
S P R I N G  2 0 1 0

www.ourhomesmagazine.com/peterborough

Premiere Edition!

plus
ECO-CHIC GARDENS  

AND KITCHENS
2
NATURAL ELEGANCE 
IN NORTHUMBERLAND

WOOD AND WATER 
IN THE KAWARTHAS

BEAUTIFUL  
HOMES

&
THE ULTIMATE 
SHOPPING DESTINATION



Exceptional. Affordable.

Bring in a copy of this ad to receive
your FREE 168-page plan book.

Step inside and discover a better way to build.

Offer expires July 1, 2010.

For the location nearest you, call 888-546-9663 or visit linwoodhomes.com
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Talk to an Expert

2512 Chemong Road North
RR#1 Peterborough, Ontario

Canada, K9J 6X2

Telephone: 705-292-9565 | Toll Free: 800-749-0798
Email: info@whelansflooring.com  

www.whelansflooring.com

Area Rugs  |  Laminate  |  Ceramic Tile  |  Linoleum  |  Carpet  |  Hardwood



Quality of life begins at

From outdoor kitchen to living room and relaxation zones, think 

of your outdoor space as extra square footage that creates 

a new multi-functional area for you, your family and friends. 

1525 Chemong Rd., Peterborough

705 876 9707
www.rovapatio.com

Mon - Fri 10am - 5:30 pm
Sat 10am - 4pm

Relax, dine and entertain in style

Bistro Sets 
Replacement Cushions 
Umbrellas 
Lounges 
Sun Shelters 
Patio Furniture 
Retractable Awnings 
Hammocks 
Outdoor Blinds 
Outdoor Heaters
BBQ Shelters
Gazebos
Fresh Demineralized 
Bottled Water Refill Stations

Untitled-3   1 4/26/10   2:05:22 PM

NEW HOMES AND COMMERCIAL OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE
Visit our sales centre in Cobourg at 950 New Amherst Boulevard 

For more information about the community at New Amherst please call

905-372-1406 or 1-866-528-9618
www.newamherst.com

New Amherst

Imagine yourself surrounded by the spirit of main street living 
by choosing New Amherst On The Boulevard.  Enhance your lifestyle

with well designed lofts, flats, townhouses and retail space
that will offer amenities just steps from your door.

REGISTER ONLINE TO RECEIVE PRIORITY 
INFORMATION BY CLICKING ON THE BOULEVARD.

NEW AMHERST ON THE BOULEVARD

New Amherst - our homes mag fnl  4/26/10  12:00 PM  Page 1
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100% RECYCLED 
PLASTIC PRODUCTS

www.taylorsplastic.com

Tel: 1.877.939.6072 or 705.939.6072
HWY 28, JUST 5 MINUTES SOUTH OF KAWARTHA DOWNS

Made from 100% recycled plastic, the furniture is both UV resistant and maintenance free, so there’s no storage 
necessary in inclement weather. Taylors is committed to providing environmentally friendly, quality products that 

provide consumers with an affordable, alternative to wood, concrete or metal.

• Maintenance-free!
• Chairs, tables, benches & more
• Plastic lumber & plastic sheeting
• Over 14 colours available
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WWELCOME TO THE PREMIERE EDITION of OUR HOMES 
magazine, Peterborough and Northumberland Counties. There’s much 
to celebrate in this area of Ontario as those of us who live, cottage or visit 
here know.

When the Wisconsin glacier receded from southern Ontario 12,000 
years ago, melt-water lakes, including the Kawarthas, were formed. As 
a result, you are never far from a lake, stream or river. The Oak Ridges 
Moraine in the south, created from glacial deposits, stretches west to east, 
its rolling forested hills affording spectacular vistas. 

True, our geography has challenged the concept of getting there from 
here. In the first wave of human settlement, the waterways were the 
transportation link. Water access was key to settlement. Later, sinuous 
roadways heralded the modern age. With so much beauty and character 
of place around every bend, the “getting there” became part of the joy of 
arrival. Our topography has become integral to our definition of “home.” 

Brian Starke’s enthusiastic childhood memories of summer months 
visiting relatives at a Kawartha lake waterfront infected his wife Heather 
and their daughters. They purchased the property and began to plan a new 
Linwood Custom Home, incorporating the wood, stone, light and lake 
of their surroundings. Their delight in their completed project is shared 
when they welcome friends, relatives and now you, the reader, into their 
home (page 18).

Serendipity brought Wayne Lang and Martha Gartner to the 
Northumberland hills. Originally planning to relocate from Quebec to 
Toronto, a real estate agent mentioned a farm property that might be of 
interest to the couple’s acquaintances. Wayne had a look – and that was 
that. An avid gardener, he was won over by the rolling hills, the views and 
opportunity to integrate business, family and intellectual pursuits in a 
lifestyle exemplified by the family’s home. Enjoy what they discovered 
and built on page 34.

Over the past 23 years, the Lockside Trading Company has expanded 11 
times. What was initially a summertime, cottage lifestyle business is now 
a year-round, thriving décor and design destination catering to people 
who incorporate the qualities of natural beauty and a relaxed lifestyle 
wherever they may be. Enjoy an ice cream cone, music and an Internet 
connection with this innovative destination on page 28.

This magazine emphasizes the local connection to home ownership. 
We take pride in our local builders, contractors and suppliers. No one 
knows home like those who live here. Welcome home, and welcome to 
our quarterly magazine, OUR HOMES. 

Sincerely,

Mandy Martin, Managing Editor
mandy@ourhomesmagazine.com
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WWELCOME! We are extremely proud to bring you the premiere issue 
of OUR HOMES to this incredible and exciting area. 

To all our readers in Peterborough, Kawartha Lakes, Port Hope, 
Cobourg, Brighton, Lindsay, Bancroft, and all points in between, we hope 
you enjoy the first edition of OUR HOMES – the magazine dedicated to 
everything that makes your home a place where you feel most at ease.

As publishers of OUR HOMES, we are extremely excited about our 
first issue this spring. What better time to read about what‘s new in 
homes and cottages than the time of year when everything is new? We have 
great stories and spectacular photography for you to enjoy, including two 
beautiful homes, wonderful shopping destinations and talented people. 

We know how special this area is and we want to help you discover 
gorgeous homes, remarkable people and valuable businesses, right in your 
own backyard. 

A special thank you to our families, especially our kids, because no 
matter how many long hours we work or how many dinners and bedtimes 
we miss, they always greet us with huge hugs when we get home.

This beautiful spring season we wish you all the best.
So get comfy, grab a refreshing drink that reminds you of spring and enjoy!

Sincerely.

Don Butler & Mike Murphy, Publishers
don@ourhomesmagazine.com, mike@ourhomesmagazine.com

Don’s Girls Mike’s Son
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“In the spring, at the end of the day,
you should smell like dirt.”

 – Margaret Atwood

AAdd a fresh look to your home this spring 
with some of our favourite finds from 
around the region.

