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50 workable acres and 
large pond in Melancthon. 

$549,900 

Downtown 4 bedroom 
home with great potential.  

$239,000

Beautiful Century home on 
a quiet corner in Clarksburg 

$375,000 

Large one bedroom top 
 oor with views of the Bay. 

$225,000

Income potential & priced 
to sell. 19 bedrooms total.

Only $629,900 

Dawson 4 bedroom, 
Trott upper 2 bedrooms. 

$134,900 to $159,900 

1 and 2 bedroom units 
available. 

$124,900 to $139,900 

Your local Connection

Kevin Woolham 
Sales Representative, SRES®

*Independently Owned and Operated. E&OE **Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale. ***Award information available at Century21 Offord Realty. 

*
72 Hurontario St. Collingwood ON L9Y 2L8

Multiple units right beside 
the Village at Blue. Hill side. 

$215,000 to $264,000

Build your dream chalet 
with views of Georgian Bay.

From $550,000 

Custom built 4400 square foot Ski-in/Ski-out home at the base of Alpine Ski Club. 
Located in the prestigious Alta subdivision and surrounded by wonderful views of both 

the mountain and Georgian Bay. 5 spacious bedrooms and 4 bathrooms.

Upper and lower units 
available. Hill side location. 

$219,000 to $279,000

Sue

Home 
Staging

Jo-Anne

Of ce
Administration

Rhonda

Marketing

Josée Rivard
Sales Representative

705-770-8855
info@joseerivard.com

  FEATURE LISTING  -  183 Alta Road   -   $1,395,000  Tyrolean Lane - Triplex   106 Happy Valley 

 100 Acre Farm  Clarksburg  169 Robinson   Cachet Crossing            Mountain Springs Resort 
    

Vacant Land
Get The Team working for you

   Chalet and building lots | Ann Heggtveit Drive   Grand Georgian Chateau Ridge  Condo Units  
    

N

For study purposes�
E

SW
Ski-in/Ski-out Chalet and 
2 building lots available. 
Prime location only steps 
from the Park at Blue 
Mountain.

$425,00 to $725,000

Vacation & investment opportunities 
Let our team of professionals share 
their knowledge of the area with
you before making a decision. 
Call us today! 

� Wide variety of both MLS® and exclusive building   
 lots.
� Prime lot locations throughout Blue Mountain and 
 surrounding areas.
� Working knowledge of local trades & building   
 requirements.

2 lots at Lora Bay $179,000 & $425,000
Ann Heggtveit Drive $425,000 

108 Craigmore Crescent $179,000 
67 acres in Grey Highlands $159,000 

Craigleith  $144,900

For detailed listings visit 
www.kevinwoolham.com

or call us today! 705.888.1219

Scan with mobile 
QR Reader

Your local Connection

Call or email Kevin Today!
Direct 705.888.1219   Email info@kevinwoolham.com
Of ce 705.445.5640   Toll free 866.669.6608

 � Top Producer for 2011, Century 21 Offord Realty Ltd.  
 � 2011 CENTURION® Sales Award Winner*** 
 � 2012 Director for Georgian Triangle Association 
  of REALTORS®



See the Difference Quality Makes

Featuring

For more information on Kolbe Windows and Doors
Contact Kolbe Gallery of Oakville 1.866.348.4398 or Infusion Windows and Doors Burlington 1.877.319.0744

UNLIMITED POSSIBILITIES

KOLBE_Sp2012.indd   1 12-01-13   1:07 PM

Brad Williams
Broker

705.444.4646 DIRECT

www.bradwilliamsrealtor.com
remaxman@georgian.net

Lifetime Achievement Award

KIMBERLY Cozy, picture perfect, 3 bdrm, 1 bath unique log home.  
Main floor has pine plank flooring & a wood stove. Outstanding views 
of the Beaver Valley along with over 1/3 of an acre of mature trees 
& gardens with direct access to the Bruce Trail. 12 ft. x 8 ft. bunkie. 
Minutes from the Beaver Valley Ski Club & 1/2 hr. from Blue Mountain. 
$289,000 MLS#20120047

ONE OF A KIND! Your own private resort, completely furnished indoor 
& out! Salt water pool with cabana with full 3 pc bath. Outdoor dining 
area. Practice on your private chip & putt green. 4 car garage with 
room for all your toys, gated entrance. Impressive all stone custom 
6400 sq. ft. finished luxurious 5 bdrm, 7 bath home. $2,990,000 
MLS#20115201

MOUNTAIN VIEW ESTATES Fantastic contemporary home in a very 
private setting backing onto Silver Creek. 5 bdrm, 3 bath multi-level 
custom designed home with outdoor deck overlooking the river,  
attached tennis court & hot tub. Attached double car garage. Mudroom 
with ski tuning room. Wood burning fireplace in the open concept liv-
ing rm. Close to all the area’s amenities. $1,595,000 MLS#20114481

NIPISSING RIDGE Professionally designed & decorated turn key 5 
bdrm, 3½ bath chalet. Vaulted ceilings, 3-way stone fireplace w/seat-
ing around, fully finished lower level with media room, exercise area & 
unique 800 bottle wine cellar. Great location for Craigleith, Alpine Ski 
Club & Georgian Bay Club Golf members. $999,000 MLS#20120031

COLLINGWOOD Exclusive Maple Street location. Victorian style brick 
home with wrap around front porch, detached 2 car garage with a 
new paved driveway & private lot at the end of a cul de sac. Heated 
floors in dining & kitchen area. 2300 sq. ft., 3 bdrms, 2½ baths. 
$499,000 MLS#20115151

THORNCROFT ESTATES Vaulted Great Room equipped with media centre 
& gas fireplace. Kitchen provides ample cabinets & countertops & pantry.  
Fully finished lower level with huge entertainment area, hobby room with 
sink, large bdrm & 3 pc bth, 4 bdrm, 3 bath. Garage boasts tandem bay, 
perfect for storage, workshop or 3rd car. $569,000 MLS#20115402

SILVER GLEN PRESERVE Upgraded end townhome backing onto the 
forest. Tanglewood model. 2+1 bdrms, 3½ baths, upgraded kitchen 
with pine centre island bar counter, stone faced gas fireplace with an  
antique mantel, fully finished lower level. Single car garage with  
inside entry. $299,900 MLS#20115217

COLLINGWOOD Fabulous 4 bdrm, 3½ bath family brick home boasts 
a large solarium with hot tub, open concept kitchen, family room 
with gas fireplace, formal living/dining area, hardwood floors, full 
finished basement with walkout to the double car garage. $539,000 
MLS#20114677

ALPINE HILLS Luxurious Mountain chalet. 3850 sq. ft. architecturally 
designed. Loaded with character, 4 bdrms, 3½ baths, wood burning 
fireplace, upgraded fixtures, reclaimed wood floors. Double attached 
garage with inside entry on a nicely treed lot with extensive land-
scaping. Close to Craigleith & Alpine ski clubs & the Village @ Blue. 
$1,450,000 MLS#20115531

GEORGIAN BAY CLUB Custom built 6 bdrm, 3½ bath chalet by  
Patrick Coulter & Associates. 4000 sq. ft. of living space, soaring 
vaulted ceilings in the Great Room, main floor master suite, stunning  
kitchen with granite counters. Full finished lower level with large  
family room. $1,550,000 MLS#20112346

PEAKS BAY Fully serviced waterfront development across from  
Georgian Peaks Ski Club with great vistas of Georgian Bay & the 
Escarpment. Waterfront access. Lots range from $195,000 to 
$375,000. Price includes H.S.T.

NIPISSING RIDGE Magnificent Post & Beam chalet custom built by 
Patrick Coulter & Associates. Over 7200 sq. ft. of finished space with 
7 bdrms, 5½ baths, towering stone wood burning fireplace, reclaimed 
Hemlock wood floors, gourmet kitchen. Views of Georgian Bay. Close 
to Craigleith, Alpine & Georgian Peaks Ski Clubs & Northwinds Beach. 
$2,495,000 MLS#20120051

RemaxWiliamsSk12.indd   1 12-01-25   3:43 PM



Barb Thompson 
& Anita Lauer

SALES REPRESENTATIVES
27 Beaver Street, Thornbury

CHESTNUT PARK REAL ESTATE 
LIMITED, BROKERAGE
393 First Street, Suite 100, 
Collingwood, ON  L9Y 1B3
www.chestnutpark.com
705.445.5454
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Townhomes NOW starting from

$299,900
Condos starting from

$199,900

WE SOLD OUR MODELS!
We’re on the move, launching a new model suite. 

Stunning upgrades include wide plank flooring, glass 
tile backsplash, granite, gas fireplace, beadboard, 

5 appliances, glass enclosed shower and many more.

Comefor aweekend... S†ayfor a lifetime.
Models Open: Saturday, Sunday & Holiday Mondays 

12:00 am – 5:00 pm or by appointment

www.themoviegals.com

Spread:Layout 1  1/3/12  1:12 PM  Page 1

Real estate in action!

Let the moviegals.com use their 
effective internet savvy marketing 

tools to get your home sold. 
Utilizing on-line movies, custom 

brochures, social media and 
monthly internet communications.

Let our movies help you 
get on with your move!

Minutes to Osler          $999,900
4 Bdrm, 3000 sq.ft builder’s 
own custom home set on 7 
acres. Pond, gazebo, hot tub. 

Nippissing Ridge         $699,000
Exquisitely renovated 4 bdrm
3 bath chalet. Cathedral ceilings,
open concept, fireplaces.

Charming farmhouse   $1,150,000
Very private setting with Bateaux
Creek, barn, paddocks and 35
acres. Recently updated.

Far Hills #14              $324,900
3 Bdrm, 21/2 bath, 1850 sq.ft, 
granite, fireplace, hardwood floors, 
ss appliances, 9’ ceilings, mudroom.

Far Hills #19                $419,900
3 Bdrm, 21/2 bath, 2730 sq.ft,
granite, fireplace, hardwood
floors, ss appliances, ravine.

Tanglewood               $375,000
Rare end unit, 4 bdrm, 21/2 bath,
granite, pine trim, dble garage,
pantry and loads of upgrades. 

Gables B&B                $389,900
Charming victorian with original
details, 4 suites, sunroom, dble
garage set on 90 x 168’ lot.

Heathcote Bungalow     $299,000
Beautiful 3/4 acre property on the
Beaver River, 3 bdrm, geothermal, 
in quiet hamlet.

Creemore Hideaway      $889,000
3 Bdrm, 31/2 bath with walk out,
tranquil wooded views, trails,
Noisy River, stream, 35 acres.

Circa 1873                  $339,900
Pristine Victorian with original 
fixtures, 4 bdrm sweeping 
staircase, soaring ceilings.

Far Hills #35               $389,900
3 Bdrm, 21/2 bath, 2084 sq.ft, 
fireplace, main floor master, ss
appliances, loft, vaulted ceiling.

Views of Georgian Bay    $549,000
4 Bdrm, 2966 sq.ft, walk out, triple
garage. Cathedral ceilings, built in
cabinetry, mudroom, pool, 15 acres. 

FEATURED ATTRACT IONS !

Spread:Layout 1  1/3/12  1:13 PM  Page 2



Explore with us ™

LOCATIONS NORTH REALTY, BROKERAGE
Independently owned and operated

THINKING OF SELLING?
INTERVIEW US

START ON THE WEB
THAT’S WHAT BUYERS ARE DOING

www.locationsnorth.com

THORNBURY & BLUE MOUNTAIN
519-599-2136

27 Arthur Street (Highway 26)
THORNBURY

MEAFORD & BEAVER VALLEY
519-538-5755

96 Sykes street (Highway 26)
MEAFORD

™

Not intended to solicit properties currently listed for sale

Our Homes Full Page Ad Spring 2012-1.indd   1 12-01-15   11:59 PM

STEPS TO GOLF COURSE!  
Open concept bungalow 3/1 bedrooms, 2 
baths and only 3 years old. Many upgrades 
including hardwood floors, crown 
mouldings, stone exterior and much more!
Offered at $299,900
Call Dave Loucks*  519-375-5920

WALK TO HARBOUR   
Renovated 3 bedroom Red Brick with 
master ensuite, enclosed upper porch and 
finished attic. New drywall, hardwood, 
electrical, plumbing, kitchen and island.
Listed at $229,000
Call Brenda Holden**  519-379-6296

MILL POND 
Upgraded condo in the heart of Thornbury. 
Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, open 
concept living with views to the mill pond.
Listed at $359,000
Call LeeAnn Matthews*  705-446-8688

A RARE AND PRIVATE OFFERING.  
5000 sq ft modern home nestled into the 
forest, perched above a spring fed pond.  
10 minutes to Glen, Osler and Collingwood.
Offered at $1,999,000
Call Des Von Teichman***  705-444-7063

FANTASTIC  5 BEDROOM HOME 
in exclusive waterfront enclave. Innovative 
design makes this an ideal country retreat 
or a full-time home.
Offered at $1,199,000
Call Des Von Teichman***  705-444-7063

MAJESTIC MODERN  
5 acres of private woodland - awesome 
convenience for Thornbury. The ultimate in 
“retro-cool” combining architectural glass 
and reclaimed barn board.
Offered at $849,000
Call Matthew Lidbetter*  705-443-7250

SKIER’S PARADISE.  
Walk to the TSC, North Chair and the 
Village from this stunning 5 bedroom, 4 
bathroom log chalet in Heritage Corners.
Offered at $745,000
Call Des Von Teichman***  705-444-7063

GEORGIAN BAY VIEWS  
Over 10 acres plus a barn to call your own. 
Century brick home with five bedrooms, 
only minutes to Thornbury.
Offered at $875,000
Call Karen E. Willison*  705-888-0075

GEORGIAN PEAKS GEM 
Ski In and Out from this one of a kind rustic 
log ski chalet. Entertain Après Ski in the 
open concept living room and barbeque on 
the walk out deck.
Listed at $599,900
Call Debbie Gibson*  705-888-2040

™

YOUR SOURCE FOR PROPERTIES IN COLLINGWOOD, 
THE BLUE MOUNTAINS, THORNBURY, MEAFORD & THE GEORGIAN TRIANGLE

* Sales Representative  ** Broker  ***   Broker of Record

Sold In 60 Days
Lake Eugenia

Contemporary all season retreat minutes to 
Beaver Valley Ski Club. Four season water-
front chalet perfect for the active ski family 

who also enjoy summer cottage living.

Listed at $1,275,000 
Call Matthew Lidbetter* 705-443-7250 

or  Debbie Gibson* 705-888-2040

SOLD

We Are Connected…

™ ™

Our Homes Full Page Ad Spring 2012-1.indd   2 12-01-15   11:59 PM



A Change for the Greater Good
Shopping for replacement windows? Start with the best. 
Van Dolder’s Custom Exteriors and their new line of 
OSTACO Enersense windows - the best window in Canada.

Superior Energy Efficiency
Enersense from Ostaco is a “true triple pane” window 
that has a 1 3/8” triple pane glass pack, guaranteed 
90% argon fill rate and two polyurethane foam filled 
chambers. The result, 2014 energy code windows 
available for your home today. All this means you’ll have 
the best energy efficiency you can get from a window.

Installing replacement windows in the winter? Certainly! 
The average time your home is open to the elements is less 
than 10 minutes, so installing new windows is a breeze.

Winter Installations

Earn 25 Air Miles 
for every window 
installed by the 
Home Team.

