
Built on the shores of Lake 
Ontario, this artistically modern 
1967 abode is an architectural 
vision overlooking an endless 
turquoise oasis.

MODERN 
REVIVAL
BY  CHR IST INA  M I LL INGTON
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Lakeside living at its best. 
OPPOSITE, TOP: A slice of heaven 

nestled atop Lake Ontario welcomes 
guests to venture outside to enjoy the 

chilly nights in a warm hot tub. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: A covered haven for barbecuing. 

BOTTOM LEFT: This location overlooking  
the lake and tucked away from the road  

offers plenty of privacy. 

Continued on page 39
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ABOVE AND LEFT: Modern touches and artistic influences 
make this bright kitchen unique and inviting. It’s a place 
where the couple’s dog finds solace most days.

TOP RIGHT: Owners Jan Lean and Kevin Cruickshanks 
often find themselves entertaining family and friends 
from the comforts of their kitchen. 

OOwners Jan Lean and Kevin Cruickshanks purchased the home four 
years ago and embarked on a complete restoration – inside and out – of 
this stunning waterfront property. 

The exterior re-do is a marvel. The couple realized early that the trees 
populating their three-quarters-of-an-acre property had deteriorated, 
leaving them no choice but to cut them down. However, the decision led 
to an opportunity for them to create their own scenic vision with help 
from Oriole Landscaping.

With a breathtaking view from every window, the couple honed in on 
the natural elements for the exterior landscape, their design responding to 
the sandy shoreline that appears to stretch for miles. The fabulous design 
includes an in-ground spa pool, located just steps from the lake, as well 
as an outdoor sitting room, perfect for evening gatherings. 

Travelling to and from Michigan and the family cottage at Rice Lake 
during the restoration process, Jan and Kevin were able to be on-site to 
encourage the process and to delegate when necessary. They used local 
contractors and home décor vendors to create a modern interior infused 
with art in a home they could both appreciate.    

A gravel laneway, tucked away from the main road, leads to the 
property. The home’s soft lines blend f lawlessly with its natural 
surroundings. 

As you walk through the front door, the exterior naturally invites 
itself indoors as earthy tones flow throughout the foyer. The high-gloss, 
eggshell porcelain floors reflect the natural light beaming through the 
floor-to-ceiling windows, giving the impression that you are standing at 
the foot of the water’s edge. 

The living room introduces itself to the kitchen and dining area. Jan 
and Kevin wanted an open concept feel to better entertain guests.

Continued on page 42
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LEFT: Jan loves spending 
her mornings enjoying a 
cup of tea overlooking the 
lake. ABOVE: Stone, fire and 
wood converge in the living 
room. RIGHT: The main level 
laundry room can be hidden 
away from the hallway with 
walnut pocket doors. FAR 
RIGHT: A wall tap and a 
trough sink adds simplicity to 
one of the home’s bathrooms.
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They clearly appreciate a clean, modern approach to living, which is 
evident in the kitchen – an architectural gem – where wood, stone, glass 
and steel converge. The room holds on to the afternoon sunlight and 
encourages company to stay a little while longer. 

Stainless-steel shelving above the sink and stove offers clean lines 
against a transparent glass backsplash that reflects the natural light and 
showcases a beautifully designed fixture, imported from Spain, which 
hovers over the dining table. Six white 1960-inspired S-chairs complete 
the dining arrangement. 

A unique walnut wall separates the living room from a sitting area just 
off the kitchen – a place to kick up your feet after a home-cooked meal.
Stowed within the wall is a radiant (gas) fireplace designed by Costelloe 
& Company. 

A modern touch embraces those lazy days lounging by the 
fire. LEFT: A walnut wall is the backdrop for a radiant gas 
fireplace and a flat-screen TV. ABOVE: A soft entrance. 

Continued on page 44

View our models and virtual tours at:
www.stalwoodhomes.ca

EastVillage
c o b o u r g

EastVillage
c o b o u r g

GLENS of ANTRIMGLENS of ANTRIM

Grafton

the

SOLD OUT!

Stalwood Homes 
offers a vast array 
of products:
• Specializing in 

Custom design and 
development

• Rural estate lots, 
urban residential, 
commercial 
development and 
renovation expertise

Stalwood Homes 
Head Office

44 University Ave. West
Cobourg, Ontario

info@stalwoodhomes.ca
P: 905.372.4179
 F: 905.372.7705

Northumberland’s Premier Builder 
Voted Builder of the Year for 

SIX CONSECUTIVE YEARS!
2007-2012

2007 • 2008 • 2009 • 2011
Best New Home Builder

2007 • 2008 •  2009 
2010 • 2011

Best New Home Builder

Peterborough: 1292 Hwy #7 East  
705.876.6030 | 800.455.1555
Mon-Fri: 9am - 5:30pm Sat: 10am - 3pm

Whitby: 124 Brock St. North  905.665.7778
Mon, Tues, Thurs: 9am - 5:30pm Wed & Fri: 9am - 7pm 

Sat: 10am - 5pm

www.guskitchenandbath.com

SPECIALIZING IN ONE PIECE QUARTZ SHOWER WALLS (NO MORE GROUT!) AND GRANITE TOPS  
FABRICATED IN PETERBOROUGH. QUALITY IN STOCK PRODUCTS AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

Gus’s Kitchen and Bath
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The fire emits an orange hue that offers just enough ambience to 
compete against the end of yet another day passed. 

The polished porcelain floors glow as they continue to the master 
suite with pocket lights guiding your every step toward a heavenly oasis.

