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 A
AS I WRITE THIS THE VIEW OUTSIDE MY WINDOW is 
slowly being transformed right before my eyes. It seems Mother Nature is 
in the mood to redecorate her space yet again; this time she’s adding a light 
dusting of shimmery snow to my property’s evergreen trees and unfolding 
a carpet of fresh white drifts across the front lawn. Winter has arrived.

Our cool Canadian winters bring a slew of possibilities to enjoy the 
great outdoors. Whether enjoying a run at a local ski hill, skating along 
the seemingly endless Rideau Canal, or even making a snowman with the 
kids, there are a number of ways to appreciate our beautiful landscape 
during the winter months.

Coming in from the cold can be especially rewarding when you have a 
cosy space to welcome you. In this issue of OUR HOMES we focus on light, 
comfort and warmth. We take you to two lovely homes; one a stylish reno 
in Cedarhill whose primary direction for redesign was to let in the light, the 
other a new build in Westboro that absolutely exudes comfort and warmth.

In our People feature, you will meet glass artists Pam and Oded Ravek 
who share dazzling colours and light through their unique glass designs. 

In our Comfort Zone, we step inside Polanco Furniture’s newly built 
showroom; a place that strives to help you create your ideal living space 
by blending existing elements of your décor with some of their new stylish 
pieces, many of them made in Canada.

And that’s not all… like Mother Nature’s carpet of snow, the ideas 
to add warmth and comfort to your home continue to flow! We have a 
delicious recipe for white chicken chili, many great decorating tips and 
some fantastic Style Picks for you.

I hope you enjoy the best our Canadian winter has to offer; be it in 
Mother Nature’s newly designed wonderland or your very own cosy home.

Happy reading!

Lise Larocque, Managing Editor
lise@ourhomesmagazine.com

chi.indd   1 11/17/10   8:49:15 AM
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WWINTER… THE SEASON OF WARM MEMORIES. From 
baking sugar cookies to building snowmen, it’s the little things that 
invoke the spirit of the season.

For some, winter is a time of dread, but for others, it’s a time of 
opportunity. We look at the interior surroundings of our homes and before 
you know it, we have a list of exciting indoor projects to complete. This 
is where OUR HOMES magazine can help. Every page is full of ideas to 
assist you in your home decorating and renovation projects. If you’re in 
the market for something completely new, we can help with that as well!

We enjoy showcasing this amazing community of ours and featuring 
the fantastic products, businesses and services that can be found locally. 
We are big supporters of our local economy and it’s exciting to continually 
uncover some of our city’s gems. 

We have received an amazing response from our readers and 
advertisers to our first two issues. We love hearing from you, and look 
forward to your thoughts, questions and feedback on this issue.

’Til then, enjoy a little taste of winter. Get out your warm and cosies, 
pour yourself a steaming cup of hot chocolate and enjoy your time among 
our pages. 

Best wishes for 2011!

Sharon Davies and Janine Kivell, Publishers
sharon@ourhomesmagazine.com, jkivell@ourhomesmagazine.com

5224 Bank Street,
Ottawa, ON  K1X 1H2

1 800-664-9529

Visit Our Showroom!
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AAdd some warmth and comfort to your home this winter with one of our stylish picks. 

“Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch of a friendly 
hand and for a talk beside the fire: it is the time for home.” – Edith Sitwell

MA CUISINE
(2) Cheese Baker
Enjoy a tasty melt-in-your-mouth treat with these easy 
to use bakers from Gourmet du Village. Simply place 
a round Brie or Camembert inside the baker, heat and 
serve. Available in several colours.
269 Dalhousie St.
Ottawa 
613.789.9225

2AREVCO LIGHTING
(1) Lamps
Integrating art with function, these 
concrete base, Canadian-made lamps 
are available with jewel coloured accents 
or linen shades and can also be custom 
ordered to suit your décor. 
285 Richmond Rd.,  
Ottawa (Westboro)
613.729.2725  
www.arevcolighting.com

1

LÛXE HOME INTERIORS
(3) Sofa
Beautiful curved arm detailing and soft textured fabric 
make this sofa the perfect place to curl-up on a cold winter’s 
day. Available in a wide variety of fabrics and colours.
1677 Carling Ave. 
Ottawa
613.729.2355
www.luxeottawa.com
Continued on page 16

3

14  o u r h o m e s   w i n t e r   2 0 1 1

s t y l e  p i c k s



HUBERT HEATING 
(6) Gas Stove 
Chase away winter’s bitter cold 
with this freestanding direct-
vent stove in contemporary 
cast iron styling. Its unique 
design allows you to enjoy a 
view of the toasty warm fire 
from any angle.
101 Pinhey St. 
Ottawa
613.728.3786
www.hubertheating.com  OH

TWEED & HICKORY
(4) Lampe Berger 
These decorative oil lamps help purify and fragrance the air of any 
given room. Invented in Paris in 1898, they are available in a multitude 
of contemporary styles and colours.
499 Terry Fox Dr.
Kanata
613.271.7052
www.tweedandhickory.com

BATEMAN HOUSE 
FURNITURE
(5) Pillars and Holders 
Add a warm glow to your 
décor this winter with these 
sparkling birch-look pillars 
and rustic metal holders. 
Available in many styles.
Place d’Orléans Shopping Centre  
2nd level
Orleans
613.834.1746
www.batemanhouse.com

5
6
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I
“It was the beach house in Something’s Gotta Give with Diane Keaton,” laughs 

Jim, a VP at a high-tech firm. “We watched it in slow motion three times.”
Fast forward a couple of years and the result is a light-filled, elegant 

and spacious home nestled in a very urban setting, a few minutes’ walk 
from the hustle and bustle of Westboro Village.