January-2012-011012.indd   1 13/01/12   10:39 AM

Website

•	 The	power	of	the	Royal	LePage	&	Carriage	Trade	brand	both	online	&	offline
•	 Custom	Website	for	just	your	home	with	a	unique	web	address
•	 Social	media	exposure	including	Facebook,	Twitter	and	our	various	blogging	sites
•	 Internet	listing	syndication	to	numerous	real	estate	websites
•	 Google	advertising	campaign	specific	to	your	home	for	sale
•	 Professional	photography	40+	high	resolution	images,	virtual	tour	&	feature	sheet

Your Home Sold. The Modern Way. 
www.beaumontkearns.com 

How we get Homes sold

Social	Media Feature	SheetsPhotography

Not intended to solicit any property currently listed for sale. 
The trademarks MLS®, Multiple Listing Service®, REALTOR®, REALTORS® and the REALTOR® and the associated logos are owned/controlled by The  

Canadian Real Estate Association (CREA) and identify the quality of services provided by real estate professionals who are members of CREA. Used under license.
The threshold level required to attain the Director’s Platinum Award is the top five percent of each residential market’s sales representatives’ earnings. Earnings are 

defined as gross closed and collected commissions in the preceding year.

Michael Kearns 
Sales Person 

705.888.2888

27 Arthur Street West
Thornbury, N0H 2PO
Office: 519.599.2136

Doug Beaumont
Broker
705.606.1046

Locations North Realty Brokerage 
Independently Owned and Operated

Real Estate Marketing
For Today and Tomorrow
Getting	your	home	sold	in	today’s	market	requires	visibility	
beyond	the	MLS®	System.		With	90%	of	home	buyers	utilizing	
the	internet	as	their	primary	search	tool,	the	internet	marketing	
competency	of	your	representative	is	essential.

Doug	&	Michael’s	cutting	edge	marketing	approach	utilizes	the	
latest	technology	&	embraces	this	ever	changing,	web	enabled	
marketplace	of	buyers.	

Two	tech	savvy	REALTORS®	dedicated	to	service	&	
professionalism,	working	for	you.

Beaumont Kearns - Our Homes.indd   1 12-01-18   3:17 PM



NIPISSING RIDGE THE ORCHARDNIPISSING RIDGEACREAGE WITH A VIEW

21 acres on the Beaver River. Paved road, 
year round access. 4000 sq ft home with  
5 bedrooms & 4 bathrooms.
$1,295,000 MLS® #20114261

Custom chalet across from O Hill. 5200 sq ft,  
6 bedrooms & 3½ bathrooms. Main floor  
master, finished lower level. 
$1,449,000 MLS® #20111289

4 bedroom, 3½ bath home in Snowbridge, 
backing onto 16th hole at Monterra. Wood 
burning fireplace, fully finished lower level.
$879,000 MLS® #20114141

Beautifully designed custom built home.  
5 bedrooms, 3½ baths, fully finished lower 
level.  Shuttle service to Village.
$799,000 MLS® #20115940

POST & BEAM

CHALET IN HISTORIC SNOWBRIDGE

5 bedroom chalet located on private, treed lot 
at base of Blue ski runs. Great layout for family 
& friends. Walking distance to Village at Blue.
$849,000  MLS® #20113067

48' frontage on the Nottawasaga River.  
Custom built 2800 sq ft home with 4 bedrooms, 
3 baths & fully finished lower level. 
$499,000 MLS® #20120204

MAGNIFICENT IN ALL SEASONS

WASAGA RIVERFRONT

Great building site with sandy beach and 130' 
of water frontage. Excellent views. Existing 
1900 sq ft home.
$975,000 MLS® #20114818

Contemporary custom built 3050 sq ft home/
chalet with 5 bedrooms & 3½ baths. 2nd level 
deck with unobstructed views of the ski hills.
$1,295,000 MLS® #20114727

BROPHY’S BEACH

NIPISSING RIDGE

COUNTRY ELEGANCE

BASE OF BLUE

SNOWBRIDGE COLLINGWOOD VIEW OF BLUEMAPLE STREET
Thoroughly renovated & upgraded 3 bedroom, 
2 bath raised bungalow. Open concept, fully 
finished lower level.
$328,000 MLS® #20116535

3 bedroom home on full town lot. Large eat-in  
kitchen, main floor family room. Heated  
garage/workshop.
$315,000 MLS® #20116538

SOUTH END OF BLUE HISTORIC SNOWBRIDGE SILVER CREEK DRIVE SNOWBRIDGE
Unobstructed golf course & mountain views.  
3600 sq ft chalet with 5 bedrooms & 4½ baths.  
Move-in condition.
$879,000 MLS® #20115066

Premier custom chalet at the foot of Blue with 
incredible views from all rooms. 4000 sq ft 
home with many upgrades.
$899,000 MLS® #20113896

Raised bungalow, 4 bdrm, 2 bath. Fully finished 
basement, 1000 sq ft deck w/hot tub. Beautiful 
country home in immaculate, move-in condition.
$389,000 MLS® #20115874

2050 sq ft chalet with 4 bedrooms & 3½ 
bathrooms. Open concept main level. Fully 
finished lower level.
$764,900 MLS® #20114021

52 acre parcel with views over Beaver  
Valley & Georgian Bay. 4375 sq ft chalet with 
7 bedrooms & 3 baths. Year round access.
$699,000 MLS® #20114239

Stunning custom built post & beam chalet 
with 5 bedrooms & 5 baths. Unobstructed 
views of Blue Mountain & Monterra.
$1,295000 MLS® #20112058

Contemporary 3200 sq ft chalet with 4 
bedrooms & 2½ baths. Private, extra deep lot.  
Walking distance to hills & Village.
$699,000 MLS® #20115806

www.douggillis.ca doug@douggillis.ca(January 1st - May 31st, 2011)

TOP 1%
of all RE/MAX

agents in Canada

4300 sq ft French country chalet w/6 bdrms, 5 
bathrooms & 4 fireplaces. Incredible finishings 
throughout. Seasonal views of Georgian Bay.
$1,995,000 MLS® #20115127

Large building lot in family oriented develop-
ment close to ski clubs, golfing, hiking trails & 
Georgian Bay. Municipal services available.
$295,000 MLS® #20120090

Large chalet backing on to ski hills with 
unobstructed view. Professionally decorated 
and landscaped. 6 bedrooms & 4 bathrooms.
$1,049,000 MLS® #20113207

Gillis Sk12.indd   1 12-01-16   4:17 PM



EXPERIENCE THE ULTIMATE

4-SEASON COMMUNITY

BayLora

Clubhouse Collection Masters  Collection

Cottage Collection

The Golf  Club at  Lora Bay

GOLF CLUB
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDED*

VISIT TODAY!
LORABAY.COM
226-665-0180 | 1.877.696.8984
Sales Centre Hours: Monday - Sunday: 12pm - 5pm

*The first five purchasers of either a Masters or Clubhouse Collection home at Lora Bay by Reid’s Heritage Homes will have the Family Entrance Fee of $25,000 waived.
The first five purchasers of a Cottage Collection home at Lora Bay by Reid’s Heritage Homes will receive a year of free golf for both an Individual and a Spouse. Agreements
must be firm to qualify.Not redeemable for cash. *Pr ices and specifications subject to change. Features available as per plan. See sales representatives for more details. 
E. & O.E. Renderings are artist’s concept. ENERGY STAR® is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada. Used with permission. Jan 2012.

C O T TAG E S  F R O M $342,600 *   •   M A S T E R S  F R O M  $ 4 6 1 , 5 0 0 *   •   C LU BH OU S E  F R O M   $ 4 9 7, 9 0 0 * 

INTRODUCING THREE EXQUISITE HOME COLLECTIONS

ELEGANT LIVING IN THORNBURY
… EXPERIENCE LORA BAY.
• Stunning 4-season lifestyle on
 the shores of Georgian Bay

•  Spectacular golf, 
gorgeous nature and 
outstanding amenities 

• Stunning exteriors with beautiful 
   wood and stone elements

• Customized gourmet kitchens

•  All homes are ENERGY STAR® 
certifi ed

COTTAGE MODEL HOME OPENING EARLY SPRING!

Reid Heritage Homes

LORA 0214

InDesign CS3
LORA 0214 Our Homes FP Ad.indd

8.375” x 10.875”
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FOR FUTURE EVENTS AND COMMUNITY UPDATES VISIT

SherwoodHomesLtd.com
A DIVISION OF REID’S HERITAGE HOMES

A DIVISION OF REID’S HERITAGE HOMES

LIVE IN COLLINGWOOD’S 
FAVOURITE FAMILY  

COMMUNITY!

Visit the Model Home  
on Sherwood St., near  
Alyssa Dr. & 6th St.

705.444.8344

A
LY

S
S

A
 D

R
.

SHERWOOD ST.

Mon. - thurs. 1- 6 PM  FrI. - sun. 12-5 PM

FROM
 $250’s*

THE

GORGEOUS FORESTED
COMMUNITY AT THE  
FOOT OF THE HILLS!

Visit the NEW Model Home
Off Hwy. 26 just beyond
Cranberry Trail W.

705.446.2685
Mon. - wed. 1- 6 PM  FrI. - sun. 12-5 PM

ATTACHED 
BUNGALOWS  

FROM
 $400’s*

TWO-STOREY 
TOWNS  

FROM
 $250’s*

p r e s e r v e

p r e s e r v e

p r e s e r v e

p r e s e r v e

THE THE

ENERGY STAR® is administered and promoted in Canada by Natural Resources Canada. Used with permission.
*Prices and specifications subject to change. See sales representatives for more details. E. & O.E. Rendering is artist’s concept. Jan 2012.

Collingwood’s  
Winter Wonderlands

REIH 0216 Our Homes.indd

REIDS HERITAGE

REIH 0375 Our Homes

InDesign 3

LA

0

01/20/12 n/a

.25”

1” : 1”
8.375”x 10.875”

SINGLE DETACHED BUNGALOWS,  
BUNGALOWS WITH LOFT AND TWO-STOREY 

DESIGNS ON 36’, 40’ & 50’ LOTS

2 Beautiful Master-Planned Communities to Choose from

REIH 0375 sherwood our homes ad_FA.indd   1 1/23/12   1:00:44 PM



SSOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY IS THE 
PLACE TO BE AT THIS TIME OF YEAR. 
Just look around. Blue Mountain is buzzing, ski 
clubs are packed, resorts are full and weekenders 
and locals alike are enjoying the fantastic 
restaurants and shops in the beautiful bay area. 

The excitement is contagious and I just love the 
hustle and bustle, especially at night because that’s 
generally when I get to go out to play.

I drive down the streets a little slower than 
usual and peek inside the many incredible homes 
I pass on my journey. I see people moving around 

inside, some sharing a meal at the kitchen table or reading a book by the fire while others are outside flooding 
a backyard rink or shoveling the driveway, again. Our homes are so important during these cold winter months 
and, as we all know, there’s nothing better than coming home after a long day at work or play.

Our homes persevere through every phase of our lives. My kitchen and laundry room are getting a full and 
constant workout with two teenagers in the house. Yet, when I go to visit my mom and dad, their home is 
spotless, there’s not a thing out of place and the laundry is always done. That’s a far cry from what it used to 
look like when my mom and dad were raising five teenagers.

In this issue, you’ll discover two equally beautiful homes filled with wonderful people enjoying different 
phases of their lives. 

In Creemore, Bill and Lorraine Strain have retired to a newly-built home that, from the outside, looks as 
though it has been in the quaint village forever (page 110). I am envious of their lifestyle and their woodworking 
hobby. They have a full workshop on the lower level where they work together to create beautiful furniture.

Way up, above the bay in the Loree Forest sits the Jorgensens’ incredible home (page 48). I kid you not when 
I say Jens, Natalia and their three daughters have the very best view of the entire Beaver Valley. Their home is 
built for fun – and fun they have. They are creating memories that they’ll cherish forever.

Here at OUR HOMES, I am entering my own new phase. As many of you may have discovered, we are now 
publishing OUR HOMES magazines in 15 different regions across Ontario and beyond (visit our website at 
www.ourhomesmagazine.com). I oversee the editorial for all of the magazines. 

As a result of our success, I am pleased to be handing my editor’s hat for this, our flagship publication, to 
Associate Editor Shelby Hilson. Shelby is bright, creative and a joy to work with and she’ll continue to share 
the best of all things home with all of you.  

May you enjoy your new beginnings and lots of cold nights nestled all snug in your home.
	
Sincerely,

Georgette McCulloch, Editor-In-Chief
editor@ourhomesmagazine.com

 Follow us at twitter.com/OurHomesMag
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MMY FOUR-YEAR-OLD DAUGHTER was sitting on the couch holding 
a recent issue of OUR HOMES, and ogling over a gorgeous great room with a 
stone fireplace.

“I can’t stop looking at it.” she said, transfixed.
It was indeed beautiful, but I had to chuckle because she’s only four – and 

already developing a taste for great interiors. I also made a mental note, though, 
that she’s connecting to magazines at a young age. I’m proud of that.

Magazines are something that we all connect with. The physical presence 
of them is one large factor that will continue to bring value far into the future. 
Magazines aren’t hidden in cyberspace – they are showcased on the coffee table. 
My realtor clients and friends continually tell me that when they show homes 
to their clients, they always see OUR HOMES proudly displayed. This prompts 
two reactions in me. The first, of course, is pride – because I know how hard our 
team works. And the second is a very thankful and humble feeling of, “well, of 
course,” because we work very, very hard to achieve our goals.

For us it’s a three-part process. The first part is identifying our target market – 
readers most likely to spend money on home décor, real estate and home improvement. 
We have a strong relationship with Canada Post. We also have an extremely targeted 
database of more than 4,500 “weekenders” and we mail OUR HOMES to their homes 
in the Greater Toronto Area. This brings enormous value to our advertisers. We are 
the only magazine in Southern Georgian Bay with this targeted mailing list, and it 
makes a huge difference. We complement this with local mailings to targeted homes, 

and distribution throughout the Village at Blue Mountain and private ski and golf clubs in the area.
The second part of the process is creating a magazine that we hope and believe that all of our readers love, 

and one they come back to, time and time again, for inspiring, and local, ideas for their homes. Our editorial is 
focused on the home, and local solutions for the home, and our goal is that our readers will continue to agree 
that it comes in an extremely attractive package.

The third part of the process is expanding our brand via franchising. OUR HOMES is now the most widely 
circulated home-focused magazine banner in Ontario. Every year, more than 1.5-million copies of OUR HOMES 
reach the coffee tables of readers across the province, each with spectacular local content. Our readers know 
and love OUR HOMES and they expect and receive the best. 

Our model continues to expand. We now have franchises as far-reaching as Moncton, NB and Kamloops, BC.
Our mission is that all of this, of course, results in even more value for our advertisers. Now their relationship 

with us ensures they receive a province-wide (and nationwide) audience just by the simple act of advertising 
in our print product. Our website now receives thousands and thousands of unique visitors every month from 
all over the country, and those visitors are clicking through to view our advertisers’ digital ads. That’s because 
every print advertiser automatically receives a free ad in both versions of our online magazine, with links to their 
website (viewable on mobile devices) and a free listing in our online directory. This is on top of the services we 
offer to complete each advertiser’s marketing plan. 

This is what’s happening here at OUR HOMES as we move into 2012. Our aim is to continue to offer the best 
value, by far, for our advertisers, by connecting them with our readers on many, many levels. And we are always 
going to develop and deepen that connection by continuing to enhance and improve our editorial product.

