
AA rolling patchwork of 
farms, forest and fields, 
the Northumberland hills 
tumble down to Rice 
Lake. Atop one of these 
long, scenic slopes with a 
sweeping view of the lake, 
Jo-Anne and Barry Johnson 
built their new home.
 
Urban professionals with jobs in the city, 
the couple had been looking for years for a 
property on which to build. They enjoyed 
Northumberland County’s open spaces, 
the drumlins and eskers shaped by ancient 
glaciers, and the pastoral lifestyle. 

“We were pretty specific about what we 
wanted,” says Jo-Anne. Over many weekends, 
they looked at dozens of properties until 
they found this 17-acre site. “Once we found 
it, we just had to buy it,” she says. “When we 
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Engineered hickory covers the floor in the 
Johnsons’ great room where antiqued maple 
bookcases flanking the fireplace hold a 
collection of antique duck decoys that had 
sat in a sack in Barry’s parents’ garage for 
more than 45 years. RIGHT: A musical couple, 
Jo-Anne plays piano and Barry plays guitar. 
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came across this piece, we said, ‘There’s not much point in looking any 
further,’ because it had all the attributes we were looking for – high 
ground, a beautiful, very long view of the lake,” says Barry. 

After a couple of false starts with other companies, they found 
Linwood Custom Homes at a home show and liked what they saw. 
“They invited us out, literally, on a bus tour, where they took us and a 
full bus load of people around and we visited 18 homes that they had 
in various stages of construction and completion,” Jo-Anne recalls. 
“We saw the outside of many and the inside of some and were able 
to speak to the homeowners and to many of the tradespeople.” They 
looked at some homes in their skeletal form and could see the quality of 
construction and materials. 

As the general contractor for their new house, the Johnsons would 
assume the risk of coordinating sub-trades and managing the site, Barry 
explains. “In the case of Linwood, we found that the risk component 
was greatly reduced because most of these sub-trades, the critical 
sub-trades, had worked before on many similar projects.” Linwood was 
willing to work with the couple’s design concepts, harmonize their 
vision and supply the materials. “There was a lot of flexibility. As our 
comfort zone grew, we felt the risk diminish,” Barry says. “It became a 
comfortable leap of faith when we started writing cheques with them.” 
Individual sub-trades all wanted a good build and watched out for each 
other, he says. “That made us feel good.” 

Jo-Anne designed the home’s interior – choosing colours, lighting 
and cabinetry. As the project treasurer, she also wrote the cheques. 
Barry made sure the house got built.

The Johnsons relied on Mike Parlevliet of Parlevliet 
Construction to build the home. “He listens, he understands, he 
interprets what you’re asking and he’ll do everything he can toward 
meeting that end,” Barry says. Mike identified challenges early, quickly 
corrected any deficiencies and was always promptly available by text or 
email. “That made us feel he was part of our team,” Barry says.

Craig MacFarlane, vice-president of sales for Linwood Custom 
Homes, helped refine the home’s design, provided suggestions for sub-
trades, and offered tweaks here or there that made a big difference. “He 
was excellent as well,” Barry says.

Linwood excels at site-specific design. Using fill dug from the 
property, it shaped the terrain to allow the ground floor walkout the 
Johnsons wanted.  “I created something that worked for them, for that 
lot, for their budget, and had those specific items they required that met 
their needs,”  Craig says.

Lighting the home was a challenge 
because all the ceilings on the main floor are 
sloped. Jo-Anne worked with Lando Lighting 
to source pedant lights and chandeliers. 
“Lighting was carted here and back and put up 
and taken down, and looked at. It was quite 
a process,” she recalls. “It never all came from 
the same manufacturer but it does all work 
together, through the grace of the owner of 
Lando, who spent the time with me and was 
willing to let me bring stuff here and see what 
it looked like.”

