
TThe creat ion of  Windwood began 
with an island – the kitchen island. 

That island is now the centre of Heather and Brian Starke’s 4,660 sq. 
ft. cedar home by Linwood Custom Homes, which they share with their 
two teenage daughters. 

An 18-foot-long Cambrian black granite countertop bends beneath a 
20-foot-high vaulted cedar ceiling. It is situated across a great room with 
floor-to-ceiling window views to trees and water in the Kawartha Lakes 
area, north of Peterborough. 

“We’re pretty social,” Brian says. “We designed the kitchen and then 
the house around it. You can have 25 people and not feel crowded.” 

Brian spent many a childhood summer on the property owned by his 
aunt and uncle. Brian and Heather purchased the property on condition 
that Muriel and Tom Starke would continue to reside there until ready 
to relocate. “We had time to plan,” Brian says. They razed the former 
residence for a new design and build.

The beautiful kitchen and “Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired styling” were 
paramount to the new home.

Enter Craig McFarlane, Linwood’s Vice-President of Retail Sales 
and award-winning designer, who incorporated the Starke’s wish-list 
to create the scale of the rooflines and two wings off the kitchen. “Post 
and beam (construction) is so easy that way,” Brian says. Award-winning 
Linwood Interiors designer, Cindy McKellar, created the kitchen and 
bathroom designs. 

With extensive experience building Linwood homes, builder Mike 

Parlevliet of Parlevliet Construction was integral to the project. Drain 
Brothers Excavating Ltd. undertook the initial excavation and E. 
Carter Concrete Inc. did the foundation. For the eight-month build, 
Brian Starke assumed the role of general contractor. “There were only 
four days when there wasn’t someone working here,” says Brian. “One 
of my jobs was cleaning every night after everyone left so it was ready 
to go the next day.”

Two solid Douglas fir doors fitted with a Jeld-Wen surround  
glass-panel system form the main entrance, which opens to a foyer with 
a custom-crafted staircase on either side, including one open, floating 
staircase leading to the lower 2,350 sq. ft. level. The second staircase of 
ash wood with wrought iron and ash railings by Kawartha Stair & Rail 
Ltd. leads up to Heather’s loft office. Brian calls it “Heather’s commute.” 

Separating the foyer  from the kitchen is  a  f ree-stand ing  
cabinetry design, which, on the kitchen side, encloses the refrigerator  
and microwave.

While there is cupboard space within the kitchen island, a shelved 
pantry lies behind an adjacent pocket door. Kawartha Closets ’N 
Shelves installed the pantry and all closet systems in the home.

The cultured stone of the exterior main entry pillars, from Rehill’s 
Building Supplies, is echoed in the surround of the great room’s wood-
burning fireplace, installed by Alternative Enterprises, which also 
installed the gas fireplace in the library on the lower floor. 

“We wanted a rough-looking floor because I’d grown up in cottages,” 
Brian says. The 5.5-inch-wide ash planks were installed by Classic 
Hardwood Floors and Designs. The flooring was used throughout the 
kitchen and great room, extending into the glass-fronted dining room off 
the great room to the west.
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An 18-foot Cambrian black granite 
countertop is the centre of 
Windwood, the Kawartha Lakes home 
of the Starke family.

The interior lights of the great room, 
above centre, and library below glow 

as dusk settles over the lakefront 
home. In the left wing, the master 

bedroom is lit. In the right wing, the 
dining room shines.

Continued on page 20
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Off the kitchen are the east and west wings of the house. The west 
wing contains the dining room, laundry room and powder room off 
the hall leading to the double-wide garage on the ground floor. On 
the lower f loor is a guest bedroom, one daughter’s bedroom and a 
finished cold storage room.

A wrap-around deck with outdoor barbecue nook surrounds the main 
floor dining room. From the deck, stairs lead down to the ground floor 
and a fieldstone pathway to the waterfront. 

  “One weekend, we were having a family event and it was nothing but 
mud. Kevin Curvin of Curvin Excavating & Paving, who was working 
on the finished driveway, drainage areas, stone fire pit, stone stairs and 
retaining walls, said he could place large rocks to create a pathway to 
the water. We liked it so much, we asked him to make it the finished 
walkway,” Brian says. The landscaping conducted by Kevin, with initial 
concept plan by Brian Basterfield, took 150 tons of stone.

The east wing main-floor master bedroom, off the kitchen, has glass-

Above and beyond the kitchen island 
is a loft home office. The pocket door 

to the right leads to a pantry.

ABOVE RIGHT: The Starke family.

MIDDLE LEFT: Art by the  
Starke daughters graces the  

walls of their home. 

