
FA L L / H O L I D AY  2 0 1 1

www.ourhomesmagazine.com

THE
SPECIALholiday
ISSUE

plus
HELP FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

pg 60 PLAN A PARTY
pg 112 EASY NIBBLES

pg 110 STOCK YOUR PANTRY
pg 28 & 54 SIMPLE DECORATING IDEAS 

BARN
RECONSTRUCTED

pg 40

PEEK INSIDE A FESTIVE
   paris-inspired
     APARTMENT pg 80

HOUSE
BEAUTIFUL
A BLACK TUSK DESIGN/BUILD pg 94



Your local Connection

Lora Bay waterfront 3 bed-
room winterized cottage. 

Only $699,000 

Your local Connection
For detailed listings visit 
www.kevinwoolham.com

Call or email Kevin Today!
Direct 705.888.1219   Email info@kevinwoolham.com
Of ce 705.445.5640   Toll free 866.669.6608

Kevin Woolham 
Sales Representative, SRES®
Masters Silver Award 2010***

*Independently Owned and Operated. E&OE **Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. ***Award information available at Century21 Offord Realty. 

*
72 Hurontario St. Collingwood ON L9Y 2L8

Large chalet with 
excellent rental history. 

Only $899,000 

Multiple units right beside 
the Village at Blue. Hill side. 

$215,000 to $264,000

Quiet location, 4000 sq ft 
custom bungalow.

Only $615,000 

Ski out your back door! 
Views of Georgian Bay.

From $550,000 

Upper and lower units 
available. Hill side location. 

$234,500 to $279,000

 Beautiful Century home 
on quiet corner lot. 

Only $375,000

Dawson 4 bedroom, Trott 
upper & lower 2 bedrooms. 

$134,900 to $159,900 

2 units available on golf 
course. Walk to ski hill.
$259,00 to $264,900

 6 bedroom classic chalet, 
excellent turn key rental.  

Only $459,000

Sue

Home 
Staging

Jo-Anne

Of ce
Administration

Rhonda

Marketing

Meet the Team
Ready to help with all 
your real estate needs.

Two 1 bedroom units 
available. 

$124,900 to $139,000 

Lot surrounded by  ne 
homes.Walk to ski hills.

Only $179,000 

2 lots including founder’s 
100 ft lot on the 18th.  
$179,000 & $425,000

 Craigleith lot, 98 x 232. 
Deeded beach access.

Only $144,900 

REDUCED
REDUCED

 Ground  oor condo, 3 
bedrooms fully renovated. 

SOLD

Beautifully kept, renovated 
Swiss Meadows Chalet.

SOLD

SOLDSOLD

Josée
Rivard

Sales 
Representative
josee@kevinwoolham.com

Ski-in ski-out properties avail-
able. 2 lots and 1 chalet.

$425,000 to $725,000 

 Mountain Springs Resort  Cranberry - Multiple Units Cachet Crossing  Chateau Ridge Wintergreen Place 

 Lighthouse Point  106 Hamlet Clarksburg 128 Birch View Trail Happy Valley   
     

 108 Craigmore Cres.    133 Brophy’s Lane 

SOLDSOLD

SOLD! SOLD! SOLD! SOLD!
Join our property SOLD list**

www.kevinwoolham.com

Whether selling or buying 
our team provides you 
with activity updates, 
quality service, staging 
and advertising. 

The Team

2 SOLD

4 Available2 SOLD

4 Available 1 SOLD

2 Available1 SOLD

2 Available

   Wasaga Beach  Slopeside Properties  Sunset Blvd 116 Carmichael Cres. Lora Bay Lots  
   

Scan with mobile 
QR Reader



UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES
Working to make your dreams into reality is one of the most satisfying aspects of our day to day business. Kolbe’s attention to detail and 

diverse product line allows for a smooth integration into any project. Our association with the finest architectural firms and custom home 

builders is a relationship we value and respect. Together we continually strive to operate at the highest level of service and support on 

behalf of our clients. For more information on Kolbe Windows and Doors contact:

705.627.6811 or Kolbe Gallery 1.866.348.4398 ext. 23

See the Difference Quality Makes

Featuring

KOLBE_F2011muskoka.indd   1 11-09-08   9:47 AM

Brad Williams
Broker

705.444.4646 DIRECT

www.bradwilliamsrealtor.com
remaxman@georgian.net

Lifetime Achievement Award

ONE OF A KIND! Your own private resort, completely furnished indoor 
& out! Salt water pool with cabana with full 3 pc bath. Outdoor dining 
area. Practice on your private chip & putt green. 4 car garage with 
room for all your toys, gated entrance. Impressive all stone custom 
6400 sq. ft. finished luxurious 5 bdrm, 7 bath home. $2,990,000 
MLS#20115201

ALPINE HILLS Luxurious Mountain chalet. 3850 sq. ft. architecturally 
designed. Loaded with character, 4 bdrms, 3½ baths, wood burning 
fireplace, upgraded fixtures, reclaimed wood floors. Double attached 
garage with inside entry on a nicely treed lot with extensive land-
scaping. Close to Craigleith & Alpine ski clubs & the Village @ Blue. 
$1,450,000 MLS#20115531

COLLINGWOOD Exclusive Maple Street location. Victorian style brick 
home with wrap around front porch, detached 2 car garage with a 
new paved driveway & private lot at the end of a cul de sac. Heated 
floors in dining & kitchen area. 2300 sq. ft., 3 bdrms, 2½ baths. 
$499,000 MLS#20115151

THORNCROFT ESTATES Vaulted Great Room equipped with media centre 
& gas fireplace. Kitchen provides ample cabinets & countertops & pantry.  
Fully finished lower level with huge entertainment area, hobby room with 
sink, large bdrm & 3 pc bth. Garage boasts tandem bay, perfect for storage, 
workshop or 3rd car. $595,000 MLS#20115402

NIPISSING RIDGE Professionally designed & decorated 5 bdrm, 3½ 
bath chalet. Vaulted ceilings, 3-way stone fireplace w/seating around, 
fully finished lower level with media room, exercise area & unique 
800 bottle wine cellar. Great location for Craigleith, Alpine Ski Club 
& Georgian Bay Club Golf Club members. $999,000 MLS#20114582

SILVER GLEN PRESERVE Tanglewood model open concept living 
room & kitchen with center island counter. 3 bdrms, 2½ baths.  Walk 
out to deck which backs onto wooded area with western exposure. 
Upgrades include hardwood flooring throughout, ceramic tiles in 
kitchen & bathrooms, upgraded furnace, alarm system, California 
shutters in bdrms. Unfinished basement. $279,900 MLS#20114771

CUSTOM BUNGALOW Close to Alpine & Craigleith Ski Clubs on  
½ acre lot with mountain views. Eat-in kitchen with stainless steel 
appliances, breakfast bar. Stone wood burning fireplace in living 
room, wall to wall windows & French doors leading to deck with gas 
hook-up for BBQ. $599,000 MLS#20110863

NIPISSING RIDGE Spacious home with hardwood floors throughout.  
Living room with gas fireplace, screened-in sun porch & enclosed hot 
tub room. Well designed kitchen with granite countertops & walk-in 
pantry. Gas fireplace in master suite. 4/5 bdrms, 4½ baths. $799,000 
MLS#20113555

LORA BAY CUSTOM CHALET Located on 17th hole of the golf club 
with views of Georgian Bay. 5 bdrms, 5½ baths. Reclaimed hem-
lock floors, heated slate tile entrances. 10 ft. ceilings with wood 
beams. Master with gas fireplace & french doors to outdoor terrace. 
$1,175,000 MLS#20111374

NIPISSING RIDGE Magnificent Post & Beam chalet custom built by 
Patrick Coulter & Associates. Over 7200 sq. ft. of finished space with 
7 bdrms, 5½ baths, towering stone wood burning fireplace, reclaimed 
Hemlock wood floors, gourmet kitchen. Views of Georgian Bay. Close 
to Craigleith, Alpine & Georgian Peaks Ski Clubs & Northwinds Beach. 
$2,495,000 MLS#20112199

MOUNTAIN VIEW ESTATES Fantastic contemporary home in a very 
private setting backing onto Silver Creek. 5 bdrm, 3 bath multi-level 
custom designed home with outdoor deck overlooking the river,  
attached tennis court & hot tub. Attached double car garage. Mudroom 
with ski tuning room. Wood burning fireplace in the open concept liv-
ing rm. Close to all the area’s amenities. $1,595,000 MLS#20114481

CRAIGLEITH High quality craftsman style bungalow on a ¾ estate 
lot. 3200 sq. ft., 3 bdrm/3 bath, office/den + bonus room. Bright 
open concept design, cathedral ceilings, floor to ceiling gas/stone  
fireplace. Close to skiing, golfing and shopping. Backs on to green 
space. $799,900 MLS#20110149

RemaxWiliamsFH2011.indd   1 11-10-21   3:07 PM



Barb Thompson 
& Anita Lauer 

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
barb@themoviegals.com
anita@themoviegals.com

www.themoviegals.com Real estate in action!

27 Beaver Street, Thornbury

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE 
LIMITED, BROKERAGE
393 First Street, Suite 100, 
Collingwood, ON  L9Y 1B3
www.chestnutpark.com
Office: 705.445.5454   
Direct: 705.441.4777

705.446.6446
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S 
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Townhomes starting from

$319,900
Condos starting from

$199,900

FREE GAS FIREPLACE
Purchase any Townhome before December 31, 2011 
and we’ll install a FREE GAS FIREPLACE, complete 

with dry stacked stone and timber mantle.
Offer does not apply to the Condos. Gas fireplace varies slightly from picture.

Immediate Occupancy
Models Open

Saturday, Sunday & Holiday Mondays 
11:00 am – 5:00 pm or by appointment

FIREPLACES SUPPLIED BY 

CHANTICO
209784 HWY. 26, Craigleith

705.445.9688

Comefor aweekend... S†ayfor a lifetime.

1 6 5  C O U N T Y  R D .  6  S O U T H ,  B O X  1 4 6  P E R K I N S F I E L D ,  O N T A R I O  L 0 L  2 J 0

705.527.6116
www.pkbgroup.ca

D E F I N I N G  S PA C E  W I T H                                 E V E R Y T I M E !Excellence

Relax with confidence – when you choose a custom kitchen or furnishings from  
Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath, you are guaranteed the excellence and craftsmanship you 
deserve. Perkinsfield Kitchen & Bath has been in the business of manufacturing dream kitchens 
since 1997 and we pride ourselves on customer satisfaction and personal service every time.

Come in and visit our expanded showroom and browse through our new addition – The 
Olde Cottage Store – where you’re sure to find your everyday gift and home decor needs.  

From our house to yours -Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
We look forward to seeing you in 2012.

PKB FH2011.indd   1 11-10-26   4:08 PM



Pinch yourself ... you’re not dreaming.

Original

Creek Valley InC   705.443.1200Creek Valley InC
CreekValley FH2011.indd   2-3 11-10-28   3:18 PM



EXPLORE WITH US
www.locationsnorth.com

LOCATIONS NORTH REALTY, BROKERAGE
Independently owned and operated brokerage

TM

MEAFORD & BEAVER VALLEY
519.538.5755

96 SYKES STREET NORTH (Highway 26)
MEAFORD

THORNBURY & BLUE MOUNTAIN 
519.599.2136

27 ARTHUR STREET (Highway 26)
 THORNBURY

This is not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale.

THINKING OF SELLING?

INTERVIEW US

START ON THE WEB

THAT’S WHAT BUYERS ARE DOING

ROYALLEPAGENORTH_F11.indd   1 11-10-27   8:33 PM

Your source for properties in
The Blue Mountains, THORNBURY, MEAFORD & THE GEORGIAN TRIANGLE

Gorgeous Custom Build by Stone Custom Homes!  
Backing on the fairway, looking to the ski hills. 6 Beds / 6 
baths – room for all!
Offered at $849,000 – Call Holly Stone

Oasis at the base of Alpine Ski Club. 6 bedrooms, 4 ½ 
bathrooms, 3 separate living spaces, stunning gourmet 
kitchen. The very best in “Mountain Modern” design.
Offered at $1,750,000 – Call Desmond von Teichman

Olde Towne steps to beautiful down town Collingwood. 
Upgraded bungalow loft, two bedrooms, three bathrooms, 
open concept living and double car garage.
Listed at $435,000 – Call LeeAnn Matthews

Mill Creek Retreat in the heart of Ravenna, a short drive 
to The Blue Mountains. Four bedrooms, five bathrooms, 
over 6000 sq.ft of high end home.
Listed at $1,950,000 – Call Karen E. Willison

Nature Lovers Paradise – over 8 ½ acres, including trails, 
carp pond, and rose bushes. Custom stone 3 bedroom  
home offers over 2300sq ft of living space, immaculate 
condition. Just move in.
Listed at $359,000 – Call Julia Hinds

Country Location – Riverfront property. 5 bedrooms, 
open concept kitchen, dining room, living room with patio 
doors overlooking river. Large garage with inside entry. 
Offered at $229,000 – Call Brenda Holden

Attention SKIERS! Why rent? APPLEJACK-Thornbury’s 
hidden gem! 3 brm’s, 2 baths, 5 appliances, central vac,1 
fireplace. Value plus location.
New Price  $139,900 – Call Dave Armstrong

Condo Living-Year round use or weekend getaway!  
Cathedral ceilings, gas fireplace, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
family room, private patio and a wonderful clubhouse with 
indoor pool and fitness area. 
Listed at $165,000 – Call Sharon Gray

Skiers Paradise – Just steps to the lifts from this five 
bedroom four bath chalet. 
Offered at $745,000 – Call Debbie Gibson

Retro-Cool – This home combines majestic 
modern with “retro-cool”, architectural glass and 
reclaimed barn board,  5 acres of privacy with 

awesome convenience for downtown Thornbury  
Offered at $895,000 - Call Matthew Lidbetter 

FEATURE LISTING

ROYALLEPAGENORTH_F11.indd   2 11-10-27   8:33 PM
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NIPISSING RIDGE BASE OF BLUESNOWBRIDGEBLUESKI GEORGE

2050 sq ft chalet with 4 bedrooms & 3½  
bathrooms. Open concept main level. Fully  
finished lower level.
$764,900 MLS® #20114021

4300 sq ft bungalow on the Raven Golf 
Course. Main floor master, finished lower level.  
Also available as an annual rental. 
$749,000 MLS® #20113021 

Clean & contemporary 3200 sq ft chalet. 4 
bedrooms & 2½ bathrooms. Centrally located, 
walking distance to hills & Village.
$749,000 MLS® #20114060

48’ frontage on the Nottawasaga River. Custom 
built 2800 sq ft home with 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, 
fully finished lower level.
$499,000 MLS® #20115386

VIEW OF BLUE

RIVERFRONT

21 acres on the Beaver River. Paved road, 
year round access. 4000 sq ft home with 5 
bedrooms & 4 bathrooms.
$1,295,000  MLS® #20114261

Inviting home with 118 ft of waterfront on the 
shores of Georgian Bay. 3840 sq ft home with 
4 bedrooms, 3½ baths. 
$1,595,000 MLS® #20112647

COUNTRY ELEGANCE

WATERFRONT

2 bedroom 2 bath ground floor condo 
overlooking the 15th fairway of Monterra. Short 
walk to Village or use the shuttle service.
$259,000 MLS® #20111890

52 acre parcel with views over Beaver Valley 
& Georgian Bay. 4375 sq ft chalet with 7 
bedrooms & 3 baths.
$749,000 MLS® #20114239

HISTORIC SNOWBRIDGE

ACREAGE WITH A VIEW

SNOWBRIDGE

LORA BAY

HISTORIC SNOWBRIDGE BLUE MOUNTAIN POST & BEAMTHE ORCHARD
Large chalet backing on to ski hills with  
unobstructed view. Professionally decorated & 
landscaped, 6 bedrooms & 4 bathrooms.
$1,049,000 MLS® #20113207

Immaculate chalet on cul-de-sac with path 
leading to South Base Lodge. Reverse floor 
plan with view of the Mountain.
$749,000 MLS® #20114194

SOUTH END OF BLUE BLUE  MOUNTAIN MAGNIFICENT IN ALL SEASONS GREAT FAMILY CHALET
Beautifully remodeled & upgraded 4 bedrooms, 
2½ baths chalet. Excellent location, walk to ski 
hills and Village. Move-in ready.
$459,000 MLS® #20110420

Custom chalet with incredible views from all 
rooms. 4000 sq ft home with many upgrades; 
close to ski hills, walk to Village.
$899,000 MLS® #20113896

5 bedroom chalet on private, treed lot at base 
of Blue ski runs. Great layout for family & 
friends.
$849,000 MLS® #20113067

2870 sq ft 5 bedroom, 3½ bathroom  
chalet on cul-de-sac. Fenced yard facing 
Blue Mountain.
$579,000 MLS® #20114419

4300 sq ft chalet with 6 bedrooms, 5  
bathrooms & 4 fireplaces. Seasonal views of 
Georgian Bay.
$1,995,000 MLS® #20115127

Unobstructed golf course & Mountain views. 
3600 sq ft of finished living space with 5  
bedrooms, 4½ baths.
$879,000 MLS® #20115066

4 bedroom, 3½ bath home in Historic Snowbridge, 
backing onto 16th hole at Monterra Golf Course. 
Wood burning fireplace, finished lower level.
$879,000 MLS® #20114141

www.douggillis.ca doug@douggillis.ca(January 1st - May 31st, 2011)

TOP 1%
of all RE/MAX

agents in Canada

Unobstructed view of Mountain & golf course.  
Custom built 6100 sq ft post & beam chalet 
with 5 bedrooms & 5 baths.
$1,295,000 MLS® #20112058

Contemporary custom built 3050 sq ft home/
chalet with 5 bedrooms & 3½ baths. 2nd level 
deck with unobstructed views of ski hills.
$1,295,000 MLS® #20114727

Custom chalet across from O Hill. 5200 sq ft,  
6 bedrooms & 3½ bathrooms. Main floor 
master, finished lower level.
$1,449,000 MLS® #20111289

Gillis FH11.indd   1 11-10-19   10:52 AM



Surround YourSelf in nature’S  
Perfect color with c2 Paint

there’s a natural attraction to c2 color. in nature, even the simplest green leaf embodies a magical  

fusion of color and light. that same magic can be seen in every c2 color: each one is meticulously 

 handcrafted to contain its own shimmering spectrum. drawn from a unique range of 16 european pigments, 

c2 colors radiate with a vibrancy and luminosity that artfully reflects nature’s transcendent beauty. 

c2... beyond the ordinary

Luxurious Handcrafted Color 
AvAilAble in interior And exterior formulAtions

c2pAint.com

173 wickenden Street | Providence,  ri 02903  | hourS : M-f 7: 30am – 6pm | Sat 8am – 5pm
Phone: 401 421-5157 | fax 401 454-4572  | info@adlersri .com | www.adlersri .com

C2 Paint is exclusively available at:

ROBINSONS’S PAINT & WALLPAPER   •  129 HURONTARIO ST, COLLINGWOOD, ON  •  (705) 445-0601

ROBINSONS_SUMM11.indd   1 11-07-14   9:47 AM

Michael Kearns
Sales Person
705.888.2888

1 Bruce St. N
Thornbury, N0H 2PO
Office: 519.599.3300

Independently Owned and Operated

Doug Beaumont
Broker
705.606.1046

Not intended to solicit any property currently listed for sale. 

