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Arguably, the world’s greatest shoe store.
Where there are shoes, there is life.

Walk to shopping and lattes.

PORT 32

Vi l l age  l i fe ,  c i ty  sty le .

e,&o.e.
Homes from $378,500 HST INCL.

Retirement Perfected
How civilized. A short walk, or a 

shorter bike ride from your luxury 
bungalow in Port 32, and you can get 
your vanilla latte, stop at the market, 
pick up some flowers and a bottle of 
wine. Some bread from the bakery. 

Meet a friend for lunch. No rush, 
no hurry, no hassle. In Bobcaygeon 

you’ll live the village life in city style. 
Look forever but you will find,

There’s only one Bobcaygeon,
and only one Port 32

1-888-528-5555
sales@port32.com     port32.com
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Anso® nylon resists stains and soil and we back it up with 
Lifetime Warranties*.

™

Visit our showroom today to learn more about products made with Anso® nylon. Green by nature, fashionable by design.

shawf loors.comFLOORS

Green. 
It’s something we never forget.®

shawfloors.com

Did we mention that Anso nylon also warrants against pet urine stains?

*Lifetime stain and soil warranties are limited and based on the life of the product.  
For more details, please see warranty brochure available where products are sold.

(dealer logo and info)
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Experience the 1867 CONFEDERATION LOG & TIMBER FRAME difference. 35 years experience with 
an international network of dealers. Engineered log homes with exceptional energy efficiency 
built from air dried northern white pine. Our design team works with every homeowner to create 
custom plans to suit lifestyle and budget. Log home components are fully cut and assembled in 
our manufacturing plant for precision assembly on site. Explore the infinite possibilities...call today.

HEAD OFFICE #281 County Road 36, just north of Bobcaygeon, Ontario

MODEL HOME OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

1-877-GO-2-LOGS
www.confederationloghomes.com

1867 CONFEDERATION LOG & TIMBER FRAME is proud to be the 
manufacturer of the first log home in Canada to attain Energy Star rating, your guarantee 

for superior energy efficiency. Successfully using                    products for 35 years! 
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RROUTINE BLISS. 
Forgive me if I’m happy that fall is upon us. It’s a bittersweet 

happiness really, especially given the winter we had to contend 
with last year.

To some, autumn can be one step closer to winter and frigid days 
of endless grey skies. However, I say I’m happy for fall because for my 
household fall means one thing: back to school routine. 

I’m sure many parents share this happiness as, by the end of August, 
the frenetic pace of summer adventures can wear out even the most 
hearty of souls. 

Summer burnout aside, this time of year also offers us refreshing 
crisp mornings and rich colourful landscapes. Fall means fresh apples 
and a touch of frost with a little bit of routine mixed with a lot of yard 
work. More hallmarks of the season.

With the inevitable winter lurking on the fringes of autumn, we 
ventured out this issue and spoke with industry professionals to recap 
some of the pre-winter preparations homeowners can explore in and 
around their homes and property. 

Travelling throughout the region we discovered some freshly-picked 
styles for the home mixed with a crop of vintage finds to enjoy. 

We paid a visit to lovely Lindsay, gateway to the Kawartha Lakes 
region to check out the unique shops and boutiques it has to offer. 
This issue will let you discover two visions of life on the water: classic 
comfort and style on the lake in Cobourg and a serene rustic paradise 
on Chandos Lake. 

Enjoy the fall season, and it isn’t hard, with so much beauty to 
discover in our region. Get out and devour the wonderful shopping 
opportunities waiting to be discovered and remember to consider some 
of the winter prep advice served up, as I’m sure by the winter issue 
the sentiment will indeed have changed from fall happiness bliss to, 
bring on spring!

Jay Robinson, Managing Editor
jay@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us @OurHomesMag 

a n  e v o l u t i o n  o f  E v e r g r e e n  H o m e  &  C o t t a g e

gilbertburke.ca 1 866 846 9254

MAKE SPACE FOR YOUR DREAMS™

KAWARTHAS | MUSKOKAS | SIMCOE | GTA | DURHAM
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Follow True North on the following Social Media Outlets...

1.800.661.1628
info@truenorthloghomes.com

www.truenorthloghomes.com

The Most Technologically
Advanced Log Homes in the World
Dealer & Sales inquiries welcome

We share your passion...
for the ambience of a log home lifestyle.

®

Let us
take your

breath away

True North Fall14.indd   1 2014-09-08   2:48 PM
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There’s a colour for every nest. 

We’re not talking about the shiny bits 

plundered from the world’s backyard. 

It’s the colour of a safe, warm place where 

someone takes you under wing, feeds you, 

coos over you, protects you.  Then gives you 

a happy little nudge out the door. 

For everything that matters, there’s a deep, 

rich, enduring colour. It’s the colour of soaring.

Find these colours and more 
at benjaminmoore.ca

The premium paint preferred by paint and design professionals.
The colour and quality preferred by you.
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451 George Street N.,

Peterborough

705.743.5742

Village Paint & Paper
29 Front Street S.,

Campbellford

705.653.0179

Cobourg Paint & Wallpaper
34 King Street W.,

Cobourg

905.372.3841

Town & Country Decorating Centre
50 Anne St.,
Bobcaygeon

705.738.5477

BM Pete Fall14.indd   1 2014-10-07   2:16 PM



T
STORY STEPHANIE REDMOND

ON THE FLOOR

1. CERAMIC FLOOR: 
Ceramica Fioranese 
2., 3. LEATHER TILE, CORK 
FLOORING: Torlys

Designer  
Stephanie Redmond 
shares her ideas.

There are some decorating decisions that can’t be based 
strictly on aesthetics, and flooring is one of those areas prone to outside 
elements. Some factors that affect flooring choices are: lifestyle (pets, 
children, handicaps), environment (humidity, heating, cooling) and 
allergies (dust, toxins, materials). 

Don’t be discouraged if you have three dogs with long claws and 
really love the look of hardwood. Interior products have come a long 
way and there are several alternative options, like tiles, that simulate 
wood or cork planks. There are tons of choices, so make sure you do 
your research! The final selection has to match your personal style, but 
more importantly your lifestyle. 

FLOORING 101:
Hardwood – Comprised of solid 
planks of timber that are dried in 
a kiln (or outside) and generally 
sanded and stained on site. For 
example, pine is a softer option that 
is more easily dented or dinged, 
whereas walnut is a denser species 
less prone to deep scratches. 
Wood creates a warm setting and 
is ideal in living rooms… and pretty 
much everywhere else except 
for wet locations.

Engineered hardwood – Not to be confused with laminate (below), 
engineered hardwood is actually wood layered on top of a composite sub-
structure, allowing for longer lengths and less cupping than solid timber. 
It is pre-finished, eliminating the mess of on-site finishing that occurs with 
solid planks. This is an extremely popular choice.

Laminate – Made of a photographic image of a finish (most commonly 
wood) on top of fibreboard with a protective coating on top. It is a 
cost-effective alternative to wood and is easy to install. It is generally 
floating (not glued down) on top of a sub-floor with a layer of cushion 
in between, often cork or foam. Unfortunately, it can scratch and 
cannot be buffed. 

Cork – This is a good environmental choice with the benefits of sound 
absorption and cushion. Comes in planks or tiles and many different 
patterns and colours. This is a user-friendly choice and is great for 
households with pets and children. Because of the cushion, it is a 
popular choice for yoga studios or simply for people with back issues 
who stand for long periods of time. 

Ceramic – Sold as tiles in various shapes and sizes, the word ceramic 
stems from the Greek word for “pottery.” It is ideal for bathrooms and 
laundry rooms, and the joints are filled with grout. Provides endless 
decorating options.

Stone – Stone is wonderful for transferring and holding radiant heat. 
It can be smooth, textured, polished or honed. Stone is a natural option 
with limitless looks. Some examples are: slate, limestone, marble, granite 
and quartz. It’s a great choice for an entry area or mudroom. 

Glass – This is sold by the sheet or in tiles – clear, tinted or etched. 
Tiles are installed as per ceramic or stone and can be used for bathroom 
and shower floors. Sheets can be used as flooring, allowing you to see 
through to a room below. This requires specialized installation and can be 
exceptionally costly. 

