
HHonouring family tradition, the dining room tablescape is set with 
unique tree ornaments used as napkin rings that represented each person in the extended 
family. It’s that kind of personal touch that lets guests know they are in the midst of a 
joyful family home – that of Diane McQuaig and Bob Armstrong. 

Marcy Stewart, owner of Flowers by Ms. Design in Creemore, worked with the 
homeowners to transform this already stunning home into a glamorous holiday space. 
It was the fan-favourite home on last year’s Creemore Holiday House Tour, organized by 
Deborah Lalande of Bleu Venue Events.

ANTIQUE 
& UNIQUEChristmas
STORY ANNE TAIT   |   PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

Wicker chairs offer cosy seating 
below a loose wreath that lets 
light filter through the window. 
Pinecones gathered before the 
snowfall fill an old crate on the 
floor and fresh cedar sprigs on 
the table add aroma to the room. 
OPPOSITE, TOP LEFT: Black 
chairs contrast against a rustic 
white farm table and sprays of 
greenery soften the pendant 
lighting. TOP RIGHT: Tree 
ornaments double as napkin rings 
that the owners invite guests to 
keep. BOTTOM: The light from 
white candles in multiple sizes 
doubles in front of the mirror on 
the dining sideboard, draped 
with greenery.
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Graced with the owners’ antiques and 
unique finds from all over the world, Stewart 
quickly recognized they were working in a 
one-of-a-kind home. 

 “Marcy was able to use much of our 
holiday décor but added her own creative 
touches to transform our home into a winter 
wonderland,” recalls McQuaig. With young 
grandchildren visiting over the holidays, 
the team knew they “must be smart about 
decorating with little trinkets.” Added 
décor was sourced by Stewart and provided 
by Georgian Christmas of The Village 
at Blue Mountain and Victorian Values 
of Creemore. Five decorated trees adorn 
the home, including one fresh evergreen 
supplied by Dean Prezio of Collingwood. 
During the tour, visitors sampled treats 
from Pizza Perfect Wings & Good 
Things of Creemore. 

The exterior holiday design, inviting and 
festive, is the work of Lucia Crupi of Lucia 
Crupi Designs. Dramatic urns with holiday 
greens, branches and berries add warmth 
to the main entrance, windows and patio 
doors, while swags and wreaths hug the many 
light sconces. Overhead, garlands twinkle 
with white lights, while silver lanterns, 
ornaments and snowshoes add new interest to 
the magical feel. 

McQuaig and Armstrong enjoy every 
minute at their rural retreat, lovingly referred 
to as Cloud Nine. Nestled in the Creemore 
hills, Diane bought the home in 1991. She and 
Armstrong have each added their personal 
touches. “I love interior design and Bob has a 
passion for the outdoors,” she says. McQuaig 
is the founder of The Creemore General 
Store, a unique shop and art gallery that 
opened in 2014. 

RIGHT: Burlap, pine branches and pinecones dress a 
large planter hung with large ornaments. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Wreaths circle lanterns beside the patio 
window. Snowshoes and dogwood add height to full, 
white planters. BELOW: Another pair of snowshoes 
criss-cross over a window.

LEFT: Vintage skates, an 
old sled and a small tree 
are treasures tucked under 
the stairway adorned with 
beautiful garland. MIDDLE 
LEFT: A small vignette 
of joy and greens in the 
kitchen. BOTTOM LEFT: In 
the front room, a wreath of 
holly encircles a silver stag 
atop the mantel, flanked by 
a rabbit and bird nestled 
among dramatically red-lit 
berries and faux ferns. 
BELOW: Jen Eccles, Lori 
Judzinski and Marcy Stewart 
of Flowers by Ms. Designs 
show off their beautiful 
décor work.

Continued on page 84
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Stewart thinks in terms of vignettes when 
planning a holiday house. Fresh and faux 
greenery, candlelight (the quintessential 
ingredient of the season), white tinker lights, 
gold and silver baubles and special decorations 
are tucked into corners around the home, 
all adding to the feeling of glam. “Greens are 
such an important element,” adds Stewart, 
including broad leaf salal, huckleberry, 
evergreens, juniper, orogenia and adding 
incense cedar in the mix. 

A whimsical touch in the powder room: 
a vintage bodice adorned with burlap 
skirt and greens. 

“In our transformed holiday space, we 
planned a cocktail party for friends, complete 
with musicians and a sing-along,” says 
McQuaig. “Our large family enjoyed a week 
of holiday fun amidst the sparkling trees and 
memorabilia from Christmases gone by.”  OH

LEFT: Silver snowmen, greens and white Christmas 
balls fill a tray on top of the living room sofa table, 
while stacks of red and green books stand behind 
silver doves and boxwoods underneath. BOTTOM 
LEFT: Generous sprays of cedar with tinker lights 
and bronze leaves top the mantel. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
A white lantern and red-wrapped present sit atop a 
sled on the stairs. BELOW: In the powder room, a 
bodice is dressed in pearls and burlap with a skirt of 
fir and cedar.  

