
This chic, extensively renovated Alta Vista 
home reflects a similar experience, with 
abundant windows (Bowen Windows) 
of varying shapes and sizes, framing 
exquisite views from all angles. Similarly, 
the design and décor choices feature 
crisp, clean lines that serve a comparable 
function. It’s an architectural feat when the 

view of the outdoors is enhanced by your 
perspective indoors.

The current homeowners bought this home 
in 2012, renovated through much of 2013 and 
2014 (General Contractor Mark Patterson, 
Patterson Homes). The footprint of 
the house is essentially the same, with the 
exception of one addition. 
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Artists are conscious of 
not only what goes on 
their canvas, but how 
their canvas frames the 
visual experience. 

COOL LINESmeet lake views

TOP: The fireplace from Hubert’s Fireplace 
Consultation + Design is a focal point in this living 
area. ABOVE: The couple wanted a  light that 
wouldn’t obstruct their view of the lake from the 
office. They opted for this sleek chandelier. RIGHT: 
This spacious living area houses collectables and 
bright family artwork.

Continued on page 40

This small lake nestled in Alta 
Vista provides a cottage view 
from a modern home. 
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The homeowners, a couple with two 
school-aged children, embrace these housing 
antitheses to help define their style. “What 
is our style?” the homeowner wonders aloud. 
“You could describe our style as modern, but 
also as whimsical. We wanted space, light and 
sun. We’re a busy family and we wanted smart 
pieces. We are very much about function.” 

This is clearly evident in a number of 
their design choices. In a collaborative 
relationship with carpenter Peter van Delst 
of PeterDutch Custom Cabinetry, the 
homeowners designed, with support from 
Peter, custom benches, built-ins and storage 
systems. They not only contribute heavily to 
the aesthetic, but clearly simplify day-to-day 
living because of their pragmatic intent. “We 
knew what we wanted, and we knew that we 
didn’t want to shop for something that didn’t 
exist,” says the homeowner. She told Peter, “I’ll 
design these, but you need to guide us.”

The end result is classic and simple 
cupboard systems in the children’s bedrooms, 
a lovely built-in wall unit in the sunny family 
room and even a smart, stylish island in 
the dressing area of the expansive master 
bedroom. There’s even a series of smart hooks 
with benches in the mudroom, where the 
kids can toss their towels when running 
in and out to the pool and hot tub (Floral 
Design Landscaping).

What’s even better than looking at a lake 
surrounded by nature? If you’re a design 
enthusiast, it would be the opportunity to 
take in the vista with design elements to shape 
the experience, like glass, strategic pathways 
for natural light and even translucent, 
water-themed light fixtures that support and 
enhance the view.

Together with designer Alex Ramos, 
they designed the light fixture (Marchand 
Lighting + Electrical) that hangs in the 
front hallway. “We didn’t want to obstruct 
the view, so we wanted a light fixture that we 
could see through, and doesn’t draw attention 
to itself. We wanted to still be able to see the 
lake,” says the homeowner.

An open riser staircase (Accurate Stairs 
and Railings) banked in glass (Mirror 
Works) enhances the sense of space with 
the free flow of light. The dark wood flooring 
(Gaylord Hardwood Flooring) that flanks 
much of the main floor presents a nice colour 
contrast to the white walls and ties in to the 
rich palette of the kitchen.

This house is cool on many levels, partly 
because it promotes some contrarian design 
elements; it makes a contemporary statement 
with clean lines that are softened and blended 
with family-friendly, uber-functional choices. 
The absence of colour in this predominantly 
white house (Pittsburgh Paints, Flat Custom 
White) actually serves to make what colour 
is present pop dramatically. Its address 
reveals its urban location, yet it’s nestled 
in a surprisingly pastoral pocket, complete 
with leafy trees, wildlife and a lake that these 
homeowners enjoy paddling around on, right 
out their back door.