A floor-to-ceiling mirror on the left side of the bed visually balances 
the etched glass door on the right, which leads to the master en suite. A 

wall of windows allows the couple to enjoy the view of Lake Ontario while 
tucked into the sheets.

With the renovations complete, the couple enjoys having family and 
friends stay over, as they find solace in good company. Mere steps from 
the master suite is the guest room that the couple often refers to as the 
“feminine room,” with its elegant colour palette. 

ABOVE: This view makes 
every morning a beautiful 
one. FAR LEFT: The 
master’s modern en suite. 
LEFT: A spacious master 
bedroom walk-in closet fit 
for any fashionista. 

Continued on page 46

WWW.SONICSYSTEMS.CA

Cobourg Lakeshore Glass
450 Campbell Street, Unit 5A, Cobourg

905-377-0000

www.cobourglakeshoreglass.ca

STAIR TREADS  •  OVERSIZED FLAGSTONE  
FLOORING  •  BUILDING STONE

Create extraordinary 
indoor and outdoor spaces 

Our innovative, natural rock products are

remarkable for both their beauty and their

versatility. The Muskoka Rock Company’s

granite boulders originate from four unique,

proprietary quarries:  Rosseau Quarry, Lake

Joseph Quarry, Blue Lake Quarry and

Georgian Bay Quarry. 

Whatever your project, choose Muskoka

Rock Company for results that are truly

out of the ordinary.

1165 Bethune Drive N. Gravenhurst, ON, Canada P1P 1R1 

MuskokaRockCompany.com
Call Today: (705) 687-8700  
100% CANADIAN OWNED AND OPERATED • 100% CANADIAN SHIELD

Our Homes One Half_Layout 1  13-03-27  1:05 PM  Page 1

Creating Beautiful Rooms
Millbrook – it’s closer than you think!

www.bethanyhillsinteriors.com
12 King Street East, Millbrook

P. 705.932.1600  TF. 866.932.1606
e-mail bonnie@bethanyhillsinteriors.com

Follow us on facebook
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The lower level reveals more of the homeowners’ personalities as the 
old meets the new, with modern furniture in the media room and eclectic 
pieces in the second guest bedroom. 

Jan held on to a bit of history when it came to decorating the 
downstairs guest bedroom – personal touches that evoke memories of 
her late grandfather. “We wanted to make choices in our home that are 
timeless,” she says – “design pieces that will speak for years.”

The basement is also an office space for Jan, as she works from home. 
“I love it down here,” she says. “I find it quite cosy.” 

The persistent chirping of neighbouring birds echoes throughout the 
house, reminding one of the simplicity and natural beauty that emanates from 
this beautiful bungalow nestled alongside a pebble stone beach in Cobourg. 

 Jan and Kevin have decided to sell this incredible property. Kevin has 
an exciting new career opportunity that will take them out of the area. 
Their next move will undoubtedly involve another restoration. To find out 
more about this fabulous home, contact Marianne Wilson of Re/Max 
Lakeshore Realty Inc. Brokerage in Cobourg.  OH

ABOVE: Walnut covers 
the stairs and wall 
leading to the lower 
level. RIGHT: A quaint 
kitchen area on the 
lower level encourages 
guests to stay awhile. 
BELOW: Family 
heirlooms adorn the 
walls in the lower level 
guest bedroom.

SOURCE GUIDE

Abel Branc , Acero Stainless, B&B Electric, B&R Jackson 

Construction, Canadian Tire Garden Centre, Gun Duncan 

Landscaping Ltd., Madawaska Doors Inc., MM Plumbing Inc., 

Northumberland Glass & Windows Ltd., ProTurf Irrigation, Sine’s 

Flooring, Skratt’s Tree Service,  SWS Spectacular Water Systems, 

Towne & Country Landscaping, Vosburgh Home Décor

Working with people to enhance their outdoor living space, helping 
them create areas of beauty and relaxation on their property

905.373.6067 The Interior Store that Comes to your Door
Lairds Interiors

Freshen up for Summer with
up to 50% off Levolor Blinds

705 341 0453 | 705 879 9119
www.Lairdsinteriors.com

For a free in-home consultation please call:

E L E VAT E  Y O U R  D É C O R
PAINT ISN’T THE ONLY THING THAT CAN

B R I G H T E N  U P  A  R O O M .

   

Accordia™ Cellular Shades. The perfect 
place to begin your decorating journey. LEVOLOR.CA

G E T  I N S P I R E D  @

NEW SHOWROOM D NEW FLOORING PRODUCTS
AMAZING SELECTION OF AREA RUGS D HUNTER DOUGLAS WINDOW COVERINGS

884 Division St., Cobourg
905.372.9117 D 1.800.354.3091
sinesflooring@bellnet.ca 
www.sinesflooring.ca

From hardwood to laminate, vinyl, ceramic, natural stone, carpet and 
window coverings we have a large selection that will help you create that 
traditional, contemporary or modern space that you have always wanted.

 Mannington Adura

Marianne Wilson, Sales Representative
info@mariannewilson.ca | www.mariannewilson.ca    

REMAX LAKESHORE REALTY INC BROKERAGE
1011 ELGIN STREET WEST COBOURG 905.373.7653

each office independently owned and operated

Fine Homes and Luxury Properties 

$1,680,000 mls 122417
9 Pebble Beach Dr, Cobourg

$499,000 mls 130912 
317 Parkview Hills Dr, Cobourg

$589,999 mls 130197
882 Carlisle St, Cobourg

$1,280,000 mls 130429
237 Lakeshore Rd, Grafton
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