
OOverlooking the causeway that bridges the channel between scenic Buckhorn and Pigeon 
Lakes sits the 57.5-acre Oak Orchard Resort, a development of luxury homes on large lots 
for seasonal or year-round living. 

The developers of this private, gated community are Rudy and Aase 
Steger. The 42 estate lots embrace the waterfront. There are 54 premium 
docks, installed by R&J Machine, that berth boats up to 50 feet long, a 
private boat launch and a sandy beach, all maintained by the developer.

 “The place is unique,” Rudy says. “The first time I set foot on it, 
I thought it would be perfect, just over an hour away from Toronto, 
accessible by car, boat and helicopter. Look around – it’s beautiful!”

The Stegers realized the land’s potential for residential development. 
Located on the Trent-Severn Waterway, it is “literally accessible by 
boat from anywhere in the world,” and surrounded by designated  
conservation lands.

The development’s narrow private lanes meander among the trees, 
lawns and homes to preserve the mature oaks on the acreage – hence the 
name Oak Orchard. Continued on page 38
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Bridge over
UNTROUBLED WATERS

LEFT: This is the view of the Oak Orchard home 
when arriving by water. The front windows, from 
left, are of the hobby room, the dining room, great 
room, and master suite rooms. BELOW: An arched 
stone portico covers the main entry.
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The Stegers have a spacious model home here, which offers 7,400 sq. 
ft. of finished living space – 4,400 above ground. 

“We picked the design for our house out of a magazine,” Rudy says. 
They made modifications to suit their taste and the Ontario climate. It’s 
a striking building in a striking location. 

The home’s exterior is clad in Arriscraft stone laid by Lee Jones 
of Majestic Masonry. It has an arched stone portico in front to shield 
arriving guests from the sun, rain or snow. The entryway is paved with 
stamped concrete, a very popular alternative to interlocking stone since 
it has no cracks where pesky weeds can grow. Dave Bowers Concrete 
installed the entranceway and patios.

Inside, the space flows. The great room offers living, dining and kitchen 
space with storage. Custom Built Solutions Inc. installed the lower 
floor kitchen, wine room and bathrooms. Lower floor granite counters 
are by Delray Granite. In one charming nook, his-and-hers designer 
chairs sit side-by-side offering a view of the gardens and lake – perfect 
for watching the sun go down. A “fire and ice” fireplace is “just for show: 
it gives no heat,” Rudy says. Its dancing coloured “flames” can be enjoyed 
year-round. On the ground floor is Brazilian hardwood flooring, laminated 
in criss-crossed layers to prevent any warping or cracking, from Riviera 
Flooring Ltd. Ceilings are over 13-feet high throughout the house, rising 
to 17 feet in the great room.

The Stegers’ model home has a master suite. The room and luxury en 
suite, featuring a freestanding, granite-lined shower and multi-directional 
jets, soaker tub, double sinks and a walk-in closet/dressing room, are in a 
totally private and self-sufficient wing on the main floor. Visible through 
the windows of the master suite is a 35-foot fountain.

LEFT: Light infuses the formal dining room. BELOW LEFT: Rudy and Aase Steger 
welcome guests. BELOW: The great room features waterfront views. Inside 
are options to watch television, the fireplace, listen to music, read, converse 
or contemplate. OPPOSITE TOP: European design influences the expansive, 
accessible kitchen. OPPOSITE BOTTOM: The arched entry foyer opens into the 
great room, the kitchen and a two-person lounge area.

Continued on page 42
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The master suite includes, a dressing room, a deep 
jet tub, an entrance hallway and a large bedroom 
with access to an exterior patio deck. A custom-
designed stand-alone marble shower unit is centre 
stage in the master en suite.
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Each Steger has a hobby room. Aase has a spacious sewing room/
studio with plenty of counter space and storage. Rudy has a studio for 
his stained-glass interest. There is also a state-of-the-art laundry room.

Down an oak spiral staircase with special non-slip treads, created 
by Kawartha Stair & Rail Ltd. is the spacious lower floor. The Stegers 
have geothermal heating by EarthHeat.ca Inc. “Best investment I ever 
made,” Rudy says. There are two heat exchangers that provide heat and 
air-conditioning “because the house is so wide.” The lower floor is also 
home to the security system from Custom Security and the central 
vacuum system and stereo system.

ABOVE: Aase Steger’s hobby studio has extensive 
counter and storage space. RIGHT: A “powder room” 

is adjacent to the hobby room and kitchen.

Continued on page 44

RENEW THE WOODWORK IN YOUR HOME TO ITS ORIGINAL BEAUTY

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE

NO DUST. NO MESS. NO ODOR.