Leather – Sold in tiles with a cork backing, leather flooring is generally 
recycled, no VOCs, relatively low-maintenance and environmentally 
friendly. It is available in multiple textures and colours. Creates a lovely 
home office or walk-in closet. 

Concrete – Poured concrete is another excellent choice with radiant 
heat. It maintains warmth and is also cool in the summer. Can be stained, 
polished or have a pattern pressed into it. Looks modern, is maintenance 
free and easy to clean. Great anywhere. 

Carpet – Nylon, sisal and wool are the most common wall-to-wall 
carpeting options. Looks vary wildly depending on the type of weave, 
colour and pattern. Cosy on the feet, it’s a nice choice for bedrooms and 
basement family rooms. Not ideal for allergy sufferers. 

Vinyl – An inexpensive option often used commercially. It is 
very durable, low maintenance and easy to keep clean. It is glued 
directly to sub-flooring with no grout joints. This is a good basement 
workshop option.  OH
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HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW COVERINGS

FOR AN IN-HOME
C ONSULTATION PLEASE CALL

705-748-3875
427 GEORGE ST.  N.  PETERB OROUGH, ON

WWW.L AKESHOREDESIGNS.CA

• RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • COTTAGE

ANGELA JONES
Owner

Interior
Decorators of:
Toronto Cottage Life Show - Dream Cottage 2013/2014 
Toronto National Home Show Dream Home 2014
Princess Margaret Lottery Dream Cottages 2014

ella’s drapery & blinds

Custom Drapery 
Blinds & Fabric

All draperies and

valances are

manufactured

in our own

workroom

66 Elgin St. West, Cobourg, Ontario
905-373-0983 | www.ellasdrapery.ca

NEW SHOWROOM A NEW FLOORING PRODUCTS
AMAZING SELECTION OF AREA RUGS A HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW COVERINGS

Cobourg
884 Division St.
905.372.9117

 Mannington Adura

From hardwood to laminate, vinyl, ceramic, natural stone, carpet and 
window coverings we have a large selection that will help you create that 
traditional, contemporary or modern space that you have always wanted.

www.sinesflooring.ca

Brighton
23 George St.
613.475.2764

Toll Free: 800.354.3091
sinesflooring@bellnet.ca
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FALL FLAIR

PHOTOGRAPHY JAY ROBINSON

Find your style with our 
intriguing fall selections.

Continued on page 18

1  METAPHORHOME

Dinnerware
New for this fall, Fiesta’s bold Poppy Seed 
is ready for dinner. The designs come 
from home décor and fashion trends. 
This dinnerware complements the clever, 
eclectic selection on offer at this trendy 
store.

30 Main St., Warkworth 
705.924.3226 I www.metaphorhome.ca

2  ACANTHUS INTERIORS

Chair
Upholstered in classic houndstooth, 
this handsome wingback chair makes a 
perfect seat for the living room or study. 
The staff at Acanthus Interiors work with 
clients and offer expert décor advice with 
personalized service.  

25 John St., Port Hope 
905.885.8648 I www.acanthusinteriors.ca

3  QUINN’S BLOOMS & GREENERY

Round Table
This stout granite and cedar table has 
a wonderful texture and could easily be 
used inside or out. The hand-cut top fits 
snug on a solid, reclaimed, cedar beam. 
Browse other clever art, décor and, of 
course, floral designs online and in store.

277 Division St., Cobourg 
905.372.6642 I www.quinnsblooms.com
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PORT HOPE
905.885.4568

177 Toronto Road

COBOURG
905.372.6895
429 William St

 
NORTHUMBERLAND’S #1 TEAM FOR KITCHEN 

AND BATH DESIGN AND INSTALLATION
Over 100 years’ combined experience

Largest kitchen showroom selection with
over 20 models to choose from 

5 different suppliers gives you thousands of options

www.yourhomehardware.ca

TRACY MACFARLANE
tracy@yourhomehardware.ca 

COBOURG

JILL JANKOVICH
jill@yourhomehardware.ca 

PORT HOPE

BRIAN GOUGH
brian@yourhomehardware.ca 

COBOURG

elmwoodkitchens.com

JUDIE GREER
judy@yourhomehardware.ca

PORT HOPE 

TAMMY ADLEY
tammy@yourhomehardware.ca

PORT HOPE 

YOUR NAME HERE
designer@yourhomehardware.ca 

    NOW HIRING
Join our professional vibrant and growing design team
send resume to crista@yourhomehardware.ca to discuss!

HH Gilmers Kitchen SUM14.indd   1 14-06-07   7:58 PM
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4  CREE ORGANICS

Hunting Party
Stout alloy risers style nicely together and 
make an intriguing centerpiece. Look 
for handmade organic products at Cree 
among gifts and cast-metal décor items.

57 King St., E., Colborne  
905.355.3060 I www.creeorganics.com

5  COLLECTION CO. 

Noble Throne
The heavy oak will remind you of King 
Arthur’s court and the hand tacking will 
speak to this quality, upholstered, throne-
room chair. Collection Co. offers shoppers 
a hand-picked range of wood furniture, art 
and vintage pieces.

37 Saskatoon Ave., Campbellford 
705.653.2979

  
6  CIRCA ANTIQUES & COLLECTABLES 

Original WiFi
This handmade radio is from the 1920s 
and will start a conversation and remind 
us of how far we’ve come. These 
memories and many others are available 
in abundance at Circa Antiques & 
Collectables.

561 County Rd. 28, South Monaghan 
705.977.3395 I circaantiques@gmail.com  OH
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CUSTOM HOMES   •   ADDITIONS   •   RENOVATIONS
13 Lindsay Street South, Fenelon Falls   

705.887.4773  |  info@rwhconstruction.ca  |  www.rwhconstruction.ca

  
AWARD WINNING BUILDERS 2011 | BEST CUSTOM HOME OVER 2000 SQ FT

BEST HOME RENOVATION OVER $200 000

Make the Cottage HOME!
• CUSTOM DESIGNS • ICF 

• ENERGY EFFICIENT • INTERIOR DESIGN 

• OVER 30 YEARS IN BUSINESS

INNOVATION & EXCELLENCE

A COMPLETE SERVICE

RWH Fall14v1.indd   1 2014-09-11   8:37 AM
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BOUTIQUE 
BATHROOM
STYLE

WWhen you picture your home, 
what do you see? Chances are you see a place where you 
spend a lot of time: on the comfy living room sofa, or in 
the bed you can’t wait to dive into at night. But what do 
you remember most when you visit someone else’s space? 
So often, it’s the powder room or bathroom that gets us 
dreaming about our own home makeovers. This is why 
the hospitality industry is such a great place to look to for 
inspiration. Hotel en suites are ours for just a few days (or 
one night only!), and during this short time they need to 
make a big impact so we’ll visit again.

To get that unforgettable boutique appeal in your own 
bathroom (even on a budget), here’s my guide to high-end 
hotel style:

1. NATURE WORKS WONDERS

• A bathroom shouldn’t feel like a purely functional 
space, and natural materials go a long way toward 
lending an inviting character. I love adding a touch 
of wood to a washroom, like the block stools in 
the James Royal Palm (a Miami must-stay), or the 
mid-century walnut stool in my own bathroom.

• People are often afraid to add marble to a wet space, 
but with just a little care, a stone counter will elevate 
any room to a sense of true luxury – and a relatively 
small vanity countertop does not have to be an impos-
sible investment. For an even smaller touch, add 
capiz-shell soap dishes, canisters and candleholders.

• If nothing else, a vase or planter of flowers (real or 
faux) adds new energy to the room and a pop of 
colour you can live with.

2. ALL THE MOD-CONS

• Even if you tend toward more traditional tastes, the 
bathroom is often a favourite place to indulge in 
a more modern appeal or transitional charm (the 
best of both worlds). New hardware can completely 
update a space, so switching out the towel bar, robe 
hooks and paper holder to a contemporary style can 
make the whole room feel new and current.

