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Cosy
IN KAWARTHA

LEFT: The comforting warmth of wood infuses the 
new log home that Lee and Randy Reynolds built 
in the Kawartha Highlands. TOP TO BOTTOM: (1) 
Randy’s loft office overlooks the living room. (2) 
Builders used birch, iron and plenty of ingenuity 
to construct the seemingly freestanding staircase 
at the home’s centre. (3) The log-walled entrance 
showcases the rugged elegance of pine timbers. 
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Lee. Confederation helped finalize their design, milled all the eight-by-12 
inch timbers for the home, and supplied most exterior components.

A few weeks after Lee and Randy set sail, crews tore down the old 
cottage and started building. While the couple sailed from Lake Ontario 
and travelled down the United States east coast, across the Gulf Stream 
to the Bahamas, friends, family and the folks at R. Moore emailed them 
photos of the ongoing progress. 

The home’s high sweeping view came with a lofty challenge for 
builders. “The house was literally built on a cliff,” says Moore. The finished 
home sits on rock chipped out by an excavator’s chisel. “We couldn’t blast 
because there was too much danger of fracking the neighbours’ properties, 
so we literally had to chip out the rock. We were there for one solid week 
every day chipping.” Crews built a temporary scaffold out 14 feet over the 
cliff to enable construction.

Lee and Randy cut their trip short and returned home early due to a 

family illness. But that enabled them to be around for most of the finishing 
and final decisions. “We love the house and couldn’t be happier,” she 
says. “The quality of the construction was first rate and the project was 
delivered right on time, which was very important to us.”

Sitting on about 200 feet of shoreline, the two-storey home has 2,200 
square feet of space on the two main floors, with an additional 1,100 square 
feet on the lower level. The cultured stone fireplace in the great room is 
one of the couple’s favourite features. They also like the insulation and 
“thermal lag” that the logs provide – keeping the house cool in the summer 
and warm in winter. Moore credits Parker MacDonald for the perfect 
fit of the dovetailed logs. “He was responsible for doing a really good job 
of putting the log kit up.” Plenty of bright windows and a walkout ensure 
the lower level doesn’t feel like a basement at all.

One of the home’s remarkable features is the custom-crafted open-
tread staircase that connects all three levels. Made of birch, with cast 

LEFT: Sweeping views of 
Catchacoma Lake make a 
stunning backdrop for the 
dining and living rooms.
BELOW: Leather furniture 
from Bennett’s Home 
Furnishings and Southern 
Comfort Hearth and 
Home add soft and 
supple comfort. RIGHT: 
Floortrends supplied slate 
for the front entrance and 
engineered birch hardwood 
for the main floor. FAR 
RIGHT: Covered porches 
flank the front entrance 
of the custom-built home. 
Buckhorn Sand & Gravel Ltd. 
landscaped the property.
BELOW RIGHT: Large 
windows provide plenty 
of natural light for the 
ground-floor family room.

BBuilding a new home in the Kawartha 
Highlands was smooth sailing for Lee and 
Randy Reynolds.

Avid mariners, they embarked on a trip-of-a-lifetime aboard 
their 40-foot sailboat Silver Maple last August shortly before R. 
Moore Homes began constructing their new log home, high above 
Catchacoma Lake. The couple were certain that builder Rick Moore 
would fulfill their expectations. “After meeting with him we were 
pretty confident that he could pull this off while we were away on the 
boat trip,” says Lee. “And he did.” 

The three-bedroom log home, perched over an incredible panorama 
of forest, lake and sky, has thick timbered walls with dovetailed corners, 
plenty of wood features and slate floors that make it a cosy wilderness 
retreat. “The view is spectacular,” says Randy. “Seventy-five feet above 
Catchacoma Lake makes for a great view, even if the walk back from the 
dock is a little exercise.”

Randy designed the log home after they sold a house in Toronto’s 
Lawrence Park. They were relaxing with the newspaper in bed when he 
started sketching plans. Using components, like window locations and 
views from the old cottage he bought in 1991, he laid out a basic design. It’s 
something he had thought about for years. Randy had gone to high school 
in Fenelon Falls and Lee grew up in Haliburton. “This area is home to us 
and we wanted to retire here,” Lee says.

After meeting with 1867 Confederation Log Homes & Timber 
Frame, they decided to build on the old cottage property. “It is the perfect 
setting for a home with the cosy feel that log construction provides,” says 

Continued on page 28
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iron spindles by Kawartha Stair & Rail Ltd., the staircase appears 
self-supporting and freestanding. It took a lot of thought and structural 
design work, says Moore. “That was probably the most difficult part of 
the house,” he says. “It was quite a feat to be able to design that.”

Randy’s favourite room is his loft office. It’s situated in the middle of the 
top floor, between the two upper bedrooms. At his desk he has stunning 
views of the lake and the great room. The space provides privacy while still 
being part of the household. Lee’s favourite space is the living room. “The 
fireplace and windows are breathtaking,” she says. Dark-stained maple 
cabinets and granite countertops, by KDS Kitchen Design Studios, 
furnish the kitchen. A coffered ceiling, designed on site for the adjoining 
dining room, conceals heat ducts leading upstairs. Towering windows soar 
two storeys above the leather sofas and chairs in the great room. The master 
bedroom, a quiet main-floor sanctuary, also has large windows overlooking 
the lake. Dark engineered hardwood covers the floors, complementing the 
white pine log walls. Each of the upstairs bedrooms has unique, angled 
walls, dormers and lake views as well as closets built into the knee walls. 
A games room and family room occupies the home’s lower level.

“It’s a very comfortable house, not only for entertaining, but to live in,” 
says Rick Kinsman, owner of 1867 Confederation Log Homes & Timber 
Frame. “We design the home, not only for the customer’s needs, but for 
their wants.”

The couple now makes this Kawartha retreat their home. They split 
their time between here and their place in Scottsdale, Arizona. Their 
sailboat is still in the Bahamas and they’ll head back there to finish the 
trip that they cut short.  OH
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R. Moore Homes, 1867 Confederation Log 

Homes, Parker MacDonald, Doug Pinder Electric, 

Foster Kelly’s Plumbing & Showroom, Traill 

Heating & Cooling, KDS Kitchen Design Studios, 

Floortrends, Kawartha Stair & Rail Ltd., Romart 

Sand & Gravel Ltd., Derrick Camporst, Kerr’s 

Home Products Ltd., Dan’s Painting, Bennett’s 

Home Furnishings, Southern Comfort Hearth 

and Home, Buckhorn Sand & Gravel Ltd.

Engineered hardwood flooring extends into the main floor 
master bedroom where the bed snuggles up to white pine 
timbers. RIGHT: Sandwiched between the two upstairs 
bedrooms, the loft office also has a great view of the lake. 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Open treads and slender iron spindles in the 
staircase help make the house spacious.

R.Moore Homes is dedicated to providing the highest level
of customer satisfaction for the last 38 years in Kawartha 

Lakes and Peterborough area. We currently have three 
different segments of new homes to offer.

www.rmoorehomes.com
1-800-267-9491

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM AT:
8 Callaghan Road

Lindsay, ON
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