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www.kevinwoolham.com

: . MILLENNIUM INC.
Erokeroge™
72 Hurontario St. Collingwood ON L9Y 218

Connected to More
v~ 2011 CENTURION® Sales Award Winner**
v~ 2012 Director for Georgian Triangle Association of REALTORS®

Call or email Kevin Today!

KeVin Woolhqm Direct 705.888.1219 Email info@kevinwoolham.com
Sales representative, SRES® Office 705.445.5640 Toll Free 866.669.6608

Offices in
Brampton, Collingwood,
Thornbury & Wasaga Beach

FEATURE LISTING - 295 Second St - $264,900 3 Alyssa 19 Braeside 114 Cedar

N T Y N R R e AL R R Pl | Ceorgian Meadows Hampshire | Great for first time homebuyers. § Warm, updated century home
home has been perfectly cared for. The backyard oasis with model, 3 bed, 2.5 bath, custom Many upgrades done and with a brand new 2 car coach
gorgeous deck and perennials is just the start. Call us now! kitchen and oversized lof. on huge lot! house, full bath and gas f/p.

$356,900 $179,000 $439,000

55 Trott

164 High Bluff

Chateau Ridge

Income property Great price for 2 bed/2 bath
with great potential. condo with large kitchen
Current tenants willing to stay. and patio.
$599,000 $139,900

BUILDERS CORNER

Thinking of building your dream home?

Skiin / ski out and
New pvd driveway & landscaping. walking distance to
Free snow removal for 3 years! the Village at Blue!
$739,900 from $222,000 to $259,000

More available

from $87,900 to $131,900

Blue Mountain

y! % T

Ravenna

» &

e

We've done the networking. We have the contacts.
Let us connect you. It's FREE.

v/ Wide variety of both MLS® and exclusive building
lots.

v/ Prime lot locations throughout Blue Mountain
and surrounding areas.

v~ Working knowledge of local trades & building
requirements.

Vacation & investment opportunities v/ MANY exclusive ski in/out lots available.

Let our team of professionals share their knowledge
of the area with you before making a decision.

Several with water views.

106 Ha Valley Road - $549,900
Call us today! ppy Valley 3

J oS ée Rin rd Full slopeside views from $425,000 to $725,000!

Sales representative

705-770-8855 | info@joseerivard.com Lora Bay lots - from $179,000 to $425,000

B

www.kevinwoolham.com
or call us today 705.888.1219

Marketing

Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. *Independently Owned and Operated. E&OE ** Award information available at Century 21 Millennium Inc.

BRIARWOOD

Now Available at Collingwood’s Best Communi
- a Limited Release of New Attached Singles

24

Perfectly located on the Collingwood Trail. Hike, bike
or sail, enjoy a round of golf, ski the slopes, shop and
dine to your heart’s content. It’s all right here!

Thursday to Monday 12 to 5 PM 1-888 257-1999
Tuesday, Wednesday 705 293-3311

e ] & Holidays by Appointment ¥ Attached at Garage Only

BEGISTER NOW/!

FREEHOLD TOWNS FROM THE LOW $200’s

Prices & Specifications are Subject to Change without Notice. Artist Concept. E.&O.E.

briarvwoodhomes.ca



THE ONLY GAS FURNACES
MADE IN CANADA

ULTIMATE

€

WHY PURCHASE A NAPOLEON" FURNACE?
Manufactured in Barrie ON
High Efficiency Gas Furnace 97.1%

Most efficient two stage gas furnace .

-NAPOLEON-

e All parts are North American made

e President’s Limited Lifetime Warranty

CALL FOR A NO CHARGE

Energy Star Rated
IN HOME QUOTE!

The only furnace with ultra violet protection

OLEON home

com$ort

705.721.1214 24 Napoleon Road, Hwy 11 & 93 Barrie napoleonhomecomfort.com

- Experience the Difference Experience Makes -

four seasons realty limited, Brokerage

(705) 445 * 8500

67 First Street, Collingwood

PRETTY RIVER 28 acre private estate has the Pretty River cross-
ing the entire property. Custom built 3600 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 2 1/2
bath home features cathedral ceilings & a floor to ceiling stone gas
fireplace. Open concept kitchen/dining area with lots of windows.
Magnificent retreat located 10 minutes from the Devil’s Glen Ski Club
& 5 minutes to Osler bluff Ski Club. $1,500,000. MLS®#20124890

UNIQUE & PRIVATE RETREAT. Custom built 2500 sq. ft. 3 bed-
room, 3 bath chalet on 16 acres on the Niagara Escarpment. For-
est setting overlooking Georgian Bay backing on to 900 acres of
green space. Close to all amenities. Groomed trails leading to the
slopes of Georgian Peaks Ski Club. Open concept main level with
maple floors, floor to ceiling windows & large custom cherry kitchen.
$1,495,000. MLS®#20125092

—

ALPINE HILLS Luxurious mountain chalet. 3850 sq. ft. Architecturally
designed. Loaded with character. 4 bedroom, 3%z baths, wood burning fire-
place, upgraded fixtures, reclaimed wood floors. Double garage with inside
entry on treed lot with extensive landscaping. Winter view of Georgian Bay
& ski hills. Close to Craigleith & Alpine ski clubs & Intrawest village. Walk to
Northwinds Beach $1,450,000. MLS®#20115531

NIPISSING RIDGE. Magnificent Post & Beam chalet custom built by
Patrick Coulter & Associates. Over 7200 sq. ft. of finished space with
7 bdrms, 5%2 baths, towering stone wood burning fireplace, reclaimed
Hemlock wood floors, gourmet kitchen. Views of Georgian Bay. Close
to Craigleith, Alpine & Georgian Peaks Ski Clubs & Northwinds Beach.
$1,950,000. MLS®#20123189

Brad Williams

Broker

705.444.4646 pirect

www.bradwilliamsrealtor.com
brad@bradwilliamsrealtor.com
Lifetime Achievement Award

GEORGIAN BAY CLUB Custom build 6 bdrm., 3 1/2 bath chalet by
Patrick coulter & Associates. 4000 sq. ft. of living space, soaring
vaulted ceilings in the Great Room w/stone faced wood burning fire-
place & 3/4” Hickory wood floors. Main floor master suite w/ gas fire-
place. Stunning kitchen with quartz counters. Finished lower level w
/ large family room. $1,550,000. MLS®#20122581

mfﬂ"gh

ALLENWOOD BEACH Immaculate 4 bedroom, 2 bath, 1600 sq. ft.
beachfront cottage. Open concept with skylight, wood burning fire-
place, huge wraparound deck, walkout on lower level to an outdoor hot
tub. Modern kitchen. $499,900. MLS®#20123973

CREEKSIDE Beautiful 2 storey 3 bedroom, 3%z bath home located in
a desirable family oriented neighbourhood in Collingwood. Kitchen
includes a pantry. Hardwood & ceramic flooring throughout the main
floor with Berber carpet on the 2nd level. Fully finished & approved

lower level bachelor apartment with separate entrance. $344,000.
MLS®#20122575

SILVER GLEN PRESERVE Immaculate end unit in Silver glen Pre-
serve with 3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 bath. Upgraded kitchen with stainless
steel appliances & a breakfast nook. Open concept dining / living
area, hardwood floors & a gas fireplace. Bright fully finished base-
ment with a 3 pc bath. Attached single car garage with inside entry.
No HST!! $279,900. MLS®#20121014

COLLINGWOODLANDS 5 bdrms., 3 1/2 bath French country home is
located on 3 private acres. Spacious open concept floor plan is fabu-
lours for entertaining. Great Rm. has soaring cathedral ceilings with
exposed wood beams along with a limestone faced wood burning fire-
place. Main level features custom wide planked Larchwood floors from
Germany. Custom kitchen with heated Caribbean limestone tile floors.
$1,495,000. MLS®#20125578

—— . [

SILVER GLEN PRESERVE Brand new end unit backing onto a well
treed green space beside a parkette 2 + 1 bedroom townhouse unit
with 2 ensuite bathroom. Finished lower level with 3 pc bath, walkout to
spacious deck. Open concept on main level with a unique centre island

counter in the kitchen. Single car garage with inside entry. $325,000.
MLS®#20124219

CHATEAU RIDGE .Ski-in Ski-out from Blue Mountain’s Happy Valley
ski run. This 2 bdrm, 2 bath end unit is the largest model with beauti-
ful upgrades, vaulted ceilings & great views. Open concept living &
dining area with main floor laundry room. You can easily walk to the
Village @ Blue where you will find world class restaurants, shopping
& family activities. $249,900. MLS®#20121104

SIERRA WOODLANDS .Fabulous end unit. 3 bedroom, 3 bath town
home back onto a protected green space, very private. Vaulted ceilings
and a stone faced gas fireplace. Hardwood floors, granite counters &
a custom kitchen. Huge deck off the living room. Oversized double car
garage with an inside entry below. Just minutes to the Alpine Ski Club
& a short walk to the Craigleith Ski Club. $495,000. MLS®#20124653



We:«e not 1

number

YOU ARE!

Proven time & again, themoviegals.com
use their successful internet marketing
tools to get your home sold.

Making you number 1 has
proven successful:

2009 Chestnut Park Director’s Award

2010 Chestnut Park President’s Award

2011 Chestnut Park Chairman’s Award

JUST LAUNGHED PHASE 2 CONDOS

New Model Suite - Exceptional Price! . aw

. ’
e 5 Appliances e |CF (Insulated Concrete Forms) W(/ . _
* 9’ Ceilings Construction - o T Ly
e Master bedroom with ensuite e Swimming pool, tennis court THORNBURY Mulmur Privacy $1,495,000 1860 Farmhouse $1,150,000 FarHills NEW 2 Bedroom $198,962 Simply Exquisite $1,650,000
. . Custom timberframe, 64 acres, Recently renovated 3 bed/2.5 1268 sq.ft, ICF construction, 9’ 3100 sq.ft, panoramic view of Bay,
bath: double Smksj sgparate and Club house . 4 bdrm, wine cellar, gym, screen  bath, 48 acres, spacious rooms, ceilings, spacious patio & storage, 8 acres, pond, neighbouring miles
shower and tub with jets * 1 Bedroom, 2 bedrooms Townhomes starting from porch, geothermal, tennis court.  original features, bank barn. underground parking, pool, tennis. of trails, minutes to Osler.

e Underground parking and 2 bedrooms plus s
with storage room den available 299’900
e Spacious patios
Condos starting from

Gooetnbed: S e 153,900

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE LIMITED, BROKERAGE Far Hills #14 $324,900 Tanglewo $339,000 Christie Beach $249,000 Views of Georgian Bay $490,000
AN 393 First Street, Suite 100, Collingwood, ON LgY 1B3 3 Bdrm, 2%/, bath, 1850 sq.ft, Rare end unit, 3 bdrm, 27/, bath, Recently updated 4 bdrm, 2 bath, 4 Bdrm, 2966 sq.ft, walk out, triple
\S22 www.chestnutpark.com 705.445.5454 granite, hardwood floors, ¢’ ceil- granite, pine trim, dble garage, 2 acres, hardwood floors, steps  garage. Cathedral ceilings, built in
CHESTNUT ings, ss appliances, mudroom. pantry and loads of upgrades. to Georgian Trail and beach! cabinetry, mudroom, pool, 15 acres.

PARK Call themoviegals.com
today to talk about
listing your home.

FOR RENT

COLLINGWOOD

Cranberry Links — 2 Bdrm, 2 bath,
gas fireplace, walkout, deck $1200+

THORNBURY e FARHILLS

1 Bdrm, 1 bath $1000+

' 2 Bdrm, 2 bath, interior $1250+

B 2 Bdrm, 2 bath, corner $1350+
99,000 FarHills #31 $414,900  Above with underground parking,

Models Open:
Saturday, Sunday :
12:00 am — 5:00 pm Barb Thompson

FarHills NEW 1 Bedroom $153,900 Minutes to Devil’s Glen $3

. . 981 sq.ft, 9’ ceilings, spacious  Converted century commercial 3 Bdrm, 2/, bath, den, 2400 sq.ft, storage. ss appliances. eranite
or by appointment. & Anita Lauer patio, underground parking, space, 4,000+ sq.ft, loft like open hardwood, granite, 5 appliances, patiogtt’ennistr)ld swin;rﬁing p(;ol
25 Beaver Street, Thornbury SALES REPRESENTATIVES storage room, pool & tennis. plan, 6 bdrm, sauna, 2 fireplaces. mudroom, double car garage. ’ ’

www.themoviegals.com Real estate in action!



Doug Gillis

Broker

Direct: 705.444.3853 | doug@douggillis.ca

RE/MAX Top 100
Nationwide 2011

¢ | REAMBX |\

LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD

ab

NIPISSING RIDGE

Unique, architecturally designed 4800 sq.
ft. chalet. 7 bedrooms and 4/1
bathrooms. Close to ski hills, golf and
Georgian Bay.

MLS®#20122718 $769,000

INCREDIBLE LOCATION

5 bedroom chalet located on private,
treed lot at base of Blue ski runs.
Very unique property, walking
distance to Village.

MLS®#20125082 $779,000

4 SEASON CHALET WITH
VIEW OF HILLS

Open concept main level, 3 bedrooms,
1% baths. Unobstructed view of
mountain from living room.

MLS® #20125069 $459,000

FAMILY CHALET AT BLUE

4 bedroom, 3 % bath 2 level chalet with
finished basement. Wood burning
fireplace, large deck, great view of the
ski hills.

MLS® #20125226 $599,000

25+ ACRE RETREAT PROPERTY
Unique & special property in the heart of
nature. NEC development permit in place.
Existing 2 bedroom, 1 bathroom chalet &
single car garage

MLS® #20124765 $449,000

SNOWBRIDGE

Stunning, custom built 6,000+ sg.foot
post & beam chalet with 5 bedrooms & 5
baths. Unobstructed views of Blue
Mount. ski hills & Monterra golf course.

MLS® #20122295 $1,249,000

ORIGINAL BLUE MTN. CHALET
3 bedroom 2,000 sq. foot chalet located
on large, treed lot on quiet cul-de-sac.
Walk across the street to the lifts. Move
in condition.

MLS® #20125492 $389,000

SNOWBRIDGE

Stunning 5 bedroom, 4 2 bath Post &
Beam chalet backing onto 16th hole at
Monterra. Beautifully finished home
with many upgrades.

MLS® #20123914 $899,000

COUNTRY ESTATE

Spectacular and unique 6400 sg. foot
stone chalet/home on 11.78 acres near
Ravenna. Short drive to ski resorts and
golf courses.

MLS®#20125412 $1,784,484

ALTA SUBDIVISION

Bright & airy 3575 sq. foot chalet with
views to the Mountain. Large principal
rooms, beautiful detailed stone & tile
work throughout.

MLS® #20125215 $995,000

GREAT HOME & LOCATION
Charming 1750 sq. foot home in
desirable area of Collingwood. 3
bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 fireplaces, main
floor master with ensuite.

MLS® #20124556 $369,000

PREMIER CHALET AT BLUE
4,000 sq. foot 4 bedroom chalet across
from ski lifts & South Base. Incredible
views from all rooms. Walk to Intrawest
Village.

MLS® #20124882 $899,000

SNOWBRIDGE

Beautifully designed custom built home
with 5 bedrooms, 3 %2 baths, 3700 sq. ft.
Shuttle service to Village; use of
community pool.

MLS® #20122654 $779,000

SUMMIT VIEW ESTATES

5 bedroom 3 % bath chalet located on a
very large lot. Fieldstone wood burning
fireplace, timber frame wood beams &

hardwood floors.

MLS® #20125333 $739,000

BROOKER BLVD

Attractive chalet/home walking distance
to Village at Blue. Open living/dining
area with gas fireplace. Fully finished
lower level. Many upgrades.

MLS® #20125470 $529,000

BASE OF BLUE

Custom built 6 bedroom chalet at the
foot of O-Hill. 25 x 25’ great room,
incredible kitchen, main floor master,
fully finished lower level.

MLS® #20123637 $1,199,000

four seasons realty limited, Brokerage
67 First Street, Collingwood

705.444,3853

ri

i

abbott

building design
site planning
interior design

416.944.2898 ext 202
brad@abbottdesign.ca
www.abbottdesign.ca
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BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

BT

Your home.
SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM TRIM, DOORS & STAIRS SINCE 1985 | SUPPLY & INSTALL

N our home is where you and your family are secure. It's the re{ug'e. The

safe place. The comfort zone. And Huronia is dedicated to maintaining
that feeling. Not ljy being obvious, and making your home a fortress, but

l)y providing‘ and monitoring the systems that lzeep you, your {amily, your
home... secure.

