
S U M M E R  2 0 1 0

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/peterborough

plus
HOT STYLE PICKS  

& BOBCAYGEON’S
      ONE STOP SHOP

COTTAGE LIVING
IN APSLEY

building memories
IN COBOURG

2 HOMES WITH
SUMMER STYLE 



Quality of life begins at

From outdoor kitchen to living room and relaxation zones, think 

of your outdoor space as extra square footage that creates 

a new multi-functional area for you, your family and friends. 

1525 Chemong Rd., Peterborough

705 876 9707
www.rovapatio.com

Mon - Fri 10am - 5:30 pm
Sat 10am - 4pm

Relax, dine and entertain in style

Bistro Sets 
Replacement Cushions 
Umbrellas 
Lounges 
Sun Shelters 
Patio Furniture 
Retractable Awnings 
Hammocks 
Outdoor Blinds 
Outdoor Heaters
BBQ Shelters
Gazebos
Fresh Demineralized 
Bottled Water Refill Stations
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Talk to an Expert

2512 Chemong Road North
RR#1 Peterborough, Ontario

Canada, K9J 6X2

Telephone: 705-292-9565 | Toll Free: 800-749-0798
Email: info@whelansflooring.com  

www.whelansflooring.com

Area Rugs  |  Laminate  |  Ceramic Tile  |  Linoleum  |  Carpet  |  Hardwood



379 Water St., Peterborough, ON 
705-743-0441

Kawartha’s Oldest 

Family Owned & 

Operated Hearth 

Store – since 1976.

We offer complete  
design, sales, installation, 

full finish & service

Visit our 2 locations and 
enjoy our outdoor patio 
and garden gifts, BBQs, 
playgrounds and eclectic 
fair trade gifts & clothing

2102 Nathaway Dr.
Young’s Point, ON

705-652-5055

Hours of Operation: 

Monday Closed

Tues-Sat 10:00am – 5:00pm 

Sun 11:00am - 4:00pm

379 Water St.
Peterborough, ON 

705-743-0441

Hours of Operation:

Monday Closed 

Tues-Fri 9:30am – 5:00pm

Sat 10:00am – 4:00pm
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The hearth has long been considered an integral part of a home, often its central 
or most important feature: its Latin name is focus. It adds warmth and light and 
draws people near, making a house a home. Since 1976, we have been helping 
turn houses into homes with our wide variety of wood, gas, pellet and propane 
stoves and fireplaces. Let us warm your heart and your home!
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SSUMMERTIME L IGHT IS 
SPECIAL LIGHT.  There are so 
many types we need to develop a 
vocabulary that captures what we 
mean. There’s the soft light of 6 
a.m., when you wake with cautious 
excitement and ask, what kind of 
day will this be? Is the lake calm 
enough for a pre-breakfast dip? Will 
the mist hovering over the yard be 
gone by 9 a.m.? There’s the sound of 
a motorboat off in the distance. Someone’s out trolling for fish.

There’s the dazzling mid-morning sun when the kids are all high energy in the 
water, neighbours out walking wave and you decide to make the run for groceries 
and supplies now before the real heat kicks in. There’s the mad-dog, noon-day light 
when people seek shade under trees, on the cool side of the dock or in a gazebo – its 
soft interior light refreshing as you munch a sandwich or fresh fruit.

The afternoon light stretches out, like a year of time, full of possibility: 
the summer novel, fishing, collecting rocks, siestas, maybe a trip for ice 
cream – and the kids just want to swim.

The 5 p.m. light has its own energy – time to think about what to barbecue 
and who may be dropping by for Happy Hour. Will we eat outdoors or in? As 
evening sets in, everyone looks westward, trying to read the sky for omens of 
tomorrow’s weather. The brilliant sunset sky fades and the first stars of the 
night twinkle; the kids make not-so-subtle wishes. 

In the summer darkness, there’s still lots of light: the glow of faces 
reflected in a bonfire, the moon reflecting off water creating the illusion of 
fairies dancing just for you, someone’s flashlight stumbling along a pathway, 
subtle lights from a boat out for a slow shoreline cruise.

The Chandos Lake cottage of Alan and Alison Bird is alive with summer’s 
lights and delights. In the three years they’ve been in their new family cottage 
in the Kawartha Lakes, they’ve established a lasting friendship with their 
builder, Neal Brinkman and two of his sons, Mark and Dave. Last winter, 
when Neal dropped by the cottage, he discovered the pipes were within 
minutes of freezing after the propane pump had turned itself off! Catastrophe 
averted. “I think we used just about every local tradesperson in Apsley” 
to build the cottage, Bird says. “It has paid dividends.” Read about their 
adventures in establishing a year-round cottage on page 18.

For newly relocated retirees Linda and Larry Freeman, the “new 
urbanism” retirement community of New Amherst is an ongoing delight. 
They’re putting down roots in Cobourg, revelling in their surroundings and 
the opportunities to develop social interests. The personal and professional 
combine in the services they’ve received and it means a great deal to the 
Freemans. They’ll tell you about it on page 34.

Light plays a very significant role in all Mark and Corinne Jenden-Selway 
do at Lairds, the award-winning Bobcaygeon custom design, sourcing and 
retail business, opened in 2006. They pursue style and fine design both in their 
seasonal retail store (May though December) and their year-round consulting 
and home visitation businesses. They have a unique, fresh approach built on 
quality at competitive pricing. Turn to page 28 for your introduction.

Enjoy your summer! Celebrate the light! Don’t worry if you get a rainy 
day – the kids will still want to go swimming.

Mandy Martin, Managing Editor
mandy@ourhomesmagazine.com

Royal_OH_June 30_2010

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 1:08:37 PM
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at the family cottage.
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Exceptional. Affordable.

Bring in a copy of this ad to receive
your FREE 168-page plan book.

Visit us and discover a better way to build.

Offer expires October 15, 2010.

For the location nearest you, call 888-546-9663 or visit linwoodhomes.com

Homes_ad_full_page_July.qxp:Linwood_Homes_ad_1page.qxp  6/24/10  11:16 AM  Page 1
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Dear Stephanie, 
I love spending summer on my deck, relaxing on my patio furniture, 

but my cushions have to be brought in from the rain. What are my options 
for carefree cushions? Can I treat my existing ones or do I have to buy 
new ones? 

– Sam 

Stephanie Redmond replies: 
Carefree is a matter of opinion! If your cushions are made of mildew-

resistant poly/foam interiors and covered with mildew and fade resistant 
fabric you don’t have to bring them in. Sunbrella fabric is the most common 

outdoor fabric. It’s stain 
resistant, UV-coated and 
definitely carefree. However, 
water will still penetrate the 
interior cushion in a storm. If 
they do get wet, prop them 
up sideways in the morning. 
They drain more easily that 
way and will be dry when you 
get home from work. 

If you’re looking for alternatives, consider ample-sized teak benches 
with wide slats. These can be comfy without cushions and teak does not 
require any maintenance at all. This is a truly carefree solution!

 
Dear Stephanie,

I would like to try creating an accent wall in my living room. Is there 
a formula? Should I choose a wall the furniture points toward, or one in a 
less visible location, like behind the couch. 

– Marcy 

Stephanie Redmond replies: 
When it comes to design, creativity is your formula. Go with your 

instincts. Do you have a wall that you’re not quite sure what to do with? 
Then that’s the wall! An accent wall is a very effective way to create change 
in a room that needs a little updating. 

HERE ARE SOME IDEAS FOR ACCENT WALLS:

1. HOT TREND! WALLPAPER: Paper one wall to add interest with texture 
and pattern. The end result will depend on your paper choice, of course; 
sophisticated, bold, romantic, trendy. Your options are endless. This 
works very well as a backdrop.

2. PHOTOS: Photos are a conversation piece and add a personal touch to 
your space, giving your guests (and you) something to enjoy and learn 
from. Arrange a dozen or so photos in similar frames of various shapes and 
sizes. This works well as a sidewall that you can look at up close. 

3. COLOUR: Paint one wall in a contrasting tone. This is a cheap and 
cheerful way to add character to a room and serves as a great focal point.

Dear Stephanie, 
 We have a wall-to-wall, floor-to-ceiling fireplace in our family room. 

I have tried many combinations (we have been in our house 36 years) but 
never felt satisfied with the outcome. My question is how to decorate 
the fireplace.

