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Living
The Essence of

Luxurious Living Awaits in Country Lane Estates
— 1½ Acre Treed Lots 
— Custom Home Designs
— Enbridge Natural Gas
— Next to all amenities

starting from 
$489,900 (HST Included)

613.223.3636  
amtlifestylehomes.com
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Need New WINDOWS?

Locally manufactured 
Available in multiple colours

5224 Bank Street South
Visit our Showroom!
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June 1, 2012
Your host Brian Goudge 
Escorting you to your seats,  

30 of our Finest Volunteer Firefighters

Be entertained by the comedic antics 
of one of Canada’s Top Comedians   

Glen Foster - That Canadian Guy!
Margarita Bar & Regular Bar

Over 200 Silent & Live Auction Items

$65 per ticket  
with a $25 tax receipt

Richmond Memorial Arena
Doors open at 5:30 pm

Interested in marketing your company to a targeted demographic?
Sponsorships are still available

For more information contact   
Ruth Cameron at 

613-591-6002 ext. 27  
To purchase tickets contact 

Lynn Hull  at 613-838-3071

6th Annual

BOWEN
WINDOWS

Serving Ottawa since 1963 
Two locations – 1050 Baxter Road, Unit #10, Ottawa
2773 Fenton Road, Ottawa 

613.822.6291    www.bowenwindows.com

Featuring High-Quality Andersen® Products.

Panorama  
a complete and breath-taking presentation.

BOWEN_Sp12   1 12-03-02   4:18 PM

Cabinets, counters and appliances

PLUS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • OPEN UNTIL 9 PM FROM MONDAY TO FRIDAY • SATURDAY: 9 AM TO 6 PM • SUNDAY: 11 AM TO 5 PM ‡
* Residents of Quebec get the equivalent of the GST and PST. Offer valid from February 28th to March 26th, 2012. ‡ Exception: Store in Gatineau is open on Monday and Tuesday from 9 am to 6 pm, on Wednesday to Friday from 9 am to 9 pm, 
on Saturday from 9 am to 5 pm, and on Sunday from 10 am to 5 pm. These offers cannot be combined with any other promotion. Details in store.

Buy your kitchen cabinets and counters at Corbeil 
and apply the equivalent of the HST* in rebate 
on your new appliances!

they’re at Corbeil! Corbeil now offers a complete kitchen  
design service at each of its stores.

OTTAWA > 
1900 INNES ROAD,  
CORNER BLAIR  
613-842-0436 

GATINEAU  > 
PARKING LOT  
EASILY ACCESSIBLE
325, GRéBER BLvD.  
vILLAGE GRéBER  
819-568-2929

OTTAWA >  
FREE COvERED  
PARKING UNDER IKEA
2685 IRIS ST., PINECREST  
ShOPPING CENTRE  
613-828-4033
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LLAST SPR ING 
A L ITTLE BIRD 
DECIDED to build 
its nest in a place that 
was ideal from its 
perspective but less 
than ideal from mine. 
I can only imagine 
how much time and 
effort that bird put 
into building its nest 
on the wheel well of 
the van parked in our 

laneway. This little builder clearly never met a realtor to drive home the 
important “location, location, location” mantra. I suppose the location 
made sense in that it was somewhat sheltered, but the fact that vehicles 
move from time to time… well, you get the point. It broke my heart to do 
this, but I moved the nest to what I thought was a more suitable location; a 
low branch on a nearby tree. Thankfully, there weren’t any eggs in the nest. 
(I think I would have had to rent a car at that point and leave the nest in 
place. I’m a bit sentimental.) Of course, I realized the chances of that bird 
ever using the nest again were slim to none. There was the whole fact/myth 
debate about whether human scent prevents a bird from returning to its 
nest and, of course, there was the whole issue of the bird not receiving 
proper notification of the nest’s sudden relocation.

If there was one thing to be gained from this experience it was my 
opportunity to observe a bird’s nest up close. The craftsmanship was 
simply beautiful. Little twigs and blades of grass were intricately woven 
and held together with fresh mud. Also mixed in the tapestry were what 
appeared to be little bits of colourful thread and lint. Not only did this 
bird excel at its craft, it had artistic flair! 

There are many lessons to be learned from that bird. The first, of 
course, is choosing the right location for your home. In this issue’s Home 
& Builder we visit a contemporary-style home outside of the town of 
Carleton Place. With plenty of space inside and out, it suits the family 
who lives there to a T. 

Another lesson is to decorate your nest so that it ref lects your 
personality and the way you like to live. Ottawa artist Christina Lovisa 
fully understands this lesson. She opened her doors to give us a peek 
inside her family home; a showcase of her original art pieces and upcycled 
treasures, this nest exudes warmth, personality and style.

I am sure there are other lessons to be drawn but alas, I am running 
out of space to write them. This spring I hope you take some time to draw 
inspiration from your surroundings. Who knows, a little bird might teach 
you a thing or two about creating a nest that is just right for you.

Happy reading!

Lise Larocque, Managing Editor
lise@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us nationally @OurHomesMag

We pride ourselves on three basic principles:
	 •	Our	flooring	lengths	are	the	longest
	 •	Our	finish	is	the	most	durable
	 •	Our	service	is	second	to	none

The	Hardwood	Flooring	experts	with	more	certified	Installers	than	any	other	company	in	Canada.

Visit	our	12,000	square	foot	showroom	in	TWEED,	ON	with	over	100	different	flooring	options	on	display.

877-333-0433  |  613-478-5301
www.gaylordhardwoodflooring.com          

Gaylord Hardwood Flooring
Length . Finish . Service

Proudly Made in Ontario.

Gaylord_Sp12.indd   1 12-02-23   3:01 PM
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613.978.3463 
info@finespaces.ca
www.finespaces.ca

Start creating your  
space for living.

DISHWASHER   COOKING   COFFEE SYSTEMS   REFRIGERATION   LAUNDRY   VACUUM

Experience the difference at the Miele Gallery on Bank. 

THE MASTERCHEF AWARENESS

433 Bank Street, Ottawa  |  613.695.9944  |  mieleonbank.ca
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THIS IS SO INDICATIVE OF CANADIAN SPRING TIME.  
Of all the seasons, spring is the one that celebrates the biggest change. The 
dirty, dull snow vanishes and is replaced with beautiful shades of green, 
yellow and purple. It’s a party indeed!

We are both so proud to present you with the spring issue of OUR 
HOMES. It was a treat for us to work alongside our team to develop 
content during the dark and cold of winter and we’re confident you will 
enjoy the inspiring ideas this issue brings. We enjoyed spending time in 
the Byward Market, visiting wonderful shops and looking for hidden 
treasures in their midst. See what resulted in our Style Picks section.

Spring is also a time to freshen our living spaces, both inside and out. 
Whether your home is new, historic or somewhere in between, we think 
you’ll find some inspiring ideas and the local resources you need to help 
you get the job done right. Whether you want to do a project yourself or 
need a hand pulling it all together, our pages are filled with knowledgeable 
professionals and stylish shops; and all can be found right here in Ottawa. 

With each issue we publish, we are impressed with the wonderful 
businesses and people we meet and are very thankful to be in a position 
to promote our local economy. On February 23rd the Kanata Chamber of 
Commerce presented us with the People’s Choice Small Business of the 
Year Award for our efforts. We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank you, our readers and local business community for your support 
and votes! It was truly an honour to receive this award!

As always, we look forward to hearing your comments on our issue 
and on the projects you decide to take on this spring. Let the party begin!  

 

Sharon Davies and Janine Kivell, Publishers
sharon@ourhomesmagazine.com, jkivell@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us locally @OurHomesOttawa

“Spring is nature’s way 
of saying ‘Let’s party!’”
– Robin Williams

High performance.

Euro vinyl windows are feats of engineering designed 
to withstand high winds, block extreme temperatures, 
dampen noise vibrations, channel rainwater, regulate 
light, and much more. As a premium manufacturer of 
windows and doors, Euro has partnered with world-
famous REHAU® for our vinyl systems, as well as industry 
leaders in innovative glass systems. 

© Euro Vinyl Windows and Doors 2011 

2010

www.ottawawindows.com     60-A Colonnade Road, Ottawa, Ontario K2E 7J6      P.  613.225.8737       F.  613.225.8931

OWD_S12.indd   1 12-02-21   12:16 PM

YEARS

Plumbing, Repairs, General Renovations & Construction
613-745-2872     belangerplb@bellnet.ca     

www.belangerplb.ca 

Plumbing & Heating Ltd.
Proudly serving you since 1960.

Open
Glass Railings Glass Decorative Mirrors Glass Wall Dividers Glass Countertops Glass Showers...and more.

Always Open     613.738.9500    centennialglass.com

your home to the beauty of glass.

Centennial_Sp12.indd   1 12-03-03   10:28 AM

Leaders in the stone industry.

Be modern. Join the stone age.
CUSTOM QUALITY PRODUCTS

• Granite • Marble • Quartz
Countertops | Vanities | Fireplace Surrounds | Furniture

213 York St., Ottawa
613.789.4428   www.capitalgranite.ca
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WALLPAPERING SCENARIO 1
Dilemma: I would like to see a bold change in my modern dining room.
Advice: Use a daring pattern on one wall to create a visual pop when 
entering the room. 

I have never been a fan of the “accent wall” but it does apply in some 
cases. Take this Cole & Son geometric (1) which gives the effect of a 
colourful kaleidoscope. It is shocking and the scale enormous, but it could 
be stunning paired with all things simple to tone it down. For something 
less extreme, try Trove wallpapers. Again, the scale is huge, but the 
pattern, a little softer (and easier to apply on all walls if you choose). My 
favourite is Auva in blue (2). You would certainly have no need for art!

WALLPAPERING SCENARIO 2
Dilemma: I would like to add warmth to my den.
Advice: Choose a paper-backed linen or a finely textured grasscloth 
and apply to all walls.

Applying texture to walls gives a sense of being enveloped in a room. 
It creates warmth and a cosiness that you can’t achieve with a flat paint. 
And there are limitless possibilities when it comes to textures – try 
Phillip Jeffries’ Manila Hemp (3) or Tapetex’s Espada Linen (4). If 
seeing the seaming will bother you, steer clear of grasscloth and opt for 
a paperbacked fabric instead. The seams are tighter and inconspicuous. 
It’s admittedly, my favourite treatment. 

WALLPAPERING SCENARIO 3
Dilemma: I would like to make my bookshelves appear more interesting 
and less bare.
Advice: Use a small-scale pattern to create a visually interesting backdrop.

Choose a classic like Farrow & Ball’s Polka Square (5), whose gold 
dots will add a bit of glam to the setting. Or try Galbraith & Paul’s Small 
Star (6) for a contemporary twist on classic patterning. This would create 
a beautiful backdrop highlighting the items placed in front. Of course, 
when choosing your paper, keep in mind what you intend to place on 
the shelves. If the objects are ornate, be sure to tone down the backdrop.