Building or renovating your home? Our team of experts
are here to help make it easier than ever to assist you

in your selection of trim/doors/stairs/railings.

- We provide the hardware, and the {riencﬂy voice, that you can depend on
H “ ron Ia in your community. And because we own the local monitoring station...
Security & Monitoring it really is Huronia you contact.
Fire & Safety
Home Theatre

Call us toclay to talk security, for your home and family.
Mon-Fri 7-5pm Sat 9-3pm

52 Saunders Rd, Barrie
WWW.

1.800.265.3465 705.739.2200

.com Safe. Secure. And Sound.

s awhed

www.huroniaalarms.com

Collingwood 705-445-4444 e 800-504-3053  Midland 705-792-9311 e 888-363-9311




Introducing Private Client Insurance

a new offering created with yoz in mind

N e o—— =
e T e L e T —
SRS
:

.. for clients who expect more

You treasure your one-of-a-kind possessions — whether your estate home, secondary residence, jewellery, fine wine
or an art collection, your treasured possessions are more than mere assets. They are experiences to be cherished

You’ll find us in
SUTHERLAND INSURANCE better homes everYWhere

Guelph | Collingwood CEDARPORT Thornbury - King's Court Plaza Highway 26 519.599.6252 800.347.7724

Phone: (519) 822-0160 CORARAT™™ orangeville - 76 Centennial Road, #4 (b appointment)  519.941.7208  800.668.2087

along with family and friends. Experience our seamless customer experience uniquely tailored to you.

Toll Free: 1-800-263-1032

Visit rsabroker.ca for more information. Suther landinsur ance.com

www.cedarport.ca

We are proud to offer RSA insurance products.
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Mother nature supplies the snow... %

ADMIRAL
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—— Luxurious Living in the Heart of Collingwood

Enjoy condominium living in delightful Downtown Collingwood at the corner of Hume
and Hurontario Streets, with access to quaint shops, exquisite dining and spectacular views
of Blue Mountain and Georgian Bay. Exciting rooftop amenities include: Landscaped Gardens,
Outdoor Cabanas with BBQ’s, a Lounge and Fitness Room.

Special Release! Limited supply of suites at $219,900!

From $219,900 to over $900,000
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Visit us today at 290 Hurontario St., Suite 105 Collingwood. 705-445-8885 or Register:

Visit Chantico Fireplace Gallery — the first choice of homeowners and custom builders

theadmiralcondos.com s

( l l AN | l ( O Brokers Protected. Prices and specifications subject to change without notice. E.&O.E. All renderings are artist’s concept only. EuﬁtonE n:Lo::u:‘:xS é;.zfs
209784 Hwy. 26 | Craigleith Ontario LOY 479  Tel | 705 | 445 | 9688

%ﬂeﬁ/cwe ya//m’% Email | chanticofireplaces@royers.com  Website | www.chanticofireplaces.com




editor’s note

SmartRIn

by The Landmark Group
. At

EVERY CHRISTMAS EVE my Mom listens to The Peak FM Hospital

Christmas Draw. She makes sure the house is nice and clean and that the
radio’s on in every room so as not to miss her name being read from one
of the many ballots she purchased. As my sisters and I got a bit older, we
joined in her tradition, often baking while we listened (though I'm more
of an eater than a baker).

Our family has won many prizes in the draw over the years, including a
drill set, a fire extinguisher and an ugly blue desk, but it’s really not about
the prizes or even the draw itself; it's the tradition.

Later after the draw, we would watch It’s a Wonderful Life — a
tradition Adam and I continue even if we’re not with my Mom.

When we were kids, my sisters and I would stay in the same room,
wide-awake, sharing the excitement of what Christmas Day would bring,
We would creep into our parents’ bedroom around 5 a.m. and beg our Dad
to go downstairs to see if Santa had come and gone. Dad would always
take his time while the four of us (Mom included) waited anxiously for
him so we could all barrel down towards our favourite morning. After
unwrapping our gifts and dressing in one of our new outfits, we would
head over to my Grandma and Papa’s house for a second round of opening
gifts and the most delicious turkey dinner.

My Grandma was the spirit of Christmas. She put so much time and
care into everything she did. All of her gifts were wrapped with gorgeous
ribbons and bows and all the ornaments on her tree, thoughtfully
collected over the years, were perfectly placed. When my Grandma passed
away I was grateful to inherit her decorations. The reds and golds are more
traditional than my personal style, but I let that go because every year
they remind me of our traditions and of what's truly important during
the holiday season.

What are your favourite traditions and memories? Mary Norris, the
owner of this issue’s cover home, celebrates Christmas morning with a
breakfast of Eggs Benedict. You can see her beautifully decorated home
on page 42, and in person. Mary’s home is one of six on the Collingwood
Holiday House Tour, which OUR HOMES has proudly sponsored. All
proceeds go to the charity of the homeowners’ choice. For more information
about this wonderful event, go to www.ourhomesmagazine.com.

Whether you're continuing favourite traditions or Creating new ones,
make this holiday season a memorable one!

E{l:ers, I : ﬁ ﬁ?‘_* :
Dhe/by
- . Group

Shelby Hilson, Associate Editor
shelby@ourhomesmagazine.com

L5 Follow us @0OurHomesMag

16 ourhomes fall/holiday 2012 Srnart“rl{.[a 5-]‘;.599.295?



OPENING FALL 2012

Habutat

INTERIORS INC.

HOME FURNISHINGS,
DECOR AND
DESIGN STUDIO

54 King St. E | Thornbury | 226.665.5550

www.habitatinteriors.ca

yramwell sharp design

A reflection of you., EXxperience it.

bramwellsharp.com
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Stuck o
~ence | 7

Don't let the media hype stop you from seizing a great real estate

opportunity. Interest rates remain the lowest in history, and our local
real estate market continues to prove it is both unique and robust.
Let the Beaumont Kearns Team and their expertise help

you navigate through today’s market.

Let’s get started.

27 Arthur Street West r_ N  Michael Kearns Doug Beaumont
Thornbury, NOH 2P0 Sales Person Broker
Office: 519.599.2136 A4 7058882888 705.606.1046

Your Home Sold. The Modern Way.
www.beaumontkearns.com

LOCATIONS I\IORTH

ROYAL LEPAGE

IS— (111111110 Not intended to solicit any property currently listed for sale.

AN\ BEAUMONTKEARNS TEAM

Homes Featured in Magazines

o featured in CANADIAN HOUSE & HOME Magazine

o featured in ON THE BAY Magazine
o featured in OUR HOMES Magazine

our home is absolutely the home of our dreams.

"I knew that I could tell him what I wanted and I could trust
it would be built to look like that. He was a great listener. And

—Jana Temple on the second home recently built for
her and her husband by Paragon Carpentry.

PARAGON

CARPENTRY

Robin Smith, Builder

* GENERAL CONTRACTING

A Model of Excellence
www.homesbyparagoncarpentry.com

OFFERING A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE

* MAJOR RENOVATIONS < ADDITIONS
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Introducing

ADORNII
Fodyue

formerly known as PAMPER &« SOOTHE
13 Louisa St. E. in Thornbury

.Y

Please join us in celebrating our
name change and the upcoming
Holiday season at our

We have the most unique gifts and
beautiful holiday decor items for you and

your friends this season, please join us and
enjoy surprise discounts and Holiday Cheer!

X

For more information please call Renée at

519.599.6461

Find us on facebook

Holiday Celebrations
With On The H|II Catering

Let us help plan your party!

Lisa On The Hill
705.351.2228
onthehillconcierge.com

ON THE HILL

e Linkedin

Follow us
- facebook.com/onthehillconcierge @LisaOnTheHill |n On the Hill Concierge

publisher’s note

IT'S HARD TO

BELIEVE that we
have been publishing
OUR HOMES in
Southern Georgian
Bay for seven full years

Asyoulikely know
by now, Southern
Georgian Bay is the
cradle of what has
become an Ontario-
wide magazine brand.
The first-ever issues
were published here,
and now, OUR HOMES is published in 17 different regions by our
many franchisees.

For our success, I owe a huge thank you to all of our supporters
- readers and advertisers - for creating a culture that has become so
much larger, more wonderful and far richer than I could have imagined.
I always chuckle when people congratulate me (me!) on the success of
OUR HOMES, when in actuality, it has been my team, not me, that has
created this wonderful publication. I give the credit to our franchisees
and our staff. I have been tremendously blessed to attract and retain some
incredible and loyal talent to OUR HOMES, and over the past seven years
I have seen this talent emerge and flourish.

I am a big believer in this business philosophy: hire people who are
better than you. I am happy to report that this concept is working very,
very well, and it’s one that I'm currently building on here, with our
flagship magazine OUR HOMES Southern Georgian Bay.

Simone Sterio-Risk joined our team six years ago as a Senior Account
Manager. She has proven to be an excellent asset and has done an
incredible job with our business partners and advertisers, helping them
build their businesses through OUR HOMES. Simone is a tremendous
communicator, a hard (and smart) worker, and a knowledgeable and wise
marketer who is also very connected.

With such incredible company growth, a higher demand for my time
made me aware that Simone would eventually take on more responsibility
in helping me with my publishing duties. Ineeded to ensure I had someone
very capable at the helm of OUR HOMES for Southern Georgian Bay -
someone to ensure that our advertisers continue to receive the very best
value, and that our readers are always served with inspiring content, as
this will always remain our focus. And so, I am very pleased to announce
that Simone has stepped into the role of Associate Publisher here in
Southern Georgian Bay! We look forward to many, many more years of
exceptional issues under her direction.

Cheers,

A=

Publisher, Southern Georgian Bay
President, OUR HOMES Media Group Inc.

david@ourhomesmagazine.com
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COME DOWNTOWN
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Collingwood Downtown makes holiday shopping
exciting again. Come downtown this holiday season
to shop, dine or spend a night out. Downtown is
packed with diverse shopping and dining experiences
and everything is within easy walking distance.
Unique treats for everyone on your list, in a place you
will want to explore again and again.

*#« Christmas Launch
Saturday, November 24

Features a Holiday Farmers’ Market,
visits with Santa’s reindeer-in-raining,
Living Christmas Windows, the
magical nighttime Santa Claus parade,
and the official lighting of the town’s
Christmas Tree.

»# Visit With Santa Claus
every Saturday throughout
December until Christmas.

»¥ Ice Sculpture Festival it for a Queen
December 27 to January 1

Details at collingwooddowntown.com
facebook.com/collingwooddowntown

dlﬂA ood

ocdred

124’ X 243’

115’ X 243’

115X 222

118 X222
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“It's a wonderful mix of
people here, from young
families to retirees. | am

five minutes away from

- Mary Ardito &
Paul Jakeway

downtown Collingwood
and we can be at Blue
Mountain in less than

Happy Georgian Meadows

10 minutes.” Community Residents Since 2010

STARTING $ 2 6 O *
FROM THE S O

TWO-STOREY DESIGNS ON 36’ & 40’ LOTS

6 KAYLA CRESCENT, COLLINGWOOD, ON

Mon-Thurs: 1-6 pm, Fri-Sun: 12-5 pm
705.444.8344
WWW.SHERWOODHOMESLTD.COM

ENERGY STAR® is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural
Resources Canada. Used with permission.

*Prices and specifications subject to change. See sales representatives for
more details. E. & O.E. Rendering is artists concept. Sept. 2010.

C AMNADA

advice

BATHROOM
/1 CrLO0lLor?

| would like to renovate my bathroom and make it
more contemporary in feel, but I would prefer not
to waste my existing vanity. Is it worth keeping and
will I be married to ifs look if | do? — Helen

A bathroom renovation can be one of the most satisfying changes you'll
make in your home and well worth the effort for both enjoyment and
value. The key to this project (as always): Planning, planning, planning)

You can certainly give your vanity a facelift, changing the look and feel
entirely, but it’s only worth it if the piece is good quality to begin with.
Also consider the amount you would truly be saving. In order to update
that vanity, you need to send it to a refinisher, incurring a delivery charge
plus the cost of refinishing. If you decide to purchase new, look into
donating it for a tax receipt to offset some of the cost.

WHILE THE WALLS ARE DOWN...

There are lots of small cavities within your walls that can be made into
storage spaces. With 16 inches between the studs, that leaves at least 10 inches
(asafe measure) for the interior of a tall and skinny storage cabinet. Q-tips, soap,
lotions — all of these smaller items — can be tucked into a convenient cabinet.

The same rules apply within the shower. Measure the largest bottle of
shampoo that you would typically have on hand and design around that.
Make sure the shampoo recess within your shower is large enough and
has an extra shelf for soap and razors too. These can be tiled or made out
of stone as a single unit and slipped into place. Glass shelves also work
well, but I recommend thicker than standard to give a weightier look.

If you can squeeze a linen closet into your room, this will be a huge
asset. Towels, toilet paper, plunger (measure the height and make sure it
tucks discreetly under the bottom shelf) — all items remain hidden but
still within the room for easy access.

UNDER THE GLOSSY FINISHES

The finishing touches are always the most fun, but don't forget about
what goes on underneath them. If your floor was cold, consider radiant
heat. This can be done with an electric pad that’s set on a thermostat. It’s
aminor upgrade but feels like complete luxury.

HINT: Don't forget about accessories to complete your look:

g !

WAC LIGHTING

CRATE & BARREL

KOHLER

/1;-)

HUMAMsT
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Designer Stephanie Redmond
answers your questions.

If you didr't have good air circulation, now is the time to rectify that
problem. Add a fan or re-route your current venting while the walls are
exposed. Have an unwanted bulkhead? Maybe now is the time to see if that
can be eliminated. Think while it’s open. You won't fix it once you've finished.

THE FUN PART

Whether yowve kept magazine clippings or have a Houzz.com
account, study your images to assemble the look and feel. Choose finishes
for longevity, even if it means spending a little more than anticipated
on one or two things. Spend on countertops and quality trades; save on
items like mirrors, lighting and hardware. The best way to make these
decisions? Go shopping and see what's out there! Suppliers are happy
lending samples to take home and look at in the space.

Here are some tips to achieving a modern look

1. Run your floor tile into the shower and eliminate the “curb” (the step
up into the shower).

2. Use alinear drain at the edge of the shower (these can be pricey, check
your budget).

3. Consider a “floating” vanity (no legs) that is mounted to the wall.

4. Fill the space above the vanity with mirror rather than using a
decorative piece.

5. Investigate wall-mounted toilets and freestanding tubs.

6. Choose small, simple sconces.

7. Use wall-mounted faucets set into your backsplash.

Creating a more contemporary look comes down to simplifying the
aesthetic but the key is to do it well. Good quality finishing and well
thought-out details make or break a project. So, can you re-use that
existing vanity to create your modern look? Likely yes, but you better
start planning! o

KOHLER

KOHLER

SUGATSUNE

BELMONT

LANDSCAPING & DESIGN

Creemore | 705 466 2007 | belscape.com




Not just a back yard...

DESIGN/BUILD LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

John Pedlar

john@rocksolidlandscapes.ca

519.379.1772

rocksolidlandscapes.ca

grading | retaining walls | InterLock patios | walkways | plant beds | ponds | flagstone | natural stone

{7

SILVER GLEN

"IN A FOUR-SEASOR

PLAYGROUND

“We're Leaving our
Worries Behind.”

- Andrew Sanqua
& Valerie O'Brien

DROP IN AND
CHECK OUT OUR

BUNGALOWS

WITH LOFTS &
FURNISHED MODELS

Fully-furnished model tours daily.

COME HOME TO THE BEAUTY OF AUTUMN IN COLLINGWOOD

Silver Glen Blvd., Off Hwy 26 : ] [T [snrs tomepnie|
Collingwood, Ontario MODEL HOURS: ; 3

= =
TEL: 705 446 2685 Monday-Thursday 1-6 pm SHERWOOD Howgg e oat
WWW.SHERWOODHOMESLTD.COM Friday-Sunday 12-5 pm N PARTICIPANT OF

ADIVISION OF REID'S HERITAGE HOMES THE YEAR AWARD
ENERGY STAR® is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada.

Used with permission. *Prices and specifications subject to change. See sales representatives for more details. E. & O.E. Rendering is artist’s concept. Aug 2012.



style picks

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE FOX
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This season, be a fabulous host and a memorable guest with these great local finds...

28

GEORGIAN CUSTOM DECOR

(3) Finials

Add a dash of glamour and sophistication to
your home this holiday season. Pair these

sparkling finials with custom drapes, bedding
and upholstery to impress your guests. 3

194418 Grey Rd. 13
Eugenia
519.924.1907

PINETIQUES
(1) Cheeseboards
Cheese never goes untouched at a party!
That's why a cheeseboard is an entertaining
essential and a fabulous hostess gift.

