
WHAT’S HOT: The fascinating, three-dimensional glass “witch balls” 

are current best-sellers, but, adds Monica, “Everything has its moment.” 

Translucent chargers, bowls and plates, in colours reminiscent of 

Depression glass, gleam in the well-placed lighting installed by Paulus.

SEASONAL: Seasonal décor, like Christmas trees, scary Halloween 

bats and metal stars with lights inside are popular, as are butterflies 

to adorn the patio.

FAVOURITES: Known as the Colour King by his supplier, Paulus has 

surreal lobsters and crabs imaginatively displayed in an aquarium 

with live fish. Farm and domestic animals, fashioned in various mainly 

recycled materials, graze, stalk or stand guard. Monica’s pottery dishes, 

especially tea sets, are always in demand.

WHERE: 2 Mill St., Warkworth, 705.924.9173, www.franticfarms.com  OH
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FUN AND 
WHIMSY

THE PLACE: The ambience is not frantic, but fun and whimsical, with generous lashings of 

artistry, practicality and magic at Frantic Farms Clay & Glass & Gallery. Pottery and glass 

sculpture, created by the husband-and-wife team of Monica Johnston and Paulus Tjiang, blend with 

a unique array of handcrafted home décor items — for indoors and outdoors — to fit all tastes and 

pocketbooks. Monica, talented potter and teacher, and Paulus, master glass blower, have been a 

team for 22 years. They grew their business as they raised their family. “We used to do everything 

from our home. That was the origin of the name Frantic Farms,” Monica says. Their wood-fired 

pottery kiln and glass-blowing operation remains at their Northumberland County farm.

THE STYLE: In 2004, the couple found a rundown building in downtown Warkworth and Paulus, 

whom Monica calls “a real Renaissance man,” began “gutting it to the bare bones” to create the 

studio-cum-showroom of today. There are fanciful works in various media — metal, wood — all 

produced by artists and artisans who are friends of the couple.
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