Wallpapering never really went away, but with the advancement of 
printing techniques and the popularity of home decorating we’ve certainly 
seen an incredible array of new designs. It’s exciting and the applications 
are endless. The only trouble with wallpapering is, once you commit to 
one area, the remaining walls seem nude by comparison!  OH

PAPERpossibilities
Every so often I look around my home and wish that I had covered 

every wall in grasscloth and over-painted in white. It would achieve an 
aged look like a charming farmhouse in the English countryside and I 
would never have to think about my walls again. Of course, I would. And 
how could you not with all of the wonderful wallpapers on offer? 

We’ve seen enough traditional wallpaper to know that it can be 
beautiful in the right setting and withstand the test of time, so you will see 
no toile or damask on this page. But will you be happy with your walls in 
time or will they age quickly with some of the newer, more daring designs? 
Wallpapering can always be stripped away and re-painted (or re-papered) 
but the expense would be a shame, so choose wisely. 

Manufacturers will provide samples to take home and look at in situ. 
What you see online or in a showroom does not always translate well at 
home so take advantage of this service and make sure you’re happy with 
the colour and the pattern. 

When you’re ready to take the plunge, think of two things: What am 
I trying to achieve? How can I achieve it?

a d v i c e

1

2

3

4

5

6

Designer  
Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

613.265.7580 | welwynwong.com

SHIVA NTERIORS.COM

DESIGN   CONSTRUCT   DECORATE  

613-592-3103

Manufactured on our premises
In Home Consultations

Custom Drapes – Roman Shades – Shutters  
...and more! 

Custom Made Window Fashions

(613) 253-0700       1-888-458-0881
www.exclusivewindowcoverings.com

170 Town Line Rd. E. Carleton Place

Photo courtesy of MacGregor Media Inc.
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W
If you obey all the rules, you miss all the fun.”  

– Katharine Hepburn

Whether you refresh the old or bring in the new, add a little spring to your home with 
these picks from the Byward Market.

STACARO
(3) St. Andrew Desk
Great for your home office or 
family room, this stylish desk with 
brass hardware detailing is made 
of solid oak and is available in a 
rich dark brown or black stain. 
700 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa
613.688.1888
www.stacaro.com

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  LYNDA  GRAVEL INE

PHILLIP VAN LEEUWEN 
(2) Ruché Sofa 
This comfortable sofa designed by 
Inga Sempé blends minimalism and 
sophistication. Available in several 
colours and configurations.
10 Byward Market Square
Ottawa
613.562.0700
www.artoffurniture.ca

1
2

3

ZONE
(1) Mise en Bouche 
Entertain in style with these trendy 
clear glass cups and stainless steel 
cocktail spoons. From savoury 
appetizers to sweet desserts, they 
will do the trick.
471 Sussex Dr.
Ottawa
613.562.2755
www.zonemaison.com

Continued on page 18

Visit our Ottawa Showroom to Ignite Your Imagination

We have the upgrade program for you
Are you building a new home?

Complete your home with:

I g n i t e  Y o u r  I m a g i n at i o n

Custom Home Interiors
TM

2202 Thurston Drive, Ottawa ON  613-248-1244  |  www.customhomeinteriors.ca  |  info@customhomeinteriors.ca

window treatments home automation

interior design & decorating services | appliances | furniture & accessories | home automation | electric fireplaces | window treatments

appliances fireplaces

I look for a company that stands out and stands behind their products and services. I began working with  
Custom Home Interiors because of their competitive pricing and turnkey solutions. They give peace of mind  
in terms of logistical and service aspects of my purchases. Their excellent customer service and streamlined 
process makes it easier for me in terms of ordering, delivery and installation. CHI understands my needs for  
flexibility when it comes to scheduling. If you are looking for a friendly and knowledgeable staff who will make 
purchasing an exceptional experience, go check them out.   
 – Joey Theberge, Theberge Homes  
 www.thebergehomes.com ”

“
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CAPITAL GRANITE
(4) Custom Countertops
Whether your design is ultra modern or 
traditional, custom countertops in beautiful 
marble or granite will add warmth and style 
to your kitchen or bathroom.
213 York St.
Ottawa
613.789.4428
www.capitalgranite.ca

OLEANDER FOR HOME
(6) Caldrea Cleaning Products
Available in fresh scents of lavender 
pine, ginger pomelo and sandalwood 
riceflower, this line of earth friendly 
cleaning products will make your 
spring cleaning a breeze.
14 Clarence St. 
Ottawa
613.789.5999
www.oleanderforhome.ca  OH

DOMUS HOUSEWARES
(5) Wooden Cooking Utensils & Paddles
Shaped, sanded and polished by hand 
from beautiful maple wood, these versatile 
kitchen tools are meant to be an extension 
of your hand. Made in Canada, they are 
designed for either left or right-handed use.
85 Murray St.
Ottawa
613.241.6410

Dream it. Build it. Live it.

www.shel ls tarhomes.com

6 1 3 . 8 3 1 . 9 0 4 1

Your home. Your way.
Finally, True custom homes built on estate lots in Kanata North.

Visit us online for more information.

Shelstar_SP12.indd   1 12-02-28   9:34 AM
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Most of the time when 
you walk into someone’s 
home you can predict 
what you’ll find behind 
the front door. Other 
times, as you step over 
the threshold, a home 
will not only take you 
by complete surprise but 
shake up your idea of 
interior design.

Christina Lovisa in her home studio.  
OPPOSITE: The house is a grand 
showcase of Lovisa’s own art and her 
lifelong collection of found treasures.

BY  ANDREA  TOMK INS 
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SUZANNE  B IRD

the
artfulTHOUGHTFUL

HOUSE
Continued on page 23
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JJust west of Dick Bell Park, tucked away in a little inlet along the 
Ottawa River, is a custom-designed home that belongs to artist/scavenger 
Christina Lovisa, her husband Paul and their two school-age sons. “My 
house is an evolution,” says Lovisa. “It’s like a piece of art to me.”

Lovisa is the owner of St. Elmos Fire in Stittsville where her 
artwork is also showcased. There she creates and teaches others to trust 
their own artistic voice. 

Upcycling, deconstructing, reconstructing, recycling – these are all 
trendy buzzwords right now –  but for people like Lovisa, they have been 
a way of life for a long time. This is evident in her artwork and home.

The creation of the Lovisa home has been a decade-long project. 
Christina and Paul designed the house themselves and had a draftsman 
draw up the building plans. Paul’s father was a custom homebuilder who 
came out of retirement to help build one last house. Theirs. 

“It’s his legacy,” Lovisa says fondly. “My husband and I did the work 
with him. We were labourers. People would not believe it but I built the 
staircase with my father-in-law.”

They did almost everything themselves, save the drywall and the 
framing, which they contracted out to save time. 

“When we talk about our renovation and people ask us if we’d do it 
again, the answer is no. It was the biggest renovation of my life,” says Lovisa.

She wanted a house that looked lived-in and a style that would stand 
the test of time. It will never be the kind of home that is filled with trendy 
furnishings. Instead, Lovisa prefers personality pieces that don’t age, 
mostly furniture and “objets d’art” that she personalizes herself. 

“When we first built our home, we were house poor; all of our 
furnishings had to be found,” she says. “I think that was the birth of 
my business.” 

The found things stayed and Lovisa says she hasn’t felt a need to buy 
many new items. “Everything speaks to me and I love it.”  

LEFT: The living room is an eclectic mix of 
treasures. Perched above the entertainment 
unit, a salvaged motorbike has found new 
life as a decorative piece. Even the furniture 
is transformed by Christina’s hand. TOP: 
A plate rack bolted to the granite counter 
in the kitchen is made from 140-year-old 
Victorian gateposts. ABOVE: A closer 
look at the etching on the coffee table. 
OPPOSITE TOP: This foyer sees plenty 
of use beyond the ordinary. The Lovisas 
have incorporated a pinball machine and 
popcorn maker to make it a hangout for 
their family. OPPOSITE BOTTOM LEFT: 
Christina demonstrates her pinball wizardry. 
OPPOSITE BOTTOM RIGHT: The powder 
room off the foyer displays Christina’s 
creative, decorative touch. 

Continued on page 24
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The whole house is a grand showcase of Lovisa’s own art and her 
lifelong collection of found treasures. Almost every item has a story. It’s 
like a well-organized magpie’s nest; a coat rack is made from the front of 
a piano (and a nearby plant stand is made from the other half), a repainted 
motorcycle is perched on the top of a cabinet.“My attention to detail is 
who I am and it really comes out in this house,” she says. 

The dining room table was custom made out of thick fir planks her 
father-in-law brought from Italy to use for his work as a stonemason. They’re 
well over 100 years old. “We had the table made in his honour,” says Lovisa.  

It was decided that no matter what legs they chose, they just weren’t 
substantial enough for the girth of the table, so they used salvaged beams 
from a 200-year-old house in Carp. The table was put together using 
traditional means, without screws. 

Three old windows from Cohen & Cohen separate the dining 
and kitchen areas, framing each side like a painting. “I like using the 

windows because it gives you a nice open feel. We didn’t want to block 
it with a solid wall.”

There are fantastic scavenged finds everywhere. A plate rack bolted 
to the granite counter in the kitchen is made from 140-year-old Victorian 
gateposts, found at a salvage yard in Virginia on the way to a wedding.

Lovisa designed her kitchen with help from Astro Design Centre. 
She wanted “chunky” cabinetry that had a furniture-like quality to it. 

“I loved their maple cupboards because they looked old and they’d 
stand the test of time,” recalls Lovisa. Not only did she want a wood that 
was timeless, but she chose a creamy finish for the island in case she ever 
wanted to paint it.

One of Lovisa’s favourite things about the kitchen is the choice of 
windows  from Théo Mineault Inc. that open inwards. There is no centre 
bar, which results in a totally unobstructed view; and the views, especially 
out to the river, are gorgeous.  

TOP LEFT: Made of thick fir planks, the custom dining room table has a 
personal inscription; a nod to Adriano Lovisa, Paul’s father. LEFT: A blend 
of creamy white and rich maple cabinetry give the kitchen a timeless feel. 
ABOVE: Three reclaimed windows separate the dining and kitchen areas, 
framing each side like a painting. OPPOSITE: The home’s dining room is 
filled with personal touches, from the massive handmade table  
to the impressive original art pieces that grace the walls.

Continued on page 26
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Paul and Christina are in it for the long haul and are planning on 
growing old together here. “We have our master bedroom and master 
bathroom on the main floor. We’ve designed everything with wide doors 
and it’s very open,” says Lovisa. 

Although the house was designed with the future in mind, it’s certainly 
warm and welcoming right now.  

“I want to use my house,” says Lovisa. The front foyer is a testament to 
this. Decorated with stunning mixed media canvasses it also has a vintage 

pinball machine and carnival-style popcorn popper. 
“We’ll often sit and have coffee in the foyer in the morning,” says 

Lovisa. “Kids come and play pinball, make popcorn, and everyone’s on the 
same floor instead of heading down into the basement right away. I don’t 
always want them disappearing.”

By surrounding herself with the things that speak to her, she has 
created a living space that is perfect for entertaining and comfortable for 
her family. Now that’s a nice nest.  OH

Two old doors were refinished to 
create a unique headboard for the 
master bedroom. Beautiful floral 
accents add warmth to the room.

