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It’s all in the details, and as we 
huddle under the blanket of our cold 
Canadian winters, it’s a great time 
to get cosy and create an inviting 
living space. Whether you’re 
building an addition, investing in a 
fabulous front door, or dreaming up 
a creative kitchen concept, meet the 
professionals who can help warm up 
your home or build you a new one.

 Peter Brejnik
Brejnik Fine Homes Inc.
S P EC I A LT Y:  Brejnik Fine Homes designs and 
builds custom luxury homes and renovations.
M U ST- H AV E  I N  A  N EW  H O M E :  Everyone’s 
style is unique, and a touch of character brings 
personality to a house and makes your home your 
own. Homeowners are moving toward smarter, 
energy efficient building options. We have the 
expertise to build the most eco-conscious and 
healthy homes possible. Automation is also 
popular right now. It brings life to a home, saves 
energy, and provides security and peace of mind.
A DV I C E :  The sky is the limit when it comes to 
custom luxury homes. It’s really about choosing 
someone that you trust and has your best 
interests at heart.

Rick Beeke 
Doorway Inc.

S P EC I A LT Y:  We’re a family-owned door and 
window company approaching our 20th year of 

business. In addition to sales and installation, we 
operate an on-site shop where we build, stain, and 

assemble doors. This enables us to create both 
custom and standard door systems at affordable 

prices. Come check out our showroom!
M U ST- H AV ES  I N  A  Q UA L I T Y  D O O R :  An 

inviting front door adds character and value to 
your home, and must be durable to withstand 

our Canadian climate. Quality components such 
as upgraded sweeps, airtight weather stripping 

and secure lock systems are a must. Proper 
installation of a door system ensures optimum 

performance for many years.  
A DV I C E :  As a major focal point, an updated door 

system will add beauty and value to your home.
Continued on page 40
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www.Sunrise-Cleaning.ca
905-567-1199

Call us today for a free estimate!

Discover house-cleaning that’s affordable,

reliable, and convenient.

your first cleaning session.

Sunrise Cleaning Services

Need help with cleaning?

Let us do it for you!

All personal lending products and residential mortgages are offered by Royal Bank of Canada and are subject to its standard lending  
criteria. ® Registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. 
TM Trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. 45810 (08/2010)

Need  
mortgage 
financing?  
Look no  
further. Let  
me make it 
happen. 

Kristin Zerbisias 
Mobile Mortgage Specialist 
905-617-7739 
kristin.zerbisias@rbc.com 
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905.465.0819 
2334 Wyecroft Rd. Unit B6, Oakville

Beat the Heat! 

Save 10% Off   
Residential Film Installation

Offer valid til Feb 28, 2012.

www.tiffanystint.com
Reduce Heat | Reduce Glare | Reduce Fading | Reduce Utility Cost

Before

After

2 FLOORS 46-48 Mill St. W, Elora 519.846.0958  www.provencesoleil.com

L’art de bien vivre - the art of Living weLL

PARISCOPE
Provence Soleil
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 John, Gavin, Adam  
and Constance McInnis
Kitchen Tune-Up
S P EC I A LT Y:  Kitchen Tune-Up offers 
remodelling options for every budget. 
We restore original cabinet finishes or 
reface them with over 4,000 door styles 
and finish choices. We also re-style by 
refacing and adding new elements, 
design new kitchens and supply custom-
made doors for the do-it-yourselfer. 
M U ST- H AV E  I N  A  K I TC H E N 

R E N OVAT I O N :  Maximize functionality 
by adding full extension, soft-close 
drawers wherever you can. Adding 
drawers can also double the usable space. 
A DV I C E :  Help ensure your design 
consultant makes appropriate 
recommendations by creating a wish 
list, establishing a budget, and clipping 
examples from magazines that show 
the style you envision. Ask for a written 
scope of work with every estimate and 
always check references. The most 
competitive quote may not be the 
lowest, but it may meet most of your 
needs within budget.

Peter Sellors,  
Adam Bates 

Greensville Soapstone Company
S P EC I A LT Y:  Our craftsmen specialize 

in the fabrication of countertops, 
sinks and tiles. We provide the highest 

quality soapstone imported from 
quarries in Brazil and India.  

