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Travel a little bit west, just off the beaten track in the heart of the 

Cedarhill golf course, and you’ll find an unassuming brick bungalow built 
in the late 1980s. But there’s more to this bungalow than meets the eye. 
Step inside and see a newly transformed space; a new take on a ranch-style 
bungalow from the period, specifically one that suffered from too many 
walls, narrow hallways and tired architectural style. But when current 
owner Arvind Chhatbar was searching for a home, there was something 
about this one that made it a must have. 

“Believe it or not, I bought this house for the kitchen,” says Arvind in the 
hopes that after a planned interior renovation, the kitchen would remain. 

But Gordon Weima of Gordon Weima Design Builder was not 
convinced it should, and was hoping the kitchen, along with every other 
room on the main floor of the spacious home, could be redone from scratch. 

“We finally convinced him that the kitchen didn’t fit, and once he saw 
what we were doing, he agreed to change that too,” says Weima, who also 
project managed.

The newly designed kitchen, with views of the dining room and the 
sunroom beyond, features a Sub-Zero built-in fridge and Miele appliances, 
including a wall of ovens, professional cook top, and a dishwasher from 

Universal Appliances. A large island 
in the centre of the kitchen features 
a unique bar-height ledge made of 
frosted-glass, an element that was 
repeated in the kitchen’s backsplash 
and some of the deep cherrywood 
cabinetry by Karhu Woodworking. 
Solid granite countertops by The 
Granite Shop complete the room’s 
sleek look. 

“Now the movement of people 
through the house when I entertain is 
very natural. No one feels like they’re 
in a corner or a box,” says Arvind.

Across the island is the generously 
sized dining room with large glass 
French doors that lead out to a cosy, 
bright sunroom. Just beyond the 
dining room is a newly configured 
library. An angled wall was installed 
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The large, open-concept 
living room exudes the 

homeowner’s Tanzanian 
and Indian roots.

FAR LEFT: Homeowner 
Arvind Chhatbar.

LEFT: A large glass water 
feature makes a subtle 

divider between the front 
foyer and the open-

concept living room.
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to pick up on the slopes of the ceiling and the existing brick and rich 
cherrywood built-ins house Arvind’s vast collection of books, awards 
and artwork. The library’s former wood-burning fireplace was replaced 
with a natural gas insert from High Energy Gas & Wood. Complete 
with logs and embers, it manages to maintain the beauty of an actual 
wood fire. 

A second fireplace in the main living space can be enjoyed from 
both the dining and living rooms. Smooth chocolate brown tiles from 
Centura Floor and Wall Fashions frame the fireplace and extend 
from floor to ceiling. Contrasted against the white walls and the deeply 
textured Canadian cherry floors, this feature creates a strong presence 
without compromising the inviting feel of the large room, which exudes 
the homeowner’s Tanzanian and Indian roots. 

“I gave Gord a lot of freedom in the design and although some of the 
ideas, like demolishing the chimney, were shocking at first, the final result 
proves that it all worked out perfectly,” says Arvind. 

The original sloped ceilings of the dining and living rooms created a 
cave-like effect, so the roof line was restructured to create visual height, 
while new windows from Bowen Windows increase the flow of natural 
light in the main living space.

If the whole plan came down to one design direction, it was to open 
everything up and let the natural light in. This is best witnessed as you enter 
the front foyer of the home. A large water feature designed by Weima replaces 
an imposing wall from the original construction. Water cascades gently down 
a large sheet of etched glass from Rossen Glass & Mirror, creating a subtle 
divider, allowing the natural light to flow from room to room.

The bright dining area receives plenty of natural light from 
the adjoining sunroom.

TOP LEFT: Gordon Weima of Gordon Weima Design Builder.

BOTTOM LEFT: A unique bar-height ledge made of  
frosted-glass enhances the sleek kitchen design.

BELOW: The once bare-walled library received a complete 
makeover with the addition of rich wall-to-wall cherrywood 
shelving and a stunning natural gas fireplace.

Continued on page 34
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The “bedroom wing” of the home received the same treatment with the 
addition of wider hallways and bold arches, which help define the wing 
from the rest of the house. In this area, there are two spacious bedrooms, a 
full bathroom and the master suite, where a six-foot extension was added 
to give the space a grand feel. Double French doors lead to a small deck, 
accessible only from the master suite, where views of the private backyard 
and patio can be enjoyed.

Step foot inside the large en suite and you immediately feel the 
warmth of the in-floor heating. A large jetted soaker tub from Preston 

Hardware complete with its own rain shower fixture, a separate 
tiled steam shower and two vanities with classic plumbing fixtures 
from Restoration Hardware make for an ultimate spa-like experience. 
But that’s not all. The master bedroom and en suite even feature  
control panels for the home’s sound and entertainment system from 
Bleeker Stereo & TV. 

Now with the interior renovation complete, Arvind has accomplished 
what he set out to create; a contemporary yet comfortable home reflective 
of his personality and style.  OH 

Styling for this 

feature shoot 

was done by  

Luc Crawford  

of Luc Crawford 

Design Planning.

TOP LEFT: The beautifully designed en suite 
boasts a large jetted soaker tub complete with  
its own rain shower fixture.

TOP RIGHT: French doors open from the dining 
area to a cosy, bright sunroom.

LEFT: The master bedroom features rich  
chocolate coloured furnishings and accessories  
in mocha and shimmering green.

34  o u r h o m e s   w i n t e r   2 0 1 1

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r