“We wanted to live in a place where we could walk to everything, 
like stores and restaurants,” says Susan, an administrator for a  
software company. 

The couple considered the Glebe and Westboro and eventually settled 
on the latter when opportunity knocked in the form of a “land only” deal 
that fit their needs. But before they could start building their inspired 
vision, an existing home on the property needed to be removed.

“We put the house on Kijiji,” says Jim. “Buyer moves at own cost. We 
hoped someone would cart the house away, but in the end, we just opened 
it up to be stripped for parts.” People carted away various pieces of the 
structure before it was demolished, from windows to old tools that were 
left in the basement. 

Jim and Susan spent six months interviewing architects for the new 
build. Originally there were 11 in the running, and after a lengthy process 
they happily narrowed it down to Malcolm Wildeboer of Vandenberg 
& Wildeboer Architects Inc. 

“You want to get it right,” explains Jim. He says Malcolm impressed 
them from the start. “He was the only one who came to the lot to take 
photos... even before we hired him.”

BY  ANDREA  TOMK INS  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SUZANNE  B IRD

For most people thinking about home design, the first source of inspiration usually comes 
from a stack of magazines. For Jim Busko and Susan MacKinnon, it came from a movie.

THE NOT SO BIG HOUSE 

Continued on page 20

The living room’s fireplace mantel is dressed up with a 
stunning green garland of cymbidium orchids, anthuriums, 
fuji mums and goldcrest cypress. (Tivoli Florist)

OPPOSITE - FROM LEFT:

Homeowners Susan MacKinnon and Jim Busko.

Architectural detail is evident throughout the home’s 
exterior including the front veranda.

An elegantly crafted newel post turns the utilitarian  
staircase into a work of art. Here the post is lavishly 
decorated for the holiday season. 

OPPOSITE TOP: The welcoming exterior of the new home 
fits in nicely with the long established neighbourhood.
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The next stage was to find the right builder. With Malcolm’s guidance 
they went with Brad Snelling of D.C. Snelling Ltd. 

One of their primary concerns was fitting in with the neighbours. In 
fact, keen to start off on the right foot, Jim and Susan showed neighbours 
the building plans to let them know what was coming. But it was more 
than just fitting in with the people, they also wanted their new home to 
fit the character of the existing neighbourhood.

At 2,500 sq. ft., this two-storey home makes smart use of space. Largely 
open concept in design, the owners embraced the principles outlined in 
architect and best-selling author Sarah Susanka’s “The Not So Big House.” 

The homeowners say Susanka’s ideas resonated deeply with them. 
From her thoughts on balancing open spaces with cosy corners and 
spending on the details, to making efficient use of liveable space; their 
dog-eared copy of the book became an integral piece in their planning.

“We had a wish list for every room,” says Jim. “We came pretty close 
to getting everything we wanted.” Included in this list was a second-floor 
library with built-in bookcase and desk, a fully finished basement with a 
large family room and even a cleverly designed exercise room that features 
glass panels instead of traditional style walls.

Main spaces on the first floor are smartly divided in ways that still 
remain true to open-concept living. Lighting, coffered ceilings, use of 
trim and custom cabinetry all add to the illusion of room divisions that 
aren’t really there. 

The layout is perfectly suited for entertaining. The living and dining 
rooms are partially divided by custom cabinetry designed to create a 
half-wall effect.

American cherry floors, which bring the rooms together as much as 
they are designed to be separate, were sanded by hand, on site. 

ABOVE: The well thought-out kitchen features 
a cosy built-in banquette and additional seating 
around the large island.

RIGHT: A three-season sun room with warm  
basswood ceiling offers a beautiful extension  
to the main floor living space.

BOTTOM: The home is full of hidden secrets 
including this liquor cabinet which is concealed 
inside what appears to be a supporting pillar.

The home is full of hidden secrets. The main floor laundry room 
not only features slim drying racks that fold out from the wall, but a 
laundry chute as well; the upper half of which is neatly hidden behind a 
seemingly innocent mirror off the master bedroom. The kitchen pantry 
is camouflaged to look like a regular section of wall space and the liquor 
cabinet, well, you’d never find it if you didn’t know where to look. It’s 
contained inside what appears to be a supporting pillar between the 
dining and living rooms.