– Beverley

Stephanie Redmond replies:
I can see that this has been a long battle! Your space is small and is 

overwhelmed by the stone on this wall-to-wall fireplace. Let’s get rid of it.
I suggest doing one of two things, both involving drywall. 

MINI BUDGET
1. Drywall the upper section of stone, leaving the wall-to-wall mantel and 
everything below. Hang a painting or mirror that is larger in scale than the 
one that is currently hanging and use fat pillar candles instead of tapered 
candles (they are too thin for the stone and out of scale). This will minimize 
the heavy stone and allow your living room to finally have four walls. 

MEDIUM BUDGET
2. Completely eliminate the existing mantel and drywall from the ceiling 
to the floor, leaving the raised wall-to-wall hearth exposed. You will 
have to create a fireplace surround. Use a simple stone (limestone) 
to match your raised hearth. Make this very simple, square and non-
decorative (approximately eight inches wide on all sides and four inches 
deep). It has to be chunky enough to balance the heavy fireplace. To 
decorate, stack some logs on the hearth in a low basket and again, hang a  
painting above. 

The existing stone wall is too heavy and has too much texture for the 
room. Either of these solutions will have you finally breathing a sigh of 
relief. Good luck!  OH

a d v i c e

Before

De s igne r  S t ephan i e  Redmond  an swe r s  yo u r  qu e s t i o n s .
If you need help, send your questions to stephanie@ourhomesmagazine.com 

100% RECYCLED 
PLASTIC PRODUCTS

www.taylorsplastic.com

Tel: 1.877.939.6072 or 705.939.6072
HWY 28, JUST 5 MINUTES SOUTH OF KAWARTHA DOWNS

Made from 100% recycled plastic, the furniture is both UV resistant and maintenance free, so there’s no storage 
necessary in inclement weather. Taylors is committed to providing environmentally friendly, quality products that 

provide consumers with an affordable, alternative to wood, concrete or metal.

• Maintenance-free!
• Chairs, tables, benches & more
• Plastic lumber & plastic sheeting
• Over 14 colours available
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C
“I am never weary with strolling about, climbing the hills in every 

direction, to catch some new prospect, or gather some new flowers…”   
– Catherine Parr Traill, The Backwoods of Canada, 1846

Capture the colour and comforts of summer living – indoors and out – with favourite 
finds from around our area. PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  CHAD  M I LLER

SPIRIT OF THE FIRE
(1) Freestanding Hammock
Summer dreams await in this 
Hatteras freestanding hammock at 
Kawartha’s oldest family-operated 
hearth store.
2102 Nathaway Dr.
Young’s Point
705.652.5055
and
Alternative Enterprises
379 Water St.
Peterborough 
705.743.0441
www.alternativeenterprises.ca

ROVA’S PATIO FURNITURE 
AND RETRACTABLE AWNINGS
(2) Market Umbrellas
Create custom shades for summer by 
Gartech in the latest colour trends and 
outdoor fabrics. Comes with optional 
interior lighting and cantilever frames  
in a variety of finishes.
1525 Chemong Rd.
Peterborough
705.876.9707
www.rovapatio.com

1

2
Continued on page 16

Custom gliding shelves 
for your existing cabinets

For a free consultation call 

1-877-895-9766 
www.glidingshelf.ca

• Double the space
• Easy access
• Better organization

Gliding Shelf Solutions Inc.
make space, make life beautiful.

Custom gliding shelves Custom gliding shelves Custom gliding shelves 

Never re-roof again. NEVER.
Own a roof that pays for itself. Save up to 40% on air conditioning costs.
Improve and maintain your property value for decades.
Enjoy improved comfort. Your home will be cooler in the summer.
Double protection with a Lifetime Warranty and extreme wind resistance.
Thousands of satisfied customers across North America.

The Interlock  
Roof meets the  
most rigourous  
tests of environmental responsibility.
Made from up to 95% recycled material  
our lifetime roofing products are  
environmentally sustainable.  
Interlock is an Energy Star® Partner.

Owning a Interlock Roof
	 •	ends	the	cycle	of	landfill	waste.
	 •	lessens	the	dependency	on	our	natural	resources.
	 •	lessens	pollution	in	your	area.
	 •	saves	you	money.

GREEN ROOFING
Finally, a roof that  
looks good, 
lasts a lifetime, 
and protects 
the environment.

Call Ron Aqwa today for a quote.

1-866-887-7713
ontgreenroofing.com

INTERLOCK SLATE ROOFING

Available roof styles:
Slate • Shingle • Shake • Tile 

• Standing Seam • Membrane
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TUGG’S FURNITURE GALLERY
(7) Red Leather Club Chair
Slip into something cool this summer with 
an Art Deco-inspired, Canadian-made red 
leather club chair by Superstyle.
86 King St. W.
Cobourg
905.372.9224
www.tuggsfurniture.com  OH

KENNETH BELL,  
KING OF GLITZ
(6a) Custom Designed Necklace
Catch and keep the sparkle 
of summer with a Kenneth 
Bell original design from 
his exclusive European 
collection for fall 2010-11, 
always lead and nickel-free.
(6b) Computer Tote
A luxury tote for your  
laptop features an 
extendible handle and 
wheels to roll with the good 
times. Fun and functional.
20 Walton St.
Port Hope
905.885.4187
and 
Bling on King
12 King St. E., Cobourg
905.372.3721
kingofglitz@sympatico.ca

WALSH MOUNTAIN  
IRONWORKS INC. 
(5) Iron Bench
Handmade from recycled iron, this bench 
designed by Greg Walsh is a lasting, 
comfortable and aesthetically pleasing 
addition for both public and private spaces.
18 Ontario St.
Port Hope
905.885.9983
1.877.285.1932
www.walshmountain.com

END OF THE THREAD 
(4) Antique Hutch
Display your treasures and stow your 
memories in a mid-19th century  
European primitive hutch and cabinet.
15 Main St.
Brighton
613.475.4366
www.endofthethread.com

CHEEKY BEE GALLERY AND FINE CRAFTS
(3) Copper Wire Tree
Five varieties of trees — birch, oak, willow, maple and 
Japanese maple — created from handspun copper wire 
by artist Rob Haggerty are exclusively available in North 
America in four sizes at this gallery.
23 Main St.
Warkworth
705.924.9330
www.cheekybee.com

3

4

5

7

6b

6a
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Months and seasons measure life at the cottage. But, the life of 
Alan and Alison Bird’s Chandos Lake cottage will be measured 
in decades.

THE COTTAGE THAT
           PAYS dividends

BY  MANDY  MART IN  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Continued on page 20

The 2,600 sq. ft. timberframe custom 
cottage of Alan and Alison Bird is 

reflected in the still summer morning 
water of Chandos Lake near Apsley.

TOP RIGHT: Through the cathedral 
windows of the family room, dusk  

settles over the lake.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Double doors of Douglas 
fir welcome those who arrive by road.

BELOW: A sure sign of cottage country: 
family directional signs are posted at 

access road intersections.
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T
Their 2,600 sq. ft. timberframe custom cottage exudes comfort and 

strength. The cathedral-like windows along the 30-foot-high, 40-foot 
frontage soak in the lakefront view, pulling it into the interior where 
the sweet smell and lustre of wood is creating its own patina – like the 
family within.

When Alan and Alison purchased their family cottage in 2001, they 
planned a two-storey addition. Determined to use local trades, Alan did 
his research. Among his several meetings with builders, he visited homes 
and cottages constructed by Brinkman Construction of Apsley and was 
awed by the post and beam work of father Neal Brinkman and sons Mark 
and Dave. Their projects are designed to last centuries.

“When the original framing couldn’t support the addition, we decided 
to demolish the old cottage,” Alan says. “Neal and I sat down and designed 
this cottage from scratch. At the beginning, it was just going to be a 
seasonal cottage, but then decided the investment would be better served 
if we could use it year-round. We had to build on the same footprint as 
the old cottage, not an inch wider at the waterfront. Neal actually built a 
scale model that would provide us a better idea of what it would look like 
at completion. The engineers then reviewed it and approved the design. At 
that point we had to apply and receive approval for a minor variance from 

the municipality due to the addition of a second floor with the cottage 
being so close to the water.”

Construction began in earnest in 2006. It required meticulous 
planning and preparation. Twenty-two-foot spans of B.C. Douglas fir 
were hand-placed on end, then 10-by-10-inch planks placed and braced 
by tenon to create the roof lines, walls and floors. Each beam was finished 
with a hand application of beeswax, linseed and lemon oils. 

