
When spring cleaning 
shifts to high gear, 
it can inspire great 
changes at home or the 
cottage. Making those 
improvements with the 
help of professionals can 
enhance the experience 
and the final result. 
OUR HOMES asks a few 
experts to weigh in.
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Best advice for kitchen renovation: “Spring 
is a great time to renovate,” says Jennifer. 
With days getting longer and warmer, there’s 
no better time to plan a home or cottage 
renovation, she says. All the latest design 
trends and colours for the year are usually 
introduced in late winter and early spring, 
she says. “There is no shortage of trade shows, 
like the Interior Design Show and National 
Home Show to visit at this time of year and 
get inspired for your project.” Before meeting 
a kitchen designer, sketch your kitchen with 
wall, window and door measurements. Learn 
what you like. Save pictures from magazines, 
catalogues and websites. Establish a budget 
to guide your choice of countertops, cabinets 
and finishes. Identify the appliances you want. 
Determine how you want your kitchen to 
work. Make a wish list.

Stairs or lifts? “Wooden stairs have a lifespan 
of maybe 15 years. A metal lift has a lifespan 
of 50 years,” says Alvin, a millwright who 
manufactures as many as 12 custom lifts 
every year. “A lift provides access for parents, 
older people in the family and anyone who 
is disabled,” he says. “Not only are cottage 
owners getting older, but the owners’ parents 
are getting older,” he says. While most of his 

work is done for Ontario clients in Muskoka 
and nearby Georgian Bay, his lifts can be found 
in Georgia’s Smokey Mountains and New 
York’s Finger Lakes. Chalet owners in the Blue 
Mountain area use his lifts in the winter to 
get from their chalets to their parking spots. 
He built a dumbwaiter for the Wenonah II 
sightseeing ship and has lifts operating in the 
Ottawa Valley and Goose Bay, Labrador.

ALVIN ALLEN, Owner
Cottage Lifts Enterprises

Continued on page 44

ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 6   |  4342  |  ourhomes   S P R I N G  2 0 1 6

people



JANIS WHITEHEAD 
& DAGNY MUSCLOW 
Owners
The Old Tin Shed

Best advice for spring decorating: 
“Take something old and make it new,” 
says Janis. She and her daughter Dagny 
did just that when they moved their 
nationally-renowned home décor and 
gift shop into the former Catholic church 
in downtown Bancroft five years ago. A 
change in seasons is a good time to take 
an old piece of furniture and bring it to 
life with Caromal Colours, a chalk-based, 
textured paint, available at the store, says 
Dagny. Industrial lighting is a novel way 
to up-cycle things for an interesting look 
with pulleys, chains and old wire baskets. 
Customers can make their own pedant 
lamps using kits of electrical parts sold 
at the store. “You can take just about 
anything and make it into a lamp,” says 
Janis. In addition to clothing and jewelry, 
they also sell linens, signs, tinware and 
iron hardware.

WILLY EWASCHUK, Owner
Cottage Hill Furniture & Cabinets Inc.

What’s your best advice for custom wood work? “If someone’s 
thinking of getting custom wood work done, the earlier in the process 
they get together with us the better the outcome,” says Willy. “Learn 
what your options are.” Discussing materials, finishes and styles before 
getting too far into a project leads to more creative outcomes. “If you’re 
going to spend the money on custom wood work, you want to get it 
right,” says Willy, who began his lifelong craft at age 14 when he went 
to work for a German boat builder. “Everybody had to learn how to 
build stuff because you couldn’t afford to buy it,” he says. He began 
designing furniture after studying industrial design at the Ontario 
College of Art. He and his wife Patti collaborate with homeowners to 
plan and create high-quality furniture with the utmost craftsmanship. 

Continued on page 46
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GREG HOUSTON & 
MARK HOUSTON
Owners
Houston Marine Systems

Need a dock? The Houston 
brothers will be happy to help 
plan your waterfront. “At Houston 
Marine Systems we know that 
every waterfront is unique, and so is 
every family,” the brothers say. “We 
know that a dock is a big investment 
that is meant to provide years of 
enjoyment. It’s the setting for so many 
activities and so many memories of 
life at the cottage.” With 28 years of 
experience as a major manufacturer 
of standing, floating and winch-up 
docks, marine railways and boat lifts, 
the Houstons and their professional 
staff can provide waterfront solutions 
customized to individual needs. They 
also carry boat lifts, a full range of 
dock accessories and furniture at their 
year-round location in Coboconk, 
where everything is on display. Their 
website shows prices for nearly 
everything they offer.  OH

 SOURCE IT THE NEW, NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN  
PETERBOROUGH AND THE SURROUNDING AREA

CHEMONG CHIMNEY
Chemong Chimney has been 
serving Bridgenorth, Ennismore, 
Lakefield, Peterborough and the 
Kawartha Lakes since 1993. Ken 
Monk has been in this business 
and selling fireplaces for over 
30 years. We are your one stop 
location for all your chimney and 
fireplace needs.