We are pleased to announce the promotion of Shelby Hilson to the position of Managing Editor for 
Southern Georgian Bay. In addition to her focus on our digital marketing side, Shelby will be taking over some 
of Georgette’s day-to-day management responsibilities, as Georgette continues to focus on her role as Editor-
in-Chief, responsible for creating premium content for our audience. Georgette will continue to give hands-on 
guidance here in Southern Georgian Bay, and our editorial product is going to benefit immensely from having 
the creative input of two of our region’s most talented journalists. Shelby hails from a strong marketing and 
communications background (with a special emphasis on digital marketing) and has proven, since joining our 
organization two years ago, that she is very, very capable of producing premium content that our readers love.

We are looking forward to always enhancing the relationship our readers and advertisers have with  
OUR HOMES.

Cheers to 2012.

Sincerely, 

David Loopstra, Publisher
david@ourhomesmagazine.com

Making a connection 
with magazines at 
an early age. My 
kids: Brooklyn, 4, 
and Maverick, 2.

Cedarport_W12.indd   1 12-01-11   10:45 AM
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TMLet us help plan your party!

Lisa On The Hill 
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Special Birthdays 
With On The Hill Catering
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(705) 428-2803    7439 Hwy 26, Stayner, ON
www.quanburyflooring.com

Come see our vast array of contemporary and  
traditional flooring choices to suit any lifestyle 

or room. We’ll determine the best flooring  
solutions for your needs & budget...and follow it up  
with professional installation and after-sales support.

35 Years  
of covering all  

your flooring needs!

Service ...Selection ...Expertise

CERAMIC • CARPET • HARDWOOD • VINYL • LAMINATE

SHAW • ARMSTRONG • MANNINGTON • CENTURA
• FLOORCRAFT • MOHAWK • STAINMASTER • RESISTA ... and more!

Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm   |   Sat. 9am - 4pm

HINT: Never leave an unused fireplace empty – it’s a big black hole! Prepare 
the fire for the next use or stack birch logs for a more decorative approach.  

changing 
WITH THE SEASON

Yes! And take solace in the fact that you’re not alone. Trends steer us 
in all sorts of directions and we fall hook, line and sinker. It’s hard not 
to. But don’t fret, with a few simple changes your space will feel more 
comfortable than clinical. 

HERE’S THE CHEAT SHEET:
Natural elements + Props + Lighting

Let’s start with mother nature because she infiltrates every part of this 
answer. What you’ve done to create your “gallery” look is strip it down to 
the bare essentials, which is lovely, clean and uncluttered. Now this is not 
a licence to clutter it up with tchotchkes, but you’ll have to add or swap 
a few items to create some much needed warmth. 

NATURE 
Simply put, wood equals warmth. And the options are endless. Choose a 

couple of the following: A stump side table, picture frames, a walnut coffee 
table, or large scale candlesticks. The key is to use a natural wood, nothing 
coated in paint or lacquer. And of course I can’t stay away from baskets, 
but they do wear out so consider this a guilt-free purchase. Add one for 
plants, a laundry hamper or a log basket. Woven placemats and trays will 
give you that same textural feel. Add some greenery. A living element is a 
wonderful thing. Add a plant that’s not spiky or sparse looking. Something 
with a rounded leaf like a maidenhair fern or full like grape ivy. For special 
occasions splurge on fresh flowers to add a punch of colour. 

PROPS
Add softness: A cashmere blanket, chunky woven pillows or a 

sheepskin throw. This is insta-warmth, visually and literally. Choose 
sensual colours like chocolate brown, burnt red or aubergine. Use fur. 
Fur (real or not) bestows an immediate association with warmth and an 
accent pillow will do the trick. Add an area rug. I suggest something you 
are equally as comfortable with in the summer months as this is a larger 
ticket item that is awkward to store (and most inconvenient to roll up 
and put away). Use books, coffee table or literature, and create a link to 
the outside world and a window into your personal interests.

LIGHTING
It amazes me how many great spaces are ruined by 100-watt bulbs. 

Invest in dimmer switches and turn them down in the evening. If you’re 
reliant on pot lights, add some lamps. Light should come from above and 
at low levels to create a relaxed atmosphere. Speak to a lighting specialist 
at the hardware store to recommend a warm bulb. Paired with candlelight, 
you will be proud to entertain in your beautiful, wintery-white home. 

The key to adding warmth is not just adding warm colours, it’s giving 
a room the power to transmit the sensation of comfort. With a few 
simple changes (and not re-painting), those cool hues will exude warmth 
without turning up the heat.  OH

I fell for this year’s trends and painted my whole 
house with cool colours – whites and cool 
blues – it’s sparse and looks like a gallery. Now 
I’m concerned that my home will feel chilly and 
uninviting in the darker winter months. I don’t 
want to repaint but I feel like I‘ve made a huge 
error… can I do anything to warm it up?

Designer Stephanie Redmond 
answers your questions.

a d v i c e

WEST ELM

ELTE

CRATE & BARREL
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ELLEN JARMAN*      MAGGI  OLSON*

Chestnut Park Real Estate Limited, Brokerage, 393 First Street, Collingwood • 705 445.5454
*Sales Representatives

Ellen* 705 441.2630
ellen@ellenjarman.com

Maggi* 705 444.3342
maggi@maggiolson.com

BuyBlue.ca

Two Top Real Estate Professionals 
Power Up to Sell Blue Mountain



209784 Hwy. 26 ı Craigleith Ontario L9Y 4T9    Tel ı 705 ı 445 ı 9688

Email ı chanticofireplaces@rogers.com    Website ı www.chanticofireplaces.com

Visit Chantico Fireplace Gallery – the first choice of homeowners and custom builders

imagine. create. enjoy.

The ultimate in simplicity...custom designed to suit your needs.

Chantico Sk12.indd   1 12-01-30   6:14 PM



OUR HOMES: WHAT TYPE OF BEANS SHOULD ONE USE?
David Wilding-Davies: Here are some guidelines to get you 
started: There are two very distinct types of coffee grown com-
mercially: Arabicas and Robustas. 
 The Arabicas are grown at higher altitudes and the beans 
are removed from the fruit, fermented, washed, and dried. They 
produce the gourmet and specialty coffees. 
 Robustas are grown at lower altitudes and the bean is dried 
in the fruit. They are lower quality and sell for less money. If 
a blend is not described as 100% 
Arabica, it will probably have a  
Robusta component. 
 Coffee, a lot like Scotch and wine, 
is usually sold in a blended form. The 
blend may be several different coffees 
from different origins. This enables 
the roasters to keep costs down by 
substituting different coffees if one 
type becomes difficult to source. 
 Next are single origin coffees. 
They are from very specific areas and have distinctive character-
istics. 
 Finally, there are the estate coffees. They are from a single 
farm or estate and have unique and distinctive characteristics. 
They are the most rare to source and are usually only found 
through specialty roasters. 
 Ashanti Coffee is strictly single origin, single estate, Arabica 
coffee.
OH: THIS MEANS IT’S THE VERY BEST AVAILABLE?
DWD: Yes. We grow and produce the highest quality Arabica 
coffee on our estate in Africa.
OH: IS THERE ANY TRICK TO STORING THE BEANS?
DWD: Reduce the exposure to air. Shut the bag tight after use. 
Don’t freeze or refrigerate it; there’s no need and you increase the 

risk of condensation or tainting the taste. It is best to buy smaller 
quantities more frequently.
OH: WHAT IS THE BEST WAY TO BREW COFFEE AT HOME?
DWD: So many great ways! Avoid coffee makers with a glass 
container that sits on a warmer. It will continue to cook the cof-
fee and alter the taste. Use a thermal server instead. 
 A French Press produces a great cup but the coffee tends to 
get cold quickly. It helps to wrap a tea towel around it. 
 Stove top espresso makers can make a superb coffee.  

Water is put into the bottom, cof-
fee in the middle section, and as the 
water heats up it passes through the 
coffee into the top section. The result 
is a rich, strong cup.
    Making espresso and espresso-
based drinks (lattes, cappuccinos) 
at home requires a real passion. The 
machines are expensive and it is 
hard to reach the level of proficiency 
that baristas making espresso-based 

drinks all day achieve. I have some friends that make a great 
home latte but most people would rather go out to get their 
morning latte.
OH: WHAT ABOUT ADDING CREAM AND SUGAR TO  
COFFEE. HOW DO TRUE COFFEE AFICIONADOS HAVE 
THEIR COFFEE?
DWD: Coffee buyers sample coffee black so it can be tasted with-
out any flavour distractions. Often these professionals wince when 
they see people adding cream and sugar to the coffee. I personally 
enjoy my coffee in many different ways. First thing in the morning I 
love my coffee black. I taste the full range of flavours and savour the 
intricacies and nuances of the cup. Later morning, especially if I am 
fading a bit, I have cream and sugar with my coffee. In the evenings, 
a strong black coffee with sugar rounds out the meal. 

FOR THE FULL VERSION OF THE ARTICLE PLEASE VISIT WWW.OURHOMESMAGAZINE.COM/COLLINGWOOD/ADVERTORIALS

Coffee is a big part of our lives at our homes. OUR HOMES caught up with Ashanti 
Café’s David Wilding-Davies to chat about making a perfect cup. David farms the coffee 
in Africa, roasts it, and distributes it under the name of his farm, Ashanti Coffee Estate.

An Excellent Cup Of Coffee

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE

WRITTEN BY DAVID WILDING-DAVIES

NEW LOCATION: 510 FIRST ST. COLLINGWOOD 705.293.3013   .   39 BRUCE ST. S. THORNBURY 226.665.2525

ashanti.indd   1 12-01-23   12:29 PM

The Best of Both Worlds

Sherry Rioux, Broker 705-445-7085

It’s everything you love about the Georgian Triangle! Choose 
from two enclaves on the Escarpment. Purchase a lot or home at 
Camperdown Communities - Georgian Glen or Peaks Meadows and 
we’ll include your choice between skiing Membership opportunities 
at the Georgian Peaks Club or golfing membership opportunities 
at The Georgian Bay Club, included with your purchase. Call now 
for more details as well as other available incentives.

peaksmeadows.com
georgianglen.com
Sales: 519-599-1210



E
“I am thankful for the mess to clean after a party 

because it means I have been surrounded by friends.” 
– Nancie J. Carmody

Entertaining this season? Whether you’re hosting a small family gathering or a big, 
celebratory bash, we’ve got some great ideas that are sure to impress.

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

THE LITTLE  
FURNITURE SHOPPE
(3) TV Bench
Movie nights and hockey games 
just got more stylish. Set your 
TV on this two-door pine bench, 
painted in Picture Frame Cream 
with glaze, for an antique look. 
This piece comes in two sizes 
and also works great as a hall 
bench or for bathroom storage.
9180 Hwy. 26
Wasaga Beach
705.429.4024
www.thelittlefurnitureshoppe.com

NEPSCO
(1) Kitchen Faucet
The K7 Semi-Pro Faucet by 
Grohe is sleek, stylish and 
functional. In a solid brass 
body it features locking dual 
spray control, SilkMove® 
technology, the SpeedClean® 
Anti-Lime System, a single 
lever handle and a forward 
rotation lever so water 
doesn’t hit your backsplash. 
Available in chrome or 
SuperSteel InfinityFinish™.
1221 Mosley St.
Wasaga Beach
705.429.0424
www.nepsco.ca

THE CHEESE GALLERY
(2) Meredith’s Ginger Syrup
Good for your health and even 
better for your taste buds. Brewed 
in Meaford, Meredith’s ginger syrups 
and elixirs contain a fusion of 
whole ginger extracts and naturally 
raised, local honey. Use in teas, 
salad dressings, drink mixes, baking 
recipes and more.
11 Bruce St. S.
Thornbury
519.599.6699
www.thecheesegallery.com

ECOINHABIT
(4) Beeswax Candles
Fill your home with the scent of sweet honey 
by lighting one of these 100 per cent pure 
beeswax candles made nearby in Priceville 
by Pioneer Spirit. While burning, these 
all-natural candles release negative ions that 
help to clean and purify the air in your home.
121 Old Hwy. 26
Meaford
519.538.0777
www.ecoinhabit.com

HOME ZONE
(5) Cake Kitchen Papers
Setting the table has never been so much fun!  
Inspired by the beauty of vintage pieces, Cake’s 
pads of paper placemats are fun for all ages. 
Write out your dinner menu right on the placemat 
and give kids their own colour-in, pop-out 
mats with coloured pencils. All are made using 
recycled materials.
206-10 Keith Ave. (Cranberry Mews)
Collingwood
705.445.5346
www.homezonebedandbath.com

SAUNARAY
(6) Family Sauna
Relax and rejuvenate 
with friends and family at 
home this winter. These 
comfortable infrared saunas 
are handcrafted in SaunaRay’s 
toxin free Collingwood factory, 
and enjoyed by Hollywood 
stars, NHL players, medical 
clinics and even the Armed 
Forces of Canada!
705.794.8811
www.saunaray.com
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LOST NATION 
(7) Antler Wall Art
Mix contemporary with rustic by hanging 
these Humane Antlers by artisan Katie 
Barnstaple. Handmade in Thornbury with 
maple harvested from Kolapore, these are 
a true local treat for your walls and are 
sure to get guests talking.
29 Huron St. W.
Thornbury
519.378.5048
www.lostnationdesign.blogspot.com

THREE H INTERIORS
(9) Ice Bucket and Table
Serve guests a chilled glass of champagne 
from this hammered Arteriors ice bucket in 
a polished nickel finish with leather handles. 
Add more shine by placing it on this polished 
metal accent table with removable tray.
49 Hurontario St.
Collingwood
705.444.8481

MACDONALD’S COUNTRYWIDE 
FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
(8) Sideboard
Part of the Latitude Collection from Legacy 
Classic Furniture, this unique, textured 
sideboard was crafted from re-purposed 
remnant pieces of different woods, which are 
complemented with rich New Zealand pine 
veneers and hand applied physical distressing.
206518 Hwy. 26 E.
Meaford
519.538.1620
www.macdonaldsfurniture.com  OH

7

8
9
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Jasper Design is a leader in alternative  
design and construction methods, offering  

a gateway to cutting-edge concepts  
and low impact environmental solutions

705 • 888 • 6300    www.jasperdesign.ca

C U S T O M   H O M E   D E S I G N

Independently owned & operated

Sales Representative

Michelle Seip
705.446.4046 DIRECT

michelleseip@rogers.com  

• 4 Bedrooms • 2 Bathrooms • Eat-in Kitchen 
• Cathedral Ceilings • Woodburning Fireplace 
• Fully Landscaped • Offered at $379,000

Scan 
with your 
smartphone 
to view our 
listings

Sales Representative

Rick Seip
705.446.4040 DIRECT

rickseip@rogers.com  

Listings direct: 
wasagabeachliving.com

We’ll show
you the perfect
fit for your
lifestyle.

RE/MAX of Wasaga Beach Inc., Brokerage
1900 Mosley St. - Unit 2, Wasaga Beach, ON L9Z 1A5

CALL 705.429.5500

Walking Distance to the Beach

• 5 Bedrooms • 3 Bathrooms • Gourmet Kitchen 
• Vaulted Ceilings • Hardwood Floors • Potlights 
• Large Deck • Hot Tub • Offered at $499,900

Stunning Wasaga Sands Custom

• 3 Bedrooms • 3 Bathrooms • Gourmet Kitchen 
• Open Concept Design • Finished Lower Level 
• Stunning Views of the Bay • Offered at $649,000

Charming Thornbury Retreat

Seip_REMAX_OurHomes_Jan 12_Layout 1  Jan/10/2012  7:03 AM  Page 1

grading |  retaining walls  |  InterLock patios |  walkways |  plant beds |  ponds |  f lagstone |  natural  stone

519.379.1772. 
DESIGN/BUILD LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

www.rocksolidlandscapes.ca                        john@rocksolidlandscapes.ca

ROCKSOLID_W12.indd   1 12-01-13   4:21 PM



These tips from energy suppliers will help 
cut winter energy costs.

