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weathering
HEIGHTS

OOn a clear day, you can see forever but, 
when weather fronts move in, the view 
really gets exciting. 

From its vantage point on a hill in the Oak Ridges Moraine near 
Pontypool, the home of Al O’Reilly and Candice Graham offers non-stop 
vistas in every direction, but especially to the south and west.

The couple say it was love at first sight. They viewed the house, which 
was just a shell in September 2010, and decided immediately that they 
could make it their dream home. Today, they believe they have succeeded. 
“It was the impulse buy of all time,” Graham smiles.

Now, they enjoy cool, bug-free hilltop breezes on hot summer days 

and nights, brilliant forest panoramas in the autumn, snowshoeing on 
the 18 acres in winter, listening to the frogs on the spring-fed pond in 
spring and the excitement of watching weather fronts and storms move 
in during all seasons.

“Looking out the windows is our weather channel,” O’Reilly jokes. The 
5,500 sq. ft., five-bedroom home offers plenty of space and enjoyment for 
the family, which also includes O’Reilly’s two teenage daughters and the 
family’s two large dogs, a Doberman Pinscher and a Great Dane.

The home’s architect and the man who picked out the brilliant site 
was Ray King of Discovery Dream Homes, a member of the Timber 
Framers Guild, Canadian Home Builders’ Association, International Log 
Builders’ Association, and Canada Green Building Council, among other 
organizations. The Peterborough and The Kawarthas Home Builders 
Association recently named Discovery Dream Homes Builder of the Year 

TOP: Sunlight streams through the large triptych windows of the main floor 
great room. FAR LEFT: The great room has a horse décor theme. Overlooking 
the great room is a sitting room leading to the bedrooms of the household’s 
two teenage daughters. CENTRE: The wooden sculpture of horses hanging 
above the fireplace mantel was carved from a single piece of wood. LEFT: It 
took six strong men to hang the chandelier in the great room.

for 2011. It won awards for Best Website and also, for this house, Best 
Manufactured Home Over 2,200 Square Feet. Discovery was responsible 
for the attractive and energy-efficient windows and knotty pine doors, 
solid pine stairs and roofing. 

Jeff Chandler of Chandler Homes in Little Britain handled the 
finishing and acted as general contractor for excavation, electrical work, 
trim and mouldings. And what trim and mouldings! The exposed wooden 
beams add warmth to the home’s soaring cathedral ceiling in the great 
room and pine ceilings in the intimate loft spaces. In the loft area above the 
great room are the girls’ bedrooms, both of which adjoin one full, shared 
bath. All the baths in the home have unique rock sinks from Benson 
Plumbing of Lindsay. The girls’ bedrooms also open onto a common 
sitting area overlooking the great room.

With its English hickory floors from Lindsay Floorcovering Ltd., 
cultured stone fireplace and floor-to-ceiling, south-facing windows, 
the great room is at the heart of the home, flowing into the kitchen – the 
couple’s favourite spot. They love to cook and entertain. When they do, it is 
not unusual to have 12 people sit down around their solid maple “groaning 
board” table. Appliances came from Bert’s Appliance Sales & Service 
in Fenelon Falls. O’Reilly’s favourite “toy” is the built-in coffee machine. 
The Delray Granite countertops gleam under lighting both decorative 
and practical by Mariposa Electric Ltd. of Lindsay. 
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Although the home is flooded with natural light, even on a cloudy day, 
Graham points out that at night, in this rural location, it is very dark. To 
chase the gloom, the house has 134 lights, inside and out, from Union 
Lighting & Furnishings, with the decorative fixtures lovingly chosen by 
the homeowners. It took six strong men to hang the cast-iron chandelier 
from the ceiling of the great room.

The home features two indoor waterfalls, one on the main floor and 
one in the completely finished basement with its 10-foot ceilings and wall 
of south facing windows. “The waterfalls purify the air,” Graham says. 
“And they’re very soothing to listen to, when you’re falling asleep,” adds 
O’Reilly. Also in the basement is the family’s home entertainment centre, 
“the black box,” containing central computerized sound, security, DVD, 
satellite and Wi-Fi systems, installed by Northern Lights Security of 
Bobcaygeon and Fenelon Falls. This lower floor also has a gym, infrared 
sauna and two bedrooms.

Another unique feature of the home is the widow’s watch perched at 
the apex of the roof, a multi-sided, multi-window structure that brings 
in still more light and adds a fascinating architectural detail.

Above the spacious two-car garage with heated floor and doors 
from the Overhead Door Company, Peterborough, Graham is hoping 
to create a studio/office where she can indulge her passions of painting 
and photography.

OPPOSITE: With two resident chefs, the kitchen is often a hive of 
conversation and activity as family and guests gather to watch O’Reilly 
and Graham prepare meals. TOP LEFT: The solid wooden bench table 
easily accommodates up to a dozen guests adjacent to the kitchen.
TOP RIGHT: O’Reilly and Graham and their two large, loveable dogs cosy 
up on the lower floor lounge. ABOVE: One of two guest rooms opens off 
the lower floor lounge.Continued on page 34
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The house was designed with radiant heat floors, which are cosy in 
winter, but don’t provide for ductwork for air-conditioning. The couple 
had Sheridan Heating & Air Conditioning of Woodville add ductwork 
to the original shell so they could be assured of year-round comfort.

The natural look of the grey-stained pine and cultured stone exterior 
blends into the hillside, making the home look almost like a natural 
phenomenon. Interior and exterior painting was done by Dean Chisholm 
of Peterborough.

Dutch Touch Landscaping of Orono did the landscaping. The couple 
cannot say enough good things about the work of Pieter Gjaltema and 
his crew who installed plantings as well as 500 tons of natural stone as 
retaining walls so the sloping site does not erode. Standing on the decks that 
surround the main floor of the house, your toes are at the level of treetops.

Outdoor living will be further enhanced by the completion of the 
cabana, where an eight-foot barbecue has been installed, along with a 
fridge and wet sink, sheltered from rain or too much sun. Nearby, an 
outdoor fountain will provide the same soothing sounds O’Reilly so 
appreciates indoors. There’s also a firepit, which will be ideal for their 
girls and their friends to stay warm during summer campouts.

“Natural” is the key word in describing the appeal of this home – the 
building products, the surroundings – even the neighbours. The family 
was welcomed to their home when a neighbour’s pet Canada Goose flew 
in. Other neighbours have horses, goats, sheep and peacocks. Then there 
are the wild animals: the salamanders, coyotes, deer, hawks and more. 
Then, of course, there is Mother Nature herself, visible in all her majesty 
and power. This is the weathering heights for happily-ever-after.  OH

A widow’s watch tower soars upward 
from the sitting room in the loft. BELOW 
LEFT: Light shines from windows in the 
tower on to the open wooden beams 
and finished walls of the home’s interior. 
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: (1) 
Exposed wooden beams are carried 
on throughout the 5,500 sq. ft. home. 
The master bedroom opens onto an 
outdoor deck. (2) The soaker tub in the 
master bathroom looks out over Oak 
Ridges Moraine hills. (3) On the lower 
floor, there’s a gym and infrared sauna. 
A wireless, zoned audio visual system 
serves the entire home. (4) All bathroom 
sinks are made of carved stone.
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