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TRADE secrets
Learn a trick or two from some of Ottawa’s skilled trades people.

 Peter Magee
Magee Electric
S P EC I A LT Y:  

Challenging jobs that require creativity
FAVO U R I T E  TO O L : 
Makita impact screw gun
B EST  T H I N G  A BO U T 

WO R K I N G  I N  OT TAWA : 
The city is small enough that word  
of mouth makes for good advertising.
B EST  A DV I C E : 

Flickering lights or plugs are signs  
that should not be ignored.
CU R R E N T  H O M E  

I M P R OV E M E N T  P R OJ ECT:  
Making a large harvest table

Daniel Smith 
Strokes of Genius Painting

S P EC I A LT Y: 
Interior and exterior painting

FAVO U R I T E  TO O L : 
High quality, low-VOC paint

B EST  T H I N G  A BO U T 

WO R K I N G  I N  OT TAWA : 
The people; it has a small-
town feel, despite its size.

B EST  A DV I C E : 
As pros, we don’t use tape, 

but if you plan to DIY and you 
want crisp lines, make sure to 

remove tape after each coat 
while paint is still wet.

Peppi LaRiccia 
Pure Reno Inc.

S P EC I A LT Y: 
Renovations and design

FAVO U R I T E  TO O L : 
Stiletto framing hammer

B EST  T H I N G  A BO U T 

WO R K I N G  I N  OT TAWA : 
The range of historical to  

ultra modern architecture
B EST  A DV I C E : 

Take the time to do it right and 
also consider adding a little 
extra detail to your project.

CU R R E N T  H O M E 

I M P R OV E M E N T  P R OJ ECT:  
A basement reno

 Paul St-Germain
House of Fine Carpentry
S P EC I A LT Y: 
Architectural detailing 
through woodworking
FAVO U R I T E  TO O L : 
Altendorf panel saw
B EST  T H I N G  A BO U T 

WO R K I N G  I N  OT TAWA : 
The great people and the 
interesting projects
B EST  A DV I C E : 
Spend money on trim work,  
it will pay off in spades when  
you sell your home.
CU R R E N T  H O M E 

I M P R OV E M E N T  P R OJ ECT: 

Refinishing our great room

Continued on page 56

54  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 2  55

p e o p l e



Guy St-Pierre 
Belanger Plumbing  

& Heating Ltd.
S P EC I A LT Y:  

Renovations and repairs
FAVO U R I T E  TO O L :  

I like them all
B EST  T H I N G  A BO U T 

WO R K I N G  I N  OT TAWA : 
The people are great to work for.

B EST  A DV I C E : 
Qualified and certified 

contractors may cost a  
little more but the job will  

be done right.
CU R R E N T  H O M E  

I M P R OV E M E N T  P R OJ ECT: 

Painting and redecorating  
our main floor

 Don Garvey
E.N. Blue Ltd.
Heating & Air Conditioning
S P EC I A LT Y:  
Custom sheet metal fittings 
FAVO U R I T E  TO O L :  
Cordless hand drill
BEST THING ABOUT 

WORKING IN OTTAWA: 
It’s a diverse community with  
a fairly stable local economy.
B EST  A DV I C E : 
Invest in an energy efficient  
furnace or air conditioner.
CU R R E N T  H O M E  

I M P R OV E M E N T  P R OJ ECT: 
Finishing up a kitchen renovation  OH

FirstClass LTD.
Interior Stone Works

www.firstclasslandscaping.ca • 613.225.8225

NATURAL AND CULTURED STONE, FIREPLACES,  
MANTELS, ACCENT WALLS AND BACKSPLASHES

nA d out.

Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades

Inside. And out.

Smart. And beautiful.

Up to 50% of a home's heating and cooling
energy is lost through its windows.

With the ‘honeycomb-within-a-honeycomb’
construction and three insulating air pockets,
Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
increase energy efficiency.

Visit a participating dealer from
January 1st to April 30th 2012 for more
information about the Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart Manufacturer’s Rebate.

EX TRAORD INARY  W INDOW FASH I ONS

Manufacturer’s
Rebate

Hunter Douglas
EnergySmart

Scan with a
smartphone
to view video.

Window Treats
Free In-Home Consultation

119 Iber Rd., Kanata
613-831-8520         www.windowtreats.ca 

Lee Hazell 
Sales Representative

100 Argyle Avenue, Ottawa, ON K2P 1B6
613.236.9551 • lhazell@cbrhodes.com • www.leehazell.com

Remember....that’s Hazell with two l’s

There is real estate knowledge, 
then there is the ability to bring 
buyers and sellers together by 
combining strong negotiation 
skills with an eye for design.  
That’s real estate expertise.
 
To experience true real estate 
expertise, please contact me 
today for your complimentary 
buyer, seller or staging 
consultation.

Genesis Renovation aims to make your painting experience easy 
and stress free. We want you to be comfortable knowing you’ve made 
the right choice. We offer you 90 days to ensure you truly love the 
colour of your newly painted walls or we will repaint them for free. You 
also receive a 1 year warranty against accidental nicks and dents. 

613.295.7801
www.genesisrenovat ion.com

A premium paint job begins with

Genesis
RENOVATION SERVICES
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