HORLINGS GARDEN CENTRE
(1) Rattan Dragonflies and Butterflies  
and Ceramic Bird Feeders
a) Decorate inside or outside with these 
colourful insects you want to have around.
b) Make bird watching more interesting and 
enjoyable with these brass-based, colourful, 
ceramic bird feeders.
3056 Lakefield Rd. Hwy. 28 N.
Lakefield
705.652.7979
www.horlingsgardencenter.com

1a

1b
Continued on page 16

P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  M I K E  M U R P H Y  &  D O N  B U T L E R

280 Perry Street, Unit 3, Peterborough

705.745.9786
1.877.229.0837

www.peterboroughglass.com      pgw@cogeco.net

FULL GLASS SERVICE

SHOP SERVICES:
Mirror & Glass cut to size while you wait

On-site fabricating • Screen/Glass replacement

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
ARCHITECTURAL • INSTITUTIONAL

PETERBOROUGH GLASS
& WINDOWS LIMITED

create a 

Fine Quality at an
Affordable Price

Fine Quality at an
Affordable Price

• Frame, Log & Timber Frame Homes

• 2 Year Workmanship Warranty

• Guaranteed Workmanship

• Renovations & Additions

• Written Contracts

• Fully Insured

705-768-7070
www.stoneylakefinehomes.com

705-768-7070
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JUST BECAUSE
(3) Sunflower Art and Hand-Crafted Gift Bags
a) Beautiful and timeless, this plaster and resin 
art will complement any wall or room.
b) These beautiful, hand-crafted bags, created 
by Cobourg artist Susan Baker, make a great gift 
to brighten anyone’s day.
101 King St. W.
Cobourg 
905.373.0315
justbecause@cogeco.net

FRIENDLY FIRES
(4) Wood Stove
Warm your home or cottage 
with this elegant wood stove 
by Hearth & Stone, distributed 
exclusively by Friendly Fires.
981 Hwy. 7 E. 
Peterborough
705.743.7977 
and
70 King St. E.
Cobourg
905.372.5900
www.friendlyfires.ca

SASCHA PICO  
HOME ACCENTS
(5) Britto Tea Pot and Mug
Fun, decorative and functional, 
these contemporary, bold 
patterns and vibrant colours 
will bring a whole new look  
to afternoon tea.
42 Walton St.
Port Hope
905.885.5039
www.saschapico.com  OH

3a

3b

4

5

KENT FLORIST
(2) Serving Trays
Made for serving or the perfect 
start to a centrepiece, these 
wicker trays by Indaba Trading 
are sure to be a springtime hit.
92 Kent St. W.
Lindsay
705.324.7314

2

16  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 0 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 0   17

s t y l e  p i c k s



TThe creat ion of  Windwood began 
with an island – the kitchen island. 

That island is now the centre of Heather and Brian Starke’s 4,660 sq. 
ft. cedar home by Linwood Custom Homes, which they share with their 
two teenage daughters. 

An 18-foot-long Cambrian black granite countertop bends beneath a 
20-foot-high vaulted cedar ceiling. It is situated across a great room with 
floor-to-ceiling window views to trees and water in the Kawartha Lakes 
area, north of Peterborough. 

“We’re pretty social,” Brian says. “We designed the kitchen and then 
the house around it. You can have 25 people and not feel crowded.” 

Brian spent many a childhood summer on the property owned by his 
aunt and uncle. Brian and Heather purchased the property on condition 
that Muriel and Tom Starke would continue to reside there until ready 
to relocate. “We had time to plan,” Brian says. They razed the former 
residence for a new design and build.

The beautiful kitchen and “Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired styling” were 
paramount to the new home.

Enter Craig McFarlane, Linwood’s Vice-President of Retail Sales 
and award-winning designer, who incorporated the Starke’s wish-list 
to create the scale of the rooflines and two wings off the kitchen. “Post 
and beam (construction) is so easy that way,” Brian says. Award-winning 
Linwood Interiors designer, Cindy McKellar, created the kitchen and 
bathroom designs. 

With extensive experience building Linwood homes, builder Mike 

Parlevliet of Parlevliet Construction was integral to the project. Drain 
Brothers Excavating Ltd. undertook the initial excavation and E. 
Carter Concrete Inc. did the foundation. For the eight-month build, 
Brian Starke assumed the role of general contractor. “There were only 
four days when there wasn’t someone working here,” says Brian. “One 
of my jobs was cleaning every night after everyone left so it was ready 
to go the next day.”

Two solid Douglas fir doors fitted with a Jeld-Wen surround  
glass-panel system form the main entrance, which opens to a foyer with 
a custom-crafted staircase on either side, including one open, floating 
staircase leading to the lower 2,350 sq. ft. level. The second staircase of 
ash wood with wrought iron and ash railings by Kawartha Stair & Rail 
Ltd. leads up to Heather’s loft office. Brian calls it “Heather’s commute.” 

Separating the foyer  from the kitchen is  a  f ree-stand ing  
cabinetry design, which, on the kitchen side, encloses the refrigerator  
and microwave.

While there is cupboard space within the kitchen island, a shelved 
pantry lies behind an adjacent pocket door. Kawartha Closets ’N 
Shelves installed the pantry and all closet systems in the home.

The cultured stone of the exterior main entry pillars, from Rehill’s 
Building Supplies, is echoed in the surround of the great room’s wood-
burning fireplace, installed by Alternative Enterprises, which also 
installed the gas fireplace in the library on the lower floor. 

“We wanted a rough-looking floor because I’d grown up in cottages,” 
Brian says. The 5.5-inch-wide ash planks were installed by Classic 
Hardwood Floors and Designs. The flooring was used throughout the 
kitchen and great room, extending into the glass-fronted dining room off 
the great room to the west.

BY  MANDY  MART IN  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  RANDY  ROMANO

An 18-foot Cambrian black granite 
countertop is the centre of 
Windwood, the Kawartha Lakes home 
of the Starke family.

The interior lights of the great room, 
above centre, and library below glow 

as dusk settles over the lakefront 
home. In the left wing, the master 

bedroom is lit. In the right wing, the 
dining room shines.

Continued on page 20

AN ISLAND  
IN THE SUN
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Off the kitchen are the east and west wings of the house. The west 
wing contains the dining room, laundry room and powder room off 
the hall leading to the double-wide garage on the ground floor. On 
the lower f loor is a guest bedroom, one daughter’s bedroom and a 
finished cold storage room.

A wrap-around deck with outdoor barbecue nook surrounds the main 
floor dining room. From the deck, stairs lead down to the ground floor 
and a fieldstone pathway to the waterfront. 

  “One weekend, we were having a family event and it was nothing but 
mud. Kevin Curvin of Curvin Excavating & Paving, who was working 
on the finished driveway, drainage areas, stone fire pit, stone stairs and 
retaining walls, said he could place large rocks to create a pathway to 
the water. We liked it so much, we asked him to make it the finished 
walkway,” Brian says. The landscaping conducted by Kevin, with initial 
concept plan by Brian Basterfield, took 150 tons of stone.