• The modern trend in bathroom design is toward 

the look of furniture over bulky built-ins, like the 
leggy vanities at the Shangri-La Hotel Vancouver. 
You can look to vintage shops for quirky consoles to 
transform into a vanity, or try a floating option (like 
the IKEA Godmorgon cabinet, which I have used 
for several clients) to keep floor space open while 
staying minimalist.

• Similarly, the faucet, often seen as the “jewel” of a 
bathroom, can have big impact on the atmosphere. 
By pairing a simple vanity and sink with one high-
impact fixture, you can make the entire combination 
feel much more expensive, so splurge a little here.

3. CLEAN UP

• For a crisp, clean bathroom vibe, it helps to avoid 
fabrics where possible. Contemporary spaces typically 
use glass panels rather than a shower curtain to open 
the space and give mildew one less place to hide.

• I recommend using a sleek in-window shade rather 
than flowing curtains here to achieve that cosmo-
politan sophistication. You can keep them closed all 
day and still let light filter in.

• Clean, white towels go a long way! Treat yourself to 
a fresh set and hide the well-worn or multi-coloured 
pieces in a linen closet.

4. FINISHING TOUCHES

• Large slab mirrors are popular for opening up small 
bathrooms, however they must be finished well 
to avoid looking too inexpensive. Ideally, a mirror 
should be inset into a tile finish, or framed, so it 
feels like a part of the décor and not just an add-on.

• Don’t forget the importance of layered lighting in the 
bathroom – even a small space should have more 
than a single potlight. Install sconces above or beside 
your mirror(s), or add a table lamp to your counter for 
unexpected character and less shadowing.

• Gold and other warm metals are a big trend in 
interiors, and the trend is not going away any time 
soon. Try a modern shape for accessories (think 
simple and understated) with this warm, traditional 
finish for the ultimate in trendy yet timeless style.  OH

STORY YANIC SIMARD

1. WOOD VANITY: 
Shangri-La Hotel, 
Vancouver 2. WALNUT 
STOOL: Herman Miller 
3. GODMORGON 
FLOATING VANITY: 
IKEA 4. CAPIZ SHELL 
ACCESSORIES: CB2
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BACKSPLASH TILES: Travertine | Carrera Marble | Glass Mosaic | Split-Face

CUSTOM GRANITE, QUARTZ, SOAPSTONE & MARBLE COUNTERTOPS 

View the wonder of granite in person: www.delraygranite.net 
705-652-0651
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LAKESIDE
STYLE

STORY EILEEN ARGYRIS
PHOTOGRAPHY JAY ROBINSON

AAhh, I’m here…When home feels like a 
getaway, you know you have something 
special. “The beauty of this house is the 
lake,” says Alison von Hahn, who – with 
her husband Anatol, their daughters 
Lexie and Katrina, and their rescue 
dog Pretzel – claim this serene lakeside 
dwelling in Cobourg as their own private 
slice of heaven.

The von Hahn home features sharp architectural lines to complement the 
Cape Cod-style exterior, and is set on a modest property in beautiful Cobourg. 
OPPOSITE PAGE, TOP: Perched on a small rise overlooking Lake Ontario, the 
broad view of the lake is the main show and can be taken in from the comfort of 
the living room or fireside on the shore. MIDDLE: A suave combination of new 
and old is presented throughout the home, from historic maps and prints to quaint 
furniture and charming accents. BOTTOM: The cosy solitude of the study is the 
perfect room to curl up with a good read next to the fire on a crisp fall evening.

Enter this airy, high-ceiling enclave and immediately be engulfed by the 
peaceful atmosphere, enhanced by the soothing pastels of the sea-
coloured walls. The entire south exposure is a wall of glass, by Ostaco 
Windows and Doors, bringing Lake Ontario into the rooms, while the 
paint colours (by Sherwin Williams) take the indoors out to the lake. 
The effect is like being inside a water-colour painting.

The entry foyer, with fireplace, comfy wing chairs and baby grand 
piano, is a hospitable introduction to the home. But, sitting in the foyer 
is not the best way to appreciate this house. “We wanted to be able to 
look out and see the lake at all times,” says Alison. And, that is precisely 
what the principal rooms offer.

The great room, in open-concept style, adjoins the foyer and 
kitchen, a dining area and sunroom, and an additional sitting area, 
all furnished in spotless off-white, overlooking the great lake. The 
cathedral ceiling, in creamy white tongue-in-groove panelling, soars to 
18 feet, which sets the mood for enjoying the antics of the gulls winging 
and swooping over the great blue beyond. “When we bought the house, 
the former owner said the lake view changed daily,” and a dubious 
Alison thought, “Oh, sure,” she says. “Now, I know it doesn’t; it changes 
hourly. Sometimes, it looks like the ocean.”

Wicker furnishings in the sunroom are from Raising Cane. 
Furniture and draperies on the front porch are from Urban Loft. 
Slipcovers and other curtains are by Morning Glory Draperies of 
Port Hope. Original artwork is by Sheila Britton and from Katherine 
O’Malley Greer from With All My Art, Cobourg. 

In winter, of course, the outdoor scene can send a chill down 
Continued on page 24
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anyone’s spine. During last winter’s record low temperatures, the 
family was able to walk out over the solid lake ice to great depths. 
So, the great room has a double-faced fireplace, one side warming the 
sitting area and the other making the adjoining dining areas feel toasty. 
Fireplaces were sourced at Friendly Fires in Cobourg. “We like to 
entertain,” says Alison, and dinner parties are made easier by having 
the large formal sunken dining room right off the kitchen, as well as 
another dining space in the sunroom, which also adjoins the great room. 
In addition, guests and family can sit on counter stools at the granite 
counters in the kitchen area. 

Beyond the glass wall are stamped cement patios with relaxing 
chairs, tables and a fire pit, all overlooking the lake.

Kitchen cabinets are by Elmwood Fine Custom Cabinetry, 
supplied through Home Hardware, Cobourg. Gleaming stainless 
steel appliances by Dacor, KitchenAid, Avant Garde and Asko. In the 

Continued on page 26

kitchen, as well as the master bathroom, ceramic tile and floor designs 
are all products of designer Liz Rand, of Peterborough.

Underfoot are gleaming wood floors by Floor Trends, Cobourg. 
The main-floor selection is Mirage Red Oak Vienna. Mirage Maple 
Senora was the choice for the upper floor, while the basement has  
warm and lakeside-appropriate Driftwood laminate.

On the second floor are three bedrooms, including a luxurious master 
retreat, as well as an office and two bathrooms, all with southern exposures 
offering the same dramatic panoramas of the lake as the main floor.

TOP, FAR LEFT: Photos by homeowner Alison von Hahn show off the signs of the 
season in the casual dining room. MIDDLE: Flexible outdoor spaces offer a choice 
to enjoy a fresh beverage under the shade of the back patio or in the sunshine. 
RIGHT: The elegant lines of the cabinetry highlight the robust kitchen, complete 
with sharp stainless fixtures. BOTTOM LEFT: This bright, open-concept home allows 
one room to flow into the other and shows off the clean white décor accented with 
pastel highlights. BELOW: The long throw of the main kitchen counter offers a 
view of the sunken formal dining room set with white-on-white wood paneling and 
colourful original art.
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The master en suite is a getaway in itself, with a deep soaker tub 
with massage jets, a shower with pebble floor, reminiscent of the 
beach, double sinks (no waiting), beautiful views and numerous 
luxurious appointments.

The basement offers two more delightful bedrooms, plus a home 
theatre with audio-visual equipment supplied by Showtime TV & 
Stereo in Cobourg.

 Summers at the house are filled with lakeside pursuits for the 
family such as rowing, sailing, swimming, and evenings by the fire-
pit. Comfort Zone of Cobourg installed the central heating and air 
conditioning for indoor year-round comfort.

The house had existed in another incarnation prior to the von Hahns’s 
ownership. However, it was basically “taken back to the studs,” says Alison.   

Renovations by Stalwood Homes of Cobourg were just 
completed in December 2013. So extensive was the work that Stalwood 
president Al Rose said he had talks with the family as to whether it 
would be more cost-efficient to actually tear down the original house 
and start from scratch. But the decision was made to go with the 
existing structure. 