•	 Put on a sweater and turn down the thermostat by two 

degrees. That could save as much as four per cent on your 

heating bill. Wool socks and slippers will help keep your 

tootsies toasty.

•	 Take advantage of the sun. Open drapes and blinds to let solar energy 

heat your home. Closed at night, drapes and blinds can help insulate the house.

•	 On the couch, throw blankets will keep you warm as you read or watch TV.

•	 Close air registers in unused rooms and keep closet doors shut.  

Clothes don’t need the heat.

•	 Move your furniture so you’re sitting near interior walls that are warmer than 

drafty windows or exterior walls.

•	 Plug the leaks. Check for gaps in weatherstripping 

around doors, fireplace dampers, attic hatches and 

air conditioners. Install weather-stripping 

or caulk leaky doors and windows. 

Install gaskets behind electrical 

switch and outlet covers. Reducing 

drafts will save you money.

•	 Plastic window coverings, 

available at most hardware 

stores, will help reduce drafts 

and cut heating costs.

•	 Keep doors closed. If you’re 

talking to someone at the door, 

ask them to come inside or step 

outside yourself. Open doors 

lose lots of heat. 

•	 I n s t a l l  a  p r o g r a m m a b l e 

thermostat that keeps your house 

warm while you’re home and 

awake then turns the heat down 

while you’re asleep or away.

i d e a s

BY WALTER FRANCZYK
ILLUSTRATIONS BY SHEILA BRITTONWINTER: 

A GLUTTON FOR ENERGY

Winter is a season for 
splurging. Not only on 
family celebrations, 
travel and holiday 
gifts, but on home 
heating. When the 
temperature dips, 
cosy days at home 
or pleasant evenings 
in front of a crackling 
fire or the TV come 
at a price. About 60 
per cent of the money 
Canadians spend 
on energy goes to 
home heating. Cutting 
those expenses can 
be challenging but 
financially rewarding. 
It can also help you 
appreciate a mildly 
old-fashioned lifestyle. 

Continued on page 38
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A massive four-by-four foot airtight, two-sided woodburning fireplace, 

constructed from the original barn foundation, is the heart of the home. 

Soaring 33 feet to the rafters, Frank built a hot air chamber inside this 

100-ton solid stone mass to radiate heat for hours, even tapering its sides 

to resemble a wine bottle.

Wyssen salvaged enough original barn board for the ceilings, and 

tastefully whitewashed antique pine floorboards of varying sizes to mimic 

the aged barn board. A combination of rope and up lighting dramatically 

illuminates the wooden beams.

It’s evident that Wyssen cares about the people he works for, and about 

the work he does. And he has a “riot” doing it. Frank says there’s no way he 

can do what he does without the support of his wife Angi and his children 

Isaac, Rachel and Sarah. Every job has been a referral from satisfied clients. 

And each was secured with a handshake, not a contract. His clients soon 

become his friends. “I always wish it was Monday morning, 8 o’clock,” he 

says. That’s how much Frank Wyssen loves his craft.  OH

Q & A WITH THE HOMEOWNERS…

Where did you come up with the idea to 

convert a barn into a home? Why a barn?

We were starting from scratch and wanted 

to try to blend rustic and contemporary in a 

way that would fit with the spectacular setting 

and be practical for us as a second home for 

our young family. While a barn conversion isn’t 

a novel concept, we thought it might fit our 

needs. We brought it up with Frank and within 

five minutes we were standing in his barn and he 

was showing us his vision for how it could work.

How did you find Frank?
We have friends who have had a family home 

in the area for many years. Frank had built one 

of their family member’s homes and they said 

we had to talk to him as they had never met 

anyone like him. We went on the “Frank tour,” 

saw the amazing houses he built and met the 

people he’s worked with. The final step was 

meeting his family - he was interviewing us 

as much as we were interviewing him and we 

liked that.
What was it like working with Frank and his crew?

Frank has a natural gift for architecture and 

design and was incredibly enthusiastic about 

bringing this very complex project to life. 

What’s your favourite part of the home/property?

There are so many incredible details that 

it’s impossible to pick one. If forced to, it would 

be the staircase. But we’ll give you a different 

answer tomorrow.  OH

This  cosy sitting area with full 

bath is located in the “carriage 

house” above the garage.
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Normally, when a barn is being converted, it has some type of subfloor. 

This barn had no second floor. To create the second floor, Frank used 

three swing beams, plus the timber he sourced from different suppliers. 

He resourcefully constructed a solid, four-inch “sandwich” of layers, 

including the ceiling, plywood, an inch and a half of concrete, another 

layer of plywood, and then the finished floor. It’s totally unique.

Wyssen designed a wide-open living area to showcase the beauty of 

the original timber frame. Four awe-inspiring 60-foot beams that run from 

end-to-end are fully exposed. “They’re only lost for a brief moment when 

they travel through the wall and exit on the other side,“ says Wyssen. 

“Nowhere did I bury anything in this barn.”

LOCAL SOURCE GUIDE

Helen Thomson, HBA, ARIDO, of HT Designs (Completed 

the design and space planning for the kitchen and bathrooms, 

designed all millwork, and selected flooring throughout the 

home.); Rob Perry, Riverside Custom Cabinets (Kitchen and 

bath vanities and foyer built-in); Kevin Elwood of Clearview 

Nursery, Rob Gray of Belmont Landscaping & Design and 

Frank Wyssen (landscaping and design); Wyssen’s nephew 

Scott Gilchrist, Jamie Ballard and Ed Seymour (all stonework); 

John Ferris (pond); Cook’s Geothermal; Bumstead Brothers 

Plumbing & Heating; Wyeville Plumbing and Heating; 

Cedarport Window & Door Centre; Gary Lawrence of 

Gary G. Lawrence Enterprises (living room feature glass 

window, mirrors, glass showers); Mennonite craftsman 

Ervin Martin (custom wooden stair treads); Grey Northern 

Powerline; Antique Doors, Trim & Flooring; Thornbury 

Steel Fabricators; Blue Mountain Welding & Machine Shop  

(staircase steelwork); City Stone; Steve Prosser, Paintworks; 

Star Dust Cleaning Services; Thornbury Home Hardware 

Building Centre; Dan Barill of Barill Engineering; Huronia 

Alarms; Melvin Martin of Desboro Doors (interior doors);  

Lester Martin of L-M Woodcrafts (built-ins and dining table); 

Bill Brown Woodworking & Supplies.

BELOW AND RIGHT: The master en suite upstairs has a vessel tub, 

a separate shower and a toilet room, enclosed in frosted glass. Helen 

Thomson of HT Designs planned and designed all bathrooms and 

millwork. BOTTOM RIGHT: The master bedroom is furnished with a 

contemporary flair with accessories from Terase Art & Home.

Continued on page 50
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BLUE SHORES ON POND 

3 bdrm., 2.5 bath, 1665 sq. ft. 

Hardwood, gas f/p and many upgrades 

$448,737 

GEORGIAN PEAKS SKIERS

4+2 bdrm., 4.5 bath, 4535 sq. ft. fin.

Spacious, open concept chalet w/views.

$649,000

CUSTOM HOME ON 2.5 ACRES 

3+2 bdrm., 3 bath, 4249 sq. ft. total 

Pool, workshop & potential in law suite 

$592,000 

STARTER HOME OR SKI CHALET 

3 bdrm., 1 bath, 1733 sq. ft. total 

Hardwood, open plan layout & stunning lot 

$264,529 

WEEKEND RETREAT 

4 bdrm., 2 bath, 2341 sq. ft. 

95 acres, 2 barns, pool, tennis & more! 

$699,333 

ADMIRALS GATE WATERFRONT

3 bdrm., 3 bath, 2050 sq. ft.

Upscale exec. suite w/garage.
$509,000

LIGHTHOUSE WATERFRONT

3 bdrm., 2 bath, 1338 sq. ft.

Ground floor, garage & lots of storage.

$600,000

THE PEAKS & GEORGIAN BAY CLUB

4 bdrm., 3.5 bath, 3690 sq. ft. fin.

Views, designer finishes & walkout.

$1,195,000

CUSTOM VICEROY POST & BEAM

3+2 bdrm., 4.5 bath, 3300 sq. ft. fin.

Loft bungalow w/gorgeous basement.

$815,000

LIGHTHOUSE GARDEN HOME

3 bdrm., 2 bath, 1326 sq. ft.

Near pool & tennis w/garage.
$289,000

SKI OSLER OR BLUE?

4 bdrm., 3.5 bath, 4558 sq. ft. fin.

Pool, views, triple garage. Must see.
$899,000

WATERFRONT W/AMENITIES

3 bdrm., 2.5 bath, 1406 sq. ft.

Upper 2 storey suite w/garage.
$384,500

MILLION $ VIEWS

3+2 bdrm., 3 bath, 4115 sq. ft. fin.

Bungalow walkout, views to die for!
$799,000

CUSTOM CRAFTSMAN HOME

5+2 bdrm., 6/2 bath, 8457 sq. ft. fin.

Stunning finishing & views
$2,449,000

TRULY STUNNING!

3 bdrm., 2.5 bath, 2020 sq. ft .

Backing onto trails, upgrades galore!
$449,823

   we areALLEARSlistening to your every need!
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An ICF structure encases the timber frame, including the walls around 

the perimeter of the building, and the upper gable ends and dormers. Steel 

brackets secure the posts and rafters into the concrete, mechanically 

connecting the concrete structure to the timber frame. 

Every aspect of this lofty undertaking was cleverly conceived: from the 

geothermal buried in the pond, to the waterfall (sketched by Wyssen on 

a napkin) that recycles pond water, to the contemporary L-shaped, 6,000 

lb. floating staircase, (a Wyssen design), that ingeniously complements 

the framework.This particular timber structure is what is known as a four-bent 

barn. (A bent is the unit of barn timbers running from front to back). 

Says Wyssen, “the most incredible bent is the one with the 40-foot 

swing beam. For nine days, we chiselled, drilled and fitted to create this 

one-of-a-kind bent.”

LEFT: Frank designed and worked with a 

team to build the contemporary L-shaped 

floating staircase and steel railings. His 

staircases are his signature. The flooring 

is made of pine with a pickled finish. 

BELOW: The second floor appears to float 

above the main level. There is no subfloor. 

Instead, Frank used three swing beams, 

plus timber, plywood and concrete to 

create a unique sandwich of layers.

Continued on page 48
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The foundation was crumbling, but the 100-year-old structure was 

beautifully preserved. All the posts, timber, purlins and braces were intact. 

“Nothing was missing,” says Frank. “Nobody had ever cut into it or 

changed anything.” So he and his crew of five full-time Mennonite workers 

from Mount Forest (Orlin, Ray, Alvin, Mark, and Elmer) and Roy Genoe 

disassembled and moved the barn to its present location.

“We brought on a few extra Mennonites for the tear-down,” explains 

Wyssen, “and to erect the barn on this site. Once it was stripped, we took 

it down in one day, and after we reassembled it on the ground, we had the 

entire structure up in a day.”
A daunting undertaking to say the least, but from the look in his eyes, it’s 

clear that Wyssen is a man who embraces challenge. Like pouring concrete 

30 feet in the air, building a unique sub-floor, crafting a handmade shower 

drain, or creating a three-inch space between the concrete and the timber 

frame to house the electrical, plumbing and drains. 

For Frank, reassembling and designing the layout of the new structure 

was like fitting pieces of Lego together. “Everything’s about the sequence 

of events,“ he states, “and about what has to go first, second, and third.” 

His vision was to make the home resemble three buildings: a carriage 

house and an old stone milk house that connect to the barn structure.

The original footprint of the barn was 60-by-40 feet, or 2,400 sq. ft. on three 

floors. Add a breezeway and garage, and the result is a bright and airy 10,000 sq. 

ft. living space that highlights the splendour of the original framework. “The 

only thing we added was the black stair railing,” states Wyssen, “but everything 

else, the way the floor is built on top of the frame, and the way it’s all connected, 

you would think that’s exactly how I found the barn.”

TOP: In the kitchen, horizontal elements bring the open space to life. The 

white marble waterfall countertop adds a contemporary feel to the rustic 

barn. Storage is found below in the island and lower cabinets along the 

back wall. RIGHT & ABOVE: The interior of the barn is a true architectural 

marvel brought to life by a master craftsman. All art, white leather sofa, 

lamp, sculptures, books and accessories are courtesy of Terase Art & Home. 

Cowhide rugs, saddle and harness courtesy of Evolution For Men, Thornbury. 

Continued on page 46
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T
There’s  a  spectacula r  work of  a r t 
perched atop the Beaver Valley, replete 
with a tranquil man-made pond, and 
a stellar view of paradise. It’s one of 
master craftsman Frank Wyssen’s latest 
creations. And what a beauty it is. The story starts with a Toronto couple who dreamed of living in a converted 

old barn. Referred to a man known as “the honest builder,” they immediately 

knew Wyssen was the man for the job. There was just something about Frank.

Wyssen, owner of Creek Valley Inc., is no less than passionate about 
what he does. He’s been building for 
14 years, crediting local developers 
Bill and Jane Lewis for his start. Converting a barn into a home 

was a first for Frank. For a year, 
Wyssen drove all over the countryside 
looking for a suitable structure. Then, 
friends in Duncan mentioned their 
barn was falling down. Bingo. It was the ideal barn for 

the project. “I inspected it, and sure 
enough, this was the best barn I had 
seen in the whole year I looked for 
barns,” says Wyssen.

The geothermal heating system was built 

under the spectacular man-made backyard 
pond. TOP LEFT: A stone waterfall 

provides visual impact and tranquil sound 
in the fully landscaped exterior. TOP 

RIGHT: The home was designed to include 
three buildings – a carriage house and an 

old stone milk house (at the entrance) that 
connect to the barn structure. 

A view toward the entrance leading up to a cosy sitting 

area with a full bathroom. RIGHT: The enclosed mudroom 

just off the entrance has ample storage for gear. BOTTOM 

LEFT: The stone wall in the powder room near the entrance 

has a custom floating vanity and a stainless steel vessel 

sink. BOTTOM RIGHT: Saved from the original barn, are 

bridle hooks built into the side of the fireplace. 

Continued on page 45

42  o u r h o m e s   f a l l / h o l i d a y   2 0 1 1

o u r h o m e s   f a l l / h o l i d a y   2 0 1 1  43

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r

NATURAL GIFT
B Y  J U D E  WAY L A N D  / /  P H O T O G R A P H Y  B Y  S A N D Y  M A C K AY  / /  S T Y L E D  B Y  J E N  G I L B E R T

Frank Wyssen and his crew dismantled a 40-by-60-foot barn and raised it piece by piece on a beautiful piece of land overlooking the Beaver Valley. The huge four-by-four foot airtight fireplace was built with stone from the barn’s original foundation.
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Fridgibeer

•	 D a r k  w i n t e r  e v e n i n g s 

mean we use lights longer. Replace 

incandescent light bulbs with 

compact fluorescent or LED bulbs.

•	 K e e p  b a s e b o a r d  h e a t e r s , 

radiators and air registers clean 

and unblocked.

FIREPLACE
•	 Keep it shut. Traditional wood-burning fireplaces are energy hogs 

because they pull heated air out of the house and up the chimney. 