It's even better if it's custom made and
affordable! Available in all shapes and sizes,
just like the shop's custom furniture.

788171 GreyRd. 13
Clarksburg

519.599.2540
www.pinetiquesfurniture.com

CORINTHIAN KITCHEN

& BATH STUDIO

(2) Apron & Tea Towels

The chef on your shopping list will be
sporting this colourful apron with cheer
all season long. Complementary tea
towels will give the whole kitchen a fresh
look. Several styles available.

99 King St. E.

Thornbury

519.599.2800

www.corinthiankitchens.com

www.georgiancustomdecor.com

ourhomes

fall/holiday 2012

THE OLD FORGE

(4) Coat Rack

This live-edge coat rack is
handcrafted from a solid piece
of black walnut and is just a
small example of the creative
custom woodwork available at
The Old Forge.

495970 GreyRd.2

Ravenna

705.441.7963

www.theoldforge.ca

GARDEN'S NEST

(6) Caldrea Beauty and Cleaning Products
Palmarosa Wild Mint, the latest addition

to Caldrea’s fragrance line, is made with
natural essential oils that are safe and
gentle for your home and body. Available as
dish soap, room spray, hand lotion, laundry
detergent and more. Display on a rustic
cake plate next to the sink.

137 Hurontario St.

Collingwood

705444.1712

Continued on page 30

LEON'S

(5) Settee

'Tis the season for mud and slush,
jackets and long johns. Offer
your company a comfortable seat
on this Best Home Furnishings
bench to remove their boots and
leave the outdoors behind.

4473 County Rd. 124 S.

Collingwood

705445.6665

www.leons.ca

ourhomes fall/holiday 2012
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style picks

DEBORAH MASTERS DESIGNS
(7) Jewelled Magnet Bracelets

Show off these stunning jewelry pieces at
your next party or give them to a special
friend. Magnetic closures make these
stackable cable bracelets and buckle
bracelets a unique and affordable find.

9 Louisa St. W.

Thornbury

519.599.6999
www.shopthornbury.com/mastersdesigns

MACDONALD'S BRANDSOURCE
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

(9) Magazine Basket

Save some wrapping paper and give a thoughtful
hostess qgift in this printed basket. How about

a bottle of wine and a cookbook? This stylish
accessory can be used around the home, like in
the bathroom to hold bath towels or magazines.
206518 Hwy. 26 E.

Medford

519.538.1620

www.macdonaldsfurniture.com ou

ourhomes fall/holiday 2012

VAN ALLAN DESIGN CENTRE
(8) Alphabet Sideboard

With one drawer for each letter of the
alphabet, this unigue solid-wood piece
will not only add a pop of personality,
but will help keep your home organized!
Great for an office, kid's room or home
bar when entertaining.

209554 Hwy. 26

Craigleith

705.2934663
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Saturday
1‘- 4| | November 17*

""\fm 2012

6 homes
10am - 4pm
Tickets $25 each

STONE

CUSTOM HOMES

A
g! DESICGN-BUILD
Construction

CEO '-F[IJ‘I.N Ei Ay CLUB

Company
Architectural
Plans

Construction
Management

Interior Design

=== Landscapes

e —— e v T

All ticket proceeds iR
going to the local charity
of the homeowner’s choice.

Special Guest Appearance

Globab

Meet  TORONTO” news anchor

Anne Mroczkowski The
for a creative gift wrapping session at
Windrose Valley, the reception site.

Purchase tickets at the following retail locations:

OUR HOMES Magazine, 279 Ste. Marie St., Collingwood (Cash Only)
Leuk Bij Hermas, 126 Hurontario St., Collingwood
FAD, Farrow Arcaro Design, 51 Hurontario St., Collingwood
Stone Custom Homes, Cranberry Mews, Collingwood
Van Allan Design, 209554 Highway 26, Blue Mountains
Cherché House of Design, 43 Bruce St., Thornbury
Masters Design, 9 Louisa St., Thornbury
Macdonalds Brandsource Furniture & Appliances,
206518 Highway 26, Meaford

For more information please visit
COLLINGWOODHOLIDAYHOUSETOUR.COM

Presented By

EVENTS(/ Ourh()mes

Sponsored by

EDGE I
itniva, al GL-J rdDiw St{:} E-!E

CRAIGLEITH
HBLA, M.Arch
\ A

ASPEN

ALPIME




INTERIOR SPACE PLANNING
1 BATH AND KITCHEN DESIGN
FARROW ARCARO DESIGN  6ySTOM FURNITURE & LIGHTING

A.R.1.D.O ACCREDITED INTERIOR DESIGN

51 Hurontario Street, Collingwood, 705 444 8330

PORTER SKELTON

& ASSOCIATESLTD

The quality design-build solution

trusted by homeowners for 25 years.
Positive relationships, creative designs and
clear process with every project.

DESIGN~BUILD~RENOVATE~RESTORE
Office-Shop: 14 Stewart Road Collingwood
705-444-1999 Info@porterskelton.com

consults - upholstery

705.445.9000
www VogellandscapeGroup.com

folio!

'1H'| bedding

Mirror, MirTor L. PATTEN & SONS
w— Quality Custom Homes Since 1958

’”“H

L. PATTEN & SONS specializes in custom-built
homes and chalefs in and around the Georgian Bay area.
Let over 50 years of experience building custom
homes work fo build you the home of your dreams.

Contact Jerry Patten
788171 Grey Rd. 13, Clarksburg 705.444.6186 info@lpattenandsons.ca

519.599.2540 pinetiquesfurniture.com \YYAVYAYYA | paftenan d sSONsS.ca

LPI planning projects
wrap-up prefty much
like this.

Private+public sector.

Wairm Z(é Your Home ﬂ(/;:'fl{f sz,fa‘fr

ot Gm« Wx/&m/é- / cm&?mf Rustic

KRISTINE LOFT

W BES BAA MCIP RPP
Principal
lN HOME DESIGN CONSULTATIONS .
: LoftPlanning.com

705.446.1168 Land Use Planning | Project Management
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For complete instructions and more homemade holiday

| ideas visit www.ourhomesmagazine.com/garlands
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ideas

Delta

Kohler

Grohe

f &

Kohler

Renovating your kitchen or bath this
season? Faucets have come a long way in
form and function and there are stylesin a
slew of finishes to fit every budget. Enjoy
a few of our favourites. 1D

N 2% N

Pfister

Delta

Pfister

Grohe /-\
i !

o

Kohler

6‘:6\

Pfister

TIPS FROM PFISTER ON WHAT TO LOOK FOR IN A NEW FAUCET.

1. Style: Be sure to choose something that not only complements
your personality, but also suits your décor.

2. Finish: The finish should fit your décor, but should also complement
the style of faucet. For example, if deciding on a traditional
faucet, one may choose a warmer finish such as Tuscan Bronze. If
confemporary is more your speed, a cooler finish such as Polished
Chrome may be more of a fit.

. Function: Make certain that your new faucet has the functionality
that you desire. Kitchen faucets offer different options when it

36 ourhomes fall/holiday 2012

We love our water. Every Canadian uses, on average, about 329 litres of water per
day, according to Environment Canada. Do your best this season to conserve water.

comes to pull-out spray heads, spray and stream functions, and
pause options.

. Configuration: Nothing is worse than picking out a faucet you
love only to realize it won't fit the sink you have. Keep in mind the
configuration of your sink when picking out faucets. For example,
how many holes do you need?

5. Water conservation: With the cost of water continuously on the
rise, another consideration is to choose a faucet that can conserve
water. You can save money and benefit the environment all at once.

For tips on conserving water go to
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/faucets

" construction
¥ renovations - additions ™%

Georgian Fi6oring Centre

Flooring - Lighting * Plumbing<\Window Coverings - Granite

705:445 4694
1268Hurontario St
CollingWood

g whmfm_m’ tuie

: g l;‘fr' &

_ beddael_reglotry
cgisti

ﬁ(;&m(' &(',let[g]ll

Riohel

P )

Showroom 84 High St, Collingwood, ON

re Lid

705+ 444 %2100

georgiandesigncentre.ca
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BY MARY HATT

Whether we're greeted by soft, cushiony chintz, or sleek
mid-century modern, every time we come through the door,
we want to look around, as if to say, “Ahh, 'm home”

fall/holiday

2012

Furniture and artwork engage us with their obvious visual statements.
But let’s not forget about the subtle power of other elements, like
fragrance, to layer the personal ambience of our homes. Of course, it’s
smart to stay away from artificially scented plug-ins or canned sprays.
These smell fake and, worse, may contain harmful chemicals.

Instead, we can infuse our homes the natural way with clean, organic
aromatherapy. Many non-chemical fragrances are available through
specialty retailers. Lynda Phillips, who owns and operates Lyn-Dys in
London carries “Air Therapy,” a USDA certified bio-based product. One of
several scents available, “Original Orange,” is a concentration of essential
oils distilled from orange peels only. While it freshens the air, this spray
is also meant to restore balance, joy and harmony.

In fact, the therapeutic attributes of essential oils are considered as
important as the scents themselves. Eucalyptus’s herbal pungency is
believed to clear the air of viruses. Citrusy lemon cleanses and bergamort,
the source of Earl Grey tea’s familiar scent, should alleviate anxiety, stress
and nervous tension.

Lavender is another effective aromatherapy staple, according to
Suzanne Steed, a former nurse who now runs Steed and Company
Lavender Farm in Aylmer. “It’s a really interesting herb,” she says, adding,
“It has a calming fragrance that also makes the home very fresh.”

Steed reports that her linen spray, made from the pure essential oil of
English lavender, is now her number-one seller. She praises lavender’s pretty
purplish-blue plant for its antiseptic quality as well as its compelling, pine-
like scent. “People are now spraying it on their mattresses to get rid of dust
mites,” Steed says. “It’s a natural pesticide, as well as a natural relaxant.”

Lavender spray can be purchased from retailers or it can be homemade
using pure essential lavender oil. “Just play around with the proportions of oil
towater,” Steed advises, adding the strength of scent is a highly personal choice.

Versatile lavender is often used in potpourri, as well. Making potpourri
is time consuming, but if one is up to the task, the end result will be
amixture that’s as decorative as it is fragrant. Even consider an old-
fashioned simmer pot, which will have the aroma of citrus peels, spices
and dried flowers and herbs wafting through the house in no time.

When it comes to natural fragrances for the home, choice is limited
only by our imaginations. It’s a creative exercise... and one best finished
with a deep, cleansing breath.

For a natural simmer pot recipe visit
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/homefragrance

HOME FRAGRANCE RECIPES

1. ROOM SPRAY

It's easy to make your own room sprays using pure
essential oils and purified distilled water (avoid synthetic
oils and tap water containing chlorine and fluoride). Try
this clean and uplifting lemon-bergamot combination.

What You Need:

8 oz. distilled water
10 drops bergamot oil
Lemon oil

Directions: Mix and shake well in a clean spray
bottle. Shake well before every use. .

2. POTPOURRI

What You Need:

A fixative - such as oak moss or

sandalwood chips

A filler - such as dried lavender, rose petals

or eucalyptus; wood chips, leaves and spices
such as cinnamon sticks or vanilla beans (you
will need four cups of fresh filler to render one
cup of dried)

A fragrance - the essential oil of one of your
fillers, such as lavender, rose or eucalyptus

Directions: Mix your components in a glass or
ceramic bowl or jar. Use a mortar and pestle to crush
ingredients. Store the mix in an air-tight container in a
dark place for about six weeks. Shake every few days
to blend. Add drops of oil as required and display your
potpourriin a pretty glass bowl. on

ourhomes fall/holiday 2012 39
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“Landscape projects that meet your
budget and exceed your expectations”
Call Today for an On-Site Meeting

e Detailed CAD landscape design e Natural stone masonry
¢ Flagstone & precast stone installation ¢ Rock gardens
¢ Ponds & multi level waterfalls ¢ In ground/above ground pools
¢ Decks, gazebos & timber frame structures
¢ Lighting systems e Planting & tree spade service
 Turn key service ¢ Project management

www lilrads.com MEMBER
sharin@lilrads.com g ( Tim Meijs B.SC. (Bio-AGR) M.B.A.
705.888.2444 il —  (705) 424.4202 866.263.5110
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LANDSCAPE &
ONTARIO www.gardensofprestige.ca

FINE QUALITY RESIDENTIAL LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES
[:b yl.ll'ﬂlfl}l'e

—— AND APPLIANCES —

i k1 1 1 N

Choose your
Style
Fabric
Leather
Wood Finish
[ ]
From Canada’s
Best Manufacturers

[ ]

Open 7 days

16,000 Sq. Ft. Showroom

@ Home Owners
helping homeowners

101 Pretty River Parkway,
Collingwood

T: 705.446.3456
F: 705.446.1922
homefurniture@bmts.com
collingwoodhomefurniture.com

Photo of the Dining Room is courtesy of Levolor window fashions.

Robinson’s Paint & Wallpaper www.robinsonspaint.ca

705445 - 0601

129 Hurontario Street, Collingwood, ON L9Y 2L9
Parking at rear of store



feature

- SIGNERS,
HOLIDAY LOOKS

BY SHELBY HILSON // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SANDY MACKAY

Colleen Wittlin's simple,
elegant decorating style
suits her small Thornbury
home just right. Most of her
furniture and decorating
accessories are from
Cherché House of Design.

. . ; y
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Meet Colleen Wittlin and
Mary Norris, owners of
Cherché House of Design
in Thornbury. As business
partners, Colleen and Mary
run a successful home
furnishings and design shop,
offering in-house design to
clients. As close friends, they
and their families spend
much of their spare time and

holidays together.

There’s no question that they both have style,
but Mary and Colleen enjoy different looks -
especially when it comes to the holiday season. OUR
HOMES visited both designers at home to see how
they decorate for Christmas and to inspire you with
fresh new ideas for your home this season.

COLLEEN’S HOME:
gﬁ'//yg«éa Sleqarnce

In describing her personal decorating style,
Colleen Wittlin quotes one of the greatest
artists of all time — Leonardo da Vinci. He said,
“Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication,” which
to this day continues to inspire home design and
decorating around the world, and is ever so evident
in Colleer’s stunning Thornbury home.

“The simplicity of my design makes me feel
relaxed and calm,” says Colleen. “I love creams and
whites, which make a space easy to accessorize and to
change-up when the seasons change.” This tone-on-
tone colouring is seen throughout Colleer's home; the
walls are painted in Benjamin Moore’s Cloud White
with bright white trim (painting by Jimmy Keast);
the living room furniture (Cherché¢) is upholstered in
alight cream and the fireplace surround is a warm,
creamy marble (Georgian Design Centre). The
small space leaves no room for a Christmas tree, but
if there was one, Colleen says it would be tone on tone
as well. Instead, mini trees made of mercury glass
adorn surfaces throughout the main living areas, as
doother mercury glass accessories, like planters and | - ; : K created a sophisticated and relaxing living space.
candleholders, from Cherché. Preserved boxwood -l x - N b - Herinitriguing collection of books embeds colour and
brings traditional warmth and a splash of colour i el Soare’ v WIS ~~ interest. TOP LEFT: Mary Norris and Colleen Wittlin
to the space, complementing the winter greenery - i & hint to their personal decorating tastes with their

on display through the dining room solarium, gift wr'applnq.styles. BOTTOM LEFT: Subtle. hints
_of Christmas include mercury glass trees, simple

which features custom blinds (Ashton’s Blinds E ; i s i bl LT o L b i i " wreaths, glass reindeer and preserved boxwood.
Draperies Shutters) in a simple Irish linen. ]

nEn B

Using tone-on-tone whites and creams, Colleen has

Continued on page 46
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AL I F ENTERTAINING

A touch of greenery

gives Colleen's stunning
entranceway a seasonal
flair. Her cherished blue/
white china collection
adorns a contemporary
console and two ottomans
offer additional seating.

Adding to the natural feel of Colleen’s home is a soft basswood deer
head above the fireplace. This is also where youll find a few pieces of
her cherished china collection. “We live in a relatively small home,”
she says, “therefore, I don't like a lot of clutter but I do love my blue/
white collection, which makes my home warm and inviting.” Guests are
introduced to the stunning collection at the entranceway, where three
gorgeous pieces adorn a white console table along with a large square
mirror, two tall candles on silver holders and Colleen’s other love: books.

46 ourhomes fall/holiday 2012

Large, beautiful books of art, design and fashion fill the rooms with
interest and character. “A home should be filled with books, not only for
reading, but also for the aesthetics they provide in accessorizing a room,”
Colleen says.

