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To cross the threshold of Tamara and Anthony Fulmes’ Westboro Beach 
home is to step into an inviting urban oasis decorated with the art of 
Africa and the Middle East — treasures discovered during Anthony’s 
30-year career as a military officer. Walls accented with bold paintings 
and playful drawings add an eclectic statement to this late 1950s-era 
dwelling so that everywhere you look there is something to tell a visitor, 
“This is our house. We live here.”

And then you step into the freshly remodelled kitchen. If there were 
any lingering doubts about the creative derring-do of the home’s 
occupants, these are blown away in a colourful burst of ultra-modern 
kitchen chic that works brilliantly with the warm, rustic woodiness of 
the rest of the house. High-gloss black cabinets, striking red quartz 
countertops, stainless steel appliances, and a custom glass-art 
backsplash and other accents by Ottawa artist Delfina Falcão are all 
fused into a striking example of functional kitchen elegance.

“Being a farm girl from Saskatchewan, my kitchen has to have 
functionality,” says Tamara, who describes her former cramped kitchen 
space as disorganized and chaotic. “This works so well and yet I’m in 
love with it because it is so beautiful. It’s a working kitchen and my 
chaos is safely hidden.”

Tamara’s initial desire for the country-styled kitchen of her childhood 
vanished the moment she saw a modern demo kitchen at the Westend 
Bath and Kitchen Centre outfitted with black cabinets and a Delfina 
Falcão Designs glass backsplash. Anthony was already keen on the 
modern look, so it didn’t take much convincing to abandon visions of 
knotty pine and white countertops. 

O U R  H O M E S  S P E C I A L  A D V E R T I S I N G  F E A T U R E

w e s t e n d b a t h a n d k i t c h e n . c o m

Westend designer Rebecca Neale came recommended to work with 
the family specifically because of the eclectic nature of the home and 
the personalities involved.

“Anthony and Tamara are a very fun couple and are definitely not 
afraid of colour,” Rebecca says. “From a designer’s perspective it’s 
fun because you can push the envelope a bit. Tamara loves red, so we 
contrasted the dark cabinets against the red countertop for a funky 
ultra-modern look. We had a sample of a Delfina Falcão backsplash in 
the showroom and the Fulmes fell in love with it. They met with Delfina 
and she came up with some great custom creations for them.”

“We really put Rebecca to the test,” Tamara insists. “This is a house 
that loves art, so she had to create a functional kitchen for people who 
love to cook and yet wanted this ultra-modern design. Rebecca made 
good recommendations and made certain that we were sure about 
everything. Contractor Chris Harrington was amazing, and things came 
together. There’s a nice balance to everything. I love walking into my 
kitchen and thinking, how beautiful is this?” 

“I am so excited about how everything turned out,” Rebecca says. “The 
amount of storage and countertop space they now have makes this 
kitchen so much more functional. The modern look is exactly what they 
wanted, and it looks great.”

To see more funky or classic modern design possibilities, visit 
the Westend Bath and Kitchen Centre at 1660 Woodward Dr. or 
go online to www.westendbathandkitchen.com. If a home visit 
is your preference, call 613-226-7701 to make an appointment. 
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With the Tanger Outlets, Canadian Tire Centre and Kanata Centrum within 

easy distance, Minto Arcadia is your Kanata pad with downtown cred.

MintoArcadia.com

SALES CENTRE:  T:  613.788.2770  |  380 Huntmar Drive, Kanata

HOURS: Monday to Thursday: 12pm - 8pm  |  Friday closed  |  Weekends & Holidays: 11am - 6pm
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JJUST TWO YEARS AGO I was looking for a new adventure and 
I was lucky enough to become the editor of OUR HOMES The City of 
Ottawa. I have never looked back. Thank you for making these last two 
years wonderful. There is nothing like receiving emails from readers 
saying what they like about the magazine. For that I am truly grateful!

Spring is here, which means the snow is melting away and after a 
cold winter we can start to think about renovations, landscaping and 
the beautiful greenery that is just around the corner. We are here to 
help with our top gardening Style Picks, a kitchen company focus in our 
People feature, and a close up on Logs End in this issue’s Comfort Zone.

One thing I love about this job is visiting various homes across 
the city. The homes in this issue do not disappoint. From antiques to 
modern designs, our two homes have something for everyone.

All that is left to say is please sit back and enjoy your introduction 
to spring 2015!

Sarah Hoy, Managing Editor
sarahhoy@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us nationally @OurHomesMag
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Dare to dream big with beautiful 
Cambria® designs. As the leading
innovator in natural stone surfaces, 
Cambria offers 122 of the freshest, 
most beautiful selections to elegantly 
complement any style or decor.  
Get started on your new dream 
kitchen or bath today. Visit 
CambriaCanada.com/Ottawa to
find a dealer near you.

ELLESMERE™  

Coastal Collection™

editor’s note
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SSPRING IN OTTAWA. Soon we will head outside in the mild 
temperatures and the tulips will be in bloom! This is a wonderful time 
to live in the nation’s capital. I think we all are looking forward to 
sprucing up our homes inside and out while taking advantage of all the 
outdoor activities available to us here in our beautiful city.  

At OUR HOMES The City of Ottawa we are so excited about the 
coming year. We will celebrate our fifth anniversary in 2015. Watch for 
the summer issue and a special contest to commemorate the occasion. 
I have only been the publisher for a little more than a year, but I am so 
happy to be part of this amazing magazine.

I am also pleased to announce that due to popular demand we 
are increasing our distribution from 35,000 to 38,000. We have been 
adding lots of new pick-up locations recently, so we need to ensure we 
have enough to go round. Our goal is to make OUR HOMES magazine 
available in as many locations as possible!

On that note, we would like to welcome our newest team member, 
Liz Kania. Liz was raised in Ottawa and has spent most of her life in 
the beautiful area of Westboro. She has an extensive background in 
print publications, including advertising sales, business marketing and 
publishing in the Ottawa area. She is excited to be working with the 
great team at OUR HOMES. It’s not all work and no play for Liz. In her 
downtime, Liz enjoys the benefits of living in Westboro, by exploring 
the shops, restaurants and taking her dog, Zowie, for walks along the 
Ottawa River in the summer. Welcome to the team Liz!

In this issue, you will gain inspiration from two beautiful 
homes. Our Home & Builder offers a tour of the Minto Mahoghany 
development in Manotick and wonderful design ideas. Our Feature 
home is a labour of love for the homeowners. They have painstakingly 
landscaped their expansive grounds. You’ll be impressed by the 
thoughtful touches to their home, inside and out.

In our People feature, you can meet the owners of the kitchen 
businesses behind the latest ideas and trends for our favourite room 
in the house. This issue will also offer many ideas for organization, 
gardening products and even how to make maple syrup. 
We hope you enjoy!

Beth Charbonneau, Publisher
beth@ourhomesmagazine.com

 

F “f

 Like us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/OurHomesOttawa

 Follow us locally @OurHomesOttawa 

OUR HOMES welcomes our 
newest team member, Liz Kania.

THIS  
PLACE
FEELS  
RIGHT

At Minto, we understand the importance of 

family traditions. We’ve been helping Ottawa 

families create homes for more than 60 years.

Quinn’s Pointe is Minto’s newest community 

in Barrhaven — Ottawa’s fastest-growing area. 

Conveniently located near shopping and mature 

neighbourhoods, yet minutes away from scenic 

countryside, Quinn’s Pointe is a place that just 

feels right.

The point is – 

This is made for you.

OPENING SPRING 2015
Register now for exclusive offers  
and lot selections

MintoQuinnsPointe.com

publisher’s note



granite, quartz and marble countertops

NOW OPEN!
154 - Unit 2 Iber Rd., Stittsville

urbanstonesurfaces.com
613.831.1322 ...unprecedented customer service

4003 Sleek Concrete

UrbanEra_W15.indd   1 14-11-06   4:03 PM

1984Installing handrails  
in the Greater Ottawa region 

for over 30 years.

 new home builds | home renovations

613.727.0680
ottawavalleyhandrailing.ca

 
Come visit our showroom at 165 Colonnade Rd. S.
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The Hard Surface Specialists
tile | hardwood

210 Colonnade Rd. South, Ottawa ON

(613) 225-9181 |  www.huntclubflooring.ca

HOME,
SWEET HOME!
Imagine a home that truly reflects  
your personality and lifestyle!  
At TRIANGLE, we create spaces  
that meet your needs and reflect 
your own unique style.

782 Notre Dame Street, Embrun
613.443.3933  | trianglekitchenandbath.ca



Scandinavian country). Simple and 
beautifully crafted; this is typical of a 
Scandinavian piece.

It’s not to say that Scandinavian 
design is clinical, not by a long shot. 
The backdrop may be white, the lines 
might be clean, but there is often a 
sense of humour. What pops out of 
the strictness of this white palette 
are primary colours and fun patterns 
in some cases. Take this table lamp 
by Claesson Koivisto Rune. It follows 
the rules of simplicity, but comes in 

a fabulous bright 
green for added pop. We also see these primary 
colours in textiles with patterns that reflect a rich 
history in weaving and embroidery.

In a modern arrangement, we typically see a 
more organic approach: wool, felt and linens in 
off-white and soft grey. What stands out in this type 
of setting are the items placed against the backdrop. 
It’s a gallery style setting – fabulous if you have 
an art and/or photography collection. The key to 
this approach though, is to keep it simple. If you 
have a vast array of tchotchkes and knickknacks, 
Scandinavian living may not be for you. One of my 
favourite things is a collection of curiosities. Odd 
found items put out on display. It’s the kind of thing 
my husband might throw in the woodstove. But this 
creates warmth. A great piece of bark hung on a wall 

can look like a masterpiece in the right setting.  
The best modern designs in woodstoves are also Scandinavian. 

No question. Take the Rais Epoca as an example. A woodstove is a 
quintessential item in this setting and the lines on this piece follow the 
typical aesthetic – simple yet beautiful. Paired with a fur rug we have 
immediately created a warm environment, both aesthetic and physical! 

