
MODERN
Rustic

STORY EILEEN ARGYRIS
PHOTOGRAPHY JAY ROBINSON 

OOften on a rural property, in particular Eastern Ontario, we are 
apt to find historic century homes, ranch-style bungalows or even 
grand old farmhouses dotting the landscape. However, sometimes, 
given the right property, combined with the appropriate creative 
vision, we find a design project that is something special.

ABOVE: The Florida room overlooks the property’s private pond and 
mature forest. It’s a favourite spot for the homeowners’ to enjoy a morning 
coffee. TOP RIGHT: The kitchen serves as the hub of the home. The design 
continues is both efficient and elegant. RIGHT: Natural light floods the 
dining room, furnished in a modern style with a rustic touch. 

Continued on page 22
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In the thickly forested Northumberland hills north of Cobourg 
stands a house with great bones. BONE Structure, the Quebec firm 
that is currently garnering attention with its steel-framed buildings for 
domestic use, put up the frame for a large addition to the pre-existing 
historic cabin, and it’s here to stay.

This now 4,000 sq. ft., open-concept house is the home of Lynda and 
Brian Toll and their adorable Yorkie, Henry. “We like efficiency,” says 
Brian, adding they were aiming for a streamlined look with a place for 
everything, but without sacrificing warmth and the odd antique or rustic 
touch. “We call it rustic modern,” he adds, and it’s a perfect description.

What thoroughly modern home features an aged reclaimed tree 
trunk as the headboard of a bed from Legacy Vintage Building 
Materials & Antiques in Cobourg? Then again, what rustic home 
features the latest in sleek modern cabinetry by Frank Bouwmans 

of Picture Perfect Kitchens? It’s an eclectic blend that really 
works for the Tolls.

The original part of the house has been here since the 19th century. 
It once served as a fishing lodge for a railroad tycoon who allegedly 
numbered Canada’s first prime minister, Sir John A. Macdonald, among 
his frequent guests. The coach from Cobourg’s railway station only 
came this far north of the town, says Lynda. At this corner, the horses 
were watered and rested and then turned back. For a visitor from 
Kingston or Ottawa, the arrangement was ideal.

Another notable Canadian, champion figure skater Toller Cranston, 
once lived here.

Now the two structures – the original rustic and the steel-framed 
modern – have been seamlessly blended into one very efficient and 
attractive whole, thanks to the design skills of the owners.

In 1996, the Tolls purchased the old, 
refurbished fishing lodge, ideally situated on 
six acres of land with four ponds. “It had trees, 
water and privacy,” they point out, plus an 
artesian well for pure drinking water, tons of 
privacy, yet with proximity to shopping and 
other services. It was, and is, ideal for visits 
from their five grandchildren. 

The younger ones, aged eight, 10 and 
13, enjoy riding their all-terrain vehicles 
on the property, catching frogs or skating 
on the ponds and zip-lining through the 
tops of the trees. 

The eight-month-old addition includes 
an extra-wide, extra-long entrance hall. 
Off the hall, you will find the ultra-modern 
kitchen, with its stainless steel counters, 
Miele induction cooktop and hood fan, 
Thermador oven, GE Monogram refrigerator 
and LG dishwasher, along with the ingenious 
built-ins by Picture Perfect Kitchens. The 
kitchen leads into a billiards room that also 
serves as a library and wet bar. A dining area 
and two different sitting areas complete the 
spacious and gracious living space, which 
overlooks (through expansive windows by 
Northumberland Glass & Windows Ltd. 
and BONE Structure) picturesque woodlands, 
ponds and gardens. This great room is also 
where the Tolls play their grand piano and 
entertain and enjoy home entertainment from 
Showtime TV and Stereo, Cobourg.

Underfoot are reclaimed antique wood 
floors made of aged woods from various 
trees – oak, hickory, elm, etc. – from a dealer 
in Midland. The effect is rich, warm and 
rustic, yet sleek, clean and modern. “We saw 
(the flooring) at a home-and-cottage show 
and knew right away that was what we 
wanted,” says Lynda.

 A Rumford wood-burning fireplace is a 
focal point for the conjoined rooms with its 
authentic granite surround that stretches from 
floor-to-ceiling, installed by Wayne Nicolas 
and Ed Moseanko of Campbellford.