Although holiday decorations are modest at most, Colleen tries to
keep things fresh by adding something new each year, to suit her simple
style of course. For her annual dose of traditional Christmastime cheer,
she heads to Mary’s house...  continued on page 48
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ELECTRICAL, EXCAVATING & HAULAGE
RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

-
HAE Farall'your indoor .15-“;':
& outdoor electricalfiepds 0
CLEARLITE . (ay !
705-446-1407 3
N 7 1 lin__q D, Unit C 4
ms Collingw

ESA Authorized Contractor « ACP Certified for Residential B Commercial

Thornbury

hardware
building centre

Renovating & Expanding
to Serve You Better.

Proud Supporter
of Local charities

Thornbury Home Hardware Building Centre
Highway 26 East, Thornbury, ON

Phone: 519.599.3624

David Eaton, General Contractor
,& david@baylynconstruction.com
BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION LTD. t:705-444-6209 c: 705-443-1910

CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS www.baylynconstruction.com

PoRyGuP E R T Y 50 L U T | GIEN-S
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Electronic Shade and Drapery Control
Home Lighting Control Systems
Whole Home Audio/Video and Security

Thornbury, ON _~ 519.599.2969
redbrickgroup.ca




MARY’S HOUSE: . /5// - Traditional

@

In contrast to Colleen’s style, less is not more in Mary Norris’s home.
Warm, eclectic and family-oriented are the words Mary uses to describe
her personal taste. They are likely the same words a guest would use after
being treated to a hot beverage by the fire or a tasty meal in the glow of
the Christmas tree.

Reds and greens, characteristic of the holiday season, unify each space

48 ourhomes fall/holiday 2012

with Christmas spirit in the form of fresh greenery, wreaths hanging on
the windows, garland along the fireplace mantels and running up the
staircase railings, tiny, sparkly red Christmas trees and an impressive
collection of nutcrackers that Mary started 25 years ago. “My husband
adds to the collection every Christmas,” she says. “They all represent
something meaningful." Continued on page 52

ABOVE: Fully outfitted in
traditional Christmas décor,
including a full and vibrant tree,
Mary's great room is where
most of the holiday action
occurs. FAR LEFT: Visitors are
greeted with seasonal spirit

at the front door. LEFT: Silver
reindeer candleholders light up
the kitchen table.
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with fresh flowers, nutcrackers and glass
fall/holiday

Christmas trees, which softly reflect the
natural light. The main staircase features

a beautifully embellished garland that
pops against the creamy wallpaper (Jane

OPPOSITE: Two bay windows are decorated
Armstrong Painting).

The formal dining room is where family
and friends enjoy holiday feasts each
year. Like Colleen, Mary also has a lovely
blue and white china collection on display.
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Visit Mary's home on
the Collingwood Holiday
House Tour. Go to
ourhomesmagazine.com
for more details...
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Nutcrackers of all colours and sizes
take charge of Mary's home during
the holiday season, especially in the
library where Georgian Woodworking
built a wall of bookcases. Mary has
been collecting the toy soldiers for
25 years and her husband adds a new
member to the troop each Christmas.

For Mary, Christmas is all about family and friends, and she loves
nothing more than sharing a delicious meal with loved ones. “One of
our traditions is starting Christmas morning with a breakfast of Eggs
Benedict,” she says. With lots of space to entertain, including a great room
with aliving space, dining area and kitchen with breakfast bar, Mary can
comfortably host guests and holiday get-togethers.

Decorating her tree is another beloved tradition. Mary believes in a full
tree. “A pet peeve I have is a tree lacking in enough ornaments. Don't be
afraid to go over the top when decorating your tree,” she advises.

Although Mary’s decorating style differs greatly from Colleens,
both women stay true to the design principle of starting with a neutral
backdrop (painting by Just Ask Judy) and adding personality and colour
through accessories. Many of Mary and Colleen's neutral furniture pieces
are from Cherché and work beautifully in both spaces. Both ladies have
made wonderful use of decorative items like mercury and Murano glass,
preserved greenery, glass reindeers and silver trays and candlesticks.

When decorating for the holidays, Mary follows her heart and
encourages others to do the same. “Don’'t hold back if Christmas means a
lot to you,” she says. on

52 ourhomes fall/holiday 2012

info@carterallen.ca eat.ee
www.carterallen.ca allen

705.441.0475

BUILDERS OF CUSTOM PROJECTS

after
IKES TURF

No cutting. No watering. No Weeding. No fertilizing.

IKES TURF

synthetic grass solutions

You’re on our turf now.
705.606.1477 www.ikesturf.com

Ppidncer
Handcrait

Pioneer Handcraft Furniture
Handmade in Canada Since 1946

Visit Our Showrooms & Workshop
Hwy 400 North, Waubaushene and Hwy 11 South, Severn Bridge

800-567-6604 www.pioneerhandcraft.ca

THORNBURY BUILDERS AND TRADES ASSOC.

WWW.THORNBURYBUILDERSANDTRADES.COM

“There is Strengeh in Unity”

info@thornburybuildersandtrades.com
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comfort zone

THE PLACE: With a personal history in the local equestrian
scene, Kristy Pakstas-Lake knew there was an unfulfilled niche, just
waiting for a shop like Dapple Gray. "I grew up in the area riding
and showing on the Trillium and A Circuit,” says Kristy. “I always
had to travel to Toronto to get specific items that were part of my
‘show kit" and that my coach approved of." It was meeting this local
need that sparked the idea of Dapple Gray, but today, in its true
form, Dapple Gray is much more than an impressive tack shop and
offers something for everyone, equestrian or not.

56 ourhomes fall/holiday 2012

HOUND
& HOME

PHOTOGRAPHY BY BONNIE FOX

THE STYLE: Focusing on “horse, hound and home,” the shop
offers everything for the competitive equestrian, including
head-to-toe apparel and tack, but also a variety of related home
furnishings and décor, as well as canine accessories. “l wanted
to inject some impertinence and fun to an otherwise serious and
austere sport,” says Kristy, “and that is where | get to stretch my
creative wings sourcing new, innovative and interesting products
to bring to market.”

WHAT'S HOT: High-quality and long-lasting, Pendleton products

RIGHT: Kristy Pakstas-Lake
and her dog Finnigan.

Nl ¥ N

can be found throughout Dapple Gray in the form of wool blankets,
toss cushions, ceramic travel mugs, oversize towels and handbags.
Deux Chevaux soy candles are also flying off the shelves in scents
like Hay Field, Apple and Tack.

GIFT IDEAS: Black Knight Competition Accessories makes unique
show clutches out of vintage silks and reclaimed leathers, which
can be used to hold a horse's passport and keep show documents
organized, but they're also fabulous iPad cases, making them great
gifts for the rider or techie in your life. Dog, moose and horse-

shaped wine stoppers make great hostess gifts, and for your furry
friends, choose a leather dog collar or custom pet bed.

SEASONAL: Consider booking a private shopping party at Dapple
Gray. Invite six or more friends and Kristy will shut down the store,

provide drinks and music, and offer a discount for every purchase.
What a great way to get a bunch of holiday shopping done at one
place, without the crowds!

GET THERE: 404-10 Keith Ave., Collingwood (Cranberry Mews),
705.293.8889, www.dapplegray.ca ou
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MEAFORD

96 Sykes Street North (Hwy 26)
Meaford

519-538-5755
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COLLINGWOOD THORNBURY
330 First Street (Hwy 26) 27 Arthur Street West (Hwy 26)
Collingwood Thornbury

705-445-5520 519-599-2136
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LAKEFRONT ACCESS!! COLLINGWOOD BUNGALOW
66 feet of public lakefront directly 2 bedroom in Collingwood,
across the road from this 2288 sq. ft extensively updated, amazing
home. Call for details! kitchen, 35x10 deck, fenced rear
$239,900 MLS® 20125291 yard.

Call Michael Biggins™ 519-378-6336  $224,000 MLS® 20125186

Call Phyllis Dineen* 705-445-5520 ext. 406

GEORGIAN WOODLANDS

3 bdrm, 2 bath chalet, steps to
Northwinds beach, gorgeous
private deck, a must see!

$485,000 MLS® 20125423
Call Chris Keleher™ 705-888-4624

Custom built chalet ideally located
close to great skiing, golf, beaches,
and trails.

$475,000 mLS® 20124889
Call Doug Beaumont™ 705-606-1046

*  Sales Representative
** Broker
*** Broker of Record
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PRINCETON SHORES LOREE 80 ACRES

Central to the Peaks and G.Bay golf.
Adjacent to hiking and biking trails.
Views of valley and Bay.

$625,000 MLS® 20125156
Call Martha P. Whitton* 705-443-9022

One of the most prestigious
waterfront addresses in the area.

$1,095,000 MLS® 20122426
Call Josh Dolan™* 705-446-8404

ALPINE SKI CLUB

STUNNING VIEW OF BAY CRAIGLEITH CHALET
Private Meaford Estate on 67 acres! Generous private lot w/ views
Woods, creek, pond, separate of Craigleith ski runs, 4 bdrm
studio and much more. renovated & decorated w/
$899,000 MLsS® 20123697 designer’s touch.

Call Sharon Gray™ 519-373-6385 $569,000 MLS® 20124764

Call Sheila Shepherd™ 705-441-6085

LOCATION PLUS!
5 bedroom 4 1/2 bath custom chalet Great renovations on this attractive

Meaford bungalow. Wet bar & gas
fireplace in family room.

$212,000 MLS® 20124727
Call Jim Gray* 519-270-9577

across from North chair at Alpine.

$1,495,000 MLS® 20122510
Call Doug Lindsay™ 705-441-0850

Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale.
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#i SHADE-O-MATIC®

over 20 styles to choose from

SUSTAINABLE
CUSTOM
FURNISHINGS

WS LD

THEOLDTFORGE. CA
705-441-7963 495970 Ravenna, ON

9
Ormsby’s
s

PREMIUM XMAS TREES - 5’ - 12
BUNCHES & ROPING - CUSTOM URN INSERTS
UNIQUE WREATHS UP TO 60" DIAMETER

519.538.3145, ormsbygar@bmis.com

6 miles west of Thornbury - 2 miles east of Meaford

A LIFELINE
IN A SEA OF CONFUSION

COMPUTER, NETWORK &
SERVER SUPPORT

Discover the power that
peace of mind can bring!

Mats Lindberg, IT Consultant

30 Lockhart Rd, Collingwood CanHelplT
705-888-0530 ° info@canhelpit.ca _
www.canhelpit.ca IT-Solutions

4 BED BUNGALOW LOFT OSLERBLUFFESTATE.COM STUNNING VIEW! FOUR SEASON RETREAT!
Thousands in upgrades, views to Blue Beautifully landscaped 3 acre private Perfect for entertaining, large A 4,500 sq ft ski chalet an easy walk
Mountain, great school district and a estate 5 minutes from Blue. View of gathering spaces, 6 bedrooms, 5 baths,  to the hills and a summer place on 100
triple car garage. Mountains, not neighbours. on 6.6 Acres. feet of sandy beach.

$698,000 MLS® 20125303 $1,199,000 MLS® 20123564 $1,369,000 MLS® 20122619 $1,195,000 MLS® 20121084
Call Christine Smith** 705-888-0201 Call Steve Simon™ 705-994-2353 Call Des von Teichman™* 705-444-7063

EE———
SUNSET POINT MONTERRA RIDGE

=

SPECTACULAR NEW HOME TRUE CONTEMPORARY
Moments to the ski hills and to town, Spectacular Acreage. Hard to find 3+ 2 bedrooms, 4 baths, gourmet Fully finished and extensively upgraded
gorgeous 5+ bed home on 1+ acre lot! combination of a beautiful home on a kitchen, double car garage, waterfront 4 bdrm, 3.5 bath end unit backing onto
By appt only. fantastic view parcel of land. Must See!  park area. Monterra Golf course.

$1,395,000 MLS® 20125390  $1,595,000 MLS® 20121157  $1,295,000 MLS® 20123752  $449,000 MLS® 20125086
Call Holly Stone™ 705-888-6775 Call Holly Stone* 705-888-5775 Call Josh Dolan™* 705-446-8404 Call Josh Dolan™ 705-446-8404

MINUTES TO CREEMORE!

WOW WHAT A VIEW!

1.85 acre treed and private with custom  All Skiers! This stunning Log home has 5 bedroom Peter Schlegel home. Steps 360 degree panormaic views of
built 4 bed 3 full baths, bonus detached it all, especially Location! Move in by to Blue Mountain, Craigleith & Alpine Georgian Bay and Bighead River Valley

TIS THE SEASON! CRAIGLEITH CRACKER

heated shop! xmas! Ski clubs. from this custom built home.
$499,000 MLS® 20124547 $699,000 mLS® 20125080 $735,000 MLS® 20125506 $529,000 MLS® 20121835
Call Vicki Bell** 705-446-4539 Call Dave Armstrong™ 905-713-9414  Call Matthew Lidbetter 705443 7250  Call Dave Loucks™ 519-375-5920

CHECK OUT OUR PROJECTS.

17
A .

Backing into the Georgian Trail, Trailwoods offers affordable,
fully serviced building lots in Thornbury. Development charges *
TRAILI Ve T DA

included in Phase 1. PRICED FROM $110,000

FULLY SERVICED BUILDING LOTS IN THORNBURY

Beautifully fini—sh-erd townhomes on the river in Thornbury!
Views of the harbour, close to downtown.
PRICED FROM $750,000

Hleven By Sree

o
CARRIAGE
TRADE
v

LOCATIONS |\IORTH . THORNBURY

27 Arthur Street West (Hwy 26) 96 Sykes Street North (Hwy 26)
¥ Thornbury Meaford

* Sales Representative ** Broker
*** Broker of Record

A
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MEAFORD COLLINGWOOD

330 First Street (Hwy 26)
Collingwood

519-538-5755 705-445-5520

519-599-2136

www.locationsnorth.com
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« year-round lifestyle and the allutcof - 3
slow-paced, small-town charm, Southem' S
Georgian Bay is an ideal place.;‘ o spend- _' :
retirement. Meet some of the area’s happy -
retirees, learn howsthey fill their days and ;
discover some of the Iocal businesses an
developménts they recommend.

Dave and Myrna Bumstead ;
WHERE HAVE YOU RETIRED? We retired to Maple Meadow =
Homes in Meaford. It attracted us because of the private access == ', 3
" to the Georgian Trail, Clubhouse and indoor saltwater pool. The = £
brick bungalows are well built and we're just a short walk.tothe = :‘: fon
beach, harbour and shopping. 3 5
WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT RETIREMENT? Weqet
to do during the day what we'used‘to.have to wait to do'at nlght -
FAVOURITE WINTER ACTIVITY:.We discovered snowsheemg A "+;£:
two years ago. From our unit at Maple Meadow Homes we are JU
mlnutes from some Iover bush traHs- . iy A
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| s I e N Lee Rosenzveig
8 E WHY DID YOU RETIRE HERE? | love the natural environment and the pace of Collingwood.

/TELL US ABOUT YOUR TIME AT Chartwell Select Georgian Tradltions: | was
recovering from knee replacement surgery — they were truly remarkable, very -
professional and | was grateful for that atmosphere in which to recover.
FAVOURITE WAY TO SPEND A WINTER DAY: Sitting on the beach in Florida,
inhaling the salt air, reading a good book on my Kindle.
FAVOURITE HOLIDAY MEMORY: The time we took the kids to Club Med St. Lucia and
we decided to go into the “circus"” activity... don't ask!  continued on page 64
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| vMargaret and N‘orber,-_t Pirk ' 2 jti d@Sigﬂ : HDTV's...at Guaranteed LOW PRICES!

[ L 5° . WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT RETIREMENT? In one word: Fime. Time L. custom cabinetSICITIIETS Blg Time FUN!
s TR 1y %"“todo the things we choose:to do and time to savour the moment. In Southern . ,705'4@‘%_1;303,6
3 A -+~ .Georgian Bay we're'part of a year-round, active community with-all the amenities T e WE HAVE A HUGE SELECTION OF THE BEST HDTVS IN THE BUSINESS.

vjj'&:‘ﬂ! = f__:"T L~ one could desire, but close enough to Toronto forthe occasional city: fix. BRILLIANT COLOURS. MIND BLOWING RESOLUTION. FANTASTIC FUN!
" ™. HOW HAS NOBLE INSURANCE MADE RETIREMENT EASIER? With Noble '

A
: -"' - A KV ""':’F *rv-r*‘, "Ihsurance we combine all our insurance needs in one package and are treated as
" " - _valued indiyiduals, not impersonaknumbers.