The trademarks MLS®, Multiple Listing Service®, REALTOR®, REALTORS® and the REALTOR® and the associated logos are owned/controlled by The 

Canadian Real Estate Association (CREA) and identify the quality of services provided by real estate professionals who are members of CREA. Used under license. 

YOUR HOME SOLD. THE MODERN WAY.
www.beaumontkearns.com

Power of the CENTURY 21® System online & offline

Custom Website for just your home with a unique web address

Social media exposure including Facebook, Twitter and our various blogging sites

Internet listing syndication to numerous real estate websites

Google advertising campaign specific to your home for sale

Professional photography 40+ high resolution images, virtual tour & feature sheet

HOW WE GET HOMES SOLD

Feature SheetsPhotographySocial MediaWebsite

Real Estate Marketing
For Today and Tomorrow
Getting your home sold in today’s market requires visibility 
beyond the MLS® System.  With 90% of home buyers utilizing 
the internet as their primary search tool, the internet marketing 
competency of your representative is essential.

Doug & Michael's cutting edge marketing approach utilizes the 
latest technology & embraces this ever changing, web enabled 
marketplace of buyers. 

Two tech savvy REALTORS® dedicated to service & Two tech savvy REALTORS® dedicated to service & 
professionalism, working for you.



CCREATIVITY IS ALIVE AND WELL throughout this edition of OUR 
HOMES. Beautiful spaces always begin with brilliant ideas. Add some 
passion, know-how and teamwork and that idea becomes an incredible reality.

The two homes we unveil in this issue, designed and built by super 
talented local builders, take the creative process to a new level.

Thornbury’s Bay House is the creation of Black Tusk’s Bill Brown. 
This home is not too big, not too small, but just right. Every square foot 
counts and it’s built on a smaller footprint using innovative materials and 
stunning finishes. The design makes the property easier and less expensive 
to maintain, making it even better for the environment. Meet the Bennetts, 
builder Bill and his talented wife Barb on page 94.

The first time I met Frank Wyssen, I was blown away by his energy 
and passion for everything he does. He’s up at dawn everyday, feeding 
the animals on his farm before putting in a full day’s work on his latest 
project. The home we feature started as a barn, was dismantled piece by 
piece and put back together at a new site. The transformation is incredible 
and Frank’s attention to detail is legendary in these parts. See the house 
that Frank built on page 40.

I’ve always believed that when it comes to style, you either have it or 
you don’t. Renée Desrochers, owner of Pamper and Soothe in Thornbury, 
has it in spades. Renée’s charming apartment decorated for the holidays 
appears on page 80.

So are you ready for the festive season ahead? Silly question, I know. It’s 
early and OUR HOMES wants to help make your holiday parties and family 
get-togethers fun and relaxing. Help is on the way beginning on page 60.

Every issue of OUR HOMES brings tasty recipes, original decorating 
ideas and new ways to transform your home. I know you will enjoy this 
issue as much as we enjoyed putting it together.

As 2011 ends and a new year begins, I want to thank all of our loyal 
readers for supporting our magazine. The talented, dedicated OUR 
HOMES team works extremely hard to create a superior publication that 
celebrates all things home in Southern Georgian Bay. 

Wishing you peace, joy and happiness this holiday season.

Sincerely,

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us at twitter.com/OurHomesMag
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PRESIDENT/PUBLISHER  DAVID LOOPSTRA
david@ourhomesmagazine.com

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  GEORGETTE MCCULLOCH
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

ASSOCIATE EDITOR  SHELBY HILSON
shelby@ourhomesmagazine.com
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tara@ourhomesmagazine.com
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simone@ourhomesmagazine.com

SUZANNE STRONG  519.538.4528 
suzanne@ourhomesmagazine.com

Grey County West & Bruce County
BETTY ANN FAWCETT  519.986.2599

bettyann@ourhomesmagazine.com
OUR HOMES™ is a registered trademark of 

OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC.

OUR HOMES™ is published four times a year (January, April, July and October) by  
OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC. For subscription inquiries please call 705.445.5065

OUR HOMES is distributed via Canada Post to the majority of homes in southern Georgian Bay and via  
addressed mail to the GTA addresses of everyone who owns recreational property in southern Georgian Bay,  

yet lives primarily in the GTA. OUR HOMES is also available for free pickup throughout Collingwood,  
Blue Mountain, Wasaga Beach, Clearview Township, Thornbury and Meaford. OUR HOMES is also  

distributed at Sobey’s, throughout Intrawest Village at Blue Mountain and at the area’s private ski & golf clubs. 
Canada Post agreement mumber: 41692020

Advertisements and the content, including photos, of advertisements published within OUR HOMES magazine  
are supplied solely by the advertiser and neither the publisher nor OUR HOMES Media Group Inc accept  

responsibility for opinions expressed in advertisements or for copyright issues with regards to photos, advertising  
copy and advertisements, nor shall they be held liable thereby. By act of reading this publication, all advertisers  

and readers agree to indemnify and hold harmless both OUR HOMES Media Group Inc., and the publisher thereby.  
Copyright ©2011 OUR HOMES MEDIA GROUP INC. All rights reserved. Reproduction without permission is prohibited. 

Please send all letters and/or feedback to  
OUR HOMES Magazine, 279 Ste. Marie St., Collingwood, Ontario, Canada L9Y 3K6. 

 Or email us at editor@ourhomesmagazine.com.  
All letters received are subject to editing for grammar and length. 

Please return all undeliverable Canadian addresses to 279 Ste. Marie St., Collingwood, Ontario, Canada L9Y 3K6.

For franchise inquiries please visit
w w w. o u r h o m e s m a g a z i n e . c o m

Or call: Suzanne Strong at 519.538.4528
e-mail to franchise@ourhomesmagazine.com

HOME ZONE
B E D ,  B A T H  &  M O R E

LADIES DESIGNER FASHIONS & THE HOME ZONE
THE CRANBERRY MEWS,  HWY 26 W 

705-445-5346  homezonebedandbath.com

bramwellsharp.com
b r a m w e l l  s h a r p  d e s i g n

49 Hurontario Street, Collingwood


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bramwell sharp ad:Layout 1  16/10/11  10:41 PM  Page 1
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Converted  
Contemporary Barn 
Story, page 40.
Photography by  
Sandy MacKay.
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Visit Chantico Fireplace Gallery – the first choice of homeowners and custom builders

How much space must be heated? How often will the wood stove be used? How much can I afford 
to spend? Will very young children be present when the stove is in operation -- a possible safety 

hazard? Are there any other significant 
problems to consider, such as the ability of 
other family members to operate the stove 
when needed? What safety equipment do 
you need – how much does that cost? Will a 
wood stove be economical when compared 
to other types of heating systems?

The size of the area to be heated will 
determine the size of the wood stove you 
purchase. Remember that a stove that is too 
small will not heat the area adequately. One 
that is too large may release too much heat, 
causing you to reduce the air supply into the 
stove -- a practice that reduces the stove’s 
efficiency, wastes fuel dollars, and can cause 
safety and air pollution problems.

With many types of wood stoves and hundreds 
of models to choose from, the buying process 
can be frustrating. One way to simplify the 
process is to rely on the help of a knowledgeable 
and reliable wood stove dealer.

Does the dealer carry lines from several different manufacturers, so I can compare the features?  
How realistic are any claims made by a dealer about a particular product? Can the dealer help 
me choose the right size stove and help me place it in the optimum location in my house? Can the 
dealer deliver and install the product? Can the dealer repair each model sold? Are replaceable 
parts, service manuals and warranties available?

209784 Hwy. 26 ı Craigleith Ontario L9Y 4T9    Tel ı 705 ı 445 ı 9688

Email ı chanticofireplaces@rogers.com    Website ı www.chanticofireplaces.com

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

How to buy the right wood stove

Keep these questions in mind when you choose both a dealer 
and a stove manufacturer:

When you begin shopping for a wood stove, consider first what 
you need it to accomplish. Keep these questions in mind:

Chantico FH11.indd   1 11-10-28   4:07 PM

Installing replacement windows in the winter? Certainly! 
The average time your home is open to the elements is 
less than 10 minutes so installing new windows is a breeze.

Winter Installations

Ostaco Enersense 
Triple Pane Window

OFF45%
when booked for installation before December 31, 2011

Fly home for 
the holidays 
this season.

October-2011-100611.indd   1 07/10/11   2:57 PM



QUICK TIP: An easy way to add softness to your mudroom (and necessary 
storage) is by using baskets. When selecting your baskets, make sure they 
are just deep enough to fold a scarf or store a bulky pair of gloves. Things get 
lost at the bottom of deeper baskets and become disorganized too quickly. 

MUDROOM makeover
As much as I would appreciate my home always looking as though it’s 

in the middle of a photo shoot, it is simply impossible. We have boots, 
mittens, scarves, strollers, keys, mail, grocery bags, backpacks, spare 
change and all things made to produce clutter. Unless we dedicate a space 
for each item, it seems to all end up at the bottom of a basket, on the floor 
and just plain lost. The mudroom, however, is my saving grace. 

Some would argue that a mudroom is the busiest room in the house. 
They endure the ebb and flow of a household on a daily basis. Let’s face it, 
it’s constant abuse! If you’re going to invest in an addition for your home, 
make sure you spend time planning. It will make that extra space go from 
functional to fabulous.

DESIGNING YOUR MUDROOM
A well-designed mudroom is a well-planned mudroom. Look in closets 

and the garage and itemize what you will keep in your mudroom. Take into 
account the height of boots and number of shoes, the length of jackets, 
the size of purses and helmets. Instead of promising to take that trip to 
Goodwill, plan for what you’ve got.

Consider the following:
•	 Seating – to put on and take off shoes
•	 Hooks – a lower level is handy for children 
•	 Counter – for mail and car keys
•	 Broom closet – for regular sweeping 
•	 Coat closet – for longer items 
•	 Baskets, cubbies or drawers – for mittens, scarves, etc.
•	 Pet station – for leashes, food and bags
•	 Grocery bin storage – for easy access on the way out

BUILDING YOUR MUDROOM 
Material selection is critical. Ensure that surfaces are hard-wearing to 

prevent scratches or water damage. Leave enough room in your budget 
for quality materials that will withstand the test of time and keep your 
room looking unsullied. 

Consider the following:
•	 Radiant heat – this will dry the floor and your wet shoes
•	 Drawers with soft closers – to prevent slamming 
•	 Central vac – install in the baseboard so you can sweep directly into it
•	 Good lighting – brighter is better
•	 Slatted shelves – for airflow so wet items can dry easily 
•	 Stone or slate floors – thinner tiles could crack 
•	 Wood cabinetry – a painted finish will eventually scratch or chip 

(but can be repainted)
•	 Electrical outlets – for charging phones 

As utilitarian as this space may be, don’t forget to make it chic. Just 
because it’s where you keep your shoes doesn’t mean it needs to look like 
a boring old closet. Have fun with it!  OH

We have decided to build an addition onto our 
home in order to accommodate a mudroom and 
more storage space. Do you have any tips or hints 
to help us make our new room work for our family? 
We have no idea where to even begin. – Carol

Designer Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

a d v i c e

Farrow AV Design Inc.
Maple Leaf Heritage Building
87A Hurontario Street, 
Collingwood, ON  L9Y 2L9

Phone 705-444-2364  Toll-free 877-301-1228 
Email info@farrowav.com  Web www.farrowav.com

Farrow AV is located in Collingwood, Ontario and services the 
Georgian Bay area, Muskokas and GTA. Contact us for a  free 

consultation and get ready to make the most out of your   
audio/video experience.

Get the free mobile app at
http:/ /gettag.mobi

FARROW AUDIO VIDEO

Awarded Collingwood Chamber  
of Commerce ‘Best Customer Service’ 2011
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since 1980

CUSTOM BUILT HOMES x RENOVATIONS

EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
SUPERIOR RESULTS...EVERY TIME

VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION
PAUL ROGERS x 519.599.3694 x progers@valleyviewconstruction.com x www.valleyviewconstruction.com

Jøtul F 3 is the ultimate classic wood stove. 
Small enough for any home, but still powerful enough to heat most houses. 
Visit us online at www.jotul.com and find a dealer near you to see the full 
range of Jøtul gas and wood stoves and fireplaces.

Jøtul’s F3 Wood Stove in Blue Black Enamel
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T
“One man’s style must not be the rule of another’s.” 

– Jane Austen
This fall we have something for everyone and for every room in your home.

GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE
(1) Table
A unique piece, this Colibri table 
brings the beauty of nature indoors. 
It’s manufactured of manually 
processed materials and dried in the 
sun for an authentic organic appeal. 
84 High St.
Collingwood
705.444.2100
www.georgiandesigncentre.ca

POTTER AND DAUGHTER
(2) Lace Stoneware
Tie past and present together with this stunning line of 
handmade stoneware. Created using a doily and rolling 
pin, each piece is highly versatile, from bathroom 
accessories to serving dishes. 
519.538.2957
wloopstra@hotmail.com

GEORGIAN CUSTOM DÉCOR 
(3) Upholstered Sofa
This soft, comfy loveseat was not 
always so. Each custom upholstery 
piece is stripped to the frame, 
repaired to last and recovered in 
high-quality fabrics of your choice. 
What was old is new again.
194418 Grey Rd. 13
Eugenia
519.924.1907
www.georgiancustomdecor.com

1

2

3

Continued on page 30
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DOVETAIL INTERIORS
(4) Decorative Cushions
Graphic prints and patterns make these 
down-filled, Cobistyle cushions a vibrant 
and beautiful accessory for any room. 
This fashionable line comes in three sizes 
and various colours to suit your style.
21 Hurontario St. S.
Nottawa
705.445.0660
www.dovetailinteriors.ca

FOLEY’S FURNITURE 
(5) Rafferty Console 
This sophisticated piece, inspired 
by an old world compass, features a 
planked top with a stone-like finish on 
all sides. Use as a sofa table, a buffet 
or to add interest in your entranceway.
511 Hume St.
Collingwood
705.445.0661
www.foleys.ca

THORNBURY PHARMASAVE
(6) Fajita Maker And Spices
Take Tex-Mex to the next level. Grill fajita 
toppings in tasty, all natural Watkins 
spices. Serve your toppings in this cast 
iron pan with wooden tray. 
45 Arthur St.
Thornbury
519.599.2719
www.pharmasave.com

ELEPHANT THOUGHTS
(7) Endangered Species Memory Game
Teach your kids about the world’s 
endangered species and challenge their 
memories with this fun, educational game. 
Made in Ontario using 100 per cent Forest 
Stewardship Council paper and vegetable-
based inks, it’s eco-friendly in every way.
4318 County Rd. 124
Collingwood
705.444.2012
www.elephantthoughts.com

ANGELS & RASCALS
(8) Ruby Slippers
There’s no place like home for a little girl 
wearing these adorable, hand-sewn ruby 
slippers. Dress-up has never been so fun.
28 Bruce St. S.
Thornbury
519.599.1222	
www.angelsandrascals.ca

STAYNER PET CENTRE
(9) Muttluks
Give your pooch the gift of soft, 
warm paws this holiday season. 
These fleece-lined, self-tightening, 
reflective boots with leather soles 
will protect paws from salt and ice. 
Choose from seven colours and sizes 
to fit Chihuahuas to St. Bernards. 
7272 Hwy. 26
Stayner
705.428.6668
www.staynerpetcentre.com  OH
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e n t e r p r i s e s  i n c.

POLYURETHANE

1.800.929.8345

• REALISTIC • LIGHTWEIGHT • EASY TO WORK WITH • LOW MAINTENANCE • DURABLE • INEXPENSIVE

www.mtacaledon.com

•  Stunning lifeStyle COMMunity On the ShOreS Of geOrgian Bay  •  SpeCtaCular gOlf, gOrgeOuS nature 
and OutStanding aMenitieS  •  Stunning exteriOrS with Beautiful wOOd & StOne eleMentS   

•  CuStOMized gOurMet kitChenS  •  all hOMeS are energy Star® Certified

COME HOME TO ONTARIO’S ULTIMATE 4-SEASON PLAYGROUND

DESIGNER DECORATED MODEL HOME NOW OPEN! VISIT TODAY 
L O R AB AY. C O M  |  2 2 6 - 6 6 5 - 018 0  |  1. 8 7 7. 6 9 6 . 8 9 8 4SALES CENTRE HOURS: Monday - Sunday: 12 pm - 5 pm

*The f i rst  f ive purchasers of  e i ther  a Masters or  Clubhouse Col lect ion home at  Lora Bay by Reid’s  Her i tage Homes wi l l  have the Fami ly Entrance Fee of  $25,000 waived.  The f i rst  f ive purchasers of  a  Cottage Col lect ion home at  Lora Bay by Reid’s  Her i tage Homes wi l l 
receive a year of  free gol f  for  both an Indiv idual  and a Spouse.  Agreements must  be f i rm to qual i fy.  Not redeemable for  cash.  *Pr ices and speci f icat ions subject  to change.  See sales representat ives for  more detai ls .  E.  &  O.E.  Render ings are art ist ’s  concept .  Sept  2011.

THREE EXQUISITE HOME COLLECTIONS
COTTAGES FROM $342,600* • MASTERS FROM $461,500* • CLUBHOUSE FROM $497,900*

Cottage Collection Masters  CollectionClubhouse Collection

T H E  L O R A  B A Y  E X P E R I E N C E 
FOUR-SEASON LIVING!