GUELPH OTTAWA COLLINGWOOD GRAVENHURST

ottawa@forestell.comwww.

2446 Bank St. Suite 602

Ont.  K1V 1A8

613.447.1194

get awayat homeget away
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Anyone can follow trends...Distinctive sets them.

Distinctive is the destination for total  
Kitchen and Bathroom Renos that suits any budget.
613-834-1796 dbkottawa.com

OVER 18 YEARS

Hot Tubs. . .Cool Pools

POOL MAINTENANCE AND SERVICE

One-piece mini swim-in-place pools  
with big pools benefits.

Hydrapool’s premium quality, self-cleaning  
hot tubs for hydrotherapy and fun! 

For 18 years, we’ve brought pool and spa care to families and friends in the greater Ottawa area.
133 Robertson Road, Nepean | 613-820-7556  | www.bradyspool.com



BONNEVILLE HOMES introduces  NATUR-I  
presented by Majic 100
Find new ideas by touring Bonneville Homes’ 
latest design, Natur-I. Discover revolutionary  
homebuilding technology and design trends in this 
ultra-modern, 1,224 sq. ft. bungalow, ideal for both 
city and country living. See the latest in energy  
efficiency with its uniquely green features, inclu ding 
wall-to-wall and floor-to-ceiling windows.

THE DAVIS LANDSCAPE AND DESIGN DREAM 
GARDEN PRESENTED BY PERMACON
Find inspiration and ideas at the Dream Garden!  
Perfect for backyard parties or BBQ’s, this garden  
boasts 3,000 sq. ft. of perfectly manicured, no  
maintenance gardening splendor, including a  
five-foot waterfall. Check out gardening trends for 
2012 and learn how to get the most of your exterior 
living space to create your very own backyard oasis!

FIND THE ANSwERS AT THE 
OTTAwA HOME & GARDEN SHOw

NEw LOCATION.  NEw ExHIBITORS. NEw PRODUCTS. 
FOUR DAYS ONLY TO GET ADVICE FROM INDUSTRY ExPERTS, 

PLUS SHOP & SAVE wITH OVER 350 RETAILERS.

MARCH 22-25

ottawahomeshow.com

sat i s fact i o n
g u a r a n t e e d
or your admission is free!*
visit ottawahomeshow.com for details

Buy tickets online &

save $4*

enter promo code: ourhomes

reidheating.ca

courtesy of

Thursday, March 22 12 pM - 9 pM  |  Friday, March 23 12 pM - 9 pM  |  saTurday, March 24 10 aM - 7 pM  |  sunday, March 25 10 aM - 5 pM

Valid for 1 adult admission. Ticket value $12. ( tax included.) Non-refundable. No cash value. No mechanical reproduction accepted. 
CE CENTRE ticket office closes one and a half hours prior to end of the Show. Valid from March 22 to 25, 2012.

Presented by

reidheating.caOfficial Landscape Partner
Presented by

TapesTry
asTragalus
Camaieu
losT?

Our Homes pub.indd   1 21/02/12   09:39:29

Timeless Stone
Perhaps the oldest building material in the world is stone. From ancient roman villas to grand 

Victorian homes to sleek minimalist condos, stone has brought a sense of presence, permanence, and 
style to living spaces. Today's designers use ancient materials like stone to create rooms that resonate 

with rich texture, warmth and natural beauty.  

www.merkleysupply.com
613.728.2693

No one understands the benefits of stone and masonry better than Merkley, Ottawa’s oldest
and most respected supplier of building materials. With over fifty years of experience, Merkley

will ensure you have the right products for your renovation or new home - from stone and masonry
to hardwood floors and glass block. Drop by and see our spectacular showroom or visit us online.



AAt our house, far more comes 
in the door than goes out. In what 
was once a roomy dwelling of a few 
thousand square feet – far more 
than two people really need – I find 
myself banging into things in the 
night, things I’d forgotten were 
there, things that in fact weren’t 
there not that long ago. 

This is mainly my fault .  I ’m 
a hoarder; my wife, Patricia, is a 
chucker. If it were up to her, we’d 
be regulars at the town dump, or the 
local Goodwill, or the Re-store, and 
we’d hold a garage sale every long 
weekend. But as I see it, you never 

know when you might find a use for that old sliding door, the boxes of 
left-over tiles, the chipped chinaware, or the extra set of my mother’s 
ancient dining room chairs. What if our kids suddenly decide to move to 
a bigger apartment and need more stuff? What if Windsor chairs come 
back in style? And what’s wrong, by the way, with having three saws, four 
hammers, five caulking guns, and 45 screwdrivers? Nothing like the right 
tool for the right job, I say.

It helps that Patricia is also an organizer. Using what she calls “sleight 
of hand,” she can magically find a place for everything, making additional 
pieces of furniture or dishes vanish or blend in with what’s already there. 
I, on the other hand, tend to put my latest acquisitions on the handiest 
empty, flat surface. As a result, there are no more empty, flat surfaces left 
in our home.

I used to think hoarding was something that could be remedied with a 
periodic tidy-up. But as I’ve discovered, that’s as delusional as a problem 
drinker believing he has only to remain sober for a few days to prove he’s 
not an alcoholic. Sooner rather than later, we return to our old habits. 

Naturally, where there is a problem, someone will offer solutions, or 
sell them. In the United States, professional organizers – people whose 
job it is to help others like me – have created an entity called the National 
Study Group on Chronic Disorganization (NSGCD). I took a scary quiz 
on their website (www.nsgcd.org) that helps determine if you need help, 
and how badly. “Has disorganization been a factor in your life for many 
years?” (Yes, okay, whatever.) “Does your level of disorganization interfere 
with the quality of your life?” (Now that you mention it…) “Do you suffer 
from ‘fear of filing?’” (No, but I think I’ve read the book.) “Is it difficult for 
you to part with things even though they have outlived their usefulness?” 
(Is the Pope Catholic?)

“Don’t panic,” the site advises those who, like me, answered three or 

more questions positively: “We have solutions.” Thankfully, they offer 
a non-judgemental list of possible causes of chronic disorganization, 
ranging all the way from poor lighting, lack of storage space, and “too 
much stuff” to more unsettling possibilities such as traumatic brain 
injury (TBI), obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD), or a fascinating 
new affliction called “affluenza,” which I’m almost certain I don’t have. 
My favourite possible cause, and one that I will readily admit to, is 
“infomania.” Fortunately, we only have dial-up Internet access where 
we live, so that particular mania remains, for the most part, unsatisfied – 
unless you count the 30 odd years of old New Yorkers that are currently 
choking our bookshelves. 

Here in Canada, we’re not far behind the U.S. in offering help to the 
organizationally challenged. Professional Organizers in Canada (POC) 
is a relatively new group (founded in 2002) of around 500 professional 
organizers who are, well, organized in 14 chapters across the country, 
seven of which are in Ontario (www.organizersincanada.com). The 
statistics they offer are rather alarming, unless you are a professional 
organizer looking for work. A poll they conducted last December told 
them that 80 per cent of Canadians feel disorganized to some degree. Their 
past president, Kristie Demke, says: “When people have car troubles, they 
hire a mechanic. When something is wrong with their health they go to a 
doctor. So it should be natural that when disorganization is making your 
life less pleasurable, you should hire a Professional Organizer.”

If the POC’s numbers are even partially accurate, we are probably 
looking at a new growth industry, one we’ll be hearing more and more 
about in the future. But judging from my own experience, I think the 
answer to the problem is more likely to be found in the field of abnormal 
psychology. A former president of the NSGCD put her finger on the root 
of my problem, at least, when she told the New York Times a few years ago 
that if someone with serious disorganization problems looks at a row 
of coffee mugs she (more likely he) will see each mug as a unique item 
invested with strong memories. 

I think she’s got that right. To be honest, I have trouble throwing 
something out not because I think it might come in handy but because 
it feels like a silent witness to a part of my life, or even my parents’ or 
grandparents’ life. Hoarders like me surround themselves with souvenirs 
of their own history. Deep down, in some primitive recess of our brains, 
we’re afraid that if we throw something out, we’ll lose a part of our selves.

Okay, I admit it. It’s a serious problem, and it calls for a serious 
solution. There is such a program. It’s called Clutterers Anonymous 
(www.clutterersanonymous.net). No, I’m not kidding. It treats the 
affliction of untidiness as an addiction, using a 12-step program borrowed 
from Alcoholics Anonymous. As a matter of fact, I’ve just taken the first 
step. I’ve admitted that I’m powerless over clutter. Now I just need a 
higher power to help me sort out the mess.  OH

Confessions
 OF A CLUTTER BUG BY  PAUL  W ILSON

Paul Wilson is a writer, editor, and 
translator who lives f ull  time in 
rural Ontario. He can be reached at  
paul@ourhomesmagazine.com.

o r g a n i z i n g

FREE Truck and Driver at MOVE-IN
6 Convenient locations across Ottawa

Coventry Road | Prince of Wales at Hunt Club | Orleans | South Keys | 
Walkley at Heron | Kanata Centrum

613-842-9900  

Renovating?
Moving?
Staging your home?

Staging your home?
A staged home sells faster and for more money—it’s a proven 
fact. Safely store your furniture and make room for staging with 
Dymon’s world class short term storage options.

Store with Dymon

› De-clutter
› Select the exact sized unit you need
› Get a head-start on your move

Moving?
Closing dates don’t always leave enough time for a 
convenient move. Remove the stress of a tight schedule 
with Dymon’s world class short term storage options.

Experience the Dymon difference

› Moving supplies at exceptional prices
› Eliminate the stress of tight closing timelines
› Move at your speed, on your schedule

Renovating? 
Renovating is stressful enough without having to worry 
about damaging your furniture. Protect your belongings 
during construction with Dymon’s world class short term 
storage options.

Store with Confi dence

› Full humidity and climate control to safeguard 
your possessions

› State of the art security for your peace of mind
› Free truck and driver at move-in for your convenience

A storage solution unlike anything you’ve seen before.
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Monika. “You would have to go to Toronto or Montreal. We 

wanted to bring those options to people here.” 

THE STYLE: Sleek, modern, comfortable furniture in leather, 

wood, glass and more. Jacob says when it comes to selecting 

pieces for the showroom, they go beyond the safe and expected. 

“We like pushing the envelope a bit and taking a little bit of risk,” 

he says. The store also carries sophisticated lighting and décor 

options to add that special touch to a living space. They also 

offer a design consultation service for those who need a hand 

blending new pieces with existing furnishings.

WHAT’S HOT: When asked what’s in style, Jacob and Monika 

say they advise people to follow their own sense of personal 

taste. “Look at what appeals to you,” says Jacob. “When you 

go home to your cave, you want it to be comfortable and you 

want to look around and enjoy what you see.”

FAVOURITES: The fact that this store focuses on quality 

products from Canadian sources will make sense to the buyer 

with discerning taste who also wants to support his or her own 

economy. A stunning, deep set Bensen “Park” chair would make for 

a perfect place to curl up with a good book on a rainy spring day. 