So what is the obsession? I believe a clean surrounding that is 
relatively clutter free gives us a sense of calm in an otherwise hectic 
life. This style is like a detox for your home. And let’s be honest, who 
wouldn’t want to kick back in front of a wood stove at the end of 
a long day?  OH

TTHE FASCINATION AND popularity of Scandinavian interior 
design is remarkable to me. It’s not that it isn’t well deserved, quite 
the contrary. These countries – Denmark, Norway and Sweden – are 
characterized as dark and cold. Yet the interiors are white and 
simple. Somehow, the starkness of the interior reflects the chill of the 
landscape, but still evokes incredible warmth. How is this possible? 
And what’s the obsession? A main characteristic of Scandinavian 
furniture design is minimalism, but also incredible 
craftsmanship. Simple lines using natural elements – 
wood, metal, stone, paper and felt. When something 
is really simple, you tend to see every 
working part unless it is carefully hidden. 
Take this Alvaar Aalto stool as an example. 
Instead of hiding the screws that hold 
the backrest to the stool and the footrest 
to the legs, they become the simplest 
design element. Other than the shape of 
the piece, it remains the single outside 
element that decorates this stool. (He was 
Finnish, but Finland is oft considered a 

SCANDINAVIAN 
(INTERIOR) DESIGN 

STORY STEPHANIE REDMOND

Designer 
Stephanie Redmond 
shares her ideas.

1. STANLEY SOFA : De La 
Espada  2. STOOL: Alvaar Aalto  
3. LITTALA MENO HOME BAG: 
Iittala Finland  4. EPOCA WOOD 
FIREPLACE: Rais  5. ARM TABLE 
LAMP: Claesson Koivisto Rune  

2

5

3

Get more decorating advice at ourhomes.ca/mag/designonline

4

1
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ARCHITECTURAL STONE CARVING
True to the craft. True to the art.

Live with an original. Add beauty and distinction to 

your home, garden or cottage with handcrafted 

stonework. In addition to working on iconic buildings 

across North America, our sought after team of 

European-trained stone carvers creates original works 

for homeowners, architects, designers, renovators and  

custom home builders.

613.322.8806    |    smithandbarber.ca
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Experience Lighting Differently

 915-B Clyde Ave (at Laperriere), Ottawa
613.729.2725

www.arevcolighting.com
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1  KB BACKYARD PEOPLE  

Little Garden Angels
Add an angelic touch to your lawn 
or flower bed with these adorable 
concrete angels. They lend an 
aura of heavenly sweetness to 
your landscaping.  

1770 Manotick Stn. Rd., Ottawa
613.821.7953 | kblawnornaments.com

2  LEE VALLEY TOOLS LTD.

Mid-Length Garden Tools
Maybe you own a balcony garden 
or have raised garden beds. These 
stainless steel, mid-length tools are 
ideal for reach and are easy to store.   

900 Morrison Dr., Ottawa 
613.596.9202 | leevalley.com

3  PETER KNIPPEL GARDEN CENTRE

Watering Can Décor
These watering cans can be both 
practical and decorative. Use them to 
water your plants or use them as flower 
pots to create your own herb garden.

4590 Bank St., Ottawa 
613.822.0383 | knippelgardencentre.com
Continued on page 22

GARDEN  
DREAMING

STORY SARAH HOY |  PHOTOGRAPHY LYNDA GRAVELINE

Wave goodbye to the snow and hello to the green 
grass of spring! We are here to help you kick-start 
your landscaping for 2015.

2

1

3

You’re one step closer  
to your dream garden.

4590 Bank Street Ottawa, ON
(613) 822-0383
knippelgardencentre.com 

Where will colour take you? 
Ask Sherwin-Williams and discover a new world of colour with  

the very best paint. Visit a store or sherwin-williams.com/color.

SM

Peace of mind
Your total home comfort needs are always in good hands with Airzone

Visit our booth 1305 at the Home Show and 
take advantage of our Home Show Specials.

Ottawa: 613.592.5770 | airzonehvac.ca
Pembroke: 613.735.4770 | airzonehvac.ca

AirZone_SP15.indd   1 15-02-12   1:53 PM
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5  PLANET BOTANIX

Buddha
This Buddha is the favourite of store 
owner, Heather. It is beautiful. Made 
of volcanic rock, this fair trade product 
can be placed inside or out. 

301 Bank St., Ottawa 
613.567.4444 | planetbotanix.com

4  OCTOPUS BOOKS

Gardening Books
If you have the urge to learn something 
new, take a trip to Octopus Books. 
They have an array of books from do-it-
yourself projects to making the most 
out of a small garden. 

116 Third Ave., Ottawa | 613.233.2589 
251 Bank St., Ottawa | 613.688.0752 
octopusbooks.ca

6  MARIE ANTOINETTE & CO. 

Garden Twine
Not only are these garden twine 
holders practical, they are also pretty. 
They come complete with scissors 
and can be used as décor when you’re 
not gardening.    

1096 Somerset St. W., Ottawa 
613.680.7557 | marieantoinetteco.com  OH

4

5

6

Visit our newly  
renovated showroom!

Quality & Selection
Skilled Workmanship

Industry Leading Warranties

Energy Efficient Products

Call today for a FREE estimate!
5906 Hazeldean Road

613.271.5434
www.stittsvilleWD.ca

BOOK EARLY & SAVE
with our

MANUFACTURERS’
SPRING PROMO

style picks



24  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 5

CREATING  
SPACE WITH 
PURPOSE
STORY HEATHER WRIGHT 
PHOTOGRAPHY JUSTIN VAN LEEUWEN
STYLING DONNA CORREY AND  TRACEY WOODMAN

NNestled just south of 
the village of Manotick, 
Minto Communities’ 
new development, 
Mahogany, captures 
the village atmosphere, 
but injects a sense of 
the contemporary with 
clean architectural lines. 
It draws its name from 
local history, including 
Mahogany Harbour and 
the bustling trade that 
once took place on the 
nearby Rideau River. 

The community construction started about 
a year-and-a-half ago and includes on-site 
family amenities such as two parks.

The Poplar (at just over 4,000 sq. ft., is the 
largest home available in the development) is 
modelled after a French countryside home. 
Clever details like a stately stone exterior 
(Merkely Supply Ltd.) combined with an 
authentic French balcony (Fred Welding 
& Machine Shop) evoke vistas of the 
French countryside. Continued on page 26

OPPOSITE: A unique wall tile complements the light kitchen. ABOVE: A more formal 
breakfast nook is bright and inviting. RIGHT: Cupcakes for spring.

ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 5   |  25
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This was one of the intentions of this home, 
says Brent Strachan, senior vice-president, 
Ottawa Minto Communities. “We wanted to 
offer something a little different, by blending 
the charming village lifestyle with the 
contemporary.” Minto also wanted a home 
with a presence that wasn’t dominated by 
the garage. Builders placed the garage at the 
back, favouring an elegant porté cochère at 
the front instead.

The design also appeals to the growing 
trend that sees homebuyers seeking “space 
with purpose.” While homeowners still value 
wide-open spaces and flowing floor plans, 
there is a return to a slightly more formal 
space. This is what is offered in the Poplar, 
with a defined formal living room and dining 
room. A well-positioned, well-proportioned 
study at the front of the house hints at a 
number of different possible uses. Upstairs 
are four large bedrooms and a loft that is 
open yet cosy. 

“In today’s market, people are seeking 
houses with rooms that are sized well, but 
that don’t waste space. The Poplar is big, 
but the décor makes it feel even bigger,” he 
explains. “We wanted to create the country 
feel of openness and space.” That’s particularly 
evident in the master bedroom, where 
windows (Jeld-Wen United Window 
Division) in the front and back can be opened 
to let the breezes flow through.

This is one of the first rooms that you 
see. It’s an ideal space for retiring 
after dinner and was styled by Kiss 
Design Group. OPPOSITE TOP: The 
living room opens in to a fresh dining 
room for those who love to entertain. 
BOTTOM: This is another room for 
the family to relax, read a book, or 
watch some TV in. The library-
style ladder adds a touch of 
uniqueness to the room. 

Continued on page 29
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So, how do you accomplish a sweeping sense 
of space when you choose to define some of the 
space with walls? By taking rooms that are big 
and making them feel bigger, by utilizing natural 
light and its relationship with the décor, along 
with a constant awareness and support of the 
sightline. This is why the builders took care to 
ensure that the sightline was direct upon entry. 
Air and light flow end to end.

Anchoring the floors, from the second level 
all the way through to the fashionably and 
functionally finished basement, is a curved 
staircase from Ottawa Stairs and Railings and 
wood from Barwood Flooring. The staircase is 
a well-positioned focal point against an enormous 
bank of floor-to-ceiling windows that extend 
well up into the second storey. It’s this portal, as 
well as a bank of windows in the nearby great 
room, that flood this space with light.

Designer Donna Correy of the KISS 
Design Group, who styled the Poplar, was 
very cognizant of light. She sought to redirect it 
throughout the space with specific décor choices.

“The colours are very light, which creates 
greater impact, especially in contrast to the very 
dark staircase,” says Donna.

One of the flooring choices, a neutral, light 
porcelain tile from Euro Tile & Stone, spreads 
its way through the sightline, starting at the front 
hall. The random shapes and sizes of the tile and 
the texture make it look like limestone, lending 
an old world feel in an otherwise contemporary 
setting, which was part of Donna’s overall goal. “I 
wanted to introduce a modern take on the French 
country flair,” she says.

The kitchen is interesting, because, as Donna 
points out, there is no window in the room, 
yet it is light-filled and bright. The Shaker-
style cabinetry has definite French provincial 

This nook upstairs is in between the master bedroom and the 
children’s bedrooms. OPPOSITE TOP: A large en suite bathroom, 
complete with stand alone bath and hidden shower, is a great 
place to unwind. BOTTOM RIGHT: A master bedroom has large 
windows to let natural light stream in. BOTTOM LEFT: The guest 
bedroom features a unique wall hanging. 

Continued on page 30
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influence, and is nicely complemented by light 
quartz countertops (from Potvin Kitchens 
& Cabinetry). Funky light fixtures over 
the island with translucent mercury glass 
let the light carry through. The glass mosaic 
backsplash from Euro Tile & Stone, with 
hourglass shapes, is a subtle yet key player in 
setting the tone for the space.