An additional three layers of rock on the exterior protect the property 
from encroachment by the lake, which has its own habit of grabbing land.

The outside of the house has authentic cedar shakes in an historic 
grey-blue; the front door, in contrast, is painted in a “coral bells” shade. 
Outdoor landscaping was done to Alison’s specifications by Tara 
Tullock, Garden Ideas and Designs Ltd. 

“I just want to pull up in the driveway and think, ‘Ahh, I’m here,’” 
says Alison. She got her wish.  OH

TOP LEFT: This welcoming common room is perfect for the youth of the home for 
vacation getaways or weekend get-togethers. TOP RIGHT: The combination of 
classic contemporary continues in the master bedroom with a pair of designer side-
tables complementing the pastels and patterns of the room. MIDDLE: Designed 
with company in mind, this cosy guest room offers a subtle switch to warm décor. 
LEFT: The master en suite offers luxurious appointments and features a robust 
enclosed shower and natural light that pours in via ceiling skylights.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
A RARE OPPORTUNITY
• ¾   - 1½   acre lots and larger
• Minutes to the 401
• Natural Gas
• Municipal Water
• Walkouts Available
• Hi-speed Cable & Internet

• Stunning Views of 
Northumberland County

• 2,000 sq.� . minimum

2007 - 2014
Best New Home Builder

2007 - 2009 • 2011 - 2013
Best New Home Builder

Voted Northumberland’s Best Builder 
for EIGHT consecutive years!

EastVillage
c o b o u r g

EastVillage
c o b o u r g

44 University Avenue West, Cobourg, Ontario
Phone 905.372.4179           Fax 905.372.7705

info@stalwoodhomes.ca

STALWOODHOMES.CA
44 University Avenue West, Cobourg, Ontario
Phone 905.372.4179           Fax 905.372.7705

Stalwood Homes Head Of�ice

• Complete In-Home Design Services
• Serving Cobourg & Area for  

more than 10 years
• Custom Drapes, Blinds & Furniture
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Enclosure Systems

Serving Canadians since 1979 • 19,000 Applications Across Canada

Toll Free: 800.567.5872   Fax: 800.881.3957
weatherwall@kent.net

www.weatherwallsystems.com or .ca

4 Colours of Frames •

3 Colours of Glazing •

Installation Instructions •

Installation Screws & Accessories •

Available through select retail stores •

“NO GLASS...
BUT A LOT OF 

CLASS”

R.Moore Homes is dedicated to providing the highest level
of customer satisfaction for the last 38 years in Kawartha 

Lakes and Peterborough area. We currently have three 
different segments of new homes to offer.

www.rmoorehomes.com
1-800-267-9491

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
8 Callaghan Road

Lindsay, ON

YEARS

No one knows the value of having everything 

at your fi ngertips better than arthritis sufferer 

Jim Caruk—Master Contractor, HGTV Host and 

Founder of Renos for Heroes. 

EASY ACCESS • INCREASE SPACE • GET ORGANIZED
Save 15% with the healthy homes renovation tax credit for seniors 65+

Gliding Shelf Solutions is a Platinum Sponsor

For a FREE consultation call

1-877-895-9766
Visit us online at www.glidingshelf.ca

Celebrating 5 years 

of custom pull-out 

Canadian shelves.

Avoid Expensive
Renovations!

Retro-Fit your existing cabinets
with Custom Pull-out Shelves

"Now I am able to access 
everything in my cabinets, 
and it was really affordable. 
I should have done it sooner!"



CCrossing east out of the GTA and 
into the Kawartha Lakes region, you 
will find the historic town of Lindsay. 
Taking a tour along the broad sweep 
of Kent Street will introduce you 
to an eclectic mix of stylish shops, 
delicious restaurants and creative 
companies. The historic downtown 
was built around beautiful stretches 
of 19th century buildings featuring 
the lush green space of Victoria Park, 
the regional town hall and a seniors’ 
centre in the old Armoury Building.

PHOTOGRAPHY  JAY ROBINSON

HISTORIC LINDSAY

beauty ANTIQUES ON KENT 

A hearty century-old family chest makes a stylish 
table or blanket box. Complete with brass accents 
and interior storage trays, this solid find at Antiques 
on Kent is a useful accent in any room.
44 Kent St. W, Lindsay
705.328.9133 | www.antiquesonkent.com

storage  HOUGHTON CREEK   

This robust two-piece pantry is perfect for 
the home or cottage. The piece features a 
hand-distressed finish and solid construction. 
Houghton Creek features a wide selection of 
handmade rustic wood furniture. 
138 Kent St. W, Lindsay 
705.328.9586 | www.houghtoncreek.com

original CROW IN WHITE

Styled as a set, or as individual pieces, these three 
ceramic vases are handmade in Portugal. Home 
décor and giftware framed by one-of-a-kind art 
and designs are on display at Crow In White.
130 Kent St. W, Lindsay
705.328.2220 | www.crowhite.com

indulge  KENT FLORIST

Classic Portmerion style is given a twist by the hand of 
Sofie Conran. This three-piece set comes in forget-me-
not blue and pink. More than just flowers, Kent Florist also 
offers clients a unique selection of décor items and gifts.
92 Kent St. W, Lindsay
705.324.7314 | www.kentflorist.net  OH

style KATE & CO.

Made in Canada, this Decor-Rest sofa is hand-upholstered and 
also includes a designer set of down-filled pillows. Offering 
stylish contemporary furnishings with a creative mix of home 
décor items. Kate & Co. offers something for every home.
100 Kent St. W, Lindsay
705.880.5283 | www.kateco.ca

comfort APPLESEED QUILTWORKS

The fine craft of quilting is represented at Appleseed 
Quiltworks. A cosy, handmade quilt might be the 
perfect attaché to the sofa this coming winter. The 
well-organized shop offers advice to clients of all 
experience levels about fabrics, patterns and the 
wide array of quilt-making sundry.
19 William St., Lindsay | 705.324.0385 | www.appleseedquilt.ca
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UNPLUGGED

STORY EILEEN ARGYRIS
PHOTOGRAPHY DONNA GORDON

WWhere is your happy place? This family 
has found a retreat far from ringing 
phones, nattering TV news, nagging 
e-mails or any of the other numerous 
intrusions of the modern world.

ABOVE: Letting the sounds of nature wash away the hustle and bustle 
of city life is an official pastime on the patio overlooking the beautiful 
Chandos Lake. TOP RIGHT: Retreating to “The Tree Fort” screen-
enclosed patio offers the homeowners an outdoor space that is perfect for 
taking in the sunset, sans mosquitoes, or a family breakfast above the lake. 

Tamara and Richard and their two sons, 11 and 13, have found their 
happy place on Lake Chandos in the highly popular, but sparsely 
populated, North Kawartha Lakes region. No phones and no computers 
disturb the peace in their custom year-round cottage, and there is no 
TV, just the soft sounds of the waves lapping against the shore, the 
birds singing, and the occasional motorboat driving by on the lake. 
“When we’re here, we’re unplugged,” says Tamara. “We feel like we 
won the lottery.” 

She and Richard each own their own businesses in Toronto and they 
live in that predictable pressure-cooker atmosphere until they come to 
the cottage, which they try to do as often as possible.

Their favourite spot in their favourite place is a spacious screened-in 
porch they call “The Tree Fort” because of of the way it’s perched on the 
side of the hill overlooking the lake. Looking out, the effect is certainly 
like being in the treetops. The panoramic view offers an ideal place to 
watch the sun rise, or set, over the sparkling waters. While still indoors, 
the couple enjoy the fresh lake breezes that waft in through the three 
exterior walls of windows from Alf Curtis Home Improvements in 
Lindsay. The ceiling beams, Douglas fir, are still redolent of the forest.

Continued on page 34
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Tamara describes how the room looks 
when they entertain, which they love to do. 
Friends from Toronto or neighbours from 
around the lake gather, as candlelight sets 
the windows aglow, the oversize picnic table 
becomes a groaning board of delectables, and 
the sweet-smelling fir becomes a dance floor 
or a karaoke stage. On the adjoining deck, the 
hot tub beckons family and guests.