M U ST- H AV E  I N  SOA PSTO N E : 
Soapstone is considered the original 
stone countertop and has been used 

since the turn of the 19th century. 
It’s the perfect choice for people 

looking for natural, organic materials 
for kitchens, bathroom vanities, and 

fireplace surrounds.
A DV I C E :  There are a lot of 

misconceptions about soapstone. 
It’s extremely durable, resilient, and 

forgiving. The silky smooth texture and 
matte, non-porous surface withstands 
temperatures and is resistant to stains 

and bacteria. Scratches are easily 
removed with a touch of mineral oil or 

a light sanding. Soapstone develops 
a patina and gets better with age. It’s 

truly a timeless natural stone.  OH

Sun Shades
WINDOW FASHIONS
Sun Shades
WINDOW FASHIONS

www.sunshadesblinds.ca
• BLINDS • DRAPES • SHUTTERS

www.sunshadesblinds.ca
• BLINDS • DRAPES • SHUTTERS

OAKVILLE
466 Speers Rd. (Between Dorval & 4th Line)

905-827-1341

OAKVILLE
466 Speers Rd. (Between Dorval & 4th Line)

905-827-1341
Toronto  •  Aurora  •  R ichmond H i l l  •  Vaughan  •  Bo l ton  •  M iss issauga

FOR EVERY ORDER OVER $5000
A TRIP FOR TWO TO 

LIMITED TRIPS AVAILABLE, ASK STORE FOR MORE DETAILS

25% OFF 
CUSTOM DRAPERY FABRICS 

LIMITED TIME

CERTIFIED INTERIOR 
DECORATORS

EQUAL 
PAYMENTS

EQUAL 
PAYMENTS

(ask for details)

WIN

WINTE R  2011/2012

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/oakville

 classic
CAPE COD 

REBUILD WITH

MUSKOKA APPEAL

HOME PROS

WITH panache

FABULOUS FURNITURE

at JOSHUA CREEK

plus
WINTER DRINKS

TO WOW YOUR GUESTS

•	 FREE	 listing	 in	 our	 online	 directory,	 which	 enhances	 your	 business’s	 online	
presence	and	directs	google-searchers	to	your	company...	FREE

•	 FREE	ad	placement	on	our	online	“Flip	magazine”	as	well	as	free	placement	in	
our	mobile	PDF	magazine,	with	a	free	link	to	your	company’s	website...FREE

•	 FREE	 listing	 in	 our	 Home	 Resource	 Directory,	 which	 connects	 you	 with	
customers	who	are	looking	for	your	service...FREE

•	 Ask	us	how	we	can	connect	your	business	to	our	readers	in	a	more	personal	way

•	 Ask	us	how	we	can	boost	your	business’s	advertising	impact	into	specific	areas	
of	our	superior	distribution

•	 Ask	 us	 how	 we	 can	 put	 your	 company	 in	 front	 of	 a	 targeted	 audience	 from	
around	the	province

Not just advertising. Marketing.

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT

Shannon MacPherson: 289.242.5599 
shannon@ourhomesmagazine.com

MORE than 
you paid for?FA L L  2 0 1 1

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/oakville plusSTYLE PICKS
FOR EVERY ROOM

CLASSIC CHARMIN OAKVILLE

LOVE YOUR LOCAL TALENTgloriousLIGHTING

Sophisticated Style
WITH BREJNIK FINE HOMES

PREMIERE
ISSUE

It’s not often you get more 
than you pay for, but when you 

advertise in OUR HOMES, you get 
more than you pay for every time!
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C

e n t e r t a i n i n g

Creating a concise and interesting cheese 
platter, along with well chosen wine pairings, 
can be effortless and fun.

WITH TONIA WILSON

101
CHEESE
& WINE

The variety of wines and cheeses available to us is utterly astonishing, 
(no pun intended, no wait, that’s udder). There are cheeses made from the 
milks of different animals – cow, sheep and goat, amongst others. There 
are wines made from hundreds of different grape varieties, and then there 
are the varied influences and styles of the regions they come from and the 
people who produce them. 

With a few basic guidelines you can create a simple or extravagant 
cheese platter that will entice all your friends and family. 

