
AABANDONED OLD HOUSES 
haunt almost every country road in Ontario.

Some stand neglected, far from the road, 
up long deserted driveways, nearly hidden 
by bush and overgrown trees. They’re easy to 
miss in the blink of an eye while driving or 
during summer when foliage blankets them 
with camouflage. Other deserted homes sit 
prominently in plain view. Once impressive 
in size and adornment, they’re crumbling 
testaments to the spent wealth or unfulfilled 
ambitions of their builders. Some century-
old Victorian homes, built with fancy brick 
corners and decorative details, stand empty 
for years, broken windows staring like dark 
vacant eyes, until they’re demolished in mere 
hours by an excavator starting work on a new 
housing development. These empty homes are 
a sad sight, given all the skilled work and high 
hopes that went into building them.

That’s why it’s such a treat to see the effort 
that Mark and Heather Good have put into 
restoring Lakehurst, one of Cobourg’s oldest 
homes. Originally built in the 1830s, on a 
three-acre Lake Ontario waterfront property, 
the 9,500 sq. ft. mansion was home to one of 

Cobourg’s early community builders, James 
Calcutt, an Irish immigrant who established 
a local brewery, distillery and flour mill. A 
grand home with wide halls, high ceilings and 
ornamental plaster mouldings, it changed 
hands often during its long history. It was a 
home to a Supreme Court judge and was a 
rooming house for a time. When the Goods 
bought it, the house had been divided into six 
separate apartments. With a taste and skills 
for home restoration, as well as many relatives 
who wanted to move to Canada, they found 
the home a good fit for their extended family 
and their penchant for home improvement. 
The results of their labours are stunning, a 
credit to their remarkable work ethic and 
appreciation of history and architecture. See 
their story on page 36.
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Lakehurst, one of 
Cobourg’s earliest 
homes, carefully 
restored by Mark  
and Heather Good. 

You Can Take A Peek
Inside This Award Winner!

We create custom homes like The Green Woods every day because 
the perfect plan is a plan designed for you! It’s included in our
Total Log and Timber Frame Package.

To look inside The Green Woods and download the floor plan today, 
visit www.confederationloghomes.com/the-greenwoods
or call 1-877-Go-2-Logs (1-877-462-5647).

The Green Woods is the custom home that nearly 400,000
readers of the world’s premier log home magazine,
Log Home Living, voted among the “Best Homes of 2015”. 

10  |  ourhomes   E A R L Y  S U M M E R  2 0 1 6

editor’s note


