
W“We knew what we wanted,” says Jackie, 
who loves decorating and claims to “dabble” 
in interior design when she actually excels 
at it. Their Cobourg home is a visual feast 
of creative design, eclectic furnishings and 
cherished art collected over their 46-year 
marriage. Retired school principals, the couple 
had tired of Toronto, its noise and traffic. They 
searched for a home closer to their Haliburton 
Highlands cottage. They wanted a hospital 
nearby and a house where they wouldn’t 
have to climb stairs as they grew older. 
Near downtown Cobourg they happened 
upon Ryerson Commons, a condominium 
development by Rollins Housing. They fell in 
love with the spot and purchased a new home.

“We actually bought it from the plans and 
worked with the developer and the contractor 
to outfit it the way we wanted,” says Jackie. 
“We made a number of changes to the plan, to 
our specifications, and we were very involved 
in every aspect of the build.” They lived in 
their cottage for a year while the condo was 
built, visiting the construction site every two 
weeks, more frequently as the home neared 
completion. “We had almost a year and we 
were able to plan,” Bob says. Continued on page 22

LEFT: Jackie LaRouche-Merifield and Bob 
Merifield redesigned their living room so the 
main view overlooks a nearby pond. They 
also raised the gas fireplace to make it a more 
visible feature. INSET: On the north side of the 
home, the boulder-rimmed man-made pond is 
home to raucous red-winged blackbirds and 
tranquil mallards. ABOVE: In the entrance hall, 
the playful image of a psychedelic bovine came 
from Bennett’s Home Furnishings. 
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EcLectics
After restoring a century-old country home in Ingersoll and living in a 
downtown Toronto penthouse, Jackie LaRouche-Merifield and her husband 
Bob Merifield didn’t compromise when they made a new home in Cobourg.
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Their planning and attention to detail 
touched every room. Changes started at the 
home’s entrance where they replaced stairs 
with a ramp. Inside the front door, they shrank 
the double-door closet in favour of a larger 
entry to a study and TV room that replaced 
a bedroom originally planned for the space. 
They installed tall steel and glass pocket doors 
that afford privacy in the study but keep the 
condo light-filled and spacious. The couple 
transformed the adjoining bathroom into a 
powder room with black walls and ceiling and 
a petrified wood sink. By removing the tub 
and modifying the basement staircase to allow 
future installation of a stair lift, if needed, 
they created enough space for a walk-in china 
cabinet adjoining the dining room.

A black, coffered ceiling was built over the 
dining space. In the open-concept kitchen, 
where Bob does all of the cooking, they 
installed a two-tiered, partly leathered granite-
top island, angled to allow Bob more work 
space for culinary adventures. “I enjoy cooking 
and I also enjoy eating,” he laughs. High-end 
kitchen cabinets from Home Hardware 
Building Centre Cobourg discreetly house 

Continued on page 24

the home’s sound system with its wiring built 
into the walls. The couple worked closely with 
Home Hardware Building Centre’s Tracy 
MacFarlane on the kitchen and bathrooms, as 
well as the downstairs media room. “She was an 
excellent, knowledgeable source, fun to work 
with,” says Jackie. “We really enjoyed our time 
with her.” They redesigned the kitchen pantry 
and built a colour-filled office for Jackie in the 
ground-floor laundry room.

The living room also saw major changes. A 
large window, originally intended to overlook 
the backyard, was moved to the north side of 

the building for the view of a deep, man-made 
pond. Rimmed by stone and bulrushes, 
the lush pool is home to mallard ducks and 
redwing blackbirds. “We really have a lovely 
vantage point. It’s quite soothing and we 
love to see the ducks,” Jackie says. Framed 
in stainless steel in a surround of porcelain 
and glass tile, the living room’s gas fireplace 
was raised, making it a focal point visible to 
the entire room. “We wanted this to be very 
contemporary with touches of the traditional 
because we have pieces from our parents that 
we wanted to incorporate here,” Jackie says. 