Our professional services 
include both chimney and 
gas fireplace cleanings, also 
specializing in prefab chimneys, 
liners, chimney repairs and 
custom masonry facings and 
wood mantels. With our team 
of licensed and certified 
experts we can answer any of 
your questions regarding your 
installation. We include an 
onsite inspection and a free 
estimate of your home that will 
ensure there are no surprises 
when the work is complete. 
Our estimates are fair and 
workmanship topnotch.

We guarantee the results and 
our appointment schedules are 
flexible, to fit your needs. We 
also carry an extensive line of 
respected fireplace names like 
Pacific Energy, Regency, Vermont 
Castings, Quadrafire and 
Fireplace Xtrodinair products.

Located at: Causeway Plaza 
beside Home Hardware in 
Bridgenorth only minutes from 
Peterborough.

Open six days a week, 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday, and 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays.
705.292.9889
Causeway Plaza, Bridgenorth
Also visit us at: 
chemongchimney.ca
(Please see ad on pg 31)

GRIFFIN’S GREENHOUSES
Griffin’s Greenhouses began 
in 1976, as a hobby for Ann. Her 
venture grew over the years to 
evolve from a seasonal, two-
month operation, to a full garden 
centre open March to December. 
In 1998, husband Jack retired to 
work full time “in the dirt” and in 
2002 daughter Vikki moved back 
to Peterborough to become 
the General Manager. In 2006 
son Kyle left his photo journalist 
job to become Greenhouse 
Manager – and Griffin’s became 
a true family business! 

With fifteen seasonal 
employees, Griffin’s offers 
quality perennials, annuals, 
container gardens, water plants, 
herbs and vegetables. Three 
certified Master Gardeners are 
part of the team, along with the 
friendly and helpful staff who 
provide advice, suggestions and 
encouragement. Workshops and 
Seminars offered throughout the 
year help customers improve 
and expand their skills. The 
bi-weekly E-news provides hints, 
tips and colourful photos. 

The award winning Display 
Garden is a treasure! Showing 
plant material in natural 
growing conditions it offers 
education and beauty. Visitors 
are encouraged to sit in one 
of the many nooks and take in 
the colour, bird and insect-life; 
many bring journals, cameras or 
drawing material to capture it in 
artistic form. 

We invite you to visit and help 
us celebrate 40 years of success!
705.652.8638 or 877.647.4334
griffinsgreenhouses.com
(Please see ad on pg 23)

SANIFLO – INSTALL A 
BATHROOM ANYWHERE
Saniflo Canada is the 
worldwide leader of 
macerating toilet systems 
and gray water pumping 
systems for residential and 
commercial applications. 
These upflush toilet 
systems are designed to 
be installed anywhere, 
from the basement to the 
attic, without the need for a 
rough-in and regardless of 
the positioning of existing 
plumbing lines, saving time 
and budget on renovations. 

Thanks to its pumping 
capabilities and above-floor 
installation, there is no need 
to break the walls or the 
floor, meaning features such 
as toilets, sinks and showers/
tubs can be installed in 
as little as one day. Units 
are clean and reliable, 
eco-friendly and virtually 
maintenance free.  

Saniflo was founded 
in France in 1958 and has 
been servicing the Canadian 
plumbing industry for over 
25 years. Their products are 
available across Canada and 
can be found through most 
major plumbing wholesalers 
and hardware retailers.
For more information  
or installation videos, 
please visit: 
saniflo.ca 
or call:  
Saniflo Canada 
at 1.800.363.5874
(Please see ad on pg 5)

COBOURG CLOCKS –
IF IT WON’T TICK,
LET ME TOCK TO IT
Every home has a clock that 
is important to their owners. 
Clocks are often a focal point in a 
room or hallway. Many clocks are 
inherited from family members, 
and hold precious memories.

Clocks are enjoyed and 
cherished; that is, until they 
stop working. We take great 
pride in repairing and restoring 
your clock to excellent 
working condition, and we 
have hundreds of satisfied 
customers as a testament of our 
work. We service all manner of 
clocks including mantel, shelf, 
wall clocks and we offer a full 
grandfather clock in-home 
service. Much of our work 
involves restoring antique clocks; 
however, we also service newer 
battery operated clocks.

Cobourg Clocks has an 
extensive clock reference library 
and most often your clock can 
be identified as to its origin 
including maker, history, age 
and value. We offer guidelines 
for the care and maintenance 
of your clock to ensure it will 
operate properly after our work 
is complete.

Our website includes 
projects, photographs, clocks for 
sale and reference letters.

We are a member of the 
National Association of Watch 
and Clock Collectors Inc.
905.377.9412
Dave & Maggie Upton,
1000 Glenhare Street  
Cobourg 
cobourgclocks.com
(Please see ad on pg 27)
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