WHERE: 1304 Wellington St. W., Ottawa

613.722.1661, www.alteriors.ca  OH

THE PLACE: Located in the heart of Ottawa’s Wellington Village, 

Alteriors Contemporary Furniture is a showcase of contemporary 

design. Three years ago, husband and wife team Jacob Visutskie and 

Monika Durczak decided to follow their passion for interior design 

and purchased the store from its previous owner. While the store’s 

focus on modern design hasn’t shifted, the source of many of the 

products has. Now with a primary focus on furnishings from top 

Canadian manufacturers as well as pieces from some internationally 

renowned companies, the store has plenty to offer those seeking sleek, 

sophisticated furniture and décor. “There was a time when you would 

have to source pieces you would see in magazines elsewhere,” says 

BY L ISE  LAROCQUE  // PHOTOGRAPHY BY  SAND IE  HEWSON

MODERN 
SOPHISTICATION
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Whether City or Estate living... Luxart Homes is the builder for you.

info@luxarthomes.com            www.LuxartHomes.com              613-253-7571

Visit our Model Homes in Berkeley Park, 241 Santiago St., Saturday & Sunday 12 - 5

Estate Living...

- Brand new Beautiful Estate Subdivision in Beckwith, 
   minutes from Carleton Place
- Plans from 1700-2900 sq. ft., with custom design available
- Both treed and clear lots 1.25 - 2 acres
- Book an appointment today to find out more!
    
From $449,900 (includes lot & HST)

 

Design and build
 your custom 
home with

-  Some of the largest city lots in Carleton Place
-  Stylish and functional bungalows and two-stories
    you can customize for your family
-  Seconds from four lane HWY #7
-  Selling out quickly!
    
From $363,900 (includes lot & HST)

City Living... 

luxart Sp12 . R E V . i n d d   1 1 2 - 0 3 - 0 1   1 0 : 5 4 A M



CCountertops have become one of today’s hottest home fashion accessories as kitchens 
have reclaimed their place as the hub of family life and entertaining, and bathrooms 
have abdicated their utilitarian role to become personal nourishing oases.

Not surprisingly, the marketplace has responded to this prime 
decorating focus by offering an overwhelming selection of surface options.  
However, trying to separate the sales hype from the facts can be difficult. 
If a new countertop is on your decorating to-do list, a little straight talk 
might be useful, especially given that a wise countertop investment will 
add substantial market value to your home. 

CHOICE
There are two major categories of countertop materials: natural and 

man-made. Natural countertop materials include stone products mined 
directly from the earth, and wood. All other materials are man-made. 
There are various options for quality and performance within each 
category that must be considered before making a decision.

NATURAL STONE
Scientifically, there are hundreds of rock type identifications, 

but only nine groups are commonly acknowledged commercially: 
granite, limestone, marble, onyx, quartzite, sandstone, 

serpentine, slate, soapstone and travertine. It is 
important to understand that all stone is a 

product of nature and different stones, 
because of their inherent characteristics, 
look and perform differently in specific 
circumstances, so you must know what is 

appropriate for your application.  
Natural stone is either siliceous or 

calcareous. Siliceous means composed 
mainly of silica or quartz-like particles 
and includes granite, slate, sandstone and 

quartzite. Calcareous is mainly calcium 
carbonate and is sensitive to acidic products 

like those found in kitchen and bar settings and 
frequently requires different care and cleaning 

procedures than siliceous stone. These 
include marble, travertine, limestone and 
onyx. So knowing which is which and how 
best to use them is important. 

MAN-MADE PRODUCTS
Man-made products include glass, engineered 

(stone) quartz, solid surfaces, stainless steel, ceramic/
porcelain tiles, concrete and laminates. All are manufactured. Some 

products incorporate natural materials as part of their composition but 
nevertheless, their creation involves a formulation process. The oldest of 
these materials are concrete, ceramic and porcelain tiles. Glass has also 
ventured into the functional realm and brings a unique artistic quality 
to design. 

Developments in acrylic resins and polymers have 
resulted in the production of solid surfaces that are known 
as composites – engineered products manufactured from 
polymeric materials that can have granules added to 
enhance the colour effects (often to simulate natural 
stone). Solid surface materials are non-porous 
and homogenous with the same composition 
throughout. They can be repaired/renewed to the 
original finish and fabricated into continuous 
surfaces with inconspicuous seams.

FACTS AND FICTION ABOUT 
NATURAL GRANITE  
AND ENGINEERED QUARTZ

Many marketing claims have been made to 
position some man-made products, particularly engineered 
quartz, as superior to natural granite based upon hardness, staining, heat 
resistance, bacteria retention and cost. The fact is that both are excellent 
products and perform equally as well. 

Care and cleaning of each surface is essentially similar, so the real 
choice comes down to texture, colour, pattern and perceived value. 
Granite is a product of nature and as such, no two pieces are identical – its 
beauty is in its uniqueness. Engineered quartz and other solid surfaces 
offer uniformity and consistency in pattern. Granite is comprised of 
mainly quartz and feldspar, mica and other minerals and is considered one 
of the hardest natural products on Earth. Once polished, it will maintain 
its high gloss for most, if not all, of its lifespan. Most granite countertops 
do not need to be sealed. However, in many cases it makes sense to do so 
since this is a simple wipe on and wipe off procedure that gives added 
resistance against everyday spills and dirt – a practice that has become 
common, more as a comfort to homeowners than a necessity.

All products will stain if they aren’t maintained properly. The important 
thing is to wipe up spills quickly and keep the surface clean. And as far as 
bacteria retention is concerned, a 2006 study by the Hospitality Institute 
of Technology and Management (U.S.), marble 
and granite have the same level of clean-
ability as engineered, and the natural 
stone specimens weren’t sealed 
prior  to testing. 

And last but not least, when 
common sense prevails (no red 
hot pots or abusive practices 
on either choice – granite 
or engineered quartz), both 
types of counters will provide a 
lifetime of enjoyment for you to feel 
great in your home.  OH  

SURFACE matters
BY  IRENE  TURNBULL

d e c o r a t i n g

Real iz ing  Your  Dream Kitchen

P: 613.836.5353 |  Showrooom: 2415 Carp Rd.  St i ttsv i l le ,  Ont.  |  www.laurysenkitchens.com
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bringing the indoors out

18 Northside Road
in Bells Corners
613.828.8400 

www.urbanterrace.ca

Proud supplier of world
renowned products for all
 your outdoor living needs.  

 Ottawa’s only landscape boutique

Moving/ 
Liquidation

Sale 
Now 
On!

We TRULY believe a  
real home is a 
GOOD ROOF 
over your 
head.

commercial  |  residential  |  industrial

613.224.0259
www.graceroofingreno.com

  use your 
smartphone
to scan this

barcode for full 
contest details.

No purchase necessary. Contest ends August 1, 2012.  
See the OUR HOMES website for full contest rules 
and details: www.ourhomesmagazine.com

*

*WIN a Fajardo Wood Burning Stove  
from Esarca Importers & Distributors Inc.  
www.esarca.com  Retail Value: $2100.00

Makeover 
Madness 2

0
12

 OUR HOMES presents:

Win aFAJARDO

WOOD BURNING 

STOVE!

To Enter: Send us a note detailing how a new Fajardo  
Wood Burning Stove would complete your home renovation.  
Include one photo of the room you are writing about.
For complete contest rules, go to: www.ourhomesmagazine.com

OR  

19 Cleopatra Dr., Ottawa   
613.228.2666   www.majesticiron.com

Specializing in Railings | Fences and Gates

TimelessStyle

“ Have one of our designers create 
the home of your dreams, with  
experienced, professional service 
one room at a time.” 

  Catherine Pulcine

613 599-5564     www.cpiinteriors.ca

Beauty does not 
happen by accident

before after



BY  L I S E  LAROCQUE  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JESS ICA  DEEKS

CONTEMPORARYflavour

BToday, people are being drawn to the area once again. A newly 
expanded highway makes for a short commute to and from Ottawa, 
offering a taste of country living in historic, picturesque surroundings.

This is what prompted one Ottawa family of three to relocate to the 
area three years ago. At first, they lived on the waterfront on nearby 
Mississippi Lake but found the size of the home too small and the cost 
and limitations of expanding it too great. Instead, they opted to keep 
the waterfront home as their cottage and find a home nearby that would 
provide the living space they needed. On one Sunday drive, they stumbled 

upon a sign for an open house for AMT Lifestyle Homes, and ultimately 
found the house they were seeking. 

Set on a 500 ft., executive size lot among tall, mature trees, the family’s 
new bungalow is designed for living. The family purchased the home 
when it was in the drywall stage and worked with designer and builder 
Margret Gallo to add the finishing touches. “We sat down with Margret 
and she went over a lot of her ideas, which worked with us,” says the 
homeowner. “The colours and some of the thoughts she wanted to put 
into this home, we agreed with almost all of it.” 

Back in the early 1800s, the flowing Mississippi River west of Ottawa attracted many 
settlers to an area which would later become known as Carleton Place.

Continued on page 44

TOP LEFT: Reflections of light and 
spring; fresh floral arrangement 
from The Blossom Shop. TOP 
RIGHT: With its open shelving and 
palette of soft creams and whites, 
the great room has a light, airy 
feel. RIGHT: A large square table 
and leather chairs lend an air of 
sophistication to the dining room.
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Margret says she likes to help personalize clients’ homes. “Because 
we are custom, we can give the house any flavour you want,” she says. 
One particular idea, which she incorporated into the design was an 
impressive wooden staircase that leads down to the large open-concept 
basement. “It’s unusual and it’s really nice and contemporary,” says 
Margret. “Everything in the design process of the home begins with the 
first conversation. I listen and get the feeling of what the homeowners 
want and can guide them in their choices.”

The open-concept main floor features 11 ft. ceilings and large picture 
windows that invite nature in. The kitchen boasts beautiful dark stained 
cabinetry and open shelves. Granite countertops and stainless steel 
appliances from Sears make for a practical yet stylish space. The kitchen 
was also designed to incorporate plenty of seating for family meals. 

A separate dining room with beautiful fixtures from Multi Luminaire 
and a square table and leather chairs from Structube is used for more 
formal occasions. 

Directly across the kitchen is the great room. White leather furniture 
from The Brick, a fireplace surrounded by porcelain tile and floor to ceiling 
open shelving lend a light airy feel to the space. Large windows, with stylish 
custom coverings from Bella Window Fashions Inc. bring warmth to the 
room and frame the yard’s beautiful natural scene. 

The kitchen boasts beautiful dark stained cabinetry 
and open shelves. TOP LEFT: Multiple glass pendant 
lights above the island make for a stylish statement. 
LEFT: Stainless steel and natural stone accents bring 
sophistication and warmth to the space.

Continued on page 48
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TOP LEFT: Fresh flowers add a touch of life to 
the space. MIDDLE LEFT: Doors throughout the 
home feature smoked-glass panel inserts. LEFT: 
The expansive en suite has his-and-hers vanities 
and a large roman tub. ABOVE: The master suite 
has a sleek contemporary feel.

Discover the Possibilities
Custom Designed Landscapes

 

Let our Landscape Designers create your vision
Let our Landscape Specialists transform this vision  

into reality.  Enjoy the process.

