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Topographical maps show this country home is located 
at the highest point in the Town of Blue Mountains. The 
270-degree panoramic view from the residence’s ample 
windows is second to none, stretching over vast farmlands 
to the Beaver Valley beyond. On a clear day you can see the 
distant waters of Georgian Bay. Continued on page 94

Slate in the entraceway, which leads to the garage down the hall 
and the backyard opposite the front door, is easy to clean and 

maintain. Beautiful hardwood floors anchor the main living areas. 
Someone clearly loves the cool slate and the warm hardwood. 
There’s also a pantry hidden in the wall leading to the kitchen.

TOP LEFT: The neighbourhood is particularly splendid in the fall.

BOTTOM LEFT: The view of the home’s exterior. The homeowners 
spend as much time as possible at their new home, expertly built 

by Carter Allen Ltd.
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The homeowners, Kim and Jim, familiar from their youth with the 
variety of outdoor activities offered in the region, purchased a two-acre 
parcel severed from a local farm as the site of their permanent dream home. 

The setting suited them perfectly. “Having lived here in the late ’80s I 
knew one day we’d move back,” Jim says. “We wanted a property that had 
views with a sense of openness over farmland and trees. What we notice 
in the country is the quiet. It’s so quiet, all we hear are cows, horses and 
the wind. We’re seven minutes from the ski hills and with Kolapore and 
the Bruce Trail nearby we’re close to cycling and cross-country trails. 
This area is one of the most scenic in the world for cycling and running.”

After interviewing a number of local builders, Carter Allen Ltd. was 
enlisted to make the couple’s wish for a sleek, modern home a reality. This 
partnership turned out to be a marriage made in heaven.

The couple enjoyed the collaborative relationship established with 
builders Scott Carter and Chris Allen, who went the extra mile to 
ensure their clients’ dreams would come true. In Kim’s words, “we liked 
Scott and Chris’ presentation. We liked their enthusiasm and energy. 
We just clicked.” 

Jim elaborates. “On our sloped lot it was difficult to imagine what the final 
views from the main floor would look like. The builders set up 50 sections 

of scaffolding to recreate the elevations so that we could get a real sense of 
what it would be like. That was very, very helpful. That kind of collaboration 
continued with daily photos and emails as construction progressed.”

The couple skillfully blended their different visions in the final design 
of the home. Kim liked clean modern lines, while her husband tended 
toward the more traditional. The result: a tasteful combination of both 
modern and traditional elements. Traditional slate, stone and dark wood 
complement contemporary open-concept spaces bathed in natural light 
from floor-to-ceiling windows. 

Both agreed they wanted their new home to employ green innovations 
and be as maintenance-free as possible. With lots of active family, friends 
and dogs visiting, another major priority was functionality.

They worked closely with house designer Doug Plumb, of Plumb 
Designs, Midland, to create a design that suited their needs. Plumb’s 
practical background as a builder helped immensely in the design stage.

Everyone involved agrees that the actual construction phase was made 
easier by the collaborative preplanning of clients and builders alike. In 
Kim’s words, “I thought we’d dread the process of building a home on our 
own. It turned out to be not bad at all. If there was stress, it was always a 
good stress. In all, I’d call the process fun.” Continued on page 98

RIGHT: The dining 
area is separated 

from the living room 
by a Chantico double-

sided fireplace.  
The festive table 
setting includes 
tableware from 

Grelik’s Reliks in 
Meaford. A painting 

by Jenn Wilkins  
is featured 

prominently between 
the two rooms.

BELOW: Kim wanted 
clean, modern lines 

throughout her  
home. The all-white  
kitchen by Highland  

Interiors has lots  
of storage and 

beautiful Caesarstone  
quartz countertops.
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The living room is all about the view. 
Floor-to-ceiling windows bring the 
outside in. A view of every season 
in all its glory makes this cleverly 

constructed home a gem.

BELOW: Designer Andrea Rinaldo 
helped stage the home for this issue.
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Scott Carter mirrors his clients’ enthusiasm for the six-month 
building process: “We couldn’t ask for better people to work with. 
When time and care is put into the front-end of the project, the results 
are always satisfying.” Carter expands on his company’s approach to 
construction. “Chris and I travelled to international builder trade shows 
in Germany to keep up with the latest advancements in techniques and 
materials. We’re constantly looking for new and better ways of refining a  
project. We consistently strive to build to a high standard using preferred  
building practices.”