FAVOURITE HOLJDAY TRADLTTON: Baking some 700 “Pirk family” Germans«2
Lstantmg them to the rest of the famlly cOm%ga:npageﬁe
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WE DESIGN ENTERTAINMENT

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples)
www.georgianaudiovideo.com

COLLINGWOOD'S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989

Custom Buit Homes By DavE HARRINGTON

705.446.7072 o www.absolutecraftsmen.ca

{ .* 4] | ) "
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Kitcheps
inters

Give your cabinets a brand new look Stream ALL the Music ON EARTH!
without the major expense of a brand new kitchen! WIRELESSLY' |

We provide a long term remodedling solution using your cument
kilchen cabenetry. Our professionais come 1o your home, remove
all of your door and drawer fronts and take them o our spray booth
where we provide a faciory-professional satin laoquer finish, Fixeed
panels and cabinetry that we cannot remove are completed in
your home using the same profiessional technique, We can apply
the colour of your choice to any current cabinetry finish.

Add custom woodv king and more

We +:1=:'.l lt all.’

* Lipper cabinetry crown maulding « Add or update glass doors =
LT E @

» Custom antiquing and glazing
o ! pantry drawers

L eriops * Premium laminate countartops
* Move and ac I"I cabinatry * Mew hardware - knobs & pulls

* Decorative iskand side panels Tile and glass backsplashes 15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingvvood (CESEENENED]
www.georgianaudiovideo.com

COLLINGWOOD'S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989

WE DESIGN ENTERTAINMENT

Chris and Norma Desjardins
WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY? Coming here as weekenders,
we always experienced a sense of comfort and peace when we walked in the front door on a Friday

evening. It's a great convenience to have relatively easy access to Toronto when we feel the pull of the big

city, but for day-to-day living, life in a small, friendly community with a broad range of activities is hard to beat.
HOW HAS YOUR NEW SPACE IMPROVED RETIREMENT? A comfortable, warm and inviting home can't help but FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT HAROLD ROBISON AT

have a positive impact on our outlooks. Missy Sharp of Bramwell Sharp Design was able to merge our sometimes BOB ARMSTRONG CONSTRUCTION LTD.
differing tastes and satisfy both of us, especially with the great room and master bedroom/sitting area design.  continucd on page 68 COLLINGWOOD | THORNBURY

Building our house with Harold Robison of Bob Armstrong Constrm‘tion was a very satisfying experience.
Harold was extremely communicative through the whole building process and kept the project on schedule
and on budget. We couldn’t be happier with the end results. — Bill & Angela Newberry

24 YEARS CUSTOM HOME BUILDING EXPERIENCE | LICENSED GENERAL CONTRACTOR

66 ourhomes fall/holiday 2012 CUSTOM HOMES, RENOVATIONS, ADDITIONS | QUALITY WORKMANSHIP, SOUND CONSTRUCTION




Pete Russell

WHAT BROUGHT YOU TO SOUTHERN

GEORGIAN BAY? My wife Bonnie andil ' moved
. to the area so we could pursue all the outdoor
activities that we enjoy, keeping us active and
healthy. | have cycled all my life, in Europe, the
United States, and'many parts of Canada. Here in
the Thornbury area, there are many-quiet roads
with challenging hills and beautiful vistas. This is
one of the best areas |.have ridden in.
WHY DID YOU CHOOSE TO RETIRE AT
FAR HILLS? We ch_{)se a‘FarHills Thornbury
townhouse first because of its location - within
walking distance of downtown, the library, the
beach on Georgian Bay, and the fact that there
is no further construction to the development.
We have our own private pool, tennis court, and

‘bealtiful recreation facility. contigucdon page 70
W
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HAVE YOU EVER NOTICED HOW GOOD,
GOOD MUSIC MAKES YOU FEEL?

Exceptional Sound Products. NO Exceptions!
B&W, BOSE, BRYSTON, Denon, SONOS, ROTEL

WML ITE D

WE DESIGN ENTERTAINMENT

Custom Homes, Chalets & RencWEﬁons

FIRROW 705.443.8406 15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples)

M e "."i-__'Tww'Wblakefarrowproject.ca | vvvvvv.georgianaudiovideo. com

= = COLLINGWOOD'S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989

CORINTHIAN
Kitchen & Bath Studio

No obligation quotes ¢ Professional design services
Full kitchen and bath renovation services
Stone, laminate and solid surface counters Installation by Qualified Landscape Technicians
Dining furniture e Linens ¢ Home décor and accessories In-House design service * 5-year guarantee on all Hardscapes
Landscape Architect available upon request

Visit our showroom.

99 King St. E., Kings Court Mall,

Thornbury 51 9-599-2800
www.corinthiankitchens.com 1-877-349-2800
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to fulfill our dreams. We wanted a home for us as a couple, but more importantly, a fa

WHY DID YOU RETIRE IN SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY? Living in Thornbury gives Bs«ac 0 all the
activities that we like to do - cycling, motorcycling, golf, skiing/snowboarding, snowshoeing and the arts.
HOW DO YOU SPEND THE HOLIDAYS? We put up the biggest tree we can find and gather here with
family. We have four grandchildren under the age of five; three are skiing and the youngest will want to
start this year. It's great fun to share the sport with the next generation. on

'.ou_rhomes fall/holida_y N0 2.

e |
comer=2el

FINE FURNITURE FOR A/V.
FINE SEATING FOR COMFORT AND STYLE.

1 I [ | ) .
bfﬂ S ; By PREMIUM QUALITY, HIGHLY FLEXIBLE, VERY CUSTOMIZABLE AND AVAILABLE
- ; - : *$ IN MANY STYLES, MATERIALS, FINISHES, AND PERFORMANCE OPTIONS.

G EO% G‘I_/v\ N

Sofas ¢ Leather * Accents ¢ Patio
Custom Solid Hardwood Furnishings
WE DESIGN ENTERTAINMENT
( V;L'Ar/*//'// Z 1'/17'

abacusfurniture.com FORTY YEARS/
915 Oxford St. Etobicoke, ON. 416.251.7251 OF CUSTOM*

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples)
www.georgianaudiovideo.com

COLLINGWOOD'S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989

FURNITURE

B.CO
CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS
705-444-6000




A MARK OF EXCELLENCE

CONTRACTING
MARK BROWN

Specializing in
CUSTOM HOMES - ADDITIONS
EENOVATIONS

COLL 519 372,957 10ME 579 538,557
www.amcantractingmeatard.com

Rachelle Gauvreau

705 443 7790

thecaretakers@rogers.com
caretakershousekeeping.ca

L Fully Insured, Honest & Reliable.

Environmentally Friendly Products Offered.

C’&//my
20 Balsam St. Colllngwooéﬁ

Across from Canadian Tire, Unit 15

705.481.SPAS (7727)

Ak us A mamz‘enmoe packages.
arcticspascollingwood.com

A little temptation ...

jﬂm those who J/Jeﬂ(/ thea lives lrying lo avodd .

Furniture to match your
look and needs.

Let us design and build
for your home.

| "'v"'ii._nnr.lr-.ni_ furmlun_ !

17 George St, Caledon 519-927- 1789
Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound 519-376-4434
www.ccharm.com

Bedrooms Buffets & Hutches Chairs & Rockers Tables Home Office

LEGENDARY GROUP

Custom Homes
Log - Traditional - Post & Beam
Collingwood 705 - 444 - 0400

legendarylog.com = hybridbuildingsystem.com

/\ legeno :XRL]
LOGCRAFTE

Building? ...or not.

WIRELESS SMART HOME PRODUCTS BY APPLE, CONTROL4, LUTRON
& SONOS MAKE SO MUCH SENSE. INCREDIBLY COST EFFECTIVE,
EXPAND OR UPGRADE ANYTIME, SEAMLESS INTEGRATION,
CONTROL WITH YOUR FAVOURITE TABLET OR SMART PHONE.

TR L —

-yt

oA "
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WE DESIGN ENTERTAINMENT

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Beside Staples)
www.georgianaudiovideo.com

COLLINGWOOD'S HOME ENTERTAINMENT DESIGN CENTRE SINCE 1989

&HOME”®

DEANS/ CARPET ONE :zuove

Wy |

s ALY T

CARPET ¢ HARDWOOD ¢ LAMINATE ® CERAMIC TILES
WINDOWS °N BLINDS ¢ AREA RUGS ® SHUTTERS

The ONE store for your perfect floor.

Each of the 100 Carpet One Floor & Home stores across Canada
are locally owned and operated, offering exceptional service
and the best warranties in the business. When your floor
matters, count on Deans Carpet One Floor & Home.

705.445.2166 2808 Hwy 124, Duntroon
519.538.2166 334 Sykes Street, Unit 4, in Meaford
www.deansrugland.com
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BY LAUREL FORTIN // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SANDY MACKAY “! !'I it
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It all homes have a story to tell, Lee Bartel and Linda Cameron’s manor overlooking
the Beaver Valley is a synthesis of a children’s fairytale about whimsical discovery and

an operatic symphony of drama and history. commeonp
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home & builder

Their custom home, built in 2005 by Valleyview Construction,
reflects their individual passions and their joint pursuits. Lee is Associate
Dean - Research in the Faculty of Music at the University of Toronto
where one of his focuses is the effects of music on health. Linda is Professor
of Education at the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the
University of Toronto where she specializes in children’s literacy.

In 2003, the original century-old wooden farmhouse on the property
that served as their weekend retreat tragically burned to the ground. They
were away at the time so the house was empty, save for their belongings,
including family photographs and heirlooms. After recovering from the
shock, they determined to rebuild a home on the property that would
honour the farmhouse’s legacy.  Continued on page 79

OPPOSITE: A semi-sheltered
outdoor eating area offers the most
magnificent views of the Beaver
Valley. TOP LEFT: A stunning 65-foot
labyrinth of Hidcote lavender and
Walker's Low Catmint attracts many
tourists and meditation groups to
the couple's backyard. LEFT: Lee
and Linda welcome OUR HOMES to
photograph their weekend home.
ABOVE: The picturesque courtyard
looks like it was plucked right out of
an Italian countryside winery.
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CLOCKWISE FROM
ABOVE: (1) The dining
room harvest table is
beautifully dressed

to host guests for
dinner. (2) The gourmet
kitchen features a huge
centre island just a few
steps from the wine

bar - making the space
ideal for entertaining.
(3) Homebuilder Paul
Rogers (right) catches up
with Lee in his favourite
space, the wine bar.

(4) Two glass cabinets
flank the entranceway
to the kitchen and
display some of Lee and
Linda's crystal and china
collection.

78 ourhomes
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Drawing on their influences in music, literature, spirituality and
history, the couple began to imagine the possibilities: a Tudor style with
many rooflines; a great room to house Lee’s 1800-era Karn pipe organ and
space in which their collective five children and families could gather; a
library and master suite facing the valley; three guest suites that might
allow them to open a bed and breakfast in the future and saving as much
of the original gardens and trees as possible. Their concepts came together
where the home and yard centre on a social space - the one element of the
original home that remained: the outdoor pool.

They approached renowned local architectural technologist Pamela
Farrow to draw the plans. She designed their master suite to sit in almost
the same footprint as the original farmhouse. “We wanted it to look as
if there were still a main house to which, over the years, additions had
been added,” recalls Lee. The master wing is a brick house made with

reclaimed Chicago brick from the early 1800s. To connect the master
wing to the central kitchen and great room, Farrow suggested a timber-
framed glassed conservatory. The great room exterior facade is Yorkshire
buff tumbled limestone from Ottawa. The exterior window trim is also
different on the three styles - some of it is pointed; some is round and the
shutter treatments vary from one to the other (windows by Cedarport
Window & Door Centre Inc.). To unify the house, Farrow designed a
soldier course of brick all the way around.

With music and literature so central to their lives, when Lee and
Linda found a clay relief depicting the mythological Greek gods Apollo
and Dionysus — the gods of music - leading a party of the seven muses, it
encapsulated the theme of their home so well they knew it must adorn the
front of the house. The builder installed it in the stone plaster below the great
room’s large dormer, greeting visitors and hinting at the tone of the home.

Continued on page 80
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Paul Rogers, owner of Valleyview Construction, remembers the
project well. “It wasn't a build where you take a set of drawings and
away you go,” he says. “Linda and Lee loved to be intricately involved in
the decision making, and we had a lot of opportunity to adjust details
as we went. We give most of our clients a copy of The Not So Big House,
by Sarah Susanka - it really opens your imagination to what you can do
in your home to maximize the space.” As they were framing an upstairs
hall, for example, there was an area where two roofs came together and
Rogers suggested they could push the walls back to create a seating
area. Cameron embraced the suggestion and added bookshelves and toy
cupboards to turn the space into a play area for visiting grandchildren.

“We did alot of custom finishes, such as milling an ash tree Valleyview
had fallen at a previous job to use as decorative beams in the couple’s
library,” says Rogers. The wood was tinted to get the rich, dark brown
colours of the Tudor style.

Rob Perry from Riverside Custom Cabinets Ltd. was brought in to
create the cherry and maple wood cabinetry in the kitchen and wine bar, as
well as the long refectory table in the dining area. The couple bought a full
lot of Italian limestone and separated the tiles. Those with more corrugated
colours were installed in the conservatory, darker orange-ish shades went
into the kitchen, the more pinkish tiles went into the main floor guest

LEFT: The busy lives of the two university
professors are most evident in the study at the
back of the home, where both Lee and Linda have
desks on either side of a lovely gas fireplace.
BELOW: The master bath is bold and warm in blues
and reds. BOTTOM: The master bedroom opens to
the couple's study and offers incredible views of
the valley, as well as access to a back patio.

igls

Advantage of Three

Three times the experience,

Three times the prospective buyers,

Three times the results!

Emma Baker
Broker

/05 444.3989

SellingBlueMountain.com

CLAIRWOOD

Real Estate Corporation
BROKERAGE

Karen Poshtar

Sales Representative
ABR, SRES

705 443.0351

CollingwoodHomes.ca

153 ASPEN WAY
$699,000

1614 10™ CONCESSION
$799,000

Sherry Rioux

Broker, SRES

/05 443.2793

SellingCollingwood.com

615802 3%° LINE
$1,195,000

107 DRAKE'S PATH

ExecuTeamAdvantage.com

$875,000

wd

148 LAKESHORE RD. S.
$439,000

bathroom and the lightest tiles went into the front foyer.  continued on page 82

CLAIRWOOD Real Estate Corporation srokerage 705 445.7085

AR o i o SRR N o B d for additional listings & detail

VISIT OUR WEBSITES
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Van Allan

desrigrr cermlfre

The colour palette throughout the home was inspired by Lee’s pipe
organ: greens, golds and beiges (paint from Birch & Benjamin Inc.).
Many design accents were collected by Linda: birdcages and bird
ornaments perch high in the great room; decorative metal motifs flank
the walls of the conservatory and exterior patios; stained glass panes act
as transoms above the doorways of the great room.

Rogers has remained friends with the couple over the years. “Our
notion at Valleyview is that we have to do a good job and keep the project
looking good, because we live in the area and our clients are my sales
people now,” he says. The couple welcome Rogers to bring potential
Valleyview clients to tour their home. “We do a bit of a wine tour, I call i,
where we show the house to prospective clients and leave behind a bottle
of wine for homeowners,” says Rogers.

Lasting, trusting relationships are the hallmark of Valleyview,
operating since 1980 with Rogers supervising construction and his wife,
Anne, managing the accounting and paperwork. “We have craftspeople . -
that are long dedicated, working for us for 10, 15, 18 years,” he says. ¢ ’ . = - — FLOWERS

At the hands of Valleyview;, Lee and Linda’s home has gained a mythical - T - Y =
presence in the area. Their music and stories abound. on et} ] - FABULOUS FLOWERS

| : - WEDDING PLANNING e TABLESCAPING
............................................ i CUSTOM FRAMING

SOURCE GUIDE

Birch & Benjamin Inc., Cedarport Window & Door Centre Inc., :

T: 519.599.6606
15 BRUCE STREET SOUTH
THORNBURY, ON

Dean's Carpet One Floor & Home, GWT Trenching & Excavating, info@paperwhiteflowers.ca

paperwhiteﬂowers.ca 209554 Highway 26, Craigleith, Ontario, 705-293-HOME (4663)

Huronia Alarms, Macdonald's BrandSource Furniture &
T Days a week from 10 until 5

Appliances, Marcel Roux, Northern Comfort & Mechanical Inc.,

Northern Heating & Ventilation, Pamela Farrow, Paolo's Custom
Flooring, Parklawn Landscaping, Riverside Custom Cabinets
Ltd., SaunaRay, Steve Hodges Masonry, Thornbury Home
Hardware, Valleyview Construction

ARISH | P
ESULI S EVERY-TIME

ABOVE: Upstairs, a
spacious hallway cove
is the perfect place
for Lee and Linda's
granddaughter to play
while visiting. LEFT:
The lower level games
room was painted to
match the pool table.
It's a favourite space
for all to gather for
some fun on a chilly
winter day.
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VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION

PAUL ROGERS | 519.599.3694 | progers@valleyviewconstruction.com | www.valleyviewconstruction.com
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BELOW THE ROOF

BY YANIC SIMARD // PHOTOS BY TED YARWOOD

Y BRANDON BARRE

Nothing beats the feeling of walking into a freshly renovated home - especially when
you didm’t do the work or pay the bill! If you're thinking of taking on a reno project
yourself, I've got some smart tips on how to keep your sanity and avoid driving into debt!
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when you purchase a Carrier® Infinity® System™. @

Visit www.carrier.ca for more information.

| N\ORTHERN

HEATING & VENTILATION

A Div. of Classical Gas Inc.
Collingwood » Markdale » Owen Sound
T05-444-2736 » 519-986-3307 + BO0-661-5796
Tom Ramage, President  Www.northerngecthermal.com « northernheating@everus.ca

Affordable Maintenance Free Living W eart of Meaford.

it ¥

Maple Meadow Homes is a well built and
maintained 55+ community.
Main floor living in brick bungalows with a full
basement and attached garage.