The finished family room is the natural centre of the cottage. In the 
30-foot-high ceiling, accent lights are nested in the timbers, a feature 
that particularly delights Alan: “ I do enjoy sitting back and looking 
up at the cathedral ceilings. It makes you really appreciate their (the 
Brinkmans’) craftsmanship.” On the left wall of the room is a fireplace 
with floor-to-ceiling cultured stone from Friendly Fires of Peterborough 
and Cobourg. Horst Masonry and Sons  of Bancroft installed  
the stonework. 

“As a construction company, they far exceeded my expectations. 
Ultimately they took on the job as general contractor,” Alan says of the 
Brinkmans. “It was really a team approach. They suggested some great 
alternatives from their years of experience with this style of building. Their 
suggestions proved to be right in almost every situation.”

All-season comfort is an important  
aspect of Bird family cottage life.

TOP RIGHT: The dinng room off the  
kitchen to the right is also open to  
the two-storey-high family room.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Builders Neal Brinkman  
and son Mark drop by for a visit.

BOTTOM LEFT: Twenty-two-foot Douglas 
fir beams anchor the post and beam 
construction, visible from the ground floor 
family room and upper floor bedrooms.

Continued on page 22
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Wherever possible, local trades were incorporated in the project. “If 
you’re going to live in a community, you should work with local people,” 
Alan says. “I believed it would pay dividends down the road, and it has. 
In fact, I would also tell you their quality exceeded anything I could have 
imported from Toronto.”

Chandos Plumbing and Koehler Electric, both of Apsley, met with 
the Brinkmans and Birds to create the best possible outcomes. 

Electrical wiring and plumbing was carefully planned and installed. 
The ground floor propane-fired radiant heat under one-foot by eight-inch 
wide stained Douglas fir flooring was installed by Henry Levesque 
Heating and Cooling of Apsley. The floor and fireplace are the main 
heat sources.

All the plumbing is contained within one quadrant at the back of the 
house for the main floor kitchen, bathroom, laundry room and the upper 
floor bathroom, with the capability of adding an en suite bathroom off the 
upstairs master bedroom at a later date.

The house features four bedrooms – one guest room downstairs to one 
side of the main foyer next to the home office and three bedrooms up the 
open stairway, “so you can view the lake as you enter the cottage,” Alan 
says. QuietRock soundproof drywall was used for all walls facing the 
two-storey-high open family room. The master bedroom upstairs extends 
the width of the house from front to back, the high, exposed timbers 
and cathedral windows allowing a tree top view with an abundance  
of sunlight. Continued on page 24

Oblong stonework on the walls 
brightens the cottage kitchen.

BELOW: Alan grills on one of 
the three sides of the verandah 

surrounding the cottage.

www.tjcavanaghltd.com

270 Charlotte Street Peterborough ON, K9J 2V4
Telephone: (705) 743-3075

T.J. Cavanagh Ltd.
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Loewen Windows, a Canadian company proudly using Douglas 
fir, are featured throughout the home. All interior doors, again, made  
of Douglas fir by the family-owned Madawaska Doors of Barry’s Bay,  
were used. 

Donia’s TIM-BR Mart Hardware of Apsley was sourced for exterior 
second-floor siding.

 Alison took care of the interior decorating and finishing when Alan 
was involved with the sale of his technology business in 2007. 

Walden’s Kitchen Centre of Peterborough ensured there was lots of 
counter and cabinet space, forming an L-shaped work area incorporating 
all the appliances. Mark Brinkman built a large, wooden island topped 
with a thick wooden butcher block that serves as additional eating, work 
and storage space, including what Alan calls “the best appliances at a 
cottage – the wine cooler and compacter.”

To brighten the kitchen, the Birds installed panelling of small, oblong 
pieces of stone on the side and back walls. Darker marble was used for 
the kitchen countertops. 

In the front door foyer and both bathrooms, tile flooring, showers 

and accent marble countertops were sourced from Turco Tile Limited 
of Peterborough.

Alison has found furniture and décor items at Lockside Trading Co. 
in Young’s Point and Stoney Lake Furniture in Lakefield. The L-shaped 
distressed leather sofa came from Restoration Hardware in Toronto.

 With the front shoreline mere footsteps from the cottage’s front and 
side decks, AMTech landscaping of Apsley worked closely with the Birds 
and other tradespeople on site to complete a casual but solid and finished 
shoreline treatment.

“Cottages keep families together,” Alan says. “The kids keep wanting 
to come back, even as they get older.” From the first of July through 
the Labour Day weekend, wife Alison will be full-time at the cottage. 
Daughters Kristin, 20, Lexi, 16, and Lauren, 14, will also centre their 
summer lives at the lake while Alan comes and goes on business.

“It’s been a great collaboration,” Alan says of his relationship with 
Neal, Mark and Dave Brinkman. “We’ve become very good friends.” The 
Brinkmans agree.

The dividends just keep coming. OH

Sunlight sterams through a cathedral 
window in the open master bedroom 
on the second floor.

TOP RIGHT: Practical and 
accommodating, the second-floor 
bathroom combines quality  
with comfort.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Bunk beds with a 
view promise sound sleeping beneath 
the warm timbers of the cottage.

2129 Davis Rd., Peterborough
Southwest of Lansdowne St., W. & Hwy. 7A

705.742.9353   1.800.354.3195
www.monaghanlumber.com

Moulding • Doors • Hardwood & Pine Flooring
 Pine Lumber • Hardwood Lumber • Plywoods

Western Cedar • Stains & Paint • Tile

The Kawarthas best selection & prices in:

n No cost / no obligation in-home measure and consultation n
n Professional design that incorporates your ideas and lifestyle n

n 3D colour renderings of the design before any construction begins n
n Personalized service that includes on-site layout of electrical and plumbing n

n Will work with your tradespeople or will use our licensed reputable tradespeople n

1837 Lansdowne St W Peterborough ON
705.743.8945 n www.buchanankitchen.com

Quality   Integrity  Value

Buchanan Kitchen and Bath
Since 1993B

Custom Homes
Handcrafted Timberframes

Neal: 705-656-2089  |  Mark: 705-868-5053

BRINKMAN
CONSTRUCTION
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one
store
for
your
perfect
floor

7963 COUNTY RD 2
COBOURG

905.372.3331
800.265.6871

A great Selection of
Floor Coverings & Window Treatments

at AFFORDABLE PRICES!

WWW.DICKSONCARPETONE.CA

Residential
Commercial
& Industrial

Service

Open the Door to Energy Efficiency

Established in 1986, Robinson Contracting (Lindsay) Ltd. is a family-owned 
General Contracting Company providing quality residential, commercial 
& industrial construction & renovations. We specialize in energy-effi cient 
custom homes, cottages and additions. We offer professional workmanship, 
excellent customer service & a high level of product knowledge.

1-705-328-1092 Offi ce

1-888-328-1092 Toll Free

www.robinsoncontracting.ca

8 Thompson Rd, Sunderland ON

>>1.888.333.9963<< 
www.ontarioicfsupply.com

E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N T  > >  E N V I R O N M E N T A L L Y  F R I E N D L Y
S O U N D  R E S I S T A N T  > >  F I R E  R E S I S T A N T  > >  S U P E R I O R  S T R E N G T H

S U P P L I E R  O F  I N S U L A T E D  C O N C R E T E  F O R M S ,  E P S  F O A M  S H E E T S  &  A C C E S S O R I E S

Look for our next issue
coming in the fall

Custom Excavation
Natural Stone Landscape:   
  Rock Walls, Steps, Decorative Stone
Shore line Restoration
Haulage: Sand, Gravel, Top Soil       
  & Limestone Products

Licensed Septic Installation
Road Building & Maintenance
Controlled Rock Blasting & 
Removal
Hydro Pole Installation

o/o Anthony McGinn              www.am-tech.ca

TECH
705-656-8485

anthony@am-tech.ca

QUALITY AT ITS BEST!



Bobcaygeon and the Travel Plus agency in Lindsay. 

WHAT’S HOT: Quality, custom-made hand-crafted furniture is both 

beautiful and functional. Colourful accent cushions come in a vast 

variety of patterns and material. There is an exceptional range of 

fabrics, plus lighting and accessory options, including the Levelor, 

Robert Allen, Kravet, Joanne Fabrics and Romo brands. “If we don’t 

stock it, we’ll find it. If we can’t find it, we’ll get it made,” Mark says.