“The iridescent backsplash reflects 
the natural light that comes in through 
the staircase. It sparkles, grabs light and 
redistributes it,” explains Donna.

Many of the light fixtures (Living 
Lighting) are large and textured – a reflection 
of Donna’s preference for chunky accent and 
“statement pieces.” They combine sublime 
fabric with crystals that merge old world 
styles with modern glitz, which also helps 
redistribute light, amplifying the sense 
of space. Upstairs in the loft, a metal star 
light fixture is an interesting focal point 
in an open space.

Prominent from various vantage points 
in this home is one of the marvellous 
by-products of the relationship between 
physical design and décor: the ability to create 
an experience through the manipulation and 
presentation of space.  OH

Even the space under the stairs can be used as a bar or 
games table. BELOW LEFT: The teenager’s bedroom 
is complete with a stencilled wall pattern. BELOW: The 
children’s bathroom sits in between the two bedrooms 
with access to both.

KITCHENS TO COME HOME TO
potvinkitchens.com

Real life. We get it. 
That’s why we listen. And work with you to create truly 

livable kitchen spaces. Spaces and cabinetry that responds 

to the needs and lifestyle of your family. Kitchens that are 

both highly functional and uniquely beautiful. Kitchens 

that are always a pleasure to come home to.

Visit our Rockland showroom, Monday to Friday, or call 613.446.5181 to book your cabinetry consultation appointment.

potvin_SP15.indd   1 15-02-16   11:01 AM
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THE COMPANY: Founded in 1997 by Gord Black, Logs End 

specializes in reclaimed logs lost from the timber drives on 

rivers and lakes in eastern Ontario and western Quebec. “We 

use divers that rope each log individually. They are pulled up by 

hand as to not disturb the river bottom,” says Rob Black, vice-

president sales and marketing. “From there we cut, dry, and mill 

these logs into custom wide plank flooring.”

ALL ABOUT QUALITY: If you are looking for quality, you can be 

assured at Logs End. “A strength of ours is that we take care of 

all the reclaiming, manufacturing and sales of the product so we 

can keep control over the quality and what we produce,” Rob 

says. “Logs End’s reclaimed side is a big part of our business, 

but we also produce many other types of hardwood flooring, 

trim and mantels to have an option for every project.” They take 

control of every stage of the process. If you want something 

unique and well-made, the company may be for you. “Our 

clients have the ability to customize any floor to their particular 

project,” Rob says. “I think people also look to us to produce 

an environmentally responsible product. We operate with zero 

waste at our mill even down to the wood shavings that go 

to local farms.”

STORY SARAH HOY
PHOTOGRAPHY SANDIE HEWSON

FROM
RIVERS
HOMESTO

NOT ONE TREE FELLED: When asked what makes the business 

stand out, Rob replies. “Utilizing old growth wood without 

cutting a single tree down for our reclaimed collection is a big 

one. We also have an award-winning showroom that is set up 

more like a house than anything.”

TRENDS: There’s always a trend in interiors, Rob says. At Logs 

End they see a lot of distressed flooring. “Engineered flooring is 

really growing as well for its stability. We produce an engineered 

product that is able to be sanded multiple times and can really 

be installed in any condition. This is really helpful for the condo 

and three-season cottage market. As far as colours go, a lot of 

earthy tones and greys have been big. I’ll never get tired of our 

natural birch though.”

LOOK FOR YOURSELF: “My biggest thing is always come 

see the showroom,” says Rob. “It’s a hidden gem that seems to 

always inspire good ideas.”

GET THERE: 1520 Triole St., Ottawa  

613.738.7851 | www.logsend.com  OH
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MTTHE CENTURIES-OLD BLACKBOARD IS MAKING A 
resurgence into the modern home in the form of a fun statement wall, 
which can be utilized in almost any room. 

With the increasing availability of specialty paint, the blackboard 
has become a versatile home décor tool, transforming empty walls 
that have proven difficult to decorate. Both whimsical and practical, 
a blackboard can improve family organization or provide a place for 
displaying inspirational quotes and original art. 

The kitchen is one of the most popular spots to paint a blackboard. 
For the aspiring chef or dinner hostess, blackboards make functional 
menus. They’re also great places to jot down the ever-evolving grocery 
list. If you don’t have wall space in your kitchen, the end of a cabinet 
or the fridge are alternative spaces to paint. Transforming a traditional 
backsplash into a blackboard is also a unique option.

In the front entrance, a blackboard makes a convenient message 
centre, and a home-office wall can always benefit from a calendar. 
Children will love having an expansive blackboard to create a mural 
in a bedroom or a playroom. Add one to the craft or laundry area, two 
possible locations where a blackboard can be functional and decorative.

Break Away From Black 
Companies such as Benjamin Moore and Rust-Oleum offer blackboard 
paint in a spectrum of colours, while Krylon has a spray paint in basic 
black and vintage green. An off-white blackboard, styled with colourful 
sidewalk chalk, will set you apart from the crowd while blending 
seamlessly with your décor. Experiment with the subtle and varied 
tones of grey to give your blackboard a softer appearance, or forget 
subtle and get wild with a bold blue or tangerine hue.

If the right shade or tone remains elusive, mixing up custom 
blackboard paint is a surprisingly simple process. 

Make Your Own Paint
• You will need 2 Tbsp. unsanded tile grout per 1 cup 

matte latex paint. 

• Mix the paint and grout in one-to-two cup increments.

• Use a grout mixer to combine the paint and grout. (Paint 
mixer attachments are available for drills, which will make 
the task easier.)

• Properly prime your wall and then roll on your homemade 
blackboard paint. Once the paint has cured, it will need to be 
lightly sanded with 150-grit sandpaper and wiped clean.

Regardless of the paint you choose to use, season your new 
blackboard surface before you start practising any fancy typography. 

STORY JENNIFER SCHLEICH

Take the broad side of a piece of white chalk and rub down the entire 
area, then rub it clean with a dry cloth. Don’t neglect seasoning the 
surface or a ghost of your first design will permanently remain.

Mastering Chalk 

Deciding what to draw or write on a new blackboard is only half the 
battle. As a décor centrepiece, the content should look attractive, and 
mastering the chalk may take a bit of practise. Here are a few tips that 
will help transform even the most novice chalk artist. 

• Lightly sketch out the design a few times

• Use a level and a ruler to keep things straight and symmetrical 

• A wet Q-tip is the perfect tool for cleaning up lines

• To generate a paint-like effect, keep the chalk wet

• Sharpen the chalk 

• Give chalk markers a try

Alternative Surfaces 

If you’re a commitment-phobe, painting a wall may seem 
daunting. Think about using blackboard paint in your home décor 
accents instead.

• A painted playroom table can become an instant checkerboard, 
game of tic-tac-toe or artist’s easel 

• Create an erasable pantry system by painting labels on jars 

• Coat a serving tray for easy identification of appetizers

• Customizable placemats make a unique adornment to 
the dinner table

• Update a filing cabinet by turning it into a blackboard surface

Just have fun and remember – you can always erase and start fresh.  OH

DRAWING
ON THEWALLS

decorating_Chalkboard.indd   2 2015-02-18   3:12 PM

Shutters • Paints • Blinds  
Drapery • Decorative Accessories 

1495A Innes Road Ottawa | 613-736-8212
thedecoratorschoicepaintanddecor.ca

Benjamin Moore’s 
Colour of the Year 
Guilford Green  
HC-116

Blinds & Shutters 
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Sale!

 

Flooring the way nature intended.
1520 Triole St., Ottawa   1-613-738-7851   logsend.com
Showroom Hours: Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm, Saturday 10am - 3pm
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I says. “It’s just good information so you can do 
financial planning.”

Before choosing a home inspector, 
homeowners and buyers should check the 
websites of the Canadian Association of Home 
and Property Inspectors (cahpi.ca) or the 
Ontario Association of Home Inspectors (oahi.
com). Their published standards of practice 
define what you can expect from a home 
inspector. Just as importantly, these standards 
state what inspectors don’t do. For example, 
inspectors are not required to determine the 
advisability of purchasing any property. Nor 
are they required to determine the remaining 
life of any system or component. They’re 
not required to move suspended ceiling 
tiles, furniture or debris or to determine the 
strength, adequacy, effectiveness, or efficiency 
of any system or component or the causes of 
any condition or deficiency. Both sites list 
nearly 80 exclusions.

The Canadian and Ontario home 
inspectors’ associations can help homeowners 
and buyers find trained and qualified 
inspectors.  OH

It’s one reason many people turn to home 
inspectors to help them decide whether to 
purchase a home, when to repair it or spruce 
it up for sale.

“Inspections help home buyers make 
an informed decision,” says Blaine Swan, 
a registered home inspector and owner of 
Home Probe Canada. 

“Buyers are usually inundated with details 
about colour choices, how their furniture 
fits and the home location,” he says. “A home 
inspection is the nitty-gritty details. An 
inspector looks at the multitude of systems 
that all come together to make the home – the 
roof, structure, heating system, plumbing 
system, electrical, etc.,” says Swan.

“It is a large financial investment they’re 
about to make and it provides them with 
a number of answers, but primarily, is 
the home safe, is the home habitable, are 
there significant costs needed to make it 
safe and habitable,” says Swan, who’s been 
inspecting homes since 2002 and is president 
of the Canadian Association of Home and 
Property Inspectors. 

Home inspectors don’t prescribe repairs 
or estimate the cost of renovations, but their 
findings can help prospective buyers choose 
whether to renegotiate the sale or accept 
the home as is and deal with repairs later, 
Swan explains. “Sometimes, the information 
provided is walk-away information. There’s 
just too much, and it’s a deal breaker. It 
happens all the time.”

While most older homes often need some 
work and are carefully scrutinized, newly-
built homes are also worth a professional 
look. The quality of building materials 
and contractors can vary widely in new 
construction. “You’ve got the low end and 
you’ve got the high end,” Swan says. “Not 
everybody is at the high end. That’s why we 

STORY WALTER FRANCZYK

INSPECTIONS MAKE GOOD DEALS
ANDbetter homes
Buying, selling or maintaining a home are all a lot 
easier with professional help. 

inspect. The problem with new homes is 
that sometimes it’s not readily evident what 
the problems are.”