When a fireplace is not in use, make sure the damper is closed.

•	 Check the seal on the flue damper and ensure it’s as snug as possible.

•	 When burning wood in a fireplace, split the wood into pieces that are 

10-15 centimetres in diameter. Wood will burn more cleanly with more 

surface area exposed to flames. 

•	 Consider installing tempered glass doors and a heat-air exchange 

system that blows warm air into the room.

•	 If you choose not to use your fireplace, block the chimney with rigid 

insulation that tightly plugs the space. Dampers don’t shut fully 

without some leaking.

KITCHEN & LAUNDRY
•	 After you’ve finished baking, keep the oven door open to help heat 

the kitchen.

•	 Run the dishwasher only when it’s full and at night when electricity 

demand and prices are lower.

•	 Use your washing machine only when you have a full load and run in 

the evenings to take advantage of lower electricity prices. 

BASEMENT 
•	 Change or clean your furnace air filter monthly. Have a licensed 

professional service your furnace annually to ensure it’s operating at 

peak efficiency.

•	 Check furnace ductwork. Leaking ducts lose valuable heat. Consider 

hiring a professional to test your ductwork and repair leaks or remove 

obstructions. To save heat, insulate heating ducts that travel through 

uninsulated areas of your home.

•	 Save on water heating costs by wrapping the hot water tank with 

jacket insulation. Older water heaters have little internal insulation. 

Cover hot water pipes with pipe wrap to retain heat.

•	 Sorry guys, but get rid of that old beer fridge. Refrigerators are energy 

gobblers. A new ENERGY STAR refrigerator uses about 20 per cent 

less energy than a standard new refrigerator and 46 per cent less than 

one made in 1980. Call Hydro One and have your old fridge picked up 

for free. Vacuum refrigerator coils to make them more efficient.

GARAGE
•	 During winter keep your garage door tightly closed as much as 

possible. You’ll retain warmer air against the garage-side wall of the 

house. It will serve as a buffer against colder outside air.

•	 Avoid heating your garage if it is not insulated.

•	 Put a timer or an indoor switch on your engine block heater. Powering 

a large block heater 12 hours a night can cost $45 a month. Using it 

just a couple of hours each morning costs about 25 cents a day. A warm 

engine reduces emissions and improves fuel economy.

•	 Consider installing fully insulated doors on all entrances to garages, 

cold storage rooms and uninsulated basements. 

For more information on winter energy conservation 
contact your electrical utility, gas or oil heating 
supplier. OH
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Creating a concise and interesting cheese 
platter, along with well chosen wine pairings, 
can be effortless and fun.

WITH TONIA WILSON

101
CHEESE
& WINE

The variety of wines and cheeses available to us is utterly astonishing, 
(no pun intended, no wait, that’s udder). There are cheeses made from the 
milks of different animals – cow, sheep and goat, mainly. There are wines 
made from hundreds of different grape varieties, and then there are the 
varied influences and styles of the regions they come from and the people 
who produce them. 

With a few basic guidelines you can create a simple or extravagant 
cheese platter that will entice your friends and family. 

Cheese makes for a very easy starter. If I have a big cheeseboard put 
together before people arrive I know that they’ll have something to nibble 
on while I tend to last minute details. Don’t add too much yeasty bread, 
otherwise everyone will be full before they reach the table. Thin crackers 
and bread sticks suffice perfectly. Round out the platter with two or three 
sliced meats, such as prosciutto or dried sausage, some dried fruit and 
olives and your work is done. The platter is visually appealing and is a 
great place for your friends to gather and chat with each other.

You can create your cheese platter on pretty much anything you 
choose, including a scattering of vintage floral plates, cake platters or old 
wooden cutting boards. For a more formal and elegant effect you can place 
your cheeses and accompaniments on a large mirror. The platter I use most 
is a “leftover” piece of wooden countertop trimmed to size.

Now, picking wine and cheese. We’ll start with the cheese. You want 
a variety of “milks” on the platter, so try to have at least two of the three 
main milk groups – cow, sheep or goat. For a smaller group, serve three 
or four cheeses; a larger platter can be comprised of five or more. Make 
sure you’ve covered a variety of cheese styles. Try to offer something soft, 
such as a triple cream or a Brie-style cheese, something harder and aged, 
such as a Manchego or English Cheddar. Lastly, you can either serve a blue 

cheese as your third option, or perhaps an interesting goat’s milk cheese, 
such as a Crottin de Chavignol or a Canadian goat’s milk cheddar. The 
main thing is to keep flavours, styles and shapes varied to give your platter 
visual appeal and interest. 

Different cheeses go with different wines. This can get overwhelming 
and costly if you are trying to offer wine matches for all the different 
cheeses. There are, however, some wines that innately work well with 
cheese. For white wines, look toward bigger bodied style wines such as 
oaked Chardonnays or Chenin Blancs – both of these grape varieties tend 
to work well with cheese, perhaps because of their French roots! For reds 
it is always useful to have a fruit-forward Cabernet Sauvignon or Merlot 
and perhaps something a little bit different like a new world Syrah or even 
a Malbec – both work well with cheese. 

It’s always more effective to choose your cheeses first. Once you’ve 
decided what you’re serving take your list to the local wine store and 
utilize the wine vendor’s knowledge.  

Blue cheeses partner best with off-dry wines (meaning wines that 
have some sweetness), unlike other cheeses, which taste better with dry 
wines (meaning no sweetness). This can get expensive if you are opening 
a bottle solely for the blue cheese. A way to get around this is to serve a 
fortified wine that can be recorked and still be enjoyed up to two months 
later. Ones to try are Tawny Ports (Portugal), Madeira (Portugal) and 
sweet Sherries (Spain), all of which are terrific value and taste sensational.
Cheat Sheet:

Below I have given a few examples of cheese plates that can be put 
together easily. They offer great range of taste and the cheeses shouldn’t 
be too difficult to find. For any cheese or wine related questions please 
feel free to contact me at tonia@savourflavour.com. Enjoy!  OH

SUGGESTED CHEESE PLATES

Plate #1
La Sauvagine (Canada) cow
Aged Manchego (Spain) sheep
Roaring Forties (Australia) cow

Plate #2
Saint André (France) cow
Chèvre Noir (Canada) goat
Gruyère (Switzerland) cow
Stilton (England) cow

Plate #3
Crottin de Chavignol (France) goat
Taleggio (Italy) cow
Oka (Canada) cow
Pecorino Toscano (Italy) sheep
St. Agur (France) cow

Steve’s Masonry has worked for me on our 
two most recent custom home projects. It was 
a delight to have such a dedicated and skilled 
Trade to rely on for their quality workmanship 
and for completing their work on schedule. 
Most importantly, Steve takes the time to meet 
and discuss the client’s wishes from the start of 
the project to ensure its successful conclusion. 
Looking forward to working together in the 
future.

Regards Peter Schlegel
Peter Schlegel Construction Limited

Steve’s Masonry have completed the stonework 
on several custom homes at Georgian Bay 
Estates and we have been very happy with the 
quality of their work.  Steve Wall and his crew are 
excellent masons and get the job done on time. 
We would not hesitate in recommending them 
to anyone looking for quality masons.

Paul Colangelo
Larry Dunn

Georgian Bay Estates Ltd.  
Collingwood Ontario

Put our passion to work for you.

21 Telfer Rd., Collingwood      705-441-6803     stevewallmasonry.com

SteveWall_W12.indd   1 12-01-26   10:29 AM

since 1980

CUSTOM BUILT HOMES x RENOVATIONS

EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP
SUPERIOR RESULTS...EVERY TIME

VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION
PAUL ROGERS x 519.599.3694 x progers@valleyviewconstruction.com x www.valleyviewconstruction.com
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GGet organized in a fun, fashionable 
way by creating a wire tree using 
basic tools and materials found 
around the house. Give old kitchen 
utensils new life, while creating a 
unique place to store your hidden 
gems or keep yourself on track.

Here, we’ve created a jewelry tree, but this crafty piece 
can be used for hanging, holding, displaying and organizing 
all kinds of stuff, including hair accessories, sewing tools, 
keys, photos, greeting cards, business cards, notes and 
reminders, tickets, recipes, ornaments and origami. 

MATERIALS: 
• Whisk(s)
• Container, such as a pitcher, flowerpot, tin or bowl
• Fast drying cement
• Attractive stones
• Wire cutters 

DIRECTIONS:

1. Cut whisk(s) with wire cutters at the top of loops. Use 
wire cutters to bend the wire outwards in all different 
ways and directions to look like tree branches. 

2. Pour fast drying cement in the bottom of the container 
and set the whisk(s) inside.

3. Once the cement is solid, place attractive stones on 
top and hang your jewelry, or other items on your tree. OH

HANG,
ORGANIZE,
display

STORY  AND  PHOTOS  BY  KATE  FOX

1
2

3

Friendly, Personal, Professional Attention.  
Expert Sales, Service & Custom

In-Home Installation.
 

- Guaranteed Low Prices since 1989 -

15 Balsam St., Unit 3, Collingwood (Between Staples & A&W) 

705.445.1118     georgianaudiovideo.com

Home 
Entertainment is 

our Passion. Great 
Design, with Good 
Taste, and ULTRA 
Easy Control...is 

our Creed.

STREAM ALL THE MUSIC ON EARTH

The Georgian Bay’s Premier
Home Entertainment Design Centre

WELCOME TO A RADICALLY
NEW WAY TO LISTEN TO MUSIC

TO ANY ROOM IN YOUR HOUSE... WIRELESSLY!

GEORGIANAUDIO_F2011.indd   1 11-11-17   3:37 PM
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This bold reddish orange was selected 
by the Pantone Colour Institute to 
provide the energy boost we need 
to recharge and move forward. OUR 

HOMES discovered many ways to add a punch 
of this vivacious colour to your home. OH

VIVID ORANGE
Tangerine Tango
– THE COLOUR OF THE YEAR.

Bodum®

Bodum®

Bodum®

Bodum®

CB2

Room & Board®

Room & Board®

West Elm

West Elm

Olympia Tile & Stone

Home Hardware

Maxwell & Williams

Farrow & Ball
– The St Antoine 
Papers, BP 917 

Benjamin Moore
– Tawny Day Lilly 2012-10

Room & Board®

Room & Board®Le Creuset

Le Creuset

Emma Gardner Design

d e c o r a t i n g
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FOLEY’S
FINE FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

511 Hume Street,  Hwy 26 
Col l ingwood

705.445.0661 • 1.800.461.9199

Visit our store online www.foleys.ca

Stanley
FURNITURE

CARPET • HARDWOOD • LAMINATE • CERAMIC TILES
WINDOWS ’N BLINDS • AREA RUGS • SHUTTERS

705.445.2166 2808 Hwy 124, Duntroon 

519.538.2166 334 Sykes Street, Unit 4, in Meaford

www.deansrugland.com

Each of the 100 Carpet One Floor & Home stores across Canada 
are locally owned and operated, offering exceptional service 
and the best warranties in the business. When your floor 
matters, count on Deans Carpet One Floor & Home.

Experts in the custom design and manufacturing of

Kitchen Cabinets & Accessories – Bathrooms – Closets – Mouldings & Trim 
Home & Commercial Spaces – Stair Cases – Any Wooden Ideas

Using the latest and most advanced software, we are able to create any  
custom design to fit your needs while offering an exquisite final product,  
manufactured locally in our state of the art facility.

1980 20th St. East,  
Owen Sound  

519-370-0808      
ewdesigns.ca

Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi

We now  
offer

financing!
Visit our showroom  for more  information.

Details that get noticed

Exquisite_W11.indd   1 12-01-25   4:49 PM



Vanilla 
  SKIES

BY  JUDE  WAYLAND
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY
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EEver since he was 23, Jens Jorgensen 
d rea med of  ow n i ng a  100-acre 
property in the country. On New 
Year ’s  Day 2007,  wh i le  d r iv ing 
the babysitter home, he ventured 
into unknown territory and was 
awestruck to discover the stunning 
views of the Beaver Valley. 

RIGHT: Jens and Natalia Jorgensen 
welcome guests to their weekend 
home with friendly smiles. 
BELOW: The front of the custom 
post-and-beam home mixes wood 
and stone for a warm, northern 
appeal. BOTTOM: The large, open 
entranceway features a walk-in coat 
closet that comes in handy when 
entertaining friends and family.

ABOVE: The open-concept, 
main-floor living space 
offers breathtaking views 
of the snow-dusted Beaver 
Valley, which presents itself 
as a backyard of dreams. 
FAR LEFT: The endless view 
from the seat next to the 
fireplace, encourages guests 
and family alike, to relax 
and take it all in. LEFT: Jens 
and Natalia reminisce with 
builder David Eaton while 
looking at their home plans.

Continued on page 52
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“It was a beautiful sunny day, crisp and cold, when I turned up Grey 
Road 2 and saw the whole Beaver Valley,” he recalls. Jorgensen knew he 
had found his land. 

Jens, wife Natalia and their three daughters were renting a ski chalet in 
Craigleith when Jens heard about a prime piece of land with a panoramic 
view of the Beaver Valley. It sounded like the ideal location to build his 
active family a winter retreat. Jens immediately scouted it out, and put an 
offer on the land before the property had even been shown.

What the Jorgensens purchased is simply out of this world – 300 acres 
of gently rolling hills that stretch as far as the eye can see, and a ridge 
overlooking a wide open sky and an unobstructed view of the sparkling 
blue waters of Georgian Bay.

“We see every sunset along that ridge 365 days a year,” says Jens. “There 
aren’t many places you can do that.” Even his father commented that he 

had never been to a place where you can see so much sky. In fact, there’s 
an astronomical observatory a stone’s throw from the Jorgensen property. 

At first, the Jorgensens wanted to build a log home. But Natalia felt 
the structure might restrict her use of colour and limit the number of 
windows, so the couple chose a post and beam design. Normerica 
recommended an experienced builder, who happened to be a good friend, 
neighbour and fellow member at Georgian Peaks Ski Club. Enter David 
Eaton of Baylyn Construction Ltd.

In 2007 and 2008, Eaton and the Jorgensens built an impressive 
5,800 sq. ft., two-level, white pine and Douglas fir, post and beam winter 
getaway. “This is a very unique, 100 per cent custom designed Normerica 
home,” explains Eaton. “With Normerica, every joint, and every tenon has 
to be fitted, drilled and pegged. They’re roughly cut, and then we fine-tune 
them all to make them fit properly.” 

FAR LEFT: With the dinner table 
set for 10, complete with flower 
arrangements from Paperwhite 
Flowers in Thornbury, and a 
gourmet kitchen designed for 
entertaining, the Jorgensens 
are ready to share their evening 
with close friends. LEFT: After 
pouring a drink at the rustic 
bar in the dining room, visitors 
are encouraged to sign the 
guest book. TOP: An afternoon 
snack is served on a beautiful 
cheeseboard given to the 
Jorgensens as a gift from Eaton. 
ABOVE: The custom crafted 
kitchen offers loads of  
workspace and style with  
a built-in refrigerator.

Continued on page 56
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LEFT: Splashes of red are seen 
throughout the home, including 
in the cosy, up country master 
bedroom. BOTTOM LEFT: The 
master en suite mixes warm 
colours with clean lines and 
tasteful tile work to achieve 
a contemporary look that 
complements the rustic home. 
RIGHT: A wooden sign on the 
landing of the main staircase, 
pays tribute to the family’s 
ski club, Georgian Peaks. FAR 
RIGHT & BELOW: The lower 
walkout level was designed 
specifically for the couple’s three 
daughters with a large living 
room for playing games and 
watching movies, a small kitchen, 
a bedroom each, a separate 
laundry room, spa, gear room 
and a spare room for friends.
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It was Natalia who situated the home high atop the ridge, and Natalia 
who tastefully oversaw every single detail of the interior design – from 
detailed tile designs and custom designed cabinetry (with the expertise 
of J.D. Medland Cabinet Makers), to sourcing fixtures, paint colours 
and furnishings (Jonna’s Rustic Refinement and FAD Inc.)