SEASONAL: “We do mostly custom interior design work year-

round with the store as a seasonal service from May through 

December when the store is open seven days a week,” says 

Corinne. “Of course, we are always available year-round for home 

visits and in-store consultations by appointment.”

FAVOURITES: Hand-crafted wooden coffee tables feature 

three-dimensional maps of either Sturgeon or Pigeon Lakes. 

You can add the location of your home or cottage! The lake 

motif is also available on clocks, paddles or as a framed 

wallhanging. “We are capable of doing any lake in the same  

treatments,” adds Mark.

WHERE: 60 Main St., Bobcaygeon

705.738.6724, www.lairdsinteriors.com  OH

THE PLACE:  Style starts at Lairds, the award-winning 

Bobcaygeon custom design, sourcing and retail business 

opened in 2006 by Mark and Corinne Jenden-Selway. After 

vacationing in the Lakefield area for over five years, this English 

couple and their two children felt the call to relocate to Canada. 

“We decided to combine our talents,” says Mark, who comes 

from the financial world. Corinne is a professional interior 

decorator. Excited by an antique barn on their new property, they 

stripped it, creating a two-storey retail showplace for custom-

made furniture, soft furnishings, lighting, designer fabrics, 

original artwork, custom-made blinds and drapes and interior  

decorating services.

THE STYLE: Service is friendly, relaxed and professional. Better 

yet, Lairds offers in-home consultations. From cottage-style to 

sophisticated, modern treatments and items, the Jenden-Selways 

delight in sourcing quality furniture, fabrics, home décor and 

unique designs for their year-round clientele, many with second 

homes in the area, retirees, or, like themselves, ardent relocators 

establishing new lifestyles. They do commercial makeovers, 

too — colours, lighting, furniture — including the Village Spa in 

SHOPPING SHOWPIECE
BY  MANDY  MART IN  //  PHOTOGRAPH  BY  CHAD  M I LLER
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Doug is very pleased to welcome Bob Wilson to the 
GPI inspection team. Bob has completed GPI’s 
professional training program and is equipped with 
the knowledge and experience to deliver all of your 
inspection needs.

Serving Peterborough, Cobourg, Port Hope,
Kawartha Lakes, North Kawartha and area

• Residential, commercial, WETT inspections
• Infrared scans
• Easy-to-read, computer generated reports
  with photos and detailed summary delivered
  the same day
• Inspecting full-time and at your convenience,
  including weekends
• Full-time customer service and support — call
  our office anytime

Doug Kendall
Owner / Inspector

National Certificate
#NCA00313

Fully Insured / Bonded

Phone: (705) 743-1737 • Toll free: (888) 743-1737
gpi.kendall@cogeco.ca / gpi.wilson@eastlink.ca

Website: gpiweb.ca/kendall

Doug Kendall Property Services Inc.

Before you buy, be sure — Call GPI

Canada’s Premier Inspection Service

  www.hickorylanekitchens.com

705 742 7782

Showroom:
280 Perry St., Unit 9
Peterborough

Monday - Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday by appointment info@hickorylanekitchens.com

accessories •  architectural detai l •  kitchens • vanities •  wal l units

Home & Cottage Renovation
Log Home Restoration

1-877-217-9777
705-657-9777

www.spotlighthomeandlifestyle.com
Serving Peterborough, the Kawartha Lakes & Durham region since 1999

3463 Juniper Point Rd RR4 Lakefield, ON
705 768 1395 • www.cornerstonelandscaping.ca

We offer award winning services and designs, construction, and consultation. Enjoy a hassle free, reliable 
execution of work completed in a professional and courteous manner. Having focus, commitment and desire 
we create a trusting experience our customers seek when undertaking a landscaping project. It is through our 
valued clients that we are able to define our success in the past, and our goals for the future.

I N t E R L O c K I N g  B R I c K  •  R E t a I N I N g  W a L L S  •  W a t E R  F E a t u R E S  •  F E a t u R E  g a R D E N S  &  P L a N t I N g  
P O N D S  •  P O W E R  W a S H  /  a c I D  S c R u B  /  S E a L a N t  •  F u L L  D E S I g N  S E R v I c E



EEasy living becomes a priority and the optimum word is “cool” 
as we strive to soak up the glory of the sunshine season. Cool comes 
in many forms of course, from iced tea to the latest shade of summer 
umbrellas, but the coolest of all are the great feelings of comfort we 
get when we live summer well. That means lighter, uncomplicated and  
relatively carefree.

Simply following the patterns of our seasonal wardrobes is the 
easiest and most obvious way to bring the interiors of our homes 
into summer. We can put heavy draperies, cosy blankets, throws and 
bedding away with our winter coats. We can infuse our interiors with 
garden freshness, reminding us of the bounties of the season. Fresh 
flowers and bowls of fruit on display reinforce thoughts of healthy 
abundance. White linens and happy floral prints, stripes and checks in 
garden colours keep us connected with nature when used as decorating 
accents along with colourful glass and tableware. Just like we do with 
our clothes, we can lighten up our homes with slight adjustments to  
its accessories.

1. THINK MAIN ENTRANCE DOORWAYS They are your cover story! 
They connect your interior and exterior worlds. Colour does matter and 
clearly sends a message about the homeowners to the neighbourhood 
and your guests. Not only should the colour be compatible with the 
exterior finish, roof, soffit, fascia, window trim, etc., it should clearly 
reflect your invitation of welcome. Make sure they are spruced up for 
summer. Remember, garage doors are not a main entry for your visitors 
and in most cases should be blended rather than accented in the exterior 
colour scheme.

Homeowners should look beyond the front door as outdoor living often 
takes place in the back of the home where patios and gardens flourish and 
waterside lots bring double exposure. The key here is to take a 
cue from nature – build upon great environmental assets 
such as forests or water and don’t be afraid to include the 
main door colour as part of your outdoor room setting.

2. EASY INS AND OUTS can be facilitated with 
the addition of retractable screens, which will let 

your home breathe, 
and disappear when you 

want them to. They can 
be excellent options for 
maintaining the outdoor 
c o n n e c t i o n  w itho ut 
obstructing the view. Not 

all brands are equal, so 
do your homework.

3. HANDY STORAGE 
A N D  S E R V I N G 
COUNTERS in just the 

right spot can make a huge 
difference for hosting outdoor 

entertaining with ease. Think 
about how you pass in and out 
with food and beverages. The 

addition of a serving counter and storage cabinet in close proximity to 
the passageway might just be one of the best investments you can make. 
So consider a place to store outdoor table settings, a counter to serve 
buffet style and a landing counter for handling the transition between 
in and out.

4. INDOOR/OUTDOOR FURNITURE Take advantage of the fabulous 
fade and weather resistant fabrics such as Sunbrella that allow you to 
piggy back furniture for use both inside and out. Easy-care washable 
options allow family friendly pieces to be used all season indoors and out 
without compromising style – from plush velvets to bright prints and 

everything in between. A family room ottoman can 
double as an outdoor bench and storage box. 

 
5. LIGHTEN UP for evening sparkle with 

white solar lights in the garden and 
LEDs under the patio umbrella. Inside, 
change warm bulbs in lamps to white 
for summertime. 

In all your summertime decorating, remember 
that while nature comes in an assortment of 

colours there is a definite relationship relative to 
the intensity of sunlight. Flowers that flourish in 

the shade are softer and more delicate in colour 
than those found in full sunlight. It’s important to 

remember that bright sunshine reduces the impact of 
colour, and that bright colours will look lighter on large 
surfaces. White creates contrast and can make colours  
look stronger. 

Have a cool summer. OH

    cool
SUMMER IDEASfor your home
5

BY  IRENE  TURNBULL

When summer comes to Ontario, most of us 
can’t get the extra layers of clothes we’ve been 
wearing for months put away fast enough as 
we head outside to enjoy the bounties of life.

HERE ARE SOME IDEAS THAT MIGHT HELP YOU WITH YOUR “COOL SUMMER COMFORT.”

d e c o r a t i n g
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Welcome TO THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD

BY  E I L EEN  ARGYR IS  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

The open-concept kitchen welcomes 
interaction and involvement while food 
and refreshments are prepared.