The east wing main-floor master bedroom, off the kitchen, has glass-

Above and beyond the kitchen island 
is a loft home office. The pocket door 

to the right leads to a pantry.

ABOVE RIGHT: The Starke family.

MIDDLE LEFT: Art by the  
Starke daughters graces the  

walls of their home. 

 MIDDLE RIGHT: The main floor 
kitchen island and sitting area look 

out over a Kawartha lake vista. 
Interior door and window trim and 

baseboards of Douglas fir were 
installed by Trent Moulding.

 
BELOW: 5.5-inch-wide ash wood 
plank flooring in the dining room 

is continued in the great room and 
kitchen area.

 

Continued on page 24
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As their “treat,” Heather and Brian 
Starke installed a steam shower 

in the master en suite bathroom. 
The wall and floor slate tiling is 

accented by the counter and surface 
Jerusalem fossilized granite stone. 379 Water St., Peterborough, ON 

705-743-0441

Kawartha’s Oldest 

Family Owned & 

Operated Hearth 

Store – since 1976.

We offer complete  
design, sales, installation, 

full finish & service

Visit our 2 locations and 
enjoy our outdoor patio 
and garden gifts, BBQs, 
playgrounds and eclectic 
fair trade gifts & clothing

2102 Nathaway Dr.
Young’s Point, ON

705-652-5055

Hours of Operation: 

Monday Closed

Tues-Sat 10:00am – 5:00pm 

Sun 11:00am - 4:00pm

379 Water St.
Peterborough, ON 

705-743-0441

Hours of Operation:

Monday Closed 

Tues-Fri 9:30am – 5:00pm

Sat 10:00am – 4:00pm
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The hearth has long been considered an integral part of a home, often its central 
or most important feature: its Latin name is focus. It adds warmth and light and 
draws people near, making a house a home. Since 1976, we have been helping 
turn houses into homes with our wide variety of wood, gas, pellet and propane 
stoves and fireplaces. Let us warm your heart and your home!

AltEnt.indd   1 4/30/10   3:14:51 PM
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fronted sliding doors opening to a private balcony, ideal for catching 
sunsets. A walk-in closet was built adjacent to the en suite bathroom, 
which features a Jerusalem fossilized stone countertop that’s two inches 
higher than usual, as per the kitchen, because Heather and Brian are tall. 
The Indian slate flooring of the entrance, hallways, bathrooms and stair 
landings continues in the master bathroom. “The steam shower was a 
really big treat,” says Heather. It reaches 100 degrees Fahrenheit within 
five minutes time with little maintenance.

  On the lower level, light streams through the large glass windows into 
nine-foot-high rooms. A wall unit of reclaimed maple from the property 
was created by carpenter Ron Tyson. It divides the room in two – one 
side serves as a media centre, the other a library.

On the lower floor east wing is the second daughter’s bedroom and a 
large bathroom where Brett Taylor and Rob Barbisan created a custom 
tile treatment.

“Everything in this house is mechanically state-of-the-art,” Brian says. 
The hot-water-on-demand means no water heater and you can have two 
showers running at the same time. The electricity service is dual: a gas 
generator can be connected to supply the whole house with power. The 
manifolded gas heating system, installed by Klompmakers, can be shut 

off for any area of the house from the downstairs utility room. There’s 
central vacuum throughout, an alarm system and air exchange. The 
in-house sound system has six zones so each can have its own service. 

  “I can’t say enough about Linwood, Mike Parlevliet and the 
tradespeople who worked here,” says Brian. “I told them I wanted their 
best work and they gave it. And they told me they really enjoyed working 
on this project.”  OH

The master bedroom opens to a 
private deck. The bedroom suite, and 

the four leather kitchen bar chairs, 
are by Knock On Wood. All wooden 
beams are structural components  

of the home.

ADDITIONAL TRADES: The Plumber: plumbing. Norm’s 
Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Sales:  kitchen and 
bathroom fixtures. DNT Overhead Doors & Windows: 
insulated overhead garage doors. Gord White Electric: 
electrician. Dale Sweeting: stonemason. Harrington 
Audio: sound system. Charlotte Paint & Wallpaper: interior 
paint. Prestige Granite Design Ltd.: granite countertops  
and surfaces.

Manufacturers of Countertops, Vanity Tops, 
Tables and Fireplace surrounds

Prestige Granite Design Inc.

Mary Petrolo
Tel:  416.663.9615
Fax: 416.663.0196

info@prestigegranitedesign.com
450 Limestone Crescent
Toronto, ON  M3J 2S4

2078 Davis Road
Peterborough, K9J 6X4
705.742.2636

Just down the road from 
Monaghan Lumber

Grant Drew 
Designer Stone

How did you

last night?sore back?

arthritis?

restless partner?

sore joints?

tossing & turning?

129 King St W Cobourg  905.372.1811   www.heavenlydreams.ca

sleep

Heavenly Dreams
Bedroom Furnishings and Accents

free local delivery • free disposal • free setup • free parking

Non-commission sales staff, giving you the help & advice you need.

Feeling young, living healthy at

Great Ideas for kids and cottages • 100% Canadian made

Find your solution at Heavenly Dreams
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Only the Finest...

(705) 324-25558 Callaghan Road Lindsay (NE Corner of Hwy 7 & 36) www.southerncomfor t .ca

Exclusive Offer!

NO TAX
On All Furniture, 

Mirrors & Accessories
PLEASE PRESENT THIS AD                     

AT TIME OF PURCHASE
Expires May 31/2010

SOUTHERN COMFORT
H E A RT H  &  H O M E

Hurry in!

20% Off

Free 
Installation

Free Sink



TRADING TRADITION

THE PLACE: Lockside Trading 

Company is more than shopping 

— it’s a year-round destination. 

It all started 23 years ago in the 

original lockmaster’s house, at 

Lock 27 on the Trent Severn 

Waterway at Young’s Point, six 

kilometers north of Lakefield 

in the heart of the Kawartha 

Lakes area. Since then, there 

h ave  b e e n  1 1  ex pa n s i o n s 

bringing clients a multitude 

of unique gifts, custom home 

décor and services. Lockside 

offers everything from socks 

to sofas, quality Canadian 

furniture, The Steamer’s Café, 

the summertime lockside ice 

cream parlour and an outdoor 

musical stage area. People 

travel great distances to visit 

this lakeside institution.

Continued on page 30

705.742.9452
982 Highway 7 E., Peterborough

www.theoriginalflame.com

w h e r e  w a r m t h  a n d  s t y l e  m e e t

woods toves  &  f i r ep laces   |   na tu ra l  gas  &  p ropane

T.R.
Design Centre Ltd

“WE’LL MAKE YOUR IDEAS REALITY”
• Kitchen Cabinets   • Bathroom Vanities   • Counter Tops 

• Free Estimates   • Full Design Service

54 LINDSAY ST, S., LINDSAY

878-0611
1-800-446-4603

In Business Since 1972

Imagine.....