Lora Bay

LORA 0189

LORA 0189 Our Homes FP Ad.indd

CS 3
Cr 100%

8.375” x 10.875”

n/a

.25”1
09/016/11

LORA 0189 Our Homes FP Ad FA.indd   1 9/21/11   3:23:07 PM



FOLEY’S
FINE FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

511 Hume Street,  Hwy 26, Col l ingwood
705.445.0661 • 1.800.461.9199

Visit our store  
online www.foleys.ca

cell. 416.708.2246    tel. 905.775.2248 
email: info@nearnorthlandscaping.com    www.nearnorthlandscaping.com

Hardscapes
•	 Natural	stone	–	flagstone,	patios,	walkways,	

driveway	banding,	facing,	coursing,	walls,	coping

•	 Armor	Rock	–	walls,	gardens

•	 Asphalt	paving

•	 Commercial	services	–	change	of	use,	catch	

basin	tie-ins,	storm	water	management	tie-in	to	

Municipal	system

More…
•	Near	North	provides	free	estimates	and	quotes

•	We	are	fully	insured	and	WSIB	certified

•	Near	North’s	operating	area	incorporates	the	
Golden	Horseshoe	north	to	Muskoka	Cottage	
Country,	Parry	Sound	and	North	Bay

•	Conveniently	located	at	Hwy	89	&	Hwy	400

Softscapes
•	 Garden	design	and	planting

•	 Sodding	–	residential	and	commercial

Guarantee
•	 Near	North	guarantees	all	its	workmanship	with	a	

minimum	2	year	warranty

•	 Near	North	does	not	subcontract	out	any	of	its	work,	

so “One Call Services All”

KENT 0114 Our Homes FP Ad.indd

REIDS HERITAGE
KENT 0114

InDesign 3

CR

10/06/11 n/a

.25”

1” : 1”
8.375”x 10.875”

•  Located in Meaford on the shores of Georgian Bay

•  Spectacular nature and year-round recreation

• Master-planned condominium community

•  Exceptionally designed bungalow with loft homes 
with inspired fi nishes

• Exquisite Model Home for viewing

CONSTRUCTION WELL UNDERWAY

REGISTER NOW  for future events & community updates

reidsheritagehomes.com  1-877-88- REIDS
*Prices and specifi cations subject to change. See sales representatives for more details. E. & O.E. Rendering is artist’s concept. Oct, 2011.

Sales Centre & Model Home
Mon. – Wed. 12-5 pm
Sat. & Sun. 12-5 pm

1 Russett Dr., Meaford
(off Centre St.)
519.538.5815

MEAFORD
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VISIT TODAYBungalow with 
Loft Townhomes

from
 $220’S*

the

WE’RE BUILDING YOUR 
DREAM HOME IN MEAFORD

KENT 0114 Our Homes FP Ad_final.indd   1 10/11/11   10:10:13 AM



CHomeowners may feel a sense of panic when empathizing with 
families in these unfortunate locales, but what level of insurance is 
reasonable when dealing with the kinds of weather-related emergencies 
that we experience in Ontario? Typhoons and hurricanes don’t affect us, 
but landslides, floods, blizzards or tornados can and do happen regularly.

How much home insurance is enough?
“You need enough insurance to rebuild from the ground up, including 

debris removal,” says Kevin Hodgins, secretary-treasurer, Southwestern 
Ontario Chapter, Insurance Institute of Ontario. This could 
be more than the price of your home because of the 
economies of scale: contractors get good deals on 
labour and material when building many homes at 
the same time, but rebuilding one home can cost 
much more.

Or it could cost less, according to Brian 
Maltman, executive director at General 
Insurance OmbudService. “You get 
overheated markets like Toronto, 
where homes in some parts of the city 
are selling for many times (more than) 
what it would take to rebuild them.”

How much is too much?
No one wants to be “insurance 

poor,” but being seriously over-
insured is almost guaranteed not to 
happen, according to Maltman, because 
of the way insurance companies calculate the 
replacement value of your house.

What kinds of insurance do I need?
A package or comprehensive policy ensures that the building itself is 

insured, as well as the contents and the mortgage are all covered. Other 
types of coverage are also part of a comprehensive policy, like riders on 
special items or items of greater value. This type of policy also usually 
includes liability insurance. 

Contents insurance is limited, according to Maltman, so it’s a good 
idea to have expensive jewelry appraised (or other items that fall outside 
the normal range of value for your type of house) and covered with a rider.

“Be aware that there are limitations on things like jewelry, furs, 
computer software, collector items – and sometimes even bicycles 
and silverware. Go over the limitations with your agent or broker,”  
urges Hodgins.

Mortgage insurance ensures that the lender is covered in the case 
of injury or death of one or more of the owners. It can also ensure that 
the house is paid off through insurance, so as not to be a burden to the 
surviving spouse.

One million dollars is the usual amount for liability within most 
comprehensive policies. This protects the homeowner in case someone is 
injured on their property. Some policies include $2 million liability coverage.

What’s not covered?
“Floods,” says Maltman. “Because they are predictable (in 

some areas) and because they usually involve many houses.”
He says, however, a flood due to a sewer back-up 

is usually covered by comprehensive policies.
What about deductibles?
A higher deductible means a lower premium 

and vice versa. This is because most claims are 
on the lower end, says Maltman. “Ask yourself, 

‘Could I afford to pay that first $1,000 (if that’s your 
deductible amount)?’ That’s the first question,” he adds. If 
the answer is no, a $1,000 payout would be tough, go with a 
lower deductible and higher premium.

What questions should I ask?
When buying a new home: “Question the seller about 

any water-related losses. If they have occurred, ask what 
steps were taken to ensure it wouldn’t happen again,” 
says Hodgins.

When renewing insurance annually: “Ask yourself if 
there’s anything you should talk over with your broker 
or agent,” cautions Maltman. Have you done extensive 

renovations that would affect the replacement cost of your 
home; have you purchased expensive art or jewelry; has 

anything changed in your home in the past year? 
What should I be aware of?
There are discounts allowed if you have fire or burglary 

protection systems, being mortgage free and often for 
insuring your house and car with the same insurer, according to Hodgins.

Bottom line
“There are discounts for being and remaining claims free, so consider 

your insurance as protecting against disasters rather than a home 
maintenance policy,” says Hodgins. OH

For more information: www.giocanada.org, www.insuranceinstitute.ca 

ENSURING YOUR
INSURANCE

BY  J I L L  E LL I S  //  I L LUSTRAT ION  BY  SHE I LA  BR I TTON

Catastrophes across the world have put the insurance industry under a spotlight over 
the past few years, with typhoons in Thailand, hurricanes along the U.S. Gulf Coast 
and earthquakes in Chile, just to name a few.  

i d e a s

FOR FUTURE EVENTS AND COMMUNITY UPDATES VISIT

SherwoodHomesLtd.com
A DIVISION OF REID’S HERITAGE HOMES

A DIVISION OF REID’S HERITAGE HOMES

LIVE IN COLLINGWOOD’S
FAVOURITE FAMILY 

COMMUNITY!

Visit the Model Home 
on Sherwood St., near 
Alyssa Dr. & 6th St.

705.444.8344

A
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SHERWOOD ST.

MON. - THURS. 1- 6 PM  FRI. - SUN. 12-5 PM

FROM
 $250’s*

THE

GORGEOUS FORESTED
COMMUNITY AT THE 
FOOT OF THE HILLS!

Visit the NEW Model Home
Off Hwy. 26 just beyond
Cranberry Trail W.

705.446.2685
MON. - WED. 1- 6 PM  FRI. - SUN. 12-5 PM

ATTACHED 
BUNGALOWS 

FROM
 $400’s*

TWO-STOREY 
TOWNS 

FROM
 $250’s*

p r e s e r v e

p r e s e r v e

p r e s e r v e

p r e s e r v e

THE THE

ENERGY STAR® is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada. Used with permission.
*Prices and specifi cations subject to change. See sales representatives for more details. E. & O.E. Rendering is artist’s concept. Oct 2011.

Fall in Love with Collingwood Living

2 Beautiful Master-Planned Communities to Choose from

REIH 0216 Our Homes.indd

REIDS HERITAGE

REIH 0216 Our Homes

InDesign 3

ME

1

10/06/11 n/a

.25”

1” : 1”
8.375”x 10.875”

SINGLE DETACHED BUNGALOWS, 
BUNGALOWS WITH LOFT AND TWO-STOREY 

DESIGNS ON 36’, 40’ & 50’ LOTS

REIH 0216 Our Homes_final.indd   1 10/13/11   2:46:30 PM
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Glass is used for ever ything from 
c o m m o n  h o u s e h o l d  i t e m s  – 

glasses, bowls and bottles – to 
significant architectural 

components, allowing 
t h e  m a n i p u l a t i o n 
o f  l i g h t  a n d  t h e 
e n j o y m e n t  o f  i t s 
historical contribution 
as an art form. Not 

surprisingly, this very 
environmentally friendly 

and adaptable substance 
is  an even more popular 

building material choice today 
as a result of huge technological advances that offer seemingly endless 
design options. 

In recent years glass has taken on a new architectural role, moving 
from its usual use in windows and doors to becoming an integral part 
of the structural design itself. Glass walls, floors, stairs and roofs are 
reshaping the nature of our living spaces. More and more designers 
are taking advantage of innovations in strength and durability to 
incorporate the light and sound-controlling properties of glass with  
creative flexibility.

Bend it… shape it… melt it… paint it… laminate it… or etch it. Only your 
imagination will limit how you can incorporate glass into your home 
decorating projects. However, each application requires professional 
know how. Glass production is a complicated business. It can evolve from 
the original production of sheet goods through additional manipulation 
with either heat, colour or surface etching.

Among the most exciting developments is the inclusion of 
additional materials within the interlayer of laminated glass, including 

fabrics, coloured films, wood veneers, LED lights, stone veneers and 
papers and dichroic films. The results are definitely delivering the 
WOW factor at affordable prices with the added benefit of relatively  
seamless installations.

Sheet glass is particularly well suited for backsplashes, countertops 
and shower walls, offering clean, grout-free and maintenance-free, 
non-porous hygienic and stain-resistant surfaces, which can be custom 
finished to offer unique textures and colours. The reflective characteristic 
of the glass surface set over either a laminated or applied substrate can 
give a unique three-dimensional quality to the surface, particularly 
if textured. The surface can be 
reflective or matte depending on 
the finish chosen, and by further 
strengthening the glass through 
the tempering process, it is safe to 
use behind the cooktop. 

So, if you think glass might be 
the answer for your next interior 
p r o j e c t ,  r e m e m b e r  p r o d u c t 
knowledge and expert handling, 
from templating and fabrication 
t o  i n s t a l l a t i o n , 
requires specific 
skills. So be sure 
t o  c h o o s e  y o u r 
d e s i g n e r  a n d 
supplier carefully 
to  e nsure  many 
years of timeless, 
carefree “feel good” 
living with your 
touch of glass!  OH

TOUCH OFglass
BY  IRENE  TURNBULL

SSince man first witnessed the vitrification 
of quartz when lightning struck sand 
some 5,500 years ago, we have embraced 
the use of glass in our homes and buildings.

i d e a s ADVERTISEMENT
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NATURAL GIFT
B Y  J U D E  WAY L A N D  / /  P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  S A N D Y  M A C K AY  / /  S T Y L E D  B Y  J E N  G I L B E R T

Frank Wyssen and his crew dismantled a 
40-by-60-foot barn and raised it piece by 

piece on a beautiful piece of land overlooking 
the Beaver Valley. The huge four-by-four foot 

airtight fireplace was built with stone from 
the barn’s original foundation.
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T
There’s  a  spectacula r  work of  a r t 
perched atop the Beaver Valley, replete 
with a tranquil man-made pond, and 
a stellar view of paradise. It’s one of 
master craftsman Frank Wyssen’s latest 
creations. And what a beauty it is. 

The story starts with a Toronto couple who dreamed of living in a converted 
old barn. Referred to a man known as “the honest builder,” they immediately 
knew Wyssen was the man for the job. There was just something about Frank.

Wyssen, owner of Creek Valley Inc., is no less than passionate about 
what he does. He’s been building for 
14 years, crediting local developers 
Bill and Jane Lewis for his start. 

Converting a barn into a home 
was a first for Frank. For a year, 
Wyssen drove all over the countryside 
looking for a suitable structure. Then, 
friends in Duncan mentioned their 
barn was falling down. 

Bingo. It was the ideal barn for 
the project. “I inspected it, and sure 
enough, this was the best barn I had 
seen in the whole year I looked for 
barns,” says Wyssen.

The geothermal heating system was built 
under the spectacular man-made backyard 

pond. TOP LEFT: A stone waterfall 
provides visual impact and tranquil sound 

in the fully landscaped exterior. TOP 
RIGHT: The home was designed to include 
three buildings – a carriage house and an 

old stone milk house (at the entrance) that 
connect to the barn structure. 

A view toward the entrance leading up to a cosy sitting 
area with a full bathroom. RIGHT: The enclosed mudroom 
just off the entrance has ample storage for gear. BOTTOM 
LEFT: The stone wall in the powder room near the entrance 
has a custom floating vanity and a stainless steel vessel 
sink. BOTTOM RIGHT: Saved from the original barn, are 
bridle hooks built into the side of the fireplace. 

Continued on page 45
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The foundation was crumbling, but the 100-year-old structure was 
beautifully preserved. All the posts, timber, purlins and braces were intact. 

“Nothing was missing,” says Frank. “Nobody had ever cut into it or 
changed anything.” So he and his crew of five full-time Mennonite workers 
from Mount Forest (Orlin, Ray, Alvin, Mark, and Elmer) and Roy Genoe 
disassembled and moved the barn to its present location.

“We brought on a few extra Mennonites for the tear-down,” explains 
Wyssen, “and to erect the barn on this site. Once it was stripped, we took 
it down in one day, and after we reassembled it on the ground, we had the 
entire structure up in a day.”

A daunting undertaking to say the least, but from the look in his eyes, it’s 
clear that Wyssen is a man who embraces challenge. Like pouring concrete 
30 feet in the air, building a unique sub-floor, crafting a handmade shower 

drain, or creating a three-inch space between the concrete and the timber 
frame to house the electrical, plumbing and drains. 

For Frank, reassembling and designing the layout of the new structure 
was like fitting pieces of Lego together. “Everything’s about the sequence 
of events,“ he states, “and about what has to go first, second, and third.” 
His vision was to make the home resemble three buildings: a carriage 
house and an old stone milk house that connect to the barn structure.

The original footprint of the barn was 60-by-40 feet, or 2,400 sq. ft. on three 
floors. Add a breezeway and garage, and the result is a bright and airy 10,000 sq. 
ft. living space that highlights the splendour of the original framework. “The 
only thing we added was the black stair railing,” states Wyssen, “but everything 
else, the way the floor is built on top of the frame, and the way it’s all connected, 
you would think that’s exactly how I found the barn.”

TOP: In the kitchen, horizontal elements bring the open space to life. The 
white marble waterfall countertop adds a contemporary feel to the rustic 

barn. Storage is found below in the island and lower cabinets along the 
back wall. RIGHT & ABOVE: The interior of the barn is a true architectural 

marvel brought to life by a master craftsman. All art, white leather sofa, 
lamp, sculptures, books and accessories are courtesy of Terase Art & Home. 
Cowhide rugs, saddle and harness courtesy of Evolution For Men, Thornbury. 

Continued on page 46
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An ICF structure encases the timber frame, including the walls around 
the perimeter of the building, and the upper gable ends and dormers. Steel 
brackets secure the posts and rafters into the concrete, mechanically 
connecting the concrete structure to the timber frame. 

Every aspect of this lofty undertaking was cleverly conceived: from the 
geothermal buried in the pond, to the waterfall (sketched by Wyssen on 
a napkin) that recycles pond water, to the contemporary L-shaped, 6,000 
lb. floating staircase, (a Wyssen design), that ingeniously complements 
the framework.

This particular timber structure is what is known as a four-bent 
barn. (A bent is the unit of barn timbers running from front to back). 
Says Wyssen, “the most incredible bent is the one with the 40-foot 
swing beam. For nine days, we chiselled, drilled and fitted to create this 
one-of-a-kind bent.”

LEFT: Frank designed and worked with a 
team to build the contemporary L-shaped 
floating staircase and steel railings. His 
staircases are his signature. The flooring 
is made of pine with a pickled finish. 
BELOW: The second floor appears to float 
above the main level. There is no subfloor. 
Instead, Frank used three swing beams, 
plus timber, plywood and concrete to 
create a unique sandwich of layers.

Continued on page 48
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Normally, when a barn is being converted, it has some type of subfloor. 
This barn had no second floor. To create the second floor, Frank used 
three swing beams, plus the timber he sourced from different suppliers. 
He resourcefully constructed a solid, four-inch “sandwich” of layers, 
including the ceiling, plywood, an inch and a half of concrete, another 
layer of plywood, and then the finished floor. It’s totally unique.

Wyssen designed a wide-open living area to showcase the beauty of 
the original timber frame. Four awe-inspiring 60-foot beams that run from 
end-to-end are fully exposed. “They’re only lost for a brief moment when 
they travel through the wall and exit on the other side,“ says Wyssen. 
“Nowhere did I bury anything in this barn.”

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE

Helen Thomson, HBA, ARIDO, of HT Designs (Completed 

the design and space planning for the kitchen and bathrooms, 

designed all millwork, and selected flooring throughout the 

home.); Rob Perry, Riverside Custom Cabinets (Kitchen and 

bath vanities and foyer built-in); Kevin Elwood of Clearview 

Nursery, Rob Gray of Belmont Landscaping & Design and 

Frank Wyssen (landscaping and design); Wyssen’s nephew 

Scott Gilchrist, Jamie Ballard and Ed Seymour (all stonework); 

John Ferris (pond); Cook’s Geothermal; Bumstead Brothers 

Plumbing & Heating; Wyeville Plumbing and Heating; 

Cedarport Window & Door Centre; Gary Lawrence of 

Gary G. Lawrence Enterprises (living room feature glass 

window, mirrors, glass showers); Mennonite craftsman 

Ervin Martin (custom wooden stair treads); Grey Northern 

Powerline; Antique Doors, Trim & Flooring; Thornbury 

Steel Fabricators; Blue Mountain Welding & Machine Shop  

(staircase steelwork); City Stone; Steve Prosser, Paintworks; 

Star Dust Cleaning Services; Thornbury Home Hardware 

Building Centre; Dan Barill of Barill Engineering; Huronia 

Alarms; Melvin Martin of Desboro Doors (interior doors);  

Lester Martin of L-M Woodcrafts (built-ins and dining table); 

Bill Brown Woodworking & Supplies.

BELOW AND RIGHT: The master en suite upstairs has a vessel tub, 
a separate shower and a toilet room, enclosed in frosted glass. Helen 

Thomson of HT Designs planned and designed all bathrooms and 
millwork. BOTTOM RIGHT: The master bedroom is furnished with a 

contemporary flair with accessories from Terase Art & Home.

Continued on page 50

Emma Baker, Sales Representative 

705.444.3989

Christine Smith, Broker

705.888.0201

Sherry Rioux, Broker, SRES

705.443.2793

HomesAtBlueMountain.comSellingCollingwood.com 41 Hurontario Street, Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 2L7
705.445.7085
ExecuTeam Advantage

ExecuTeamAdvantage.com

BLUE SHORES ON POND 
3 bdrm., 2.5 bath, 1665 sq. ft. 

Hardwood, gas f/p and many upgrades 
$448,737 

GEORGIAN PEAKS SKIERS
4+2 bdrm., 4.5 bath, 4535 sq. ft. fin.

Spacious, open concept chalet w/views.
$649,000

CUSTOM HOME ON 2.5 ACRES 
3+2 bdrm., 3 bath, 4249 sq. ft. total 

Pool, workshop & potential in law suite 
$592,000 

STARTER HOME OR SKI CHALET 
3 bdrm., 1 bath, 1733 sq. ft. total 

Hardwood, open plan layout & stunning lot 
$264,529 

WEEKEND RETREAT 
4 bdrm., 2 bath, 2341 sq. ft. 