Pre-sale home inspections performed for 
homeowners can help prepare them for selling 
their home and give them time to ensure the 
house is ready for sale. “This allows the seller 
to be proactive,” Swan says. “In other words, if 
it needs a new furnace, or it needs a new roof 
or something like that, the homeowner can go 
out and gather the pricing and information, 
or even get the jobs done, prior to putting the 
home on the market,” he says.

Inspections can also assist home 
maintenance, especially for those people 
with limited mobility, knowledge or skills in 
home improvement.

“Not everybody can crawl on the roof,” 
Swan says. “A lot of people are older and can’t 
get up there and look at the roof. Even if they 
could look they may not be able to interpret 
what they see. A home inspector would.” 
Inspectors are knowledgeable about the life 
expectancy of different materials, products 
and systems and can advise homeowners 
accordingly. “It’s better than laying awake at 
night, worrying about what’s over your head, 
or what’s happening in the basement,” he 

Look for a home inspector who:

• provides written inspection reports

• will give you references

• has experience with the type of home 
you’re considering (e.g. condos, 
heritage-era homes, cottages)

• has an accreditation that shows training 
and experience

• will provide a written contract

When hiring a home inspector make 
sure to:

• get quotes from more than one 
inspector

• check references

• ask about their training and experience

• ask to see a copy of the inspection 
report they use

• ask if they choose to have insurance

The Ontario government urges homeowners and buyers to do some research to find a 
reliable and knowledgeable home inspector. Here are some of its tips:

Five questions to ask a home inspector: 
ourhomes.ca/mag/inspectoronline

Real Estate_Home Inspections copy.indd   2 2015-02-27   6:23 PM
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STORY MORGAN BARNES  
PHOTOGRAPHY JESSICA DEEKS

E
Nearly seven years 
ago, avid travellers, 
auction enthusiasts 
and aficionados of 
beautiful antiques, 
Les and Emma, met 
in the unlikeliest of 
places: IKEA. 

Emma, a lawyer, was about to travel to her property in Nassau, 
Bahamas, when she stopped at IKEA to buy a lamp that would be 
portable enough for her travels. Les, who works in sales at Euro-Tech 
Window Industries, noticed Emma and struck up a conversation 
right there in the lighting aisle. 

Two years after that first meeting, the couple began searching for 
properties together. Traveling back from viewings in nearby Manotick, 
they noticed a For Sale sign on the highway directing them to a little 
hideaway neighbourhood in Ottawa’s south end. Boasting nearly an 
acre of what was once farmland, the beautiful brick house by Olympia 
Homes was just what the couple was looking for – and only a hop, skip 
and a jump to the Rideau River. 

Excited about their new sizable property, the couple quickly 
discovered a love for gardening and landscape design, even doing a lot of 
the heavy lifting on their own. Together, they designed and constructed 
a stunning water feature, English garden and a magnificent stone wall 
with large slate-grey rocks from a quarry near Eganville, owned by RGT 
Clouthier Construction Ltd. of Pembroke. A welcoming stone and 
wrought-iron gate at the entrance to their property evokes a majestic 
English countryside feeling. 

In addition to the estate-sized lot, the couple immediately fell in 
love with the 7,000 sq. ft. home. They delight in the home’s strategic 
placement that captures optimal sunlight, and its high-end finishes. 
A six-year-old home at the time, it was move-in-ready and perfect for 
entertaining. Although there is only the two of them and Chester, their 
little dog, they have never felt like the home is too big for their family. 

Continued on page 42

ANTIQUE IS THE  
NEW BLACK

One of the many stunning 
rooms in this home showing 
a mix of antiques and 
unique pieces such as the 
handcrafted fish picked up 
from Les and Emma’s travels.

TOP: Les, Emma and Chester. 
ABOVE: Les loves to collect 
antique clocks. LEFT: The 
beautiful iron gates that 
surround the couple’s home.
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Electrical and Plumbing Store. Thanks 
again to the home’s strategic positioning, the 
setting sun sets off a cascade of colour in the 
room and down the adjacent hallway. Beneath 
the chandelier is a marble table with an 18th 
century Chinese ivory vase discovered at 
Walker’s Fine Art & Estate Auctions.

Adding to the elegance is a mahogany 
square grand piano from 1867, reconditioned 
by Ken Parisien and purchased at a steal 
from another local auction house, MacLean 
& Associates Inc. Nearby, a nine-foot 1780 
British grandfather clock chimes as a painted 
sailing ship gently rocks on a pale-blue sea on 
the clock’s delicate face. 

“If you love antiques or are interested in 
finding beautiful things, auctions and antique 
stores are surprisingly affordable,” says 
Emma. “Sometimes you will get a high-quality 
item for less than what you would pay at 
a contemporary store. Plus, you get all the 
beauty and history that comes with it.”

The adjoining palatial living room with 
its 18-foot ceilings and five white columns 
doubles as a sunroom thanks to a wall of 
high arched windows and doors that lead to 
a deck overlooking the property. The room’s 

“We enjoy every room and use all of them,” 
Les says. “We have our tea tray and it’s like an 
adventure. Where in the house are we going 
to go and enjoy?”

Indeed, their carefully chosen collection 
of eclectic antique finds makes the home 
warm, cosy and filled with personality. Les 
and Emma were very conscious of their 
mutual love for striking furniture and décor 
with historical substance, whilst being 
careful not to overdo it. They do not like 
clutter. Their complementary approach to 
interior design allows their treasures to stand 
out and showcase their beautiful home at 
the same time. 

The home’s grand foyer is finished with 
dark Brazilian cherry flooring and a larger-
than-life exquisite crystal chandelier from The 

Continued on page 44

TOP LEFT: The table sits in the open kitchen 
surrounded by natural light and views of the 
gardens. ABOVE: A 1780 British grandfather 
clock sits in the entranceway to the home. LEFT: 
A cherry wood kitchen complements the home.

The dining room is complete with a 12-foot 
dark oak table. ABOVE: The antique china is 
hand-painted Denmark Royal Copenhagen 
porcelain that once belonged to Emma’s 
Great Grandmother. 
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majestic eight-and-a-half foot French mirror 
is a glamorous marvel from yesteryear. More 
than 225 years old, it was purchased from 
Conversation Pieces, an Ottawa-based 
store that specializes in estate clear-outs. 
French candelabras and a gilded marble desk 
clock from the 19th century sit elegantly 
beneath the mirror. Creamy soft leather sofas 
and unique travel finds like a South African 
slate coffee table, ebony giraffes from Kenya 
and a large hand-carved fish by Harry Clarke 
from the famous Nassau Straw Market in the 
Bahamas, add character, depth and personality 
that make the home worldly, yet distinctly 
Les and Emma’s.

The kitchen, with its dark chocolate 
granite countertops, cherry cabinetry, sleek 
stainless-steel appliances and smoky copper 
tiles from Lowes, has just the right amount of 
modern panache. An antique French clock and 
other carefully chosen pieces tie it all together 
in the sunny eat-in kitchen with 20-foot 
cathedral ceilings. The room offers marvelous 
views of the grounds, including the gazebo 
from Gazebo Creations, custom designed 

TOP: The sitting nook in the master bedroom is 
a great place to enjoy a coffee and look out over 
the gardens. The couple’s dog, Chester, enjoys a 
nap in his own bed in the room. RIGHT: The bath is 
complete with a jet tub.

Continued on page 46
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with the home’s architecture in mind. 
The formal dining room’s 12-foot dark oak 

table is perfect for entertaining large dinner 
parties with its accompanying high-backed 
ornate chairs; all exquisite 18th century 
Canadiana masterpieces found at Kondruss 
Galleries. They remind Emma of her great 
grandmother’s Danish furniture. 

Emma credits her mother for her love of 
antique furniture and good sense of balance 
when it comes to colour and design. Inheriting 
and cherishing special family heirlooms and 
furniture from her ancestors, like her mother 
did, inspired Emma to continue the tradition. 
Emma also praises Les for his sense of design. 

“The older I get the more I appreciate 
the workmanship that went into building 
something beautiful, that also lasts,” says Les. 
“We see antiques as having untold stories yet 
to be discovered and we’re having a lot of fun 
making those discoveries together.”

Emma describes their home as a perfect 
combination of light, space, flow and elegance. 
We couldn’t agree more.  OH

ABOVE: The beautifully landscaped gardens are 
complete with an orchestra pit above the flowing 
waterfall. TOP RIGHT: The gazebo is a place to 
relax in the shade close to the home. RIGHT: The 
English garden coming into bloom surrounded by 
luscious green lawn.
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ENERGY STAR
QUALIFIED LED BULBS
Use up to 90% less electricity than 
incandescent bulbs and can last 
up to 25,000 hours.

SAVE $5

SAVE  $6

SAVE $4

UP TO
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Friday, May 29, 2015
Algonquin College, 1385 Woodroffe Avenue
Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 
Free parking in Lot 8 after 5:00 p.m.

Fabulous dinner, drinks, music, firefighters, 
entertainer extraordinaire George Thomas,  
great live and silent auction items &  
many more surprises. 
Gather your friends and join us for this 
year’s nautical themed evening. 
This event always sells out!

Tickets: $85   
Includes a $25 tax receipt

Purchase tickets online at 
www.hospicecareottawa.ca 
or call 613-591-6002 ext. 27

Come sail away with us for  
an unforgettable evening!
Funds raised will help Hospice Care Ottawa provide care,  
without charge, to those in our community living with a life-limiting illness.

Greater Ottawa
Home Builders’
Association

Design - Build   |   Construction Project Management    |   Renovations and Additions

22 Antares Drive, Unit F, Ottawa   |  (613) 789-1377   |   www.sierragatehomes.ca

Independent distributor for  
Lindal Cedar Homes

sara  
nadeau

design

613.695.2257
www.saranadeau.com

Helping you achieve 
your home 

interior vision.
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In Everywhere Else and Beyond

Get Elliptical: An oval table is one of the best options for fitting in 
many seats without wasting space or creating circulation issues, and 
you can use chairs on the ends or remove them as needed.