1-866-846-9254 • www.evergreenhomeandcottage.com
705-328-9431 • info@evergreenhomeandcottage.com

We are an executive home and cottage builder specializing
in energy conservation, insulated concrete form construction

and solar ready homes. Our projects are completed on time
and on budget, providing an exceptional client experience.

We build homes for healthy, responsible and comfortable living.

well built homes 
and cottages.

219 Davis Rd., Peterborough
Southwest of Lansdowne St., W. & Hwy. 7A

705.742.9353   1.800.354.3195
www.monaghanlumber.com

Moulding • Doors • Hardwood & Pine Flooring
 Pine Lumber • Hardwood Lumber • Plywoods

Western Cedar • Stains & Paint • Tile

The Kawarthas best selection & prices in:
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THE STYLE: The enthusiastic staff welcomes visitors to a relaxed, 

comfortable lifestyle reflected in 7,000 sq. ft. of interior retail 

space. The home design centre assists with all needs, from lighting 

to carpets and accessories. Cottagers are creating year-round 

residences and others are keen to transport finds to their urban 

homes and businesses.

WHAT’S HOT: Quality customized furniture from Canadian 

companies Brentwood Classics, Villageois and Windsor. Choose 

from custom-made, personalized tin signs. Discover unique lighting 

fixtures and lamps, giftware and linens. 

SEASONAL: “We maintain client contact year-round, especially in 

the winter for our customers in Toronto,” co-owner Susan Matucci 

says. Designer and buyer Brian Mattucci agrees. “We do a lot of 

business on the Internet,” manager Craig Phillips says. “It’s year-

round from anywhere.” Lockside is open 362 days a year. There 

are spring, fall and Christmas open houses.

FAVOURITES: Canadian musical talent plays on two interior sound 

systems and all CDs are available for purchase. You’ll find unique 

giftware sourced from around the world and quality seasonal 

clothing from Woolrich, Columbia, Tilley, Australian Outback, Royal 

Robbins and North Face.

WHERE: 2805 River Ave., Lock 27, Young’s Point

705.652.3940, 1.888.714.0484, GPS: 44 25’ 09” N – 78 16’ 11” W

www.lockside.com, shop@lockside.com  OH 

Furniture Repairs n Refinishing

Reupholstering n Barrymore Dealer 

Stylus n Trica Barstools n Shutters 

Draperies n Blinds n Wall Beds

Complete In-home Services
Free Estimates

w w w . v o s b u r g h h o m e d e c o r . c o m

143 Rose Glen Rd S, Port Hope, ON

905.885.2885 n 1.877.885.2885

WWW.HORLINGSGARDENCENTRE.COM

   YOUR COMPLETE GARDEN CENTER

(705) 652.7979  info@horlingsgardencentre.com
3056 Lakefield Road 6K North of Trent University

• TREES & SHRUBS
• WATER PLANTS
• unique gifts

• ANNUALS/PERENNIALS 
• KNOWLEDGEABLE STAFF

• COMPLETE LANDSCAPE SERVICE

FREE FERTILIZER PROGRAM
FILL UP ALL SUMMER LONG!
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WWith the environment at the forefront of many of our home and lifestyle choices, often people are turning to the trend of “sustainable landscaping.” 
By following four basic steps, you can easily revamp your existing garden, or begin a brand new garden of your dreams.

An eco-chic garden is one that uses no chemical pesticide, herbicide or fungicide. They are informal gardens and usually consist of small trees, many 
shrubs and a few long-blooming perennials. Though these gardens do bloom, they are much more dependent on form and foliage than more traditional 
flower gardens. The trade off is, with careful planning, your landscape will look beautiful year-round and not just when in flower. 

Sustainable landscapes generally contain drought-tolerant plants with some native varieties, need only a yearly pruning, very little watering and 
only occasional weeding and dead-heading. They depend on healthy soil, careful plant choices and a thick layer of mulch to retard weed growth and 
keep moisture in. 

Design a Beautiful
ECO-CHIC GARDEN

PHOTOS  AND  STORY  BY  MELAN I E  REKOLA

THE FOUR Fs OF GARDEN DESIGN
Function, Form, Foliage and Flower

Before you begin choosing plant material for your garden oasis, always 
consider “The Four Fs of Garden Design.” The four Fs are placed in order 
of importance: Function, Form, Foliage and Flower. 

The function of your plant choices will ensure their survival. Know 
your hardiness zone, light, moisture and soil conditions. 

Great landscapes often have a lot of contrast within their form and 
foliage categories. With each plant selection, try to get lots of colour, 
even just from foliage. You may not always attain all four of the categories 
in each plant selection, but if your choice gets three out of four, you’ve 
picked well.

STEP 1 – Choosing trees and evergreens
Trees and evergreens are the starting point of any great landscape. To 
begin, try to look at your landscape with fresh eyes, or ask a trusted 
friend. We all become complacent to eyesores outside our homes. Are 
there views to screen, or views to highlight? Trees can both screen and 
highlight specific areas and there are many smaller ornamental varieties 
available to fit into any space. 

Trees and evergreens create the “bones” of your garden and are a must 
for winter interest. Evergreen shrubs also add needed textural elements 
year-round that aren’t available in deciduous plant material. Look for 
varieties with various shades of green, blue and gold.

STEP 2 – Flowering shrubs and ornamental grasses
The next step is to choose your shrubs and substantial grasses. There are 
so many beautiful shrub varieties, many with gorgeous foliage and flower. 
Almost any landscape has room for drought-tolerant Hydrangea varieties. 
Dwarf Korean Lilacs are also very useable for their smaller bushy habit, 
unlike the gangly old-fashion type that many people are familiar with. Try 
to pick shrubs with purple or golden leaves as well. 

Ornamental grasses are trendy and perfect for sunny situations where 
a vertical element is needed, but not a lot of space is available. They also 
add wonderful movement and a substantial-but-fine-textured element 
to the landscape. Depending on your space, try to plant shrubs and 
ornamental grasses in groupings of three, five or more. 

STEP 3 – Picking perennials 
When picking perennials, look for tidy, clump-forming and long-
blooming cultivars. Try to plant perennials “en masse” and don’t pick a 
plant solely for its beautiful flower! I am partial to daylilies for their wide 
variety of colourful blooms, as well as their strappy, grass-like foliage. The 
repeat blooming varieties can flower for a total of six weeks. I also love the 
whole sedum family for its succulent foliage and abundant flower. Both 
these perennials are tough and drought-tolerant, plus they provide food 
for the pollinators that are vital to the health of our environment. 

TRENDY EDIBLES

Within each of these categories, you could choose edibles and grow 
some of your own food. From beautiful beans on vines, to fruiting trees 
and shrubs, to a gourmet herb garden, edibles are both an appropriate 
and beautiful choice for any property. It is the cumulative effect of all of 
these small choices that will make a long-term difference to our planet 
and how we view it. Best of luck and happy gardening!  OH

32  o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 0 o u r h o m e s   s p r i n g   2 0 1 0   33

g a r d e n i n g



AAt work, we make a living; at home, 
we  m a ke  a  l i fe .  At  L i l ac  Hol low, 
Wayne Lang and Martha Gartner have 
achieved not only a home, but a haven 
of peace and beauty. 

