
“We designed the house to fit our lifestyle,” says Tristan. Kelly and Tristan’s goal 
was to create a home customized to their needs that offered the conveniences of a city 
home and the comforts of country living. Their experience in the business allowed 
for a quick six-month build and Kelly says she now “absolutely loves coming home.”

The home’s glittering, open concept foyer with 14-foot ceilings offers immediate 
views of the great room and dining room. The great room has large, almost floor-
to-ceiling windows by Golden Windows, which reveal a beautiful and expansive 
backyard that leads to a small lake with sparkling blue water.

“We wanted that view, so when you walked in you could enjoy the lake and house 
all at once,” says Kelly.

What sets this country home apart is the startling attention to detail and the 
design risks the Terkucs were willing to take.

One risk that paid off was the choice of flooring for the home’s front foyer. Massive 
porcelain tiles from Euro Ceramics have the texture of churning grey and blue ocean 
tides. “This was my big splurge,” says Kelly. “I just love how the light dances on the 
tiles. It brings your eye up through the barrel vault to this beautiful ceiling that Tristan 
came up with.” Tristan’s great room ceiling is dark grey, punctuated with a series of 
interlocking white beams.

AAs custom home builders, Kelly and Tristan Terkuc understand 
first-hand what it takes to make a vision come to life. The 
Terkucs run Shellstar Homes, a custom home building 
company that has been in their family for nearly 40 years. Last 
year, they built their own sprawling custom home in Ottawa’s 
west-end. Their six bedroom, seven bathroom bungalow with 
separate nanny suite is perfectly situated lakeside in Carp’s 
Westlake Estates community. 

DESIGNED

Continued on page 40
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Dark wood panelling and startling variation in the birch  
floors add to the dining room’s warm vibe. 

INSET: The foyer has 14-foot ceilings and an  
incredible view of the living room and lake beyond.
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Kelly says when it came to designing the home, they used the great 
room as their starting point. They called upon Judy Cobus of Dressed to 
Sell or Stay to help put some of the finishing decorative touches to the 
room, which boasts large built-in shelves that flank the living space’s most 
dramatic feature, a Crystallo fireplace from Napoleon Quality Fireplaces. 

The unusual crystal fireplace is visible from the kitchen, which has 
two-tone cabinetry, a walk-in pantry, two sinks, a wine rack, a sizeable 
refrigerator and freezer combo as well as an expansive granite-topped island.

“It was all about customizing to our life,” says Kelly. “This kitchen 
is perfect for me, it has everything I need and nothing more. Everything 
has a purpose.” 

Abundant drawers and counter top space provide the function, but 
the form is most impressive in the remarkable granite countertop Kelly 
selected. “I just loved the texture and the colour,” she says. “We’ve had a 
lot of houses, and I wanted something different. I just love the sparkle.” 

The granite resembles an animal print, with leopard-like dark spots 
set against a sea of ash grey and accented with hints of glimmering quartz. 
“I fell in love with it when I saw the actual piece come in,” says Kelly. “It 
adds a lot of drama to the design.”

TOP LEFT: Beautiful two-tone cabinetry frames the large eat-in 
kitchen, which features plenty of counter space and an expansive 
granite-topped island. BOTTOM LEFT: Tristan and Kelly with their 
children Jacob and Danika. RIGHT: The great room which features 
large built-in shelves and an intricate ceiling detail was the starting 
point to the home’s design.Continued on page 42
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Another dramatic touch to the kitchen is the choice of dark washed 
porcelain tiles from Euro Ceramics for the back splash. The tiles resemble 
actual wood and blend beautifully with the other kitchen elements. 

Adjacent to the kitchen is a large dining room with beautiful, rich 
wood panelling that runs two-thirds of the way up the walls. 

Overall, the main floor has an open, airy feel with ample windows and 
creative use of alternating cool and warm greys. Early American, site-
finished birch floors from Mr. Hardwood Flooring have startling variation 
and detail, adding to the home’s unique, comfortable vibe.

In the sleeping quarters, each of the bedrooms has its very own en 
suite. The master bath boasts a delicate crystal pendant chandelier from 
Living Lighting that hangs above an inviting soaker tub from Mondeau. 
His-and-hers vanities and a large glass enclosed shower make this room 
the perfect spa-like retreat. Continued on page 44

TOP: “Little Pink Bunny in the Giant 
Flower Garden” is being performed 

by Danika on her very own bedroom 
stage; a creative alternative to a 

window seat. CENTRE: The master 
bath features his-and-hers vanities 
with plenty of storage, a large glass 

enclosed shower and an inviting 
soaker tub. BOTTOM: The cosy 

master bedroom is decorated in a 
palette of rich chocolate browns.
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ABOVE: Jacob is about to unveil one of the home’s hidden secrets.
LEFT: The Terkucs enjoy a friendly match of air hockey in their family 
room. BOTTOM LEFT: Slowly, the unassuming bookcase swings open to 
reveal son Jacob’s hidden playroom. BOTTOM RIGHT: Large windows in 
the basement allow plenty of natural light to pour into the family room.

The home also has a few hidden secrets. “We opted for less 
predictability,” says Tristan. 

Perhaps the least predictable space in the house can be found in the 
Terkucs’ basement. Steps from one of the three guest rooms and large 
family room is an unassuming bookcase. Pull on the blue book on the 
third shelf and hear the pop of a concealed latch. Slowly, the bookcase 
swings open to reveal son Jacob’s hidden playroom. The space features a 
chalkboard wall and a surprisingly large abacus atop a wooden table and 
chair set. Jacob’s bookcases are filled with hidden treasures like an Ottawa 
Senators lunch box and an oversized Buzz Lightyear toy. 

Kelly says she wanted each of her kids to have a special space that was 
uniquely theirs. Upstairs, daughter Danika has her very own mini-stage 
and dress-up area in her vibrant pink bedroom. 

Tristan and Kelly’s custom home was the culmination of years of 
experience working with home buyers, builders and suppliers as the 
owners of Shellstar Homes. “What we’re all about is choice,” says Tristan. 
“We ask people, how are you going to use the space? Not what size house 
do you want, but rather, how do you want to live?”

“It’s how we built our house,” adds Kelly.
Tristan says they plan to live in this home for a very long time. “This 

home really, really reflects us,” he says.  OH
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