
T
The quiet residential neighbourhoods 

that skirt Old Burlington are reminiscent of past decades. Recreational 
trails wind along the lakefront to Beachway Park. Tree-lined streets and 
generous front lawns call to mind childhood cartwheels and games of tag. 
It’s the ideal place for Valerie and Erik Kristjanson to settle in and raise 
their son Hayden.

Erik’s company Urban Elements Inc. collaborated with Jordan 
Riley Group Inc. on the design and rebuild of their new home. Elegance, 
functionality, and luxury are incorporated throughout 3,000 sq. ft. of 
living space. “We worked with the footprint of the original home and 
added to the back and side to gain additional square footage,” says Valerie. 

“It’s important to us that our projects fit within the neighbourhood and 
complement the houses around them.”

Urban Elements Inc., first started eight years ago by Erik, specializes in 
renovations, additions and custom-built homes. “Erik is involved in every 
project from design to completion,” says Valerie. “The details and features 
of each project are of the same standards found in our own home, and 
this is of the utmost importance no matter what the size of the project.”

The interior finishes were inspired by a sample of wide-plank, white oak 
flooring that Erik had acquired long before purchasing the property. The 
flooring, manufactured by Kentwood, gives the home a timeless character 
and appeal. “You could say the house was built around the floor,” says Valerie. 
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FAR LEFT: The intimate dining room sparkles with 
the splendour of table settings and accessories 
provided by In House. Valerie’s flair with floral 
arrangements adds a hint of classic elegance. LEFT: 
The comfortable nook in the eat-in kitchen is dressed 
up with interesting artwork. Upholstered chairs 
help create the perfect dining space. BOTTOM: 
Open cabinetry provides plenty of room to put 
pretty things on display, and the mixture of light 
and dark elements bathe the kitchen in warmth and 
brightness. BELOW: Erik and Valerie read a book 
with son Hayden in the cosy great room.

Continued on page 34
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A vaulted dining room ceiling and craftsman-style white staircase 
create a light and airy feel and complement the colour and texture of the 
wood. Stone fireplaces by Erindale Fireplace create warmth and visual 
interest. Oversized Kolbe windows were chosen to ensure the external 
appearance reflects the traditional style of the homes in the area.

While large enough to be comfortable and functional, the house is 
built to a scale that respects older neighbourhoods and preserves the lot’s 
generous yard and mature trees. To compensate for the smaller square 
footage, the couple built in plenty of luxury. “We put a lot of fine detail 
into a small space,” says Valerie. “We took cues from the places we love 
being, like the cottage and the Caribbean. A friend described this house 
as being elegantly Muskoka which was a huge compliment, as we felt we 
had achieved the welcoming feel we were after.”

The couple’s eclectic style combines casual furniture with natural 
elements like stone, brick and wood. “The natural finishes make it feel 

like we’ve brought the outdoors in,” says Valerie. Unique and unusual 
light fixtures offer a sense of fun and surprise throughout the house. 
A sparkling glass chandelier hangs over the tub in the upstairs bath. A 
chandelier from the Robert Abbey line carried by In House provides an 
element of interest in the stairwell. 

The dining room, located off the great room, offers a formal space for 
dining and entertaining. Soaring ceilings adorned with broad white beams 
complement the room’s tongue-and-groove panelling. The natural flow 
of the main level is an entertainer’s delight. “I love the kitchen and the 
fact that it feels open to the great room. In reality, I can leave a mess while 
entertaining in the dining room or great room and the prep work isn’t on 
view to guests.” A leather granite countertop from Custom Granite & 
Marble Ltd. creates an expansive space in which to prepare and create. 
The dark countertop adds texture and enhances the black and white 
cabinetry and the brushed nickel fixtures.

LEFT: The stone fireplace 
provides an interesting 
architectural focal point 
that can be enjoyed from 
both the great room and 
the dining room BELOW 
LEFT: The homeowners 
have added thoughtful 
design elements that 
reflect their unique sense 
of style to every corner 
of the home. BELOW 
CENTRE: The timeless 
and beautiful vanity 
complements the clean 
and classic lines of the 
quartz countertop in the 
master en suite. BELOW 
RIGHT: The master 
bedroom is an eclectic mix 
of textures and styles that 
work together to create a 
relaxing synergy.

Continued on page 36
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Valerie says the repetition of black, white and grey shades throughout 
was deliberate. “We like our style to be very cohesive all the way through.” 
She admits to a sense of adventure when it comes to accent pieces. “We 
like to mix whatever we like. We don’t really follow any rules,” she laughs.

Many of the home’s furnishings come from Burlington’s In House, 
where owner Pam Chisholm helped Valerie find unique pieces like the 
striking, yet functional distressed table that fits perfectly in the kitchen’s 
breakfast nook. “When I knew what I was looking for in a kitchen table, I 
told Pam and she sourced the perfect one right away. We know what we 
like and In House’s selection makes it easy to find great pieces.”

In House and In House Etc. are located in downtown Burlington and 
feature 3,000 sq. ft. of furniture, lighting and accessories, all selected by 
Chisholm and her son Mark. They’ve got everything you need to meet your 
home design needs, from full decorating services to colour consultations, 
artwork and accessories.

The large master bedroom features a luxurious en suite bath with 
indulgent touches such as an oversized shower, rain head and a quartz 
Caesarstone countertop by Custom Granite & Marble Ltd. “All the bathroom 
floors are heated and even though the upstairs bath is Hayden’s, it still reflects 
the same quality finishes that are present throughout the house.” 

Integrated LEDs dimly light the staircase at night, a great feature for 
children. A spectacular carpet runner from Anderson Carpet and Home 
softens the broad white staircase and highlights the black, grey and white 
tones throughout the house. 

No detail has gone unnoticed, including Hayden’s bedroom on the 
second floor, which is brightly lit with Velux skylights.

In the lower level, a cosy family room features a gas fireplace framed 
with reclaimed brick. A soft grey tweed carpet from Anderson Carpet and 
Home in the office and playroom warms the space and provides the perfect 
area for the family to gather and play, a place to call home.  OH

ABOVE LEFT: 
Hayden’s bathroom 
blends function with 
youthful and whimsical 
touches such as the 
bright blue shower 
floor. ABOVE RIGHT: 
Hayden’s room is the 
picture perfect place 
for an inquisitive little 
boy to rest, roam and 
play. Skylights add 
natural light. LEFT: 
Interesting elements 
throughout the home 
are carried to the 
family room on the 
lower level with a 
reclaimed brick wall 
and fireplace surround.
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