“The way Natalia decorated their home is the reason why this is one of 
my favourites,” says Eaton. “It’s the first time ever I’ve had a homeowner 
put together tile drawings for patterns. It was amazing. They were done 
by hand and so helpful.”

Eaton’s team did most of the finishing, including the nine-to-11-inch 
reclaimed elm floorboards supplied by Danny Farrow at Nostalgic 
Wood Inc. 

The Jorgensen home was designed to be functional. The master 
bedroom and en suite are on the main level. Four more bedrooms and 
bathrooms (all countertops from City Stone), a spacious living area and 
stone fireplace, wine cellar, kids’ laundry room, equipment/mudroom, 
steam/shower room and kitchenette are located in the fully finished 
lower level. 

ABOVE: The girls’ kitchen is fully equipped with 
everything they need to host friends in their lower-level 

apartment. RIGHT: The newest addition downstairs 
is the wine cellar. Jens points out that several bottles 

have tags hanging around the bottlenecks with 
handwritten notes from the guests who gave them, 

including what foods to enjoy each vintage with.

Continued on page 58

For additional photos, details, 
neighbourhoods, articles, maps, 

testimonials... (you get the picture!)
 

Please Visit ALL of our Sites:

ExecuTeamAdvantage.com
SellingCollingwood.com
CollingwoodHomes.ca

SellingBlueMountain.com

41 Hurontario Street, Collingwood, Ontario L9Y 2L7
705.445.7085

EXECUTIVE POST AND BEAM
5+2 bdrm., 6/2 bath, 8457 sq. ft. fin.

Upscale interior finishes
$2,449,000

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHALET
4+2 bdrms., 4.5 bath, 3254 sq. ft. fin.
Views, open concept, tons of space!

$649,000

SHUTTLE TO THE VILLAGE
4 + 1 bdrm., 3.5 bath, 4491 sq. ft. fin.
Custom built on Monterra Golf Course

$1,095,000

CUSTOM HOME IN COUNTRY SETTING
3+1 bdrm., 3.5 bath, 4582 sq. ft. fin.

3 car gar., Minutes to Osler & Collingwood
$668,737

STEAL OF A DEAL
3 bdrm., 2.5 bath, 1335 sq. ft.

Upper level, 2 storey in Lighthouse
$215,000

CONDO OR SKI CHALET?
4 bdrm., 3.5 bath, 2350 sq. ft. fin.

Multi level space for the whole family
$399,000

NIPISSING RIDGE CHALET
4 bdrm., 3.5 bath, 2587 sq. ft.

Great family chalet near ski hills.
$849,000

WALK TO TOWN
4 bdrm., 2.5 bath, 2165 sq. ft.

Income apt + workshop + private lot
$499,000

CHALET NEAR THE PEAKS
4 bdrm., 3.5 bath, 3690 sq. ft.

Post & beam, walkout, mins. to Peaks.
$1,195,000

It’s time to MOVE to our 

WEBSITES

Emma Baker * 

705.444.3989

Karen Poshtar, ABR, SRES *

705.443.0351

Sherry Rioux, SRES **

705.443.2793

CUSTOM HOME ON 2.5 ACRES
3+2 bdrm., 3 bath, 4249 sq. ft. total

Pool, workshop & potential in law suite
$592,000

* Sales Representative          ** Broker

CLAIRWOOD_ski2011_REV.indd   1 12-01-27   8:34 AM
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The main floor features a remarkable open-concept space, which 
includes expansive kitchen, dining and living areas. The Jorgensens took 
full advantage of the post and beam construction to welcome in the light. 
Everywhere you turn, windows of all sizes offer breathtaking views of the 
surrounding valley.

A stately great room fireplace anchors the home. “Campbell 
Construction Inc. did a fantastic job with the fireplace stonework,” says 
Eaton. “You can’t even tell where there’s a seam in this inch-and-a-half-thick 
real stone veneer.” The block chimney exterior is clad with cultured stone, 
the interior with ErthCoverings, once again, Natalia’s recommendation. 

In Eaton’s opinion, the great room really makes the home. “It’s the one place 
where I can totally relax and be myself,” says Jens. “When everyone’s there, we 
all become immediately relaxed, and that’s what I think is so beautiful.”

There’s a full radiant heating system throughout the home, and no 
ducts, thanks to a very efficient propane boiler (RT Mechanical). “It’s 
all the best of the best as far as heating systems go,” says Eaton. “The only 
forced air in the home comes from two 200-amp HRV systems, one at 
each end of the house, which provide fresh air.” There’s no need for air 
conditioning on the ridge.

LEFT & BELOW: The guest room on 
the lower level is a private getaway for 
anyone staying with the Jorgensens. 
The bedroom is warm and comfortable 
in chalet colours while the spa-like en 
suite features double sinks, a spacious 
glassed-in shower and a large soaker tub.

Continued on page 60

BTM
A s  w e  m o v e  b a c k  i n d o o r s ,  n o w  i s  t h e  p e r f e c t  t i m e  t o  s p r u c e  u p  y o u r  s p a c e . 
N e e d  a n  u p d a t e  o n  y o u r  t r i m  &  d o o r s ?  O r  m a y b e  y o u r  s t a i r s  a n d  r a i l i n g s  a r e 
a  l i t t l e  o u t d a t e d ?  O u r  c o n v e n i e n t  h o u r s  a n d  t e a m  o f  e x p e r t s  m a k e  i t  e a s i e r 
t h a n  e v e r  t o  a s s i s t  y o u  i n  y o u r  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t r i m / d o o r s / s t a i r s / r a i l i n g s .

Mon to Fr i  7-5pm  n  Sat  9-3pm

1.800.265.3465  n  705.739.2200

52 Saunders Rd, Barr ie

www.barr ietr im.com
  Commerce Park Dr

400

Ba
rrie

 Vi
ew

Saunders Rd

Bayview Dr

Saunders Rd

Bryne Dr

Mapleview Dr

BTM BARRIE TRIM &
MOULDINGS INC.

SPECIALIZING IN CUSTOM TRIM, DOORS & STAIRS SINCE 1985 | SUPPLY & INSTALL

BarrieTrim Sk12.indd   1 12-01-25   2:45 PM
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The home sits solidly on an ICF foundation. Eaton and his crew 
installed an engineered suspended slab in the attached single car garage to 
tuck away noisy mechanical equipment in the basement. It’s a phenomenal 
use of space that includes a huge ski locker area for the kids. 

Across the driveway, Eaton built a 1,248 sq. ft., three-car garage with 
a full bunky, which features two bedrooms and a large teenage play area.

With 10 years of commercial construction experience in Toronto, and 
30 homes under his belt in the Blue Mountains, Eaton holds a special place 
in his heart for the Jorgensen project. Why? “The building. The view. The 
people,” he responds. “They’re just great. This couple is so passionate 
about what they do.” 

Now the Jorgensens escape the city almost every weekend to savour 
their country retreat. “It’s great,” says Jens. “I just sit there and look at the 
view, or in the evening we have a little fire. It’s the perfect place to sit, talk 
and relax with each other.”  OH

SOURCE GUIDE

Baylyn Construction Ltd., Campbell Construction Inc., City 

Stone, Clearlite Electric, Doug Goodwin Plumbing, FAD Inc., 

Georgian Stair Company Inc., Huronia Alarms, J.D. Medland 

Cabinet Makers, John H. McNabb Construction Ltd., Jonna’s 

Rustic Refinement, Nostalgic Wood Inc., Rudy Berrang Roofing, 

RT Mechanical, Thornbury Home Hardware Building Centre

ABOVE: There’s no 
arguing over bathroom 
space for the Jorgensen 
girls. Each daughter 
has her own sink and 
a wall-length mirror 
makes it easy for all 
three to get ready each 
morning. LEFT: Perhaps 
one of the most 
unique features of the 
home, the lower-level 
mudroom resembles 
that of a full team’s 
locker room, with 
enough space to store 
all sports equipment 
year-round.

CUSTOM LIGHTING & FURNISHINGS

HOME DECOR & ACCESSORIES

WINDOW COVERINGS & LINENS

ALL AT THE BEST PRICES ANYWHERE

PORTER SKELTON 
& A S S O C I A T E S L T D25th

ANNIVERSARY

The quality design-build solution  
trusted by homeowners for 25 years.  

Positive relationships, creative designs 
and clear process with every project.

Design by Bramwell Sharp
            
      D E S I G N ~ B U I L D ~ R E N O V A T E ~ R E S T O R E
              Office-Shop:  14 Stewart Road Collingwood      705-444-1999  info@porterskelton.com  

SUSTAINABLE 
CUSTOM 

FURNISHINGS

T H E O L D F O R G E . C A
705-441-7963   495970 RAVENNA, ON
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Mon to Fri: 9am - 7pm • Sat: 10am - 6pm • Sun: 11am - 5pm

4473 County Road 124 S, Collingwood
705.445.6665 • 1.877.985.3667 • www.leons.ca

Not your typical Platinum Dealer

Leons_W12.indd   1 12-01-16   4:08 PM
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Laminate: Adorn
Area Rug: Ikat Panel– Light Multi

DID YOU 
KNOW 

THAT HGTV’S SENSE 
OF STYLE IS NOW  
IN OUR STORE?

HGTV Home Flooring 
by Shaw is here.
If you want only the best styles of carpet, 
hardwood and more, all from the design 
experts that you’ve come to trust, then 
come into Georgian Flooring Centre for 
HGTV Home Flooring by Shaw. 

shawfloors.com/hgtv 
Carpet I Area Rugs I Hardwood I Laminate

Showroom 84 High St, Collingwood, ON

705  444  2100   
georgiandesigncentre.ca

Georgian Design_W12.indd   1 12-01-25   5:04 PM

C A N A D I A N  O W N E D  A N D  O P E R A T E D

Come visit our newly renovated showroom & facility

in just 10 days>>
Master Craftsmanship...Impeccable Quality  

With Di Pietra Design, you are ensured a wonderful  

experience and a countertop you will be proud of!

Canadian-made countertops
at factory direct pricing

672  We l h am  Rd ,  Ba r r i e ,  ON     1 . 855 .727 .0096     www.d i p i e t r a d e s i g n . c om

DiPietraSk12.indd   1 12-01-24   4:34 PM

Your Home.Your Lifestyle.

23 years custom home building experience  x  licensed general contractor  
custom homes, renovations, additions  x  quality workmanship, sound construction

for further details contact Harold Robison at
Bob Armstrong Construction Ltd.
Collingwood  |  Thornbury

Building our house with Harold Robison of Bob Armstrong Construction was a very satisfying experience. 
Harold was extremely communicative through the whole building process and kept the project on schedule 
and on budget. We couldn’t be happier with the end results.   – Bill & Angela Newberry

BobArmstrong_W12.indd   1 12-01-25   4:28 PM



technicians not only install nearly everything they sell, but can 

also design and integrate products, including furniture and lighting, 

into your home to maximize your enjoyment and ease of use. By 

participating in the AdCheque program, Georgian Audio offers the 

“ultimate price guarantee,” which means you don’t have to search 

endlessly or travel for the best prices.

SEASONAL: Staying indoors, watching a great movie with the 

family or listening to music with friends, makes the cold winter 

months much more enjoyable. High quality sound and picture from 

brand names like Bowers & Wilkins, Panasonic, Samsung, Rotel, 

Bryston, Paradigm, Anthem, Denon, Bose, Stealth Acoustics and 

Stewart Filmscreen, along with fine AV furniture from Salamander 

Designs, will have you hoping winter never ends.

FAVOURITES: For Lovegrove, “it’s got to be Sonos for the content 

and the control. With 12 million tunes built into the system, it’s like 

having the biggest record store at your disposal,” he says.

WHERE: 15 Balsam St. Unit 3, Collingwood

705.445.1118, www.georgianaudiovideo.com  OH

THE PLACE: After more than two decades in business, Georgian 

Audio Video Unlimited is now a part of Collingwood’s history, 

but there’s nothing historical about what they can offer for your 

home. This is not your typical electronics store. Step into this 

state-of-the-art showroom and discover the latest and greatest in 

home entertainment. The focus is on the most highly sought-after 

technologies of today, like HDTV, home theatres and media rooms, 

hi-fi stereo systems, fine audio/visual furniture, whole house audio, 

smart home systems and the complete lineup of Apple products. 

WHAT’S HOT: “Internet-based music and movie services are all the 

rage,” says business owner Scott Lovegrove. “Easy control with iPads 

and other smart devices make using the systems a breeze for the 

whole family, and really makes for some seriously fun dinner parties 

too!” Popular products include the Sonos wireless hi-fi music system, 

the Control4 home automation system and several Apple products.

SERVICES: Great design, good taste and ultra easy control are 

Georgian Audio’s creed. Lovegrove says that custom, in-home 

installation is a huge part of what they do. Their expert field 

BE ENTERTAINED  
AT HOME

BONNIE FOX PHOTO

PHOTO COURTESY OF ADMIT ONE CINEMA, EDINA, MN
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ALL REAL ESTATE SERVICES LTD., BROKERAGE. 
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

330 FIRST ST, COLLINGWOOD, ON

705.445.5520    1.877.445.5520

www.royallepagecollingwood.com

PRETTY RIVER VALLEY Views of Georgian Bay 
and Collingwood. One of the region’s finest homes. 
MLS®20113644 John Giffen 705-888-6791  
jegiffen@me.com

GEORGIAN PEAKS SKI CLUB! 3800 sq ft, 6 bdrm, 3 bath  
Log Home. Online home tour at www.chriskeleher.ca  
MLS®20111176 Chris Keleher 705-888-4624  
chriskeleher@me.com

$2,895,000 $698,000 $799,000 

A RARE ESTATE Beautifully treed and private water-
front home on Georgian Bay. 150 ft of shoreline with 
sweeping views of Nottawasaga Bay. MLS®20112672  
John Giffen 705-888-6791 jegiffen@me.com

5 BEDROOM IN MCKEAN SUBDIVISION! 2,600 sq ft,  
over ½ acre lot, inground pool. MLS®20120163  
Cindy Ryerse 705-446-7254 cryerse@royallepage.ca 
www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com

RIVERSIDE 5 bedroom home overlooking pond. 3,000 
sq ft, hardwood floors, 9 ft ceilings, finished lower 
level. MLS®20115894 Ian Hawkins 705-446-5136  
www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com

RIVERSIDE ‘NEW PRICE’ Brand new 3 bdrm home. 1,520 
sq ft, finished basement. Close to schools. MLS®20116433  
Ian Hawkins 705-446-5136 ianhawkins@royallepage.ca 
www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com

$859,000$379,000

BEAVER VALLEY CHALET Renovated cottage, open concept 
living. 2 bedrms plus loft for 3rd bedroom or lounging. Large 
deck overlooks the Beaver River! MLS®20116438 Cindy 
Ryerse 705-446-7254 cryerse@royallepage.ca

$177,900

$439,900 $269,900

RARE WATERFRONT OPPORTUNITY! 250 ft on Georgian 
Bay. Minutes to Georgian Peaks & Georgian Bay Club. 
MLS®20110174 Cindy Ryerse 705-446-7254 cryerse@
royallepage.ca www.RealEstateatBlueMountain.com