Divide and Conquer: Creating functional zones within an awkward 
space (often by breaking it down into smaller squares) avoids 
waste. Try bridging two areas, such as a TV zone and reading nook, 
with an open-backed bench or lightweight chairs that can be used 
in either zone.

W
In the Living Room

Balancing Act: To maximize seating flexibility, start with a large, 
plush sofa or sectional for everyday lounging, and then add compact 
seats or stools to seat everyone at a large gathering. If your dining chairs 
also suit your living room décor, they can serve double duty in a pinch.

Don’t Shrink Away: Avoid the temptation to make everything 
in your space “condo sized” just to fit more in it. Anchoring a space 
with some large objects (especially large art) creates a less cluttered, 
large-scale look.

Even Out: I can’t stress the importance of layered lighting enough! A 
more even wash of light created by multiple light sources will open a 
space, so aim for ceiling lamps, sconces (or lamps near the periphery) 
and specific task lighting to round it out.

In the Kitchen

Keep a Low Profile: Achieve a more seamless look by going knobless, 
or with minimalist knobs that mount to the underside of the door, 
giving you less to bump into and smooth surfaces. You can then 
reintroduce character with earthy tile and wood flooring.

All Wood Everywhere: Speaking of wood flooring, yes, you can 
apply it in the kitchen. I usually avoid breaking the floor material 

ANY SIZE, 
MAXIMIZED

Whether our interiors are big or 
small, we all hope to make the most 
of the square footage we have. 
With that in mind, I pulled together 
my best advice for expanding your 
horizons in every room – in any 
home – for the feeling of additional 
space, without the addition!

STORY YANIC SIMARD
PHOTOGRAPHY BRANDON BARRE

Tip: Tiling from top to bottom will make walls appear neater and taller.

between rooms where possible to create longer visual planes and 
continuity throughout the home.

White on White: White cabinets and white walls create a clean and 
fresh look, while again, avoiding colour breaks that can disrupt the 
visual flow of your space and shrink the walls. Also consider a pale grey, 
greige, or blue for a similarly airy appeal.

In the Bathroom

Double Dip: A large vanity mirror is a perfect way to visually double 
a bathroom space. Feel free to extend the mirror beyond the edge of the 
vanity (or to the ceiling, or both). This will also reduce the amount of 
wall area to be tiled, which can save you in the long run.

Go Big: In a primary bathroom or en suite, an oversize tile (grouted 
to blend out) creates the feeling of a single expanse of material, which 
helps the walls appear larger in all directions. If you don’t want to 
invest in tiling every wall, tile just a few walls top to bottom rather than 
breaking them midway up – it’ll look neater and taller.

Or Go Wild: In a powder room, forget about expanding the space 
and indulge your wildest décor desires, applying the bold colours 
and loud looks you wouldn’t risk in the main spaces. You can get your 
daily dose of design drama here while leaving the rest of your home 
breezy and open.

Blank Slate: I often use one paint colour throughout a room or even 
an entire home, dressing both the walls and ceiling to blend out the 
divisions and any flaws. Benjamin Moore’s OC23 Classic Gray gives 
some depth and warmth without weighing the space down.

Don’t Miss the Point: Although consistency is key to creating large-
looking spaces, don’t forget the power of the focal point. Creating some 
standout moments (like a wallpapered accent wall or punchy palette of 
sofa pillows) is essential to directing the eye and giving it the structure 
it craves. Make sure to include one-to-two focal areas in small rooms, 
with two-to-three in bigger spaces to keep the eye moving.  OH

Multiple light sources create an even 
wash of light, opening up a space.

Decorating_Maximize Any Space.indd   DPS 2015-02-03   4:19 PM
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Beauty
Written
in Stone

3240 Langstaff Rd, Unit D, Concord, ON  L4K 4Z8

905.760.1077 • 1.866.760.1077 • www.interstone.ca

2730 Swansea Cres, Ottawa, ON  K1G 6R8

613.730.1077 • www.interstone.ca

Interstone is an exclusive distributor for an assortment of 

premium marble, granite and stone products, including 

Cimstone, Compac Marmol and Quartz engineered stone.

Discover over 300 of the fi nest stone materials from

the world’s leading quarries, as well as a wide range of 

porcelain tiles and mosaics.

2679 Howard Ave, Windsor, ON  N8X 3X2

519.967.9553 • 1.800.581.4259 • www.interstone.ca
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613-688-2800
urbanstairs.com

  
Come visit our showroom at  

165 Colonnade Rd. S.

Stair & Railing  
Systems 

 
Stair Recaps

Stair Parts  
 

Hardwood Flooring

Celebrate life at home with more home tours, 
design ideas, tips for outdoor, DIYs and  
recipes at ourhomes.ca

Join The Conversation 
On Social Media >>>

                 TODAY ON online

PLAN YOUR GARDEN

POLISH MOJITO

twitter.com/
ourhomesmag

pinterest.com/
ourhomesmag

facebook.com/
ourhomesmag

More 
HOME TOURS

See homes from around the province like 
this modern home in Ottawa.

CHOCOLATE
CARAMEL TART

ca
C E L E B R A T I N G  L I F E  A T  H O M E  
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THE LUXURY OF LESS
STORY MELODY WREN | ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

L It is generally true that “outer order 
contributes to inner calm,” as Gretchen Rubin 
writes in her bestselling book The Happiness 
Project. Massive decluttering is likely to leave 
you feeling lighter. Your first step should be 
getting rid of things, and then there will be 
less to organize. 

Choose experiences over material goods. 
Get familiar with your stuff and your spending 

habits. Experientialists are not against 
spending, not even against stuff, but they are 
against having too much of the wrong stuff. 
Making sure your possessions play a healthy 
role in your life and knowing exactly what 
you own leads to the following question: 
Do my things give me experiences and make 
me happy, or are they creating debt, stress 
and unhappiness? 

Living a decluttered 
life in a streamlined, 
simplified house 
sounds easy. Why is 
it so difficult? 

Organizing_Remove_clutter_GD.indd   2 2015-02-17   12:09 PM

Continued on page 56

www.cdeca.com        1.866.878.2155        info@cdeca.com

Is your mother or your best friend  
an accredited CDECA Member?

Get your decorating advice  
from the professionals.

Save time. Save money.
Get it right the first time.

Only Gliding Shelf Solutions create 
custom, made-in-Canada, pull out 
shelves for your existing cabinets. 
Make the most of the space in your 
kitchen, bathrooms, pantry and under 
sinks. Organize, increase space and put 
everything at your fingertips, all within 
your budget.

Save 15% with the Healthy Homes
Renovation Tax Credit for Seniors 65+

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

613.248.8448
www.eclinnovations.com

ECL Innovations is the Authorized Dealer for  
Gliding Shelf Solutions in the Ottawa Area

AUTHORIZED–DEALER–

Transform your
exisiting cabinets
with custom
pull-out shelves.

Let Tailored Living design your space and bring the order you need to your home 
today with custom home organization solutions tailored to the way you live. 

613.225.5218 www.tailoredliving.com
www.premiergarage.com

organizing
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Deal With Each Box

• Keep Pile: if you decide to keep it, 
organize it before you put it away, 
keeping similar items together. You might 
have scattered notebooks and stationary 
– keep it all together in a nice-looking 
container in the office area of your home. 

• Sell pile: List it immediately on Kijiji 
or Craigslist and keep it separate 
from the remaining items to sort so 
you aren’t tempted to keep it. List it 
for a reasonable price with a photo, 
description and measurements so it 
sells quickly. 

• Charity Pile: Donate as much as 
possible. Most charities are willing to 
pick up large pieces, otherwise load 
up the car and deliver as soon as you 
can to keep things moving. If you hold 
onto an item too long, there might be a 
temptation to keep it. 

• Trash Pile: Papers often fall into this 
category. For anything you can use for 
tax purposes, the general rule of thumb 
in Canada is to save pertinent financial 
records for seven years. 

Henry David Thoreau, everyone’s favourite 
19th-century hut-dwelling minimalist 
expressed the sense that owning things 
constitutes a spiritual burden. He advocated 
simplicity; not throwing out so much as, not 
acquiring them in the first place.  OH

One way of finding out what you need is 
to put everything you are unsure about in a 
box or garbage bag. Over the next month, take 
out items as you need them. By the end of the 
month, you will know what you don’t use 
because it will still be in the box. Your next 
step is doing it for six months. 

Start anywhere – do any small thing to train 
the brain that change is coming. Once you are 
in the mindset to declutter, the following steps 
will help you get started: 

One of the easiest methods to 

subscribe to is the four-box method: 

• Decide which room you are starting 
on and line up boxes in the following 
categories: keep, sell, charity, trash. 
Place each item from every room into 
one of the four categories. Some rooms 
will take hours, and others will take 
days. But the technique and principles 
remain the same.

• Consider each item individually. Be 
ruthless and if you can’t be, make 
sure someone is helping you that can 
question everything you decide to keep. 
Whatever is in the keep pile, look at 
it a second time.

• Pick up one item at a time and make 
an instant decision – when was the last 
time you used this? If you haven’t used 
it in a few months (six months at the 
longest), get rid of it, excluding seasonal 
clothes, of course.

“Have nothing in your home that you do not 

know to be useful or believe to be beautiful.” 

 – William Morris
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RENOVATING?
DECLUTTERING?
STAGING YOUR HOME?

 ✔ RENOVATING?
Renovating is stressful enough without having to worry about 
damaging your furniture. Protect your belongings during 
construction with Dymon’s world class storage solutions.

Store with Confidence
•   Full humidity and climate control for protection
•  State of the art security for your peace of mind
•   FREE Truck and Driver at MOVE-IN for your convenience

Need storage... Think DYMON

FREE Truck and Driver at MOVE-IN
7 Convenient locations across Ottawa

Coventry Road • Prince of Wales at Hunt Club • Orleans • South Keys 
Walkley at Heron • Kanata Centrum • Carling at the Queensway

(613) 842-9900

 ✔ STAGING YOUR HOME?
A staged decluttered home sells faster and for a higher price 
- it’s a proven fact. Show off your home by using Dymon’s 
world class storage solutions.