The kitchen is a foodie’s dream come true. Brian Kendel of Heritage 
Kitchens brought together classic elements to make this well-used space 
into something functional and beautiful that won’t go out of style. “You 
don’t want something too trendy,” says Susan, referring to the creme 
coloured subway tile that runs the length of the elegant black countertop. 
“It has to last.” Continued on page 22
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TOP LEFT: A classic black and 
white motif wallpaper adds a 
touch of sophistication to the 
powder room. 

TOP RIGHT: The layout of 
the main floor is ideal for 
entertaining. Here the table is 
beautifully set to receive guests.

FAR LEFT: Laundry becomes 
less of a chore in this smartly 
designed room with built-in 
laundry chute.

LEFT: The homeowners chose  
to convert a bedroom into a 
library with the simple addition  
of a beautiful built-in bookcase 
and workspace.

The kitchen features a custom cherrywood table by John Zeitoun of 
River Woodworks and a built-in banquette, which has become a special 
corner for reading the newspaper over a cup of coffee. Stainless steel 
appliances from Universal Appliance complete the picture.

A three-season sunroom that wings off the kitchen is a comfortable 
hideaway. With its own fireplace, ceiling fan, and hard plastic windows 
that collapse up or down in a way that traditional glass windows cannot, 
the room offers a beautiful extension to the main floor living space.

Interior designer Michael Courdin of Michael Courdin Designs 
understood Jim and Sue’s design needs and helped the couple make their 
house a home. Warm tones flow naturally throughout. Custom window 
coverings by C&M Textiles and upholstery by Da Silva Upholstery keep 

true to the ideals of warmth and comfort without sacrificing elegance.
Artful windows from Bowen Windows let lots of natural light filter 

in. Lighting by Marchand Electrical and Arevco Lighting was a major 
part of the design plan, creating a sense of overall comfort and intimacy 
despite the main living areas being so open. Extra lighting added in the 
ceiling of the living room for example, makes this spacious room feel cosy 
and warm.

A wood-burning fireplace in the living room by Hubert Heating 
helps set the scene for a picturesque winter holiday. Beautifully decorated 
by Michael Corbeil of Tivoli Florist in seasonal greenery, the room is 
ready for celebration, which is fitting. This will be Jim and Susan’s first 
Christmas in their completed home, giving them cause to celebrate.  OH
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rts and Crafts inspired, each Luxart home is custom designed to 
meet your individual needs, to be exactly the home your dreams 
have always depicted. Creative, efficient use of space and shapes, 
inspiring architecture and decor, the absolute highest level of quality, 

and custom designed individuality will result in a home that is truly yours, which 
fulfills your dreams, and which you will proudly call home. Together, we will create 
a place of comfort, with the perfect blend of luxury and practicality.

At Luxart Homes, our standard finishes are what others title “upgrades”. The 
included finishes present a home which is luxuriously comfortable. Book an 
appointment at our sales centre today to see what we mean.

 

 

luxart.indd   1 11/24/10   9:58:44 AM



HERE ARE SOME WAYS TO ENGAGE YOUR SENSES 
AS YOU ENJOY THIS BEAUTIFUL SEASON…

1. Add heat with fire!
When a wood-burning or gas fireplace isn’t an option, 
think electric. The choices are excellent. When a 
fireplace is out of reach, create a glow with a focal 
point built around multiples of staggered candles 
in varied shapes and sizes. Get extra reflection and 
sparkle by placing them in front of a mirror or a feature 
window, where black glass becomes a mirror at night.

2. Lighting
Use the glow of inexpensive up-lighting against the 
softness of an indoor plant to fill a lonely corner, along 
with the twinkle of rope lighting and LEDs to add 
sparkle around windows or over doorways. Use soft, 
warm bulbs (now available in compact fluorescents) in 
table and floor lamps. And don’t forget the dimmers on 
light switches for soft evening ambience.

3. Fabric
Use the versatility of fabrics to express warmth and 
a change in seasons. Think layering — just like your 
wardrobe. After all, home fashion is only an extension 
of the fashion world.

Draperies can be designed to accommodate 
seasonal add-ons, much like adding a pretty scarf to 
a basic dress. Add textured and colourful side panels 
and valances over existing basics. 

Tablecloths and runners give weight. Change 
the colours of cloth napkins and add a seasonal 
centerpiece to your table – new looks are created for 
festive times.

Fleecy, velvety soft throws in cosy colours over 
the back of occasional chairs and sofas are instant 
cuddle-ups.

Slipcovers can be used to cover up spring and 
summer pillows or a favourite ottoman. They can 
also be added to his-and-her chairs at the dining 
room table.

4. Rearrange Furniture
In large open spaces, rearrange furniture to create 
intimate seating areas, using an area rug to anchor 
the grouping. If your décor permits, rugs can be 
moved between rooms. Tall, green plants help create 
visual boundaries while allowing light to filter through.

5. Scent 
While many people are allergic to artificial perfumes 
in candles and potpourri, few would find objection 
to a simmering pot of natural herbs and spices (like 
cinnamon sticks and cloves), warming on the stove.

