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The stone walkway to the Rays’ home 
in Oakvil le’s established Morrison 
neighbourhood greets visitors with a 
bright, airy, Cape Cod feel, as if stepping 
into the comforts of the coast without 
being right on the water.

Tracy and her husband Bob were first charmed by the community 
because it blended with their lifestyle, Tracy’s interior design business, 
and was close to daughter Lexi’s school. The home, developed by Stuart 
Riley of BRS Construction (now partnered with Bryan Bauemler to 
manage Bauemler Quality Construction), was built to blend into the area 
and looks as if it’s been standing there all along.” I wanted it to fit in the 
existing neighbourhood,” explains Tracy. “We wanted it to look like it has 
been here and that it was comfortable right away.”

The clean blue exterior and fresh white trim is capped with a grey-blue 
roof by SPAR-Marathon Roofing Supplies. Dormer windows and 
sprawling porches help give the home its coastal feel. The veranda features 
a tongue-and-groove cedar ceiling and twinkles with pot lights. “We can 
all sit out on the porch, even during a rainstorm,” says Tracy. 

The solid front door opens into a cosy main hall painted in Hummus by 
C2 Paint. Custom railings and hand-distressed black walnut floors extend 
to every room of the house. Crown moulding is featured throughout, from 
the dining room to the mudroom.
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Waffle ceilings, bold print 
chairs, and warm dark 

tones provide drama and 
elegance in the dining 

room. Floral arrangements 
by Convallaria Floral 

Design add instant beauty. 
OPPOSITE CLOCKWISE 

FROM TOP RIGHT:  
(1) Large dormer windows 

are accented by white 
pillars and  trim to add 

visual interest to the 
front of the home. (2)The 
lit fireplace provides the 

perfect backdrop to gather 
the family around the piano 

on special occasions. (3) 
Tall windows flood the living 

room with light. Bergère 
chairs provide a cosy space 

to read or lounge. (4) 
Tracy’s home office marries 

beauty and function with 
custom built-ins and an 

array of stylish accessories.

Continued on page 23
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The Rays worked with a draftsperson to create the architectural plans 
for the builder. “I was able to be specific with the rooms and create larger 
rooms for the kitchen and family room. That’s where everybody always 
is,” Tracy says.

As a designer, Tracy is no stranger to what works in a home. Whether 
you’re looking for help to select paint colours or you want to work with a 
designer from start to finish, she welcomes the opportunity to work with 
each and every client. “I really get passionate when working on a space 
and I get as excited as my client to see the end results.”

A main floor office was important to allow Tracy to run her business, 
Unique Ideas, from home. “I love the functionality it has,” she says. Two 
distinct work areas allow Lexi to complete homework nearby while Tracy 
works. “We can multi-task in there,” she says. Artwork created by Lexi 
hangs in the room and creates a whimsical, personal touch.

A breezeway connects the mudroom and laundry room to the rest of 
the house, and is easily accessible from the garage, perfect for an active 
family that plays sports and rides horses. “It’s really convenient for our 
lifestyle,” says Tracy. 

The intimate living room is adorned with a baby grand piano and a 
dramatic floor-to-ceiling Owen Sound Ledgerock fireplace supplied by 
Betz Cut Stone Ltd. The adjacent dining room features a dramatic waffle 
ceiling and panelling finished in C2 Paint’s French Roast. “My favourite 
restaurants are always more moody and more elegant and they’re darker, 
so when we designed the dining room, I wanted it to feel like I was out 
dining somewhere.”

The walnut hardwood continues throughout the eat-in kitchen and 
family room. The kitchen is well-equipped with a Viking stove and an 
integrated Sub-Zero fridge and freezer from Goemans Appliances. A 
striking kitchen design inspired by Top Notch Cabinets features clean 
white shaker-style cabinetry adorned with an eclectic mixture of cup 
and knob pulls. A tapered pendant light adds visual interest above the 
kitchen’s dining table. Off the kitchen, a servery connects to the dining 
room and provides easy access to mix drinks or grab a platter. A graphic 
rug and mixture of furniture with clean lines, soft colours, and masculine 
influences by Cocoon Furnishings Inc. creates a cosy family room retreat 
to lounge or entertain. 

FAR LEFT: A dark  
island and stainless 
accents provide a nice 
contrast to the white 
kitchen cabinetry.  
LEFT: The finished 
lower level includes 
a recreation area 
complete with a wine 
room. OPPOSITE: A 
graphic rug anchors the 
mixture of dark and light 
accents throughout the 
spacious family room.

RIGHT: Upholstered dining chairs and a simple 
drum light add softness and visual interest in 
the bright kitchen. BELOW: A built-in butler’s 
nook between the kitchen and the dining room 
is a great place to showcase pretty glassware.

Continued on page 24
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The home is a contemporary version of a classic Cape Cod home with 
an updated dark wood exterior contrasted with light trim and details. 
“This dark and light theme is carried through the house and we supplied 
Tracy with furniture finishes and fabrics that supported this direction,” 
says Glyn Austin, owner of Cocoon Furnishings Inc. “The furnishings 
are largely classic, clean, updated traditional styles that lend well to 
complement the architecture of the interior.” 

Comfortable counter stools anchor the kitchen and antique nickel pendants 
draw the eye to the kitchen work area. “Cocoon was able to provide Tracy with 
the ability to complete her vision because of the flexibility of our furniture 
finishes and customization capability,” says Austin.

ABOVE LEFT: The 
slipper claw-foot tub is 
a dramatic focal point in 
daughter Lexi’s bathroom. 
ABOVE MIDDLE: Blue 
accents add a whimsical 
touch to the clean and 
contemporary white 
counter and cabinetry. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Banks of 
cabinets and an expansive 
counter provide plenty 
of room to store or 
fold in the airy laundry 
room. LEFT: Daughter 
Lexi’s room is a haven 
for her love of all things 
equestrian. Unique play 
spaces are carved from 
the placement of the 
dormer windows.

Continued on page 26
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The decision to limit the upper level to three bedrooms provides the 
family with expansive hallways and extra bedroom space. A myriad of 
alcoves crafted by the dormer windows in Lexi’s room creates the perfect 
escape for a young girl. “I love the lines the dormers create in there, and 
the little nooks and the built-in benches,” Tracy says. “I love the bathroom 
with its river rock and the aqua colours.” 

White bathrooms feature clean lines and crisp hues, showcasing Tracy’s 
preference for organic influences, such as the limestone and porcelain 
flooring. Both the basement and the bathrooms throughout the home 

feature heated floors, perfect for cold winter mornings. In the master bath, a 
crystal chandelier adds a little sparkle to the soaker tub and polished nickel 
fixtures. Statuario marble provides a nice contract to espresso cabinetry.

As a designer, Tracy admits she has the option to start with a clean 
slate when moving from one home to the next. Tracy and Bob wanted 
the house to function well for the family and include the ability to house 
Tracy’s business. “I like clean lines with a bit of an edge in a home design, 
but it has to feel comfortable.”  OH

The home is now for sale by Kieran McCourt of the Goodale Miller Team.

ABOVE LEFT: Clean and simple lines in the 
espresso cabinetry provide a nice contrast 
to the Statuario marble countertops in the 

master en suite. ABOVE RIGHT: A chandelier 
throws a little sparkle over the vessel tub 

in the spa-like master bath retreat. RIGHT: 
An eclectic mix of furnishings creates an 

impressive master bedroom and waffle 
ceilings add a unique architectural twist.
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