Storage is easy with Dymon
•  Flexible month to month leases
•  A full range of storage unit sizes
•  Great value

 ✔ DECLUTTERING?
Now that spring is here, it’s the perfect time to clean out 
your basement or garage, or declutter your home.

Experience the Dymon Difference
•   A storage solution unlike anything you’ve seen before
•   24/7 access to the things you need at a moment’s notice
•  Choose a convenient Dymon location near you

organizing
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LLOOKING TO CLEAN HOUSE THIS 
season? Why not make some extra cash while 
you’re at it and host a successful garage sale?

By successful, I don’t mean just throwing 
some junk on some tables and putting up 
a cardboard sign. By following these seven 
simple practices, you can optimize your sales, 
get rid of more stuff and have fun doing it! 

1. Make It Big 

There’s nothing worse than losing time 
driving to a sale with a measly two or three 
tables of junk. If you don’t have much to sell, 
team up with some neighbours or friends and 
combine your stuff to create a bigger, more 
attractive sale. 

Tip: Have each contributor use different 
coloured price tags, then pull off the tags 
each time someone buys something and stick 
it to a clipboard to track sales.

2. Advertise

Think of your yard sale as your one-time 
business. It’s a real opportunity to make 
some extra cash, so treat it like one. 
Regulars don’t just stop by the occasional 
sale while out driving, they look at ads and 
plan their morning around the biggest and 
best-sounding sales.

Many communities have buy and sell 
groups on Facebook, and sites like Kijiji and 
Craigslist, which are great places to post 
your sale. Create your own Facebook event 
where you can post photos of the stuff you’ll 
be selling and remind people about your sale. 
Don’t forget about the local newspapers and 
radio stations.

Finally… signage, signage, signage! Put 
signs at every intersection near your home 
and all major crossings nearby. Use big, bold 
lettering! It’s mind boggling how many people 
put up the big “Garage Sale” signs then write 
their address with a thin Sharpie or even a pen. 

GARAGE SALE
HOST A SUCCESSFUL

7 BEST PRACTICES

•    Put big items like furniture pieces 
closer to the curb. This will attract 
attention, and you don’t have 
to worry much about people 
stealing these items. 

•    Organize similar stuff together, like 
electronics on one table, kitchen 
gadgets on another, etc. 

•    Make sure everything is visible and 
use dollar store tablecloths to give the 
whole sale a more uniform look.

•    Display books and movies on a 
bookcase, hang clothes on a portable 

clothes rack and 
use a big tarp 
to display items 
like children’s 
toys on the lawn.

•    Display smaller, 
valuable items like jewelry 
near the checkout table.

•    Demonstrate that items work. 
Buy some batteries and plug in 
some extension cords so people 
can feel confident that the item 
they’re buying works. 

STORY SHELBY HILSON 
ILLUSTRATION SHEILA BRITTON

Some Great Merchandising Tips

People driving by have under two seconds to 
read your sign so make it big, make it clear and 
use arrows! Not everyone will know where 777 
Smith St. is located.

3. Price Properly

Price everything! It may seem like a big pain, 
but lots of people can’t be bothered to ask the 
price of everything. Plus, you’ll be tempted to 
offer a lower price when asked in person.

With that in mind, price fairly. People don’t 
go to yard sales expecting to pay the prices 
you’d find on Kijiji and Craigslist. 

Be prepared to negotiate your prices. That’s 
half the fun of yard sales. Keep this in mind 
when pricing and if there are certain items 
you’re not willing to budge on, mark “firm” 
on the price tag.

4. Merchandise

Many people slowly drive by a sale to 
determine whether it’s stop-worthy or 
not, and sadly the verdict is often no. Do 
you like shopping in a messy, disorganized 
store? Probably not, so why should your sale 
be any different?

5. Be Organized

Don’t leave pricing and merchandising until 
the morning of your sale. You’ll have early 
birds, and you don’t want to miss out. Have 
everything ready to go a half hour before your 
advertised start time and, if possible, start a 
bit earlier than most other sales. 

Be sure to have a dedicated checkout table 
with a cashbox, float and someone to watch 
it at all times. It’s no fun trying to figure 
out who’s running the sale and trying to get 
their attention.

6. Biggie Size Your Sales

Have some lemonade or bottled drinks, baked 
goods and snacks by the checkout table to 
increase your sales. Shoppers may browse 
longer if they have a treat to enjoy.

7. Have Fun 

Make a day of it. Invite some friends and 
family over to help, play some music, have a 
drink or two and enjoy some time outside. A 
fun atmosphere will draw browsers in and 
keep them shopping longer.  OH

Successful Yard Sales GD.indd   2 2015-02-26   12:52 PM

Expert
Design &
Craftmanship

Family owned, Paradise Bath & Kitchen has 
been helping Ottawa homeowners with their 
bathroom and kitchen renovations since 1984.  
Our team of expert designers, cabinet makers 
and plumbers work with our valued customers 
on projects from start to finish. 

Visit our newly renovated showroom 
for innovative products and  
personalized service.

48 Northside Road, Nepean | 613.828.1515

www.paradisebathandkitchen.ca

for over 30 years.

Paradise_SP15.indd   1 15-01-30   10:28 AM

Sliding Closet Doors
Room Dividers 

Barn Doors & Hardware

28 Grenfell Cres,  Nepean
613-225-1501

piramidmfg.comMFG. LTD.

Piramid_Sum14.indd   1 14-05-26   10:35 AM
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ARMAND MONTPELLIER 
AND CARM FALSEETO
Pure Elements of Design  
Kitchen & Bathroom Studio 

Why do people visit Pure Elements? We 
at Pure Elements of Design offer a complete, 
full suite of coordinated services appropriate 
to your needs. They include on-site, in-home 
consultation and measurements and renderings, 
plus access to cabinet, flooring and counter top 
manufacturers, as well as integrated planning 
of plumbing, electrical, engineering, renovation 
and carpentry specialists. We will even assist 
you in the selection of paint colours, decorative 
accessories, plumbing and lighting fixtures. Every 
detail counts and we work hard to make sure that 
realizing the final result is as painless as possible.

Describe your style: As designers we keep 
ourselves pretty neutral to all styles from 
contemporary to modern and from transitional 
to traditional. We deal with all sorts of different 
clients who have different needs. Our preference 
is contemporary to modern. 

As a newer business, how did Pure Elements 
begin? We have known one another and worked 
together for over 25 years and have talked about 
opening our own studio for the last 10 years. Even 
some of our family members and mutual friends 
were calling us “Will & Grace” and couldn’t 
wait for us to begin a partnership in the design 
business. Here we are almost one year open. 

The kitchen is the heart of the home, a place where you not only release 
your inner chef, but also gather with family and friends. OUR HOMES 
introduces people who can help you with your kitchen dreams.

CHEF’S A
DELIGHTSTORY SARAH HOY

PHOTOGRAPHY  
JESSICA DEEKS

Continued on page 62 595 W. Hunt Club Road  613-733-6151
www.blindswithflair.com

up to 

60%
OFF 

custom blinds  

& shades!

Shutters | Alternating Shades | Cellular Shades
Roller Shades | Silhouettes | Curtains | Bedding 

Call us for a free in-home consultation!
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BARWOOD
FLOORING
ONE MAIN LOCATION TO SERVE YOU:
155 Colonnade Road S, NEPEAN  |  T: 613-225-0296
www.barwoodflooring.com
 

of  
Flooring  

Excellence

“Flooring for life.”

Celebrating 50 years of excellence,  
Barwood Flooring is Ottawa’s Premier  
leading flooring specialist. 
Our Showroom, located in Nepean,  
will mesmerize you with a wide array of the 
finest quality of flooring selections such as 
HARDWOOD, CORK, LAMINATE, LEATHER, 
HAND-SCRAPED, ENGINEERED, VINYL,  
STAIR REFACING to reflect your home’s 
sophistication and to suit every style and 
budget. Our sales consultants are highly 
knowledgeable with our products and will 
respond to any of your questions.  
Estimates are FREE.  
Our warehouse is a humidity-controlled 
environment, unique in Ontario. 

Mirage - Red Oak Isla - Alive Collection

Barwood_SP15.indd   1 15-02-23   11:10 AM
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GUY BIANCHI
MR Kitchens

Describe what people can find at MR Kitchens? MR 
Kitchens is a one-stop destination for the design, manufacture, 
and installation of high-quality cabinetry. We have a team of 10 
designers and three design centres throughout Ottawa. At each 
design centre, there are many different displays of design options. 

When did MR Kitchens start and why did you decide 
to open? MR Kitchens opened in 1986 in Vars as a cabinet 
manufacturer. For our first 20 years we sold 90 per cent of our 
cabinets through distributors and contractors. The past decade 
has seen a shift for us from wholesale clients to the retail market 
in the Ottawa area. We have recently added additional retail 
space and we now service the majority of our clients through 
our three design centres in Vars, Orleans, and Nepean. The focus 
is now on designing, building and installing custom spaces. If it 
involves cabinetry, we can do it. 

Describe what makes you different? We are a design firm 
that manufactures and installs our own cabinetry specifically for 
each client’s needs and space. Clients start their project with a 
dedicated designer who takes care to ensure the space is planned 
thoughtfully and efficiently. Once the design is complete, the 
project moves to our 32,000 sq. ft., state-of-the-art, production 
floor where the manufacturing team takes over to build and 
perfect each cabinet and accessory to our highest standards. 
Once our quality control checks are complete, our installation 
technicians install the final product quickly, efficiently, and to 
the client’s satisfaction. 

MICHEL SÉGUIN, ANNA 
BAJOREK, ANDRÉE-ANNE 
MALETTE AND ANNABELLE ROY
Boiserie Sebo Woodwork Inc.

Sebo is growing. Tell us about your extension: We seem 
to be good at outgrowing our space. We are adding on another 
4,600 square feet of manufacturing space, which will allow us 
to be more efficient than ever. Along with the addition, the front 
facade of the building will receive a complete facelift to give it a 
more modern look and feel.