6. Sound
Don’t forget the power of sound. Our sense of hearing 
is always turned on. Use your favourite music to 
enrich your living experience. 

The important thing to remember, as you look 
for ways to bring “cosy” to your home, is that the 
ultimate test is in the answer to this question: “Does 
it feel good?” If it does, then it is right for you.  OH 

AAs we pull on our boots and add layers of seasonal clothing, we trade 
our outdoor barbecues for festive gatherings around our dining room 
tables and snuggle up to watch our favourite movies. The operative word 
for this time of year is cosy. 

But, what does cosy mean exactly? Well, simply defined, cosy is 
synonymous with comfort, warmth and security. But I say cosy means 
much more than just physical warmth. It’s a feeling, one that drives our 
need for emotional comfort from our homes. When we are satisfied on 
this level, we’re nourished in the most amazing ways. Life is better when 
it “feels good to come home.” 

But this warm and fuzzy stuff is very subjective. What’s cosy to one 
person is not necessarily cosy for another. Some people need to curl up 
on a sofa with a soft blankie and a crackling fire to seal the experience. 
Others might incorporate a good book or a hot cup of tea on a cold day 
into their story.

Nevertheless, despite our individual preferences for style, colour, shape, 
balance and scale, we all have a built-in radar system for discovering just 
what our unique definition of cosy is, and it’s much less complex than you 
might imagine. So, all we have to do to know what cosy is on a personal level, 
is to draw upon good memories by igniting our senses.

Give it a try… take a moment and visualize your version of cosy. As you 
create your perfect picture, try to focus on each of your senses.

Remember though, we live in a four-season geographical region where 
both practicality and cost impact our ability to change wall colours and 
furnishings on a seasonal basis. Our ability to embrace seasonal change comes 
more easily with flexible, high impact, budget-friendly decorating options.

 Coming in
 FROM THE COLD
  COSY IDEAS FOR YOUR HOME

BY  IRENE  TURNBULL

d e c o r a t i n g
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Home appliances make our lives easier, but most of us are at a loss when it comes to 
preventive maintenance or when one of our trusted machines goes on the fritz.

       How to Keep Your
HOME APPLIANCES HEALTHY
BY  J IM  FOX

W
When asked what are the most important things homeowners should 

do to keep their home appliances in tip top condition, Paul Winterburn of 
Paul’s Appliance Repair in central Ontario, says: “most modern appliances 
are maintenance-free, but there are a few precautions everyone can take. 
For automatic dryers, keep the vent free of lint. For washers, keep them 
clean and don’t overload them. With fridges and microwaves, it’s also 
important to keep them clean and not overload them so that the air can 
circulate. If you’re worried about how much life your appliance has left in 
it, it’s a good idea, for the cost of a service call, to have an expert give you 
a critical assessment of how much longer it will last, before you’re faced 
with an emergency.” 

Major household appliances are a big investment. A new washer can 
cost from hundreds of dollars to over $1,000; the cost of a new refrigerator 
can be as much as $2,000. These are not items you can do without, so when 
an appliance breaks, you either fix it or replace it as soon as possible. 

It’s always best to call a qualified local repairman if you need help. 
If your appliance is under warranty, the warranty contact will help 
you find help close to home. However, if your warranty has expired 
and you’re looking for a solution to your appliance problem, you 
could visit a website like www.appliancepartspros.com. But beware, 
new appliances are sophisticated machines and often repairs don’t 
lend themselves to do-it-yourselfers. Roman Kagan, the president 
of appliancepartspro.com, says that if a major appliance is less 
than 10 years old, it’s a good bet you can repair it and get more use  
out of it. 

Kagan’s website is a resource for finding original equipment 
manufacturer (OEM) parts for all major appliances and appliance 
manufacturers so homeowners can get their broken appliances back up 
and running quickly and with less expense. 

The website has photos of over 40,000 of the 700,000 parts the 
company stocks to help you identify what you’re looking for. The site 
also includes helpful repair diagrams and even official repair manuals 
from major manufacturers. Whether you need to repair your dishwasher, 
fridge, oven, range, washer or dryer, chances are you’ll find the part you 
need. These online tools can help you diagnose your specific problem as 
well as figure out the parts you’ll need to fix it.

“We really are here to help people,” says Kagan. “We deliver our parts 
quickly, we warranty them for one year, and we hire people who know 
their way around appliance repair…If we don’t have the part in stock, we 
can have it shipped directly from the manufacturer.”

Keep in mind, that once an appliance has run its lifespan, it may 
be wise to purchase a new model to save energy, money and help the 
environment. Look for the ENERGY STAR symbol that may appear on 
the government-sponsored EnerGuide label. 

To minimize your chances of having to repair a major appliance, here 
are a few preventive measures you can take.

 CLOTHES DRYER: 
• Clean the lint screen/filter before or after drying each load of clothes.
• Clean the dryer vent and exhaust duct periodically.
• Replace plastic or foil, accordion-type ducting with rigid/corrugated  
 semi-rigid metal ducting.