613.293.8246    lindsaylandscape.com

FIRST OTTAWA REALTY, BROKERAGE

Perry Pavlovic and Helene Hutchings
“From Raw Land to Sprawling Farms, Town Homes  

to Executive Properties ...and everything in-between”
Whatever your preference, we can help you.

Helene Hutchings & Perry Pavlovic
SALES REPRESENTATIVES

2 Hobin Street, Ottawa, Ontario K2S 1C3
Direct Line - 613 831-6747    

Office - 613 831-9628

www.HutchingsPavlovic.com

Need New WINDOWS?

Locally manufactured   |   Available in multiple colours

5224 Bank Street,
Ottawa, ON  K1X 1H2

1 800-664-9529
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A little further down the hall are the bedrooms and home office. The master 
suite features a large walk-in closet and an expansive en suite bathroom 
complete with his-and-hers vanity, glass surround shower and roman tub. 

The basement features plenty of space for the family to unwind. A 
custom designed theatre room from Signature Audio Video makes for 
a great escape for family and friends. 

“We like to entertain, I think that’s part of why we enjoy the layout,” 
says the homeowner. “We also like the privacy of having that theatre 
room so there’s a place where you can go and not necessarily be in the 
action of it all.” 

A few steps from the theatre room is a large open space with pool 
table from Purewater and a wet bar. With large windows and a patio 

door that opens to the backyard, the basement has a bright, spacious feel. 
“In many two-storey houses the basements can be quite small,” says 

the homeowner. “With estate lots you can build larger bungalows, which 
make for a beautiful lower level and provide plenty of room for the kids.”

The homeowners enjoy their new surroundings so much they managed to 
convince relatives to purchase a home directly across from theirs. Their son and 
his cousins now spend time together discovering the great outdoors, playing 
video games and the like. As it turns out, the bungalow suits them well. 

“At first, my wife was always keen on two-storey homes but we 
really enjoy the width of this home; there’s a nice feeling to it,” says the 
homeowner. “It’s also versatile for when we age; everything’s on the same 
floor. In the end it’s perfect.”  OH

TOP LEFT: A few steps from 
the theatre room is a large open 
space with pool table and wet 
bar. TOP RIGHT: An impressive 
wooden staircase leads down to 
the finished walk-out basement. 
ABOVE: Evidence of some time 
well spent in the custom theatre 
room. RIGHT: Plenty of cosy 
theatre-style seating makes 
for a perfect place to enjoy big 
screen action.

70 Robertson Road, Ottawa | P: 613.726.0099 | www.purewaterpool.com

Pool Tables & Rec Room FurnishingsHot Tubs For Every BudgetHome Bars | Bar Stools

2011 MODEL CLEARANCE

SAVE UP 
TO 50%

Our newest location! 
the SPARetreat is a true luxury escape, 
located on the West End Cliffs of Negril, Jamaica; 
the ideal vacation destination for couples, 
women’s retreats and weddings.

thespajamaica.com
RECOMMENDED ON

the SPA DayRetreat
26 Castlefrank Road, Kanata, ON
613-836-5913 | info@thespadayretreat.ca

the SPARetreat
Negril, Jamaica
1-855-843-7725 | rsvp@thespajamaica.com

the SPA
27 Robertson Rd, Nepean, ON
613-820-7721 | info@thespaottawa.ca
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    ince 1982 Ottawa Valley Handrailing 
(OVH) has been installing handrails in the 
greater Ottawa region. Today, OVH is the 
region’s number one handrail installation 
company, installing over two thousand 
handrails annually. These thousands of handrail 
installations include services for big builders, 
small builders, and custom/private homes.

14 – 77 Auriga Dr.,  Ottawa ON

613.727.0680
ottawavalleyhandrailing.ca

Wall Panel Kits and
Custom Cabinetry

Coffered and Paneled Ceiling Kits
Repair or Replace Stippled Ceilings

Instantly with no mess

GREAT CEILINGS, GREAT ROOMS, MADE EASY 
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BEAUTIFUL  ECONOMICAL  ATTAINABLE

Be your own boss, put your network to work for you, provide  
the very best advertising solutions in your community, and  
build equity in your very own business.

Each regional OUR HOMES magazine features local content,  
local homes, local style, local builders, local trades, and  
local stores.

View any regional magazine at www.ourhomesmagazine.com
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Serves 6 to 8. Makes one 9-inch deep round quiche

FILLING:

6 slices bacon

1 onion, diced

½ tsp pepper 

¼ tsp salt

2 jarred roasted red peppers, drained, 
patted dry and diced

8 eggs

¾ cup milk

1 cup shredded aged Gouda cheese

BY MARIA DASILVA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT HUNTER

When I was younger, quiche was the epitome of culinary elegance. The creamy egg 
filling, the flaky golden pastry and the fancy fillings all seemed to ooze luxury and fancy 
French cooking – perhaps because we only ate it at home when we had special guests over 
or went to fancy restaurants for brunch. Now that I know a bit more, and have learned 
how to cook for myself I still think quiche is a fine symbol of the simplicity and refinement 
of French cooking. It is certainly a crowd-pleaser for brunch or a casual dinner. And it’s so 
versatile: change the cheese, change the vegetables, keep the meat out if you choose, a kind 
of anything-goes dish as long as the egg to milk proportions remain the same. But here’s the 
real kicker, and what I love the most about French cooking in general, it’s dead easy to make. 
Prepare the pastry the night before your special guests are coming to brunch. Complete it 
just before they arrive and voilà, instant elegance for any occasion. 

SOGouda
ROASTED PEPPER, BACON  
AND GOUDA QUICHE

PASTRY
•	 In bowl, whisk together flour and salt. Using two knives or a pastry blender, cut in butter 

until it resembles coarse meal with pea-sized pieces of butter. In small measuring glass, mix 
egg yolk with vinegar, add enough ice-cold water to measure ⅓ cup total. Drizzle over flour 
mixture, tossing with fork and adding up to 2 tsp more water until a rough dough forms. Knead 
dough in bowl until it just comes together. Shape into a ball. Flatten dough into disc and wrap 
in plastic wrap. Refrigerate for 30 minutes or up to 24 hours. 

•	 On floured surface, roll dough into 13-inch circle. Fit into deep nine-inch pie plate and crimp 
edges. Refrigerate for 30 minutes. Prick dough all over with fork. Line with parchment paper 
or foil paper; fill with pie weights or dried beans. Bake on bottom third of 400ºF oven until 
pastry is light golden, 15 to 18 minutes.
FILLING

•	 Meanwhile, in skillet over medium heat, cook bacon, turning once, until crisp, about eight minutes. 
Transfer to paper towel-lined plate; let cool then chop. Drain all but 1 tbsp fat from skillet. 

•	 In same skillet over medium heat, cook onion (add salt and pepper) until tender and lightly 
golden, about five minutes. Stir in red peppers and bacon; set aside.

•	 In bowl, beat eggs with milk until combined. Stir in bacon, pepper and onion mixture and ¾ 
cup of the cheese. Pour filling into pastry and sprinkle with remaining cheese. Bake in bottom 
third of 375ºF oven, covering pastry edge with pieces of foil if getting too brown, until filling 
is set, 35 to 40 minutes. Let cool for 10 minutes before serving.   OH

PASTRY:

1 ½ cups flour

¼ tsp salt

½ cup cold butter, cubed
1 egg yolk

1 tsp vinegar

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

Making your dreams come true  
is our number one priorty.

Request a quote:
613•715•3884

800 David Manchester Rd, Carp ON

www.kanatarenovations.com
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PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JESS ICA  DEEKS

TRADE secrets
Learn a trick or two from some of Ottawa’s skilled trades people.

 Peter Magee
Magee Electric
S P EC I A LT Y:  

Challenging jobs that require creativity
FAVO U R I T E  TO O L : 
Makita impact screw gun
B EST  T H I N G  A BO U T 

WO R K I N G  I N  OT TAWA : 
The city is small enough that word  
of mouth makes for good advertising.
B EST  A DV I C E : 

Flickering lights or plugs are signs  
that should not be ignored.
CU R R E N T  H O M E  

I M P R OV E M E N T  P R OJ ECT:  
Making a large harvest table

Daniel Smith 
Strokes of Genius Painting

S P EC I A LT Y: 
Interior and exterior painting

FAVO U R I T E  TO O L : 
High quality, low-VOC paint

B EST  T H I N G  A BO U T 

WO R K I N G  I N  OT TAWA : 
The people; it has a small-
town feel, despite its size.

B EST  A DV I C E : 
As pros, we don’t use tape, 

but if you plan to DIY and you 
want crisp lines, make sure to 

remove tape after each coat 
while paint is still wet.

Peppi LaRiccia 
Pure Reno Inc.

S P EC I A LT Y: 
Renovations and design

FAVO U R I T E  TO O L : 
Stiletto framing hammer

B EST  T H I N G  A BO U T 

WO R K I N G  I N  OT TAWA : 
The range of historical to  

ultra modern architecture
B EST  A DV I C E : 

Take the time to do it right and 
also consider adding a little 
extra detail to your project.

CU R R E N T  H O M E 

I M P R OV E M E N T  P R OJ ECT:  
A basement reno

 Paul St-Germain
House of Fine Carpentry
S P EC I A LT Y: 
Architectural detailing 
through woodworking
FAVO U R I T E  TO O L : 
Altendorf panel saw
B EST  T H I N G  A BO U T 

WO R K I N G  I N  OT TAWA : 
The great people and the 
interesting projects
B EST  A DV I C E : 
Spend money on trim work,  
it will pay off in spades when  
you sell your home.
CU R R E N T  H O M E 

I M P R OV E M E N T  P R OJ ECT: 

Refinishing our great room

Continued on page 56
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Guy St-Pierre 
Belanger Plumbing  

& Heating Ltd.
S P EC I A LT Y:  

Renovations and repairs
FAVO U R I T E  TO O L :  

I like them all
B EST  T H I N G  A BO U T 

WO R K I N G  I N  OT TAWA : 
The people are great to work for.

B EST  A DV I C E : 
Qualified and certified 

contractors may cost a  
little more but the job will  

be done right.
CU R R E N T  H O M E  

I M P R OV E M E N T  P R OJ ECT: 

Painting and redecorating  
our main floor

 Don Garvey
E.N. Blue Ltd.
Heating & Air Conditioning
S P EC I A LT Y:  
Custom sheet metal fittings 
FAVO U R I T E  TO O L :  
Cordless hand drill
BEST THING ABOUT 

WORKING IN OTTAWA: 
It’s a diverse community with  
a fairly stable local economy.
B EST  A DV I C E : 
Invest in an energy efficient  
furnace or air conditioner.
CU R R E N T  H O M E  

I M P R OV E M E N T  P R OJ ECT: 
Finishing up a kitchen renovation  OH

FirstClass LTD.
Interior Stone Works

www.firstclasslandscaping.ca • 613.225.8225

NATURAL AND CULTURED STONE, FIREPLACES,  
MANTELS, ACCENT WALLS AND BACKSPLASHES

nA d out.

Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

Inside. And out.

Smart. And beautiful.

Up to 50% of a home's heating and cooling
energy is lost through its windows.

With the ‘honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb’
construction and three insulating air pockets,
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
increase energy efficiency.

Visit a participating dealer from
January 1st to April 30th 2012 for more
information about the Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart Manufacturer’s Rebate.

EX TRAORD INARY  W INDOW FASH I ONS

Manufacturer’s
Rebate

Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart

Scan with a
smartphone
to view video.

Window Treats
Free In-Home Consultation

119 Iber Rd., Kanata
613-831-8520         www.windowtreats.ca 

Lee Hazell 
Sales Representative

100 Argyle Avenue, Ottawa, ON K2P 1B6
613.236.9551 • lhazell@cbrhodes.com • www.leehazell.com

Remember....that’s Hazell with two l’s

There is real estate knowledge, 
then there is the ability to bring 
buyers and sellers together by 
combining strong negotiation 
skills with an eye for design.  
That’s real estate expertise.
 
To experience true real estate 
expertise, please contact me 
today for your complimentary 
buyer, seller or staging 
consultation.

Genesis Renovation aims to make your painting experience easy 
and stress free. We want you to be comfortable knowing you’ve made 
the right choice. We offer you 90 days to ensure you truly love the 
colour of your newly painted walls or we will repaint them for free. You 
also receive a 1 year warranty against accidental nicks and dents. 

613.295.7801
www.genesisrenovat ion.com

A premium paint job begins with

Genesis
RENOVATION SERVICES
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KURTIS
CUMMINGS

interior design 
and decorating

www.kurtiscummingsdesign.com
kurtis.cummings.design@gmail.com

613-859-5355

Room Makeovers

Decorating Consultations

Colour Consultations

Green Decorating

More...

Patricia Miragliotta, IDDP, CDECA 
613-845-4444  | patricia@interiorimages.org |  www.interiorimages.org

Since 1993

DESIGNING FOR YOUR LIFESTYLE

Winner – First Place - 2010 CDECA National Award

The Benefits  
of a Project  
Manager

by Patricia Miragliotta 
Interior Images

We all hear renovation horrors of deadlines not being met and projects that 
never end. You can avoid these nightmares by availing yourself of the services 
of an experienced Project Manager. As much as we’d like to think that our 
Contractor is working exclusively on our job, the reality is that it’s not fiscally 
feasible to tie up all the trades on one site. Most Contractors with a team take 
on at least two, and sometimes 3-4 concurrent projects. This practice works 
only when the Contractor is extremely experienced and organized, and when 
his Trades are reliable and can follow a set schedule. The Contractor moves daily 
from job site to job site and may not always be available to monitor or solve 
problems as quickly as needed. 

Enter the invaluable services of an Interior Designer/Decorator that offers Project 
Management as part of a full service package. A good Project Manager will be 
available as needed to follow up and ensure continuity and quality control, 
and keep things on track, on time and on budget. The more experienced ones 
will  have backup Trade resources to fill in when the Contractor’s people may be 
unavailable, allowing the project to continue and avoid delays to the next stage.

Best of all, with a Project Manager, the homeowner has only one point of 
contact for any issues arising. Your PM is working on your behalf, and with years 
of construction experience, can be a great mediator not only with the Trades but 
also in any discussions with the Contractor.

MarketplaceDÉCOR & DESIGN

header.indd   1 11-11-22   4:26 PM

What dreams does your home have?

www.ottawawindows.com      60-A Colonnade Road, Ottawa, Ontario K2E 7J6       P.  613.225.8737      F.  613.225.8931
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GENDRON 
ANTIQUES & REPRODUCTIONS

“Give your home the warmth of days gone by.”

Enjoy over 10,000 sq ft of shopping comfort.
Buy & Sell Antiques | Furniture Reproductions | Home Décor | Furniture Refinishing | Modular Kitchen Cabinets

1145 Carp Road, Stittsville     613.831.2186    www.gendronantiques.com
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CAN SWIMMING POOLS BE GOOD

ForThe Soul &  
The Environment?

TTraditionally, backyard pools have been somewhat wasteful in the way they 
were designed to operate and maintain themselves. However, in recent years, 
eco-savvy consumers have asked for less waste and fewer chemicals in their pools. 

“By using products designed for performance that are environmentally 
responsible and deliver value, consumers can enjoy their pool knowing 
they are doing their part for sustainability,” says Kathryn Pollock of 
Pollock Pools and Spas of Guelph. 

A consumer who is interested in reducing their environmental impact 

can enjoy a smaller, shallower pool using fewer materials, less water and 
fewer chemicals. A design to suit a backyard can offer beauty, family fun 
and deliver savings by using energy efficient innovations. 

“Educating the consumer on features such as high performance 
chlorine and bromine products, alternative salt generated sanitation 
systems, solar heat technology, alternative filtration systems and high 
performance variable speed pumps is part of our mandate. Educating on 
products that provide savings is important,” says Pollock. 

BY  GEORGETTE  MCCULLOCH  AND  RYAN  LECLA IRE

Today’s homeowner is more environmentally responsible than ever and wants every 
inch of their home to be greener – even their swimming pool. 

Like most eco-friendly innovations, these pool products face the 
challenge of getting environmental fence-sitters to jump off onto the green 
side. Saving the planet isn’t enough to win their business; they need to be 
shown real value or cost savings.

New products on the market decrease the amount of time and money 
spent on maintaining your pool, and they’re earth-friendly too. 

Pool Cleaning Systems
Salt water systems are all the rage these days. Chlorine pucks and 

chemicals are now considered to be old fashioned and their use extremely 
rare in new pools. With these systems, you don’t have to buy or handle 
chlorine and the water is easy on the eyes and the skin. In addition, the 
cost of a salt system is decreasing as demand increases.

But don’t kid yourself. Salt water pools are still full of chlorine – only 
the delivery system is different.

Saline systems use sodium chloride. A generator converts the salt to 
chlorine using a process called electrolysis. What’s little known is that 
the generator cell will probably have to be replaced every three-to-five 
years at a cost of around $400. 

Chlorine-Free Pools
New technologies can eliminate or reduce the use of chlorine to clean pools. 

Some systems use copper ionization and liquid oxidation to sanitize pools. 
This happens when water flows through a chamber, killing bacteria and algae. 

Other systems inject ozone gas into the water as it re-circulates, 
oxidizing bacteria and killing micro-organisms. 

Many of these systems can be retrofitted onto existing pools.
Natural pools could be the answer for those who want to go totally 

green when they cool off in the water.
These pond-like pools, built from scratch, use aquatic plants to clean 

the water.

Save Energy 
It’s not cheap to operate a swimming pool. Electricity for a single-

speed pump that runs around the clock can cost up to $200 a month, 
depending on the size of your pool. Add heating costs, whether gas or 
electric, and a pool is a luxury item many families can’t afford.

But new technology is starting to pay off for pool owners.

Variable Speed Pumps 
Slower pump speeds equal reduced energy costs. Pool owners can 

program and adjust the pump speed to meet peak enjoyment periods. 
Variable speed pumps are quieter and many come with built-in 
diagnostics that detect problems.

These pumps can translate into energy savings of up to 90 per cent.

Solar Heating
Solar energy is free and it’s good for the environment.
According to Natural Resources Canada, “over a 15-year period, 

you could spend five times or more on heating with gas what you 
would spend on installing a solar heater today. Once your solar 
heating system is installed, there are no more heating bills to pay.” 
A solar system will also extend the season for outdoor swimmers. 
Although a solar blanket will help, a solar heating system is ideal.  

Solar equipment, including panels, lasts longer than conventional 
systems, is more durable and requires less maintenance. Continued on page 62

g r e e n  l i v i n g

60  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 2  61



More Options
Pollock Pools installs custom designed Paramount automatic in-floor 

pool cleaning and circulation systems. The filter cleans body oils, suntan 
lotions, pollen, and bacteria with less effort and waste. 

“Pools typically circulate water near the surface where chemicals and 
heat quickly evaporate,” says Pollock.

Lighting
LED lighting is cost-efficient, long-lasting and beautiful. 
You can also use fibre optics. Optical fibres conduct light from a 

remotely located light projector to the pool, eliminating the use of 
electricity at the pool.

Solar lighting is another option. Waterproof solar lights f loat 
on the surface, gathering the sun’s energy during the day, charging 
a rechargeable battery. They automatically turn on at night via a  
light sensor.

Landscaping
Use local, natural elements around your pool. Use natural stone for 

paving to create your outdoor environment and a healthy setting to enjoy 
your cool feature. 

Another great way to create an eco-friendly atmosphere in your yard 
is to buy locally grown, indigenous plants for your gardens.  OH

g r e e n  l i v i n g

online Seven pools that make a splash:
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/oodles-of-pools

complete landscape design for your lifestyle 

floraldesignlandscaping.com

nursery | 613-314-4125   
open 7  days a week  |  9am-6pm
2860 donnelly drive, kemptville

design office | 613-258-7270
design cell | 613-761-0952

2011 Canadian Design & Construction Gold Award Winner
Pool & Hot Tub Council of Canada

Floral_Sp12.indd   1 12-02-29   11:33 AM
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Building a custom home was such a pleasure that Sheri and James Cox 
say they’d do it again. “We are thrilled with our home,” says Sheri. “It is 
exactly everything we wanted and then some.”

Distler Construction Ltd. built the Cox’s five-bedroom house on 
Georgian Bay. “We explained to them the features we wanted in a home 
and they came up with a plan for a home that would suit the lot and had 
everything in it that we wanted,” says Sheri. She and James like their 
surroundings to be unique and special to them. “That’s why we went 
custom. There is no other home like ours out there. It is tailored to our lot. It 
is tailored to our family,” says the mother of three children, aged 9, 10 and 12.

Unlike some contractors who offered estimates with 10 to 20 per cent 
variables, Distler gave them a firm price and finished the 3,500 sq. ft. home 
ahead of schedule and within one per cent of their final budget. “That was 
huge for us,” says Sheri. “It made a difference in being able to add different 
features to the home.”

Working with a custom builder overseeing all aspects of construction 
was worth it, she says. “It eliminated a lot of the hassle and stress. It was 
fun, being able to choose colours and flooring and stonework. It made it 
very hassle-free. We’d do it again.”

A custom-built home is an opportunity to make your living space 
precisely as you want it – a rare chance to use creativity and personal tastes 
to please and comfort you and your family. For many people, building a 
home is one of the biggest investments they will ever make. So a great deal 
of planning and prudence is essential. 

Deciding how much you can afford is a key step, says Liam Cragg, a 
mortgage broker with Community Mortgage Services Corp. When a financial 
institution pre-approves your mortgage, calculate the monthly payment, add 
property taxes, utilities, insurance and all the other costs of home ownership 
to determine your total monthly cost, Cragg advises. “There has to be a 
comfort factor,” he says. “That’s the first thing you should establish, ‘What 
amount of payment is reasonable for me to handle?’ 