What are people asking for right now? Turnkey projects 
have become our specialty. People are not just looking for kitchen 
cabinets and countertops from Sebo anymore; they are looking 
for the one-stop-shopping experience. We have partnered with 
great local contractors and suppliers to offer a full renovation 
service. From trim and paint to a full gut renovation, we do it all.

How would you describe your team of designers? These 
designers are like family to us. They work one-on-one with their 
clients throughout the entire design process, and work diligently 
to ensure that their wish list is completely checked off in the end. 
As soon as you set foot in our showroom, you’re greeted with a 
smile and they make you feel right at home.  OH

SHARRI FERMOYLE
The Ensuite Bath & Kitchen Showroom 

What is the trend for 2015? Kitchen sinks are all about 
colour – undermount sinks that blend with the new quartz 
countertops. You can create a striking look with a colourful sink, 
or instead a very monochromatic look with one of the neutral 
colours found in the many stones we work with each day.

What makes you unique? We carry Kohler’s enameled cast 
iron undermount sinks in many colours. Only cast iron Kohler 
sinks have a luxurious and silky feel. Top if off with a gorgeous 
quartz and/or granite stone and the kitchen just glistens.

How should people approach a new kitchen design? They 
should choose the sink first and then build the cabinets. The 
kitchen layout is important because it’s where everyone gathers. 
We know people are happier when the footprint of the kitchen 
design begins with the dream choice of sink, not the sink that 
they had to settle for.

CARA SCOTT, JENNIFER SAID 
AND CARLIE HARNISH
Paradise Kitchen and Bath 

What is the most popular kitchen trend you see? For 
the last couple of years we have been seeing countertop 
thickness getting bigger and bigger, with three-inch waterfall 
edges or more. Recently clients have been inquiring about 
thinner tops. It is a more modern look and keeps the kitchen 
light and airy. 

What makes Paradise unique? We’ve been in business 
for 30 years now and one thing has always stayed the same – 
project management. We have always been a one-stop shop: 
you work with us from the beginning and we take care of 
everything. Once the project starts, our designers are on the 
job throughout the entire process. We work very closely with 
the contractors so that the client’s visions are met. 

How would you describe your team of designers? 
Eclectic! We are all different and have had different training 
in design. As a client you would work with one of us, but in 
the planning process we generally work together. It is always 
helpful to have different ideas and ways of thinking in the 
planning of a kitchen or bathroom. This way the client is 
getting the best we have to offer.
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See more exciting projects at 
sebowoodwork.com

613 830 2000

After

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Wine Cellars & Bars, Entertainment Units, Of�ices & More!

Before

After

Before

Make your home 
your dream home!

Our team of professional designers and craftsmen will 
work with you to create your perfect dream home, 
whether it is a brand new project or a complete 
renovation! We manufacture superb quality 
residential and commercial custom cabinetry. 
Visit our beautiful showroom at 780 Taylor Creek 
Drive in Orléans or call to set up an appointment.

OTTAWAHOMEANDGARDENSHOW.COM PRODUCED BY

The Ottawa Home & Garden Show presented by RE/MAX is the most trusted resource for 
every home improvement project, inside and out. With more than 350 exhibitors and exciting 
new features, there’s real advice, real inspiration and real experts at every turn. Satisfaction 
guaranteed — or the price of admission is on us.

Tour EXALT, built by Bonneville Homes for the ultimate in lifestyle 
and décor ideas. This cozy bungalow with a bold personality was 
designed as a haven of serenity and relaxation, featuring 10 ft. 
ceilings and a retractable glass wall that will redefine how you 
think about indoor/outdoor living space. With décor and furnishings 
provided by Artemano, appliances by Direct Buy and landscaping 
by official partners,  Landscape Ontario and Permacon.

Greenery goes local at the Canadian Dream Garden presented 
by Landscape Ontario and Permacon. This year, the tulip will 
be highlighted as the feature flower, as 2015 marks the 70th 
anniversary of the Tulip Festival. Plus, see the latest 
in gardening trends and learn how to get the 
most of your exterior living space to create 
your very own backyard oasis.

THE EXALT, BUILT BY BONNEVILLE HOMES & PRESENTED BY MAJIC 100 THE CANADIAN DREAM GARDEN, PRESENTED BY LANDSCAPE ONTARIO & PERMACON

#1 FOR OVER 30 YEARS

*ON REGULAR ADULT ADMISSION

BUY TICKETS ONLINE
PROMO CODE: OURHOME

PROPERTY OF

®

®

®

®

OFFICIAL HARDSCAPE PARTNER 

SPONSORS PARTNERS

OFFICIAL LANDSCAPE 
& GARDEN PARTNER 

OFFICIAL MATTRESS SPONSOR

APPLIANCES BY
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Karbon® Kitchen Faucet
The Karbon articulating faucet offers precision and control in the kitchen’s most pivotal area.  

Innovative and enduring KOHLER® faucets deliver a lifetime of style and performance – all at a great 

value.  Visit our showroom to experience firsthand the exceptional quality of KOHLER faucets.

Ensuite Bath & Kitchen Showroom 

www.ensuiteottawa.com 613 244-0001 1732 Woodward Drive
Ottawa, Ontario

K2C 0P8

The Ensuites_Sp15.indd   1 15-02-04   1:46 PM

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT
A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  

NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN  
OTTAWA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

DISCOVERY DREAM HOMES  
Discovery Dream Homes is a leader in innovative designs 

world class manufacturing of the highest quality log and 
timber products. We are 
a unique and innovative 
home company, not just 
in the manufacturing of 
your dream home but 
throughout your whole 
experience. 

Chris Nolan, your local 
area design consultant 

along with the award winning DDH team of professionals, daily 
turn dreams like ours into reality. From custom cottage retreats 
to year round homes, from traditional style warmth to rustic 
charm or modern contemporary’s... nothing is out of reach for 
Chris and the Discovery team. 

His New Eastern Ontario Discovery cottage will soon be 
completed and ready for viewing by personal appointment. Chris 
invites you to come for an informative cottage visit, see you at 
your personal site or take you for a tour to the DDH head office. 

During introduction you will be amazed by the latest 3D 
software, feel the wood and see our product, review the best 
value for your investment, watch the factory fully automated 
CNC machine and craftspersons carve out the intricate details 
of your new Discovery Log or Timber Frame dream home. 
Chris Nolan • 613.539.6175 • discoverydreamhomes.com
cnolan@discoverydreamhomes.com (Please see ad on page 75)

BONNECHERE VALLEY WINDOWS –
LET US TRANSFORM YOUR SPACE  

We are custom manufacturers of Canadian and European 
style windows and doors. Our professional staff custom make 
and install a variety of window and door styles, including the 
European Tilt & Turn type, with profiles from the leading vinyl 
extruder, REHAU. We have been satisfying customers since 1987.

We are committed to 
excellence, from planning to 
manufacturing, installing and 
servicing in the residential 
and commercial markets. 
Our factory and showroom 
is located in Eganville nestled 
in the heart of the Ottawa 

Valley and we service Ottawa and Eastern Ontario.
Our European style Bi-Fold Window or Door Design is a 

premium solution for spaces that need wide, unobstructed 
openings up to sixteen feet wide. It can be used to accentuate 
open plan living, bringing the outside into the inside. This unique 
design allows sash panels to fold to either side, creating a wide 
opening without any interruption.

This modern and sophisticated system uses compression seal 
technology for superior sound, air and water performance and 
can easily be matched with a variety of window configurations.

Contact us now for a free, no-obligation estimate.
www.b-v-w.com • info@b-v-w.com • 1.800.257.1681  
(Please see ad on page 39)

TAILORED LIVING FEATURING PREMIER GARAGE OF OTTAWA 
Closets • Garages • Home Offices • Pantries • Murphy Beds  

As your local Organizational Specialists, Tailored Living 
featuring PremierGarage is dedicated to bringing Ottawa and 
the surrounding areas outstanding service and personalized 
organization solutions to fit your home and lifestyle. Let us 
help you find the best storage 
solutions for your home and 
garage. We have been proudly 
serving the greater Ottawa 
area since 2006.

O u r  c u s t o m  c l o s e t 
furnishings will make the most 
of your closet space so your 
wardrobe is presented to you 
in a personalized way. Tailored 
Living offers closet organization solutions in a variety of styles to 
complement your existing decor. Incorporate baskets, drawers, 
shelving and storage behind decorative doors to keep you 
organized while providing space to hang shirts, pants, and jackets. 
Find every clothing article and accessory you need, when you need 
it, with Tailored Living’s custom closet furnishings and make the 
most of your closet.

In addition to all our great in-home products we can 
also enhance your garage with a variety of cabinetry and 
organizational accessories. We are very proud to offer our 
PremierOne® hybrid polymer garage floor coating developed by 
Sika® that will transform your old garage floor into an attractive 
surface that is easy to clean and maintain. 
Call now for your free in-home consultation: 613.225.5218
www.TailoredLiving.com • www.PremierGarage.com 
(Please see ad on page 55)

THE OTTAWA HOME & GARDEN SHOW  
Conveniently located in the spacious EY Centre, The Ottawa 

Home & Garden Show presented by RE/MAX is back with an 
incredible line-up of prestigious, 
innovative and ever-green focused 
exhibitors bringing the best and 
latest in indoor and outdoor living. 
Home and garden expertise will be 
more accessible than ever at this 
year’s show, with hundreds of elite 
exhibitors and experts offering up 
tips and techniques you can use on 
your own home. This year’s show 
is also unveiling a new feature 
called the “Ask the Expert” Zone 
presented by Rogers TV, which 
will give guests 15 minutes to chat one-on-one with industry 
leaders in design and décor, landscaping and horticulture, as well 
as home renovation and services. The Ottawa Home & Garden 
Show presented by RE/MAX runs March 26-29 at the EY Centre.
For more show information and to buy your tickets online and 
save please visit www.ottawahomeandgardenshow.com  
(Please see ad on page 64)

Continued on page 68



What’s your vision 

for Canada? We dream of a country where 
each new generation can explore 
rugged shorelines, wide-open 
prairies and vast forests. a place 
where wildlife can thrive.