Clubhouse with indoor salt water pool.

ReSales available from $179,9OO

Weekdays call Barb - 519.538.2424
Evenings & Weekends call Glen - 519.538.4642

maplemeadowhomes.com

£

=
B

i |

Elgaard

Construction

Renovation & Restoration Disaster Reconstruction &
Specialists Project Management

1-800-705-7483
www.elgaard.ca

TION!
SEE US IN A€ cde with 2 OR

the @ o
S::Ser on your smartpho
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decorating

The Importance of Planning

The time you spend planning will be the most valuable time you spend
in the renovation process - so don't look at it as a waste of time because
good planning will make for a good renovation. Going into something like
this “blind” is never a good idea. Make sure you have a clear plan and have
carefully thought about what you want and what you're trying to achieve
at the end of all this. If you think that handling a renovation on your own
might be too overwhelming, then hiring an interior design company will
be the best money you ever spend, because everything is taken care of for
you. A professional and experienced design firm can help you from start to
finish, including space planning, finish selection, bringing trades, project
management and execution.

Realistic Budgeting

You can never determine what yowll find when you begin opening up
walls and tearing out flooring. You might find water damage or mould
- just prepare for the unexpected and know that you should always
have a “cushion” of money set aside for what you never saw coming. For
example, if you plan on spending $30,000 on your bathroom renovation,
in actuality youll probably end up spending at least $40,000. Costs are
almost always about 30 per cent higher than what you expected (or more -
sometimes doubling).

Allocating Your Money

A renovation is much more than the materials needed (such as paint, tile,
hardware, faucets, etc.). Keep in mind that on top of material, you have
to pay for the trades people (like an electrician, plumber and painter)
who will perform the work, and labour always costs around the same
amount as the material. If you're hiring an interior designer, you will need
to budget for design services as part of your renovation, however keep
in mind that designers will save you money in many situations by using
their resources wisely, increasing creative thinking but most importantly
by avoiding costly design mistakes.

Avoid Risking Your Home

You should have a separate savings account at the bank exclusively for your
renovation. Don't bite off more than you can chew and risk losing your house
if you can't afford the payments. The safest bet would be to take out a home
equity loan or a home equity line of credit, just be sure that youre willing to
have the added debt. If the renovation goes as planned, yowll meet the goal
of paying for the renovation and end up with some extra bucks in the bank.

The Right Trades

How do you know if the person you're hiring is going to perform quality
work? It’s hard to judge based on a website or a conversation had on the
phone. Another one of the added benefits of hiring a reputable design firm
is that they work with trades people on a regular basis that they know
and trust. This way you can be sure that the people working for you are
reliable and provide good service.

Be patient and take your time — renovations should never be rushed because when they are, more

problems seem to occur. o
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Smart Renovation Suggestions

e Find inspiration from homes you love before you plan — look af

magazines for ideas on architectural detail, space planning,
finishes, etc. If you really like something specific from what you
sourced, ask yourself if it will work well in your own home. Just
because it looks good in the style image doesn't mean it will fit
with the overall look of your house.

| always say, “Work with what the space and the architecture of
your house has to offer you, don't fight it."” Be sure fo give your
layout/floor plan careful consideration (how will you use the
space, how much room do you need, fraffic flow).

Consider installing heated flooring as this needs to be done
before your floor is laid. It is a luxurious feature o have,
surprisingly without the price tag you'd think would be
associated. My personal favourite manufacturer being Nuheat )

Yanic Simard — Toronto Interior Design Group, Principal Designer

It’s the little things that count.

RIVERSIDE

CUSTOM CABINETS LTD.

519-599-2495
riversidecustomcabinets.ca

KNIGHTS’

buﬂd.lng centre Serving the community for 6 Generations

Make a Grand Entrance...

Select a Kohltech door system made with the highest standards
of craftsmanship and partner it with the perfect hue from the
extensive palette of contemporary, weather-resistant colours
from Benjamin Moore.

Reward yourself. Welcome your family home. Impress the
neighbours. Come visit us today to recreate your entryway to
suit your style.

The possibilities are endless.

519.538.2000
206532 Highway 26
East of Meaford

@ Home Owners helping homeowners .
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MARKETPLACE

To order a listing in MARKETPLACE, contact Simone at 705.888.1959, simone@ourhomesmagazine.com

or Suzanne at 519.538.4528, suzanne@ourhomesmagazine.com

Massageglihera

Charlene Kearns s, rm. #e679
Healing locally for over 14 years.

Clarksburg Medical Group
186 Marsh Street

519.599.9993

Book first treatment and receive the 2nd at half price.
Gift Certificates Available

.
- New Homes -
- Additions -
- Renovations -

Quality Workmanship
for over 35 years.

OASVEIGINE]A
R.R. 4 Meaford ON
Contracting Inc. 519.477.2789

BEAR ELECTRIC
705.441.4085

Commercial & Residential

Bryan E.A. Richardson

Licensed Master Electrician
ECRA/ESA #7002990

Serving the
Georgian Triangle

info@bearelectric.ca

Dedicated to Excellence in
Service and Performance

Dependable &%
Cleaning MOUX MAD

www.mollymaid.ca
from the Professionals -
you can Trust! VISA @

Contact us today for a free, no-obligation, in-home estimate:

(705) 422-0114

georgianbay@mollymaid.ca " 806-629-5396

Antares

Asmar

Black Knight Trunks
Cheval Shirts

De La Cour Bonnets
Hayward Custom Jackets

Hanson Custom Blankets
M. Toulouse Saddles
Ogilvy

Oughton

Rebecca Ray
Tailored Sportsman

GPA

h and so much more...
DAPPLE GRAY | swoswemim
:& p )_\ 7 ow Quality Consignmen

104, 10 Keith Ave.
Horse, Hound & Home Cirerstiamy aees

Jacebook.com/ShopDappleGray Collingwood

Thinking of listing your home?

We Offer Competitive Commission Rates.

Exposing your hom , u ﬁ
. . 3 worldwide with social media.
Kristina Tardif :
& Nadene Milnes |

Sales Representatives “F

705.422.2350

Website: www.wasagalife.com
Tweet with Us - @wasagalifeteam

Add us to F book - /1 ;,_Iif
@ (Jine

rudential (’:?H(f»j_

Feran Reaity Sronevage

BLUE MOUNTAIN
VACUUM CENTRE

Your One Stop Vac Shop

* SALES
* SERVICE

* REPAIR

* INSTALLATIONS

705.444.1022
176 Hurontario Street, Collingwood
www.bluemountainvacuum.com %

L —J

MOVING YOUR WORLD!

» Local, National, Warldwide Moving S i

» Competitive Pricing, Professional Service
= Temperature Controlled Warehousa
* (n Site Storage “U Can™ -
 Public Self Storage

JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS

705-445-1755 johnthompsonmavers@jtmovers.com 1-800-567-5354

BEachncomer,
riooraviodel
AOINIUD)

Zero Down!
No Payment until 2013
ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS!

zzzzzzzzz

D BY IDEPENDENT TESTING

beachcomber hot tubs

QUALITY, COMFORT AND ENERGY EFFICIENCY SINCE 1978

Residential,
Commercial, Design
Sales, Service

i Installation, _

el
705-428-4608 » 877-H20-LAWN
T (e 3 4'2"9’:‘;'53

T N RE S H
Don't tieia Hoser eh... Irnigate!

Picture Yourself...

Designs by
Andrea

Interior Designer
& Home Stager

705-444-0839

www.designs-by-andrea.ca

- - dean, ° home, condo, w-H-AgQ/, office
] ‘E;ZZ 9‘39'“\' o ski chalet specialists
s bonded and insuved

705-444-7715 - thecleaningbee@hotmail.com - www.gbselect.com/cleaningbees

SUNSCREEN/
ROLLER BLINDS

Quality is
timelesswoodwork.com =
705.444.2333

Andrew & Denise Morris
519.599.6568

Thank you
Z?[essings at C

WY

go“( W

furist

INSURED & BONDED
WINDOW & OFFICE CLEANING
Over 32 Years’ Exyerience COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

“Three generations,
plowing snow
since 1977”

36 YEARS
IN THE BUSINESS

PALLISTER

SNOW RENMOVAL
519-377-4754
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OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

>> SOURCE IT

ROBINSON'S PAINT AND WALLPAPER - A WHOLE
LOT TO CELEBRATE

It's still 2012 as | write, but my thoughts are a year
ahead. 2013 is the
50th anniversary
of Robinson's Paint
& Wallpaper, and
we have a whole lot
to celebrate. It's a
huge milestone for
a family business.
Cameron and
Muriel Robinson
founded the firm
in1963; today their
son Mark guides
the business, with
me, Jennifer Robinson, at his side.

The 50th anniversary of anything should be celebrated
in a big way. What's right for us? One thing for sure is that
we'll celebrate a retail store that has stood the test of time;
has kept up with technology; continues to offer quality
products; gives reliable customer service; and has made
and kept many wonderful and loyal customers.

In addition, being family, we feel we should pay tribute
to Cameron and Muriel, who set the style for Robinson's.
But doesn’t that happen every day, when community
members choose to call on us for the products and advice
they need to complete a project?

That's how it has been for half a century, and how it will
continue to be. Keep your eye on us and our website in
2013 - we'd like you to be part of the celebrations.

129 Hurontario Street, Collingwood
705.445.0601 « www.robinsonspaint.ca
(Please see ad on page 40)

NOBLE INSURANCE
To guote novelist Cynthia Ozick, “We often take for
granted the very things that most deserve our gratitude”.

Aswecomeinto  mablainsurance IS

the p lentiful For a higher level of confidence.
fall season, and

Thanksgiving is
just around the
corner, we are
reminded to be
thankful and
grateful. We
are blessed to
live in the great

2012

ourhomes

fall/holiday

communities of Southern Georgian Bay. As insurance
brokers, we want to deliver peace of mind to our clients,
and we take this responsibility seriously. We want to
take time to understand what you need and value most;
what is important to you and your family. In doing so,
we are able to do our job well. And we are grateful for
your trust and the loyalty you have shown us since 1945.
You deserve our gratitude and thanks. Your continued
trust has allowed us to support many great causes,
associations, and institutions in our neighbourhoods.
Thank you.

Give us a call at 705.445.4738

or visit our website www.nobleins.on.ca

(Please see ad on page 21)

PIONEER HANDCRAFT

Pioneer Handcraft has been building furniture
to exacting standards for over seventy years. Using
traditional craftsmanship we build and design enduring
pieces that stand the test of time and compliment every
chalet and cottage setting. From an 800 square foot

cabin through to an 8000 square foot lodge, Pioneer
helps make these leisure experiences memorable.

Our vision is to maintain the quality and commitment
to our customers that has made Pioneer the only choice
for our discerning clients.

Please visit our online showroom at:
www.pioneerhandcraft.ca

Or please visit one of our

conveniently located Showrooms:

Main Showroom and Shop

1115 Highway 11, South, Severn Bridge
Phone: 800.567.6604 Fax: 705.689.6371
Georgian Bay Showroom

Highway 400, North Waubaushene
Phone: 705.538.9989, Fax: 705.538.1265
(Please see ad on page 53)

FURNITURE

__f!'ff"l'}l"'."

) MO

S %0

Visit our store online www.foleys.ca

s

FINE FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

511 Hume Street, Hwy 26
Collingwood
705.445.0661 » 1.800.461.9199
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RAPPING

BY ADRIENNE BROWN // ILLUSTRATION BY SHEILA BRITTON

You're finished your shopping and you've

picked out the perfect gifts for all your friends
and family. Now it’s time to wrap each one up
in a pretty package that’s just as special as the

gift itself - and the recipient.

If you have an at-home wrapping station (whether permanent
or temporary for the holidays) yowll find wrapping easier and more
enjoyable. Here’s how to set one up in your home.

CREATE A WRAPPING STATION THAT WORKS

It’s a hassle to wrap on the floor one day and in the dining room the
next, spending time moving from room to room, squeezing in wherever
you can and trying to avoid rogue dog hairs and carpet fluff.

Dedicate a small space for wrapping to make things easier on yourself.
Corinna Vangerwen, an editor, writer and stylist who offers creative gift
wrapping services and workshops in the Toronto area, says “crowded equals
crinkled.” A large dining table made to seat six to eight people is great, but
you can manage with a smaller table, desk or kitchen island, as long as it’s
not too shallow. You need space to spread out. Vangerwen suggests a surface
that’s at least five to six feet long and two to three feet deep.

SUPPLIES TO KEEP ON HAND:

Essentials: tape, scissors, tissue, paper, ribbon

Bonuses: Toppers and gift tags. Vangerwen prefers double sided tape
and likes to keep a variety of paper on hand.

Rolls vs. Sheets: Not sure which type of paper to buy? Sheets of
wrapping paper will have creases, but they’re also easier to store. Rolls are
smooth but take up more space and can get squished more easily.

HOW TO KEEP YOUR SPACE TIDY

Vangerwen's number one rule for creating a gift wrapping station that
works: have a spot for everything. Pick up a few plastic containers to store
your supplies so you can tuck them away when they’re not being used. Try
a wastebasket for storing your rolls of paper ~ “when it’s full, you know
you need to stop buying paper,” laughs Vangerwen.

T-shaped ornament and jewelry stands are perfect for storing rolls
of ribbon.

Most importantly, keep everything in one place so you always have it
handy when you're ready to wrap.
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CORINNA'S TOP TIPS
FOR PRETTY GIFTS

/ “Enjoy it, don't stress about it.” As soon
as you relax, wrapping becomes more fun and
is easier, so you end up with a nicer finished
product. Take your time and don't rush.

“It's a pretty present - don't forget you're
celebrating something!”

2. Give yourself time to wrap carefully:
“Fold corners nicely and pay attention to the
small details,” says Vangerwen. Take care to
have good craftsmanship. Even a gift wrapped
in the plainest paper can be turned into
something special.

(?. It's always fun to add a topper. Try a
sprig of cedar, jingle bells, small toys for kids or
a candy cane. Anything other than a bow will
jazz up your presentation. “You can have so
much fun with those,” says Vangerwen. “You
have the opportunity to get really creative.”

4. You can do a lot with material selection.

Choose a fun, patterned paper and some nice
ribbon. It doesn't have to be expensive, but nice
materials will make wrapping more fun. Get

creative by trying different materials like a map,

wallpaper scraps or pages from old books. ou

m What colours and styles are hot for wrapping this season? Visit

ourhomesmagazine.com/getwrapping for Corinna Vangerwen’s top picks.
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The festive holiday season is fast Stairs
approaching and what a perfect Doors
time to show your appreciation. Get C;lhng
in early and order your promotional gltchen h
. . esign & Build ; 2
gjfts for clients, emplqyees and. B R Elomics =
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www.southpawcanada.com OPEN raes ﬁ

or stop into our showroom HOUSE L wal .}u-

at 16 Ronell Crescent, every Saturday.

Collingwood, ON, L9Y 4J7 10 am - 3 pm

orcall a representative to work until January, 2013 or until sold.
with you on that special give away
you can put into Santa’s Sac.

1.866.716.1705
705.444.1565

www.southpawcanada.com

Perfect oppportunity for
our clients to view our
completed products.

Home Building

& Improvement Stan Voutier

We don’t just meet expectations.
...we exceed them.