The cottage was custom built by 
Evergreen Home & Cottage Inc., soon 
to be renamed Gilbert and Burke, and 
designed by Peter Groza of Evergreen Design 
in Port Carling. Cathy Burke was justifiably 
proud to tell OUR HOMES  that the house has 
won three accolades. At the 2013 Kawartha 
Awards of Distinction, it won Best New 
Residential Kitchen and Best New Home 
between 1,600 and 2,500 sq. ft. It also garnered 
the award for Excellence in Custom Design 
for a home under 2,500 sq. ft. from the Simcoe 
County Home Builders Association in 2014.

Although the family loves their “tree fort,” 
the great room and adjoining kitchen are 
also pretty special, as the awards attest. The 
kitchen features countertops of pale leathered 
granite and the entire open-concept kitchen-
cum-great-room, as well as the master retreat, 
have rough-sawn white ash floors, installed on 
site by Revival Flooring.It may look rough, but 
it feels like butter under bare cottage feet.

Friendly Fires of Peterborough installed 
the wood-burning fireplace, which is 
surrounded by cultured stone. The same stone 
adorns an accent wall in the kitchen. And, 
a built-in seating area in a cosy nook by the 
fireplace is a favourite place for the boys to 
curl up and read or take a nap on lazy summer 
afternoons, says Tamara.

Summery furniture in a blue-and-white 
nautical theme completes the mood. Oversize 
patio doors by Jeldwen bring the lake into the 
living space. The treetop deck outside, with its 
tempered glass walls, offers safety along with 
an unobstructed view.

TOP: Curling up on the sofa by the fireplace with 
a good book or playing a rainy day tournament of 
old fashioned board games is part of the intimate 
appeal of this low-tech approach to life at the cottage. 
MIDDLE: Reconnecting with family and friends over 
dinner devoid of attention hogging technology, is a 
refreshing alternative on Chandos Lake. BOTTOM: 
Entertaining is part of cottage life, and the open 
concept of the space allows for a modest group to 
enjoy the hospitality of lake-life while connecting with 
the natural elements.

Texture abounds in the cottage design, which 
is all about natural elements, from the smooth 
leathered-granite counter to the irregular 
stone accents and lusty, rough-sawn flooring.

Continued on page 36
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The master bedroom, also on the main floor, boasts a lofty cottage-
style ceiling and gorgeous, peace-inducing lakescapes. The en suite 
features a beach-flavoured, pebble-floored shower. Above all doors are 
working transom windows to add to the airy atmosphere.

At present, the basement is unfinished to allow the boys 
unobstructed play space to practice their skateboarding 
without restriction.

Family fun consists of conversation, old-fashioned togetherness 
and low-tech board games. And, of course, the lake offers swimming, 
wakeboarding, and paddleboarding. And the surrounding countryside 
is great for hiking in all seasons.

The exterior is maintenance-free with Cape Cod siding and soffit 
and fascia by Stealth, which looks like wood but does not require the 
same degree of maintenance.

Other suppliers include: an architectural roof from Kei-Lin 
Roofing Inc., Lindsay; windows and doors from Alf Curtis Home 

RIGHT: Beauty by 
nature via large 
airy windows 
complements the 
minimal décor of the 
bedrooms. BELOW: 
One of the unique 
designer details of the 
interiors is the working 
transom windows 
above the doors that 
allow for additional 
natural light and air 
flow between rooms. 
BOTTOM: Keep it 
simple is the rule of 
design for all spaces 
in the cottage, where 
less truly is more.

Continued on page 38

SERVING BRIGHTON & AREA SINCE 1968
41 Elizabeth Street, Brighton
613-475-0542

. Carpet . Vinyl . Hardwood . Ceramic Floor & Wall Tile .. Blinds . Free Estimates .

Bring in this ad
and receive

10 % off
all custom made

area rugs.*

We Make
Custom

Area Rugs!

*10% off includes carpet only.
Edging, underpad and labour not included.

YOUR CHOICE OF CARPET FROM 

OUR LARGE SELECTION CAN BE 

CUT AND EDGED TO SIZE.
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Improvements, Lindsay; railings from 
Kawartha Stair & Rails, Lakefield; tile 
flooring from Floor Trends, Lindsay; kitchen 
cabinets from Buchanan Kitchen and 
Bath, Peterborough; paints by Benjamin 
Moore from Scott’s Decorating Centre, 
Lindsay; masonry supplied by Alf Curtis 
Home Improvements and installed by Mark 
Isherwood; heating and cooling  by Brian 
Norris Heating & Air Conditioning, 
Fenelon Falls; plumbing by Foster Kelly’s 
Homestead Plumbing & Heating 
Ltd., Lindsay; Electric, Evergreen 
Power Ltd., Lindsay; hardware, interior 
doors and trim by Monaghan Lumber 
Specialists, Peterborough.

Homeowner Tamara exults, “Working 
with Evergreen (the builder) was great, 
amazing. We only came up (from the city) 
twice during the building process. They took 
care of everything. They made it easy; it was a 
true pleasure and a joy.”  OH

RIGHT: Keeping in line with the design mantra of 
the cottage, the exterior features natural finishes 
and rough stone textures to complement the 
rugged landscape of the lake. BELOW: Above the 
rocky shoreline, the cottage is perfectly situated to 
offer serene views of the lake designed to soothe 
and recharge your soul.

Kitchen Re-Fit Project

www.bobcaygeonmarketplace.ca
54 Anne St., at hwy. 36 just north of theTrent 
Canal bridge, Bobcaygeon 705.300.2196

.

For the THRILL 
          of the HUNT

Bobcaygeon

Antiques l Exclusives l Repurposed Treasures

ca

ANTIQUES 
Repurposed 
Collectibles 

Original Oils and 
Watercolours

Sports Memorabilia
Now with an additional 
2,000 sq.ft. in the barn

OPEN YEAR ROUNDWatch website 
for next Auction

705.738.9090  www.myfav-things.ca 
Visit our store 10 King St. E., Bobcaygeon

open every day - all year

Find out why My Favourite Things is
your prime source for home décor,

gifts and Canadian Art

My Favourite Things

~ SAVE THE DATE ~
NOVEMBER 1st, 2014

for our CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
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OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT >> SOURCE IT
A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  

NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN  
PETERBOROUGH & SURROUNDING AREA

GLIDING SHELF SOLUTIONS
Gliding Shelf Solutions builds and installs custom pull out 

shelving for your existing cabinets. We are a Canadian company 
and just celebrated our 5th year in business. Our pull out 

shelves are built  in Ontario by 
Canadian craftsmen. We take pride 
in the quality of our product and 
our Lifetime Warranty. For clients 
that are looking for increased 
space, accessibi l ity and better 
organization, our product does it all. 
It’s an affordable alternative to an 
expensive renovation.  

For clients that have downsized 
and are looking for additional space, 
we can put 3 pull outs in a cabinet, 
which doubles your usable space. 
Bathrooms have always been short 
on storage – our product can take an 

awkward space and make it usable.   
With the addition of our Basic Line we can work within your 

budget to address your needs.
Our consultations are free, give us a call! 
1.877.895.9766 • www.glidingshelf.ca (Please see ad on page 29)

R. MOORE HOMES 
Since its inception in 1975, R. Moore Homes has been committed 

to offering hands-on professional advice and service to go along 
with the latest in building techniques.

Rick Moore has been involved in the building industry for over 
39 years and is a proud Authorized builder of both Guildcrest 
Homes and Confederation Log Homes. Rick takes great pride in 

being one of the Kawartha 
L a kes  m ost  t r u ste d , 
honest and respected 
builders while also having 
a very hands-on approach 
to every project while 
being accessible to our 
customers throughout 
the construction process.

Our hands-on experience along with over 39 years in the home 
building industry allows us to maintain project cost control while 
still achieving excellence in building. We specialize in complete 
home building projects including lot modifications, demolition of 
existing structures, septic systems, etc…within a 100km radius of 
Lindsay, Ontario.

With many projects on the go; one being Churchdown Mews 
Subdivision, and consists of 37 lots adjacent to the Scugog 
River. This family oriented housing community is a collection 
of bungalows and 2 storey homes with a variety of designs and 
layouts.

