
LAKESIDE
STYLE

STORY EILEEN ARGYRIS
PHOTOGRAPHY JAY ROBINSON

AAhh, I’m here…When home feels like a 
getaway, you know you have something 
special. “The beauty of this house is the 
lake,” says Alison von Hahn, who – with 
her husband Anatol, their daughters 
Lexie and Katrina, and their rescue 
dog Pretzel – claim this serene lakeside 
dwelling in Cobourg as their own private 
slice of heaven.

The von Hahn home features sharp architectural lines to complement the 
Cape Cod-style exterior, and is set on a modest property in beautiful Cobourg. 
OPPOSITE PAGE, TOP: Perched on a small rise overlooking Lake Ontario, the 
broad view of the lake is the main show and can be taken in from the comfort of 
the living room or fireside on the shore. MIDDLE: A suave combination of new 
and old is presented throughout the home, from historic maps and prints to quaint 
furniture and charming accents. BOTTOM: The cosy solitude of the study is the 
perfect room to curl up with a good read next to the fire on a crisp fall evening.

Enter this airy, high-ceiling enclave and immediately be engulfed by the 
peaceful atmosphere, enhanced by the soothing pastels of the sea-
coloured walls. The entire south exposure is a wall of glass, by Ostaco 
Windows and Doors, bringing Lake Ontario into the rooms, while the 
paint colours (by Sherwin Williams) take the indoors out to the lake. 
The effect is like being inside a water-colour painting.

The entry foyer, with fireplace, comfy wing chairs and baby grand 
piano, is a hospitable introduction to the home. But, sitting in the foyer 
is not the best way to appreciate this house. “We wanted to be able to 
look out and see the lake at all times,” says Alison. And, that is precisely 
what the principal rooms offer.

The great room, in open-concept style, adjoins the foyer and 
kitchen, a dining area and sunroom, and an additional sitting area, 
all furnished in spotless off-white, overlooking the great lake. The 
cathedral ceiling, in creamy white tongue-in-groove panelling, soars to 
18 feet, which sets the mood for enjoying the antics of the gulls winging 
and swooping over the great blue beyond. “When we bought the house, 
the former owner said the lake view changed daily,” and a dubious 
Alison thought, “Oh, sure,” she says. “Now, I know it doesn’t; it changes 
hourly. Sometimes, it looks like the ocean.”

Wicker furnishings in the sunroom are from Raising Cane. 
Furniture and draperies on the front porch are from Urban Loft. 
Slipcovers and other curtains are by Morning Glory Draperies of 
Port Hope. Original artwork is by Sheila Britton and from Katherine 
O’Malley Greer from With All My Art, Cobourg. 

In winter, of course, the outdoor scene can send a chill down 
Continued on page 24
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anyone’s spine. During last winter’s record low temperatures, the 
family was able to walk out over the solid lake ice to great depths. 
So, the great room has a double-faced fireplace, one side warming the 
sitting area and the other making the adjoining dining areas feel toasty. 
Fireplaces were sourced at Friendly Fires in Cobourg. “We like to 
entertain,” says Alison, and dinner parties are made easier by having 
the large formal sunken dining room right off the kitchen, as well as 
another dining space in the sunroom, which also adjoins the great room. 
In addition, guests and family can sit on counter stools at the granite 
counters in the kitchen area. 

Beyond the glass wall are stamped cement patios with relaxing 
chairs, tables and a fire pit, all overlooking the lake.

Kitchen cabinets are by Elmwood Fine Custom Cabinetry, 
supplied through Home Hardware, Cobourg. Gleaming stainless 
steel appliances by Dacor, KitchenAid, Avant Garde and Asko. In the 

Continued on page 26

kitchen, as well as the master bathroom, ceramic tile and floor designs 
are all products of designer Liz Rand, of Peterborough.

Underfoot are gleaming wood floors by Floor Trends, Cobourg. 
The main-floor selection is Mirage Red Oak Vienna. Mirage Maple 
Senora was the choice for the upper floor, while the basement has  
warm and lakeside-appropriate Driftwood laminate.

