boardroom tables, barbecue surfaces and bar tops. In fact, his portfolio 

includes garden stones in bold shades, modern side tables, as well as 
furniture pieces, including a funky lounge chair made with Perrier bottles 
sitting atop concrete that he designed in school. “I want to make my 
workplace fun,” he says. 

Concrete has become increasingly popular for home renovations in 
recent years and is no longer relegated to highways and sidewalks. He first 
became interested in the idea of using the material when designing his 
own home. His wife Karen read about it in a magazine and they decided 
to use concrete for their staircases, kitchen island and other places in the 
house. After moving from Kanata to Pakenham, he set up a workshop at 
their home in their new picturesque setting where he and his daughter 
Madison toboggan down a hill to the school bus stop on winter mornings. 
John and his family lived in the home with an attached workshop for five 
years. The entire space is now a full workshop. He eventually decided 
to turn his hobby shop into a business, took the necessary training and 
started his own company. This is how Threshold Design was born. 
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