TOP RIGHT: Larry and Linda Freeman 
welcome visitors to their New Amherst 
home in Cobourg.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Clean lines and lighting 
innovations create a contemplative 
atmosphere in the dining room off the 
main entrance. The door at left leads 
through a pantry to the kitchen.
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OOnce upon a time, neighbourhoods were neighbourly; 
home designs displayed a certain graceful and practical symmetry – front 
porches faced green lawns on narrow winding streets. Back then, on 
warm days and evenings, folks sat on their shaded verandas calling out 
friendly greetings to passersby on foot or bicycles, or they strolled to the 
neighbourhood ice cream parlour.

If this picture appeals to you – and why wouldn’t it? – you should look 
into New Amherst, a new community based on traditional lifestyles 
within the larger lakeside community of Cobourg, just an hour east of 
Metro Toronto on Highway 401 but, practically speaking, worlds away.

Linda and Larry Freeman’s search for the perfect retirement home 
happily ended here. The Freemans moved into their new customized 
home a few months ago. They can’t stop singing the praises of the house, 
the neighbourhood, the amenities offered by the larger community and 
the availability of services at their fingertips.

Settling in New Amherst has been “a wonderful experience,” Linda 
says. “It was all done with very little stress – an adventure, really. I would 
recommend that anyone ‘go on the ride’.”

Their guide and mentor, the person they credit with smoothing out the 
usual home-buying wrinkles, is New Amherst sales representative Ashley 
McFarland. “Her expertise went beyond sales,” Larry says. “She was 
knowledgeable about structural building, heating and air-conditioning, 
things that meant a lot to me.”

McFarland guided them through the various options available from 
their builder, Stalwood Homes. The other builder in the development 
is Kieffer Homes. New Amherst feels familiar from the very first 
visit because the home styles are reminiscent of the Regency cottages, 
Georgian, Cape Cod, Federal and Gothic styles that Ontario’s Loyalist 
settlers brought with them from New England.

With McFarland’s help, the Freemans also met their prospective new 
neighbours, a mix of empty-nesters like the Freemans, growing families 
and first-time home buyers.

“They welcomed us into their homes and gave us tips and ideas on 
options and upgrades for ours,” Linda says. “Everyone was very, very nice.”

McFarland also guided them through the process of customizing 
the construction and décor to suit their needs. For example, their coach 
house model came with a loft option, which the Freemans decided to 
pass over, choosing instead a finished basement with bedroom, bathroom 
and family room for comfort and convenience when their children and 
grandchildren visit. Continued on page 38

LEFT: In the living room 
opening off the kitchen, 
warmth and entertainment 
combine with the large,  
flat-screen TV above the  
gas fireplace.

BELOW: The office den off 
the main foyer merges family 
heirlooms with technical 
connections.

BOTTOM: Floor-to-ceiling 
jalousie blinds provide privacy 
options in the sunroom 
beyond the living room.

29 King Street West
Cobourg, Ontario

905.373.4845

www.urbanloft.com

Come and see 
Heike Kwok!

2009 
Readers’ Choice 
Award Winner
Best Interior 
Decorator

In Your Space 
Design

www.iysdesign.com 

For all the right pieces

705.742.9452
982 Highway 7 E., Peterborough

www.theoriginalflame.com

w h e r e  w a r m t h  a n d  s t y l e  m e e t

woods toves  &  f i r ep laces   |   na tu ra l  gas  &  p ropane
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 When not entertaining guests, the Freemans prefer single-level living 
because, although they are young and healthy retirees, “you just never 
know,” Larry points out.

Their interior décor consists mainly of restful earth tones – soft blacks, 
muted greens, golds and taupes – with a splash of hot paprika to make 
certain areas pop. With expert advice from the folks at Vosbourgh 
Furniture Refinishing and Upholstering in nearby Port Hope, the 
Freemans chose elegant and practical interior shutters. AyA Kitchen 
Designs in Peterborough helped plan their custom, open-concept 
kitchen-living room area, complete with cosy gas fireplace. Union 
Lighting and Furnishings, Toronto, helped them select the perfect lighting 
fixtures and lamps to illuminate their tasks and match their moods. 
Kawartha TV and Stereo of Peterborough was instrumental in sales 
and service for surround-sound audio and visual entertainment; gleaming 
hardwoods and practical tiles and laminates came from Dickson Carpet 
One in Cobourg, and Dierdre Behan at Crate & Barrel Furniture gave 
them great advice on the selection of new furniture and accessories for 
every room in their new home. Rounding out the list of helping hands 
are the folks at Lowe’s Home Improvement Warehouse, Oshawa, 
and Lindsay-Peterborough Movers and Storage, who smoothed 
the couple’s transition from a retirement property in the Kawarthas that 
turned out not to be their cup of tea.

Neighbours have proven very friendly and eager to share their interests. 
For example, Linda says, “We have now joined the Cobourg Yacht Club. 
We don’t sail, but we are social members.”

It’s clear the Freemans have already put down strong roots in Cobourg.
Phil Little Landscape Design/Build Contractors, a small, award-

winning company based in Cobourg, is the go-to resource for exterior 
plantings and landscaping to complement each home, each lot and each 
homeowner’s preference. The Freemans have opted for low-maintenance 
grounds: a mix of deciduous and evergreen bushes with some perennial 
flowers for colour along with potted annuals for the instant gratification 
and infinite variety.

In New Amherst, houses range from 1,200 sq. ft. to over 4,000, with 
lot frontages varying between 45 and a generous 65 feet, with 100-120 
feet of depth. All have maintenance-free exteriors in a variety of finishes: 
stone, like the Freemans’, brick, or hardy-board (concrete siding that 
looks like wood). The development is currently in the third of five phases, 
says McFarland. When complete, there will be a mix of condominiums, 
detached houses and neighbourhood commercial development, such 
as a café, bakery and ice cream shop. Condos will range in size from a 
compact and convenient 700 sq. ft. to a spacious 1,800 sq. ft. – all with 
underground parking.

New Amherst is a “people” place, where cars most emphatically are not 
front and centre. Garages for detached homes are accommodated neatly to 
the rear of properties, accessible by winding, unobtrusive laneways.

New Amherst, the Freemans have found, combines the best innovations 
of past and present with features that anticipate the needs of the future. 
If you opt for New Amherst, the Freemans will be happy to extend to you 
the same warm welcome they received.  OH

RIGHT: Clean lines and muted colours create  
an aura of calm in the master bedroom.

BELOW LEFT: The en suite master bathroom  
is an in-house spa.

BELOW RIGHT: On the lower floor, the serene 
green of the guest bedroom and en suite 

bathroom are warmed by the gas fireplace.

Welcome to the new village-centered community of

New Amherst. This one of a kind new development is located

within the resort town of Cobourg, on the shores of Lake

Ontario. New Amherst has been modeled after the classic

small towns of Ontario, with home styles ranging from stone

cottages and coach houses, to stately manors. It is a place

where you’ll find beautiful covered porches, quiet tree-lined

streets and garages tucked away in rear laneways. 

The next incredible stage of development, Main Street, will

feature a boulevard of local shops including cafes, a bakery,

a grocery market, and many other small businesses. Up

above the shops will be condo lofts and flats, and across the

boulevard, classic brownstone townhouses. New Amherst, is

a community that has so much to offer, except big city prices. 

New Amherst on the boulevard

A new village-centered 
community where life’s 
more in balance.

Main Street condo lofts will start at $216,000, while detached village homes start at $297,000.

To find out more, visit the 
New Amherst on the Boulevard 

sales office at 950 New Amherst Blvd.

1-866-528-9618
www.newamherst.com

New Amherst - Our Home magazines FNL  7/5/10  11:25 AM  Page 1
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CCanada’s coastal First Nations people have used cedar 
planks for cooking (among other uses) for centuries. On a 
backyard grill this technique yields delightfully delicious 
results, perfect for a casual dinner on the deck with friends. 
The salmon soaks up a light woodsy smoky taste from the 
cedar while the maple mustard glaze adds a subtle sweetness. 
What better way to celebrate Canada than with some 
traditional flavours and ingredients of our great nation?

CEDAR PLANK SALMON: (Serves 4)

3 tbsp maple syrup

2 tbsp grainy Dijon mustard

1 tsp lemon zest

1/2 tsp dried thyme leaves

1 1/2 lb centre-cut salmon fillet

salt and pepper

TO PREPARE:
• Mix together maple syrup, mustard, lemon zest and 

thyme; set aside.
• Trim any skinny edges from salmon. Place skin side down   

on soaked cedar plank. Sprinkle with salt and pepper. 
Brush all over with maple syrup mixture.