REFRIGERATOR:
• Clean the inside regularly using a scrub and a small amount of mild  
 soap or baking soda mixed with clean water.
• Don’t try to repair a broken fridge if you don’t know what you’re doing.  
 Tampering with it carelessly might do more harm than good.

OVEN:
• Wipe excess crumbs from the oven’s interior and leave those that stick  
 to the walls. The following steps will take care of them.
• Fill an oven-safe bowl halfway with water. Put it in oven and heat it  
 up to boiling for 2 to 3 minutes.
• Remove bowl from oven. Remove oven trays. The steam from the  
 boiling water will loosen all food particles, making them easy to wipe  
 off. Wipe the interior using a damp cloth. Wash trays with dish soap,  
 dry and slide back into oven.

MICROWAVE:
• Unplug the machine. Open the door and take out all removable parts. 
• Pour a small amount of liquid detergent into a bucket of clean water  
 and mix thoroughly. Wash and rinse.

The lesson learned? Treat your home appliance with some TLC and it 
will be your BF for a very long time.  OH

h o m e  m a i n t e n a n c e

pano_fall10_R2.indd   1 9/13/10   1:41:21 PM
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T
Travel a little bit west, just off the beaten track in the heart of the 

Cedarhill golf course, and you’ll find an unassuming brick bungalow built 
in the late 1980s. But there’s more to this bungalow than meets the eye. 
Step inside and see a newly transformed space; a new take on a ranch-style 
bungalow from the period, specifically one that suffered from too many 
walls, narrow hallways and tired architectural style. But when current 
owner Arvind Chhatbar was searching for a home, there was something 
about this one that made it a must have. 

“Believe it or not, I bought this house for the kitchen,” says Arvind in the 
hopes that after a planned interior renovation, the kitchen would remain. 

But Gordon Weima of Gordon Weima Design Builder was not 
convinced it should, and was hoping the kitchen, along with every other 
room on the main floor of the spacious home, could be redone from scratch. 

“We finally convinced him that the kitchen didn’t fit, and once he saw 
what we were doing, he agreed to change that too,” says Weima, who also 
project managed.

The newly designed kitchen, with views of the dining room and the 
sunroom beyond, features a Sub-Zero built-in fridge and Miele appliances, 
including a wall of ovens, professional cook top, and a dishwasher from 

Universal Appliances. A large island 
in the centre of the kitchen features 
a unique bar-height ledge made of 
frosted-glass, an element that was 
repeated in the kitchen’s backsplash 
and some of the deep cherrywood 
cabinetry by Karhu Woodworking. 
Solid granite countertops by The 
Granite Shop complete the room’s 
sleek look. 

“Now the movement of people 
through the house when I entertain is 
very natural. No one feels like they’re 
in a corner or a box,” says Arvind.

Across the island is the generously 
sized dining room with large glass 
French doors that lead out to a cosy, 
bright sunroom. Just beyond the 
dining room is a newly configured 
library. An angled wall was installed 

PERSONALITY ANDStyleBY  P I ERRE  HAMEL  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SUZANNE  B IRD
STYLED  BY  LUC  CRAWFORD

The large, open-concept 
living room exudes the 

homeowner’s Tanzanian 
and Indian roots.

FAR LEFT: Homeowner 
Arvind Chhatbar.

LEFT: A large glass water 
feature makes a subtle 

divider between the front 
foyer and the open-

concept living room.

Continued on page 33
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to pick up on the slopes of the ceiling and the existing brick and rich 
cherrywood built-ins house Arvind’s vast collection of books, awards 
and artwork. The library’s former wood-burning fireplace was replaced 
with a natural gas insert from High Energy Gas & Wood. Complete 
with logs and embers, it manages to maintain the beauty of an actual 
wood fire. 

A second fireplace in the main living space can be enjoyed from 
both the dining and living rooms. Smooth chocolate brown tiles from 
Centura Floor and Wall Fashions frame the fireplace and extend 
from floor to ceiling. Contrasted against the white walls and the deeply 
textured Canadian cherry floors, this feature creates a strong presence 
without compromising the inviting feel of the large room, which exudes 
the homeowner’s Tanzanian and Indian roots. 

“I gave Gord a lot of freedom in the design and although some of the 
ideas, like demolishing the chimney, were shocking at first, the final result 
proves that it all worked out perfectly,” says Arvind. 

The original sloped ceilings of the dining and living rooms created a 
cave-like effect, so the roof line was restructured to create visual height, 
while new windows from Bowen Windows increase the flow of natural 
light in the main living space.

If the whole plan came down to one design direction, it was to open 
everything up and let the natural light in. This is best witnessed as you enter 
the front foyer of the home. A large water feature designed by Weima replaces 
an imposing wall from the original construction. Water cascades gently down 
a large sheet of etched glass from Rossen Glass & Mirror, creating a subtle 
divider, allowing the natural light to flow from room to room.

The bright dining area receives plenty of natural light from 
the adjoining sunroom.

