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WWhere is your happy place? This family 
has found a retreat far from ringing 
phones, nattering TV news, nagging 
e-mails or any of the other numerous 
intrusions of the modern world.

ABOVE: Letting the sounds of nature wash away the hustle and bustle 
of city life is an official pastime on the patio overlooking the beautiful 
Chandos Lake. TOP RIGHT: Retreating to “The Tree Fort” screen-
enclosed patio offers the homeowners an outdoor space that is perfect for 
taking in the sunset, sans mosquitoes, or a family breakfast above the lake. 

Tamara and Richard and their two sons, 11 and 13, have found their 
happy place on Lake Chandos in the highly popular, but sparsely 
populated, North Kawartha Lakes region. No phones and no computers 
disturb the peace in their custom year-round cottage, and there is no 
TV, just the soft sounds of the waves lapping against the shore, the 
birds singing, and the occasional motorboat driving by on the lake. 
“When we’re here, we’re unplugged,” says Tamara. “We feel like we 
won the lottery.” 

She and Richard each own their own businesses in Toronto and they 
live in that predictable pressure-cooker atmosphere until they come to 
the cottage, which they try to do as often as possible.

Their favourite spot in their favourite place is a spacious screened-in 
porch they call “The Tree Fort” because of of the way it’s perched on the 
side of the hill overlooking the lake. Looking out, the effect is certainly 
like being in the treetops. The panoramic view offers an ideal place to 
watch the sun rise, or set, over the sparkling waters. While still indoors, 
the couple enjoy the fresh lake breezes that waft in through the three 
exterior walls of windows from Alf Curtis Home Improvements in 
Lindsay. The ceiling beams, Douglas fir, are still redolent of the forest.

Continued on page 34
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Tamara describes how the room looks 
when they entertain, which they love to do. 
Friends from Toronto or neighbours from 
around the lake gather, as candlelight sets 
the windows aglow, the oversize picnic table 
becomes a groaning board of delectables, and 
the sweet-smelling fir becomes a dance floor 
or a karaoke stage. On the adjoining deck, the 
hot tub beckons family and guests.

The cottage was custom built by 
Evergreen Home & Cottage Inc., soon 
to be renamed Gilbert and Burke, and 
designed by Peter Groza of Evergreen Design 
in Port Carling. Cathy Burke was justifiably 
proud to tell OUR HOMES  that the house has 
won three accolades. At the 2013 Kawartha 
Awards of Distinction, it won Best New 
Residential Kitchen and Best New Home 
between 1,600 and 2,500 sq. ft. It also garnered 
the award for Excellence in Custom Design 
for a home under 2,500 sq. ft. from the Simcoe 
County Home Builders Association in 2014.

Although the family loves their “tree fort,” 
the great room and adjoining kitchen are 
also pretty special, as the awards attest. The 
kitchen features countertops of pale leathered 
granite and the entire open-concept kitchen-
cum-great-room, as well as the master retreat, 
have rough-sawn white ash floors, installed on 
site by Revival Flooring.It may look rough, but 
it feels like butter under bare cottage feet.

Friendly Fires of Peterborough installed 
the wood-burning fireplace, which is 
surrounded by cultured stone. The same stone 
adorns an accent wall in the kitchen. And, 
a built-in seating area in a cosy nook by the 
fireplace is a favourite place for the boys to 
curl up and read or take a nap on lazy summer 
afternoons, says Tamara.

Summery furniture in a blue-and-white 
nautical theme completes the mood. Oversize 
patio doors by Jeldwen bring the lake into the 
living space. The treetop deck outside, with its 
tempered glass walls, offers safety along with 
an unobstructed view.

TOP: Curling up on the sofa by the fireplace with 
a good book or playing a rainy day tournament of 
old fashioned board games is part of the intimate 
appeal of this low-tech approach to life at the cottage. 
MIDDLE: Reconnecting with family and friends over 
dinner devoid of attention hogging technology, is a 
refreshing alternative on Chandos Lake. BOTTOM: 
Entertaining is part of cottage life, and the open 
concept of the space allows for a modest group to 
enjoy the hospitality of lake-life while connecting with 
the natural elements.

Texture abounds in the cottage design, which 
is all about natural elements, from the smooth 
leathered-granite counter to the irregular 
stone accents and lusty, rough-sawn flooring.

Continued on page 36
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The master bedroom, also on the main floor, boasts a lofty cottage-
style ceiling and gorgeous, peace-inducing lakescapes. The en suite 
features a beach-flavoured, pebble-floored shower. Above all doors are 
working transom windows to add to the airy atmosphere.

At present, the basement is unfinished to allow the boys 
unobstructed play space to practice their skateboarding 
without restriction.

Family fun consists of conversation, old-fashioned togetherness 
and low-tech board games. And, of course, the lake offers swimming, 
wakeboarding, and paddleboarding. And the surrounding countryside 
is great for hiking in all seasons.

The exterior is maintenance-free with Cape Cod siding and soffit 
and fascia by Stealth, which looks like wood but does not require the 
same degree of maintenance.

Other suppliers include: an architectural roof from Kei-Lin 
Roofing Inc., Lindsay; windows and doors from Alf Curtis Home 

RIGHT: Beauty by 
nature via large 
airy windows 
complements the 
minimal décor of the 
bedrooms. BELOW: 
One of the unique 
designer details of the 
interiors is the working 
transom windows 
above the doors that 
allow for additional 
natural light and air 
flow between rooms. 
BOTTOM: Keep it 
simple is the rule of 
design for all spaces 
in the cottage, where 
less truly is more.

Continued on page 38
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Improvements, Lindsay; railings from 
Kawartha Stair & Rails, Lakefield; tile 
flooring from Floor Trends, Lindsay; kitchen 
cabinets from Buchanan Kitchen and 
Bath, Peterborough; paints by Benjamin 
Moore from Scott’s Decorating Centre, 
Lindsay; masonry supplied by Alf Curtis 
Home Improvements and installed by Mark 
Isherwood; heating and cooling  by Brian 
Norris Heating & Air Conditioning, 
Fenelon Falls; plumbing by Foster Kelly’s 
Homestead Plumbing & Heating 
Ltd., Lindsay; Electric, Evergreen 
Power Ltd., Lindsay; hardware, interior 
doors and trim by Monaghan Lumber 
Specialists, Peterborough.

Homeowner Tamara exults, “Working 
with Evergreen (the builder) was great, 
amazing. We only came up (from the city) 
twice during the building process. They took 
care of everything. They made it easy; it was a 
true pleasure and a joy.”  OH

RIGHT: Keeping in line with the design mantra of 
the cottage, the exterior features natural finishes 
and rough stone textures to complement the 
rugged landscape of the lake. BELOW: Above the 
rocky shoreline, the cottage is perfectly situated to 
offer serene views of the lake designed to soothe 
and recharge your soul.
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