Untitled-6   1 15-01-19   5:28 PM

Patio Furniture • Dining Rooms • Bedroom Suites 
• Pub Sets • Sofas • Matresses • And More...

Quality • Custom • Handcrafted 

Solid Wood • Canadian Made • Mennonite

20 Balsam St. Unit#12, Collingwood
705-444-8500

Mon-Sat 10-6  Sun 11-4 

tymehome.com

Tyme_F15.indd   1 15-10-21   1:57 PM

84  |  ourhomes   F A L L / H O L I D A Y  2 0 1 5

holiday house tour



nature’sPALETTE
STORY ANNE TAIT   |   PHOTOGRAPHY SANDY MACKAY

B“Bring the outdoors in,” was homeowner Ian Whitton’s 
direction to Marcy Stewart of Flowers by Ms. Design. Whitton’s rural 
home outside Nottawa, designed by J.H. Rust Architect and built in 
2004 by Porter Skelton & Associates Ltd., was voted the fan 
favourite on last year’s Collingwood Holiday Home tour – a nature-
inspired retreat.

Stewart and her design team embraced the challenge. “I like to 
create a magical feel without losing the character that makes it so 
special – this home allowed that to happen,” says Stewart. 

Nature’s palette lent itself to the desired outdoor feel in this home – 
wood accents, berry reds and fresh greens. “We had trees, animals and 
deer – lots of deer,” laughs Whitton. Tartan was added throughout, a 
nod to Whitton’s part Scottish heritage. 

THIS PAGE: Snow-
covered outdoor 
décor was creatively 
installed by Lucia 
Crupi Designs with 
bountiful sprays 
of cedar and fir 
hanging from the 
porch lights at front 
and back of the 
home. OPPOSITE, 
TOP LEFT: Décor 
helper Jen Eccles, 
Lucia Crupi of Lucia 
Crupi Designs, décor 
helper Lori Judzinski, 
homeowner Ian 
Whitton and 
Marcy Stewart of 
Flowers by Ms. 
Design, with the 
resident dog Mel.

Continued on page 88
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Approaching the house, visitors are 
drawn into the holiday spirit amid hints of 
an old-fashioned Christmas, a welcoming 
oasis created by Lucia Crupi Designs. With 
calming symmetry, gracious urns filled 
with fresh greens, winterberries, twigs 
and pinecones flank the door. Welcoming 
lanterns, swags, wreaths and twinkling 
garlands add to the ambience. On the 
property, a wood burning fireplace supplied 
by Iron Butterfly Blacksmithing Inc. of Lisle 
and outdoor seating create a welcoming 
outdoor living space.

Inside, seasonal décor was provided by 
Flowers by Ms. Design and Thornbury 
Home Hardware Building Centre. In 
the living room, a fresh evergreen provided 
by Dean Prezio of Collingwood displays 
treasured family ornaments, along with 
others on loan from Georgian Christmas of 
The Village at Blue Mountain. On house tour 
day, visitors were treated to hors d’oeuvres 
and homemade soup from the Dornoch Tap 
& Grill in Nottawa. Deborah Lalande of Bleu 
Venue Events organized the tour of six homes 
in the Collingwood area. 

LEFT: Oversize jingle bells were strung over 
the kitchen window seat, and a tartan thermos 
and cookie tin hinted of a cosy winter tea time. 
RIGHT: Leslie Price and Steve Holmes from the 
Dornoch Tap & Grill catered the event. BOTTOM: 
There was joy in the kitchen with wreaths in 
the windows and greenery tucked in above the 
kitchen cabinets and around the pendant lights.

Continued on page 90
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Simple greenery – some fresh, some faux – adorns the fireplace 
mantels, light fixtures, chair backs, stair banister and cabinet tops, 
often aglow with tinker lights. Unique wood accents add to the country 
feel: birch logs, end-cut stump plate chargers, candle stands and a 
variety of wooden ornaments. A custom plank log bench from Iron 
Butterfly Blacksmithing provides additional dining room seating. 

Adding a fun element and a splash of colour, Stewart incorporated a 
variety of plaid accessories – a tartan kilt in place of a tree skirt, tartan 
scarves on the dining room table and bench seating, tartan plates – even 
a vintage tartan thermos and biscuit tin in the kitchen. 

Whitton received many compliments on his décor over the holidays, 
and his entire family enjoyed the setting.  OH

A pair of narrow trees 
were selected to match 
the height of the china 
cabinet in the dining 
room. The table was set 
using a tartan blanket 
as tablecloth, and 
end-cut stumps as plate 
chargers. Bench seat 
courtesy of Iron Butterfly 
Blacksmithing.
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