It’s an idyllic rural retreat nestled in Northumberland County’s scenic 
rolling hills, “far from the madding crowd,” yet only an hour from all the 
amenities of Canada’s largest and most cosmopolitan city. 

“We purchased the 50-acre farm in 1995, with an existing house,” Lang 
explains. Unfortunately, they found a number of structural problems 
with the circa-1920 frame farmhouse. “I was unhappy to take it down,” 
he says. But, they were able to preserve a relatively recent addition – a 
large, well-windowed living room with an exposed-beam cathedral 
ceiling and large open fireplace. The rest of the house was rebuilt on the 
original footprint.

With the help of architect Brian Lee of Toronto, and general contractor 
Rob Beresford of Cobourg, the couple created a custom-built home 
of approximately 5,000 sq. ft., where the charm of old-fashioned 
craftsmanship is skillfully blended with all the comforts of modern living. 
And then some.

The nine-foot ceilings in the home office and formal dining room are 
accentuated by dropped plaster crown moldings with concealed rope 
lighting aimed upward, creating not only a romantic ambience but also 
the illusion of even higher ceilings.

Wayne Lang is a Certified Financial Planner, a principal and branch 
manager with Beacon Wealth Management a division of Beacon 
Securities Ltd. Gartner and Lang work together at their office in Don 
Mills. Lang likes to work from home on Fridays.

His main-floor office, like the rest of the house, boasts many items in 
his extensive art collection, assembled over a lifetime, plus windows on 
the east and south, capturing the sun’s earliest rays and giving brightness 
even to an overcast afternoon. Gartner’s office is on the upper floor with 
the home’s four generous bedrooms. 

The sunny, spacious kitchen – with large windows to the south and 
west, plus skylights and cathedral ceiling with open beams – features 
custom cabinetry, an island/bar, yards of countertops and food-prep space, 
and still has room for a large harvest table, with plenty of seating for the 
couple, Lang’s four grown children, two grandchildren and any guests 
who might drop by for brunch.

  The south-facing windows in the kitchen overlook a cheerful 
sunroom, where some of their many tropical and outdoor plantings find 
a toasty winter home.BY  E I L EEN  ARGYR IS   //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

LILAC HOLLOW:   Peace, Beauty  
   & Business 
  Combined

Continued on page 36

LEFT: The front façade of Lilac 
Hollow, nestled in the rolling hills of 
Northumberland County, welcomes 

visitors and guests.

 TOP RIGHT: The Lilac Hollow 
gardens are Wayne Lang’s “passion.”

 MIDDLE RIGHT: The inground pool  
off the great room looks out over the 

vast landscape.

LOWER RIGHT: A circular driveway leads 
to the main entryway of Lilac Hollow.
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Even more plants are in the main-floor exercise room, which, like the 
other rooms, almost brings the outdoors in with more huge windows – all 
enlarged reproductions of antique sashes – allowing year-round vistas of 
the fabulous gardens.

The high basement offers a cosy family room; Tudor-panelled billiards 
room, cold-storage and utilities area plus – a pièce de résistance – a 
naturally cool, brick-walled wine cellar. Two geothermal furnace units, 
installed by Country Hearth of Cobourg, keep the house warm in winter 
and cool in summer. Lang reckons the cost of installation will be recovered 
in about seven years and, from then on, the house is heated and cooled 
very inexpensively. “I’m delighted that I’m never going to use another litre 
of fuel oil,” he smiles. The house also features two open, wood-burning 
fireplaces, two propane and one wood-burning stove.

“I would absolutely recommend a geothermal system,” he says, adding 
it took six weeks to install the two units and “the gardens were back in 
shape in no time.” 

Speaking of gardens, there are 15 acres of flowers, trees, shrubs, bushes 
and pathways, three ponds, even a 20-foot inukshuk, realized through the 
inspiration of Lang and the perspiration of Naturescape Landscaping 
of Cobourg and golf course designer Alex Budrevics of Toronto. Lang 
also designs sculpture and he created the patterns for the garden’s many 
“whimsical” metal sculptures and strategically placed garden benches, 
which were then cut in steel by Northumberland’s Anvil Artistry. The 
natural roll of the countryside, with its hills and drumlins, has been used 
to enhance this showplace of lilacs (over 30 different varieties, giving the 
spot its name) and countless other species of annuals, perennials and other 
plants, many indigenous. Tennis courts and a pool offer opportunities for 
recreation and refreshment. Continued on page 38

Skylights and full-wall window doors 
amplify the natural light glowing 

within the tile-floored sunroom off 
the kitchen.

Sunlight streams into the kitchen. 
Beyond the table is a glassed-in 
sunroom which overlooks extensive 
garden and pool areas.

705.742.9353   1.800.354.3195
www.monaghanlumber.com

219 Davis Rd., Peterborough  •  Southwest of Lansdowne St., W. & Hwy. 7A

Your exclusive dealer for

VINTAGE & ANTIQUE IMPRESSIONS
HARDWOOD FLOORING

The largest inventory of
hardwood floors
in the Kawarthas

The real comfort of geothermal is knowing it was done right by an Authorized NextEnergy Dealer.
Country Hearth & Chimney is an Authorized Dealer with NextEnergy. Every installation we do is custom designed to your specifications by one of our  

CGC certified staff.  When it comes to your family’s comfort, you shouldn’t have to compromise. Country Hearth & Chimney, the geothermal experts.

Geothermal. Comfort of mind  
with comfort at home.

For a free in-home consultation call: 

Cobourg:  905.372.0223 
Peterborough:  705.743.6820 

email:  info@chci.ca
www.chci.ca
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Lilac Hollow offers a little bit of everything: farmland (35 acres are still 
in production), woodland, ponds and gardens. There is even a remnant of 
an historic railroad line, now an ideal hiking trail.

The gardens are Lang’s particular “passion,” and the couple generously 
opens their property to numerous garden tours raising funds for various 
causes they support, including Big Brothers/Big Sisters, the University 
Women’s Club and the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario. Renowned 
horticulturalist Frank Kershaw has used the space to address the Toronto 
Botanical Society. 

While much elaborate planning has been done, one of Wayne Lang’s 
favourite features on the property is an ancient, gnarled and twisted 
Manitoba maple, usually considered a “weed” tree. The old veteran stands 
before the manufactured stone veneer and Tudor-esque gables near the 
front entrance to the house. Despite every tradesman’s warning the tree 
would have to come down to facilitate construction of the house and 
gardens, Lang was adamant that it remain.

He was rewarded for his conservation instinct when, one day, a 
“beautifully preserved” red Mustang convertible pulled into the circular 
drive and an older couple stepped out, introduced themselves and told 
him how pleased they were to find the old soldier still standing. Her 
father had planted the tree in 1920, they said, and they had been married 
under its canopy.