Technological and design innovations that enhance the functionality 
of this home include: steel stairs to and from the garage to reduce 
maintenance, use of solar tubes to curb electricity use, ample pocket doors 
to minimize clutter, in-floor radiant heating throughout, on-demand 
propane heating, and adjustable well water pressure.

Chris Allen readily admits that he and Carter, who first met as 
teenagers at a summer camp on Beausoleil Island, bring different strengths 
to their building partnership. This team approach works well. Chris 
focuses more on practical jobsite issues while Scott’s expertise lies with 
elevations and materials.

Allen emphasizes the firm’s concern for quality. “You can never skimp 
on the skeleton of a home – the insulation, framing and foundation.” He 
continues, “On the job we’re only as good as our weakest person. That’s 
why we network with local trades like Grey Bruce Construction Ltd., 
GWT Trenching & Excavation, and Bear Electric to ensure we get the 
best quality work and maintain a clean, safe worksite.”

This exquisite hilltop home is testimony to the thorough care and 
consideration taken by homeowners and builders alike, whose individual 
gifts are reflected in the finished product.

Scott Carter and Chris Allen, of Carter Allen 
Ltd., worked with the homeowners to build 

a beautiful, contemporary home with green 
technology that is virtually maintenance-free.

BELOW: Carter and Allen are photographed 
against a painting by artist Jason Alexander.
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Past the dark siding and natural stone of the home’s exterior, visitors 
ascend a broad rock stairway into a large entranceway that provides an 
instant view of the rolling farmlands beyond. Here, you sense that nature 
and home design are one. It’s the exact feeling the homeowners want to elicit.

To the left of the entrance there’s ample closet space, a laundry room, 
a powder room and access to the large two-car garage. To the right is a 
spacious kitchen sporting a large island which opens to a dining area and 
a roomy family gathering space. All three areas are visually linked by a 
Chantico freestanding, double-sided wood fireplace, in the centre, that 
anchors the main floor, lending it a relaxed, comfortable feel. 

The crisp, white kitchen cabinetry with nickel hardware by Highland 
Interiors speaks of modern functionality as does the gleaming Caesarstone 
quartz countertops. Natural warmth is added by Vintage Flooring’s hand-
scraped, engineered floors with a medium brown matte finish.

Steps from the kitchen, an elegant wooden staircase leads to the lower 
level where three large guest bedrooms and a bathroom as well as a vast 
family/recreation area accommodate weekend visitors in comfort.

On the main floor, a stunning panoramic view of the surrounding 
natural setting is provided by floor-to-ceiling windows, which stretch 
all the way from the cosy kitchen nook to encompass three sides of the 
family room. In this house nature becomes an integral feature of the 
home’s design. 

When Scott Carter ponders the joy he and his partner Chris Allen 
get from completing a job well done, Carter likens it to leading camping 
expeditions in their youth. “Out-tripping is challenging, but when it’s 
over, the exhilarating feeling is that everyone did a good job.” 

Allen agrees. “I’m more than satisfied when a client, who trusts you, 
cries and hugs you out of joy when the job is complete and their dream 
has come true.”  OH

SOURCE GUIDE

Doug Plumb Design, Naturally Green Landscapes, 
Zubek Emo Patten & ThomsenSurvey, C.C. Tatham & 
Associates, GWT Trenching & Excavating, Grey Bruce 
Construction, Jim Clarke Well Drilling, Thornbury 
Home Hardware, Lakeshore Manufacturing, 
Bumstead Brothers Plumbing & Heating, Jeff 
Walker Plumbing & Heating, Bear Electric, Jim 
Davidson Drywall, Just Ask Judy, Huronia Alarm 
& Fire Security, Rock Solid Landscapes, Maxwell’s 
Landscape & Masonry Supply, Mic Vaclavik, MBM 
Stone Works, Marfoot Roofing, Gorilla Gutters, 
Chantico Fireplace Gallery, Gervasis Tile. 

The master bedroom is 
tucked away on the main floor 
with a beautiful view of the 
surrounding forest. 

RIGHT: The bright master bath. 
The dark his-and-her vanity is a 
delightful addition.

INTERIOR SPACE PLANNING
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Ph (705) 444-0400   Fx (705) 444-6675
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