R. Moore Homes is committed to offering professional service 
and advice. We’re with you every step of the way, we stand behind 
our work and so do our clients.
Learn more at 1.800.267.9491 
8 Callaghan Road, Lindsay
(Please see ad on page 28)

KRISTY KIFF INTERIOR DESIGN
Born and raised in Port Perry, Kristy 

studied design at the International 
Academy of Design, Toronto. With over 
14 years in the design business, Kristy 
has built a strong team specializing 
in residential  design. She loves 
a challenge and loves that no two 
projects are ever the same. “I have 
such a great respect for each individual 
client and it is such a privilege to be a 
part of each and every design journey!” 

From designing a single room, to a complete home renovation 
project, our team is fully equipped to take your project to the next 
level. Custom kitchens and baths, furniture design and placement, 
lighting, artwork, custom window styling, and accessorizing are just 
a few of the services we provide. With a passion for beautiful things, 
Kristy loves to create timeless and elegantly glamorous spaces using 
vintage pieces, vibrant colours, and lush textures! “I love to re-invent 
pieces in favour of trendy pieces”.

For the DIY designer, we also offer a two-hour in-home 
consultation service! This is a great opportunity for you to capitalize 
on all of the latest styling trends in décor and execute your own 
project without the fees associated with private client services and 
project management. It is your very own personalized crash course 
in styling and design!!! 
905.259.4650 • kristy@kristykiff.com
www.kristykiff.com (Please see ad on page 41)

KEV’S CUSTOM PAINTING
Now celebrating more 

than 15 years in business, 
Kev’s Custom Painting is an 
established premier painting 
and staining contracting 
company serving the greater 
GTA & Cottage Country.  

With a well-earned and 
growing  reputat ion  for 
excellence, the company 
maintains an impressive portfolio of executive home and cottage 
projects, as well as select commercial works that include upscale 
professional law and medical offices. Interior and exterior 
specialities include log and timber homes, new construction, 
renovations, and all types of remodel work.  

With a keen sense of detail and a conscientious work ethic, 
owner-operator Kevin Debnam and his staff approach each client’s 
project with care. Using top quality paints and stains from industry 
leading manufacturers, they masterfully bring spaces and places to 
life in living colour, bringing expert guidance and advice in today’s 
world of infinite choices. Painstakingly preparing any and all 
surfaces prior to coating, coupled with experience and know-how 
in terms of application is the difference between an average job 
done by others and an exceptional job completed by Kev.   

When you desire the best and most professional of painting and 
staining contractors for your project, consider only one choice: 
Kev’s Custom Painting!
Tel: 705.357.1989 • Cell: 289.385.1095 (Please see ad on page 47)

LOCKSIDE TRADING COMPANY - IT’S MORE THAN JUST 
SHOPPING… IT’S A DESTINATION!

3 Time National Award winning retailer Lockside Trading 
Company has been family run since 1987. It is located in the heart 
of the Kawartha Lakes at Young’s Point, right by Lock #27 on the 
Trent Severn Waterway and Highway 28.

We offer 7,000 sq.ft. of shopping with 
our Christmas Open House: November 
7th – December 24th. This includes:

•  A l l  new Winter  &  Chr istmas 
merchandise / clothing / furniture / 
home décor

•  Steamers Café offer ing new 
Christmas specialty drinks and apple 
cider

• Chance to win a Lockside Shopping 
Spree!

• Customer Appreciation Sale
• Black Friday Sale
• Christmas Sales and Specials
• Santa at Lockside & Photos. All proceeds going to a local cause.
But that’s not why more than 100,000 people stop here every 

year! The store is in constant change from furniture and home 
décor to unique giftware and casual clothing, plus everything in 
between. There are always great finds. Lockside also boasts a 
home/cottage/commercial design centre. 

Steamers Café & Ice Cream Parlor is located onsite, serving 
the famous Kawartha Dairy ice cream, specialty drinks, latte, 
cappuccino, and much, much, more! “It’s where friends and family 
meet all year round!”
Visit www.lockside.com for more information  
(Please see ad on page 51)

THE BOBCAYGEON MARKETPLACE 
The Bobcaygeon Marketplace opened in March of this year. 
Individual portals specialize in a range of treasures for the 

serious collector or for those just browsing. It features a selection 
of antiques, collectibles, repurposed 
whimsy, a range of original art and 
prints. You can also find: high quality 
old and refurbished furniture, old 
farm and planting tools, barrels, 
cabinets, glassware, china, books 
and even old records. The list goes 
on and is always changing. 

Delightfully displayed in an 
attractive, clean setting, it inspires 
unique design ideas for the home. 
The Marketplace has now opened 
a second 2,000 sq.ft. barn on the 
same property. 

Open year round.
Located at the intersection of Highway 36 and Anne Street just 
north of the Trent bridge in Bobcaygeon.
54 Anne St., Bobcaygeon
www.BobcaygeonMarketplace.ca • 705.300.2196
(Please see ad on page 39)

Kristy Kiff
Principal Designer

905.259.4650

kristy@kristykiff.com
www.kristykiff.com

Visit our Showroom @ 600 Neal Drive, Peterborough

705.745.9042
www.cabinetree.biz  |  info@cabinetree.biz

Celebrating Over 25 Years as a Local Manufacturer
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BBuilding a home theatre for your family means ticket prices are free and 
you’ll never have noisy neighbours interrupting your viewing pleasure – 
and you can pause movies whenever it’s you who needs a bathroom break 
or snack! 

Sheba Kwan, a professional home theatre designer and owner of 
Red Theory of Toronto, calls home theatres “valued investments” and 
compares them to kitchens and baths. “Hire a professional, because this is 
not a weekend project,” she says.

Ready to skip the lineups at the cinema and bring the big screen 
home? Here’s how to get started:

EARLY PLANNING STAGES
Kwan says the first step in planning a home theatre is establishing its 
purpose. Will it be dedicated to viewing only or will it serve other 
entertaining purposes too? “A dedicated home theatre usually consists of 
dedicated seating in rows for optimal viewing,” says Kwan. On the other 
hand, “A more causal setting would be sofa seating with bistro bar seating 
for additional entertaining.” Once you’ve decided on your style, you can 
work out the size of your theatre.

HOW MUCH SPACE DO YOU NEED?
According to Kwan, home theatres are ideally located in a relatively 
isolated area of the house, so noise elsewhere in the home isn’t disruptive 
(and so movies don’t disrupt people elsewhere in the home!) Basements 
are usually best. She says the size of your theatre will depend on the size 
of your family. “The most common size is a two-tiered, eight-seat theatre 
with aisle spaces on either side,” says Kwan, which is a room about 
22-feet long by 16-feet wide.

THE ESSENTIALS
Regardless of the type of home theatre you’re building, Kwan says you 
should consider all of the following elements for a complete experience: 

•	 Location	(can	noise	and	sound	be	isolated	to	and	from	the	theatre?)

•	 Lighting	(you’ll	ideally	have	a	completely	dark	room)

•	 Sightline,	viewing	angles	and	distance	to	the	screen

•	 Screen	size	and	aspect	ratio	–	depending	on	whether	the	primary	
function	of	the	theatre	is	for	movies,	gaming	or	sporting	events

STORY ADRIENNE BROWN

Going out to the movies can mean 
everything from high ticket prices to 
glowing cell phones and chatty strangers 
talking through crucial scenes. The good 
news is you can create a private viewing 
experience right in your own home!

HOME THEATRE 

6

•	 Audio	and	surround	sound	
placements

•	 Video	and	projection	system

•	 Soundproofing

FLOORING FIRST
Just like your big local theatre, in terms 
of acoustics, carpet is still king, says 
Kwan. “I will always recommend carpet for home theatres. The room can 
look fantastic but poor acoustics will hinder the overall experience.” If 
carpet is not an option for you, Kwan recommends at least including a 
thick-pile area rug in the front of the room, under the screen and near the 
front row seating.