Continued on page 43

The glass staircase creates an open feel throughout 
the home. OPPOSITE: The homeowner steered away 
from her original thoughts of a white kitchen and 
opted for a contrast of dark and light. BOTTOM: 
This dining area provides a view of the fire, 
lake and kitchen.
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Who doesn’t covet a corner office with a 
picture window? How about an office with 
a near floor-to ceiling window on one side 
instead of a wall, so that these homeowners 
can take in the view from their home office? 
“We wanted to be able to see the lake while we 
were working,” says the homeowner.

The kitchen is an interesting play in colour 
opposites, leveraging the interplay between 
light and dark. “Originally, I had wanted 
an all-white kitchen,” says the homeowner, 
but then reconsidered. “I needed to make 
a focal point in the kitchen,” which is why 
she selected the contrast of darker cabinetry 
(Deslaurier Custom Cabinets), which is 
made even more rich with the light, neutral 
flooring (Euro Tile + Stone) and quartz 
countertops (Deslaurier Custom Cabinets). 

The design of the kitchen very much 
reflects the personality of this family: modern, 
but earthy. The open layout means that the 
kids can run freely without worrying about 
the space’s durability. It’s also a great space 
for entertaining. In yet another cool design 
choice, there is a thin line of backsplash (Euro 
Tile + Stone), which borders yet another 
large window, providing a panoramic view 
of the backyard.

They converted a three-season room at the 
back of the house to a comfortably chic four-
season room, with sophisticated style in the 
décor and in the technology that makes this 
space so wonderful. The room is enveloped in 
floor-to-ceiling glass doors (Bowen Windows) 

Continued on page 44

A girl’s bedroom is complete with bright colours. 
The children’s creativity extends to their personal 
spaces. OPPOSITE, TOP: The couple can enjoy an 
evening on the deck that extends from the master 
bedroom. BOTTOM: The pool is ideal for family 
fun and has a four season room off to the side, 
with retractable windows. 
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that retract, literally letting the outside in. 
Automatic screens descend to replace the 
doors, allowing for comfortable relaxing on 
warm summer evenings. The white room 
is anchored by a deliciously contemporary 
wood burning fireplace (Hubert’s Fireplace 
Consultation + Design).

Upstairs, the master bedroom sets the 
stage for retreat and relaxation, with large 
windows offering multiple views of the nature 
outside. Just off of the bedroom is a wide 
second-floor balcony overlooking the lake, a 
perfect place for morning coffee. 

One of the most visually interesting rooms 
upstairs is the sumptuous master bath, where 
the focal point is a modern take on the claw-
foot tub (Mondeau Bathroom & Kitchen) 
where claws are replaced by angled dark 
blocks. “We actually picked the tub first,” says 
the homeowner, “and then we designed the 
bathroom around it,” using a monochromatic 
palette of greys, blacks and white to enhance 
the rich angles evident in this room.

The dramatic design effect of this 
renovated home underscores how 
renovations are essentially the evolution of 
a home, as it moves through generations, 
retaining its roots, but reinventing itself in a 
contemporary context.  OH

The spacious 
master en suite 
has clean lines, a 
monochromatic 
décor and unique 
touches, including 
blocks used on the 
stand-alone bath.

Transforming landscapes & impacting lives for over 30 years!

floraldesignlandscapinginc.com
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2860 Donnelly Drive, Kemptville, ON  

Design cell | 613-720-2735 
Design office | 613-258-7270
Design email | jimk.fdl@gmail.com
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Floral Design Landscaping, Pools and Nursery offers the client a one stop destination for all your 
landscaping needs. Landscape design, interlock and natural stone, pool and hot tub installation  

and an eleven acre nursery to choose the perfect plants for your home.

Let us show you the latest in pool pump technology. The Silensor is water cooled and quiet. The heat 
and noise are absorbed by the pool water. Free heating for your pool and reduced energy consumption.
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Building your dream 
home with you,  
not just for you.

613.850.6275     www.pattersonhomes.ca

Personalized Building 
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