TOP LEFT: Gordon Weima of Gordon Weima Design Builder.

BOTTOM LEFT: A unique bar-height ledge made of  
frosted-glass enhances the sleek kitchen design.

BELOW: The once bare-walled library received a complete 
makeover with the addition of rich wall-to-wall cherrywood 
shelving and a stunning natural gas fireplace.

Continued on page 34
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The “bedroom wing” of the home received the same treatment with the 
addition of wider hallways and bold arches, which help define the wing 
from the rest of the house. In this area, there are two spacious bedrooms, a 
full bathroom and the master suite, where a six-foot extension was added 
to give the space a grand feel. Double French doors lead to a small deck, 
accessible only from the master suite, where views of the private backyard 
and patio can be enjoyed.

Step foot inside the large en suite and you immediately feel the 
warmth of the in-floor heating. A large jetted soaker tub from Preston 

Hardware complete with its own rain shower fixture, a separate 
tiled steam shower and two vanities with classic plumbing fixtures 
from Restoration Hardware make for an ultimate spa-like experience. 
But that’s not all. The master bedroom and en suite even feature  
control panels for the home’s sound and entertainment system from 
Bleeker Stereo & TV. 

Now with the interior renovation complete, Arvind has accomplished 
what he set out to create; a contemporary yet comfortable home reflective 
of his personality and style.  OH 

Styling for this 

feature shoot 

was done by  

Luc Crawford  

of Luc Crawford 

Design Planning.

TOP LEFT: The beautifully designed en suite 
boasts a large jetted soaker tub complete with  
its own rain shower fixture.

TOP RIGHT: French doors open from the dining 
area to a cosy, bright sunroom.

LEFT: The master bedroom features rich  
chocolate coloured furnishings and accessories  
in mocha and shimmering green.
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SHOWROOM 
FRESH 

BY L ISE  LAROCQUE
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SAND I E  HEWSON

THE PLACE: After a short leave of absence from the Westboro 

scene, Polanco Home Decor & Design Studio has returned, this time 

at a new location offering clients a large two-level showroom.  After 

having to relinquish their previous location in the neighbourhood for 

a condominium development, owners Mandy and Steve Renfrew say 

they are happy to be back. While their downtown location continues 

to offer leather furniture, Steve says this location specializes in 

furniture and accessories that have a modern-day eclectic feel. 

“There is a bit of everything and we try to show a wide range of 

style and colour,” he says. “I think it’s a fresh look for most people 

and they get pretty excited when they walk in.”

THE STYLE: Transitional-contemporary furniture in lush, rich 

tones — most of it Canadian-made. Solid wood tables and chairs, 

sofas covered in luxurious fabrics and beautiful accessories finish 

off any space. Mandy says the focus is on offering styles that are 

longer lasting and that fit with pieces people choose over time. “It’s 

nice to be able to put contemporary with traditional or modern; 

you don’t have to have it all the same,” she says. “What makes your 

home a home is the fact that it has different pieces. If you go and 

buy everything in one look, you might feel like you are going into 

a modern day showroom as opposed to a home.”

WHAT’S HOT: Colour and texture. Soft plush fabrics in silver grey 

tones accessorized with hints of black and purple. Apple green and 

fuschia also continue to be popular choices. Steve and Mandy say 

they like to challenge people’s imaginations by ordering vibrant 

coloured pieces. “So many people are visual; they need to see what 

it can look like before they will order it,” says Steve.

FAVOURITES: Steve and Mandy estimate 90 per cent of their 

items are manufactured in Canada. “We let people know what is 

and what isn’t Canadian,” says Mandy. Also, for those needing a 

bit of help with styling their home, the store provides an in-home 

consultation service.

WHERE: 177 Richmond Rd.,

Ottawa (Westboro)

613.761.8690 

www.polancohomedecor.com  OH
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Shopping, parties, concerts and tournaments – it’s that time 
of year. All the extra activity makes everyone hungry and it’s 
just easier to have a wonderful dinner ready when the whole 
family gathers after a full  day. Make-ahead meals make sense.

Although red chili is classic and hearty, sometimes it’s fun to mix things up. Enter, white 
chicken chili. Green chilies, white kidney beans, tender chicken and a hint of lime bring a taste 
of the southwest to the table.

TO PREPARE:
•  In large pot, heat 1 tbsp of the oil over medium-high heat. Brown chicken in batches, transfer to plate.
•  In same pot, heat remaining oil over medium heat. Sauté onion, cubanelle peppers, jalapeno 

pepper, garlic, cumin, coriander, salt, oregano and pepper until vegetables are softened and 
golden, about 10 minutes. Return chicken to pot. Stir in beans, chilies and water. Bring to boil. 
Reduce heat and simmer for 45 minutes. 

•  In small bowl, whisk together flour and 3 tbsp water until smooth. Whisk into chili. Boil for two 
minutes to thicken. Stir in lime juice. Sprinkle with cilantro.