• Place plank on grill over medium-high heat. Close lid and 
grill until salmon flakes easily, 15 to 18 minutes depending 
on thickness. Transfer plank to cooling rack. Let cool for 
5 minutes before serving. 

TIPS FOR SUCCESSFUL CEDAR PLANK SALMON:
• Soak cedar plank for at least two hours before using. 

While the wood will burn on the bottom and around the 
edges, soaking slows this and prevents the plank from 
going up in flames entirely.

• Choose thick (at least one-inch) centre-cut salmon fillets 
for best results. The uniform thickness of centre-cut fillets 
from end to end means even cooking and moist tender 
salmon with every bite. If you can’t find a centre-cut fillet, 
fold the skinny end (the tail end) under itself to match the 
thickness at the other end.

• Because the salmon is not directly on the heat source it 
takes a little longer to cook, about 10 to 12 minutes per 
inch of flesh. Salmon is done to perfection when the flesh 
yields a little to gentle pressure or flakes easily.

• Have a cooling rack ready to transfer the fish to when 
done. The bottom of the plank is red-hot and likely still 
smoking. Let the salmon cool on the plank for five minutes 
(outside, unless you want the smoke detector blaring!) 
before serving.  OH

CEDAR PLANK SALMON
BY  MAR IA  DAS I LVA  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SCOTT  HUNTER

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e
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Furniture Repairs n Refinishing

Reupholstering n Barrymore Dealer 

Stylus n Trica Barstools n Shutters 

Draperies n Blinds n Wall Beds

Complete In-home Services
Free Estimates

w w w . v o s b u r g h h o m e d e c o r . c o m

143 Rose Glen Rd S, Port Hope, ON

905.885.2885 n 1.877.885.2885

T.R.
Design Centre Ltd

“WE’LL MAKE YOUR IDEAS REALITY”
• Kitchen Cabinets   • Bathroom Vanities   • Counter Tops 

• Free Estimates   • Full Design Service

54 LINDSAY ST, S., LINDSAY

878-0611
1-800-446-4603

In Business Since 1972

Imagine.....

WWW.HORLINGSGARDENCENTRE.COM

          
YOUR COMPLETE GARDEN CENTER

(705) 652.7979  info@horlingsgardencentre.com
3056 Lakefield Road 6K North of Trent University

• TREES & SHRUBS
• WATER PLANTS
• unique gifts

• ANNUALS/PERENNIALS 
• KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF

• COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE

FREE FERTILIZER PROGRAM
FILL UP ALL SUMMER LONG!AAt our house, far more comes 

in the door than goes out. In what 
was once a roomy dwelling of a few 
thousand square feet – far more 
than two people really need – I find 
myself banging into things in the 
night, things I’d forgotten were 
there, things that in fact weren’t 
there not that long ago. 

This is mainly my fault .  I ’m 
a hoarder; my wife, Patricia, is a 
chucker. If it were up to her, we’d 
be regulars at the town dump, or the 
local Goodwill, or the Re-store, and 
we’d hold a garage sale every long 
weekend. But as I see it, you never 

know when you might find a use for that old sliding door, the boxes of 
left-over tiles, the chipped chinaware, or the extra set of my mother’s 
ancient dining room chairs. What if our kids suddenly decide to move to 
a bigger apartment and need more stuff? What if Windsor chairs come 
back in style? And what’s wrong, by the way, with having three saws, four 
hammers, five caulking guns, and 45 screwdrivers? Nothing like the right 
tool for the right job, I say.

It helps that Patricia is also an organizer. Using what she calls “sleight 
of hand,” she can magically find a place for everything, making additional 
pieces of furniture or dishes vanish or blend in with what’s already there. 
I, on the other hand, tend to put my latest acquisitions on the handiest 
empty, flat surface. As a result, there are no more empty, flat surfaces left 
in our home.

I used to think hoarding was something that could be remedied with a 
periodic tidy-up. But as I’ve discovered, that’s as delusional as a problem 
drinker believing he has only to remain sober for a few days to prove he’s 
not an alcoholic. Sooner rather than later, we return to our old habits. 

Naturally, where there is a problem, someone will offer solutions, or 
sell them. In the United States, professional organizers – people whose 
job it is to help others like me – have created an entity called the National 
Study Group on Chronic Disorganization (NSGCD). Their Website, 
www.nsgcd.org, includes a scary quiz to help you determine if you need 
help, and how badly. “Has disorganization been a factor in your life for 
many years?” (Yes, okay, whatever.) “Does your level of disorganization 
interfere with the quality of your life?” (Now that you mention it. . .) “Do 
you suffer from ‘fear of filing?’” (No, but I think I’ve read the book.) “Is it 
difficult for you to part with things even though they have outlived their 
usefulness?” (Is the Pope Catholic?)

“Don’t panic,” the site advises those who, like me, answered three or 

more questions positively: “We have solutions.” Thankfully, they offer 
a non-judgemental list of possible causes of chronic disorganization, 
ranging all the way from poor lighting, lack of storage space, and “too 
much stuff” to more unsettling possibilities such as traumatic brain 
injury (TBI), obsessive compulsive disorder (OCD), or a fascinating 
new affliction called “affluenza,” which I’m almost certain I don’t have. 
My favourite possible cause, and one that I will readily admit to, is 
“infomania.” Fortunately, we only have dial-up Internet access where 
we live, so that particular mania remains, for the most part, unsatisfied 
– unless you count the 30 odd years of old New Yorkers that are currently 
choking our bookshelves. 

Here in Canada, we’re not far behind the U.S. in offering help to the 
organizationally challenged. Professional Organizers in Canada (POC) 
is a relatively new group (founded in 2002) of around 500 professional 
organizers who are, well, organized in 14 chapters across the country, 
seven of which are in Ontario (www.organizersincanada.com). The 
statistics they offer are rather alarming, unless you are a professional 
organizer looking for work. A poll they conducted last December told 
them that 80 per cent of Canadians feel disorganized to some degree. The 
current president, Kristie Demke, says: “When people have car troubles, 
they hire a mechanic. When something is wrong with their health they go 
to a doctor. So it should be natural that when disorganization is making 
your life less pleasurable, you should hire a Professional Organizer.”

If the POC’s numbers are even partially accurate, we are probably 
looking at a new growth industry, one we’ll be hearing more and more 
about in the future. But judging from my own experience, I think the 
answer to the problem is more likely to be found in the field of abnormal 
psychology. A former president of the NSGCD put her finger on the root 
of my problem, at least, when she told the New York Times a few years ago 
that if someone with serious disorganization problems looks at a row 
of coffee mugs she (more likely he) will see each mug as a unique item 
invested with strong memories. 

I think she’s got that right. To be honest, I have trouble throwing 
something out not because I think it might come in handy but because 
it feels like a silent witness to a part of my life, or even my parents’ or 
grandparents’ life. Hoarders like me surround themselves with souvenirs of 
their own history. Deep down, in some primitive recess of our brains, we’re 
afraid that if we throw something out, we’ll lose a part of our selves.

Okay, I admit it. It’s a serious problem, and it calls for a serious 
solution. There is such a program. It’s called Clutterers Anonymous 
(www.clutterersanonymous.net). No, I’m not kidding. It treats the 
affliction of untidiness as an addiction, using a 12-step program borrowed 
from Alcoholics Anonymous. As a matter of fact, I’ve just taken the first 
step. I’ve admitted that I’m powerless over clutter. Now I just need a 
higher power to help me sort out the mess.  OH

Confessions
 OF A CLUTTER BUG BY  PAUL  W ILSON

Paul Wilson is a writer, editor, and 
translator who lives f ull  time in 
rural Ontario. He can be reached at  
paul@ourhomesmagazine.com.
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OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages and utilizes our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table 
appeal to market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and 
real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction,  
or to have your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at mike@ourhomesmagazine.com, or  
don@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705.774.9000.