The more money you have available to build a custom home, the easier 
financing will be, he says. If you own a mortgage-free home and intend 
to sell it when your new home is finished, you could get a line of credit 
against your existing home and use that money, as you need it, until you 
reach substantial completion on the new house, Cragg explains. When 
you sell your existing home you then pay off the line of credit. If your 
existing home is not mortgage-free, a bank may offer you a line of credit 
based on your equity.

It’s always a good strategy to ask for more financing than you need, 
Cragg says. “You don’t have to use the additional funds, but if you run into 
problems during the construction phase and go back to your lender for 
more money your lender might say no. Then your financing options could 
get expensive,” he warns.

The cost of a custom-built home depends on its size, complexity and 
finishes, says Scott Clark, operations manager for Edenlane Homes Inc., 
a family owned and operated design and construction company. Other 
expenses, such as building permits, architectural fees, a development 
permit, as well as water and sewer services, may add to the final price.     

Prospective custom homeowners, Clark says, must make many 
decisions prior to construction to determine whether their house will be 
as expensive as one already built.

BY WALTER FRANCZYK
ILLUSTRATION BY SHEILA BRITTON

PLANNING YOUR
CUSTOM HOME

Finding the right builder is crucial. Clark recommends speaking to 
a few builders right at the start of the project. Visiting trade shows that 
showcase builders will provide a feel of what’s involved, he says. “The 
client should feel comfortable and secure with the builder from the 
beginning,” Clark says. “If there is even a slight sense of apprehension 
on the part of the client regarding a particular builder, then walk away.” 

The Canadian Home Builders Association (CHBA) advises anyone 
looking for a contractor to ask around and talk to friends, family, 
co-workers and neighbours. Find out if their contractors lived up to 
expectations. How were issues resolved? Use the business directory in 
this magazine. The beautiful homes featured in OUR HOMES magazine 
are owned by people happy with their builder’s work. Drive around, look 
at homes and find out who built the houses you like.

“A client should request references from a builder’s previous clients,” 
says Clark. “See some of their work, ask how the financial portion of the 
project works, ensure the builder has all the necessary insurance and find 
out who they use for subcontractors.”

After interviewing builders and checking references, ask a short list of 
contractors to provide an actual bid, based on clear and detailed plans and 
specifications, the CHBA suggests. The bid that affords the best overall 
value, not necessarily the lowest price, is the one to look for, says the CHBA.

Develop a contract, determine a price and get a warranty on materials 
and workmanship in writing. “Verbal assurances that a contractor will 
come back and fix anything that goes wrong is very difficult to enforce 
after the job is finished,” the CHBA warns. Have a lawyer review the 
draft contract and insist on proof of liability insurance and Workers’ 
Compensation coverage or equivalent private disability coverage for 
exempt workers. “A contract that requires compliance with the laws of 
your province or territory is a good way to protect yourself and your family 
from legal or financial risks,” the CHBA says.

The CHBA offers a wealth of information on its website www.chba.
ca. It has worksheets to help you decide what you need in a home, how 
much it will cost, and how to rate builders.  OH

r e a l  e s t a t e

Window 
Fashions Inc.

ella
...more than just great window fashions. 

With over 20 years of custom drapery experience, Bella Window Fashions
 will add personality to your space and create the ambience you are looking for. 

Model Homes | Urban Living Condos | Custom Homes | Commercial Offices

 613.454.8131      |     www.bellawindowfashions.ca

18 Grenfell Crescent, Nepean         613.225.9700         frankbuildingsupplies.com

FRANK
BUILDING SUPPLIES & SALES LTD.

Trim Work    Railings   Circular & Straight Stairs

for over 50 years

Custom Homes for Custom Home Owners

Personalized Building 
“Building your dream home with you, not just for you.”

2011 Winner 
GOHBA Best Custom Home over 4,000 sq ft

613.850.6275     www.pattersonhomes.ca

Providing knowledgeable  
and expert service for over70 years.

335 Roosevelt Avenue, Ottawa
613.722.6581  www.fendor.ca
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A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

OTTAWA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT>> SOURCE IT >> SOURCE IT
GAYLORD HARDWOOD FLOORING

Gaylord Hardwood Flooring is a small family business 
located in Tweed, Ontario. Their 12,000 square foot showroom 
was honoured with the Greater Ottawa Home Builders 
Association “Best 
Trade Showroom” 
award three years 
in  a  row and is 
we l l  wo r t h  t h e 
drive. This unique 
showroom allows 
c u s t o m e r s  t o 
walk through in a 
household setting 
to see the flooring 
in place, rather than in small samples.

Gaylord Hardwood Flooring is the best quality in Canada 
and was named “Wood Floor of the Year” by the National Wood 
Flooring Association. Gaylord Hardwood Flooring has a number 
of “claims to fame” including; the longest board lengths (up to 12 
feet), the widest boards (2-1/4” to 10”), a 40-year warranty, and 
the excellent personal service you would expect from a small 
family business built on referrals from happy clients. Gaylord 
Hardwood Flooring has no dealers so you get the expertise 
and experience of dealing directly with the manufacturer.  
If you are planning on building or renovating, visit our website 
at www.gaylordhardwoodflooring.com or our Tweed showroom 
at 228 Victoria Street North, Tweed or call us Toll Free at 
1.877.333.0433 (Please see ad on page 9)

OTTAWA WINDOWS & DOORS
Ottawa Windows and Doors is a locally owned, award winning 

and trusted source for new and replacement residential 
windows, exterior doors, skylights and accessories. Placing 

signif icant focus 
on our installation 
team so that none 
of the installations 
are done by sub-
co n t ra c to rs  b u t 
rather by on-staff 
professionals has 
rewarded us with 
the 2009 Market 

Place Ethics award and 5 year current winner of the Consumers 
Choice award. Knowing your home is your greatest investment, 
we take great pride in delivering upon our promises and our 
knowledgeable staff will take the time to learn your needs. Our 
interactive showroom gives home owners a chance to see why 
we are so passionate about what we do and really understand 
what the completed job will look like. 
We invite you to learn more by calling 613.225.8737,  
or visiting our extensive showroom located at  
60 Colonnade Road or online at www.ottawawindows.com 
(Please see ads on page 13 & 59)

FRANK BUILDING SUPPLIES & SALES LTD.
Frank Building Supplies has been a cornerstone of the building 

supply industry in Ottawa for over 50 years. Home owners 
and contractors alike rely on Frank’s to accommodate their 
specific building 
needs by paying 
great attention 
to their individual 
trim work projects.

By integrating 
current building 
standards with an 
appealing sense of 
design, we create 
tasteful and solid woodwork. At Frank’s, we stock a wide range of 
products for your trim job at very affordable rates and provide 
services such as custom manufacture of curved and circular 
stairs built to meet high standards and detailed specifications.

We are proud of our outstanding personal service, our expert 
advice, and promise to give you the highest quality service and 
best product selection available. Whether you need to purchase 
materials for your trim and railing project, or need us to install it 
for you too, one thing is sure: you will receive value, top quality 
and personal service. We wouldn’t have it any other way!
Drop by our showroom at 18 Grenfell Crescent,  
Nepean or call us at 613.225.9700 or visit us at  
www.frankbuildingsupplies.com (Please see ad on page 64)

MIELE GALLERY ON BANK
Miele Gallery On Bank is the first independently owned 

kitchen, laundry and vacuum appliance store in Ottawa that 
specializes exclusively in quality Miele appliances. Located in 
the heart of the nation’s capital, we have the most modern and 
fully interactive showroom gallery that features a live kitchen 
and more than sixty Miele appliances on site.  

Much more than just a place for kitchen appliances, 
the Miele Gallery on 
Bank is a place where 
you can take part in 
a hands-on culinary 
experience by learning 
new techniques and 
t a s t e  t h e  f r e s h l y 
cooked results of your 
culinary experiments!   
Our clients benefit 

from personal training, food lover learning sessions, and 
friendly professional support. 

Since 1891 Miele has been a world leader in high-end 
appliances and offers a full line of products ranging from 
refrigeration, cooktops, wall ovens, steam ovens and speed 
ovens, hood fans, dishwashers, to washing machines, dryers, 
vacuum cleaners and more. As our corporate motto says,  
“Immer Besser” which in German means, “Always Better.” 
For more information about cooking sessions, products  
and services please visit our web site at www.mieleonbank.ca,  
also on Facebook Miele Gallery on Bank, or call us at 
613.695.9944. Located at 433 Bank Street, Ottawa  
(Please see ad on page 11)

LUXART HOMES
In the fast-growing area of Carleton/Beckwith (just West 

of Scotiabank Place) you will find Luxart Homes, a leader 
in providing residents 
and newcomers with 
h i g h - q u a l i ty,  h i g h 
style City and Estate 
residences.

In the smaller city 
neighbourhood of Berkeley Park, Luxart offers homeowners a 
quiet suburban lifestyle on 57’ lots within the town of Carleton 
Place. Berkeley Park sits in a perfect location – walking distance 
to picturesque and eclectic downtown Carleton Place, and just 
moments from bigger stores such as a Wal-Mart Supercentre, 
Rona, and Starbucks. With customizable plans starting at 
$363,900, Luxart has in-town living to suit every family’s needs.

Luxart Homes is also preparing to release their brand new 
estate community, Maggie’s Place, just on the outskirts of 
Carleton Place. These 1-2 acre spacious lots are less than three 
minutes from a variety of retail, culinary, and entertainment 
offerings.

So whether your preference is City or Estate Living, Luxart 
Homes will artistically design your home with luxury in mind.  
Luxart Homes is proud to offer members and retirees of the 
Armed Forces a discount of $5000 as an expression of our 
heartfelt appreciation.
For more information on how Luxart Homes can help you 
design and build your custom home call us at 613.253.7571 
or visit us at www.luxarthomes.com  
(Please see ad on page 36&37)

OTTAWA VALLEY HANDRAILING
An internationally recognized company, Ottawa Valley 

Handrailing has been offering high quality, custom stair 
and rail products worldwide for over 30 years. Serving 
builders, developers, architects, 
interior designers, and homeowners, 
Ottawa Valley Handrailing excels 
at providing unequalled customer 
service and exceptional products. We 
recognize interior stairs and railings 
are a focal point of new homes and 
home renovations. We distinguish 
ourselves by providing only the best 
products of quality craftsmanship. 
O u r  d e s i g n  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d 
procedures are well established. 
We use the latest computerized 
technologies in woodworking while 
preserving an artisan philosophy to manufacture our stair 
systems. Our stair systems are pre-assembled and ready for 
onsite installation, saving our customers time and money. 
613.727.0680
info@ottawavalleyhandrailing.ca
77 Auriga Drive, Unit 14, Ottawa (Please see ad on page 50)

DESIGN IN KIND
For the second year in a row, eight Ottawa interior decorators 

and D.E. Kinkade Konstruction Ltd joined together to participate 
in the United Way’s Kindness Week event, Extreme Makeover: 
Kindness Edition. Taking the spirit of “choosing to be kind” to 
heart, the design team (led by Sonya Kinkade) donated their 
time and skills to the cause and rounded up an impressive list 
of donors and sponsors who were excited to come on board and 
help them spread the kindness.

