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RWH Construction 
built Karen Simon’s 
new cottage, but 
her fingerprints are 
all over it.

“I WAS QUITE INVOLVED,” says Karen, an avid mountain 
biker, potter and stained glass artist who worked for years as an 
automotive tool and die designer. She loves creating, refinishing and 
repurposing things and her Cameron Lake retreat is one of her most 
ambitious projects.

Karen’s parents built the original family cottage on the property. A 
simple three-bedroom rectangle with a beautiful stone fireplace in 1964, 
it stood just down the road from Lake Breeze Lodge, an old-fashioned 
family resort where Karen’s family often holidayed. “As soon as school 
finished, we were up here all summer,” she recalls. “We couldn’t wait 
to get up to the cottage.” She made great friends at the lake. “We were 
out swimming, fishing and playing on the infamous styrofoam surf 
board which, even today, the kids always pull out of the boathouse to 
surf off the dock. It’s like a family tradition,” she says. “We got into 
water skiing and had a slalom course set up down at the end of the 
lake.” Some childhood friends are now retired and have moved to live 
full-time in the area.

When maintaining the aging family cottage grew arduous, Karen 
began planning a new lake house. She collaborated with a designer to 
create preliminary drawings. She watched other building projects in 
her neighbourhood and was impressed with the work ethic of RWH 
Construction crews. After investigating the company’s reputation 
and checking references with its previous clients, Karen asked RWH 
for an estimate.

“They got back with a quote quickly. They were so eager,” she says. 
“Any questions I had, they dealt with.” She hired RWH with straight-
forward instruction for her new lake house. “I want it warm, cosy and I 
want it cottage-like.” Continued on page 24

TOP LEFT: Karen Simon’s cottage overlooks Cameron Lake. 
TOP RIGHT: Carvings adorn wooden posts at the cottage 
entrance. ABOVE: A flagstone walkway leads to the low deck 
at the main door. OPPOSITE: A beloved spot for summer fun, 
the lake remains a cool, tranquil retreat.
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The entrance to the 2,056 sq. ft. lake 
house reveals a sweeping view, draped by tall 
maple trees shading the front of the property. 
Marvin Windows & Doors supplied the glass 
doors and windows with large lower panes 
topped with small vertical muntins. “I wanted 
the cottage style,” Karen says. “It doesn’t 
impede your view of the lake, but it still has 
that cottage feel to it.” Made with wood on 
the inside to match the home’s interior and 
durable fibreglass outside, the windows are 
maintenance-free.

Sutcliffe Kitchens and Renovations shaped 
the large, open kitchen where polished green 
granite from Stonex Granite and Quartz 
covers the counters and dining bar island. 
Smudge-proof, slate-finished appliances 
complement the stone countertops and 
travertine backsplash. Mennonite kitchen 
cabinetry has a distressed black finish while 
the island cupboards are painted green with 
an antique look.

Milt Peel and Sons Sand and Gravel 
Inc., the company that excavated the original 
cottage site, installed a new septic system, 
graded the land and built flagstone paths and 
stone steps. The company also dug a drainage 
system to prevent flooding and washouts. 
“That was very important,” says Karen who 
remembers how torrential runoff washed 
insulation out of the old cottage floor. 

As construction progressed, she was on 
the work site regularly. She designed the 
fireplace with its ascending taper and large, 
wraparound wooden mantel, then drove 
many miles looking for the precise stone, 
finally finding it – Rugged Faced Squares – at 
Colonial Brick & Stone near Stratford. “The 
fireplace was very important to me,” she says. 
Her new NZ6000 Napoleon wood fireplace 
can heat the whole main floor on a winter day.

Karen brushed and cleaned an antique 
barn beam from an old barn near Lindsay to 
fashion the fireplace mantel, complete with 
mortice and tenons. Using her trailer, she 
hauled barn boards from St. Jacobs for the 
sun room. Older barn boards, 15-inches wide 
and 15-feet long, were brought in from just off 
the Glenarm Road to her building site where 
she cleaned the planks and stored them in her 
boathouse for later installation on the walls of 
the entryway. “I thoroughly enjoyed being here 
with the crew,” she says. “They were fun to 
work with and had a great sense of humour.” 

ABOVE: Darkly-stained pine beams and tongue-in-
groove planks clad ceilings in the ground-floor living 
area. LEFT: A small boathouse and dock are just a 
few steps downhill from the cottage.

Continued on page 27Raku pottery is part of the eclectic mix of art in the cottage 
entrance. The chandelier has shades made from repurposed 
Mason jars over Edison bulbs. TOP: The Napoleon fireplace 
can heat the entire main floor on a winter day. A horse collar 
becomes the frame for a mirror. LEFT: Filtered by the leaves 
of mature maple trees, light spills in to the sunroom. 
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In the great room, pine timbers and 
trusses support the tongue-in-groove 
pine ceiling while the floor is covered 
with Antique Impressions hardwood 
flooring from Monaghan Lumber 
Specialities. Soft grey seating gathers 
around the stone fireplace. A wooden 
bookcase displays Karen’s raku pottery 
and tiny sculptures. 

Furnished with wicker and a 
reclining sofa, the light-filled sunroom 
has a sliding door that opens to an 
exterior deck spanning the width of 
the house. “I love my sunroom,” Karen 
says. At the entry is an old leather 
horse collar that Karen reconditioned 
and hand-stitched with pliers and a 
hammer to create a unique mirror.

Large windows overlook the lake 
from the main-floor master bedroom. 
In the en suite, antique tin panels are a 
backdrop for the vanity, custom-made 
of old hemlock and barn board by 
Artefacts Salvage & Design. Karen 
foraged and found antique cabinet 
handles and hinges for the vanity at the 
Aberfoyle Antique Market.

To illuminate her kitchen, dining 
room and foyer she built rustic 
chandeliers out of rusting farm 
artefacts. She used an old cast iron hay 
trolley as the base for the lights over her 
dining table. In the foyer, she combined 
a wagon bolster with a rebuilt and 
customized light fixture fitted with 
Edison bulbs. She cut the bottoms off 
Mason jars and used them as shades.

A cast iron hay trol ley forms the 
base of the rustic chandelier above 
the dining table.

Continued on page 28

Black Mennonite cabinetry combines with dark 
green granite and virescent island cupboards to 
create the kitchen. The light fixture is fashioned 
from an old wagon bolster.
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Upstairs is a large loft with lots of room 
for guests that her adult children bring to the 
cottage. Karen intends to use the space as a 
studio for pottery, stained-glass work and 
other interesting creations. Floortrends 
supplied the carpeting.

Her cottage won the 2015 Housing Design 
Award award for 1,601 to 2,500 sq. ft. Custom 
Built Homes from the Peterborough & The 

Kawarthas Home Builders Association. 
Karen describes her RWH Construction 
builders as awesome and great to work 
with. “I’m more than pleased.” She 
appreciates how quick and eager they are 
to help with any facet of the home. “They’ve 
become like family,” she says. “They’ve 
more than delivered my dream of a warm, 
cosy cottage.”  OH

TOP LEFT: Glass and slate tiles enclose 
the shower in the master en suite where 
old barn boards and hemlock were 
used to build the vanity and cupboards. 
BOTTOM LEFT & ABOVE : Colourful 
quilts add warmth to the main floor 
master bedroom and a guest bedroom. 
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