APPLIANCES
T.J. CAVANAGH LTD. APPLIANCES Page 23

ARCHITECTS
NORTHERN DESIGNS Page 27

BUILDERS 
BRINKMAN CONSTRUCTION Page 25

DISCOVERY DREAM HOMES Page 43

EVERGREEN HOME & COTTAGE Page 37

INFINITY FINE HOMES Page 5

LE BLANQ DESIGN Page 8

LINWOOD CUSTOM HOMES Page 11

NEW AMHERST Page 39

ROBINSON CONTRACTING Page 27

SPOTLIGHT HOME AND LIFESTYLE Page 31, 44

STALWOOD HOMES Page 30

STONEY LAKE FINE HOMES Page 51

EXCAVATION/HAULAGE 
AMTECH Page 26

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM 
DICKSON CARPET ONE Page 26

MONAGHAN LUMBER Page 25, 51

WHELAN’S FLOORING Page 3

FOUNDATION/INSULATION 
ONTARIO ICF SUPPLY Page 26

FURNITURE/HOME DÉCOR/ 
INTERIOR DESIGN 
ALTERNATIVE ENTERPRISES Page 4

ELIZABETH LEISHMAN DESIGN Page 51

HEAVENLY DREAMS Page 47

LAKESHORE DESIGNS Page 41

LIMBERLOST Page 41

LOCKSIDE TRADING COMPANY Page 6

NORTHERN EXPRESSIONS Page 7

THE MUSKOKA DRAGONFLY Page 31, 44

TUGG’S FURNITURE GALLERY Page 47

URBAN LOFT Page 37

VOSBURGH HOME DECOR Page 43

HEATING  
ALTERNATIVE ENTERPRISES Page 4

THE ORIGINAL FLAME Page 37

HOME IMPROVEMENT/ 
RENOVATIONS 
CARRIAGE HOUSE Page 23

MONAGHAN LUMBER Page 25, 51

KITCHEN AND BATH
AYA KITCHEN DESIGNS Page 37

BUCHANAN KITCHEN AND BATH Page 25

HICKORY LANE KITCHENS Page 31

MOORE’S KITCHENS Page 27

T.R. DESIGN CENTRE Page 43

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
AMTECH Page 26

CORNERSTONE LANDSCAPE & DESIGN Page 30

HORLINGS GARDEN CENTRE Page 43

ORGANIZATION  
GLIDING SHELF SOLUTIONS Page 15

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE  
ROYAL DISTRIBUTING Page 9

OUTDOOR FURNITURE 
LIMBERLOST Page 41

NORTHERN EXPRESSIONS Page 7

ROVA’S Page 2

TAYLORS PLASTIC Page 13

PAINT  
COBOURG PAINT & WALLPAPER Page 23

PROPERTY INSPECTION  
GLOBAL PROPERTY INSPECTIONS Page 31

REAL ESTATE/NEW DEVELOPMENT
NEW AMHERST Page 39

ROOFING
GERARD CANADA Page 25

INTERLOCK ROOFING Page 15

STONE WORKS  
GRANT DREW DESIGNER STONE Page 51

WINDOWS & DOORS
FCI WINDOWS Page 52

d i r e c t o r y

SPOTLIGHT HOME & LIFESTYLE INC. 
Hello and welcome to our story.

As we celebrate 2 years of consistent growth and success 
we would like to thank all of our customers for their business 
and their many referrals and testimonials. Each of you is why 
we do what we do every day.

As a new home and cottage renovation and log home 
restoration company we knew that what we wanted, in fact 
had, to be different. We could have been Garnet’s Renovations 
& Restorations however that was too predictable. Our name 
had to be customer centric. It had to say “we are about 
you, your project and your lifestyle” not about us and our 
schedule. Thus the name Spotlight Home & Lifestyle and our 
tagline, Building peace of mind, was born.

The cornerstones of our business are the four values 
that we live by each and every day both personally and 
professionally: Communication, Service, Workmanship and 
Respectfulness. We actually ask our customers, employees 
and trade partners to hold us accountable to these values. 
To learn more about what these mean to us check out our 
website.

Whether a bathroom or kitchen renovation, addition, log 
home restoration or even a dock or bunkie our process is 
always the same. We listen, understand, recommend, include, 
commit, communicate and complete.   

The key to our success has been the level of detail that we 
introduce in our first meeting. We discuss our qualifications, 
guiding values and accountabilities and then walk through a 
virtual project starting with a sample quote and its inclusions 
right through to the final invoice and evaluation. We include 
sample work plans, change orders, drawings, photos and 
testimonials. This is where the peace of mind and the trust 
begins. After that it becomes a partnership with one common 
goal, a quality home improvement marked by a mutually 
enjoyable experience. 

We also believe in actively participating in the industry 
as a means of professional development and service to 
our community. Garnet Northey is a board member of the 
Peterborough and the Kawarthas Home Builders Association 
and a RenoMark renovator. As members we are bound by 
a strict code of ethics and criteria, further building peace 
of mind for our customers. If you are not familiar with the 
RenoMark program please go to www.renomark.ca to learn 
why you should only work with a RenoMark renovator.

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN  

PETERBOROUGH & SURROUNDING AREA

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT

If you have a project that you would like Spotlighted 
then check us out at www.spotlighthomeandlifestyle.com 
and then give Garnet Northey a call at 705.657.9777 or at 
1.877.217.9777.
Spotlight Home & Lifestyle Inc.
Building peace of mind
(Please see ad on page 31) 

THE MUSKOKA DRAGONFLY 
The Muskoka Dragonfly was created six years ago. While 

trying to locate some unique, yet affordable products for 
our own Muskoka cottage, we realized that the availability 

of rustic décor products in our region was limited. Since that 
time we have grown our extraordinary business to provide 
a large selection of lighting and décor items. We offer free 
shipping for lighting purchases over $200 to customers 
anywhere across Canada.

We are an on-line store/retailer. The Internet allows us to 
offer products as economically as possible without having 
to compromise quality or customer service. At The Muskoka 
Dragonfly, quality and selection at a reasonable price is 
how we have built our business and relationships. We value 
and appreciate our customers and thrive on our customer 
satisfied, happy-repeat orders and customer referrals. 
Offering quality products that we feel our customers will be 
fully satisfied with purchasing to enhance any room in your 
home.

From rustic lodge, to lake side cottage charm, to high 
mountain elegance we are committed to providing products 
that add those unique details to your home, cottage or cabin 
at a reasonable price.

At The Muskoka Dragonfly, we offer personal lighting 
selection advice for new or renovation projects, products to 
suit a range of customers, small inexpensive décor items to 
unique one-of-a-kind artist originals, also browse through our 
website for the full line of Bear Chair Company® products.

Having experience as a designer and decorator of 
builder model homes, owner Cheryl Brown has a great eye 
for selecting quality decorating items that allow you to 
make your own place unique and yet still are completely 
affordable.
www.muskokadragonfly.com 
519.652.9069
sherry@muskokadragonfly.com (Please see ad on page 31) Don Butler: 416.529.0538

don@ourhomesmagazine.com
Mike Murphy: 1.877.870.8313
mike@ourhomesmagazine.com

Star Davey: 289.987.7737
star@ourhomesmagazine.com

CALL OR E-MAIL US TODAY!

Advertise in our Fall issue & get noticed!

Give YOUR BUSINESS the benefit of premium  
exposure to 100,000+ targeted readership!
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Whether you’re starting with a blank slate or looking for a refreshing update, these interior 
designers offer their passion and excitement to make your décor dreams reality.

  panache with a
PERSONAL, PROFESSIONAL TOUCH

 Lizzie and Peter Shanks
HeartSpace Creative Design and The Creative McGuyver, Lakefield
For 15 years, this design-savvy husband and wife team have offered a wide 
variety of services for residential and commercial projects large and small, 
including consultation, interior and exterior design, styling, reupholstery, 
custom drapery and blinds, staging, custom art, design project management 
and Peter’s award-winning fine furniture design and build. “Some of the 
things we do, we haven’t thought of yet,” Lizzie says. 
705.652.6897, HeartSpaceDesign@sympatico.ca, creativemcguyver@sympatico.ca
www.heartspacecreativedesign.com, www.creativemcguyver.com

Continued on page 48

Are you a 
PEOPLE
person?

Be your own boss, put your 
network to work for you, 

and build equity in your very 
own business. No publishing 

experience required (you just need 
to like working with people).

Visit www.magazinefranchise.ca 
click on franchise opportunities. 
Or call 416.628.2867 or email 

franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com

Join our happy and successful  
team and create maximum value for 

your advertisers and readers.

Franchise
Opportunities Available.

S U M M E R  2 0 1 0

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/barrie

plus

A Charming
 B&B
in Midland

on the grill…
Cedar Plank Salmon

Perennial 
gardens

Hire a landscaPer

Meticulous 
and Modern
on KeMpenfelt Bay
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www.ourhomesmagazine.com/algoma

Shop at  
The LofT

The ArT of
Scrap MeTaL

Style pickS  
for  

Summer 
living

plus
FAbulous 

FlAnk sTeAk

&
A BUildER’S  
City HoME 
LakefronT Living  

in TheSSaLon 

There are franchise territories  
still available in Ontario: 
 Oshawa, Whitby, Ajax,  

Kingston, Belleville & Trenton.