 The recipient of this year’s Extreme Makeover was the 
Foster Farm Family House Homework Club in west Ottawa. It’s 
a place where children in the Foster Farm community can go to 
do homework and get assistance if they need it. Thanks to the 
generosity of some very big-hearted individuals and companies, 
the design team made over two rooms for The Homework Club 
with a fresh new colour scheme, flooring, cabinetry, chairs, 
window treatments, artwork, and lots of school supplies.

 By creating a vibrant and inspiring environment to work in, 
the design team hopes that they’ve played a part in helping the 
kids at the Homework Club achieve great things. As donor Faye 
Fortuney said, “Changing a person’s physical surroundings can 
bring inspiration, motivation, a sense of pride, and the idea that 
someone else sees value in them.”

Designers: Sonya Kinkade Design | Modecor | Solace Interiors |  
Lisa Goulet Design | dh designs | JAX Decor & Design |  
Sarah Kidder Design | Otta Decorate
Donors: D.E. Kinkade Konstruction Ltd | Ottawa Valley 
Kitchens | Sherwin-Williams store #8785 | B.T. Kelly Painting 
Inc | Barwood Flooring | Marchand Lighting and Electrical |  
Climate Works | Lafarge Canada | School Furniture of Canada |  
Tamarack Developments | Tag Along Toys | Smart Space 
Organizing | Future Shop | Faye Fortune Drapery | Ikea Canada |  
Matt LeBlanc Abstract Art | Sheila Cain, pencil artist | Danielle 
Lynn Photography | Randy Little | Spotlight Hair Studio & Spa | 
Marc Gagnon | Kristin Berit | Tina Klein Walsh
To view more photos from the Extreme Makeover Kindness 
Edition please visit www.daniellelynnphotography.com
Written by: Kelly James of JAX Decor & Design  
Photography by: Danielle Lynn Photography 

 

FRANK
BUILDING SUPPLIES & SALES LTD.
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ENCLOSE YOUR EXISTING PORCH FOR MORE USE FROM SEASON
TO SEASON AND STILL ENJOY UP TO 75% VENTILATION

Call for an appointment to see our showroom!

John S.A. Caldwell | 613.839.1724
109 Cherryhill Drive, Carp
     www.weatherwall.com

Eze-Breeze™, WeatherWall’s proprietary 4-track window system, gives 
you a variety of ways to control your enclosure’s environment. Each 
section has 4 window panels that slide up and down independently.

Resort Living in your own backyard!

WEATHERWALL_sp12.indd   1 12-02-28   2:44 PM
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OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email  jkivell@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call 
613-435-4246  or 613-595-1221 to advertise.

ANTIQUES/REPRODUCTIONS  
GENDRON ANTIQUES & REPRODUCTIONS  
	 Page 59

APPLIANCES/KITCHENWARE 
CORBEIL APPLIANCES Page 7
MIELE GALLERY Page 11

BUILDERS 
AMT LIFESTYLE HOMES Page 4
FINE SPACES CONSTRUCTION Page 11
LUXART HOMES Page 36&37
OAKWOOD Page 72
PATTERSON HOMES Page 65
SHELLSTAR HOMES Page 19

BUILDING/LANDSCAPING SUPPLIES 
MERKLEY SUPPLY LTD. Page 31

COUNTERTOPS/ 
GRANITE & STONE/TILE 
CAPITAL GRANITE Page 12
EURO TILE & STONE Page 51

CUSTOM CABINETS 
GENDRON ANTIQUES & REPRODUCTIONS  
	 Page 59
LAURYSEN KITCHENS Page 39

DESIGNERS/DECORATORS  
CANADIAN DECORATORS’  
	 ASSOCIATION Page 58
CPI INTERIORS Page 40
CUSTOM HOME INTERIORS Page 17
FINISHING TOUCH INTERIORS Page 58
INTERIOR ELEGANCE Page 58
INTERIOR IMAGES Page 58
KURTIS CUMMINGS Page 58
SHIVA INTERIORS Page 14
SOHOME Page 58

FENCES/DECKS/GATES  
MAJESTIC METAL WORKS Page 40

FINE WOODWORKING  
GENDRON ANTIQUES & REPRODUCTIONS  
	 Page 59
HOUSE OF FINE CARPENTRY Page 51

FIREPLACES & STOVES  
HUBERT’S HEATING Page 2&3

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM  
FRANK BUILDING SUPPLIES & SALES Page 64
GAYLORD HARDWOOD FLOORING Page 9
MAJESTIC METAL WORKS Page 40
OTTAWA VALLEY HANDRAILING  
	 COMPANY LTD. Page 50
URBAN STAIRS & RAILS Page 69

FURNITURE & HOME DECOR  
GENDRON ANTIQUES & REPRODUCTIONS  
	 Page 59

GARDEN CENTRES/NURSERIES 
FLORAL DESIGN LANDSCAPING, POOLS  
	 AND NURSERY Page 63

GLASS & GLASS DESIGN  
CENTENNIAL GLASS DEPOT Page 13

HAIR SALONS & SPAS  
THE SPA RETREAT Page 49
THIRD AVENUE SPA Page 53

HEATING & COOLING/PLUMBING  
BELANGER PLUMBING & HEATING Page 12
E.N. BLUE LTD. Page 41

HOME ENTERTAINMENT  
AUDIOSHOP Page 71
PUREWATER TOTAL HOME LEISURE Page 49

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS 
ARCHWOOD CONSTRUCTION Page 15
FINE SPACES CONSTRUCTION Page 11
GENESIS RENOVATION SERVICES Page 57
GRACE ROOFING & RENO’S Page 41
KANATA RENOVATIONS Page 53
OAKWOOD Page 72
PURE RENO INC. Page 8

KITCHEN AND BATH  
DISTINCTIVE BATHROOMS & KITCHENS  
	 Page 29
LAURYSEN KITCHENS Page 39

LANDSCAPE DESIGN/LANDSCAPING/ 
LAWN & GARDEN  
FIRST CLASS LTD. Page 57
FLORAL DESIGN LANDSCAPING, POOLS  
	 AND NURSERY Page 63
FORESTELL DESIGNED LANDSCAPES Page 27
LINDSAY LANDSCAPE INC. Page 47
THE URBAN TERRACE OUTDOOR 
	 LIVING DESIGN CO. Page 41
WELWYN WONG LANDSCAPE DESIGN Page 15

LUMBER & TRUSSES  
GRANDOR GROUP Page 5, 47

MEDIA  
ALL FOR NOTHING PRODUCTIONS II INC.  
	 Page 41

MOVING/SELF STORAGE  
DYMON SELF STORAGE Page 33

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES  
AMT LIFESTYLE HOMES Page 4
LUXART HOMES Page 36&37

NON PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS  
CANADIAN DECORATORS’  
	 ASSOCIATION Page 58
FRIENDS OF HOSPICE OTTAWA Page 6

OUTDOOR FURNITURE  
THE URBAN TERRACE OUTDOOR 
	 LIVING DESIGN CO. Page 41

PAINTING & DECORATING  
GENESIS RENOVATION SERVICES Page 57

POOLS/HOT TUBS/SAUNAS/SPAS  
BRADY’S POOL & SPA CARE LTD. Page 29
FLORAL DESIGN LANDSCAPING, POOLS  
	 AND NURSERY Page 63
PUREWATER TOTAL HOME LEISURE Page 49

REAL ESTATE  
COLDWELL BANKER FIRST OTTAWA  
	 REALTY – HELENE HUTCHINGS &  
	 PERRY PAVLOVIC Page 47
COLDWELL BANKER RHODES & COMPANY 
	 BROKERAGE – LEE HAZELL Page 57
ROYAL LEPAGE TEAM REALTY –  
	 CHRISTINE HAUSCHILD Page 6

ROOFING  
GRACE ROOFING & RENO’S Page 41

SPECIAL EVENTS  
6TH ANNUAL GIRLS’ NIGHT OUT Page 6
OTTAWA HOME & GARDEN SHOW Page 30

STONE/STONEWORK  
FIRST CLASS LTD. Page 57
MERKLEY SUPPLY LTD. Page 31

SUNROOMS/PORCHES  
WEATHER WALL Page 69

VACATION RESORTS  
THE SPA RETREAT Page 49

WINDOW FASHIONS  
BELLA WINDOW FASHIONS Page 64
EXCLUSIVE WINDOW COVERINGS Page 14
WINDOW TREATS Page 57

WINDOWS & DOORS  
BOWEN WINDOWS Page 7
FENDOR WINDOWS & DOORS Page 65
FRANK BUILDING SUPPLIES & SALES Page 64
GRANDOR GROUP Page 5, 47
OTTAWA WINDOWS & DOORS Page 13, 59
VERDUN WINDOWS & DOORS Page 28
WEATHER WALL Page 69

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/ottawa

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.



This bold reddish orange was 
selected by the Pantone Colour 
Institute to provide the energy 
boost we need to recharge and 

move forward. OUR HOMES discovered 
many ways to add a punch of this vivacious 
colour to your home. OH

VIVID 
ORANGE
Tangerine Tango
– THE COLOUR OF THE YEAR.

Bodum®

CB2

Room & Board®

West Elm

Olympia Tile & Stone

Farrow & Ball
– The St Antoine 
Papers, BP 917 

Benjamin Moore
– Tawny Day Lilly
2012-10

Room & Board®

Room & Board®

Le Creuset

Emma Gardner Design

Bodum®

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h HomeWorks® | Wireless Lighting and Shade Control

Discover the ambiance and safety of illumination, 
while saving energy and enhancing your time  
at home. 

Create a welcoming path of light from your car as you 
arrive at your home. Control lights from poolside to 
bedside, front entrance to family room.

Control the natural light in your home with Lutron® Sivoia 
QED® electronic shading solutions. Automatically raise the 
shades in the morning letting in more natural light. Lower 
your shades in the evening for privacy at the touch of 

 

a button.

HomeWorks wireless sytems can be installed into new or 
existing homes.  

  •   Save energy and extend lamp life by dimming your lights
  •   Easy installation with no new wiring and no mess; often 

in less than a day 
  •   Easily integrated with home automation and 

entertainment systems
  •   Complement décor with a wide array of styles, colours 

and finishes 
  •   Expand your system at any time with wireless switches, 

fan controls, shades and lamp dimmers

Experience the luxury of total light control

Call for a consultation and demonstration of the 
HomeWorks lighting control system.

HomeWorks seeTouch® keypad in midnight 
with stainless steel wallplate (actual size)

© 2008 Lutron Electronics Co., Inc.

685 Bank Street
Ottawa
Tel. : 613 233-1201 
www.audioshop.on.ca

audioshop_Sp12.indd   1 12-02-14   9:26 AM
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oakwood.ca 613 236.8001

OakWood’s unique Concept Design service includes 3D drawings of your 
future renovation. You’ll see exactly how it will look - before we’ve begun. 
Want to make a change or see different materials and finishes? No problem. 
Once you are happy we’ll start to build. Our process removes all guesswork 
and eliminates surprises.

3D Concept Design.
Just one more reason to take a closer look at OakWood

We can see your future 
renovation... 
and it’s beautiful!

LOOk CLOser