95 acres, 2 barns, pool, tennis & more! 
$699,333 

ADMIRALS GATE WATERFRONT
3 bdrm., 3 bath, 2050 sq. ft.

Upscale exec. suite w/garage.
$509,000

LIGHTHOUSE WATERFRONT
3 bdrm., 2 bath, 1338 sq. ft.

Ground floor, garage & lots of storage.
$600,000

THE PEAKS & GEORGIAN BAY CLUB
4 bdrm., 3.5 bath, 3690 sq. ft. fin.

Views, designer finishes & walkout.
$1,195,000

CUSTOM VICEROY POST & BEAM
3+2 bdrm., 4.5 bath, 3300 sq. ft. fin.

Loft bungalow w/gorgeous basement.
$815,000

LIGHTHOUSE GARDEN HOME
3 bdrm., 2 bath, 1326 sq. ft.

Near pool & tennis w/garage.
$289,000

SKI OSLER OR BLUE?
4 bdrm., 3.5 bath, 4558 sq. ft. fin.

Pool, views, triple garage. Must see.
$899,000

WATERFRONT W/AMENITIES
3 bdrm., 2.5 bath, 1406 sq. ft.
Upper 2 storey suite w/garage.

$384,500

MILLION $ VIEWS
3+2 bdrm., 3 bath, 4115 sq. ft. fin.

Bungalow walkout, views to die for!
$799,000

CUSTOM CRAFTSMAN HOME
5+2 bdrm., 6/2 bath, 8457 sq. ft. fin.

Stunning finishing & views
$2,449,000

TRULY STUNNING!
3 bdrm., 2.5 bath, 2020 sq. ft .

Backing onto trails, upgrades galore!
$449,823

   we are

ALL
EARS
listening to your every need!

CLAIR_EXEC_OHFH11.indd   1 11-10-26   9:56 AM
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BTM BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM TRIM, DOORS & STAIRS SINCE 1985 | SUPPLY & INSTALL

BTM
A s  w e  m o v e  b a c k  i n d o o r s ,  n o w  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  t i m e  t o  s p r u c e  u p  y o u r  s p a c e . 
N e e d  a n  u p d a t e  o n  y o u r  t r i m  &  d o o r s ?  O r  m a y b e  y o u r  s t a i r s  a n d  r a i l i n g s  a r e 
a  l i t t l e  o u t d a t e d ?  O u r  c o n v e n i e n t  h o u r s  a n d  t e a m  o f  e x p e r t s  m a k e  i t  e a s i e r 
t h a n  e v e r  t o  a s s i s t  y o u  i n  y o u r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t r i m / d o o r s / s t a i r s / r a i l i n g s .

Mon to Fr i  7-5pm  n  Sat  9-3pm

1.800.265.3465  n  705.739.2200

52 Saunders Rd, Barr ie

www.barr ietr im.com
  Commerce Park Dr

400

BTM

Ba
rrie

 Vi
ew

Saunders Rd

Bayview Dr

Saunders Rd

Bryne Dr

Mapleview Dr

BarrieTrim F11.indd   1 11-10-21   9:26 AM

A massive four-by-four foot airtight, two-sided woodburning fireplace, 
constructed from the original barn foundation, is the heart of the home. 
Soaring 33 feet to the rafters, Frank built a hot air chamber inside this 
100-ton solid stone mass to radiate heat for hours, even tapering its sides 
to resemble a wine bottle.

Wyssen salvaged enough original barn board for the ceilings, and 
tastefully whitewashed antique pine floorboards of varying sizes to mimic 
the aged barn board. A combination of rope and up lighting dramatically 
illuminates the wooden beams.

It’s evident that Wyssen cares about the people he works for, and about 
the work he does. And he has a “riot” doing it. Frank says there’s no way he 
can do what he does without the support of his wife Angi and his children 
Isaac, Rachel and Sarah. Every job has been a referral from satisfied clients. 
And each was secured with a handshake, not a contract. His clients soon 
become his friends. “I always wish it was Monday morning, 8 o’clock,” he 
says. That’s how much Frank Wyssen loves his craft.  OH

Q & A 
WITH THE HOMEOWNERS…

Where did you come up with the idea to 

convert a barn into a home? Why a barn?

We were starting from scratch and wanted 

to try to blend rustic and contemporary in a 

way that would fit with the spectacular setting 

and be practical for us as a second home for 

our young family. While a barn conversion isn’t 

a novel concept, we thought it might fit our 

needs. We brought it up with Frank and within 

five minutes we were standing in his barn and he 

was showing us his vision for how it could work.

How did you find Frank?

We have friends who have had a family home 

in the area for many years. Frank had built one 

of their family member’s homes and they said 

we had to talk to him as they had never met 

anyone like him. We went on the “Frank tour,” 

saw the amazing houses he built and met the 

people he’s worked with. The final step was 

meeting his family - he was interviewing us 

as much as we were interviewing him and we 

liked that.

What was it like working with Frank and his crew?

Frank has a natural gift for architecture and 

design and was incredibly enthusiastic about 

bringing this very complex project to life. 

What’s your favourite part of the home/property?

There are so many incredible details that 

it’s impossible to pick one. If forced to, it would 

be the staircase. But we’ll give you a different 

answer tomorrow.  OH

This  cosy sitting area with full 
bath is located in the “carriage 
house” above the garage.
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1256 Mosley St.
Wasaga Beach

*Kristina Tardif    705.734.5204
*Nadene Milnes  705.716.0001

*sales representative

Close to the Beach
15 Twin Pines Drive – Wasaga Beach       $675,900
Custom built home, surrounded by nature & steps to the beach. Lot offers large mature 
trees, fully landscaped & circular driveway on estate lot. Spacious foyer complimented 
with 20’ ceilings. Lrg formal dining, living rm with marble surround gas f/pl & exec. 
kitchen. No shortage of class & upgrades this home features incl: granite counters, 
alarm & intercom system, 4 french dr. entries, 2 jacuzzi tubs, gleaming hrdwd & ceramic 
flooring, lrg closets in bedrms with private walkouts & spacious master ensuite. Heat 
recovery & ro system, c/v, r/i for inground sprinklers & illuminated ext. Lighting. The l/
lev. Offers an open concept design w/great rm, lrg bathrm area for sauna & walkout w/
potential in-law suite. Room for bar & storage space. Very unique!   MLS #20114562

FOR SALE
River front with 100’ x 409’ lot43 
32Nd street, s – wasaga beach  $624,900
Your own piece of paradise. Picture yourself having your morning coffee while 
overlooking the peaceful nottawasaga river & protected land across from you? 
Detached 5 car garage, perfect for car enthusiast/mechanic/business owner. This 
3700sq.ft home is within a short walk to prime sandy beach, excellent boating on river 
& one of a kind, custom home theater w/ theatre style seating, lg movie screen & an 
incredible sound system. From 5 bedrooms & 3 bathms, sauna room, den w/ gas f/p & 
walkout, looking out over the water, a new custom kitchen w/granite counters, stainless 
appliances, breakfast bar open to the dining/ living area w/ wood stove this home is a 
must see. Gleaming hardwood on main level, all 3 bathrms totally redone. Furnace &  
a/c -6 years old, 4 year old roof.   Mls #20114686

www.wasagalife.com

Jane Moysey
Broker of Record

Steve Moysey
Sales Representative

209820 Hwy#26 W.  
Blue Mountains

705.445.7799
info@tri-wrealestate.com
www.triw-realestate.com

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

HISTORIC THORNBURY HOME
Professionally restored & enhanced, now the epitome of old world charm with all the 21st century conve-
niences & necessities! From the insulated walls, basement to attic to roof, everything is NEW to period!  4 
bdrms, 4 baths, oversized hallways, 9` ceilings, solid white oak floors, gourmet kitchen, radiant in-floor heat 
on all levels & wired for internet & cable, oversized dbl-car garage.        Asking $979,900.

  

BETWEEN COLLINGWOOD & BLUE!
Magnificent, private custom home near Spa Scandinave on 3 acres w gorgeous views of Blue Mountain & 2 
acre pond. 3 bdrms + 4th bdrm/bonus room, 3.5 baths, full bright basement, in/outdoor spa rm, 10’ ceilings, 
birch floors, open concept great rm PLUS sep dining rm, 2.5 car garage, massive landscaping inc waterfall 
pond & paved Maple lined driveway. Luxury new ensuite plans!       Asking $1,279,000.

  

CRAIGLEITH DEPOT
Fabulous 5 bdrm, 3 bath chalet near Blue Mtn, Craigleith, Alpine ski clubs + easy walk to Northwinds Beach! 
Separate fam room, sauna & outdoor hot tub + most contents negotiable!  

Priced to sell @ $499,900!  
or avail for rent ski season $14,000 + util’s.

17 years fully staffed rental division, property investment 
advice, over 510 properties SOLD!

Tri_W_vert_F11.indd   1 11-10-24   3:32 PM

Mon to Fri: 9am - 7pm • Sat: 10am - 6pm • Sun: 11am - 5pm

4473 County Road 124 S, Collingwood
705.445.6665 • 1.877.985.3667 • www.leons.ca

Not your typical Platinum Dealer

Leons_F2011.indd   1 11-10-21   12:07 PM



THE PLACE: Greentree Gardens & Emporium Inc. 

is not your ordinary garden centre. Yes, Greentree 

sells a variety of trees, plants and flowers grown 

on site at its acreage off Hwy. 26, just west of 

Collingwood. It provides much more to interest 

prospective customers. Rhonda and Doug Green’s 

rustic shop contains an eclectic mix of unique 

giftware, fur clothing accessories, jewelry and home 

décor items. Here, the sparkle of crystal chandeliers 

and the whimsy of French-inspired home decorations 

and tongue-in-cheek animal prints dazzle customers.

THE STYLE:  “I have the freedom to carry what 

I want so we rarely carry the same thing over and 

over, “ says Rhonda. “Most of our customers get it. 

They know they’re always in for a surprise.” On the 

practical side, Greentree, whose present project is 

the installation of a massive putting green at the foot 

of Blue Mountain, offers customers a garden design 

and consultation service. Rhonda emphasizes that the 

nature of the garden business demands changing with 

every season. It’s this constant change that gives her 

joy. She loves the variety it provides.

WINTER
WONDERLAND

BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Continued on page 56

TMLet us help plan your party!

Lisa On The Hill 
705.351.2228
onthehillconcierge.com

Holiday Celebrations 
With On The Hill Catering

Booking select 2012 wedding dates

OTH our homes holiday   1 10/5/11   8:06:56 PM

Toll-free 1.877.446.3066 • Tel: 705.446.3066
 info@ontheharbour.com • ontheharbour.com

Barbara McCowan, Broker of Record
bmccowan@ontheharbour.com  

Direct: 705.443.9784 

An independently owned and operated broker member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc. 
A subsidiary of The Prudential Insurance Company of America, owner of trademarks. Used under license.

For more pics & info visit: barbaramccowan.com & enter 19343C

Rock Solid in Real EstateSM

Redwing/Beaver Valley passive solar home on 25 scenic acres with western vistas 
over the valley. John Hix design fits the natural elements. Main floor features soaring 
bright sun room, flowing living and dining and kitchen areas which surround the heat 
sink hub of the home. Home office overlooks perennial gardens with soothing water 
feature. Laundry, 3rd bathroom, front foyer complete the practical space. Second sto-
rey has 4 bedrooms, 2 full bathrooms, sauna and access to useable attic. The integral 
garage is massive with 2 picture windows framing the western views. Perfect spot 
for a studio!  This is truly a unique property that deserves your attention.
               New Price, Great Value $699,000

On The Harbour
Real Estate BrokeragePrudential

Truly Cool Country Living 

LOFT Pl
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ng
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c

kristineloft@rogers.com

Kristine A. Loft
BES BAA MCIP RPP

705.446.1168Office

L a n d  U s e  P l a n n i n g 
a n d  P r o j e c t  M a n a g e m e n t
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WHAT’S HOT: “The fact that we grow our own annuals and 

perennials means that nursery stocks are always available,” 

says Rhonda. “As far as emporium items are concerned, faux fur, 

brushed metals, bird-themed décor and one-of-a-kind gnomes are 

popular.” she adds, “For people dressing their homes for winter we 

have decorative snowflakes, crystal accents and large-sized wall 

art suitable for a country home.

SEASONAL: For the winter holiday season, Greentree provides 

holiday wreaths that range from 12 to 48-inches in diameter, as 

well as fir trees to a height of 18 feet. In addition, Rhonda and Doug 

have plenty of fresh greenery that can be used to create garlands to 

enhance the holiday spirit in your home. They also have lots of ideas to 

share that will help you show off your home during the festive season. 

Every third weekend of November Greentree hosts an open house 

where people are invited to sip apple/cranberry cider and browse the 

shop and the greenhouse, where local artists will display their craft.

FAVOURITES: Customers love the array of French Lothantique 

soaps, zany animal prints and unique Christmas ornaments. In 

fact, every item offered in the shop is different from what you find 

in a big box store. Therein lies Greentree’s charm. Rhonda’s very 

own, handcrafted bird-themed pottery is a perfect example. She 

laughs, “We don’t sell garden hoses because they don’t sparkle!”

WHERE: 11555 Hwy. 26 W., Collingwood, 705.444.2146  OH

PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.
CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS

705-444-6000

LET OUR LOCAL KNOWLEDGE HELP YOU DECIDE WHAT’S BEST IN BUYING OR SELLING A PROPERTY

WWW.JOSHDOLAN.COM

pmartinek@ontheharbour.com jdolan@ontheharbour.com

Paul Martinek
SALES PERSON

DIRECT: 705-441-4860

Josh Dolan*
BROKER

*TOP 6% PRODUCER PRUDENTIAL NORTH AMERICA 2010

DIRECT: 705-446-8404
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Paul Martinek
SALES PERSON

DIRECT: 705-441-4860

Josh Dolan*
BROKER

*TOP 6% PRODUCER PRUDENTIAL NORTH AMERICA 2010

DIRECT: 705-446-8404

On The Harbour
Real Estate 
Brokerage

$669,000 Waterfront!

Peaks Bay. Vacant fully serviced waterfront 
lot on Georgian Bay directly across from 
Georgian Peaks Ski Club.

$529,000 Duntroon

Beautiful Niagara Escarpment Home situated 
on 5 acres of mature trees, spring fed pond and 
breathtaking `Group of Seven` Georgian Bay View.

$259,900 Collingwood in Town

1795 square feet of finished space in Creekside. 
Upgraded 3 bdrm, 2 and a half bath home features 
an open concept living room/dining room/kitchen.

$259,000 Meaford

4 bdrm, 3bth walking distance to downtown. 
2000sqft of living space on almost 1 
acre. Rural setting close to downtown. 

$429,000 Craigleith

4 bdrm, 2 bath Chalet with deeded beach 
access on coveted Timmons Street in 
Craigleith.

$799,000 25 acres/pond

Located across from Georgian Bay Club. Build 
your own estate in the heart of Georgian 
Triangle.

$349,000 Downtown Thornbury

Renovated 4 bdrm, 2 bath home with deck 
looking over the Beaver River.

   Ridgeview at Blue Mountain

20 spectacular lots at the base of Blue 
Mountain. Fully serviced lots in a private 
setting. Lots range from $295,000 - $439,000.

NEW PRICE

Prudential_F11.indd   1 11-10-21   10:07 AM
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ALL REAL ESTATE SERVICES LTD., BROKERAGE. 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

330 FIRST ST, COLLINGWOOD, ON

705.445.5520    1.877.445.5520

www.royallepagecollingwood.com

FIVE BEDROOM FAMILY HOME Nestled in the trees on 
a quiet street, separate entrance to the basement apart-
ment, thousands spent on upgrades. MLS®20113515 
Wispy Boivin 705-888-7212 wispy@RoyalLePage.ca

SKI CHALET CONDO Build within easy walking distance 
of waterfront access on Teskey Drive, two lots available  
230 x 152 or 100 x 180. MLS®20112940 Karen Poshtar  
705-443-0351 kposhtar@rogers.com

IN TOWN CHARMER Stunning three bedroom home, 
with above grade in-law-suite and immaculate gardens 
on treed street in Collingwood. MLS®20113972 Karen 
Poshtar 705-443-0351 kposhtar@rogers.com

$459,000$530,000$275,000

NEW CREEKSIDE HOMES “Black Ash” Floor plan, 2 bdrm 
bungalow design with extended dream country kitchen! 
MLS®20115012 Sheila Shepherd 705-441-6085  
sheilashepherd@rogers.com

SWISS MEADOWS “BEEHIVE! Unique opportunity to own an 
architectural wonder! 6 bdrm, 1,700 sq ft. MLS®20114764 
Ian Hawkins 705-446-5136 ianhawkins@royallepage.ca 
www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com

INTRAWEST VILLAGE INVESTMENT PROPERTY 2 bdrm 
fully refurbished in popular Weider Lodge. True ski-in ski-
out, w/private pool views from balcony. MLS®20115015 
Rick Wiles 705-812-1469 rwiles@RoyalLePage.ca

BASE OF BLUE MOUNTAIN! Renovated top to bottom! 4 
bedrooms, 2,600 sq ft, incredible views! MLS®20115166 
Ian Hawkins 705-446-5136 ianhawkins@royallepage.ca 
www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com

$399,000$275,000$309,000 $675,000

CRANBERRY 4 BEDROOM CONDO! 3,400 sq ft. Ideal 
for large family or 2 families to share. MLS®20114896 
Cindy Ryerse 705-446-7254 cryerse@royallepage.ca 
www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com

COMPLIMENTS GALORE Prestigious, executive 4 bdrm 
home in beautiful Blue Shores. The lifestyle you have been 
looking for. MLS®20114650 Paul Casey 705-606-2510    
paulcasey@RoyalLePage.ca

CHARMING 1800`s LOG HOME Offers all season enjoy-
ment! 3 bdrms, 2½ bath, spacious master bdrm, & access 
to nicest beach in Blue Mountain. MLS®20114458 Rick 
Crouch 705-443-1037 rickcrouch@propertycollingwood.com

BEAVER  VALLEY VIEWS Outstanding log home on 59 
acres. MLS®20114918 Rick Crouch 705-443-1037  
rickcrouch@propertycollingwood.com

$2,895,000 $439,900$1,150,000      $498,900

PRETTY RIVER VALLEY Spectacular Geor-
gian Bay views. One of the region’s finest homes. 
MLS®20113644 John Giffen 705-888-6791  
jegiffen@me.com

NEW CREEKSIDE HOMES “Inglewood” Floor plan, 3 
bdrm, 2 bath, features 9 ft. ceilings, and decorative pillars.  
Double garage & great living room. MLS®20114980 
Mardy Van Beest 705-441-4706 vanbeest@bmts.com