 To take your own virtual tour of the Lilac Hollow gardens, visit  www.
lilachollow.com.  OH

ABOVE: Seven paint 
applications created the 
lacquer-like walls in the 

formal dining room which 
seats 10 people.

 BELOW: The Lilac Hollow  
wine cellar maintains  

integrity drawing from  
the subterranean  

ambient temperature.

8 Thompson Rd, Sunderland ON

>>1.888.333.9963<< 
www.ontarioicfsupply.com

E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N T  > >  E N V I R O N M E N T A L L Y  F R I E N D L Y
S O U N D  R E S I S T A N T  > >  F I R E  R E S I S T A N T  > >  S U P E R I O R  S T R E N G T H

S U P P L I E R  O F  I N S U L A T E D  C O N C R E T E  F O R M S ,  E P S  F O A M  S H E E T S  &  A C C E S S O R I E S

“The Home Improvement Specialists”

RENOVATIONS • BATHROOMS • ADDITIONS • KITCHENS • WINDOWS

COTTAGES • SEAMLESS EAVESTROUGHING • ALLMET METAL TILES

ROOFING • SIDING • SOFFITS • DECKS

TEL: 705-745-0851
TOLL: 1-877-570-2990
www.alfbowsercontracting.ca
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IT’S GOOD TO SERVE GREENS IN A

‘GREEN’ KITCHEN
BY  GLEN  PELOSO

Every now and then I get together with family 
and friends and have a fantastic dinner at 
home. Not that I would admit to being much 
of a cook, having worked with some of the 
finest chefs in Ontario, but I do my best to 
make sure that my guests are entertained 
and well fed. The last time I was making 
such a meal, with organic products, I was 
struck by how much we focus on the health 
of the food we are to consume and how little 
we focus on the room in which we prepare  
our meals. 

g r e e n  l i v i n g

Continued on page 42

From our Past 
to your Present
From our Past 

to your Present
From our Past 

TUGG’S FURNITURE GALLERY
Living with style since 1930

86 King St. W., Downtown Cobourg • 905-372-9224

Home & Cottage Renovation
Log Home Restoration

1-877-217-9777
705-657-9777

www.spotlighthomeandlifestyle.com

www.tjcavanaghltd.com

270 Charlotte Street Peterborough ON, K9J 2V4
Telephone:(705) 743-3075

Cavanagh LTD APPLIANCES
T.J.
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PREPARATION
Before you install the cabinets, be sure that you use a low VOC (volatile organic compounds) 
paint on the walls used as a backdrop for the cabinets prior to installation. The colour of the 
kitchen is really going to be an accent colour because the majority of the walls will be covered 
in cabinets, backsplash and windows, so you can have some subtle fun with the colour.

CABINETS
When you are choosing a manufacturer for the cabinets, ask what the cabinet boxes are going 
to be made of. The industry standard is to use a press board, which is essentially saw dust or 
wood chips that are glued together to make the press board. The boards are constructed using 
urea-formaldehyde binders. But there are companies that do not use this chemical or VOCs. If you are 
going custom, find a shop that uses lumber, plywood and glues that have no added urea formaldehyde. 

On the exterior of the cabinets, which we often want to be wood, look for, at the very least, a manufacturer 
that is involved in a reforestation program, or select a wood species that is sustainable, such as bamboo. You 
may think of bamboo as having a specific colour or look, however, do a bit of research and you will find that 
the look can be really striking and has a vast variety of graining and colour. 

You will also want to find a manufacturer that runs an eco-friendly plant, where they support the three 
Rs – reduce, reuse and recycle.

COUNTERS
For your countertops, look for products like Ice Stone, which is constructed entirely of 
recycled glass products or paper stone, which is made from 50 to 100 per cent recycled 
paper products, depending on the price point. 

APPLIANCES
Appliances are a very important part of the kitchen, and all of them have an Energy Star 
rating. It is worthwhile to compare the various manufacturers so that you get the best 
appliance for the budget you have. Look for great products that are energy efficient.

LIGHTING
When you turn your mind to lighting the kitchen, you will likely want to 
install some form of pot lighting. The best choice from my point of view is to use 

LED pots, which consume very little energy (which is also a nice 
thing for your pocket book) and have developed greatly in the 

last couple of years. The colour temperature of the light is not 
as blue as it used to be. 

The second option is to use compact fluorescent lighting; 
however these are my second choice as they contain mercury. The 
disposal of these bulbs must be handled with care and while your 

few light bulbs may not have a great impact, when you multiply by the 
entire population, its impact is more pronounced. Every little bit helps.

Fortunately, the manufacturers of kitchens have noticed the same thing and 
have taken steps to provide us with eco-friendly products to create the kitchen 
before we create the meal. 

Finally, the kitchen is the heart of the home and the space where you 
feed your family and friends. Feed them healthy food in the healthiest 
room you can create. 

Bon Appetit!  OH

g r e e n  l i v i n g

1779 Heritage Line, R.R. #1, Country Road 34, Indian River
Ivan Clark   Tel: 705-295-4434  •  Fax:  705-295-4434

~ Interested in Cedar Muskoka Furniture call Ivan 705-295-4434 ~

Custom Replacement Windows • Screen Repair • Thermal Glass Replacement

~ Free Estimates ~

  www.hickorylanekitchens.com

705 742 7782

Showroom:
280 Perry St., Unit 9
Peterborough

Monday - Friday 9am-5pm
Saturday by appointment info@hickorylanekitchens.com

accessories •  architectural detai l •  kitchens • vanities •  wal l units
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GRILLED FLANK STEAK WITH ROASTED 
PEPPER AND ASPARAGUS SALAD
A two-pound flank steak will feed four to six 
people. Increase the amount of steak and 
marinade as needed to fit your crowd.

FLANK STEAK:

1 tbsp peppercorns

1 tbsp coriander seeds

2 bay leaves

1/2 cup red wine

2 tbsp olive oil

2 tbsp red wine vinegar

1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce

3 cloves garlic, halved

3 green onions, chopped

3 sprigs each fresh thyme and parsley

2 lb flank steak

1 tsp salt

SALAD

3 sweet peppers 
(red, orange, yellow or mixed)

12 spears asparagus

8 cups mixed baby salad greens

Extra-virgin olive oil

White balsamic or white wine vinegar

Sea salt

Fresh ground pepper

Flank steak is a long, lean muscle from the belly side of the cow and has some really good 
things going for it. As far as steaks go, they are relatively inexpensive, so you can impress 
guests with a fancy steak dinner without breaking the bank. Because it’s a somewhat tougher 
cut of meat than tenderloin or rib cuts, it stands up well to marinades. This makes it great 
for entertaining because you can marinate the steak earlier in the day or the night before, 
freeing up time to cut flowers, mow the lawn or catch up on reading in the hammock before 
guests arrive. 

Flank steak is also fast cooking, taking only about six minutes to grill to medium-rare. 
With flank steak, rarer is better. A well-done flank steak tends to be on the chewy side.

