
A SYMPHONY OF 
LIGHT AND SPACE

IIt’s called organic 
architecture, a style 
characterized by harmony 
between people and nature. 
It fits beautifully into this 
eclectic Peterborough 
neighbourhood where 
Catherine and David 
Johnston live with their 
three children.

With its clean lines and floor-to-ceiling 
windows, the front entry to the Johnston 

home signals an open, warm welcome.

The calm interior of the upper floor living room looks 
out into mature trees. For privacy, discreet blinds can 
be drawn. BELOW: An open staircase at the entryway 
leads both up to the main floor living area and family 

bedrooms, and down to the den and recreational space.

Continued on page 24
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Indeed, the harmony in this 1964 house is symphonic, its style greatly 
influenced by iconic American architect Frank Lloyd Wright. There is so 
much glass the house is almost transparent: lots of interior and exterior 
open space and light, functional interior spaces, even a waterfall in 
the front yard. Casey’s Interlock & Landscape installed most of the 
exterior stonework. Stephen’s Landscape helps maintain the natural 
look of trees, water and rocks in the gardens.

David grew up in this neighbourhood. After they wed, he and Catherine 
fell in love with this house. Seven years ago, they approached its then-owners 
with an offer to purchase. They were successful and have been living happily 
ever since, making sympathetic alterations to suit their own lifestyle and needs.

Clad in wood and Shouldice Estate Stone Kingston Blend from Rona  
Cashway Building Centre in Cobourg, the home exterior blends into 
its well-treed lot seamlessly. Although the floor plan is essentially that of 
a raised bungalow, the unusual protruding two-storey main entrance, an 
addition from the 1990s with a wall of oak-trimmed glass and a skylight, 

is further enhanced by an exterior wooden pergola that provides a semi-
sheltered welcome, but does not impede views from within.

Space and light are themes of this house, with its multiple large 
windows, (all windows and doors also from Rona), open interior spaces, 
glassed-in stairwells, skylights, multiple mirrors and reflective surfaces 
– even peek-a-boo cutouts in walls and ceilings.

The heart of the home is its kitchen, by AyA Kitchen Designs, with 
structural work by general contractor Spotlight Home and Lifestyle. 
The gleaming stainless steel appliances from Tasco complement the glass 
and mirrored surfaces in the rest of the house. 

This kitchen has it all. The exterior wall that overlooks the backyard 
and pool is made entirely of eight panels of steel-framed glass, six of which 
can be opened to add outdoor living space in warm weather and plenty of 
atmosphere in any season. 

When they decided to refresh their kitchen, David says Catherine, the 
head chef, was focused on storage, while he concentrated on design. They 

LEFT: The Johnston kitchen is the hub of family life. The island with sink 
is ideal for food prep while the lower-level surface with chairs serves as a 
dining centre. BOTTOM LEFT: Natural light streams into the kitchen from 
the skylight windows above. Through the wall of glass windows to the right, 
the view takes in the outdoor pool and patio area with park beyond. In 
warmer weather, the panels of glass slide open for easy access. BELOW:  
Connected through a door from the kitchen is the adjacent dining room.

have certainly achieved a balance between the two priorities with the help 
of AyA Kitchen Designs. Manhattan II, Oyster-painted cabinetry offers 
practical and attractive storage, accented with aluminum doors with grey 
Lacobel glass flip-ups. All under-the-counter storage is in drawers. “I 
couldn’t picture putting plates in drawers, but it has been very successful. 
The drawers are down low, where the kids (aged 12, 8 and 6) can reach 
them and that really makes sense,” David says.

The kitchen is truly a family space, with a central island that offers a 
sink, prep space and table-and-bar-level seating for seven, with stools and 
chairs from Modern Sense. The cabinets are Stratus, in Slate Grey Zebrano. 
Nearby is a computer station with printer, “very handy for the kids when 
they are doing their homework,” David notes. Counters are Silestone in 
Raven, a quartz product.

Focus Flooring Centre sourced the unique, oversized floor tiles 
with the look of distressed steel. In addition, Focus supplied the glass-tile 
backsplash in shades of grey, blue-grey and black. Continued on page 26
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ABOVE: The family den is on the lower floor, featuring 
raised large windows and one of three gas fireplaces in 
the home. LEFT: The den is accessible via two staircases; 
one from the front foyer and the other from the kitchen.

The family eats virtually all meals here and this is also the centre of the 
action when the family entertains. David and Catherine have a large extended 
family and love to host gatherings. The Johnstons recently hosted 70 at an 
event for their children’s school. “The house has great flow,” greatly aided 
by a kitchen stairwell leading down to the family room in the high, bright 
basement, David says. The custom-built, glass-and-steel stair surround was 
made by City Welding Works with glass from Robert Cote Glass Services. 

This downstairs room is carpeted wall-to-wall in a cosy, hard-wearing 
honey-coloured Berber from Whelan’s Flooring Centre. The spacious 
room is a home for kids’ toys and games, the family piano, large screen TV, 
and a fish tank that houses the outdoor fish in winter. The room also has one 
of the home’s three gas fireplaces. Here, as in the upstairs living room, the 
elegant and practical furniture came from Bennett’s Home Furnishings.

Concealed window coverings throughout the house are from Hunter-
Douglas, but David says they are almost never used, since the family prefers 
to feel the outside indoors. The Johnstons replaced an existing in-ground 
pool with a kidney-shaped granite pool from Betz Pools and pool deck by 
John Sims Concrete Construction. David Johnston built the bar with 

the help of a neighbour, accessorizing in “tiki” from Primitive Designs. 
The property is an all-season playground. The family taps the trees 

and makes its own maple syrup each winter. Last season only yielded 
two gallons, but in other years, they have had six.

The home’s famous “flow” radiates from the kitchen into a formal 
dining room with space to seat 10 at a table and chairs from Knock on 
Wood and More. An unusual reflective metal panel in the ceiling makes 
its nine-foot height seem higher and magnifies the glitz of the crystal light 
fixture from HomeSense.

The living room at the front of the house shares its solid oak flooring 
(Monaghan Lumber Specialties) with the dining room and bedrooms. 
The oak matches with the original door, window and shelf trim and around 
unique, geometric ceiling insets. Built-ins hold books, games, photo albums, 
video and audio recordings for good family times on long winter evenings. 
Here is another gas fireplace. The third is in the master bedroom.

Other contractors who helped the Johnstons’ dreams come true 
include: Lancer Electric, Sparkies Electric, John Leacy, who painted 
the interior, and Darren Marsiske, the exterior painter.  OH
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