Growing up in small town, Port Maitland, Nova Scotia, |
helped my Dad build our family home at the age of 11. After
graduating from Acadia University, | moved to Ontario and
worked as a site foreman for one of (anada’s largest home
builders. As a tradesman, I've worked overseas to help rebuild
several communities affected by natural disasters. As a
licensed recovery diver, I've also lent my services to Grenada
after Hurricane lvan and Thailand after the 2004 tsunami.

I'm also a freemason and a part-time fire fighter.

Visit us online or call today for a quote.
And remember...
there’s no job too BIG or too smalL.

705-790-4072
stan_voutier@hotmail.com
swinginhammers.com



Jonna Chalmers adds a pinch of contemporary to .
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BY WILLIAM SHELLEY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY SANDY MACKAY

Nothing exudes character like an original
North American log cabin. This sort of
character can’t be imitated — the knots of
the old-growth trees and the notches on

the hand-hewn logs give these buildings

a distj.nct time Signature. Continued on page 97
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Such structures are rare in Ontario today, though a few survive.
Wind Haven, the home Jonna Chalmers shares with her husband, Ralph
Kertcher, near Meaford, is the happy marriage of two heritage log cabins.
The front portion of the home is a cabin made of rock elm dating from the
early 1800s that was probably one of the first European-built structures in
Sullivan Township south of Owen Sound, where Jonna found it 37 years
ago. The excellent condition of the wood attests to the durability of rock
elm, a tree prized by pioneer builders, but all but wiped out by Dutch elm
disease. The back half of the home is a pine log cabin, well over a century
old, that Jonna found in Quebec. She had both structures dismantled,
the logs numbered and then painstakingly reassembled. She originally
envisioned the home as a chalet and planned to keep her house in Toronto,
but she became attached to this area. She soon made Southern Georgian
Bay her permanent home and today owns Jonna’s Rustic Refinement,
adécor and furniture boutique near Blue Mountain.

Jonna made the architectural drawings for her home and then brought
in an architect to check them. Both cabins were two storeys but Jonna
removed the second floor of the back cabin to open it up, retaining a loft
as the master bedroom, accessed by a spiral staircase. The front cabin
has a second floor containing an office, guest bedroom and second bath.
The unifying element between the two original structures is a large
brick fireplace and chimney. When Jonna found the front cabin, it had
been converted into a barn with an oversized doorway. Instead of filling
it in, Jonna saw an opportunity to use this space. “Looking at this big
opening, I thought, ‘this is the perfect place to put a fireplace.” I wanted
it double-sided, “ she says. “When I had company here and I was cooking,
I wanted to see the fire.” The fireplace provides comfort and a cheerful
spectacle for anyone seated in the dining room or in the living room. Jonna
keeps her holiday décor low-key and natural, using pinecones and pine
and cedar boughs. “It’s always festive in here, so I dor't have to add alot,”
she Says.  Continued on page 100

ABOVE: Jonna's collection of native North
American handicrafts is prominent throughout
her home. Hanging on the wall is a circa-1900
Navajo rug. LEFT: In the kitchen, antique
windows serve as cupboard doors and a lime
green backdrop makes the white dishes pop.
OPPOSITE, LEFT: Kim Hall of Pinetiques built
the distressed kitchen island, which offers both
seating and storage. TOP RIGHT: Jonna enjoys
a hot cup of coffee at home. BOTTOM RIGHT: A
country-inspired whiskey decanter set - just one
of many entertaining accessories available at
Jonna's shop.

ourhomes fall/holiday



feature

- Her home may be small
e butitls fullof character
e. JGI'lr';a‘ﬁh; her
S0 tom-made from
= 19 Cowhides, tolastsher.
Tifetime, It's the idea
%e-._spot to cuddte.upBy. -

uble-sided-,\.gd}:r
ing fir . Fiow

ourhomes fall/holiday 2012 99




In a cosy nook on the other side of the living room
is a mid-19th century thick-hewn pine school desk
from Quebec. TOP. LEFT: Modern and rustic come
together in the main bathroom, which features

a glassed-in shower with stone walls. BOTTOM
LEFT: Antique sports equipment - wooden skis,

a handmade toboggan, leather saddle and old ice
skates - offers the nostalgia of winters passed.

The living room with its two-storey height and pine floor (not original
to the cabin, but installed by Ralph in more recent years) is the showcase
for much of Jonna’s custom furniture and collectables. She sells many
of the items in her store - the Mongolian sheepskin throw, the copper-
shaded Lodge-style lamp, the slate-topped tables and iron lamps made
by her son, John, and the cowhide rugs and furniture, to name just a few.
The sofa is custom-made from 19 cowhides. “I wanted this to last me the
rest of my life,” she says, turning the cushions to show that the quality is
consistent. “Leather looks better the older it gets.” The rugs and accent
pillows are also cowhide, as are the dining room chairs. “I love cowhide
rugs and I sell a lot in my shop,” says Jonna. “They last, you can vacuum
them, and if you spill on them, you just wipe it off.”

Every piece of Wind Haven has a heritage story behind it. Against the
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living room wall stands a thick-hewn pine school bench and desk, dating
from the mid-19th century, from Quebec. Like most of the antiques in the
house (and the logs and beams of the house itself), it is old and rare. “It’s
adouble bench, meant for two kids side-by-side. There’s even graffiti on
it,” says Jonna.

Her extensive collection of antique native North American handicrafts,
including hides, leatherwork, baskets, blankets, prints and twig
furniture, is one of the home’s dominant themes. One of the rarest
pieces is a circa-1900 Navajo rug that hangs on the living room wall.
Jonna points out how native art is increasingly rare. “I can't find these
anymore,” she says, referring to an Ojibwa reed basket decorated with
sweetgrass and porcupine quills. “And very few people make new
ones anymore.”  Continued on page 102
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Georgian Custom Décor

WINDOW TREATMENTS, UPHOLSTERY, FABRIC, CUSTOM BEDDING

519-924-1907

GREY ROAD 13, EUGENIA
WWW.GEORGIANCUSTOMDECOR.COM

Let us help you to realize your landscaping vision.

1 LANDSCAPING

Martin Zeng

“WRIGHT WAY revovarions .

705 444.7700

FINISHING TOUCH CENTRE

Thornbury, Ontario

HARDWOOD . NATURAL STONE . GRANITE . FRAMELESS GLASS

s 0 o M | A Y
King’s Court, Thornbury . www.floorcrafters.ca . 519.599.5055
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TOP & BOTTOM LEFT: At the top of the spiral staircase

is the master bedroom loft, outfitted with warm, plush
bedding and another cowhide rug. A small antique desk and
open shelving serve as bedside tables. ABOVE: The upper
level of the front cabin has a second, more traditional
bathroom with a claw-foot tub.

Jonna had the kitchen, dining room, bathroom and front hall renovated
recently, and re-floored in stone. Kim Hall of Pinetiques in Clarksburg,
oversaw the kitchen renovation, which embodies a rustic style similar to the
rest of the home, with antique windows serving as the cupboard doors, and
detailing like old-world lime green inside the cupboards.

The iron pot rack-lamp over the island is one of several forged pieces
in the house made by Jonna's father, Ernst Mortensen. Fascinating
decorative details abound throughout the home, including panels, picture
frames and other detailing in birch bark and twigs by the late Diane
April McVittie. On the living room wall is a colour print from an early
20th century automobile calendar in which a native man in traditional
dress, paddling a canoe in a lake, looks up at a shiny new car passing on
awinding road. This sums up Jonna’s sense of style: a deep regard for the
past and an eye for the contemporary. ox

Inside, outside, &
o the ground up...

...we are your
Complete Property
Services Company!

1 for fall window & eavestrough cleaning,
{ ° roof inspections & driveway snow removal
705.444.5712

Inger scott@ainger-gna.com
On schedule...At your convenience

I’ ".-‘,.'J

Phil Macdonald

Lindsay Macdonald-Brooks Matthew Macdonald

Buying or Selling Real Estate
in the Georgian Triangle?

Give us a chance to

"UWow QW With Service’

Call the Dynamic Dubiens
Angiline: zos) 888-0021
Rob: zos) 888-0092

www.dubiens.com

MILLENNIUM INC.
Brokerage
72 HURONTARIO ST

COLLINGWOOD, ON o Diabion

/f/z;/r’/@u /'/_//é"}"//
Sales Representative

Sales Representative

€I MACNUSSEN

Breng volrr afedms st
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4473 County Road 124 S, Collingwood
705.445.6665 - 1.877.985.3667

Mon - Thurs 9am - 6pm, Fri 9am - 8pm, Sat 9:30am -6pm, Sun 11am -5pm
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OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have
utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we're making it easier than
ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below

are organized alphabetically by industry.

ANTIQUES
PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 93

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION
GEORGIAN AUDIO VIDEO Page 65,6769, 71,73
HURONIA ALARMS Pagel1

RED BRICK GROUP Puge 47

BBQ'S/FIREPLACES
NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Page 4

BUILDERS

A.M. CONTRACTING Page 72

ABSOLUTE CRAFTSMEN LTD. Page 65
BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION Page47

BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP Page 113

BLAKE FARROW PROJECT
MANAGEMENT Page 69

BOB ARMSTRONG CONSTRUCTION Page 67

CARTER ALLEN Page 53

ELGAARD CONSTRUCTION Page85

L. PATTEN & SONS LTD. Page 33

LEGENDARY LOGCRAFTERS Page73

MICHAEL ROACH CONTRACTING INC. Page88

PARAGON CARPENTRY Page19

PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.
Page71

PORTER SKELTON & ASSOCIATES Page 32

SCOTBUILD Pagel15

STONE CUSTOM HOMES Page 31

VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION Page 83

VILLAGE BUILDERS Page 35

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
KNIGHTS' HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page87
MOGGIE VALLEY Page 105

THORNBURY HOME HARDWARE Page 47

CABINETS & MILLWORK/
WOODWORKING/CUSTOM
FURNITURE

JTI DESIGN Page 65

PINETIQUES Page 33

PIONEER HANDCRAFT FURNITURE Pagc 53
RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page87
THE OLD FORGE Page 60

TIMELESS WOODWORK Page89

CLEANING
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 103

AM MORRIS JANITORIAL SERVICES Page89

MOLLY MAID GEORGIAN BAY Page 88

THE CARETAKERS HOUSEKEEPING
SERVICES Page72,105

THE CLEANING BEES Page89

COMPUTER/IT SUPPORT
CANHELPIT Page 60

CONCIERGE & EVENT PLANNING
ON THE HILL CONCIERGE Page 22

COUNTERTOPS/GRANITE

& STONE

DI PIETRA DESIGN Page 109

RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page87

DESIGNERS & HOME STAGING
ABBOTT DESIGN LTD. Page9

BLACK TUSK DEVELOPMENT GROUP Pugcl13
BRAMWELL.SHARP DESIGN Pag I8
CHERCHE HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 33
DESIGNS BY ANDREA Page 89

FAD FARROW ARCARO DESIGN Page 32

ELECTRICAL
BEAR ELECTRIC Page88

CLEARLITE ELECTRICAL, EXCAVATING
& HAULAGE Page 47

EQUESTRIAN
DAPPLE GRAY - HORSE, HOUND & HOME
Page 88

EXCAVATING

CLEARLITE ELECTRICAL, EXCAVATING
& HAULAGE Page 47

FABRIC/BEDDING/UPHOLSTERY
GEORGIAN CUSTOM DECOR Pagc 101

FASHION/CLOTHING
LILRADS Page 41

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/MORTGAGE
NOBLE INSURANCE Page 2!
SUTHERLAND INSURANCE Puge 12

FIREPLACES & STOVES
CHANTICO FIREPLACE GALLERY Page 14
NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Page 4

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM
BARRIE TRIM Page 10
DEAN'S CARPET ONE FLOOR & HOME Page73

FLOORCRAFTERS FINISHING TOUCH
CENTRE Page 101

GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page37
KNIGHTS' HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 87
MEAFORD CARPET & INTERIORS Page 60
MOGGIE VALLEY Page105

PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 93

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
FOLEY'S FURNITURE Page 9l

HOME FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 41
LEON'S Page 103

MACDONALD’S BRANDSOURCE
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Pagelll

GARDEN CENTRES/GREENHOUSES/
FLORISTS
PAPERWHITE Page83

GEOTHERMAL

NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION
Page 85
NOTTAWASAGA MECHANICAL Page 107

GLASS WALLS

MONARCH MOVEABLE GLASS WALLS
Page 91

HEALTH & BEAUTY/WELLNESS
MASSAGE THERAPY Page88

HEATING & COOLING
NAPOLEON HOME COMFORT Page 4

NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION
Page 85

NOTTAWASAGA MECHANICAL Page107

HOME DECOR & FURNITURE
ABACUS FURNITURE DESIGN Page71
ADORN |l BOUTIQUE Page 22

CHERCHE HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 33

Continued on page 106

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-445-5065.
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THE VOICE OF
SOUTH GEORGIAN BAY

www.977theBeach.ca

B ALL DECKING MATERIALS
B BOARD & BATTEN M POST & BEAM
Il WHITE PINE FLOORING M T&G SIDING

High Quality: White Pine, Red Pine, Cedar, Hemlock
1" Boards - 2" Dimension; 4" and 6" Squares
SALE - 1"x 8" pine boards 40 cents a linear foot

CALL FOR QUOTE
MOGGIE VALLEY TIMBER INC,

RR#1 Holland Centre, ON
519=794+0018
www.moggievalleytimber.com

Mon - Thurs - 7:30am to 5:30pm
Friday - 7:30am to 12:30pm

Ta kmg Cure of Your Hw&ekeeﬁnﬁﬂm ihﬂ"ia!l
Rachelle Gauvredu

705 4437790

fhecametakers@rogers.com Envir:
arefkershous :
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Continued from page 104

CORINTHIAN KITCHEN & BATH STUDIO
Page 69

COUNTRY CHARM Page 72

DJ'S FURNITURE Page 109

FAD FARROW ARCARO DESIGN Page 32

FOLEY'S FURNITURE Page9l

GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 37

HABITAT INTERIORS INC. Page18

HOME FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 41

KAON FURNITURE Page 107

LEON'S Page103

LEUK BlJ HERMAS INTERIORS Page 37

MACDONALD'S BRANDSOURCE
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 111

THE RUSTY STAR Page85

VAN ALLAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 83

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/
RENOVATIONS

ELGAARD CONSTRUCTION Page85
KITCHEN PAINTERS Page 67

KNIGHTS' HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page87
SWINGIN HAMMERS Page 93

TOP DRAWER INTERIORS Page 37

WRIGHT WAY RENOVATIONS Page 101

KITCHEN & BATH

CORINTHIAN KITCHEN & BATH STUDIO
Page 69

GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page37

KITCHEN PAINTERS Page 67

KNIGHTS' HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page87

RIVERSIDE CUSTOM CABINETS LTD Page87

THE OLD FORGE Page 60

LANDSCAPING/LAWN & GARDEN

AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 103

BELMONT LANDSCAPING & DESIGN Page 25

GARDENS OF PRESTIGE Page4!