And finally, the flank steak is an incredibly versatile cut. Sliced flank steak makes a mean 
sandwich filler or salad topper. And the raw meat, thinly sliced across the grain, makes great 
beginnings for a beef stir-fry. Like any cut of beef, flank steak takes well to many flavours, so 
feel free to experiment. A French-inspired marinade with red wine and lots of herbs is great 
for entertaining (see recipe below), but an Asian-inspired marinade with soy sauce, chiles 
and rice vinegar or a Mexican-inspired marinade with the fresh flavours of lime, chiles and 
coriander will be great too!

Any way you slice it, flank steak is the ultimate entertaining steak. So, call your friends 
and fire up the grill. Spring’s here and it’s time to celebrate.

FLANK STEAK:
• In a small skillet, toast peppercorns, coriander seeds and bay leaves over high heat, shaking 

pan often, until toasted and fragrant, about 2 minutes. Transfer toasted ingredients to cutting 

board; lightly crush with bottom of heavy saucepan. Transfer to 13 by 9-inch glass baking dish. 

Whisk in wine, oil, vinegar, Worcestershire sauce, garlic, green onions, thyme and parsley.
• Poke steak all over with fork and place in marinade. Turn steak to coat both sides; cover and 

refrigerate for at least four hours or up to 24 hours. Remove steak and marinade from fridge 

one hour before grilling to come to room temperature.
• Transfer marinade to small saucepan. Bring to boil. Boil for one minute; set aside.
• Preheat grill to medium-high. Sprinkle steak all over with salt. Grill steak, turning once and 

basting with reserved marinade, for six to eight minutes for medium-rare. 
• Slice steak thinly across the grain to serve. 

SALAD: 
• Grill peppers until skins are blistered and blackened. Transfer to bowl; cover and let stand 

for 10 minutes. Peel off skins; remove seeds and slice.

• Grill asparagus on piece of foil paper or using grill basket until tender-crisp, about three 

mintues. Cut into thirds.

• In salad bowl, toss together peppers, asparagus and salad greens. Toss with oil, vinegar, salt 

and pepper to taste. Serve with steak.  OH

THE MIGHTY FLANK STEAK
Spring Entertaining on the Grill

BY MARIA DASILVA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT HUNTER

Thanks to an increasing popularity on restaurant menus, in magazines and on television 
cooking shows, the humble flank steak has made a comeback at meat counters across 
the country. How lucky for us, and just in time for spring entertaining.

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

Serving Peterborough, the Kawartha Lakes & Durham region since 1999

3463 Juniper Point Rd RR4 Lakefield, ON
705 768 1395 • www.cornerstonelandscaping.ca

We offer award winning services and designs, construction, and consultation. Enjoy a hassle free, reliable 
execution of work completed in a professional and courteous manner. Having focus, commitment and desire 
we create a trusting experience our customers seek when undertaking a landscaping project. It is through our 
valued clients that we are able to define our success in the past, and our goals for the future.

I N t E R L O c K I N g  B R I c K  •  R E t a I N I N g  W a L L S  •  W a t E R  F E a t u R E S  •  F E a t u R E  g a R D E N S  &  P L a N t I N g  
P O N D S  •  P O W E R  W a S H  /  a c I D  S c R u B  /  S E a L a N t  •  F u L L  D E S I g N  S E R v I c E
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A PERSONAL  PARADISE

Steven Carpenter  
CO M PA N Y:  Garden Trails  

Landscaping, Peterborough 
W H AT  W E  D O :  “I like working with natural 

stone,” says Carpenter. “It brings out my 
artistic side.” The 12-year business has 
the heavy equipment required to move 
and place exterior features. Design and 
landscape creations include patios and 

pathways, low-maintenance gardens, tiered 
armour-stone terraces, custom arbours, 

trellises, gazebos and lined ponds. This 
firm takes pride in completing projects that 

exceed industry standards.
705.750.5126

gardentrailslandscaping@hotmail.com
www.gardentrails.ca

  Larry & Patty Gregg
CO M PA N Y:  Jack Lake Landscape, Apsley
W H AT  W E  D O :  Established in 1992, this award-winning 
garden centre is for northern gardeners. “We stock 
hundreds of varieties of perennials, herbs and shrubs 
of the highest quality at extremely competitive prices,” 
Larry says. Offering professional design and landscape 
services, Jack Lake Landscape incorporates geotextiles. 
“No landscape is complete without a water feature,” 
Gregg says. Visit the beautiful display gardens to view 
the different landscaping techniques and latest products 
available. 
705.656.1757
comments@jacklakelandscape.com
www.jacklakelandscape.com

Welcome to “the new addition,” your warm-weather outdoor living space. Landscaping not only 
increases the resale value of your home, it enhances the enjoyment of your outdoor spaces. 
Relax in your own yard, listening to the soothing sound of water trickling into a pond or birds enjoying the natural environment. A stone walkway 
can add rustic charm or elegance. Shrubs and flowers help your home blend into the surrounding panorama, creating a look and feel in harmony with 
nature. Meet five landscapers who know how to help OUR HOMES readers create their own personal paradises.

Continued on page 46

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages and utilizes our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table 
appeal to market their products and services. We’re making it easier for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home-and 
real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below are organized alphabetically by industry.

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction,  
or to have your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at mike@ourhomesmagazine.com, or  
don@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705.774.9000.
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Don Butler: 416.529.0538
don@ourhomesmagazine.com

Mike Murphy: 1.877.870.8313
mike@ourhomesmagazine.com

Star Davey: 289.987.7737
star@ourhomesmagazine.com

Promote your business in our upcoming summer issue!
Call or email us today:



  Ray Van Egmond and his team
CO M PA N Y:  Outdoor Design of  
Northumberland Ltd., Brighton 
W H AT  W E  D O :  The Outdoor Design team is respected 
for quality workmanship and customer commitment. 
“Our business is to beautify your environment,” Van 
Egmond says. The 20-year company’s professional 
designs transform landscapes. They specialize in 
natural and manufactured stone products, patterned 
concrete and wood features for front entrances, 
backyard patios, retaining walls, water features, 
arbours, decks and gazebos.
613.475.1180
info@outdoordesign.ca
www.outdoordesign.ca  OH

  Allan Hancock &  
Kevin Kingsbury
CO M PA N Y:  Kawartha Lakes  
Landscaping, Peterborough
W H AT  W E  D O :  A landscape design and 
build company, Kawartha Lakes Landscaping 
has been designing and building landscape 
dreams in the Kawartha Lakes and Durham 
region since 2000. “Pride in work and 
designing to scale are keys to success,” 
Hancock says. Professional landscape teams 
create all sizes of projects, from small 
walkways to complete settings that stand the 
test of time and aesthetic pleasure.
1.888.927.2780
general@kawarthalakeslandscaping.com
www.kawarthalakeslandscaping.com

Chuck & Christie Gaudette  
CO M PA N Y:  Forest View Landscaping Inc., Cold Springs

W H AT  W E  D O :  Since 1986, this award-winning, 
full-service company has been completing fine 

landscaping projects for residential and commercial 
properties. Design/build plans, new lawn preparation, 

sodding or hydro seeding, lawn maintenance and 
installation of pre-cast pavers and natural stone, be 

it flagstone or retaining walls, are offered. Unique 
products include natural cedar mulch.