UNIQUE 2011/2012 SKI SEASON Renovated Sierra 
Lane offering a fabulous view of Blue Mountain ski hills!  
Designer décor throughout this 2 bedroom, 2 bath condo. 
MLS®20115425 Mardy Van Beest 705-441-4706

GEORGIAN MEADOWS The “Hampshire” model fea-
tures a bright open concept of living. 3 bed, 2/1 bath. 
MLS®20116529 Rick Crouch 705-443-1037 rickcrouch@
propertycollingwood.com

MOVE-IN CONDITION Excellent starter or retirement home, 
well maintained 3 bdrm bungalow w/numerous improve-
ments located on a cul-de-sac just a short walk to Sunset 
Point Park. MLS®20115573 Rick Crouch 705-443-1037

$1,500/month$319,000$199,900$329,000

LIGHTHOUSE POINT Annual furnished, 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 
ground floor with western view of ski hills and bay.  
Mardy Van Beest 705-441-4706

ATTN...SKIERS! Value & views @ base of the ski hills. 
Chalet/townhome – $50,000 in upgrades, hardwood,  
granite, stone f/p. MLS®20114614 Zig Glogowski  
705-888-3080 zig@royallepage.ca

WASAGA BEACH 4 bdrm, 2 bath/semi ensuite, 
lovely kitchen/slate floor, living room/dark hardwood,  
finished basement/10 ft ceilings. MLS®20115220  
Phyllis Dineen 705-445-5520 dineentall@sympatico.ca

DARE TO COMPARE Popular Ruperts Landing complex on 
shores of Georgian Bay. Spacious 3 bdrms, 3 bath, recent 
upgrades ++. MLS®20116051 Zig Glogowski 705-888-
3080 zig@royallepage.ca

$499,900$455,000$189,000$224,990

NOISY RIVER PROPERTY Just minutes west of Creemore!  
Just over 1.5 acres, 3 bedrooms, gourmet kitchen, gleam-
ing wood floors and fieldstone fireplace! MLS®20114087  
Vicki Bell 705-446-4539 ringabell@RoyalLePage.ca

LORA BAY!! 5 bedrooms, 3,504 sq ft, screened-in out-
door entertainment room, landscaped grounds, exciting 
golf course community. MLS®20115528 Wispy Boivin 
705-888-7212 wispy@RoyalLePage.ca

$369,000$649,000

SWISS MEADOWS “BEEHIVE!” An architectural wonder! 
6 bedrooms, 1,700 sq ft, large deck, views of Georgian  
Bay. MLS®20114764 Jim Hanna 705-441-5272  
jimhanna@rogers.com

WHITE PINE 3 BEDROOM CHALET 5 minutes from 
Georgian Peaks. 2,950 sq ft, vaulted ceilings, outdoor 
fireplace. MLS®20115857 Jim Hanna 705-441-5272 
jimhanna@rogers.com

$980,000$259,900

MCKEAN SUBDIVISION! 3 bedrooms, 2,600 sq ft, ½ 
acre lot, updated kitchen, wrap-around porch. Move-in 
condition! MLS®20116281 Wispy Boivin 705-888-7212 
wispy@RoyalLePage.ca

OPEN CONCEPT LIVING Spacious 2 bdrm + loft condo on 
the shores of Georgian Bay. 3 levels, 3 balconies, 3 wash-
rooms, space for the family to enjoy. MLS®20115734  
Sheila Shepherd 705-441-6085 sheilashepherd@rogers.com

ANNUAL LEASE – UTILITIES EXTRA Upper 2 bdrm, 2 
bath condo in the Glen II of Cranberry Village w/wood 
burning f/p and w/o to large deck. MLS®20120018  
Sheila Shepherd 705-441-6085 sheilashepherd@rogers.com

ALPINE SKI CLUB CHALET Five bedroom, 4½ bath,  
custom home. MLS®20111971 Doug Lindsay  
705-441-0850 dlindsay@RoyalLePage.ca

$1,495,000

$850/month$244,900

SKI IN from Craigleith/Alpine - 6500 sq ft of absolute luxury 
and master craftmanship, 6 bds, 5 bth, big views, furnished. 
Virtual Tour http://myhomes.thevirtualtourcompany.ca/ 
7020 D. Barry Manchester 705-446-8468

ENJOY NOW – DEVELOP LATER 2.9 Acres zoned R-3 
in Collingwood. Great house, view of the hills. MLS® 
20115804 Neil Thain  416-998-5558  neil@realestatewiz.ca

$790,000

$2,250,000

THORNBURY CONDO 3+1 bdrm, 2 bath, sauna, reverse  
layout. Unique Home Tour at www.chriskeleher.ca. 
MLS®20116065 Paul Casey 705-606-2510 paulcasey@
RoyalLePage.ca

$199,900

$875,000

DEVIL’S GLEN SKI CLUB! 3600 sq ft, 4 bdrm, 2+1 
bath chalet style home on 4 acres! Online home tour at  
www.chriskeleher.ca MLS®20120213 Chris Keleher 
705-888-4624 chriskeleher@me.com

SLOPE-SIDE LUXURY Completely refurbished, with 
views to the pool and Village. With the front door steps 
to the Silver Bullet Ski Hill. MLS®20115015 Rick Wiles  
705-812-1469 rwiles@RoyalLePage.ca

MEAFORD ‘NEW PRICE’ 3 bedroom, 1½ storey home, 
recently painted and new insulation on main floor. Huge 
master bedroom. MLS®20112881 Bob Muir 705-443-
0773 bob@CollingwoodLifestyle.com

LIGHTHOUSE POINT GARDEN HOME Quiet and private, 
new appliances. Upgraded 2 bedroom, 3 walk/outs, 
hardwood floors, attached garage. MLS®20113071  
Rick Wiles 705-812-1469 rwiles@RoyalLePage.ca

$309,000$239,900$159,500

$369,000

GOLF COURSE CONDO 4 bds 3 bth, granite, hard-
wood, SS app, f/f bsmt, garage, gas fp, backs onto 
green space, pool FP. Virtual Tour http://myhomes.
thevirtualtourcompany.ca/6994 D. Barry Manchester 

CREEKSIDE! Fully finished 3 levels, 3 years old, move 
in ready. MLS®20115763 Neil Thain 416-998-5558   
neil@realestatewiz.ca

CHARMING LOG HOME Top of Escarpment, near 
Osler & Three Stage, 4 BR, 1 acre, view of the Bay. 
MLS®20120285 Neil Thain  416-998-5558  neil@r 
ealestatewiz.ca

$264,900$495,000

UPSCALE GEORGIAN MEADOWS Spacious 3 bdrm,  
4 bath with hardwood floors and cathedral ceiling in  
master bdrm. MLS®20114854 Vel Ivardi 705-445-5520 
Ext 235 allreal@RoyalLePage.ca

SOLD

* Sales Representative  **Broker  ***Broker of Record

STUNNING 4 BED BUNGALOW loft with magnifi-
cent views of Blue Mountain. Minutes to Collingwood 
and ski hills. $$$’s in upgrades. Peter Holgate  
705-445-5520 Ext 228 pfholgate@RoyalLePage.ca

Thursday, February 2
8:30 am – 5 pm

Craigleith Ski Club

Tickets can be ordered by phoning:
Heather @ 705.445.5520

CREEKSIDE 4 bedrooms, 2½ baths, located in a great 
school zone, close to amenities and lots of room for grow-
ing families. MLS®20115284 Paul Casey 705-606-2510 
paulcasey@RoyalLePage.ca

SOLD

Tickets: $110
Lunch & Snow Shoe: $45

Tickets:

27th Annual Royal LePage

hospice ski day

Chris Keleher * Paul Casey * Cindy Ryerse * Mardy Van Beest * Sheila Shepherd * Vicki Bell ** Doug Linton * Doug Lindsay * Peter Holgate ** 

D. Barry Manchester ** 

Bob Muir * 

Nina Margesson * 

Ian Hawkins **

Vel Ivardi ***

Martha Whitton * 

Wispy Boivin *Jim Hanna * Zig Glogowski * Rick Crouch ** John Giffen ** Neil Thain ** Phyllis Dineen * Rick Wiles ** 

SCAN TO EMAIL FOR  
IMMEDIATE INFO ON ANY 
OF THESE PROPERTIES

$748,111

RLP Sk12.indd   2-3 12-01-27   7:12 PM
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HOMEOWNERS

PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  BONN I E  FOX

Perhaps you grew up here, or spent your childhood skiing 
the best slopes in the province. Maybe you’ve just discovered 
the area. Now that you’re here, you know something others 
don’t; there is a Paradise in Ontario. 

Surrounded by natural beauty, we’re all lucky to live, vacation or weekend in this magical place called 
Southern Georgian Bay (SGB). Some spend it speeding down ski hills and exploring trails and rivers on 
the weekends, while others have moved here full-time, bought homes, opened businesses and started 
families. It’s the people living full or part-time who make this area a vibrant, beautiful place. That’s why 
we’re introducing you to a group of SGB’s proud residents this season. We’ve even included some of their 
recommendations for local businesses, just in case, you too, are looking to become a happy homeowner.

 Pawel & Viktoria Wrzesinski 
with children, Emily and Patrick
Self Employed Trucking and  
Logistics Specialists, Collingwood
W H AT  D O  YO U  LOV E  A BO U T  YO U R  N EW 

H O M E ?  We love everything about our new Delpark 
(Pretty River Estates) home, from the exterior 
design to the spacious and open floor plan with 
10-foot ceilings. During the building process Delpark 
worked with and helped us with all the details to 
create our dream home.
W H Y  D I D  YO U  M OV E  H E R E ?  We moved to 
Collingwood because of what it offers our family. 
We can ski during the winter, go to the beach in the 
summer and bike on the beautiful trails. And all of 
that is within minutes of our new home!
FAVO U R I T E  WAY  TO  S P E N D  A  W I N T E R 

EV E N I N G  TO G E T H E R :  On the long winter 
evenings we enjoy sitting by the fireplace,  
watching movies and playing board games.
Continued on page 70
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 Karen Jones with daughter, Alexandra 
Interior Decorator and Weekender, Blue Mountain
W H AT  A R E  W I N T E R  W E E K E N DS  I N  SG B  L I K E ?  They’re like mini-
vacations in a winter wonderland! They’re filled with beautiful scenery, 
the friendliest people, skiing, great restaurants, hot-tubbing, Scrabble 
in front of the fire while listening to music, and a relaxing place for 
family and friends to visit.
W H AT ’S  S P EC I A L  A BO U T  YO U R  H O M E  H E R E ?  Through Harold 
Robison’s (Bob Armstrong Construction Ltd.) expert renovation 
management, we were able to transform a stark, simple house with 
an unfinished basement into a warm, cosy chalet with abundant room 
for visitors and spa-like amenities. Harold was so efficient – we were 
moved in and on the slopes in time to kick-off the ski season!
FAVO U R I T E  W I N T E R  ACT I V I T Y  Hands-down downhill skiing! Every 
year at the end of fall we do the “snow-dance” because the snow can’t 
fall soon enough, now that we have a home in this amazing area.

Continued on page 72
www.abbottdesign.ca

416.944.2898 ext 202
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Electronic Shade and Drapery Control

Home Lighting Control Systems

Whole Home Audio/Video and Security
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 Bill McMahon and Karen Burke
Territory Manager for Wilson Sports,
Cruise Consultant at Expedia CruiseShipCenters, Collingwood
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  YO U R  H O M E :  Our home is a mix of warm and inviting colours thanks to 
Chris Hobbs of Hobbs Home Solutions. With his magical paint touch, Chris transformed the 
marvellous open, bright great room, where we enjoy entertaining friends and family.
D ESC R I B E  T H E  P E R F ECT  DAY  I N  SG B :  We love taking road trips in our ‘02 
Thunderbird on beautiful sunny days to the car shows across Georgian Bay.
FAVO U R I T E  W I N T E R  M E A L :  Our favourite meals come from Blue Ridge Meats, 
especially the fresh smoked pork chops that we barbecue all year long.
Continued on page 74

HANOVER SHOWROOM
805 - 10th STREET

519.506.3228
Mon-Thurs   9:30am to 5:30pm

Fri   9:30am to 8:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

WROXETER SHOWROOM
R.R.#2 - 43195 AMBERLEY RD

519.335.3228
Mon-Thurs   8:00am to 5:00pm

Fri   8:00am to 9:00pm
Sat & Sun 10:00am to 4:00pm

www.djsfurniture.ca

From floor to ceiling, inside & out!From floor to ceiling, inside & out!

Project Management

Wood Finishing

Flooring

Carpentry

Basements

Bathrooms... and more

                           Fully Insured  
                   705-446-8894
Hobbshomesolutions@hotmail.com

So many possibilities...

• Installation by Qualified Landscape Technicians
• In-House design service • 5-year guarantee on all Hardscapes

• Landscape Architect available upon request

1.866.377.2477 or 519.538.9991
www.gordonjleecelandscapes.ca

A Proud Member of Landscape Ontario
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 Paige Young
Real Estate Agent at Chestnut Park, Collingwood
I  LOV E  L I V I N G  I N  SG B  B ECAU S E …  my family loves the 
bay and everything the area has to offer. The recreational 
opportunities are endless and we spend a lot of time outdoors. 
We have great memories from spending summers at my 
mother-in-law’s chalet up here so it seemed like a good fit.
M Y  H O U S E  I S …  a great home for entertaining, where friends 
and family gather. I love the living room. The punch of colour 
that Missy Sharp of Bramwell Sharp Design gave it, just 
finished it off and made it a happy place.
FAVO U R I T E  W I N T E R  ACT I V I T Y:  We all ski and my boys 
race. I don’t think we could find a better program anywhere.
Continued on page 76

“Flooring our community
one family at a time”

King’s Court, Thornbury  .  www.floorcrafters.ca  .  519.599.5055

HARDWOOD  .  NATURAL STONE  .  GRANITE  .  FRAMELESS GLASS

Custom 
Homes

Collingwood 705.444.0400
hybridbuildingsystem.com

Log

Traditional

Post & Beam

legendarylog.com

leaving a legacy...