NEW CREEKSIDE HOMES “Hockley” Floor Plan from 
Award Winning Builder. 3 bdrm, 3 bath, $15,000  
upgrades, vaulted ceilings. MLS®20114978 Sheila 
Shepherd 705-441-6085 sheilashepherd@rogers.com

NEW CREEKSIDE HOMES “Monterey” Floor plan,  
3 bdrm, 2 storey design with extended great room,  
dinette & ensuite. MLS®20114979 Mardy Van Beest 
705-441-4706 vanbeest@bmts.com

$239,900$292,900$300,375$297,900

LIGHTHOUSE POINT GARDEN HOME Quiet and private, 
new appliances. Upgraded 2 bedroom, 3 walk/outs, 
hardwood floors, attached garage. MLS®20113071  
Rick Wiles 705-812-1469  rwiles@RoyalLePage.ca

FABULOUS ESTATE BORDERING THE BEAVER  
VALLEY just minutes from Talisman Resort. 3+1  
bedrooms. MLS®20112832 Peter Holgate 705-445-
5520 pfholgate@RoyalLePage.ca

SPACIOUS 4 BEDROOM HOME! ¾ Acre lot, fenced yard, 
mature landscaping, saltwater pool. MLS®20114120 
Cindy Ryerse 705-446-7254 cryerse@royallepage.ca 
www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com

LIGHTHOUSE POINT! 3 bedroom 2 storey townhome, 
1,278 sq ft, gas fireplace, central air. Excellent on-site 
amenities. MLS®20114915 Jim Hanna 705-441-5272 
jimhanna@rogers.com

$239,000$599,000$275,000$399,000

RUPERT’S GORGEOUS VIEW! 2 bed, 2 bath condo over-
looking Georgian Bay & Collingwood terminals. Enjoy sun-
rise AND sunset on your private terrace. MLS®20112221  
Vel Ivardi 705-445-5520 Ext 235 allreal@RoyalLePage.ca

CUSTOM HOME Over 5000 sq ft, situated on 100 acres w/
spectacular views of Beaver Valley. 5 large bedrooms, with 
4+ baths. A truly breathtaking abode! MLS®20111828 
Doug Lindsay 705-441-0850 dlindsay@RoyalLePage.ca

LORA BAY GOLF VILLA Located on the 10th fairway of 
The Raven GC. Over 1,700 sq ft w/3 bdrms & 3+ baths. 
Turn key unit ready to move in & enjoy! MLS®20114349 
Doug Lindsay 705-441-0850 dlindsay@RoyalLePage.ca

LORA BAY GOLF VILLA 3 bdrm, 3+ bath, over 2400 sq ft 
overlooking 14th green of The Raven GC, views of Beaver 
Valley & Peaks Ski Club. All amenities of Lora Bay & area. 
MLS®20111877 Doug Lindsay 705-441-0850

$465,000$1,695,000$480,000 $410,000

GREAT VALUE Views @ the base of the ski hills, Chalet 
Townhome with $50,000 upgrades. MLS®20114614  
Zig Glogowski 705-888-3080 zig@royallepage.ca

GEORGIAN PEAKS SKI CLUB! 3800 sq ft, 6 bdrm,  
3 bath Log Home. Walkthrough online. MLS®20111176 
Chris Keleher 705-888-4624 chriskeleher@me.com  
www.chriskeleher.ca

CAMERON SHORES! Cozy, 4 bdrm, 2 bath chalet with  
partial ownership of two beautiful beaches. MLS® 
20114065 Chris Keleher  705-888-4624 chriskeleher@
me.com www.chriskeleher.ca

$399,000

MINUTES FROM CREEMORE! This 50 acre retreat 
has room for family, friends, and more! The Noisy runs 
through it plus steps to the Bruce Trail! MLS®20111528  
Vicki Bell 705-446-4539 ringabell@RoyalLePage.ca

$998,000

$949,000 

SKI CHALET CONDO 4 bdrm, main floor family room, fin-
ished bsmt, mud room backing to green space. Slate floors, 
stainless appl, reclaimed hemlock floors. MLS®20115079 
Karen Poshtar 705-443-0351 kposhtar@rogers.com

AFFORDABLE COUNTRY RETREAT 2.72 acres w/26’x40’ 
outbuilding mins to Meaford & Thornbury. New metal roof,  
windows, septic, high efficiency wood stove. MLS® 
20115003 Neil Thain  416-998-5558  neil@realestatewiz.ca

WASAGA BEACH 4 bdrm, 2 bath/semi ensuite, lovely 
kitchen/slate floor, living room/dark hardwood, finished 
basement/10ft ceilings. MLS®20115220 Phyllis Dineen 
705-445-5520  dineentall@sympatico.ca

WATERFRONT WITH MOUNTAIN VIEWS 3 bed,  
2 bath, 1700 sq ft furnished. MLS®20114871  
D. Barry Manchester 705-446-8468 dbm@RoyalLePage.ca  
www.BuyCollingwoodRealEstate.com

$299,900$214,900 $379,500$229,900

C-1 COMMERCIAL ZONING Downtown core. Allows vari-
ous occupancies incl. offices. Updated heating, plumbing,  
electric, roof, windows. Cathedral ceilings upstairs. MLS® 
20115188 Neil Thain  416-998-5558  neil@realestatewiz.ca

ELEGANTLY CASUAL 3/1 bedroom home backing  
onto 17th fairway with sweeping view of the  
mountain. MLS®20115179 Maggi Olson 705-444-3342 
www.MaggiOlson.com

ROOM TO ROAM! Just under 25 acres just south of 
Singhampton. Over 3800 sq ft of finished quality living 
space plus oversized two car garage! MLS®20113752 
Vicki Bell 705-446-4539 ringabell@RoyalLePage.ca

$349,900$849,000

MEAFORD 3 bedroom, 1½ storey home, recently painted 
and new insulation on main floor. MLS®20112881  
Bob Muir 705-443-0773 bob@CollingwoodLifestyle.com

$169,900

$529,000

GEORGIAN MEADOWS 4 bedrooms, finished basement/ 
entertainment area, 3.5 baths, fenced in backyard. 
MLS®20111539 Phyllis Dineen 705-445-5520  
dineentall@sympatico.ca

REDUCED

SOLD

Helping you is what we do.

SOLD

Cindy Ryerse * Wispy Boivin * Maggi Olson * Karen Poshtar * Sheila Shepherd * Mardy Van Beest * Phyllis Dineen * Vicki Bell ** Paul Casey *

D. Barry Manchester ** 

Neil Thain * 

Peter Holgate ** 

Ian Hawkins **

Rick Wiles ** 

Rick Crouch ** 

Bob Muir * Zig Glogowski * Chris Keleher * John Giffen ** Jim Hanna * Lindsay Fawcett ** Doug Lindsay * Vel Ivardi ***

SCAN TO EMAIL FOR  
IMMEDIATE INFO ON ANY 
OF THESE PROPERTIES

Serving and Contributing to our community for over 18 years!
Come and check out our new Info and Technology Centre.

See you at the corner of First and Cedar!

* Sales Representative  **Broker  ***Broker of Record

ROYAL LEPAGE ALL REAL ESTATE SERVICES LTD., BROKERAGE
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 help FOR THE
HOLIDAYS

The holidays are coming. It’s the time of 
year to gather, celebrate and enjoy family and 

friends. OUR HOMES presents local people and 
businesses that can help make your holidays at 

home fun, festive and stress-free.

 Michele Lachance, 
Irene McGuire, Karen 
Read and Barb Seed
Blackbird Pie Company (Formerly 
Blue Mountain Gourmet)
W H AT ’S  O N  B B P C ’S  M E N U 

FO R  T H E  H O L I DAYS?  We offer a 
delicious selection of ready-to-bake, 
sweet and savoury pies for the 
holidays. Easy and delicious meals 
include chicken and turkey pot pies, 
tourtière and shepherd’s pie as well 
as our fabulous fruit pies, frozen or 
ready to serve.
W H AT  I S  YO U R  M OST  P O P U L A R 

C H R I ST M AS  P I E  A N D  W H Y? 
As a twist on our crowd pleasing 
Classic Apple Pie, we are excited 
to introduce a scrumptious and 
festive Apple Cranberry Sour Cream 
Crumble Pie especially for this 
holiday season. Continued on page 62

ALL REAL ESTATE SERVICES LTD. BROKERAGE
I N D E P ENDEN T L Y OWNED & OP E R AT ED

Mountain Homes and Condos   
...Waterfront Retreats...Resort
Properties?   You’ve Arrived!

MaggiOlson.com

705/877.445.5520 Direct 705.444.3342
SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

MaggiOlson ABR, SRES

MAGGI
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  Linda Pease
Twelve Farms Butcher Shop, Stayner
W H AT  CA N  CU STO M E R S  S P EC I A L 

O R D E R  D U R I N G  T H E  H O L I DAY  S E ASO N ? 
How about a delicious prime rib roast cut to 
order in the right size for your guests? You 
can also order ham, lamb or a beautiful crown 
pork roast for the holiday season. Wake up on 
Christmas morning to a breakfast made with 
our peameal or country-style bacon. All our 
meat is fresh and local. Call a couple of weeks 
ahead for your custom order. 
W H AT ’S  A  G R E AT  LO CA L  A LT E R N AT I V E 

TO  A  T RA D I T I O N A L  T U R K EY  D I N N E R? 
Try a delicious, local, boneless country 
smoked ham. And if you’re still stuffing a 
turkey, come in and pick up some of our fresh 
farm sausage – it will make your stuffing extra 
special on an extra special day. Continued on page 64

BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION LTD.

www.baylynconstruction.com

David Eaton, General Contractor 

david@baylynconstruction.com
t: 705-444-6209  c: 705-443-1910

CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS
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Thornbury, ON  n   519.599.2969
www.redbrickgroup.ca

Lighting Controls

Shading Solutions

Whole Home Audio/
Video & Security
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  Avril Dell
Avril Dell Pianist
H OW  CA N  M U S I C  E N H A N C E  T H E  H O L I DAYS?  Live music 
is exciting! People can sing, dance and request their favourite 
holiday tunes. I always see guests’ faces light up when they 
realize the music they hear at the front door is actually live.
W H AT ’S  O N  YO U R  H O L I DAY  P L AY L I ST ?  Christmas with 
Pavarotti, The Manhattan Transfer Christmas album and a lot 
of jazz and blues holiday tunes. Continued on page 66

INTERIOR SPACE PLANNING

BATH AND KITCHEN DESIGN

CUSTOM FURNITURE & LIGHTING

A.R. I .D.O ACCREDITED INTERIOR DESIGN

51 Hurontar io Street,  Col l ingwood,  705 444 8330

$3,395,000 Luxury home on 42 acres
overlooking Collingwood & Georgian
Bay. Mins to town.

Paige Young, Sales Representative
Cell: 705.241.2433
paigeyoung@chestnutpark.com
Ph: 705.445.5454 Fax: 705.445.5457
www.chestnutpark.com

Chestnut Park Real Estate Limited, Brokerage
393 First Street, Suite 100 Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 1B3

$899,000 Four season property on
20+ acres. Mins to Thornbury, skiing
& golf.

$799,000 Exquisite custombuilt home
on private lot. Cozy winter getaway.

$249,500 Sweet home on large
Collingwood lot.

$379,000 Highway 26 Commercial
Great exposure! Would suit health care office.

Georgian Bay Cellars

C O U R T  O F  M A S T E R  S O M M E L I E R  C E R T I F I E D

7 0 5 . 4 4 4 . 0 5 0 0
g e o r g i a n b a y c e l l a r s . c o m

D E S I G N  3  B U I L D  3  M A N A G E

Let Georgian Bay Cellars help you keep it at 13 degrees Celsius
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 Brian Mattice
Ainger Enterprises 

H OW  CA N  A I N G E R  E N T E R P R I S ES  M A K E  M Y 

H O U S E  LO O K  I TS  B EST ?  Ainger Enterprises is a year 
round residential and commercial property services 

group and all our divisions and crews are busy cleaning 
inside and out, gardens and yards, cleaning eaves 

troughs and windows and doing various repairs prior to 
the snow. We are also compiling our list and checking it 

twice for snow removal and property security checks.
W H AT  I S  YO U R  FAVO U R I T E  H O L I DAY 

T RA D I T I O N ?  Hanging out under the mistletoe.
Continued on page 68

HANOVER SHOWROOM
805 - 10th STREET

519.506.3228
Mon-Thurs   9:30am to 5:30pm

Fri   9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

WROXETER SHOWROOM
R.R.#2 - 43195 AMBERLEY RD

519.335.3228
Mon-Thurs   8:00am to 5:00pm

Fri   8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pmwww.djsfurniture.ca

WALK TO BLUE MTN Log chalet w/spectacular 
mtn. views, 4 bdrms/2 bath, wood stove, dbl 
car garage, deck, hardwood, slate, granite. 
$439,900 Visit: www.155BrookerBlvd.com 
Angiline Dubien 705-888-0021

PEACEFUL SETTING Ideal for skiers! Reno’d 
interior, 3 bdrm/2 bath backsplit. O/concept, 
lg kitchen, huge deck & more. Mins. to ski 
hills. $339,000 Visit: www.107James.com  
Rob Dubien 705-888-0092

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

Offord Realty Ltd. BROKERAGE

1 Bruce St. N., Thornbury, ON
519-599-3300

72 Hurontario St., Collingwood, ON
705-445-5640

PRIME WATERFRONT NEAR THE PEAKS 
Year round home with up to 6 bdrms just 
minutes to the Peaks and Georgian Bay 
Golf. 110’ sandy shoreline. Municipal water. 
$899,000 Martha P. Whitton 705-443-9022

CLASSIC CENTURY HOME Close to the Peaks 
or Beaver Valley ski clubs. 4 bdrms, new 
kitchen & addition 2002, large, private lot. 
Hardwood floors, attic + detached shop/barn.  
$349,900 Martha P. Whitton 705-443-9022 

NEW PRICE

Rob Dubien 
Sales Representative

705-888-0092

Angiline Dubien 
Sales Representative

705-888-0021
Martha P. Whitton 
Sales Representative

705-443-9022
mwhitton@sympatico.ca

PREMIUM XMAS TREES - 5’ - 12’
BUNCHES & ROPING • CUSTOM URN INSERTS

UNIQUE WREATHS UP TO 60” DIAMETER

519.538.3145,  ormsbygar@bmts.com
6 miles west of Thornbury - 2 miles east of Meaford

ONE-
ST

OP

XM
AS

DEC
ORAT

IN
G

The gift that keeps on giving

519.599.1003
gardenholistics.com

A gift certificate from 
Garden Holistics will bring 

pleasure all year long.

Give the anticipation of  a beautiful 
garden, a spring cleanup or a 

seasonal pot with a gift certificate 
from GARDEN HOLISTICS.

Call us for ideas for this gift giving season.

educated healthy garden choices
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 Judy Anderson
Happenings Party Rentals
W H Y  I S  H A P P E N I N GS  A 

G R E AT  P L AC E  TO  STA RT 

W H E N  P L A N N I N G  A  H O L I DAY 

PA RT Y?  Happenings Party Rentals 
has been in business for over 22 
years. We provide quality products, 
professional and friendly customer 
service. Simple or elegant, big or 
small we can help make your holiday 
event special and memorable.
W H AT  I S  YO U R  FAVO U R I T E 

H O L I DAY  M E M O RY?  Every 
holiday is special! We never get  
to spend enough time with family, 
so having the time together is 
always memorable!

p e o p l e

Continued on page 70

Custom 
Homes

Collingwood 705.444.0400
hybridbuildingsystem.com

Log

Traditional

Post & Beam

legendarylog.com

abacusfurniture

915 Oxford St. Etobicoke        416.251.7251     
abacusfurniture.com          since 1973

• abacus north - Cottage and Chalet collections
• abacus outdoor - Patio Furniture
• Rowe Furniture • Legacy Leather 
• Custom Solid Hardwood proudly made in CANADA

CLOSE OUT SALE REAL ANTLER CHANDELIERS
HURRY IN BEFORE THEY’RE SOLD OUT!

OUR HOME REAL ANTLER CLOSE OUT2.1   1 10/17/11   10:11:36 AM
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 Christine Collins
The Kitchen – Christine Collins Catering
D ESC R I B E  T H E  P E R F ECT  H O L I DAY  PA RT Y 

CAT E R E D  BY  C H R I ST I N E :  My perfect holiday party is 
definitely a cocktail dinner. Hors d’oeuvres are something 
most hosts do not tackle themselves because they take 
a lot of time to prepare and serve. I love the flexibility of 
timing and variety of cuisines you can offer.
W H AT  I S  YO U R  FAVO U R I T E  H O L I DAY  R EC I P E ?  My 
favourite holiday recipe would have to be my mother’s 
tourtière. The smell of the filling when it’s cooking brings 
me back to the warmth of Mom’s kitchen and her love of 
Christmas celebrations. Continued on page 72

Independently
owned & operated

Sales Representative

michelle Seip
705.446.4046 DIRECT

michelleseip@rogers.com

Charming Custom Home
5 Bedrooms • 4 Bathrooms • Gourmet Kitchen 

• Granite Countertops • Hardwood Floors • Steps
to Prime Sandy Beach • Offered at $649,000

Beautiful Allenwood Beach Sunsets
5 Bedroom Custom Home • Hardwood 

Floors • Granite Countertops • Fully Finished 
Lower Level with Walkout • Offered at $849,000

Stunning Beachfront Custom
5 Bedrooms • Hardwood Floors • Granite

Countertops • Fully Finished Lower Level • The
Beach at your Doorstep • Offered at $1,199,000

We’ll show 
you the perfect 
fit for your 
lifestyle.

Scan 
with your 

smartphone 
to view our 

listings

Listings direct at wasagabeachliving.com

RE/MAX of Wasaga Beach Inc., Brokerage
1900 Mosley St. - Unit 2, Wasaga Beach, ON L9Z 1A5

CALL 705.429.5500

Sales Representative

Rick Seip
705.446.4040 DIRECT

rickseip@rogers.com

PREFERRED                                   BUILDER

s c o t b u i l d
CUSTOM HOME BUILDER

WE ARE VICEROY EXPERTS
Exceptional, premium-quality craftsmanship...that’s what goes into every Viceroy home we build.  
So your Viceroy home will be the very best it can be. That’s why we are the preferred Viceroy builder.

Independently Distributed by: Home & Cottage Crafters
519.935.0990 • 1.800.572.4452 • www.cottagecrafters.ca

705.888.2759 
Scott Young n Thornbury ON n www.scot-build.ca

Visit ourModel Home during construction!Call for  appointment

More affordable than you think!