Cheese makes for a very easy starter. I find that if I have a big cheese board 
put together before people arrive I know that they’ll have something to nibble 
on while I tend to last minute details. Don’t add too much yeasty bread, 
otherwise everyone will be full before they reach the table. Thin crackers and 
bread sticks suffice perfectly. You can then round the platter out with two or 
three sliced meats, such as prosciutto or dried sausage, some dried fruit and 
olives and your work is done. The platter is visually appealing and is a great 
place for your friends to gather and chat with each other.

You can create your cheese platter on pretty much anything you 
choose, including a scattering of vintage floral plates, cake platters or 
old wooden cutting boards. For a more formal and elegant effect you can 
place your cheeses and accompaniments on a large mirror. The platter 
I use most  is a “leftover” piece of wooden countertop trimmed to size.

Now, picking wine and cheese. We’ll start with the cheese. You want 
a variety of “milks” on the platter, so try to have at least two of the three 
main milk groups – cow, sheep or goat. For a smaller group, serve three 
or four cheeses; a larger platter can be comprised of five or more. Make 
sure you’ve covered a variety of cheese styles. Try to offer something soft, 
such as a triple cream or a Brie-style cheese, something harder and aged, 
such as a Manchego or English Cheddar. Lastly, you can either serve a blue 

cheese as your third option, or perhaps an interesting goat’s milk cheese, 
such as a Crottin de Chavignol or a Canadian goat’s milk cheddar. The 
main thing is to keep flavours, styles and shapes varied to give your platter 
visual appeal and interest. 

Different cheeses go with different wines. This can get overwhelming 
and costly if you are trying to offer wine matches for all the different 
cheeses. There are, however, some wines that innately work well with 
cheese. For white wines, look toward bigger bodied style wines such as 
oaked Chardonnays or Chenin Blancs, both of these grape varieties tend 
to work well with cheese, perhaps because of their French roots! For reds 
it is always useful to have a fruit- forward Cabernet Sauvignon or Merlot 
and perhaps something a little bit different like a new world Syrah or even 
a Malbec, both work well with cheese. 

It’s always more effective to choose your cheeses first. Once you’ve 
decided what you’re serving take your list to the local wine store and 
utilize the wine vendor’s knowledge.  

Blue cheeses partner best with off-dry wines (meaning wines that 
have some sweetness), unlike other cheeses, which taste better with dry 
wines (meaning no sweetness). This can get expensive if you are opening 
a bottle solely for the blue cheese. A way to get around this is to serve a 
fortified wine that can be recorked and still be enjoyed up to two months 
later. Ones to try are Tawny Ports (Portugal), Madeira (Portugal) and 
sweet Sherries (Spain), all of which are terrific value and taste sensational.
Cheat Sheet:

Below I have given a few examples of cheese plates that can be put 
together easily. They offer great range of taste and the cheeses shouldn’t 
be too difficult to find. For any cheese or wine related questions please feel 
free to contact me at tonia@savourflavour.com. Enjoy!  OH

SUGGESTED CHEESE PLATES

Plate #1
La Sauvagine (Canada) cow
Aged Manchego (Spain) sheep
Roaring Forties (Australia) cow

Plate #2
Saint André (France) cow
Chèvre Noir (Canada) goat
Gruyère (Switzerland) cow
Stilton (England) cow

Plate #3
Crottin de Chavignol (France) goat
Taleggio (Italy) cow
Oka (Canada) cow
Pecorino Toscano (Italy) sheep
St. Agur (France) cow

>> SOURCE IT

BOGART FURNITURE & DÉCOR 
Great news!!! Bogart Furniture & Décor in Oakville is gearing up for 

its biggest sale of the decade! Huge price reductions await customers 
as Bogart celebrates its 14th year in business next year. All stock 
furniture will be on sale 
with further reduction 
on previously discounted 
showroom models!

B o g a r t  Fu r n i t u re 
& Décor started as a 
furniture importer and 
distributor in 1998. The 
company vision at that 
time was to bring in the 
finest furniture collection 
from Europe to Canada.

Bogart’s philosophy 
never changed through 
the years. Today, it continues to be an alternative source of high-quality, 
beautiful and unique furniture that complements diverse lifestyles and 
unique needs. And more importantly, Bogart’s fine furniture is available 
directly to the consumer, eliminating the need for the middleman and 
resulting in savings for the consumer.