SELECT YOUR SEATING
Your theatre is designed for fun and relaxation, so keep functionality, 
comfort and style in mind when choosing your seats. Kwan says your 
first decision is to choose between manual or motorized seating 
mechanisms. Based on her experience, she highly recommends motorized 
seats because they have a wider range of motion and tend to be “more 
comfortable for all shapes and sizes.” You may also notice you’re choosing 
between incliners and recliners. “Incliners are best suited for theatre 
rooms with limited length while recliners will need additional spacing 
behind them to fully recline,” says Kwan.

HOW TO DECORATE YOUR THEATRE
“Decorating a theatre room can have its challenges,” says Kwan. 
Remember that acoustics are your first priority and always come before 
decorations. “The overall look and feel of a theatre can vary, depending 
on the individual. I always tell my clients that this is the one space in 
your home where you can do something completely different! Something 
outside of the box!” Also remember that when people are in the room, 
they’re likely going to be focused on the screen – not whatever is on 
the walls. Avoid including shiny objects or reflective surfaces that can 
interfere with viewing, and lean towards dark walls and a dark ceiling in 
a low sheen or matte finish paint.

Sit back and enjoy the show!   OH
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Home Audio/Video Distribution & Installation
Outdoor & Indoor Speaker Installation 

Home Theatre Components & Wiring
Satellite TV & Internet • Security • CCTV

888.229.6058
info@chemonghomesolutions.com

www.chemonghomesolutions.com

“Your Invisible Wiring Specialists!”

The expandable multi-room music system.

Wired.
Wireless.
Or both.
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AHow do you choose a professional to help steer 
you through the sometimes rocky shoals of 
Canada’s real estate market? Here are a few 
things to consider.

1. If you’ve already bought or sold a home and 
you were happy with your agent, it makes sense 
to use the same realtor again. If you weren’t 
happy with your previous sale or purchase, 
consider someone new. 

2. Ask around. Family or friends – whose 
judgment you trust – may be able to refer you 
to someone who did a good job for them. 
For most realtors, personal referrals get them 
between 50 and 80 per cent of their clients.

3. Be cautious about engaging a relative 
or friend merely because of their family or 
personal connection to you. If they don’t work 
out, it may jeopardize your relationship. If you 
value that relationship, it may be best to steer 
clear. Pick someone based on their credentials. 
Check agents’ websites for testimonials 
and statistics.

4. Interview several agents. How long have 
they been selling homes? Someone with a 
lot of experience in the local market will have 
more contacts to help sell your home and the 
skills to overcome obstacles that may arise. 
Request and check references. Call a few 
former clients to find out if they were satisfied 
with the service.

5. How much will their services cost? 
Commissions are negotiable. 

6. What will you get for your money? How will 
the realtor or agent sell your home? Where will 

it be advertised and how often? Can the agent 
advise you on how to prepare your home for 
sale? A good agent can tell you what buyers 
are looking for and what improvements can be 
made to get the best price for your home.

7. What is the agent’s average list/sale price 
ratio? That ratio will show how final sale prices 
of homes sold by this agent compare to their 
asking prices. How many homes were listed in 
the past six months and how many sold?

8. Does the agent work in the price range of 
your home? If so, the realtor will likely have 
good contacts for buyers.

9. Before meeting or interviewing an agent, 
reach out by phone and have a conversation, 
suggests Erin Tenhage of HomeFinder. “You 
are looking for an agent who is communicative, 
a good salesperson, experienced and 
dedicated,” she advises. “Watch out for agents 
who don’t listen or take the time to explain 
things clearly to you, or who talk excessively 
about themselves.”

10. Have a look at the listings the agent already 
has on the market. How are the properties 
presented compared to the listings of other 
agents? Are the photos appealing? Do they 
illustrate the properties well? Compare your 
candidates. “You’ve got to feel comfortable 
with the person you’re dealing with and trust 
the knowledge they have when the offer 
comes in,” says award-winning real estate 
agent Fred Aitken.

Choose a professional who best suits your 
needs. Get your agreement in writing.  OH

HOW TO 
CHOOSE  
A REALTOR

STORY  
WALTER FRANCZYK 

ILLUSTRATION  
SHEILA BRITTON

Selling a home 
is the largest 
financial transaction 
of a lifetime for 
many people. 
Approaching such a 
deal with knowledge 
and caution is 
important. Applying 
the expertise of a 
realtor or real estate 
agent is sensible, 
if not essential, for 
most people.
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info@mariannewilson.ca | www.mariannewilson.ca    
REMAX ROUGE RIVER REALTY LTD., BROKERAGE
73 King Avenue West, Newcastle 905.372.2552

each office independently owned and operated

TM

Marianne Wilson,
Sales Representative
Marianne is excited to be with
RE/MAX Rouge River Realty Ltd.!
She has achieved many prestigious 
awards in her career including the 

platinum award in 2009 & 2013 and the Remax Hall of 
Fame award in 2008. Marianne thinks people who live 
in Northumberland County are truly blessed. “We have 
a diverse and loving community that genuinely care 
about each other. It shows in all we have accomplished 
together.”
The Northumberland Board services the towns of Cobourg, Port Hope 
and extends from Newtonville to Brighton and north to Rice Lake.

1573 Moore Drive, Cavan     705.939.1769      www.bridgetanastasia.com

1573 Moore Drive, Cavan    www.bridgetanastasia.com
  705.939.1769

• JIM SHORE  • AYALABAR
 • MARY FRANCES

custom window treatments and blinds
paint colour consulting

your home is my palette...home design at its best

upholstery
custom furniture
custom carpets
distinctive lighting

visit us online at
w w w. a u d l e y i n t e r i o r s . c o m

SARAH AUDLEY
Interior Decorator
905.342.3579

Audley Interiors
NO SANDING

NO STRIPPING
NO PRIMING

heritage lighting
salvage furniture
linens and rugs
hardware
jewelry
clothing
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FFall brings big changes, not only in the weather, but also in our lives – more 
structure, more activity and more commitments. One kitchen tool that I turn to when meals 
suddenly switch from carefree summer light to autumn abundance and hearty is the tagine  
(see sidebar), because of its versatility and the fact that dinner can simmer while I get other 
activities organized.

Be sure to use a flameproof tagine, one that is designed for use directly on the stovetop. You 
can make this recipe using a Dutch oven if you do not have a tagine. Because the vegetables and 
whole chicken are constantly basted with steam using this method, the skin is not crispy, and 
instead, the North African flavours infuse the meat and vegetables for a meltingly delicious dish. 

WHAT IS A 
TAGINE?
The two-piece cooking 

utensil made from clay 

called tagine originated in 

the North African countries 

known as the Maghreb. 

There, roaming tribes of 

indigenous people coped 

with life on the move through 

desert and barren lands and 

they devised a cooking pot 

made from local material that 

could be used in portable 

braziers. The word tagine is 

used for both the cooking 

utensil as well as the type of 

dish, usually a stew that is 

made in the pot. 

Why Use A Tagine?

Foods cooked in a tagine are 

tender and delicious, being 

richly flavoured, usually with 

fruit or Moroccan-spiced 

savoury sauces. The tall, 

tapered lid allows moisture 

and steam to circulate up 

and around the food so it 

steams as it cooks. This moist 

cooking method makes 

it very tender.

lid, reduce heat to low and simmer 
for 30 to 40 minutes or until a digital 
thermometer registers 185° F (85° C) 
when inserted into the centre of both 
thigh and breast. Remove from heat, 
replace lid and let rest for 15 minutes 
before carving. Serve with cooked 
noodles or rice.

• Using a mortar and pestle, crush 
cinnamon into coarse pieces. In a 
spice wok or skillet, toast the spices 
over medium heat until lightly 
coloured and fragrant, about 3 to 
4 minutes. Do not let the spices 
smoke and burn.

• Remove from heat and let cool. Grind 
using a mortar and pestle or spice 
grinder. Store in a dark-coloured glass 
jar in a cool place.  OH

• In the bottom of the tagine, heat oil 
over medium-high heat. Add onion 
and leek and cook, stirring frequently 
for 5 minutes. Add spice blend, garlic, 
mushrooms and cauliflower and cook, 
stirring occasionally for 3 minutes.