905.342.9592
forestview@forestview.ca

www.forestview.ca

WHELAN’S FLOORING CENTRE 
Whelan’s Flooring would like to thank everyone for making the past 

30 years so extraordinary. Our reputation in Peterborough and the 
Kawartha Lakes speak for itself and it wouldn’t be like this if not for 
our loyal customers and our long time staff and installers. At Whelan’s 
we listen first, try to offer guidance, and our products are top-of-the-
line. Please come by and see our newly renovated showroom, it looks 
amazing, and yes we still have our warehouse 
with ongoing specials.

Your floors are the backdrop to your home.  
They give beauty, warmth and strength to any 
space, existing or new.  

What  better  way  to  c reate  a  r i ch , 
comfortable feel than natural hardwood 
flooring? The classic beauty and natural look 
of hardwood flooring is always a very popular 
flooring choice. At Whelan’s we offer a variety of hardwood flooring 
for both elegant and casual settings. Our featured hardwood product 
is Kentwood “Elements Collection”. There’s no other floor like it. We 
deal with only the best hardwood manufacturers – Bruce Hardwood, 
Coswick, Torlys, Satin Finish, or Kentwood. 

Choose from a complete selection of DuPont approved 
STAINMASTER® Carpets. Please use our staff and inform them of 
your needs. Do you have questions about nylon, polyester, acrylic or 
wool? What is right for the bedroom, family room, basement or perhaps 
the cottage? Which carpet is the most durable or stainable? Our carpet 
experts will help you find the right carpet for your needs and lifestyle.

Perhaps an area rug is all you need! Whether you want to bring a 

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN  

PETERBOROUGH & SURROUNDING AREA

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT
little warmth into a room, brighten it with some colour or define an area, 
at Whelan’s you will be able to look through a wide array of colours, 
sizes, shapes and styles.

Because linoleum flooring is durable and easy to keep clean, it’s 
been a top choice for kitchens, bathrooms, recreation areas, and other 
well-used rooms for decades. If you’re considering linoleum flooring 
for your home, we invite you to stop by our store and see the multitude 

of patterns and colours that we have to offer. 
At Whelan’s Flooring Centre you will find a 
huge selection of top quality linoleum flooring 
featuring the best warranties in the business.

Ceramic Tile can be installed on horizontal 
and vertical surfaces, indoors and out. It can be 
exposed to water or to high heat. The variety 
of tile colours, shapes, and sizes currently 
on the market presents a creative challenge 

to designers – both professional and amateur. Tile can be used as a 
practical floor covering in an entryway or family room, a colourful 
accent on stair risers, or an easy-to-clean surface on a coffee table. 
Floors and countertops are easy to care for. Normal cleaning consists 
of a quick wipe with a damp mop or a sponge.

At Whelan’s Flooring Centre you are guaranteed quality products, 
exceptional service, selection and workmanship. Our professional non-
commissioned staff takes great pride in helping every customer choose 
the most appropriate flooring for their decor and budget.
Whelan’s Flooring Centre, 2512 Chemong Rd N RR#1 Peterborough,  
705.292.9565, 800.749.0798, www.whelansflooring.com  
info@whelansflooring.com (Please see ad on page 3)

n No cost / no obligation in-home measure and consultation n
n Professional design that incorporates your ideas and lifestyle n

n 3D colour renderings of the design before any construction begins n
n Personalized service that includes on-site layout of electrical and plumbing n

n Will work with your tradespeople or will use our licensed reputable tradespeople n

1837 Lansdowne St W Peterborough ON
705.743.8945 n www.buchanankitchen.com

Quality   Integrity  Value

Buchanan Kitchen and Bath
Since 1993BAdvertise in our Summer

issue & get noticed.
Promote YOUR BUSINESS 

to 100,000+ readers!

Call or email us today:

Don Butler: 416.529.0538
don@ourhomesmagazine.com

Mike Murphy: 1.877.870.8313
mike@ourhomesmagazine.com

Star Davey: 289.987.7737
star@ourhomesmagazine.com

OUR HOMES is a very powerful marketing tool for your business
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       A crafty
MOSAÏC

TABLEto make this spring
OUR HOMES took a tired, weather-beaten, 
wooden patio table and gave it new life with 
old plates, bowls and tiles. 
  

WHAT YOU’LL NEED
(We found almost everything at the local re-use store.)

• Old plates, ceramic bowls and tiles
• Safety glasses and gloves
• Hammer
• Ceramic tile glue
• Grout
• Floater
• Sponges
• Sealant (a must for an outdoor table)

HINT: Select a colour scheme and a basic design. Make sure you 
have enough of one mosaïc colour to fill in the desired area. 

GETTING STARTED

Wrap plates and tiles in an old tea-towel or cloth bag. 
Place them in a shallow plastic vessel or cardboard box. Put 
on your safety glasses and smash the plates and tiles with  
a hammer. 

Separate the mosaïc pieces by colour. Make sure you have 
enough pieces to complete your design. 

HINT: We used the lips of the plates along the edges of the  
entire table. 

TIME TO GLUE

Cover your starting point with an ample amount of ceramic 
tile glue and start placing your mosaïc pieces. You may have 
to apply glue directly to each piece. The thickness of each 
piece may vary, which adds interest to your table. Place pieces 
relatively close together. You can fill in the gaps with smaller 
pieces later. Continue to work in segments until the surface is 
filled and your design is complete.

Allow 24 hours for the glue to dry.

TIME TO GROUT

This is a two-person job. One person applies the grout with a 
grout floater while the other cleans each tile as you go along. 
Clean the tiles as best you can, otherwise the grout will dry 
and you will spend hours scrubbing and digging them out. 

Allow 24 hours for the grout to dry.

CLEAN AND SEAL 

Once the grout is dry and the tiles are clean, it’s time to apply 
a sealant. We used Circa 1850 Nu-Lustre 55 – a thick, high-
gloss clear epoxy finish. One coat of this product equals up 
to 55 coats of varnish. Follow the directions carefully. You can 
find this product and others at the hardware store.

HINT: We used a brush to apply the epoxy sealant. Once dry, it 
looks incredible. OH

BY ANDREA RAMACIERI // PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE FOX
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FCI Windows
Quality vinyl windows,
superior service and a
peace of mind warranty.

FCI Windows is growing
with confidence into its
third decade of operation.

Custom windows & doors
manufactured locally.

Unparalleled expertise 
in both retrofit and new
home construction.

Locally manufactured, 
Professionally Installed.

w w w . f c i w i n d o w s . c o m

585 Neal Drive
Peterborough, Ontario
K9J 6X7
(705)742-7350

Belleville
Branch Office
19 Sunningdale Drive
Belleville, Ontario
K8N 4Z5
(613)967-9006

&
FOR A LIFETIME 
            OF COMFORT

Member of

Call us toll free: 

1-800-461-4555