Scotbuild Horiz.indd   1 11-07-18   3:53 PM
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 Rachelle Gauvreau
The Caretakers Housekeeping Services
H OW  CA N  YO U  M A K E  L I F E  E AS I E R  FO R  P EO P L E 

AS  T H E  H O L I DAYS  A P P R OAC H ?  Let me take a 
load off your “to do list.” Cleaning your home can be 
a time consuming chore and not fun at the best of 
times. Give us a call and The Caretakers Housekeeping 
Services will come and clean your home – leaving you 
extra time to plan and enjoy your holiday season.
W H AT  A R E  YO U R  P L A N S  FO R  T H E  C H R I ST M AS 

S E ASO N ?  It’s a very busy time of the year for The 
Caretakers, so I don’t stray too far for too long. 
Surrounded by loved ones and a yummy turkey dinner 
– that’s my kind of Christmas day! I’m also looking 
forward to skiing with my granddaughter and friends. 
Bring on the snow!

p e o p l e

Continued on page 74

Friendly, Personal, Professional Attention.  
Expert Sales, Service & Custom

In-Home Installation.
 

- Guaranteed Low Prices since 1989 -

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Between Staples & A&W) 

705.445.1118     georgianaudiovideo.com

Leveraging 
today’s new 

state-of-the-art 
technologies 

and a fantastic 
shopping 

experience.

Play any song.
In any room.

Wirelessly!

WELCOME TO A RADICALLY
NEW WAY TO LISTEN TO MUSIC

THE WIRELESS WHOLE HOUSE HIFI SYSTEM

GEORGIANAUDIO_F2011.indd   1 11-11-01   4:54 PM
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 Kelly Siskind and Steven Epstein
Dags & Willow Fine Cheese and Gourmet Shop
W H Y  S H O P  AT  DAGS  &  W I L LOW  T H I S  H O L I DAY  S E ASO N ? 
Our knowledgeable staff are here to help you in choosing wonderful 
cheeses, great appetizers, impressive hostess gifts and the perfect 
items for your one-of-a-kind gift baskets.
D ESC R I B E  A  P E R F ECT  H O L I DAY  W I N E  A N D  C H E ES E 

PA I R I N G :  Grey Owl, a Quebec artisanal goat cheese with 
champagne and sour cherry preserve. Continued on page 76

Discover The Possibilities

Martin Zeng    
705 466 5734
zenglandscaping.com

Our professional crew can 
enhance your surroundings 
with custom landscaping, 
water features and custom 
stonework. View recent 
work online or call Zeng 
Landscaping today.

Let us help you to realize your landscaping vision. Independently owned and operated brokerage

Sandy Shannon, Broker

Direct: 705.445.7833 
Office: 705.444.1420
T/F: 1.800.610.4868

e: sandy@collingwood-realestate.com

Premium Waterfront. Open concept living, 
dining area & kitchen w/vaulted ceilings, 
hardwood floors throughout, gas fireplace 
& walkout to gazebo over looking the water.  
Main floor master w/ensuite bath. Main 
floor den w/4 piece bath. Loft area has two 
bdrms, plus balcony w/view of Georgian 
Bay. Double att’d garage, full unfinished 
basement. Features tennis courts, in & 
out door pools, marina slips & club house. 
$939,000.00  See the virtual tour at:
myhomes. thevirtualtourcompany.ca/6870

Spacious End Unit w/view to ski hills. 4 
bdrms & den, 4 bathrooms, vaulted ceiling 
in open concept living/diningroom.  Custom 
kitchen w/conrian counters, breakfast bar 
& walk out to 2 tiered decking.  Sunken 
familyroom w/gas fireplace & walk out to 
deck.  Master bdrm boasts a gas fireplace 
next to the soaker tub & separate shower.  
Guest bdrm w/full ensuite bath.  Double 
att’d garage. $368,900.00  See the virtual 
tour at: tours.photolink.ca/29227 

Call Sandy Today for all your real estate needs. 

560 First Street, Collingwood

Trinity Realty Brokerage

BLUE SHORES! THE LINKS!
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 Tim Knorr
TK’s Kitchen & Catering
H OW  CA N  YO U  H E L P  M A K E  M Y 

H O L I DAY  PA RT I ES  A  S U CC ESS?  I 
believe in serving good home-cooked food 
at a reasonable price. I’m very focused 
on the details of the event so that the 
occasion is a great success. We cater 
parties from 10 to 800 people, or you can 
call ahead and pick up your order.
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  C H R I ST M AS 

D I N N E R  AT  T I M ’S  H O U S E :  Christmas 
is very family-oriented and traditional. I 
get a day off as we celebrate at my aunt’s 
with goose and all the trimmings.
Continued on page 78

 ComfortStudio

The

In 1912 a factory was established where, in addition to 
flooring, windows and doors, they actually manufactured 
furniture as well.

This family owned company goes back six generations. 
Today fourteen family members work there, so when you 
walk into Knights today, chances are you’ll be chatting 
with a Knight whose only interest is to ensure you have a 
great experience while shopping.

 If you can’t find something you want, let them know 
and chances are they can get it for you. v

The heart of Knights Building Centre lies in its flooring 
roots established in the mid 1800’s. 

You would never know it by looking at the new modern 
facility on Highway 26 in Meaford, that it all began in a 
sawmill processing trees on the Big Head River.

KnightsHalfJuly2011-PRINT.indd   1 05/07/11   11:55 AM
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 Lisa Stuart
On The Hill Concierge
H OW  CA N  YO U  H E L P  M A K E  M Y 

PA RT Y  A N  EV E N T  TO  R E M E M B E R? 
Calling On the Hill Concierge will allow 
you to be a guest at your own party! 
Pick your custom services; advance 
planning, catering, rentals, décor and 
our wait/bar staff will clean up!
W H AT  D O  YO U  WA N T  I N  YO U R 

STO C K I N G  T H I S  C H R I ST M AS?  A 
bottle of Georgian Hills Vineyards Vidal 
2008 frozen on the vine!  OH

From floor to ceiling, inside & out!From floor to ceiling, inside & out!

Project Management

Wood Finishing

Flooring

Carpentry

Basements

Bathrooms... and more

705-446-8894
Hobbshomesolutions@hotmail.com

17 George St, Caledon  519-927-1789
Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound  519-376-4434

www.ccharm.com

Bedrooms  Buffets & Hutches  Chairs & Rockers  Tables  Home Office

Furniture to match your look and needs. 
Let us design and build for your home.

A little temptation ...
 from those who spend their lives trying to avoid it.
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 FROM

PARIS        withLove
BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

OPPOSITE: A treasured painting of 
Second World War Spitfires hangs above a 
classic bergère chair, one of two in Renée 
Desrochers’s living room. CLOCKWISE 
FROM TOP LEFT: (1) A painted mirror 
in the hall reflects a festive vignette. (2) 
Renée has a flair for adding whimsical 
touches to her Christmas décor. (3) An 
antique mirror is surrounded by some 
of Renée’s family photos and favourite 
collectibles. (4) Père Noël greets visitors. 
(5) A lovely collection of perfume bottles 
and a carousel horse feather tree makes a 
statement in the bathroom. (6) An antique 
brush set blends beautifully with a bowl of 
antique Christmas balls. (7) In the kitchen, 
goblets, silver candlesticks and ice castles 
sparkle on an antiqued mirror table. (8) 
A fabulous antique console is dressed in 
bronze and gold.
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TRenée, owner of Pamper & Soothe in Thornbury, lives in a small, 
elegant flat above her shop in a turn-of-the-century Victorian brick house. 
Pamper & Soothe, like her living quarters, reflects those things that excite 
and impassion Renée.

She explains the source of her inspiration for business and life. “I have 
a European background. I grew up in an original fieldstone house, around 
which my uncle built our renovated home. So I’ve always been surrounded 
by historic elements from barnboard walls to a stone fireplace. My mom 
decorated with eclectic pieces that were in keeping with the overall style 
of the house where we lived… I guess I’ve picked up on that.”

Provenance clearly influences Renée’s style. “I have a definite passion 
for older things,” she says. “When my business partner and I travel to Paris 

to attend the trade show Maison&Objet to buy for our two shops, I love 
spending hours perusing the antique markets.”

She also reflects her love of the festive season ahead. “Christmas is a 
tradition in my family,” she says. “In my shop I sell real advent calendars 
and behind each door is a historic holiday scene. I love that traditional 
sense of being with family and the feeling of ‘Peace on Earth.’ Because 
it’s the high point of the year, I like to see it reflected in my home décor.”

True to her word, Renée’s entire apartment is punctuated with hand-
made candles from Europe and accessories that suggest the tradition and 
class of European culture. Luminescent crystal palaces and a historic map 
of Paris enhance the kitchen. The living room contains Bergère chairs for 
comfort and their traditional quality.

The hypnotic monochromatic watercolour in the apartment living room depicts 
Second World War Spitfires arcing, dipping and falling like grey ghosts in an illusive 
dream. The painting captures the dual passions that ignite the imagination of the 
apartment’s owner, Renée Desrochers – her love of history mingled with a modern 
sensibility that reveals the story behind everything she sees.

OPPOSITE: In the kitchen, a crystal chandelier 
hangs over a sparkling holiday vignette on 
an antiqued mirrored pedestal table. LEFT: 
Fabulous red serving pieces and accessories 
add to the festive feel in the kitchen. The settee 
is a perfect perch for Renée’s beloved pets. 
BELOW: Renée downstairs in Pamper & Soothe.

Continued on page 84
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When questioned about what she likes to give or receive at Christmas, 
Reneé embraces originality.  “I don’t follow trends. My focus for others is 
on the traditional and personal – European and classical pieces that feed 
one’s soul. As for myself, I always appreciate beautiful body products. 
Pampering products and little luxuries.” 

Although Renée lives in a small space she is surrounded by beauty. 
She explains what prompts her choices of home décor. “I love classical, 
traditional pieces; furnishings with good bones,” she explains. “My great 
aunt’s silver collection is a pleasure to clean and when I do polish it I have 
fond memories of her and my great uncle. I love that nostalgia.“

Patience is a virtue Renée embraces. “I don’t decorate all at once,” she 
admits. “I live with the space for a while. In a way it’s organic. Whatever 
it is – a claw foot bathtub, a winter goose down duvet, a Vermeer print or 
an ornate mirror – requires thought beforehand.”

As the charming proprietor of Pamper & Soothe, Renée finds it 
difficult to make a distinction between her work and her personal space. 
“I don’t separate my work and my personal space,” she explains. “Growing 
up I always had a dollhouse that I decorated. As a child, old leather-bound 
books that smelled of history surrounded me. I loved to leaf through those 
books. They had inscriptions from people from generations long passed.”

LEFT: Renée’s reading nook. BELOW: The 
living room is decorated with Renée’s favourite 
finds and reminiscent of a Paris apartment. 
BOTTOM:  Renée’s black and white living room 
is a charming mix of eclectic old-world gems. 
Fashion inspires the décor. 

Continued on page 86

“Flooring our community
one family at a time”

King’s Court, Thornbury  .  www.floorcrafters.ca  .  519.599.5055

HARDWOOD  .  NATURAL STONE  .  GRANITE  .  FRAMELESS GLASS

So many possibilities...

• Installation by Qualified Landscape Technicians
• In-House design service • 5-year guarantee on all Hardscapes

• Landscape Architect available upon request

1.866.377.2477 or 519.538.9991
www.gordonjleecelandscapes.ca

A Proud Member of Landscape Ontario

Silhouette® window shadings

519-924-1907Georgian Custom Décor       
WINDOW TREATMENTS, UPHOLSTERY, FABRIC, CUSTOM BEDDING            GREY ROAD 13, EUGENIA
                                                                                     www.georgiancustomdecor.com
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The past clearly plays a big role in Renée’s life. “I carry my memories 
with me. They are with me in everything I do. People should pamper their 
body and soothe their soul. Decorate your place with what feeds your 
soul. Home should be filled with the heart and soul of what is important 
to you. That lets you step out into the world with confidence from the 
place you’ve come from.”

Her philosophy also carries into Renée’s business life. “My shop has an 
appreciation for antiques, whether real or reproductions,” she says. “We 
intermingle the two. I like to fill the shop with eye-pleasing pieces that 
have heart and soul. When decorating, it doesn’t hurt for people to throw 
in modern pieces with the more traditional. It just takes a little creativity 
to mix the two styles.”

Renée achieves this creative integration in the choice of a Victorian 
home, the perfect setting for her shop and her home. As her cat, Charity, 
and dog, L.B. (Little Buddy) run downstairs at the sound of a customer’s 
arrival, the homey atmosphere Renée fosters becomes real.  OH

RIGHT AND BELOW: In the bedroom, a 
painted canopy bed is the focal point of a 

room filled with treasures, each infused 
with wonderful memories. BOTTOM: 

Shelves in the bathroom are filled with 
the best soaps and lotions, all available in 

Renée’s Thornbury store, Pamper & Soothe.

25 years custom home building experience  x  licensed general contractor  
custom homes, renovations, additions  x  quality workmanship, sound construction

building dreams... One home at a time

for further details contact Harold Robison at

Bob Armstrong Construction Ltd.
(519) 599-2704  x  thornbury

Bob Armstrong_F2011.indd   1 11-10-23   9:21 PM
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ourhomes MARKETPLACE To order a listing in MARKETPLACE, contact Simone at 705.888.1959, simone@ourhomesmagazine.com 
or Suzanne at 519.538.4528, suzanne@ourhomesmagazine.com

for the Holidays
Sweet & Savoury Pies

108 Main St, Heathcote

Grey Rd 13 (S of Clarksburg)

519.599.6573

Baking so good, you’ll be  
proud to call it your own!

Picture Yourself...

“Living the Georgian Bay Life in Style”

Interior Designer 
& Home Stager

705-444-0839
www.designs-by-andrea.ca

Designs by 
Andrea

Kemble Mountain Roastery
651 Goderich St., Port Elgin, ON

519.832.JAVA (5282) • 1.877.479.JAVA (5282) 

www.kemblemountainroastery.com

TEL: 519-599-6374
CELL: 5153887

“Three generations,
plowing snow 

since 1977”

34 YEARS 
IN THE BUSINESS

519-377.6969

PALLISTER 
SNOW REMOVAL

VACATION AT HOME IN A BEACHCOMBER HOT TUB

460 Hume St, Collingwood
(705) 446-9722

520 Bryne Dr, Barrie
(705) 797-2488

QUALITY, COMFORT AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY SINCE 1978
beachcomber hot tubs

APPROVED BY INDEPENDENT TESTING

• SALES
• SERVICE
• REPAIR
• INSTALLATIONS 

705.444.1022
176 Hurontario Street, Collingwood
www.bluemountainvacuum.com

BLUE MOUNTAIN
VACUUM CENTRE

Your One Stop Vac Shop

Custom Work
Supplies & Equipment
Classes & Workshops
Studio Time Available

38 Beech Street, Collingwood • tereseconnolly@rogers.com
www.suitefixings.com • (705) 444-9836

GIFT
CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE

560 First St. Collingwood
(beside M&M Meats) 

705 444 1469

1344 Mosley St. Wasaga Beach
(in the Regency Plaza) 

705 429 3223

Blinds • Shutters • Drapery

* FALL SALE
65% OFF WOOD & FAUX WOOD BLINDS

shadesandshutters.on.ca

L. PATTEN & SONS LTD. CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS 
contact Jerry Patten 705.444.6186

info@lpattenandsons.ca • www.lpattenandsons.ca

www.mollymaid.ca

from the Professionals
you can Trust!

Dependable
Cleaning

Contact us today for a free, no-obligation, in-home estimate:

georgianbay@mollymaid.ca

(705) 422-0114
866-629-5396TOLL

FREE

Sun Protection Films
s u n s c r e e n f o r y o u r w i n d o w s

555 1st St. E. Owen Sound, ON N4K 6C4
T: 519.376.7610 C: 519.373.7911

Installing Sun Protection
window film is a great way

to save energy!

"Have a safe and sunny day”

AM

INSURED & BONDED

WINDOW & OFFICE CLEANING

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIALOver 31 Years’ Experience

Morris Janitorial Service
Andrew & Denise Morris
519.599.6568

  Thank you for y
our business!

 Blessings at Christm
as & in 2012



On schedule...At your convenience

Inside, outside, &
from the ground up...

705.444.5712
www.ainger-gna.com

Full Service...we are your Complete  
Property Services Company!

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT

FARROW AV
Farrow AV opened their doors in 

September of 2009 and is owned 
and operated by Craig & Susan 
Farrow. We are an innovative 
solutions provider focused on 
implementing residential  and 
commercial automation as well as 
audio video systems utilizing world 
class products such as Crestron, 
NuVo, Bose and Erikson Commercial.

While using today’s most advanced products, we  
ALSO INCORPORATE technical expertise and professional 
installation, with A MAJOR EMPHASIS ON after-sale 
customer support which guarantees a best in class customer 
experience to our highly valued clients. At the recently held 
Chamber of Commerce Business Awards in Collingwood, 
Farrow AV was nominated in 6 out of 12 categories of 
business excellence and was recognized and awarded for 
providing the best ‘Customer Service’ in the Georgian 
Triangle. As well, Farrow AV was runner up in being named 
‘Business of the Year’.
Farrow AV Design Inc. Maple Leaf Heritage Building  
87A Hurontario Street, Collingwood. Visit  
www.farrowav.com, email us at info@farrowav.com  
or call us at 705.444.2364 or 1.877.301.1228  
(Please see ad on page 25)

KITCHEN PAINTERS
Our 40 plus years 

of experience in f ine 
painting and high-end 
cabinetry projects ensure 
a professional “world-
class design” look to your 
kitchen.

A l l  fo r  a  f ra c t i o n 
of what you might pay 
for new custom-made 
cabinets. Beyond the painting, we can also update your 
kitchen area with decorative hardware, crown moldings, 
under-cabinet lighting, backsplashes and counter tops. 

Whether you seek the satisfaction of a great looking 
kitchen, want to increase the value of your home for a 
pending sale, wish to enhance your builder grade kitchen, 
or are just on a tight budget, give us a call. We pride 
ourselves on actually listening to what our clients want – no 
matter how big or small their project. Then we offer our 
recommendations and work closely with you throughout 
the process.
Check us out at kitchenpainters.com then call us at 
705.441.2203. Let us show you how to transform  
your kitchen into the one you have always wanted.  
(Please see ad on page 61)

THE SILVER VINE
The Silver Vine is a Craft Winemaking store that 

specializes in batch-lot wines tailored for individual 
customers. Silver Vine owner Derek Hammond has won 
nine medals for his own wines since 2008, including Three 
Gold and a Silver in 2011. We believe 
that Derek’s knowledge, expertise 
and winemaking experience is 
unmatched in the region. Derek excels 
in ascertaining your wine preferences 
and recommending (or customizing!) 
a wine to meet them. That’s why 
Derek personally guarantees all wine 
bottled at The Silver Vine. You’ll like it 
or we’ll replace it. It’s that easy.