• Add chicken to the pan, breast side down. 
Slide it around so that the spices coat the 
skin. Turn chicken breast side up and slide 
it around, moving the vegetables out of 
the way so that the skin is in direct contact 
with the bottom of the pan. 

• Add broth and bring to a boil over 
medium-high heat. Cover with tagine 

MOROCCAN CHICKEN TAGINE 
Makes 4 to 6 servings

3 Tbsp (45 mL) coconut or olive oil

1 onion, coarsely chopped

1 leek, coarsely chopped

1 Tbsp (15 mL) Moroccan spice blend 
(recipe follows, or store-bought)

4 cloves garlic, finely chopped

12 cremini mushrooms, cut in half

½ head cauliflower, cut into pieces

1 whole chicken (3 lb/1.5 kg) 

1 cup (250 mL) chicken broth

MOROCCAN SPICE BLEND 
Makes about ¼ cup (60 ml)

1 piece (2-inch/5 cm) cinnamon

2 Tbsp (30 mL) coriander seeds

1 Tbsp (15 mL) cumin seeds

1 tsp cardamom seeds

5 whole cloves

1 whole star anise

STORY & PHOTOGRAPHY PAT CROCKER

MOROCCAN CHICKENtagine

Moroccan Chicken.indd   2 2014-08-27   5:04 PM

✸ We only use the best paints and stains
✸ Quality is to the highest standard

✸ We take pride in our attention to detail

tel: 705-357-1989
cell: 289-385-1095
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WWinter can test your home 
and your pocketbook. 
After a hard winter we tend 
to discover an ounce of 
preparation in the fall can go 
a long way to reducing costs 
and headaches in the cold. 
We ask industry professionals 
what homeowners should 
do to guard against the cold, 
inside and out this winter. 

PREP 
ORPAY

MATT LOGAN
Owner, Logan Tree Experts, Lakefield

Why is it important to service/inspect your property’s trees? Healthy 
trees not only increase the property value but also provide privacy and help 
save on energy costs. Having your trees regularly inspected and maintained 
also makes them safer and more storm-tolerant, which is important with the 
increase in extreme weather. Trees of all sizes should be inspected since young 
healthy trees grow into mature healthy trees.

How can a homeowner recognize a tree in distress? It is important to have 
a certified arborist inspect your trees regularly. It may be time to call an arborist 
if you see any of the following: dead branches, cracks, seams or holes; you hear  
creaking or popping; your trees are losing leaves during the growing season; your 
tree is late to leaf out, leaves are too small or discoloured; you see mushrooms on 
or around the tree; you find insects in or on the tree or find sawdust around the 
base of the tree. Continued on page 50

JESSICA BARLOW, Associate 
CHRIS HOWES, Owner  
DARRELL DONNELLY, Associate
Howes Your Yard, Port Hope 

What is a typical landscaping challenge homeowners overlook? 
Homeowners should leave a location for snow storage, make sure all irrigation/
waterlines are blown out properly and protect vegetation from winter kill. 

What can homeowners do to their property to prepare for winter? 
Homeowners can prepare their lawns by over seeding and fertilizing. Protect 
vegetation by either mulching or wrapping with burlap sacks. 

Quality Products & Service
Exceptional Value

Authorized Builder of
Guildcrest Modular Homes

Serving Northumberland County Since 1979

North Star Windows
 Mitten Siding & Alum.

Goodfellow, CanExel, 
James Hardie &
Cape Cod siding

Gladstone Entrances
Haas Garage Doors

Eavestrough Machine
Andex Metals

905.352.3800 • Toll Free 1.877.57.GLASS
www.stevensonbuildingproducts.ca

5488 Roseneath Landing Rd, Roseneath, ON

NEVER
PAY

TAXES

LARGE SELECTION
• Lights • Lamps • Shades • Ceiling Fans •

SINCE 1968

613-392-5867 | 16477 Hwy 2 (Between Trenton & Brighton)

Residential & Commercial Contracting

1302 North Bay Drive, Kirkfield, ON
(HWY 48,  4KM WEST OF COBOCONK)

www.hmsdock.com | sales@hmsdock.com

Canadian Made since 1987Canadian Made since 1987

888-HMS-DOCK
(888-467-3625)

DOCKS • BOAT LIFTS • ACCESSORIES
DOCK HARDWARE • MARINE RAILWAYS 

Insured. Certified. Professional.
705.652.6916 | logantreeexperts.com
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CHERYL HEALEY, General Manager 

ANDREW LIPSCOMBE, Sales 
Water World Home & Leisure Centre, Peterborough

What is a common pre-winter maintenance issue for pool owners?  
The most overlooked item is pool water chemistry while sitting over the 
winter. Remembering to raise the alkalinity of the inevitable standing water 
protects the pool liner over the winter. Adding the proper chemicals prior to 
closing and covering the pool with a tarp or safety cover will help improve the 
performance of the pool liner.

Why is an outdoor hot tub great in the winter? The winter season is 
a fantastic time to use your outdoor spa. Nothing is better than having a 
morning soak with a cup of coffee with the snow gently falling or soaking 
on a crisp winter night. Many clients report they sleep great after a cold 
weather hot tub soak.

BRIAN GILBERT, RANDY BURKE,  
CATHY BURKE
Partners, Evergreen Home & Cottage Inc., Lindsay

What can a homeowner design into homes that have no heat over 
winter? Preparation for winter starts with the design and construction of 
the building. If there will be no heat over the winter, take care with what 
you choose for finishes and pick a low-maintenance exterior finish, to help 
defend against the winter weather. If you need to drain the water system at 
the end of every season, plan a spot for an accessible shutoff valve to make 
this maintenance task easier.

What are some exterior considerations new cottage owners might 
consider before winter sets in? Be ready for snow on your roof – and 
plan to remove it. Also, anticipate critters; seal up every place of entry into 
the home. Seal where a pipe or wire enters the building. Use tin covers, or 
steel wool can work in a pinch.  OH

RICK BLACK, Associate

GLEN STEVENSON, Owner 

ROB STEVENSON, Associate
Stevenson Building Products, Roseneath 

What overall heating impact does a good main-door seal have on a 
home in winter? The door is generally the biggest opening to your home. 
Maintaining a tight seal on all sides of the door with the door jamb will 
ensure you spend less. The better the seal, the less heat loss in the winter 
and cool air in the summer means more money in your wallet. 

What indicators should prompt a homeowner to upgrade windows 
and doors? Often homeowners see fogged thermo panes and this is a key 
indication of a window past its prime. A good seal prevents heat loss in the 
winter and cool-air loss in the summer, leaving more money in your wallet. 
Often the leak is seen best in winter months so make note for a spring 
replacement.

LocksideTC_Fall14.indd   1 2014-10-08   10:23 AM
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FFor decades, magnets have been a 
favourite accessory for the fridge, 
holding up kids’ photos, artwork and 
to-do lists. Make your own magnets 
with decorative papers, book text 
and glass tiles for a fun, custom 
design of the old magnetic standby. 

HOW TO:

• Place glass tile over text or image selected, trace around tile 
and cut out.

• Brush a thin coat of Modge Podge® on the front side of your 
page clipping.

• Firmly press glass tile to front of page clipping.

• Run squeegee over back to remove air bubbles and excess 
Modge Podge®.

• Brush another thin coat over back of page clipping once it is 
attached to the tile.

• Let dry upside down for a few hours.

• Using heavy duty adhesive, attach magnet to backside of 
finished tile and let dry according to adhesive instructions.  OH

MATERIALS:

Pages of text, pictures from books or scrapbook paper

Small glass tiles of any shape

Paint brush

Modge Podge®

Strong magnets

Heavy duty adhesive

Pen or pencil

Scissors

Small squeegee (we used an old gift card)

STORY AND PHOTOS TARA CHATTELL

TIP: If you’d like to add a bit of colour to your text clippings, 
you can do a colour wash by adding water to a drop of craft 
paint and brushing it over the clipping. This may take some 
experimentation to achieve the desired look.

charmMAGNETIC

1

2

3
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PETERBOROUGH APPLIANCES

       

Your one-stop Appliance Superstore
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