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A BACKYARD OASIS

If you are the kind of homeowner who craves a spa-like 
experience outdoors, you’d be smart to take a minute to get to 
know Jody and Kevin McCombe, who seem to have perfected 

the art (not to mention the design) of outdoor living in the 
Arbourbrook neighbourhood of Carp. 

LEFT: The pool (Pool Builders Ottawa) is ideal for family entertaining 
as it has two shallow ends, with the deepest part in the middle. “It’s 
perfect for pool volleyball or any kind of entertaining,” says Kevin. TOP: 
A dedicated room for the hot tub makes for four-season enjoyment. 
(Windows from WeatherWall Enclosures Inc.) MIDDLE: Beckoning to 
be used, an inviting chaise lounge waits temptingly poolside. Beyond 
is the cabana, complete with small kitchen and bathroom. ABOVE: The 
yard is surrounded by landscaped beds, fountains and lush greenery.

Continued on page 25
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TThey were living in Stittsville with a tween-age daughter when Tristan 
Terkuc of Shellstar Homes contacted them about a custom build on a two-
acre lot. “He said we had to come and take a look at it,” remembers Jody. “We 
did not think it was going to be for us. We thought it was going to be too far 
away, but we came out, fell in love, and built. We’ve been here five years now.”

It was the idea of living in a small community and being close to the 
city that sealed the deal. “I wanted space and to be able to do stuff. She 
didn’t want to be that far out of the city,” says Kevin. 

The home took about a year to design. “There were things that each of 
us wanted to get into the house. When we started out I said, ‘There’s got 
to be a three-car garage, so let’s start from there,’” jokes Kevin. After that 
(he did get his garage), it unfolded organically.

“We knew we wanted a great room and that there had to be an office 
on the main floor,” says Kevin. “It was mine for about a month,” he laughs. 
Jody, a web designer, took over the main floor office and Kevin’s workroom 
is now in the basement. “We wanted most of the living space on the main 
floor and just enough on the upper floor for bedrooms. That’s how we 
started and we continued to develop from there,” says Kevin.

Today, Jody and Kevin, along with their daughters (ages 16 and 3) and 
the family dog are busy enjoying 2,600 sq. ft. of living space, not including 
the finished basement or their outdoor living space. 

Although they like to spend every spare sunny moment outdoors, the 

indoor side of things has 
not been neglected. “One 
of the things that was big 
for us was lighting,” says 
Jody. It all came from Living 
Lighting. “Tristan said we 
had the most expensive 
lighting order he’s ever had 
in a custom home,” laughs 
Jody. “I think we set a new 
bar for lighting.” 

The hardwood flooring 
from Westboro Flooring 
and Décor is one of Jody’s 
favourite features of the home. Brazilian teak, also known as cumaru, is 
admired not only for its warm tone but its durability. It has held up well 
against dog nails and the day-to-day activities of a busy family of four. 

The kitchen from Deslaurier Custom Cabinets Inc. was designed 
in comfortable scale with the rest of the main floor. “I didn’t want to have 
one of those enormous kitchens that never gets used,” says Jody. She also 
wanted to move away from the idea of the kitchen as a gathering place 
and shift that “standing around space” elsewhere. Continued on page 27

A gazebo, with cosy furniture and stylish 
light fixture makes for a perfect place to 
unwind day or night. TOP RIGHT: Intricate 
details such as this railing (Frank’s Building 
Supplies & Sale) lend a hint of Mediterranean 
flair to the home. BOTTOM RIGHT: The 
beautiful Brazilian Teak flooring in the living 
room is one of Jody’s favourite features.
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Mediterranean stylings sneak into the interior design throughout the 
home. “I love anything marble and Mediterranean looking,” says Jody. But 
the columns and dark cabinetry end at the back door, where visitors are 
greeted by 2,600 sq. ft. of interlocking stone and an outdoor spa that is 
perfectly set up for entertaining. A cabana, an oasis-shaped pool, hot tub, 
fountains, fish-filled ponds and even a playground tucked behind mature 
trees make this outdoor living space a place to truly enjoy. “It’s like a resort 
or a little Scandinavian spa out there in the summer,” says Jody. “There’s 
a gazebo and wicker furniture in it with colourful cushions. There’s a 
chandelier in it so at night it’s just beautiful.” The pool house has a sauna, 
a tanning bed, a small kitchen and a bathroom. 

Kevin, who is a vice-president of engineering at a high-tech firm, also 
has a landscaping company, J-KAT Landscape Management, that he and 
partner Andy Boznar operate. The backyard is their design. Continued on page 28

ABOVE LEFT: The en suite features light 
marble tile throughout. ABOVE RIGHT: 
Decorated in a palette of neutral tones, the 
master suite makes for a relaxing retreat. 
OPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: 
(1) Functionality was key in the design of the 
kitchen. (2) Homeowners Kevin & Jody. (3) 
The couple’s daughter enjoys her very own 
playhouse among the trees. (4) The main floor 
features columns and dark wood furnishings.
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“We spend all summer out there,” says Jody. “The point was to make it 
into the kind of place we didn’t want to leave in the summer.” 

“It’s very relaxing on the weekends and after work,” adds Kevin. 
“The whole backyard is about entertaining,” says Jody. “It’s rare 

that it’s just the four of us out there.” And that’s the interesting 
part of this story. The backyard – a peaceful retreat at the best of 
times – is very much a spoke in the community wheel. Jody and 

Kevin believe the sense of friendship and community is one of 
the best things about the neighbourhood in which they chose to 
settle down. “Within half-an-hour of sending an email out, we can 
have 18 people sitting around our firepit with their kids roasting 
marshmallows,” says Jody. “In the summer we can send an email at 
9 a.m saying the pool opens at noon and have 40 people here just 
from the neighbourhood. It’s great.”  OH

A large home theatre room 
(Signature Audio Video) and bright 
exercise room with sauna are a 
perfect fit inside the large basement.

925 Belfast Rd.
Ottawa

613.244.4315
www.eurotilestone.com

28  o u r h o m e s   s u m m e r   2 0 1 2

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r


