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Long famed for its luxe 
real estate and beautifully 
manicured boulevards, Park 
Avenue in New York City 
has been home to plenty 
of rising enterprises, like 
MetLife and JP Morgan. 
It also boasts plenty of 
landmarks, including The 
Ritz Tower and the famed 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. 

In Burlington, Ontario, Park Avenue is 
nestled in the mature, Aldershot area. Close 
to the waterfront trail and LaSalle Park, it’s 
an up-and-coming enclave that’s gaining its 
own notoriety. 

It’s here that Angela Walker and her 
husband decided to build their new home. The 
couple wanted to live by the lake in the west 
area of Burlington. After a year of searching, 
they found the perfect lot. 

With a love for modern architecture, the 
couple boldly embarked on designing and 
building a contemporary space complete 
with commercial-grade materials. Strong 
lines and bold horizontal and vertical features 
are prominent elements of the home’s curb 
appeal. At first, the idea of a 3,600 sq. ft. 
modern home might seem out of place in the 
transitioning area. 

Though the home’s aesthetic is fresh and 
contemporary, its clean lines and the use of 
simple, organic materials allow it to snap 
snugly into the existing landscape. The front 
and rear landscaping was designed by Escape 
Outdoor Management. The architectural 
design was completed by David Carrothers 
of Carrothers & Associates Inc. David 
says the goal of the home design was to help 
redefine the neighbourhood, evoke questions 
and push the boundaries. “We had to hit the 
design mark and make the house feel like a 
part of the neighbourhood rather than fight 
with it,” says David.

The design is clean but 
certainly not simple with the 
spectacular staircase and 
wide open views that sweep 
the main floor.
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Step inside the aluminum pivot front 
door into an open-concept living space with 
12-foot ceilings. Pale, wide-plank engineered 
oak flooring from Trafalgar Hardwood 
Floors runs throughout. To the left, a custom 
cantilevered staircase by Hahn & Sons Ltd. 
is crafted of billeted American aluminum, 
white powder coated and enclosed in an 
oversize glass panel. Dark framed windows 
and doors add a dramatic touch of modernity. 

The kitchen and family room share one 
big open space. Oversize 10-foot doors flood 
the main level with light and slide open to 
the patio to extend the living space. Paint 
colours were chosen with the help of Jackson 
Berezowsky. Streamlined touch-to-open 
grey cabinetry from Muti Kitchen & Bath 
in Oakville were made in Italy. Appliances are 
from Goemans Appliances. Hints of walnut 
warm the space. The unique backsplash is 
painted glass. Fresh Caesarstone counters add 
brightness. A tiled wall in the family room 
connects the two spaces together and provides 
visual interest. The tile repeats in the powder 
room for continuity. Blinds to fit the modern 
aesthetic are from Shades of Home.

“We had a great relationship between our 
architectural designer David Carrothers and 
our general contractor Donald Hammond. 
Communication was always fluid and our 
final design wishes were always fulfilled,” 
says Angela. “Communication was the key, 
and early decision making on products and 
materials was very useful, so we were never 
running behind on time frame. Carrothers 
& Associates Inc. are able to produce 
computer renderings, which was fantastic to 
be able to view the house design and make 
changes when needed.”

David says the collaboration between 
designer, homeowner and contractor made 
the project special. “Everyone had a passion 

for modern design and really wanted to make 
this house shine in the neighbourhood,” he 
says. “It is quite complicated designing and 
building something so simple. Great, relevant 
modern design is hard to pull off. It seems to 
be the going trend but we have been doing it 
for years. It is our passion.”

Instead of the traditional triangular or 
craftsman-style roof, multiple roof lines at 
different levels showcase the design and 
highlight the uncommon silhouette of the 
structure. Interesting overhangs create a 
statement. “We wanted a flat roof with 
cantilevered overhangs, which were an 
engineering challenge but the finish was 
worth it,” says Angela.

Warm walnut and grey in the kitchen 
proves that modern doesn’t have to 
be austere. BELOW: Hints of chrome 
add to the casual contemporary vibe.

TOP RIGHT: 
The powder 
room is minimal 
chic with slate 
grey walls and 
a floating vanity 
and commode.
RIGHT: The 
family room is 
light, calming 
and clutter-free.
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A hallway behind the kitchen leads to the 
main floor master bedroom. The use of soothing 
neutrals allows the architectural elements, like 
the window over the bed, to shine through. 
The master closet was thoughtfully planned 
so that every inch of space serves a purpose. 
A doorway from the bedroom connects to the 
en suite and a cosy office, where homeowner 
Angela often works. The en suite finishes 
mirror those in the main living space and 
also connects the master hideaway to the 
rest of the home. 

ABOVE: Plenty of 
white and a few subtle 
hues come together 
and work well in the 
streamlined bedroom. 
LEFT: The custom 
walk-in closet provides 
space for the couple’s 
things. BELOW LEFT: 
Finishes carry into 
the master en suite, 
maintaining a cohesive 
design. BELOW 
RIGHT: Homeowner 
Angela works in her 
office hideaway.

Continued on page 32
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In the upper level, a long homework area is built into the hallway, 
and transom windows provide bright passageways that connect to 
additional rooms. The closets, custom desk area and audio-video 
unit were all crafted by carpenter Jeremy Greenwood of Greenwood 
Carpentry Designs.

The homeowners embrace their love of modern from top to bottom, 
from the shape of the rooms to the clean, straight lines and simple 
details. Modern design is often thought of as sparse, but in reality, it 

takes planning. Though minimalist, it’s the thoughtful details that 
support the style that create a warm inviting space.

Every client is different, and David says with each new project, 
he explores how clients live and where they spend their time to get 
a feel for their style before developing plans. “Our job is to guide the 
client, ask hard questions, push the envelope and help them along their 
journey, and in the end come up with a house with strong design that 
will stand the test of time.”  OH

ABOVE LEFT: The 
additional bedrooms 
take the opportunity to 
add splashes of colour 
to the otherwise neutral 
palette. ABOVE: A Jack-
and-Jill bath connects 
the bedrooms. LEFT: 
The integrated desk 
in the hallway makes 
creative use of the 
home’s space.
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