WHITE CHICKEN CHILI
BY  MAR IA  DAS I LVA  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SCOTT  HUNTER

WHITE CHICKEN CHILI
Makes 6 servings

3 tbsp vegetable oil

1 1/2 lb boneless skinless 
chicken thighs or breasts

1 white onion, diced

2 cubanelle peppers,  
seeded and diced

1 jalapeno pepper,  
seeded and minced

4 cloves garlic, minced

1 1/2 tsp each ground cumin 
and ground coriander

3/4 tsp salt

1/2 tsp oregano

1/2 tsp pepper

2 cans (each 19 oz)  
white kidney beans

2 cans (each 127 mL)  
chopped green chilies

4 cups water or chicken broth

3 tbsp flour

2 tbsp lime juice

1/3 cup chopped fresh cilantro

SLOW COOKER VARIATION:
Brown chicken and sauté vegetables as above. 
Transfer to slow cooker. Stir in beans, chilies and 
water. Cover and cook on low for about six hours. 
Whisk flour with water as above. Whisk into chili 
and cook on high for 20 minutes to thicken. Stir 
in lime juice. Sprinkle with cilantro.  OH

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e
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A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

OTTAWA AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT
BULL CABINETS

Bull Cabinets is the premier Canadian-made garage storage 
solution people are talking about. Our aluminum cabinets are 
uncompromising, rugged and guaranteed for life. Bull Cabinets are 
made right here 
i n  t h e  n a t i o n’s 
c a p i t a l  a n d 
deliver a quality 
a n d  s t r e n g t h 
s y n o n y m o u s 
w i t h  C a n a d i a n 
manufacturers.

All cabinets are 
powder coated to 
provide a striking 
finish in a variety of colours. Standard features include LED under 
cabinet lighting and heavy duty ball bearing drawer slides. Our 
cabinets are shipped fully assembled and can be installed by our 
qualified team of experts.

We invite you to come to our showroom to see the strength and 
craftsmanship for yourself! There’s nothing quite like watching 
drawers take 450 lbs. of force without breaking a sweat!

Our range of modular cabinets permit a customizable solution 
to your needs and our focus is on delivering you the garage you’ve 
always longed for.
Drop by our showroom at 130 Iber Road, Stittsville,  
or check us out on the web at www.bullcabinets.com,  
or phone 1.877.330.BULL (2855) 
(Please see ad on page 41)

ROCCA FIRE & STONE
Rocca Fire & Stone is a locally owned and operated family 

bus iness.  The 
M c F e r r a n 
family has been 
prov id ing  the 
Ottawa area with 
h o m e - re l a te d 
p ro d u c t s  a n d 
services for over 
50 years.

We’re proud 
to offer the finest collection of hand crafted stone products for your 
home. We provide fireplace mantels and surrounds, range hoods 
and wallstone tiles, decorative pillars and more.

Our line of gas, electric and wood fireplaces are among the most 
modern in the industry, with the latest in clean view technology 
and large viewing areas. Our full range of hearth services including 
carpentry, drywall, venting, custom stonework, and complete 
fireplace design ensure one-stop shopping for all your hearth and 
fireplace needs.

Whether your taste is modern or traditional, grand or simplistic, 
our handcrafted stone pieces and cutting edge product line will 
ensure that every project is truly unique and artistic.    
Contact us at 613.822.6160 and visit our Showroom at  
2609 Fenton Road, Ottawa (by appointment), or visit  
our website at www.roccafireandstone.com 

GSM CONSTRUCTION AND DESIGN
Combining superior knowledge 

and expertise, GSM Construction 
and Design, led by Guy Moffitt, 
provides its clients with a caring 
focus! GSM consistently exceeds 
client’s expectations creatively while 
remaining on time and on budget. 
With over 12 years of experience 
building custom quality homes and 
renovations, Guy brings a wealth of 
knowledge and dedication that has 
set him apart in the industry.

GSM was  fo unded  o n  t ime-
honoured principles and takes pride in 
living up to the traditions of superior 
quality, craftsmanship and customer satisfaction. Our services 
include renovations, additions, design work, custom homes and 
complete project management. Having won awards for innovative 
and outstanding renovation designs and projects, GSM has earned 
respect within the industry.

You can be assured of receiving the quality you deserve at 
GSM Construction and Design. Our trained staff meets the highest 
measure of excellence and is ready to make the dreams you have 
for your home come true.    
Visit our website at www.gsmconstruction.com  
or call us at 613.858.7316 (Please see ad on page 8)

HOUSE OF FINE CARPENTRY
For a beautiful and exceptional home, the detail makes all 

the difference. Just walk through any show home or pick up 
your favourite home decorating magazine and you will see the 
most elegant and memorable 
rooms are the ones with crown 
moulding, columns, wall paneling 
or coffered ceilings. The best part 
of all is that detailing a home is 
probably the most affordable 
and easiest improvement you 
can make to achieve the results 
you desire. 