  O u r  g o a l  i s  to  exce e d  t h e 
expectations of our customers at 
every point along their Silver Vine 
Experience. Selecting, bottling and 
(most importantly!) enjoying Silver 
Vine wine should be fun and we do 
everything we can to make sure it is!  
That’s why we were voted the Georgian Triangle’s Favourite 
Winemaking Store for 2011 and why The Silver Vine is one 
of only 107 stores in the nation to be a member of the 
prestigious RJS Academy Program. 
The Silver Vine is located at 175 Marsh Street, 
Clarksburg. Business Hours are Tuesday-Friday 
11am-6pm and Saturday 11am-5pm. We can be  
reached by phone at 519.599.7335 or email at 
thesilvervine@yahoo.ca (Please see ad on page 113)

XMAS AT ORMSBY’S
Ormsby’s Garden Centre team 

is once again creating their unique 
urn fillers for Xmas. They will have 
ready-made ones for purchase 
or you can choose products, 
colour, set a price, and pick up 
in a few days. Citrus and Royal 
Fruit are just a few of the unusual 
wreaths Ormsby’s carry as well as 
a 60” diameter wreath. Ormsby’s 
specialize in Fraser Fir and Balsam 
Fir Xmas trees up to 12 feet tall.  
They have a recycling program and you are able to return 
your tree for a store coupon. More details are available with 
your purchase.

Ormsby’s are a full service Garden Centre and offer 
landscape design, maintenance and planting for all of their 
customers.
Ken, Carol or Mike can be reached at 519.538.3145 or 
visit their site at ShopMeaford.com/Ormsbys 
(Please see ad on page 67)

519-599-6461   •   13 Louisa Street, Thornbury

Introducing

Mon & Tues: by appointment
Wed: 1 - 5:30 
Thurs - Sat: 10 - 5:30
Sun: 12 - 4

ROECKL 
designed in 
Germany, 
Italian leather 
and cashmere 
gloves, exquisite  
handbags and 
scarves now 
exclusively 
available at 
Pamper & Soothe 
plus many more 
luxury gift items 
for the Holiday Season
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Open Daily 11555 Hwy 26 W Collingwood 705.444.2146

The emporium is brimming with sparkle 
and spirit of the upcoming season

Holiday Open House featuring guest artists
Sat Nov 19 & Sun Nov 20

Custom urn fillers
Fresh assortment of greenery arriving daily
Premium 12-14ft Christmas trees
Full variety & sizes of garlands & wreaths

greentree
GARDENS & EMPORIUM

Morethan just granite countertops...
Come visit our newly renovated showroom & facility: 

672 Welham Rd, Barrie, ON x 705.727.0096 x www.dipietradesign.com

C A N A D I A N  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

Canadian-made countertops
at factory direct pricing

...in just 10 days
u In house Laser Templating  by our Certified Auto CAD Techicians
u State of the Art CNC Machinery
u Licensed Kitchen & Bath Designers  
u Licensed Quartz & Corian Fabricator and Installer
u Ask us about our Monthly Specials

Happy Holidays from 

Di P
iet

ra 
Desi

gn

P r o u d l y  C a n a d i a n

FAUCETS

DiPietraFH11.indd   1 11-10-27   10:23 AM
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FREE listing in our online directory, which enhances your business’s online 
presence and directs google-searchers to your company... FREE

FREE ad placement on our online “Flip magazine” as well as free placement in our 
mobile PDF magazine, with a free link to your company’s website...FREE

FREE listing in our Home Resource Directory, which connects you with customers 
who are looking for your service...FREE

Ask us how we can tell your business’s story for FREE in our print magazine, and 
on our web site (this allows you to connect more deeply with our readers)

Ask us how we can boost your business’s advertising impact into specific areas of 
our superior distribution, with take-away brochures for our readers

Ask us how we can put your company in front of a targeted audience from around 
the province

Not just advertising. Marketing.

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES & SALES, PLEASE CONTACT
Simone Sterio-Risk 705.888.1959 simone@ourhomesmagazine.com
Suzanne Strong 519.538.4528 suzanne@ourhomesmagazine.com

MORE than 
you paid for?
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It’s not often you get more 
than you pay for, but when you 

advertise in OUR HOMES, you get 
more than you pay for every time!



T
Thornbury’s Bay House is a resounding success. The design, 
attention to detail, quality of materials and workmanship 
in this beautiful home make every square foot count. This 
approach offers pluses for both the environment and the 
homeowner, including fewer resources used, a smaller 
footprint, and lower energy and tax expenses. 

It all started with a lot near Georgian Bay on a quiet Thornbury side street. The lot was narrow but 
deep and well-treed. “To find a lot in town that still looked like it was sitting out in the forest was pretty 
unique,” says co-owner Lori Bennett. “It was the location that sold us.”

“The Bennetts wanted the house to fit into the streetscape but still be very original,” says  
Black Tusk’s Bill Brown, who created the architectural plan. The end result makes a virtue of its small 
yard. It was always in the plan to keep the cedar tree cover, which offers privacy and year-round colour. 
Tavis Yeats and Michael Chapman of Oasis North Landscapes worked with Black Tusk on the 
landscaping plan and built the driveway, walkway, outdoor barbecue kitchen, elevated hot tub, patio 
living space and other features. 

    The
BAY HOUSE

BY  W ILL IAM SHELLEY  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Continued on page 96

The Bay House was built 
on a deep, narrow forested 

lot on a quiet street in 
Thornbury. The barrel-
vaulted covered porch 

provides an eye-catching 
added touch.
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Complementing the existing landscape is a key theme for the 
Bay House. The two chimneys, built by mason David Campbell, are 
a dominant feature of both exterior and interior. The stone colour 
and texture echo the native boulders in the yard. The Pennsylvania 
Weatherledge Dutch Quality – placed by an expert hand such as 
Campbell’s – can fool the untrained eye into believing it is quarried stone. 

Small but crucial design details distinguish the exterior from 
other post-and-beam builds. Take for instance the curved “eyebrow” 
on the front of the house, built by carpenter Hugh Grafton  of 
Sibbett Contracting. “Fancy is what I do best,” says Grafton. For 
the front barrel-vaulted covered porch, Grafton and Bill Brown 

employed the same curve motif. Adam Burk of Due North Custom 
Carpentry and Sean Wood of Woodcraft Custom Carpentry, 
framed the home, completed additional carpentry and built the outdoor  
barbecue kitchen. 

For the interior, Lori Bennett mentioned to Black Tusk early on that she 
wanted to “bring the outside, in.” A key component is the millwork by Jason 
Holman of Clarksburg’s JTI Custom Cabinets & Furniture. Holman’s 
choice of kiln-roasted maple gives the interior a refined burnish. Along with 
apprentice A.J. Carter, Holman built the doors, panels, trim, cabinets, 
vanities and other interior detail of roasted maple. Apart from its beauty, this 
wood’s key feature is it needs only a clear-coat finish. Continued on page 98

ABOVE: A path along the right side 
of the home leads to a backyard 

landscape by Oasis North that 
includes a covered barbecue hut, a 

firepit with seating, a hot tub and 
a deck. TOP RIGHT: The Bennett 

family, daughter Jill, Mom Lori, 
son Andrew and Dad Dave. RIGHT: 
Tall pine and cedar trees frame the 

beautifully landscaped and very 
private backyard. OPPOSITE TOP: 

Step down into the living room at the 
back of the house where a roaring 

fire warms the bright space and 
large windows bring the outside in. 
OPPOSITE BOTTOM: The sunroom 

off the great room was a must. A 
second wood-burning fireplace makes 

this room a favourite all year long.
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Holman added a custom touch using a different kind of wood for the 
island that separates the kitchen from the living room. For the live-edge 
top, Holman fashioned a board from an old ash tree that had been struck 
by lightning. 

Above the island hang two dramatic clusters of pendant lighting at 
various heights provided by Helen Labelle of the Georgian Design 
Centre. This feature is three things at once: lighting, a room divider, and 
an art object.

Creative thought is evident in every room. The master bedroom on the 
main floor has transom-effect windows for light and privacy, a linear flame 
gas fireplace and a spectacular master bathroom with eye-catching tile 
work. The “wave wall” of gypsum formed tiles by Modular Arts, installed 

by John Lister and purchased at Desert Tile, is another salute to the 
surroundings of the Bay House. Black Tusk’s Barbara Patton explains: “I 
was looking for a texture reminiscent of Georgian Bay waves. There are 
two commercial installations in Toronto but this is the first residential 
installation in Canada that we know of.” 

Sarah Osburn of Georgian Design Centre provided plumbing fixtures 
throughout the house as well as the master bathroom’s freestanding tub. 
“It’s made of a rare volcanic limestone mixed with resin,” says Sarah, 
“making it a lightweight, highly insulated alternative to cast iron. The 
bathtub is not only a truly unique piece, but extremely comfortable as 
well – we made Barbara sit in it in our showroom to prove it – which isn’t 
always the case with luxury tubs.”

ADDITIONAL TRADES
AND SUPPLIERS

Roger Tomlinson of Chantico 

Fireplace Gallery, Thornbury 

Computers, Just Ask Judy, Kolbe 

Gallery Windows & Doors, Charles 

Davies, G. Lawrence, Cedarport 

Window and Door Centre.
Continued on page 102

ABOVE RIGHT: A large 
island provides lots of prep 

space and separates the 
well-appointed kitchen from 

the dining area. RIGHT: A 
built-in buffet with trough 

sink is a wonderful serving 
bar in the dining area. FAR 

RIGHT: The stone is carried 
into the main floor powder 
room with a floating vanity 

and vessel sink.

The dramatic wall in the great room 
marries unique stone veneer and 
kiln-roasted maple. In the kitchen, oil-
bronzed appliances match the patina on 
the custom kiln roasted maple cabinetry. 
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Daylight and moonlight 
shine in from piano windows 

in the main floor master 
bedroom. ABOVE LEFT: 
Peaking into the master 

bedroom from the main-floor 
hallway. ABOVE RIGHT: The 

wave wall in the master en 
suite is the first residential 

application in Canada of this 
amazing new product. 

presents an 
Intimate Evening at All Saints’ Rectory & Church  

featuring  renowned quintet ‘Melody Fair’.

Come celebrate our 

A private pre-show reception in the historic Rectory will  
be followed by a live concert in this glorious Church.

Wednesday, November 16th at 7:00 p.m.
Catering by Lakes of Wasaga Banquet Hall.

Tickets are $60.00 and available at 
Ashanti Cafe, Thornbury

Curiosity House Books & Gallery, Creemore
Royal LePage All Real Estate Services, First Street, Collingwood

Also available by calling (705) 444-2586 ext. 221

  

 

Celebrating 
20 years 

of keeping 
families safe.

Give. Hope.

My Friend’s House

20th Anniversary

leaving a legacy...

705.888.7858     www.hackstone.ca

...what will yours be?
Specializing in Everything Stone
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The laundry room and kitchen feature appliances provided by Tom 
Macdonald and Don Stevens of Macdonald’s Countrywide Furniture & 
Appliances in Meaford. “Bill and Barb came to us and said they were doing 
a unique concept house,” says Macdonald. “For the kitchen appliances they 
wanted something different from stainless and we had just the line: Oiled 
Bronze from Jenn-Air. From there we just sharpened the pencil on price.” 
The appliances make a perfect match with the kiln-roasted maple cabinetry.

Upstairs are the children’s bedrooms and the guest bedrooms, with a rec 
room between. The kids’ bathroom has orange Murano glass drawer handles 
to match the shower tile laid by Trevor Robertson of The Flooring Place.

As the project undergoes final touches, Barbara Patton reflects: “We 

were able to complete the vision developed between Black Tusk and the 
homeowners and had a great time doing it. Dave and Lori Bennett were 
able to articulate to us their overall goals for their home – from general 
statements such as ‘bring the outside, in’ to working together on finer 
details. Throughout the project, there was trust and confidence on both 
sides, which allows for a great deal of creativity.”

For their part, the Bennetts are more than pleased with both the 
process and the finished product. “Lori and I have enjoyed it very much,” 
says David. “It’s probably been the least stressful of anything we’ve done 
and I consider this a major thing. We’ve had fun, we’ve had some laughs 
back and forth. Would I do it again? Absolutely, in a heartbeat.”  OH

FAR AND BELOW LEFT: 
Orange is the surprising 
accent colour, found in 
the tile and towels, in 
the upstairs bathroom 
shared by the Bennett’s 
two children. TOP 
LEFT: Andrew’s room is 
uncluttered and simply 
decorated. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Jill’s room is filled 
with memories from a 
recent trip to Europe. 
BELOW: Bill Brown and 
Barb Patton of Black Tusk 
Development Group in the 
second floor lounge.

(dealer info)

(dealer logo)

FLOORING BY

Visit your authorized HGTV HOME Flooring by Shaw 
Retailer today and view HGTV’s first collection of flooring 
products made exclusively by Shaw Floors. Get inspired, 
get educated, get ready to enjoy beautiful new flooring.

carpet  |  area rugs  |  hardwood  |  laminate  |  shawfl oors.com/HGTV
HGTV HOME Flooring by Shaw is a trademark of Scripps Networks, LLC used under license to Shaw Industries, Inc.

OPEN 
HOUSE

COME BY and 
enter to win a FREE

HGTV HOME Flooring 
by Shaw area rug*
*One entry per day per person. 

See store for details.

Showroom 84 High St, Collingwood, ON

705  444  2100  georgiandesigncentre.ca
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For more inFormation and directions go to:

www.blacktuskdevelopment.ca

T: 519 599 3337

William Brown 
PresidenT    
ArchiTecTurAl designer

architectural
Design   
           
Project 
ManageMent
 construction  
services

The Bayhouse Will 
Be open for puBlic 
Tours saTurday, 
decemBer 10.  

Our 2011 design home 
is located near the Bay 
in picturesque Thornbury. 
Join us for a fun event 
and design inspiration. 
Visit our website for 
more information and 
directions.

Tour 
the 
Bayhouse

Tour The Bayhouse Saturday, december 10th
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Continued on page 106

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have 
utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than 
ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below 
are organized alphabetically by industry.

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY
GRAVITY SUN POWER Page 73

ANTIQUES
PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 91

THE LITTLE FURNITURE SHOPPE Page 55

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES, 
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS
SUITE FIXINGS Page 89

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION
FARROW AV Page 25

GEORGIAN AUDIO VIDEO Page 73

HURONIA ALARMS Page 69

RED BRICK GROUP Page 63

BUILDERS
BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION Page 63

BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP Page 105

BLAKE FARROW PROJECT  
	 MANAGEMENT Page 103

BOB ARMSTRONG CONSTRUCTION Page 87

CREEK VALLEY INC. Page 8&9

KINGPOST BUILDERS Page 85

L. PATTEN & SONS LTD. Page 89

LEGENDARY LOGCRAFTERS Page 69

PARAGON CARPENTRY Page 111

PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.  
	 Page 57

SCOTBUILD Page 71

STONE CUSTOM HOMES Page 29

VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION Page 27

VILLAGE BUILDERS Page 73, 75

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 77

MOGGIE VALLEY Page 87

MTA CALEDON ENTERPRISES Page 32

RONA Page 26

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
WOODWORKING
PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH Page 6

CLEANING
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 91

AM MORRIS JANITORIAL SERVICES Page 89

MOLLY MAID Page 88

THE CARETAKERS HOUSEKEEPING  
	 SERVICES Page 89,  92

CONCIERGE & EVENT PLANNING
HAPPENINGS PARTY RENTALS Page 93

ON THE HILL CONCIERGE Page 55

COUNTERTOPS/ 
GRANITE & STONE
DI PIETRA DESIGN Page 92

DESIGNERS & HOME STAGING
ABBOTT DESIGN LTD. Page 12

BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP Page 105

BRAMWELL.SHARP DESIGN Page 18

CHERCHÉ HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 113

DESIGNS BY ANDREA Page 89

FAD FARROW ARCARO DESIGN Page 65

STAPLES DESIGN GROUP Page 52

ELECTRICAL
BEAR ELECTRIC Page 88

CLEARLITE ELECTRICAL,  
	 EXCAVATING & HAULAGE Page 63

ENTERTAINMENT
AVRIL DELL “IS A PIANIST” Page 91

EXCAVATING
CLEARLITE ELECTRICAL,  
	 EXCAVATING & HAULAGE Page 63

FABRIC/BEDDING/UPHOLSTERY
GEORGIAN CUSTOM DÉCOR Page 85

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/MORTGAGE
NOBLE INSURANCE Page 19

FIREPLACES & STOVES
CHANTICO FIREPLACE GALLERY Page 23

RELIANCE/NORTHERN COMFORT &  
	 MECHANICAL Page 109

URBAN HEARTH Page 27

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM
BARRIE TRIM Page 51

DEAN’S RUGLAND Page 109

FLOORCRAFTERS FINISHING TOUCH  
	 CENTRE Page 85

GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 103

KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 77

MEAFORD CARPETS & INTERIORS Page 107

MOGGIE VALLEY Page 87

PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 91

RONA Page 26

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING
BLACKBIRD PIE COMPANY Page 88

DAGS & WILLOW Page 93

KEMBLE MOUNTAIN ROASTERY Page 88

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
FOLEY’S FURNITURE Page 34 

LEON’S Page 52 

MACDONALD’S COUNTRYWIDE  
	 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 77 

GARDEN CENTRES/ 
GREENHOUSES/FLORISTS
GREENTREE GARDENS & EMPORIUM Page 93

GEOTHERMAL
NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION 
	 Page 75

NOTTAWASAGA MECHANICAL Page 105 

RELIANCE/NORTHERN COMFORT &  
	 MECHANICAL Page 109

GREEN LIVING
ECO INHABIT Page 24

HEATING & COOLING
NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION 
	 Page 75

NOTTAWASAGA MECHANICAL Page 105 

RELIANCE/NORTHERN COMFORT &  
	 MECHANICAL Page 109

HOME DÉCOR & FURNITURE
ABACUS FURNITURE Page 69

CHERCHÉ HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 113

CLERKSONS Page 107

CORINTHIAN KITCHEN & BATH STUDIO  
	 Page  115

COUNTRY CHARM Page 79

DJ’S FURNITURE Page 67

ECO INHABIT Page 24

FAD FARROW ARCARO DESIGN Page 65

FOLEY’S FURNITURE Page 34

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-445-5065.
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H O M E  D É C O R

Where comfort comes first!
85  HURONTAR IO  STREET  •  (705 )  445 -1988

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A  WEEK
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MOVING & STORAGE
JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS Page 88

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
ADMIRAL COLLINGWOOD PLACE Page 39, 116

FAR HILLS, THORNBURY Page 7 

GATES OF KENT – REID’S HERITAGE  
	 HOMES Page 35 

LORA BAY – REID’S HERITAGE HOMES  
	 Page 33

MEAFORD HAVEN Page 67

PRETTY RIVER – DELPARK HOMES Page 3

SHERWOOD HOMES – REID’S HERITAGE  
	 HOMES Page 37

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
ABACUS FURNITURE Page 69

PAINTING & DECORATING
HOBBS HOME SOLUTIONS Page 79

KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 77

ROBINSON’S PAINT & WALLPAPER Page 14

RONA Page 26

PLANNING & PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT
LOFT PLANNING – KRISTINE A. LOFT Page 55

REAL ESTATE
CENTURY 21 OFFORD REALTY – ANGILINE 
	 & ROB DUBIEN/MARTHA WHITTON Page 67

CENTURY 21 OFFORD REALTY – MICHAEL 
	 KEARNS & DOUG BEAUMONT Page 15

CENTURY 21 OFFORD REALTY –  
	 KEVIN WOOLHAM Page 2

CHESTNUT PARK Page 111

CHESTNUT PARK – PAIGE YOUNG Page 65

CLAIRWOOD REALTY Page 47

CLAIRWOOD REALTY – EXECUTEAM Page 49

LUSH REALTY Page 63

PRUDENTIAL ON THE HARBOUR –  
	 JOSH DOLAN/PAUL MARTINEK Page 57

PRUDENTIAL ON THE HARBOUR –  
	 BARB MCCOWAN Page 55

PRUDENTIAL RONAN REALTY – 
	 THE WASAGA LIFE TEAM Page 53 

RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS – 
	 DOUG GILLIS Page 13

RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS – 
	 BRAD WILLIAMS Page 5

RE/MAX OF WASAGA BEACH – 
	 MICHELLE SEIP/RICK SEIP Page 71

ROYAL LEPAGE ALL REAL ESTATE  
	 SERVICES Page 58&59 

ROYAL LEPAGE ALL REAL ESTATE 
	 SERVICES – MAGGI OLSON Page 61

ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS 
	 NORTH REALTY Page 10&11 

ROYAL LEPAGE TRINITY REALTY – 
	 SANDY SHANNON Page 75

SECONDARY OWNERSHIP Page 107

TRI-W – JANE MOYSEY/ 
	 STEVE MOYSEY Page 53

ROOFING
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 91

SECURITY, LOCK & KEY
HURONIA ALARMS Page 69

SNOW REMOVAL
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 91

PALLISTER SNOW REMOVAL Page 89 

SPAS, HOT TUBS & SAUNAS
BEACHCOMBER HOT TUBS Page 88 

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
GEORGIAN TRIANGLE REAL ESTATE  
	 BOARD Page 79 

MY FRIEND’S HOUSE Page 101 

SUN PROTECTION
SUN PROTECTION FILM Page 88 

VACUUMS
BLUE MOUNTAIN VACUUM Page 88 

WINDOW FASHIONS
ASHTON’S BLINDS Page 69

GEORGIAN CUSTOM DÉCOR Page 85

MEAFORD CARPETS & INTERIORS Page 107

SHADES & SHUTTERS Page 89

WINDOWS & DOORS
BARRIE TRIM Page 51

CEDARPORT WINDOW & DOOR  
	 CENTRE INC. Page 21

KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 77

KOLBE GALLERY Page 4

RONA Page 26

WINE MAKING/WINE CELLARS
GEORGIAN BAY CELLARS Page 65

THE SILVER VINE Page 113

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-445-5065.

GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 103

HOME ZONE Page 18

LEON’S Page 52

MACDONALD’S COUNTRYWIDE  
	 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 77 

PAMPER & SOOTHE Page 91

PIONEER HANDCRAFT FURNITURE Page 61

RONA Page 26

THE LITTLE FURNITURE SHOPPE Page 55

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
RENOVATIONS
DUE NORTH CUSTOM CARPENTRY Page 101

HOBBS HOMES SOLUTIONS Page 79

KITCHEN PAINTERS Page 61

KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 77

RONA Page 26

VAN DOLDER’S CUSTOM EXTERIORS Page 22

WRIGHT WAY RENOVATIONS Page 113

KITCHEN & BATH
CORINTHIAN KITCHEN & BATH STUDIO  
	 Page 115

GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 103

KITCHEN PAINTERS Page 61

KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 77

PERKINSFIELD KITCHEN & BATH Page 6

RONA Page 26

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 91

BELMONT LANDSCAPING & DESIGN Page 87

GARDEN HOLISTICS Page 67

GARDENS OF PRESTIGE Page 65

GORDON J. LEECE LANDSCAPES 
	 & GARDENS Page 85

HACKSTONE STONE CRAFTSMEN Page 101

NEAR NORTH DESIGN-BUILD  
	 LANDSCAPING Page 34

OASIS NORTH LANDSCAPES Page 103, 105

ORMSBY’S GARDEN CENTRE 
	 & LANDSCAPING Page 67

RIVERSIDE LANDSCAPES Page 61

SHARP IMAGE GROUP Page 79

THE LANDMARK GROUP Page 17

VOGEL LANDSCAPE DESIGN & 
	 CONSULTING GROUP Page 107

ZENG LANDSCAPING Page 75

LIGHTING
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 103

MASONRY & STONEWORK
HACKSTONE STONE CRAFTSMEN Page 101

Continued from page 104



A porch decorated 
for the season

A mirror to check 
your look

A chair or bench 
for putting on and 
removing footwear

A closet, coat 
rack or hooks for 

hanging or  
storing outerwear

A vessel to hold 
umbrellas during the 

wet seasons

A console for 
keys, storage, a 

lamp and seasonal 
decorations

A practical, 
fashionable rug to 

wipe your feet

A fabulous 
chandelier or light 
fixture to match  

your décor

The main entrance of your home says a lot about your decorating style and how you 
live. Make a great first impression by creating a space that’s attractive, well organized 
and provides guests and visitors with a warm welcome.

warm welcome

MAKE AN ENTRANCE WITH THESE EASY IDEAS

d e c o r a t i n g

CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILES
WINDOWS ’N BLINDS • AREA RUGS • SHUTTERS

705.445.2166 2808 Hwy 124, Duntroon 

519.538.2166 334 Sykes Street, Unit 4, in Meaford

www.deansrugland.com

Each of the 100 Carpet One Floor & Home stores across Canada 
are locally owned and operated, offering exceptional service 
and the best warranties in the business. When your floor 
matters, count on Deans Carpet One Floor & Home.

w w w . n o r t h e r n c o m f o r t m e c h . c o m

We are your

Nothing can replace the charm, 
appeal and full-bodied heat of 
wood and/or the convenience 
of a gas fireplace.

Fireplace Specialists

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE • HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING 
CUSTOM DUCTWORK FABRICATION • WOOD, GAS & ELECTRIC FIREPLACES 

IN-FLOOR RADIANT HEATING • INDOOR AIR QUALITY • HEPA-AIRE DUCT CLEANING 
GAS GRILLS, GAS PIPING INSTALLATIONS • AUTOMATIC HOME STANDBY GENERATORS

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

(705) 445-5670

Showroom Location: 14 Ronell Crescent, Unit 1, Collingwood

24-HREMERGENCYSERVICE

TM Trademarks of Reliance Comfort Limited Partnership
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T

CRACKERS

The holiday season is just around the corner.  It’s a time to celebrate with 
family and friends. It’s also the season for unexpected guests, impromptu 
dinner parties and festive entertaining. For some this is an exciting and 
enjoyable time, planning the menu, setting the table and organizing the 
bar and cellar. For others, the thought of entertaining brings nothing but 
sweaty palms and an increased heart rate.

Whether last minute or long-planned, entertaining doesn’t have to be 
a panic-inducing nightmare. With a few trips to the grocery store and 
a well-stocked pantry, fridge and freezer you’ll want guests to drop by 
throughout the holidays. And you’ll be ready to set a table full of delicious 
treats at the drop of a hat. 

A well-stocked pantry also means quick, easy meal times for you and 
your family when time is already at a minimum.

Here are some helpful ingredients to have on hand, and simple ideas 
on how to use them to make your holidays stress-free and fun.

FROM THE PANTRY 
For last minute entertaining
•	 Nuts – For last minute entertaining, simply put a few types of nuts in 

a bowl for snacking while sipping. When you have a bit more time, try 
different types of roasted and spiced or sweetened nuts, very impressive 
and very addictive!

•	 Fig Jelly and Red Pepper Jelly – These two jellies take a cheese tray 
from everyday to holiday – ready in no time. 

•	 Pickles – As assortment of pickles (dills, beans, asparagus, beets, 
onions) make great snacking, even better when you’ve pickled them 
yourself or purchased them locally.

•	 Crackers/Crispbreads – These are essential for pairing with cheese, 
meat, marinated vegetables and dips. Select a few different types, and have 
at least one gluten-free option (there are many great ones) just in case.

•	 Good Balsamic Vinegar – A splash of aged balsamic vinegar drizzled 
over pieces of Parmesan cheese takes less than five minutes to prepare 
but feels oh so chic. 

•	 Bars of Good Chocolate – Nothing makes dessert easier than a few 
pieces of good chocolate. 

•	 Dried Fruit – Dried apricots, pears, prunes and figs not only look great 
on a cheese tray, they also complement the rich saltiness of aged cheeses.

For stress-free meals
•	 Pasta – Pasta is the perfect option for dinner when time is at a 

premium. While the pasta is cooking, sauté any vegetables you have 
on hand in olive oil for an easy sauce.

•	 Rice – Fried rice, risotto, one-pot chicken and rice, the options are 
endless, and speedy, for an easy weeknight meal.

•	 Canned Beans – Keep a variety of canned beans in your pantry for a 
quick chili, burrito filling, or to serve on toast or with rice.

•	 Canned Tuna or Other Fish – Tuna (or other canned fish) melts make 
satisfying and simple weeknight dinners. Or try it tossed in pasta.

•	 Canned Tomatoes – A tomato sauce is only 15 minutes away when 
you have a can of tomatoes on hand. Keep a few in the pantry for easy 
sauces, soups and stews all through the week.

FROM THE FRIDGE
•	 Olives – A bowl of olives on the table is the perfect snack to nibble on 

while sipping cocktails. Set out a small bowl on the side for the pits so 
you don’t find them in your planters at clean up time.

•	 Cheese – Everyone loves to nibble on cheese, making it the most 
appealing item to have on hand for unexpected gatherings. Keep an 
assortment of cheese in your fridge. The best cheese platters have three 
to five different kinds, ranging from soft to blue. And a large piece of 
cheddar will come in handy at meal times for anything from stovetop 
mac and cheese, to simple but satisfying grilled cheese.

•	 Sliced Meats – For easy entertaining an assortment of sliced cold 
meats, such as ham, salami and sausage make a great appetizer, 
especially with some cheese and crackers. Use the same meats for quick 
dinner sandwiches, or cooked in a simple frittata.

•	 Marinated Vegetables – Whether you spend some time to make your 
own, or purchase ready-made from the antipasto bar in the grocery 
store, marinated vegetables make great last-minute flatbread or pizza 
toppers, or sandwich fillers. They’re also great on a platter with cheese, 
crackers and sliced meat.

•	 Hummus/Bean Dip – Arrange store-bought hummus in your favourite 
bowl with some crispbreads and say you just whipped it up yourself. 
Perfectly simple!

•	 Smoked Fish – Smoked salmon or trout adds a touch of elegance to 
an appetizer platter. Serve it on little toasts with a dollop of whipped 
cream, or for a simple dip whiz it in the food processor with cream 
cheese. For an easy supper, toss smoked fish pieces in cooked pasta 
with oil, capers and a squeeze of lemon juice.

FROM THE FREEZER
•	 Frozen Bread Dough – Nothing welcomes dinner guests like the scent 

of freshly baked bread. Also keep a package, or two, of frozen pizza 
dough for quick weeknight dinners.

•	 Cooked Shrimp – Thawed cooked shrimp set in a bowl with cocktail 
sauce is a stress-free crowd-pleaser. Or toss thawed cooked shrimp in 
cooked pasta for a quick dinner.

•	 Puff Pastry – Sprinkle frozen puff pastry with herbs and cheese, fold 
in half, cut into strips and bake for instant and addictive cheese sticks. 
Your guests will think you’re a genius.

•	 Mini Tart Shells – Mini tart shells are great for appetizer-size quiches 
or easy sweets.  OH

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

STOCKING  
THE HOLIDAY  
PANTRY BY  MAR IA  DAS I LVA

393 First Street, Suite 100, Collingwood, Ontario  L9Y 1B3   |   705.445.5454

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE LIMITED, BROKERAGE

Toronto | Muskoka | Lake of Bays | Collingwood | Creemore
Erin/Caledon | Prince Edward County | Port Hope | Unionville
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Scan this bar code 
to view all CP listings 
on your smartphone. 

New to QR? Visit 
www.chestnutpark.com/getqr 

for a free QR reader
 and more

www.chestnutpark.com

  FOR A MORE INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCE
VISIT ALL OF OUR LISTINGS AT

Thornbur y 519.599.7913   Fax:  519.599.7231   Paragoncarpentry@rogers .comw w

A Model of Excellence

• featured in OUR HOMES Magazine

• featured in CANADIAN HOUSE & HOME Magazine

• featured in ON THE BAY Magazine

Robin Smith, Builder

Homes Featured in Magazines

"I knew that I could tell him what I wanted and I could trust
it would be built to look like that. He was a great listener. And
our home is absolutely the home of our dreams.

–Jana Temple on the second home recently built for
her and her husband by Paragon Carpentry.

OFFERING A COMPLETE BU ILD ING SERVICE 
• GENERAL CONTRACTING 

• MAJOR RENOVATIONS • ADDIT IONS

www.homesbyparagoncarpentr y.com
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C
SMOKEY PAPRIKA ALMONDS

These delicious smokey almonds evoke 
Spanish tapas bars and are perfect for 
spontaneous gatherings or get-togethers. 
But the best thing is that they are super 
quick to prepare. If you like things more 
spicy, adjust the cayenne pepper to taste.

2 tbsp extra-virgin olive oil

1 tbsp smoked paprika

1 ½ tsp sea salt

Pinch cayenne pepper

4 cups almonds, with skin on

In large bowl, stir together oil, paprika, salt 
and cayenne pepper. Add almonds, stirring 
until coated. 
Arrange on baking sheet. Bake in 325˚F 
oven, stirring once, until almonds are 
slightly darker and some of the skins 
are beginning to crack.  Let cool for 
10 minutes to enjoy warm, or serve at  
room temperature.

FIVE-SPICE MIXED NUTS

Five-spice powder is a mixture of spices 
commonly used in Chinese cooking. The 
most common combination of spices is star 
anise, cloves, cinnamon, Sichuan pepper 
and ground fennel seeds. Look for jars of 
this fragrant spice blend in the spice aisle 
of most grocery stores. 

2 egg whites

4 tsp five-spice powder

1 tbsp icing sugar

2 tsp soy sauce

4 cups mixed unsalted nuts

In large bowl, beat together egg whites, 
five-spice powder, icing sugar and soy sauce. 
Add nuts, stirring until coated.
Arrange on parchment-paper-lined, or 
greased, baking sheet. Bake in 300˚F 
oven until nuts are light golden, about 20 
minutes.
Let cool enough to handle, then break up 
any clumps. 

SWEET & SPICY PECANS

The combination of caramelized brown 
sugar and chili powder is fantastic on roasted 
pecans. For an easy variation, substitute the 
pecans with unsalted walnut halves.

¼ cup packed brown sugar

2 tbsp butter

1 tbsp water

1 tbsp chili powder

½ tsp cayenne pepper

¼ tsp cinnamon

4 cups unsalted pecan halves

In saucepan, melt brown sugar, butter and 
water together over medium heat, stirring 
until sugar dissolves, about 2 minutes. Boil, 
stirring constantly, for 1 minute. Stir in chili 
powder, cayenne pepper and cinnamon until 
combined. Add pecans, stirring until coated.
Arrange on parchment-paper-lined, or 
greased, baking sheet. Bake in 350˚F oven 
for 15 minutes. Let cool enough to handle, 
then break up any clumps.  OH

EASY
NIBBLES
for the holidays

BY MARIA DASILVA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT HUNTER

Cocktail parties, family get-togethers and lots of unexpected guests 
can mean only one thing: the holidays are drawing near. And what better 
set of recipes to have in your collection than some easy, last-minute, quick-
to-prepare spiced nuts. They offer a great snack to munch on while guests 
are arriving, they pair nicely with any cocktail or beer, and are even better 
with champagne or sparkling wine. Or make a double batch for simple 
gifts from your kitchen. Very versatile, very easy and very tasty. Now if 
only the rest of the celebrations could be so simple!

Happy Holidays! 

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

* THE INDUSTRY’S MOST AWARD-WINNING WINE *  

* THE GEORGIAN TRIANGLE’S FAVOURITE WINEMAKER * 

* WINNER OF 3 PERSONAL GOLD MEDALS IN 2011 *

RETAIL-QUALITY WINES.

BETTER THAN RETAIL PRICES.

175 Marsh Street, Clarksburg

519-599-7335 
www.thesilvervine.com

Derek’s 
“Great Wine” Guarantee 

You’ll like it, 
or we’ll replace it!  

Great Wine.

GUARANTEED.

THE SILVER VINE.  WINE.  MADE BETTER.

SILVERVINE_F11.indd   1 11-10-25   10:50 AM

For ALL your renovation needs... do it the Wright Way!

PAINTING & DECORATING  •  ADDITIONS  •  KITCHENS   

BATHROOMS  •  BASEMENTS  •  DECKS/FENCES    

WINDOWS & DOORS  •  ROOFING~FASCIA, SOFFITS, ETC.

705 444.7700
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PUT ARing
             ON IT
Add some handmade bling or rustic-charm to your finest napkins. OH

BY  TARA  CHATTELL  AND  ASHLEY  C I POLLONE
Vis it 

www.ourhomesmagazine.com 
/napkinr ings

for  step-by-step instruct ions.

Beads on a wire

Raffia, ribbon or fabric wrapped 
around a cardboard tube

Twigs glued to a cardboard tube

Burn fabric edges to 
create flower petals

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

ONLINE EXCLUSIVE

CORINTHIAN
Kitchen & Bath Studio

No obligation quotes • Professional design services
Full kitchen and bath renovation services • Stone, laminate and solid surface counters

Dining furniture • Linens •  Home décor and accessories 

519-599-2800
1-877-349-2800

Come and visit our showroom.
99 King St. E., Kings Court Mall, Thornbury

www.corinthiankitchens.com

Corinthian_F11.indd   1 11-10-21   9:26 AM
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REGISTER TODAY FOR FULL DETAILS!

     It's not just a home,
It’s a destination. A place to fall in love with.

Luxury appointed condominiums from $259,900 to over $800,000 

Colliers Macaulay Nicolls (Ontario) Inc. Brokerage. Exclusive Brokerage for Admiral Collingwood Place.
Prices and speci�cations subject to change without notice. E.&O.E.

NOW PREVIEWING...

theadmiralcondos.com

Enjoy delightful Downtown Collingwood living at the corner of Hume and Hurontario Streets, 
with access to quaint shops, exquisite dining and spectacular views of Blue Mountain and 
Georgian Bay. Exciting roo�op amenities include: Landscaped Gardens, Outdoor Cabanas 
with BBQ’s, a Lounge and Fitness Room.

Visit our Presentation Centre at 290 Hurontario St., Suite 105 or call us at 705 445 8885.