Bogart Furniture & Décor occupies a 2-floor showroom in Oakville 
with select dining room and living room furniture on display. Come visit 
our showroom and view our collection. Here are some of the choices you 
have: Classic or contemporary living room and dining room furniture, 
Trendy office furniture, Stylish sofa bed designs, A wide variety of 
leather and fabric options.
You can also check our website www.bogartinc.com  
or call us at 905.829.0088 for more information.  
Watch out for the opening of our new showroom in 2013!  
(Please see ad on page 35)

FITZ BY DESIGN
Fitz by Design (FBD) is a flourishing “Full Service” interior design 

firm operating throughout the GTA. From inspiration to innovation, 
we  exp lore 
t h e  d e s i g n 
p r o c e s s , 
t a k i n g  t h e 
g u e s sw o r k 
out of even 
t h e  m o s t 
d i f f i c u l t 
d e co ra t i n g 
projects.

Time is Precious, Mistakes are costly and Decorating is complicated. 
From paint colors, furniture layouts, fabric selections or extensive 
kitchen renovations, we will guide you every step of the way.

Function, Flow & Feel: At FBD we listen, share ideas and gain a firm 
understanding of your needs, wants and desires, while managing your 
priorities, budget and time line. 

It is all about You! Traditional, contemporary, eclectic or somewhere 
in between, it is our job to interpret your ideas and guide you to ensure 
your home is a reflection of you, your personality and your lifestyle. We 
look forward to exploring ideas with you. 
www.fitzbydesign.ca 905.409.8489 (Please see ad on page 19)

REMAX ESCARPMENT REALTY – ELENA CIPRIANO
Elena has never measured her success in real estate by numbers 

alone. Certainly, she has achieved some exceptional things in her career, 
routinely reaching Platinum Status within Remax, ranking her among 

the top real estate professionals 
in the city. But her own personal 
measuring stick is not number of 
transactions or dollars sold. For her, 
these are simply statistics that do 
not reveal what is truly important. 
For Elena, success is measured by 
the friends she has made along 
the way from satisfied clients. The 
greatest compliment a client pays to 
Elena is when that client refers her 
to their friends and family.

The basis of her philosophy has 
been built upon one unwavering 

tenet – “I treat a client’s real estate needs as if they are my own”. That 
means, a client is never pressured to make an offer on a prospective 
home or accept an offer on their existing home – quite the contrary, 
Elena often restrains clients from acting too hastily when wanting to 
make an offer on a property that Elena feels may not be right long 
term. A twenty-year veteran of the industry, Elena brings her extensive 
expertise and resources to bear in every single transaction – whether 
with a first time buyer or a multi-million dollar property. Her marketing 
savvy truly separates her properties from the masses – infusing 
dynamic photography, tasteful colour palettes and professional 
design to create a promotional strategy for your home that makes the 
audience beg to view more. Elena expresses her mission statement in 
the following way: “In the end, if I am invited to my client’s new home 
for a cup of coffee to catch up on things, I know I have done good by the 
client. I feel blessed to have made so many friends from my business.
Elena Cipriano 905.639.7676 www.burlingtonhometeam.com
(Please see ad on page 11)

KOLBE GALLERY/INFUSION WINDOWS AND DOORS
“In any business a certain number of customers will come your way 

that have already had a bad experience someplace else. Our goal is to 
not ever have that happen.” Our Associates at Kolbe Gallery of Oakville 

and Infusion Windows and Doors 
partnered with high end window 
manufacturer Kolbe Windows to 
deliver a superior window product 
with the shared goal that superior 
service drives results.

In addition Kolbe’s attention 
to detail and diverse product line 

allows for a smooth integration into any project.
We provide the highest level of services to our customers through 

on-staff Kolbe Certified Installers, Manufacturer and Industry trained 
Sales Representatives and other on-site support staff. We leave no loose 
ends, a business practice our clients expect and appreciate. Thank you 
to all the business professionals that support us and the clients who 
have entrusted our firms.
Please Visit Us at Kolbe Gallery 1525 Cornwall Rd., Unit 7, Oakville 
or Infusion Windows and Doors 4325 Harvester Rd., Unit 7, 
Burlington. (Please see ad on page 47)

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE,
AND FABULOUS IN THE REGION OF

OAKVILLE AND BURLINGTON

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 
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