At House of Fine Carpentry, 
we are designers, manufacturers 
and installers of custom and 
standard wood mantels, wainscot 
paneling, coffered ceiling kits, 
columns, crown moulding and 
trim components. We take pride 
in helping our customers enhance the beauty and value of their 
homes with affordable designs and updates. Our goal is to beautify 
rooms and homes with the best woodworking products and services 
that make our customers’ homes true showpieces that last a 
lifetime.    
Visit our Web site at www.houseoffinecarpentry.com  
or call 613.736.9930 or visit our showroom at  
Unit 1-850 Industrial Avenue, Ottawa  
(Please see ad on page 6)



BY  L I S E  LAROCQUE
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  JESS ICA  DEEKS

LETTING 
THE LIGHT

Shine in

This husband and wife team create captivating pieces that simply draw 
you in. Layered hues of blue and vivid shades of orange and gold contrast 
beautifully, creating works of art that are both soothing and inspiring.

From a young age, Oded says he was passionate about art and would 
often doodle and paint. An art teacher encouraged him to pursue art when 
he grew up, however, Oded shelved his creative talents and pursued a 
career in aviation, specializing in jet propulsion. 

Eventually, he and Pamela, who has a background in communications 
and multi-media production, turned towards something a bit more 
creative and established their own graphic design company; something 
they did for the better part of 20 years.

But the story of how they became glass artists is a story that emerges 
from personal pain. At the age of 10, their eldest daughter experienced 
an injury that triggered a serious health condition she still deals with 13 
years later. “We went through a dark time,” says Oded. “We had a lot of 
issues and had to travel to Toronto many times for her treatments.” With 
two other children in the mix, the parents lives became consumed with 
their care and the special medical requirements of their young daughter. 
“It was a difficult period,” says Oded. Continued on page 42

WWhen you first see the vibrant coloured 
pieces of glass created by local artists 
Oded and Pamela Ravek, you can’t help 
but pause and take notice.
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One day, Pamela found an advertisement for a beginner’s course 
in stained glass and discussed it with Oded. Their eldest daughter 
overheard their conversation and encouraged them to do something fun 
for themselves, so they signed up. They each created a tiny stained glass 
piece they still use today; one to hold sweetener packets, the other to hold 
a small message pad. “That began the transformation,” says Pamela. “It 
took awhile but that kind of planted the seed about change.”

Eventually the projects became larger in scale and complexity. 
They created beautiful stained glass panels for their home’s front 
entranceway, which radiate with light and uplifting colours. People began 
to take notice. A neighbour admired their home’s unique feature and 
commissioned them to create something for her own double-entranceway, 
and it continued to grow from there.

Pam and Oded continue to take specialized classes in glass design and have 
seen their own methods evolve from the traditional ones they were initially 

taught. Pam describes their style as more free-hand. “Sometimes you have to see 
where the glass will take you,” she says. “It’s part of the magic and the mystery.” 

They now work at their art glass business, OR DESIGN glassworks 
full-time and they continue to explore new possibilities for their work, 
including larger architectural pieces. They participate in home design 
shows and also have their own gallery to showcase their art. Among the 
decorative sculptures and bowls that line the gallery shelves are pieces 
that combine art with function; unique glass vessel sinks, intricate glass 
cabinet door inserts and even little sparkling glass knobs to dress-up 
cabinetry doors and drawers. 

The possibilities for their work seem endless. “It boggles me how 
simple it is because you are only using a cutter,” says Oded. “You just cut 
glass and if you have patience and a vision, you slowly see something that 
is hidden and locked inside. It’s always an amazing feeling to transform 
sheets of glass into works of art.”  OH
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person?

Be your own boss, put your 
network to work for you, 

and build equity in your very 
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Fire warms the soul. As winter nears we tuck into a cosy chair near the fire in our 
favourite room. A beautifully decorated mantel adds to the ambience. Designer Andrea 
Ramacieri transforms two mantels with different styles that will last all season long.

&FIRE ICING

 

Materials: 
Fresh cut pine, evergreen, 
berries and ice sticks on top 

Accessories: 
• Black candelabra with long white candles
•  Tall vase filled with cedar, pine, sumac, 
 dogwood and hydrangeas
•  Willow basket filled with grapevine balls 
 and waxed pinecones
    
Above:   
Grapevine wreath with red berries
outside and a pine and tin wreath inside

1 TRADITIONAL

Continued on page 46

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

BY  ANDREA  RAMAC I ER I  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have your business 
listed under more than one heading, please email  jkivell@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call 
613-435-4246  or 613-595-1221 to advertise.
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OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages, and utilize our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to 
market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and real estate-related 
purchasing decisions. View these business ads online at www.ourhomesmagazine.com/ottawa

The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

Look for our spring issue coming soon!Look for our spring issue coming soon!
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2 CONTEMPORARY

Materials: 
• Three bamboo tin candle holders 
 with votive candles
• One tin-art piece (three circles on 
 a wrought iron stand)
• One hammered tin vase
• One earth-stone pottery vase OH 

Neutral and natural accessories in similar 
patinas look great on this mantelscape. 

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h
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