 MIDDLE RIGHT: The main floor 
kitchen island and sitting area look 

out over a Kawartha lake vista. 
Interior door and window trim and 

baseboards of Douglas fir were 
installed by Trent Moulding.

 
BELOW: 5.5-inch-wide ash wood 
plank flooring in the dining room 

is continued in the great room and 
kitchen area.

 

Continued on page 24
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As their “treat,” Heather and Brian 
Starke installed a steam shower 

in the master en suite bathroom. 
The wall and floor slate tiling is 

accented by the counter and surface 
Jerusalem fossilized granite stone. 379 Water St., Peterborough, ON 

705-743-0441

Kawartha’s Oldest 

Family Owned & 

Operated Hearth 

Store – since 1976.

We offer complete  
design, sales, installation, 

full finish & service

Visit our 2 locations and 
enjoy our outdoor patio 
and garden gifts, BBQs, 
playgrounds and eclectic 
fair trade gifts & clothing

2102 Nathaway Dr.
Young’s Point, ON

705-652-5055

Hours of Operation: 

Monday Closed

Tues-Sat 10:00am – 5:00pm 

Sun 11:00am - 4:00pm

379 Water St.
Peterborough, ON 

705-743-0441

Hours of Operation:

Monday Closed 

Tues-Fri 9:30am – 5:00pm

Sat 10:00am – 4:00pm
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The hearth has long been considered an integral part of a home, often its central 
or most important feature: its Latin name is focus. It adds warmth and light and 
draws people near, making a house a home. Since 1976, we have been helping 
turn houses into homes with our wide variety of wood, gas, pellet and propane 
stoves and fireplaces. Let us warm your heart and your home!
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fronted sliding doors opening to a private balcony, ideal for catching 
sunsets. A walk-in closet was built adjacent to the en suite bathroom, 
which features a Jerusalem fossilized stone countertop that’s two inches 
higher than usual, as per the kitchen, because Heather and Brian are tall. 
The Indian slate flooring of the entrance, hallways, bathrooms and stair 
landings continues in the master bathroom. “The steam shower was a 
really big treat,” says Heather. It reaches 100 degrees Fahrenheit within 
five minutes time with little maintenance.

  On the lower level, light streams through the large glass windows into 
nine-foot-high rooms. A wall unit of reclaimed maple from the property 
was created by carpenter Ron Tyson. It divides the room in two – one 
side serves as a media centre, the other a library.

On the lower floor east wing is the second daughter’s bedroom and a 
large bathroom where Brett Taylor and Rob Barbisan created a custom 
tile treatment.

“Everything in this house is mechanically state-of-the-art,” Brian says. 
The hot-water-on-demand means no water heater and you can have two 
showers running at the same time. The electricity service is dual: a gas 
generator can be connected to supply the whole house with power. The 
manifolded gas heating system, installed by Klompmakers, can be shut 

off for any area of the house from the downstairs utility room. There’s 
central vacuum throughout, an alarm system and air exchange. The 
in-house sound system has six zones so each can have its own service. 

  “I can’t say enough about Linwood, Mike Parlevliet and the 
tradespeople who worked here,” says Brian. “I told them I wanted their 
best work and they gave it. And they told me they really enjoyed working 
on this project.”  OH

The master bedroom opens to a 
private deck. The bedroom suite, and 

the four leather kitchen bar chairs, 
are by Knock On Wood. All wooden 
beams are structural components  

of the home.

ADDITIONAL TRADES: The Plumber: plumbing. Norm’s 
Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Sales:  kitchen and 
bathroom fixtures. DNT Overhead Doors & Windows: 
insulated overhead garage doors. Gord White Electric: 
electrician. Dale Sweeting: stonemason. Harrington 
Audio: sound system. Charlotte Paint & Wallpaper: interior 
paint. Prestige Granite Design Ltd.: granite countertops  
and surfaces.

Manufacturers of Countertops, Vanity Tops, 
Tables and Fireplace surrounds

Prestige Granite Design Inc.

Mary Petrolo
Tel:  416.663.9615
Fax: 416.663.0196

info@prestigegranitedesign.com
450 Limestone Crescent
Toronto, ON  M3J 2S4

2078 Davis Road
Peterborough, K9J 6X4
705.742.2636

Just down the road from 
Monaghan Lumber

Grant Drew 
Designer Stone

How did you

last night?sore back?

arthritis?

restless partner?

sore joints?

tossing & turning?

129 King St W Cobourg  905.372.1811   www.heavenlydreams.ca

sleep

Heavenly Dreams
Bedroom Furnishings and Accents

free local delivery • free disposal • free setup • free parking

Non-commission sales staff, giving you the help & advice you need.

Feeling young, living healthy at

Great Ideas for kids and cottages • 100% Canadian made

Find your solution at Heavenly Dreams
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