GEORGIAN SPRINKLERS Page 89

GORDON J. LEECE LANDSCAPES
& GARDENS Page 69

HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES Page113

IKES TURF Page 53

ORMSBY'S GARDEN CENTRE &
LANDSCAPING Page 60

ROCKSOLID LANDSCAPES Page 26

THE LANDMARK GROUP Page 17, 54¢55

VOGEL LANDSCAPE DESIGN &
CONSULTING GROUP Page 32

ZENG LANDSCAPING Page 101

LIGHTING
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 37

MASONRY & STONEWORK
HACKSTONE LANDSCAPES Page 113

MEDIA
BAYSHORE BROADCASTING Page 105

MOVING & STORAGE
JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS Page 88

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
ADMIRAL COLLINGWOOD PLACE Page15

DEVONLEIGH HOMES -DWELL@CREEKSIDE
Page 116

FAR HILLS - CHESTNUT PARK Pagc6
MAPLE MEADOW HOMES Page 85
PRETTY RIVER - BRIARWOOD HOMES Page3

SHERWOOD HOMES - GEORGIAN
MEADOWS Page 24

SHERWOOD HOMES - SILVER GLEN Page27
SOLCORP DEVELOPMENTS Page 23

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
ABACUS FURNITURE DESIGN Page71

PAINTING & DECORATING
KNIGHTS' HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page87
ROBINSON'S PAINT & WALLPAPER Page 40

PLANNING & PROJECT
MANAGEMENT
LOFT PLANNING - KRISTINE A. LOFT Page 33

POOLS, SPAS, HOT TUBS & SAUNAS
ARCTIC SPAS COLLINGWOOD Page72
BEACHCOMBER HOT TUBS Puage 89

PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS
SOUTH PAW CANADA Page 93

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 103

REAL ESTATE
CENTURY 21 OFFORD REALTY
- KEVIN WOOLHAM Page2
CENTURY 21 MILLENIUM INC.
= ANGILINE & ROB DUBIEN Page103
CHESTNUT PARK - THE MOVIE GALS Page7
CLAIRWOOD REALTY - EMMA BAKER,
KAREN POSHTAR, SHERRY RIOUX Page 81
COMMONSENSE NETWORK BROKERAGE
- COREEN TROTT Page 109

PRUDENTIAL RONAN REALTY - KRISTINA
TARDIF, NADENE MILNES Page 88

RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS REALTY LIMITED
- DOUG GILLIS Page8

RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS REALTY LIMITED
- BRAD WILLIAMS Page5

RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS REALTY LIMITED
- MARK VEER, MARY RIOPELLE Page87

ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH
REALTY Page19, 58,59, 61

ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH
REALTY - MIKE KEARNS &
DOUG BEAUMONT Page 19

TRI-W REAL ESTATE - JANE MOYSEY,
STEVE MOYSEY Page 107

RETIREMENT RESIDENCES/
SENIORS' COMMUNITIES
CHARTWELL SELECT Pagel1l

ROOFING
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 103

SECURITY, LOCK & KEY
HURONIA ALARMS Pagell

SNOW REMOVAL
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 103
PALLISTER SNOW REMOVAL Pyge 89

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
COLLINGWOOD BIA Page23

THORNBURY BUILDERS & TRADES
ASSCOCIATION Page 53

SPECIAL EVENTS
HOLIDAY HOME TOUR Page3I

VACUUMS
BLUE MOUNTAIN VACUUM Page 88

WINDOW FASHIONS

ASHTON'S BLINDS.DRAPERIES.SHUTTERS
Page 32

GEORGIAN CUSTOM DECOR Page 101
MEAFORD CARPET & INTERIORS Page 60
SHADES & SHUTTERS Page 89

WINDOWS & DOORS
BARRIE TRIM Page 10
CEDARPORT WINDOW & DOOR
CENTRE INC. Page13
KNIGHTS' HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 87

ELEVATE YOUR GUESTS
TO NEW HEIGHTS.

Sleep your guests in style and comfort with one
of our hand-crafted bunkbeds. Available in
various styles, colours, and sizes from twin over
twin to queen over queen.

1-800-693-2233
7446 County Rd. 91, Stayner, ON.

FURNITURE

www. kaonfurniture.ca
a 0 '] kaonfurniture@gmail.com

NOTTAWASAGA
MECHANICAL

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!

18 years ful(liy staffed rental division, property investment
advice, over 540 properties SOLD!

P,

ATTENTION PEAKS & ALPINE SKIERS - BEST OF BOTH WORLDS!

Upscale WATERFRONT chalet,/summer cottage, just across from your ski club - yours o enjoy all seasons! Private,
on Yz acre, serene yet central near Thombury & 6. Bay Club. 4 bdrms up + 1 potential on ground level, 3 baths,
fieldstone fireplace, high ceilings, gleaming hardwood, open great room, hot tub, firepit, all with Bay views! !

Asking $849,000.

Beautifully reno’d raised bungalow with deeded beach access just steps away! 5 bdrms, 3 baths, Craigleith
location, hardwd floors, granite counfers, fam room, detached “office”, large lot! Asking $399,900.

PENTHOUSE WITH PANORAMIC BAY VIEW!
2800 sq. ft., 4 bdms,/4 baths, elegant, 2000 sq. ft. terrace! Concierge bldg w full security, private sand
beach, outdoor pool, 2 res parking spots in heated garage, petfriendly! Near Sunset Pt. Park-long w/front
walks or take children to huge playground, minutes to main shopping street. .

e pe e Asking $749,000

705 429-3512

www.nottawasagamechanical.com

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-445-5065.

info@tri-wrealestate.com
www.tri-wrealestate.com

. ysey Y
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Do you have a favourite sweater that you no
longer wear? Pull it out of the drawer and
make it into a throw cushion for a chair, sofa
or your bed. With some basic sewing skills,
the right tools and an insert, you can get warm

and cosy with that sweater all over again. | SN
- Sweater Cushion Dos
\ * |f you don't have a sweater on
. e hand, visit your local thrift store.

® Hand-wash the sweater before
starting your project.

Consider adding a lining if

) your sweater is thin.

B

* Measure twice, cut once.

o Think outside the box. You
can also use old leather or
suede jackets. on

Want to make one? Get instructions:
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/cushions
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..&truly enjoy your surroundings on this partially wooded, retreat-like property in one of the
most desirable areas of Wasaga Beach. Stunning, unique home with custom finishes. 2897
sq. ft. of finished living space. Brand new gourmet kitchen, quartz counters, SS appliances &
pantry/wetbar. Vaulted ceilings, floor to ceiling gas stone FP, skylights, heated floors, hardwood
floors. 4 bdrms, 2 ensuites, 1 main & 2 powder. Walkouts on 3 levels w spectacular views of the
Nottawasaga River & wildlife.

Wait for it.... Charming guest house over detached 3 car

garage complete w kitchen, 2 bdrms, full bath, large LR w
wood burning stove, 2 walkouts to private decks. Boating, |
hiking, snowmobiling, snowshoeing, x-country, minutes to

WROXETER SHOWROOM

R.R.#2 - 43195 AMBERLEY RD .. o
beach. Close to golfing & skiing. Great B&B potential with
519.335.3228 each. Close T£1]01/2nﬁ ; ungGT/;ea potential wi
Mon-Thurs 8:00am to 5:00pm town approval. @by
Fri. -8:00am to§0pm MLS #X2451039
St & SRR e S0fgn Offered for sale at $81 9 ,000
HANOVER SHOWROOM
- 805 - 10th STREET
"\, - 519.506.3228 For more details contact CO reen TI'Ott
(2, sl SHEIVEm D Xl 705-429-6925 | coco_trott@hotmail.com

Fri 9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

Commonsense Network Brokerage
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CANADIAN OWNED AND OPERATED

Ui Pictra DESION

THE COUNTERTOP SPECIALISTS
Custom Fabrication Slab & Tile

672 Welham Rd,
Barrie, ON
1.855.727.0096
www.dipietradesign.com

Dream kitchens and spa like bathrooms

Built to suit your taste and budget

Building or renovating? Our team of design experts
are here to make it easy

CHRISTMA

stone” CORIAN' ZODIAQ g HunSwne BLANCO —ipoarssiks  Staron”

SOLID SURFACES  QuamT? SUMPACES




cood taste

INCORPORATING
WINE & SPIRITS
INTO YOUR
HOLIDAY GIFTS

BY TONIA WILSON

The season Of glVln 1S UPON US and for many of s,
the list is long. What to give the boss? What to give the person who has
everything? Is there something interesting to take to a holiday party other
than the old standard of a bottle of cabernet sauvignon? Well, hopefully I
can help in this department, as there’s a world of fun gift-giving options
out there. Of course there are all sorts of budgets, but I'll try to at least
point you in the right direction for possibilities. Consider the following
as a shopping list for all your gift-giving needs! (If you are unfamiliar
with any of these wines or beers just ask for help while in your store, they

should all be readily available).

HEADING TO A HOLIDAY PARTY?
Try taking a bottle of prosecco or cava, both are festive sparkling wines
that won't break the bank.

A BOTTLE FOR THE BOSS?

A cabernet sauvignon from California, an Amarone from Italy or a
burgundy from France are always solid choices. Or try a 10, 20 or 30 year
old tawny port, this will last longer than one bottle of wine and will
remind your boss how great you are over and over again.

THE FATHER, BROTHER, FATHER-IN-LAW, AND SO ON...?

Put together an interesting basket of beers, choose all different varieties
to allow a real taste experience. Fill it with wheat beer, stout, Abbey-style
ale, an India pale ale and anything else that seems interesting,

THE MOTHER, SISTER, MOTHER-IN-LAW, AND SO ON...?

Why not try a bottle of something floral, sweet and pretty. Dessert wines
such as icewine, Beaumes de Venise, moscato or late harvest wines are a
real sweet treat and are the perfect way to finish off a meal or to sip chilled
as an aperitif before dinner.

THE FOODIE IN YOUR LIFE?

Choose a region in the world such as Spain or Niagara and then fill a
basket or wine crate with wines and food products from that area. You
can add olive oil, cheese, mustards, preserves, etc.

If you have alittle extra time on your hands you can always make some
gifts that incorporate wines and spirits. Here are a couple of suggestions
that are easy and delicious!
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CLASSIC FRENCH CHICKEN LIVER PATE

Give this as a hostess gift with a nice baguette and a

bottle of Chardonnay from France or Niagara.

2 tbsp unsalted butter

Y Ib chicken livers, cleaned

Y cup white onion or shallots, finely chopped

2 tsp fresh thyme, finely chopped

Y cup dry white wine

Salt and pepper to taste

Melt butter in a pan, add
onions and thyme and cook
until onions are translucent,
about 10 minutes.

Add wine and reduce for
1 minute.

Add livers and cook through,
3-4 minutes. Place everything
in a food processor, pureé to
smooth and season to taste with salt and pepper.

Place mixture in a glass crock or decorative ramekin
and keep refrigerated until ready to give. Spread paté
on bread slices and serve with chilled white wine.

©6 © 0 0 0 0 0 00 000000000000 0000000000000000 00
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LIMONCELLO

Here is an easy recipe for
the sunny liqueur from the
Amalfi coast in Italy. The first
year [ lived in Rome I made this
asa Christmas gift for everyone
in my family. On returning to
Canada for the holidays I was
stopped at Customs with a
suitcase filled with the yellow
bottles. Fortunately for me

(and my family), the Customs agent was Italian and let
me pass through with my clandestine stash!

5 large lemons, washed well

750 ml vodka, a mid-priced brand is sufficient

2 % cups sugar

2 Y4 cups water

Peel the zest from all the lemons, making sure to avoid
the white pith. Place in a large glass jar along with the
vodka. Cover and let stand for 2 weeks in a dark place.
When ready, heat sugar and water in a small pot,
stir until sugar has completely dissolved. Let cool to
room temperature.

Strain vodka into sugar mixture and divide into
decorative bottles for gift giving. Make sure to serve
Limoncello straight from the freezer in small sherry
glasses or shooter glasses. Salute! oH
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ask me

... what it's like to get your best
night’s sleep every night'

BRANDSOURCE

206518 Hwy. 26 E, MEAFORD

519-538-1620 » 800-265-3172

Furniture & Appliances

www.macdonaldsfurniture.com

o
ONALD MCDONALD
'HOUSE CHARITIES LN

SCAN ME

STORE HOURS: Mon. - Sat. 9 am - 5:30 pm ¢ Fri. 9 am - 8:00 pm ¢ Sun. 11 am -4 pm

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE...
FRIENDSHIP & COMPANIONSHIP

The opportunities for friendship
happen every day.

You'll discover a fulfilling lifestyle where you
can relax and spend time with old friends,
while making new ones. Social outings,
special events and favourite pastimes fill
your day, and all the work is taken care of by
our warm and friendly staff.

WINTER STAY

Rest ® Relax ® Recover

CHARTWELL
GEORGIAN TRADITIONS
RETIREMENT RESIDENCE

57 Trott Blvd., Collingwood, ON

Call 705-444-6431




cooking at home

ALMOND GINGER
CHOCOLATE BARK

BY MARIA DASILVA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT HUNTER

Every year about thls tlme as the mercury drops and the
days get shorter, my mind naturally turns to the fast -approaching holiday season.
And one of my favourite holiday traditions is poring over cookbooks looking for
inspiration for this year’s homemade gifts from my kitchen. Nothing is sweeter
than stirring, swirling and baking up tasty treats to wrap and deliver to friends,
family, co-workers, teachers and other special folks in my life. While the cookies,
candies and breads I bake may vary from year to year, a staple gift from my kitchen
is chocolate bark. It's appealing because of its simplicity and opportunity for
variations. Plus, it's chocolate — and who does't love the gift of chocolate?

There are few ingredients involved, so I like to splurge a little and choose
the best chocolate I can find. Dark chocolate is my favourite base for bark - its
rich, deep flavour complements the roasted nuts and sweet fruits that dot the
surface. But milk chocolate and white chocolate (or perhaps all three!) work
wonderfully as well. As for the nuts and fruit, anything goes. Peanuts, cashews,
pecans, pistachios, hazelnuts, apricots, cranberries, raisins, cookie bits, candy
pieces, pretzels, marshmallows - you get the point! Stick to three toppings at most
so that each flavour gets a chance to shine without getting muddled in the mix.

For this year’s bark, 'm going with the combination of dark chocolate, almonds
and candied ginger - a little bit toasty, a little bit spicy and perfectly decadent.
Happy holidays!
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ALMOND GINGER CHOCOLATE BARK
(Makes: about 20 pieces)

11b (450 g) dark chocolate, chopped

% cup toasted whole almonds, coarsely chopped

% cup candied ginger, thinly sliced

Melt chocolate in a heatproof bowl set over a pot of
gently simmering water, stirring often until smooth.
Stir in about one third of each of the almonds and
candied ginger. Pour mixture onto parchment paper-
lined baking sheet and gently spread with the back of a
spoon until about an even scant %.-inch (1 cm) thickness.
Sprinkle with remaining almonds and candied ginger.
Refrigerate until solid, about 20 minutes. Break or cut
into pieces.

The bark will keep refrigerated in an airtight container
for about 1 week.

For gift giving, package as desired.

VARIATION:
Pistachio Cranberry
Apricot Swirl Bark - Melt
separately 10 oz. (280 g) dark
chocolate and 6 oz. (170 g) white
chocolate. Stir one third of each: %
cup roasted shelled pistachios, ¥ cup .
dried apricots, quartered and % cup dried
cranberries into the melted dark chocolate.
Spread onto baking sheet. Drizzle with
melted white chocolate. Use toothpick,
skewer, or back of knife to swirl the
chocolates together. Sprinkle with
remaining pistachios, apricots and
cranberries. Continue as
recipe above. o
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HACKStONe ig
Landscapes

W@w

custom landscape designs
expert stonescaping
natural water features
spectacular gardens
dramatic outdoor lighting
exceptional results

proud member of

landscape ontario.com

www.facebook.com/
hackstonelandscapes Cueen for Lkl

519-922-2929 landscape industry
www.hackstone.ca certified

What is
your vision
of ‘'home’?

BLACK

TUSK

Development Group

ARCHITECTURAL
DESIGN

PROJECT
MANAGEMENT

CONSTRUCTION
SERVICES

BLACK TUSK IS CREATING
UNIQUE VISIONS OF HOME
FOR OUR DIVERSE CLIENTS.

Visit our website for design
ideas and inspiration.

William Brown
PRESIDENT
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGNER

T: 519 599 3337

www.blacktuskdevelopment.ca



finishing touch

Scotbuild takes quality and craftsmanship to the next level...whether building
your dream custom home or restoring the love affair of your existing home.

A beautifully wrapped
gift won't go unnoticed.

A little thought and
creativity can go a long
way in making a loved one
feel special and cared for.

BY DEBORAH MASTERS // PHATOGRAPHY BY TARA CHATTELL

ourhomes

For some giftwrapping inspiration we turned fo Deborah Masters of
Deborah Masters Designs and she wowed us with three stunning styles!

1. GLAMOUR GIRL

Try an elegant colour palette of
black, white and silver. Deborah
used a black, corrugated gift bag
fo wrap a giff, covered it in lace
paper and glammed it up with

a jeweled ribbon, a light aqua
ribbon and a silver clipon bird.

For more gift-wrapping inspiration visit
www.ourhomesmagazine.com/wrapping

fall/holiday

2. NATURE LOVER

Venture out to your backyard

to find some fresh greenery,

like boxwood, to add to your
wrapping. Deborah found some
mini pinecones, a moss basket
and some sficky-back cork paper
at a local craft shop. She wrote
the lucky recipient’s name in
chalk against a recycled piece
of corrugated black paper.

2012

3. CHIC CHICK

Using scrapbooking paper means
you don't have to buy a whole
roll and can personalize each
gift. Playing off the gold in the
design, Deborah chose beautiful
gold and copper ribbons, added
a few sticky jewels to the paper
and topped off the gifts with
embellished clip-on birds. ox
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scotbuild

CUSTOM HOME BUILDER

705.888.2759
scot-build@hotmail.ca
Scott Young | Thornbury
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Occupancy
December 2013

5 Chamberlain Cres., Collingwood

SALES OFFICE HOURS
Mon-Tues 12-6pm
Wed, Thurs & Fri Closed

——

B2 e 105444-0999 o

| | dE\"ﬂﬂlElﬂhHOMES.com *After Hours + Holidays by appointrment
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