Creating value, creating opportunities

Style • comfort • IdeaS • real eState  

From our Past 
to your Present
From our Past 

to your Present
From our Past 

TUGG’S FURNITURE GALLERY
Living with style since 1930

86 King St. W., Downtown Cobourg • 905-372-9224

How did you

last night?sore back?

arthritis?

restless partner?

sore joints?

tossing & turning?

129 King St W Cobourg  905.372.1811   www.heavenlydreams.ca

sleep

Heavenly Dreams
Bedroom Furnishings and Accents

free local delivery • free disposal • free setup • free parking

Non-commission sales staff, giving you the help & advice you need.

Feeling young, living healthy at

Great Ideas for kids and cottages • 100% Canadian made

Find your solution at Heavenly Dreams
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Cindy McKellar 
Linwood Interiors, Peterborough

The in-house division of timber-crafted 
Linwood Homes Ltd. provides design 

services to complete interior décor to 
enhance the impressive scale, open spaces, 

stunning vistas and natural textures. 
Services include detailed kitchen and 

bathroom designs, colour palette advice, award-
winning design and decorating expertise at your 

request from start to finish. “We work within your 
budget, providing the expertise and materials to 
reflect your personal style,” says Cindy, a design 

professional with 16 years experience.
1.800.668.6896

cmckellar@linwoodhomes.com
www.linwoodhomes.com  OH

Timothy Badgley  
and Dean Hewlett 

Acanthus Interiors Inc., Port Hope 
Established in 1992, the award-winning 
retail branch of Acanthus Interiors also 

includes Retreat Bedding and Bath and 
the seasonal shops, This Other Eden (garden 

statuary, bird baths, etc.) and Your Christmas 
Gift Shoppe (décor and gifts). The primary interior design business 

features over 40,000 fabric samples for drapery, upholstery and 
bedding with an on-site sewing/workroom. Tim and  

Dean are “hands on” from start to finish giving 
clients friendly and personal service  

“reflecting your personal style.”
905.885.8648

1.800.494.6132
acanthusinteriors@bell.net

 Sarah Audley
Audley Interiors, Gore’s Landing
A complete residential interior decorating service since 
1998, this award-winning business offers a diverse range 
of services and products, including custom window 
treatments and blinds, furniture, bedding, upholstery, 
paint colour consulting and more, all to make your house 
a home. “A beautiful space is a pleasure to come home 
to and a true reflection of you,” Sarah says. “We can 
prioritize, plan and execute your dream.”
905.342.3579
sarah@audleyinteriors.com
www.audleyinteriors.com

Julie Wilkinson 
Leon’s, Bancroft

Bancroft Bargain Barn Limited, 
established in 1971, operating as 

Bancroft Furniture & Appliances, 
purchased the Leon’s franchise in 

November 2006. There are endless 
decorating choices for commercial 

and residential. Julie, a certified 
interior decorator since 1991, is available 

for consultation to help achieve the look 
and comfort you want at affordable prices. “If you 
haven’t been to Leon’s lately, you don’t know what 

you’re missing,” she says.
613.332.1676

leons173@xplornet.com
www.leons.ca

Elizabeth Leishman 
Elizabeth Leishman Design, 

Peterborough
What began as a 20-year hobby is 
now a business. Elizabeth provides 

everything from colour consultations 
and floor plans to full design and project 

management for large-scale renovation 
projects. Services include furniture, art and accessory 

selection, design and colour consultations and space 
planning/room layouts. “I am a passionate  

designer committed to helping clients 
affordably refresh, renew and redesign 

their residences,” she says.
416.994.2351

info@elizabethleishman.com
www.elizabethleishman.com

 Angela Cunningham
Lakeshore Designs, Peterborough
The retail studio showcases everything this 
established business offers: floor planning 
service, home staging, partial or complete 
interior designs, in-home consultations, 
custom or sourced furniture, Hunter Douglas 
window treatments and custom draperies, 
choice of thousands of fabrics, complete 
kitchen/bathroom designs and interior 
design projects. “Lakeshore Designs will 
work with any budget or project size. We 
enjoy seeing our clients happy and satisfied,” 
Angela says.
705.748.3875
angela@lakeshore.ca
www.lakeshorehd.ca
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A
Here’s Looking

at You
STORY  &  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  WALTER  FRANCZYK

A little patience and some careful work breathes new life into old windows.
Chris Johnston preserves the past by giving discarded, wooden window 

frames a new future as decorative mirrors. As a painter, he was already an 
expert on wood finishing, when a good friend, who had a barn full of old 
windows from a nearly-century-old house and outbuildings in Northern 
Ontario, offered the frames to him. Johnston eagerly accepted. “I hate to see 
them thrown in the dump,” he says. When the friend passed away, Johnston 
made his friend’s widow a mirror from a window from the couple’s old home. 
Since then he has made preserving a piece of the past a pleasurable habit.

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS.

MATERIALS
Sandpaper or orbital sander
Scraper (for digging paint out of corners)
Paint stripper
Wire Brush
Paint Brush
Stain Urethane, paint or oil (to finish the frame)
Window glazing points (to hold your mirror in place)
Wire (to mount your project on the wall)

STEP 1
Remove old putty from the frame and diamond-shaped glazing points 
that help hold the glass. Sometimes, you’ll have to break the glass to 
get it out of the frame.

STEP 2
Scrape and sand the old paint off the window frame. Sometimes, paint stripper 
is necessary. If there is no paint on the frame, scrape off the rough, weathered 
wood. If you’re going to paint the frame, it’s not necessary to remove all the 
old paint. Take care with older windows because old paint may contain lead. 
It’s best to wear a mask while sanding and do it outside. Cleaning the old 
frame can be the most challenging part of the project. Scraping and sanding 
the inside edges of the window frame can take a long time.

STEP 3
Window mirrors can be left without a finish or simply covered with a coat of 
urethane. If you’re staining them, apply a finish coat of urethane over your 
stain. Another option is to finish the frame with linseed oil or tung oil.

STEP 4
Once the frame is finished, mirrors can be installed. You can find a large, 
old mirror in a thrift shop and have it cut in a glass shop to fit your frame, 
or you can buy a new mirror, perhaps a tinted one, and have it cut to 
size. Insert window glazing points to hold the mirrors in place. Finish 
your mirror window by installing picture wire on the back. Then choose 
a spot for it that will best reflect your work.  OH

“You can do the project for 
almost nothing, if you have all 
the supplies,” says Johnston.

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

705.742.9353   1.800.354.3195
www.monaghanlumber.com

2129 Davis Rd., Peterborough  •  Southwest of Lansdowne St., W. & Hwy. 7A

Your exclusive dealer for

VINTAGE & ANTIQUE IMPRESSIONS
HARDWOOD FLOORING

The largest inventory of
hardwood floors
in the Kawarthas

2078 Davis Road
Peterborough, K9J 6X4
705.742.2636

Just down the road from 
Monaghan Lumber

Grant Drew 
Designer Stone

ElizabethLeishman.com

3.5”x 4.875” ad
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4 Colour Process 

Services include:

Design Consultation

Colour Consultation,

Space Planning/Room Layouts,

Furniture, Art & Accessory Selection,

Home Staging ideas

to book a consultation, please contact:

info@elizabethleishman.com

416.994.2351

Fine Quality at an
Affordable Price

Fine Quality at an
Affordable Price

• Frame, Log & Timber Frame Homes

• 2 Year Workmanship Warranty

• Guaranteed Workmanship

• Renovations & Additions

• Written Contracts

• Fully Insured

705-768-7070
www.stoneylakefinehomes.com

705-768-7070
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FCI Windows
Quality vinyl windows, 
superior service and a 
peace of mind warranty.

FCI Windows is growing 
with confidence into its 
third decade of operation.

Custom windows & doors 
manufactured locally.

Unparalleled expertise 
in both retrofit and new 
home construction.

Locally manufactured,  
Professionally Installed.

w w w . f c i w i n d o w s . c o m

585 Neal Drive
Peterborough, ON
K9J 6X7

(705)742-7350

&
FOR A LIFETIME 
            OF COMFORT

Member of

Call us toll free: 

1-800-461-4555