Their favourite features include the 
Velux skylights above the dressing room and 
kitchen. “They’re rain sensitive, so you can 
go away and leave them open if you want and 
they just close if there’s going to be any rain. 
If you come in the house and it’s super hot, 
you just open them up and the hot air escapes 
in two minutes. It’s amazing,” says Jo-Anne. 
The skylights have remote-controlled blinds 
that can be programmed to automatically 
open and close.

The home’s large, open living, dining 
and kitchen area has high, vaulted pine 
ceilings, raked by laminated beams antiqued 
to resemble weathered barn timbers. A tall, 
stone, wood-burning fireplace, built by Matt 
Vandermey of Creative Stone Designs, 
is flanked by maple shelves and bookcases 
at one end of the living space. On the west 

Below the Kawartha 
room, a spa holds a 
hot tub surrounded by 
knotty pine panel ling.

TOP LEFT: A lively array of roof hips, dormers and expansive windows 
gives the home a sturdy but elegant appeal. TOP: Barry Johnson shaped 
a large slab of acacia from Sumatra to build the couple’s dining table. 
Four inches thick, it is 10-feet long, protected with 10 coats of Varathane. 
ABOVE: The ceiling ascends sharply above the front foyer where Mark 
Michta of M&M Tiles installed the pattern of floor tiles.

Black leather-capped stools from Bennett’s 
Home Furnishings provide seating at the 
granite-topped kitchen dining bar. The antiqued 
chopping block is solid oak. BELOW: The 
Johnsons enjoy summer dinners in the Kawartha 
room on the west side of their home. It has a 
walkout to a deck overlooking the lake view. 

Continued on page 38

Photo: Randall Romano

Photo: Randall Romano

ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 6   |  3736  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 6

feature



side, wide double doors open to a three-season Kawartha room, 
furnished with wicker and panelled in pine, with adjustable windows 
and screens by Sunspace of Lakefield. An exterior deck enclosed 
by glass panels overlooks Rice Lake and the sunsets over the distant 
hills of Peterborough County. “We spend a lot of time out there in the 
summer,” says Jo-Anne. 

At the kitchen’s heart sits an island, capped with a 10-foot slab of 
dark granite. “We had it leathered so it’s very much like the rock itself,” 
says Jo-Anne. “Then we put a heating pad under it. Rock gets cold 
in the winter, so it’s got a heating pad. You can turn that on and it’s 
quite radiant.” The slightly distressed, pearl-white kitchen cabinetry 
complements the modern country look of the home.

The master bedroom opens to a large dressing room, illuminated by 
a skylight and furnished with cabinets and drawers lining three walls. 
Natural light spills into the bedroom from windows on two walls. 
Brown marble, inlaid with patterned ceramic tiles, covers the bathroom 
floor and its built-in radiant heating. Marble also tops two matching 
vanities while ceramic tiles clad the walls of the walk-in shower. A 
heated towel rack completes the comfort.

Downstairs are two guest rooms and another large living area, 
which remains a work in progress. It holds Jo-Anne’s piano and a 
rehearsal space for Barry’s rockin’ rhythm and blues band, The Off beats. 
The space is wired for sound and plumbed to become a future bar 
with a pool table. A new spa, built below the Kawartha room, holds a 
soothing hot tub. 

The main-floor living space is where the Johnsons spend most of 
their time. “It’s pretty all the time,” says Jo-Anne. “On the weekend, 
we get up and put a fire on in the morning – winter nights the same 
thing,” she says. In the summer, they enjoy meals in the Kawartha room 
and relax on the deck, watching the sun go down or the weather roll in 
across the distant hills and valleys.

Summer and fall evenings are a pleasure. The heat of the day has 
waned, there’s still plenty of light at sunset, doors and windows are 
open and there are no black flies or mosquitoes. “You get this nice end-
to-end casual breeze through the house,” says Barry.  OH
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A skylight illuminates the luxurious dressing room that connects the master 
bedroom with the en suite bath. In addition to high windows on the east wall and 
a skylight, the master bedroom has large windows overlooking the lake. Ceramic 
tiles and brown marble sheath surfaces in the en suite bathroom.
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