The Tolls refer to the “other side of 
the house,” as the “guest wing,” although, 

ABOVE RIGHT: Custom art for the Toll’s, designed 
by their son, accompanies the fashionable furnishing 
of the main dining room. TOP RIGHT: Natural 
light is the order of the day in most rooms of the 
home, as seen here in the master bedroom with 
an inviting chez lounger. BOTTOM RIGHT: Living 
in the quiet confines of a rural property leaves 
plenty of opportunity for taking in a good book in 
the library area.

Continued on page 24

LEFT: There is no shortage of sitting areas in 
the main living room, be it fireside for a chilly 
winter eve or relaxing while taking in a show on 
the generous sectional sofa. BOTTOM LEFT: 
Homeowners Brian and Lynda Toll have spent 
more than three years putting the finishing 
touches on their country enclave. RIGHT: The 
dark, stout profile of the home is juxtaposed 
against the scenic beauty of the rural property. 
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technically, their master suite is included. There are four bedrooms 
altogether, all on the main floor, except the master, which has a private 
loft. The wing also houses the laundry, a powder room, storage, a 
three-car garage, a five-piece washroom, a three-piece washroom 
and the three guest bedrooms, all overlooking the grounds. Also just 
beyond the windows is a hot tub by Clear Choice Pool and Spa 
Centre, Cobourg.

The master walk-in closet was planned for the storage of everything, 
including Lynda’s collection of sunglasses. A small office adjoining the 
master bedroom makes efficient use of the landing at the top of the 
stairs. The master en suite features, by their preference, a giant shower 
and no tub. Again, the view from the master is of the gardens and 
grounds. “We have no rooms that don’t get used,” says Lynda.

The Tolls say it only took two-to-three days for BONE Structure to 
erect the steel frame on which their addition is built. During that time, 
however, the French-speaking workers from Quebec had time to make 
friends with their dog, Henry, and dubbed him Henri Lucien (or Henri 
le chien), Brian jokes. Atop the walls, Ellico Inc. of Port Hope installed 
the rubber membrane that sealed the flat roof.

Other contractors, with whom the Tolls were very satisfied, 
included Marshman Bros. Concrete Floor Co. of Precious 
Corners, Gerald Davidson Heating and Plumbing Ltd. and 
Comfort Zone Heating and Air Conditioning (they have 
two furnaces), Fred Reid of Current Electric, Port Hope, Jet 
Plumbing of Centreton, Wayne Marsh Construction Ltd. 
of Cobourg, Northumberland Drywall of Cobourg, Ontario 
Carpet Supermart of Cobourg, and landscaper Charlie Harnden 
of Baltimore, who helped the owners realize their vision, a 
work still ongoing.

If you notice a preponderance of contractors from the nearby area, 
that is no accident. “We tried to use local (trades) as much as we 
could,” says Brian.

Looks like it paid off.  OH

ABOVE: The interior 
design features a generous 
application of heritage 
barn board to contrast the 
smooth, modern stone and 
tile finishes in the master 
bath and the headboard in 
the master bedroom. LEFT: 
Having the opportunity 
to add custom design 
elements to your home is 
a luxury when building a 
custom home as illustrated 
with the “Glasses Shelf” in 
the master bedrooms walk-
in closet. BELOW: A pair of 
twin beds await a visit from 
the Tolls’ grandchildren who 
often escape the city for a 
visit to enjoy rural pursuits.

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

t. 905.377.9719
f. 905.377.0232
c. 905.376.3819

mbarry@comforthvac.ca

www.comfortzonecanada.ca

Serving Cobourg, Port Hope & Surrounding Area

200 McGuire Street,
Cobourg, ON

Sales & Installation

Same Day Service

True 24 Hour Service

Maintenance Plans Available

Custom Design & Custom Finish 
We offer state-of-the-art CNC technology. Our clients 
expect the precision fit-and-finish which is the hallmark 
of our brand.

For Home, 
Cottage
or Both Just plug it in ...

TRY 
BEFORE 

YOU BUY!

rentals 
available

Spacious 6 person, all season hot tub with self-cleaning, 
high output ozonator and a 10 year warranty!

Dare to compare!   www.rotospa.com

VISIT OUR FACTORY & SHOWROOM

1565 County Road 18 
LAKEFIELD

(Between Bridgenorth & Lakefield)

1 (877).ROTOSPA

Hot Tubs

• plugs into any standard 110v outlet, 220v ready, if desired
• transports easily, just roll into place
• dual filtration system with high efficiency, 2-speed pump
• 20 hydrotherapy jets including foot massagers
• completely sealed 1-piece durable shell 
• high density injection foam 
 insulated throughout
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