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CONTEMPORARYflavour

BToday, people are being drawn to the area once again. A newly 
expanded highway makes for a short commute to and from Ottawa, 
offering a taste of country living in historic, picturesque surroundings.

This is what prompted one Ottawa family of three to relocate to the 
area three years ago. At first, they lived on the waterfront on nearby 
Mississippi Lake but found the size of the home too small and the cost 
and limitations of expanding it too great. Instead, they opted to keep 
the waterfront home as their cottage and find a home nearby that would 
provide the living space they needed. On one Sunday drive, they stumbled 

upon a sign for an open house for AMT Lifestyle Homes, and ultimately 
found the house they were seeking. 

Set on a 500 ft., executive size lot among tall, mature trees, the family’s 
new bungalow is designed for living. The family purchased the home 
when it was in the drywall stage and worked with designer and builder 
Margret Gallo to add the finishing touches. “We sat down with Margret 
and she went over a lot of her ideas, which worked with us,” says the 
homeowner. “The colours and some of the thoughts she wanted to put 
into this home, we agreed with almost all of it.” 

Back in the early 1800s, the flowing Mississippi River west of Ottawa attracted many 
settlers to an area which would later become known as Carleton Place.

Continued on page 44

TOP LEFT: Reflections of light and 
spring; fresh floral arrangement 
from The Blossom Shop. TOP 
RIGHT: With its open shelving and 
palette of soft creams and whites, 
the great room has a light, airy 
feel. RIGHT: A large square table 
and leather chairs lend an air of 
sophistication to the dining room.
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Margret says she likes to help personalize clients’ homes. “Because 
we are custom, we can give the house any flavour you want,” she says. 
One particular idea, which she incorporated into the design was an 
impressive wooden staircase that leads down to the large open-concept 
basement. “It’s unusual and it’s really nice and contemporary,” says 
Margret. “Everything in the design process of the home begins with the 
first conversation. I listen and get the feeling of what the homeowners 
want and can guide them in their choices.”

The open-concept main floor features 11 ft. ceilings and large picture 
windows that invite nature in. The kitchen boasts beautiful dark stained 
cabinetry and open shelves. Granite countertops and stainless steel 
appliances from Sears make for a practical yet stylish space. The kitchen 
was also designed to incorporate plenty of seating for family meals. 

A separate dining room with beautiful fixtures from Multi Luminaire 
and a square table and leather chairs from Structube is used for more 
formal occasions. 

Directly across the kitchen is the great room. White leather furniture 
from The Brick, a fireplace surrounded by porcelain tile and floor to ceiling 
open shelving lend a light airy feel to the space. Large windows, with stylish 
custom coverings from Bella Window Fashions Inc. bring warmth to the 
room and frame the yard’s beautiful natural scene. 

The kitchen boasts beautiful dark stained cabinetry 
and open shelves. TOP LEFT: Multiple glass pendant 
lights above the island make for a stylish statement. 
LEFT: Stainless steel and natural stone accents bring 
sophistication and warmth to the space.

Continued on page 48
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TOP LEFT: Fresh flowers add a touch of life to 
the space. MIDDLE LEFT: Doors throughout the 
home feature smoked-glass panel inserts. LEFT: 
The expansive en suite has his-and-hers vanities 
and a large roman tub. ABOVE: The master suite 
has a sleek contemporary feel.
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A little further down the hall are the bedrooms and home office. The master 
suite features a large walk-in closet and an expansive en suite bathroom 
complete with his-and-hers vanity, glass surround shower and roman tub. 

The basement features plenty of space for the family to unwind. A 
custom designed theatre room from Signature Audio Video makes for 
a great escape for family and friends. 

“We like to entertain, I think that’s part of why we enjoy the layout,” 
says the homeowner. “We also like the privacy of having that theatre 
room so there’s a place where you can go and not necessarily be in the 
action of it all.” 

A few steps from the theatre room is a large open space with pool 
table from Purewater and a wet bar. With large windows and a patio 

door that opens to the backyard, the basement has a bright, spacious feel. 
“In many two-storey houses the basements can be quite small,” says 

the homeowner. “With estate lots you can build larger bungalows, which 
make for a beautiful lower level and provide plenty of room for the kids.”

The homeowners enjoy their new surroundings so much they managed to 
convince relatives to purchase a home directly across from theirs. Their son and 
his cousins now spend time together discovering the great outdoors, playing 
video games and the like. As it turns out, the bungalow suits them well. 

“At first, my wife was always keen on two-storey homes but we 
really enjoy the width of this home; there’s a nice feeling to it,” says the 
homeowner. “It’s also versatile for when we age; everything’s on the same 
floor. In the end it’s perfect.”  OH

TOP LEFT: A few steps from 
the theatre room is a large open 
space with pool table and wet 
bar. TOP RIGHT: An impressive 
wooden staircase leads down to 
the finished walk-out basement. 
ABOVE: Evidence of some time 
well spent in the custom theatre 
room. RIGHT: Plenty of cosy 
theatre-style seating makes 
for a perfect place to enjoy big 
screen action.
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Our newest location! 
the SPARetreat is a true luxury escape, 
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