LEFT: Nine-foot glass and steel doors 
from The Sliding Door Company open to 
a bright study and TV room at the front of 
the home. The soft red leather recliners 
are from The Olde Hide House. ABOVE: 
A colourful trapeze artist greets visitors at 
the front entrance. TOP: The powder room 
has a petrified wood sink atop a bamboo 
vanity, created by the homeowners. “It feels 
like a little jewelry box when you go in,” 
says Jackie. OPPOSITE, TOP: Two kinds of 
granite, with different textures, cover the 
angled bi-level island and dining bar in the 
kitchen. BOTTOM: The homeowners worked 
with builders to design and construct the 
black coffered ceiling above the dining room. 
The Art Shoppe supplied the dinner table and 
chairs as well as the chandelier.
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Two of those pieces are nearly identical semi-
wing chairs that Bob and Jackie’s mothers 
each bought from the Eaton’s catalogue when 
they were first married. “Each of them gave us 
their chairs,” Bob says. Distinct Furniture & 
Upholstery repainted and recovered the chairs 
in eye-pleasing, zebra stripes. 

For the master bedroom, Daniele 
Aintablian of Distinct Furniture & Upholstery 
designed pillows and a reversible bed runner 
in turquoise fabric that Bob and Jackie 
found during a visit to Canterbury, England. 
Daniele’s husband Herach made the headboard 
and a dressing bench and reupholstered a 
corner chair that belonged to Jackie’s mother. 
Lampshades on the dresser match. 

Precisely-positioned light sconces 
intersperse tall, custom-made mirrors in the 
en suite. A built-in dressing table separates 
two halves of the quartz-topped double vanity. 
Linton Windows & Glass installed the 
mirrors and glass-panelled shower. Porcelain 
tiles on the wall and floor were supplied and 
installed by Sine’s Flooring, which also 
furnished the basement carpeting and the 
stained, birch flooring on the main floor.

Downstairs, Jackie and Bob had the 
heating ductwork in the ceiling repositioned 
for more headroom and greater flexibility for 
their design of a large media room, two guest 
rooms, a bathroom and laundry. Bob built 
the media library shelving at the cottage and 
installed them here. Continued on page 26

ABOVE: Matching porcelain tiles sheath the shower walls and floor in the master bedroom 
en suite. Vanities and dressing table are capped with quartz. TOP: The master bedroom 
headboard, bench, pillows and bedcovers were all custom made. LEFT: Ceiling heating 
ducts were rearranged to create more headroom downstairs where two guest rooms 
provide pleasant accommodation. 
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Scott Jackson of Scotland Yards 
Landscaping Ltd. built a unique backyard 
patio, double the originally-planned size. “He 
was great to work with,” Jackie says. Window 
trim and inside doors were upgraded to a 
more contemporary style from Kerr’s Home 
Products Limited.

Bob and Jackie had a great working 
relationship with the builder who was 
accommodating and helpful throughout 
the construction. “We really did do a lot of 
changes. As a matter of fact, the architect came 
to see it because he was shocked at everything 
we had proposed,” Jackie says. “We were 

impressed with the builder. We looked at a 
lot of places in the surrounding area and the 
building contracting was top-notch here. They 
are very solid homes, really well built.” 

Although the couple didn’t know anybody 
living in Cobourg when they first came to 
town, they are making a life here. They live 
within walking distance of downtown and 
the beaches on Lake Ontario. There are 
many places to explore and festivals to enjoy. 
“We love Cobourg. It’s a lovely community, 
people are very friendly,” Jackie says. “We’re 
making wonderful friends here and enjoying 
our new life.”  OH
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Four battery-powered reclining chairs offer leisurely seating in 
the downstairs media room where Bob made the library shelving. 
BOTTOM LEFT: A glazed acrylic painting by Mélanie Simard hangs 
over the stairs descending to the ground level. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Jackie’s office is an artful space in the laundry room.
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