On the second floor are three bedrooms, including a luxurious master 
retreat, as well as an office and two bathrooms, all with southern exposures 
offering the same dramatic panoramas of the lake as the main floor.

TOP, FAR LEFT: Photos by homeowner Alison von Hahn show off the signs of the 
season in the casual dining room. MIDDLE: Flexible outdoor spaces offer a choice 
to enjoy a fresh beverage under the shade of the back patio or in the sunshine. 
RIGHT: The elegant lines of the cabinetry highlight the robust kitchen, complete 
with sharp stainless fixtures. BOTTOM LEFT: This bright, open-concept home allows 
one room to flow into the other and shows off the clean white décor accented with 
pastel highlights. BELOW: The long throw of the main kitchen counter offers a 
view of the sunken formal dining room set with white-on-white wood paneling and 
colourful original art.
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The master en suite is a getaway in itself, with a deep soaker tub 
with massage jets, a shower with pebble floor, reminiscent of the 
beach, double sinks (no waiting), beautiful views and numerous 
luxurious appointments.

The basement offers two more delightful bedrooms, plus a home 
theatre with audio-visual equipment supplied by Showtime TV & 
Stereo in Cobourg.

 Summers at the house are filled with lakeside pursuits for the 
family such as rowing, sailing, swimming, and evenings by the fire-
pit. Comfort Zone of Cobourg installed the central heating and air 
conditioning for indoor year-round comfort.

The house had existed in another incarnation prior to the von Hahns’s 
ownership. However, it was basically “taken back to the studs,” says Alison.   

Renovations by Stalwood Homes of Cobourg were just 
completed in December 2013. So extensive was the work that Stalwood 
president Al Rose said he had talks with the family as to whether it 
would be more cost-efficient to actually tear down the original house 
and start from scratch. But the decision was made to go with the 
existing structure. 

An additional three layers of rock on the exterior protect the property 
from encroachment by the lake, which has its own habit of grabbing land.

The outside of the house has authentic cedar shakes in an historic 
grey-blue; the front door, in contrast, is painted in a “coral bells” shade. 
Outdoor landscaping was done to Alison’s specifications by Tara 
Tullock, Garden Ideas and Designs Ltd. 

“I just want to pull up in the driveway and think, ‘Ahh, I’m here,’” 
says Alison. She got her wish.  OH

TOP LEFT: This welcoming common room is perfect for the youth of the home for 
vacation getaways or weekend get-togethers. TOP RIGHT: The combination of 
classic contemporary continues in the master bedroom with a pair of designer side-
tables complementing the pastels and patterns of the room. MIDDLE: Designed 
with company in mind, this cosy guest room offers a subtle switch to warm décor. 
LEFT: The master en suite offers luxurious appointments and features a robust 
enclosed shower and natural light that pours in via ceiling skylights.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
A RARE OPPORTUNITY
• ¾   - 1½   acre lots and larger
• Minutes to the 401
• Natural Gas
• Municipal Water
• Walkouts Available
• Hi-speed Cable & Internet

• Stunning Views of 
Northumberland County

• 2,000 sq.� . minimum

2007 - 2014
Best New Home Builder

2007 - 2009 • 2011 - 2013
Best New Home Builder

Voted Northumberland’s Best Builder 
for EIGHT consecutive years!

EastVillage
c o b o u r g

EastVillage
c o b o u r g

44 University Avenue West, Cobourg, Ontario
Phone 905.372.4179           Fax 905.372.7705

info@stalwoodhomes.ca

STALWOODHOMES.CA
44 University Avenue West, Cobourg, Ontario
Phone 905.372.4179           Fax 905.372.7705

Stalwood Homes Head Of�ice

• Complete In-Home Design Services
• Serving Cobourg & Area for  

more than 10 years
• Custom Drapes, Blinds & Furniture
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