This is the vision that drives the 
nature Conservancy of Canada. 
We identify the land, we secure it, 
and we protect it. Forever. it’s that 
simple and that effective. But we 
can’t do it alone.

to find out how you can help,  
visit natureconservancy.ca 
1-800-465-8005

charitable registration number  11924 6544 rr0001

Weston family conservation centre; Photo by liz saunders.

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT
A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  

NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN  
OTTAWA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

HOSPICE CARE OTTAWA 
It’s a fact of life that “Girls just wanna have fun!”. It’s also 

a fact of life that women are very generous when giving to 
organizations that are dear to their hearts.  
We have a great opportunity for you and 
your BFF’s to do both at the same time! 
Join us at the 9th Annual Girls Night Out in 
support of Hospice Care Ottawa on Friday, 
May 29, 2015 at Algonquin College. 

Firefighters will escort you to your table 
where you will enjoy a decadent meal, 
complimentary wine, music, dancing and 
entertainer extraordinaire in the person 
of George Thomas. The vast array of raffle 

prizes and silent and live auction items will have you drooling!  
Sorry this event is for women only!

Every year has been a sell-out and only 700 tickets are 
available for this year’s event. Buy your tickets early to avoid 
disappointment!

Tickets are $85.00 each with a $25 tax receipt. Sponsorship 
opportunities are still available.
Buy your tickets online at www.hospicecareottawa.ca  
or call us at 613.591.6002 ext. 27
To learn more about Hospice Care Ottawa, please visit  
our website at www.hospicecareottawa.ca (Please see ad on page 48)

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY RESTORE  
We have moved !!!
The Habitat affiliate office, 

and the Walkley ReStore have 
moved to 768 Belfast Road, 
near Trainyards. ReStore East 
is now located at 768 Belfast. 
And, don’t forget about ReStore 
West, located at 7 Enterprise 
Drive, near Hunt Club/Merivale!

Did you know that the Habitat for Humanity NCR is responsible 
for Ottawa’s best kept secret when it comes to renovation and 
design? The non-profit best known for building affordable 
housing also operates two ReStores where they sell new and 
gently used building, renovation and decorating materials. 

The ReStores sell everything from cabinetry; light fixtures; tiles; 
windows and even the kitchen sink. Inventory turns over regularly 
so it’s best to stop by frequently to check out new donations from 
individuals, professional renovators and stores like Home Depot. 
Often one-of-a-kind treasures may be your reward. 

The ReStore keeps waste out of the landfills, and proceeds 
fund Habitat NCR’s operating costs. You get a great product, 
great price and support a great cause. 
The ReStores are open: Monday to Saturday from 9-5  
and Sunday 12-5 • www.habitatncr.com
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J
When conditions are just right, carbohydrates, 
stored as starch in the roots and trunks of 
maple trees, begin to morph into sugar. 

The sugar merges with water while being 
pulled from the ground up through the roots, 
trunk and limbs. Warm days cause pressure 
to build up in the tree, forcing the thin, clear, 
slightly sweet and sticky sap to drip out of 
drilled holes (1).

Sugar maple (Acer saccharinum) is the 
most widely used tree for collecting sap for 
syrup-making, but other maple species, birch, 
walnut and beech trees are also tapped for sap. 
Modern methods of sap collection rely on an 
intricate network of plastic lines that funnel 
the sap directly to the boiler (2).

The sap is boiled until the water content is 
reduced and the sugars are concentrated into a 
syrup-thick liquid.

Syrup from the first sap run of the season 
is light amber and mild in taste, labeled No. 
1 Extra Light. By the end of the season, the 
syrup is a rich, full-bodied and dark amber 
colour. This is the grade of syrup I prefer 
for both cooking and drizzling on pancakes 
because of its distinct maple flavour (3).

Just as spring slips into 
our consciousness, 
something almost 
mystical is taking place 
deep in the woods. It 
happens only when 
daytime temperatures 
inch above freezing and 
then drop back into 
crisp, frigid nights.

STORY PAT CROCKER

MAPLE 
MAGIC

• Rub pork slices with sage and rosemary 
and season lightly with salt and pepper.  

• In a large skillet, heat oil over medium-
high heat. Add seasoned pork slices and 
cook until lightly browned, about one 
minute per side. Remove from pan and 
set aside. Reduce heat and add onion 
to pan. Cook, frequently stirring, for five 
minutes or until softened. Stir in apples 
and cook, occasionally stirring, for five 
minutes. Stir in maple syrup.

• Return pork and accumulated juices to 
skillet. Add stock, cover and simmer, 
until juices run clear when pork is pierced 
with the tip of a sharp knife, about five 
minutes. Transfer pork to platter and 
keep warm. Increase heat to high; cook 
apple mixture, frequently stirring, for 
three minutes or until liquid becomes 
syrupy. Spoon over pork and serve 
immediately.  OH

MAPLE-BRAISED  
APPLES AND PORK 
Makes 4 servings

1 lb boneless pork loin or tenderloin,  
cut in ½-inch (1cm) thick slices

2 tsp chopped fresh sage

1 tsp chopped fresh rosemary

salt and pepper

2 Tbsp extra-virgin olive oil

1 onion, thinly sliced

4 apples, cored and thinly sliced

2 Tbsp (30 mL) maple syrup

½ cup (125 mL) apple juice

2

3

Get more recipes at 
ourhomes.ca/mag/cookonline

1
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MISSISSIPPI RIVER

CARLETON PLACE
7

MAGGIE’S PLACE

• Hardwood throughout main fl oor
• 9’ Ceilings
• Most models include a 3-car garage

www.LuxartHomes.com

Bungalows and Two-Storey Homes
1.5-3 acre lots on the edge of Carleton Place

Book a Consultation
613.253.7571

FROM $449,900
(INCLUDES LOT AND HST)

Visit Our Model Home

SALES CENTRE HOURS

Saturday and Sunday 12:00pm-4:00pm

107 William Hay Drive 
(South off  Hwy. 7 onto Hwy. 15, right

onto 10th Line, left into Maggie’s Place)

• Custom design at no charge
• The highest calibre of construction
• 20 minutes from Canadian Tire Centre

Luxart_SP15.indd   1 15-02-19   3:59 PM

cooking at home
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NISHINO VOTIVE 
CANDLE HOLDER:  
Glassybaby

PROFESSIONAL 
PEPPER MILL:  
Trudeau Corp.

CORAL APPLIQUE PILLOW 
COVER WITH BEADS: 
Williams-Sonoma Home

VERANDA COLLECTION: 
Crosley Furniture

MARSALA
PANTONE’S COLOUR OF THE YEAR

APACHE RED 
PAINT COLOUR: 
Benjamin Moore

ERRAI 
WALLPAPER: 
Trove

DIALLO SMALL 
CHANDELIER: 
Arteriors

THREE-PIECE AMIGOS 
VASE SET: CB2

STAUB CAST IRON TEAPOT: 
Zwilling J.A. Henckels

STAND MIXER: KitchenAid

See more online at ourhomes.ca/mag/marsalaonline

MARIN RED DINNERWARE 
COLLECTION: Crate & Barrel

30-INCH 
CLASSIC 
GAS RANGE: 
Heartland 
Appliances

Colour_of_the_Year.indd   2 2015-02-27   9:44 AM

PROUDLY SERVING THE OTTAWA AREA

Each CertaPro Painters® business is independently owned and operated.

613-701-0701
ottawa.certapro.com

Painting your home is a personal experience. At CertaPro Painters® we work very hard to make 

sure it’s also your most rewarding, enjoyable home improvement project of the year.

• Residential & Commercial Painting

• Interior & Exterior Painting

• Eco-Friendly Paints

• Drywall Repair

• Wallpaper Removal

• Multi-Year Warranty

• Carpentry Services

• Colour Consultation

• Locally Owned & Operated

decorating
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SHUTTER BUGS

OOriginally designed to shut out sunlight and 
prying eyes while protecting the glass from the 
elements, window shutters are practical and 
versatile ornaments. When they fall out of favour 
as window coverings, they can get a new life as 
a wall finish. Here’s how to upcycle old window 
shutters to give walls a fresh, coastal look.

PHOTOS AND STORY WALTER FRANCZYK

Tools & Materials

• Shutters and bifold doors

• Cleaning rags and sandpaper

• Putty knife, latex paint and brushes

• One-by-two-inch wooden strapping

• Wood screws and a screwdriver or a 
power drill/driver

• Measuring tape, spirit level, square 
and pencil

• Hammer and finishing nails or nail gun

• Saw for trimming shutters

• DAP DryDex spackling or other fillers for 
nail holes

How-To

• Collect shutters and louvered bifold 
doors from family, friends and at garage 
sales. Habitat for Humanity’s Restore is a 
great source.

• Clean and lightly sand the shutters. 

• Paint shutters in your choice of colours. 
Sometimes leftover house paint 
will suffice.

• You can plan a pattern of shutters by first 
arranging them in a grid on the floor.

• Using wood screws, horizontally strap 
a wall at 18-inch vertical intervals with 
one-by-two-inch boards. Shutters will be 
nailed to these straps using finishing nails 
or a nail gun.

OR 

• If you’re adventurous, simply start nailing 
up shutters and fit them as you work your 
way along the wall. 

• Trim shutters, as needed, to fit around 
doors and windows.

• Use bifold doors as tall vertical shutters or 
cut them to make shorter shutters.

• Trim shutters around electrical outlets. 
Frame the outlets.

• Fill nail holes. Touch up the paint finish.  OH

Plan a pattern of shutters by first 
arranging them on the floor.

Discover more DIY projects 
at ourhomes.ca/mag/createonline

Finishing Touch_Shutter Wall.indd   2 2015-03-02   2:18 PM

finishing touch



613.236.8001OakWood.ca

Voted
Ottawa’s Best

Home Design and
Renovation
Company

Ottawa’s
Most Trusted

Renovator

2 Torch Awards

Canada’s Only
Mike Holmes

Approved
Renovator

2014 Ontario
Renovator
of the Year

OHBA