MIKE GUTTERIDGE
905.269.8649  |  ridgewoodrenewal@gmail.com

BEFORE

BEFOREAFTER

AFTER

Regency Plateau™ Series

G. DAVIDSON PLUMBING & HEATING
884 Division St. Unit #107, Cobourg

905.372.5661

Cut your rising heating bills by zone heating with 
Regency Fireplace Products. Zone heating puts warmth 
where you need it, when you need it, adding to your 
home’s comfort and ambiance. Regency products are 
high e�ciency heaters; conserving energy and 
warming your home while lowering heating costs
and saving you money.

Did you know that you can 
cut your heating cost by using 
zone heating with Regency??

www.regency-�re.com

Hello,Cottage.
Meet Modern rustiC.

stonylakefurniture.ca   1 Stanley St. Lakefield   705 652 7444

Contact us for a free in-studio interior design consultation

Taking care of the heart of your home.

YOUR SPACE MADE BEAUTIFUL.

705-328-9431 • 1-866-846-9254 • www.evergreenhomeandcottage.com

“FAVOURITE RENOVATOR /
GENERAL CONTRACTOR”

Winner
2012 LINDSAY POST

READERS’ CHOICE AWARD
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On the lower floor, a large open space with kitchen is perfect for 
entertaining. Behind a glass wall is an adjoining wine room. Still to 
be situated is Rudy’s pool table and the stained-glass Tiffany-style 
lamp he crafted. There is a large exercise room. One room – an ideal 
guest room – offers a walkout to the stone patio overlooking the bay.  

The rooms have maple laminate flooring.
The three-car garage features Rollmatic garage doors, which roll up 

and disappear rather than running on tracks on the ceiling. The floor is 
of porcelain tile. Fawcett Excavating Ltd. is responsible for the lovely 
gardens, which feature an on-property waterfall.

On the lower floor is a fully equipped kitchen with 
island bar/dining area. TOP LEFT: An oak spiral 
staircase rises from the lower to upper floor. TOP 
RIGHT: With geothermal heating, the wine room 
remains a constant temperature.

Continued on page 46

Furniture Repairs ■ Refinishing

Reupholstering ■ Barrymore Dealer 

Stylus ■ Trica Barstools ■ Shutters 

Draperies ■ Blinds ■ Wall Beds

Complete In-home Services
Free Estimates

w w w . v o s b u r g h h o m e d e c o r . c o m

143 Rose Glen Rd S, Port Hope, ON

905.885.2885 ■ 1.877.885.2885

3.5" x 4.875"

OPEN 362 

DAYS A YEAR
CHECK US OUT

ON FACEBOOK
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SOURCE GUIDE
Twilight Contractors, Bilcox Electric Inc., Cover It All Coatings, Mark Legon, Royel Paving, Jim Millar Plumbing, Monaghan Lumber Specialties, K.J. 

Nicholson Painting, Royal Lighting, Universal Aluminum & Vinyl, Resource Consulting, MaxXmar Windows Fashions.  OH

A cantilevered canopy on the upper patio 
deck was designed by Rudy Steger to last 

centuries. “Rooms with a view” is the 
ethos of this Oak Orchard home. From the 

outdoor patio, a private waterfall opens 
onto the Oak Orchard boat mooring.

From portable spa’s to the most luxurious acrylic spa’s Oasis 
Pool and Garden Centres has a spa for any budget or lifestyle, 
visit our HUGE showroom! www.oasispool.ca
Financing available on ALL models of hot tubs.

Pool & Garden Centres

   2029 Lansdowne St., W  •  Peterborough     
  705.7

41
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55
5

   2918 - HWY. 35 South  •  Lindsay       7
05.324.11

70

spa...ahhh

PORTABLE
TUBS ALSO
AVAILABLE

GREEN ROOFING
Finally, a roof that  
looks good, 
lasts a lifetime, 
and protects 
the environment.

Never re-roof again. NEVER.
Own a roof that pays for itself. Save up to 40% on air conditioning costs.
Improve and maintain your property value for decades.
Enjoy improved comfort. Your home will be cooler in the summer.
Double protection with a Lifetime Warranty and extreme wind resistance.
Thousands of satisfied customers across North America.

The Interlock  
Roof meets the  
most rigourous  
tests of environmental responsibility.
Made from up to 95% recycled material  
our lifetime roofing products are  
environmentally sustainable. 

Owning a Interlock Roof
	 •	ends	the	cycle	of	landfill	waste.
	 •	lessens	the	dependency	on	our	natural	resources.
	 •	lessens	pollution	in	your	area.
	 •	saves	you	money.

Call Ron Aqwa today for a quote.

1-705-321-2472
1-866-887-7713
ontgreenroofing.com

INTERLOCK SLATE ROOFING

Available roof styles:
Slate • Shingle • Shake • Tile 

• Standing Seam • Membrane
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