705.888.7858     www.hackstone.ca

...what will yours be?
Specializing in Everything Stone
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 Jack Van Leeuwen
Retired Plumbing Contractor, New Lowell
W H AT  D O  YO U  LOV E  A BO U T  L I V I N G  H E R E ?  I love the 
outdoors and enjoy working in the woods. I also like that I don’t 
have to keep my grass perfect outside of town.
W H AT  H E L PS  F I N A N C E  YO U R  R E T I R E M E N T ?  I’ve had 
solar panels from Gravity Sun Power installed on my workshop 
out back. They are not only going to generate some income for 
my retirement, but also provide power for other people.
W H AT  I  LOV E  D O I N G  M OST  I N  W I N T E R  I S …  getting my 
grandkids out on the farm to snowmobile and have bonfires.
Continued on page 78

Winter Savings

Where comfort comes first!
85  HURONTAR IO  STREET  •  (705 )  445 -1988

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A  WEEK

•  H O M E  D E C O R  •  B E D D I N G  •  L I G H T I N G  •  G I F T S  •

•  H O M E  D E C O R  •  B E D D I N G  •  L I G H T I N G  •  G I F T S  •
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H O M E  D É C O R

FEBRUARY
LEATHER

SALE

march 
bedding

SALE

705.606.0055    KitchenPainters.com
Collingwood
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 Kevin Wong and son, Jonathan
Dentist and Weekender, Blue Mountain
H OW  D O  YO U  S P E N D  W E E K E N DS  I N  SG B?  Our weekends are mostly spent 
outdoors. In the winter months we are skiing, snowboarding or just relaxing in our chalet.
W H AT ’S  D I F F E R E N T  A BO U T  YO U R  H O M E  H E R E ?  While looking for a second home 
in the town of The Blue Mountains, we didn’t want a contemporary home as we have in 
the city. Our vision was that of a ski chalet with a rustic feel and appearance. We were 
able to obtain that with the beautiful timber accents from Legendary Logcrafters Ltd.
D ESC R I B E  T H E  P E R F ECT  W I N T E R  DAY:  A day of winter sports followed by a 
relaxing evening by the fireplace with the family, watching the snow falling.
Continued on page 78

CORINTHIAN
Kitchen & Bath Studio

No obligation quotes • Professional design services
Full kitchen and bath renovation services 

Stone, laminate and solid surface counters
Dining furniture • Linens •  Home décor and accessories 

519-599-2800
1-877-349-2800

Visit our showroom.
99 King St. E., Kings Court Mall, 
Thornbury
www.corinthiankitchens.com

ADVERTISEMENT
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 Blair Locke
Cinematographer and Weekender, Clarksburg
H OW  D O  YO U  S P E N D  YO U R  T I M E  I N  SG B? 
Kayaking, mountain biking, fishing and cooking
M Y  H O U S E  I S …  an 1865 Clarksburg beauty. It’s 
been lovingly restored and is now being brought into 
the new millennium with the help of local designer/
fabricator Skot Lawrence of Desiron Custom Metal.  
M Y  P E R F ECT  W I N T E R  DAY  I S …  a quick 
snowshoe, some riding at the Peaks, then slurping  
a few martinis and firing up the grill.
Continued on page 82

BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION LTD.

www.baylynconstruction.com

David Eaton, General Contractor 

david@baylynconstruction.com
t: 705-444-6209  c: 705-443-1910

CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS
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 Siobhan Dempsey
Restaurateur at C&A Steak Company, Blue Mountain
W H AT  D O  YO U  E N J OY  M OST  A BO U T  L I V I N G  I N 

SG B?  We are surrounded by incredible natural beauty 
in the mountains, valleys, lakes and forests, which are 
complemented by a sophisticated culture in our arts, 
restaurants and boutique shopping.
W H AT  H E L PS  BA L A N C E  L I F E  AS  A  B U S I N ESS 

OW N E R  A N D  H O M EOW N E R?  A strong sense of 
community in that there is always a connection 
between the people you do business with and those 
you connect with socially. For example, our insurance 
broker for our properties, cars and businesses,  
Rob Bickerstaff of Noble Insurance, is also the  
father we stand beside on the soccer pitch every 
Saturday morning.
T E L L  U S  A BO U T  YO U R  H O M E :  We’ve been  
living atop Blue Mountain for two years now and 
everyday I am stopped in my tracks by the  
expansive views overlooking Georgian Bay.  
Working with Patrick B. Coulter & Associates  
was wonderful as Patrick had the insight to  
maximize our enjoyment of the surrounding 
landscape by situating our home as far back  
as possible on our property.  OH

Discover The Possibilities

Martin Zeng    
705 466 5734
zenglandscaping.com

Our professional crew can 
enhance your surroundings 
with custom landscaping, 
water features and custom 
stonework. View recent 
work online or call Zeng 
Landscaping today.

Let us help you to realize your landscaping vision.

Georgian Custom Décor       
WINDOW TREATMENTS, UPHOLSTERY, FABRIC, CUSTOM BEDDING            GREY ROAD 13, EUGENIA
                                                                                     www.georgiancustomdecor.com

519-924-1907

For ALL your renovation needs... do it the Wright Way!

PAINTING & DECORATING  •  ADDITIONS  •  KITCHENS   

BATHROOMS  •  BASEMENTS  •  DECKS/FENCES    

WINDOWS & DOORS  •  ROOFING~FASCIA, SOFFITS, ETC.

705 444.7700
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Scott Young, a local custom builder with over 25 years 
of experience, comes by his craft honestly. 

In his youth he served his carpentry apprenticeship in the Royal Burgh of Linlithgow, Scotland 
and brings an old-school work ethic and pride of construction to Canada. His family company, 
Scotbuild Custom Home Builder, specializes in constructing Viceroy homes and has recently 
opened a 2,310 sq. ft. show home on Mountain Road in Collingwood. 

BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

CUSTOM 
CREATIONS

Continued on page 86

This Viceroy show home by Scotbuild 
Custom Home Builder welcomes loads of 
natural light through walls of high-quality 
windows, and still manages to offer 
warm, intimate spaces like the dining 
room off the main entranceway. Many 
furniture pieces and accessories were 
purchased at Macdonald’s Countrywide 
Furniture & Appliances in Meaford. 
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This spacious, four-bedroom open-concept country home features 
plenty of natural light, cathedral ceilings in the great room, a large kitchen 
and a comfortable family room. Other amenities include a mudroom and 
a laundry room with garage access. 

Since its opening this past fall, Scott is pleasantly surprised by the 
large number of people who have expressed serious interest in having one 
of the 150 Viceroy models constructed in the Southern Georgian Bay area.

Scott and his five full-time employees work with a number of local 
subcontractors, such as Madriver Electric of Stayner, Huronia Alarms 
of Collingwood, Precision Septic & Earthworks Ltd. of Ravenna 
and Bumstead Bros Plumbing & Heating of Owen Sound to ensure 
customer satisfaction. “We pride ourselves on using local trades,” states 
Young. “We all live in the area. So if something happens during or after 
construction we’re always here to help. As local people we are very aware 
that you are only as good as your last job.” Continued on page 88

Attention to detail and unique 
features, such as a built-in 
headboard with a piano window  
in the master suite, and a stainless 
steel backsplash and real stone 
wall in the kitchen, are what give 
Scotbuild homes the wow factor. 
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Having built six Viceroy homes over the past four years, Young 
knows what customers look for in a country home and is prepared to 
walk owners through the various phases of construction from design 
to completion. “We can customize Viceroy plans to suit an individual 
customer’s needs or they can come up with their own drawings and we 
can make it happen,” he says. “Overall, we offer individual attention with 
a personal touch.”

Potential customers can see this personal care for themselves with 
a visit to the firm’s Facebook page where the construction stages of the 
show home are captured in a series of engaging photos.

Young’s final words are encouraging to anyone considering a custom 
build of their own. “The Viceroy package is excellent and not as expensive 
as people might think, when you consider all the Canadian-made materials 
are of the highest quality and the structure is well-engineered.”  OH

The finished basement features a built-in bar at one 
end of a large, family recreation space, three spacious 
bedrooms and a mudroom/equipment room. Like the 
upper level, the basement floods with natural light. 
Trim by Barrie Trim & Mouldings.

DAN
NEEDLES
ENTERTAINS!

Come for the special Needles 
wisdom and wit. 

Come for his new book.  

Come for fun. 

Come for the good of it.

Come for nibbles and more.

A fundraiser for My Friend's House, 
our community shelter for women.

Station on the Green, Creemore 
Saturday March 3, 2012 at 7:30 pm.

Cash bar and silent auction. 

Tickets $20 each at the 
Curiosity House Book Store & Gallery, 

or call (705) 444.2586 ext. 221

Give. Hope.

1991 –
2011

Celebrating 20 years 

of keeping 

fam
ilies 

safe
www.myfriendshouse.ca

My Friends House OH_My Freinds House OH  13/12/11  8:44 PM  Page 1

The Jotul F370/GF370 in Wood or Gas

Find a Jotul Group Dealer Near You:

B & R Hearth & Geothermal
3827 County Rd 124, Nottawa
1.705.445.0077
 www.bandr.ca

Chantico Fireplace Gallery
209784 Highway 26, Craigleith
1.705.445.9688
 www.chanticofireplaces.com

Hearth & Leisure 
506196 Hwy 89, Shelburne
1.519.925.5551
 www.hearthandleisure.com

Hearth & Leisure
6 Elora St. South, Clifford
1.519.327.9663
 www.hearthandleisure.com
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Winter-Ski-F373-V2.pdf   1   12-01-20   6:55 AM
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Far Hills Thornbury makes living a full, active life easy with 
condominium townhomes and condo suites offering a variety 
of gracious living features.

Choose from one or two-bedroom condos with underground parking or three-bedroom townhomes with 
single or double-car garages. A variety of floor plans and finishes are available to suit every preference.

An in-ground swimming pool, tennis court and clubhouse complete the active lifestyle at Far Hills. Located 
at Beaver Street South, the homes are within walking distance of the shops and restaurants of downtown, the 
Thornbury Marina, the Georgian Trail and the bay.

BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

RECREATIONAL
LIVING 

Continued on page 92

The open-concept design 
of this three-bedroom 
townhome makes it ideal 
for entertaining friends and 
spending time with family.
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As Anita Lauer, representative of Chestnut Park Real Estate 
Ltd., leads a tour through the “Primrose” model townhome, she sketches 
the target demographic for the Far Hills complex. “Our target market is 
retirees looking for a full-time home with easy access to all the amenities 
the area has to offer, especially those looking for a more active lifestyle.”

What distinguishes this affordable model is that the rear deck 
overlooks green space – a wooded area bordering a meandering tributary 
of the Beaver River, which will never be developed. Continued on page 94

The kitchen/dining area features premier grade 
strip hardwood flooring, upgraded kitchen 

cabinetry, a large eat-at island with double stainless 
sink and a rear deck overlooking green space.

Clarksburg 519.599.7913   Fax:  519.599.7231   Paragoncarpentry@rogers .com� �

A Model of Excellence

• featured in CANADIAN HOUSE & HOME Magazine

• featured in ON THE BAY Magazine

• featured in OUR HOMES Magazine

Robin Smith, Builder

Homes Featured in Magazines

"I knew that I could tell him what I wanted and I could trust
it would be built to look like that. He was a great listener. And
our home is absolutely the home of our dreams.

–Jana Temple on the second home recently built for
her and her husband by Paragon Carpentry.

OFFERING A COMPLETE BU ILD ING SERVICE 
• GENERAL CONTRACTING 

• MAJOR RENOVATIONS • ADDIT IONS

www.homesbyparagoncarpentr y.com

With suites available in Oiled Bronze,
Stainless Steel, Professional and Black or
White Floating Glass.... Jenn-Air marries 
industry-leading performance with elegance
for any home décor.
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Some of the highlights of the open-concept model include: upgraded 
kitchen cabinetry, an island with double stainless sink and built-in 
dishwasher, premier grade strip hardwood flooring, nine-foot main-floor 
ceilings, convenient ground-floor laundry room, oversized custom casings 
and baseboards, oil-rubbed hardware fittings throughout and ceramic tub 
and shower enclosures.

Structurally, the townhome model utilizes maintenance-free materials 
and the best in energy-saving mechanicals. Lauer is particularly proud of 
the unit’s ICF (Insulated Concrete Form) foundation walls, which ensure 
a dry, soundproof lower floor. With its roughed-in plumbing and electrics 
this level can be finished at the owner’s discretion to create even more 
living space in this attractive development.  OH

Upstairs are three spacious bedrooms, 
including a large master with a luxurious 

en suite, which boasts a double vanity, 
soaker tub and separate shower.

APRIL 21 & 22
Harry Lumley Bayshore Community Centre 
1900 3rd Avenue East, Owen Sound
One hour west of Collingwood on Highway 26

www.homeandcottageexpo.com

Featuring the best suppliers & contractors in the Southern Georgian Bay area.

 · New & Custom Builders · General Contractors  · Landscape Designers

 · Home Decor Specialists · Garden Centres · Outdoor Recreation Experts

 · Renewable Energy Suppliers & much more!

cell. 416.708.2246    tel. 905.775.2248 
email: info@nearnorthlandscaping.com    www.nearnorthlandscaping.com

Hardscapes
•	 Natural	stone	–	flagstone,	patios,	walkways,	

driveway	banding,	facing,	coursing,	walls,	coping

•	 Armor	Rock	–	walls,	gardens

•	 Asphalt	paving

•	 Commercial	services	–	change	of	use,	catch	

basin	tie-ins,	storm	water	management	tie-in	to	

Municipal	system

More…
•	Near	North	provides	free	estimates	and	quotes

•	We	are	fully	insured	and	WSIB	certified

•	Near	North’s	operating	area	incorporates	the	
Golden	Horseshoe	north	to	Muskoka	Cottage	
Country,	Parry	Sound	and	North	Bay

•	Conveniently	located	at	Hwy	89	&	Hwy	400

Softscapes
•	 Garden	design	and	planting

•	 Sodding	–	residential	and	commercial

Guarantee
•	 Near	North	guarantees	all	its	workmanship	with	a	

minimum	2	year	warranty

•	 Near	North	does	not	subcontract	out	any	of	its	work,	

so “One Call Services All”
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Situated at the mouth of the Beaver River in Thornbury, 
Eleven Bay Street offers the best in country townhome 
living just steps from the waterfront.

Designed for serenity and comfort, the development, managed by David Eaton of Baylyn Construction, 
brings it all together with the year-round activities of a diverse and active community and a breathtaking 
natural setting. The elegant designs of these 13 distinguished residences are complemented by the scenic 
river and Georgian Bay views that surround the private sanctuary.

SOPHISTICATED
STYLE

BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

The residences at Eleven Bay 
Street in Thornbury showcase 
the very best in both exterior and 
interior finishes. Maintenance-
free stone and stucco walls 
with vinyl clad windows, hickory 
flooring, seven-inch baseboards, 
an oak staircase, nine-foot 
ceilings and a wood-panelled 
elevator are just a few examples 
of the superb craftsmanship.
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As the tour of “The Bayview” model home begins, Michael Kearns, a 
representative for Royal LePage Locations North Realty, states, “As 
you can see, the finishes are superb. The builder has spared no expense. In 
fact, there was a master mason on site for the past four years. The quality 
is second-to-none.”

Kearns is right. The first thing that strikes the visitor to this exclusive 
residential townhouse is the high quality of the exterior and interior finishes. 
Noteworthy features include maintenance-free stone and stucco walls with 
vinyl clad windows, hickory flooring, seven-inch baseboards, an oak staircase, 
nine-foot ceilings, accent lighting and a wood-panelled elevator.

“Most places need upgrades,” says Kearns. “Here, the upgrades are standard.” 
The quality of construction is matched only by the wonderful views 

of the river as it flows past the Thornbury Yacht Club into the vast vista 
of Georgian Bay.

Carey Mudford of Carey Mudford Interior Design has done a superb 
job in showcasing the three floors of this 2,633 sq. ft. unit. Natural shades of 
soft greys and whites give every living area an elegant, spacious feel.

Kearns says, “Quality and location set us apart – especially for retired 
people. From here you can walk everywhere.” The development is also 
attracting part-timers who want a beautiful home to spend weekends, 
holidays and ski season in, without the hassle of regular maintenance. A 
resident of Thornbury himself, Kearns adds, “The town is a great spot in 
winter and summer. It’s an active community with great restaurants.”  OH

The view of the Beaver River from the 
top-floor master suite is one of the 

development’s major selling points. The 
private enclave is in a highly desirable 

location – surrounded by nature, yet 
just a short walk to Thornbury’s best 

restaurants and shops. 
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Constructed with the contemporary and 
active family in mind, Stone Custom 
Homes’ model, “The Edge,” is a true gem.

First built in Alta, this luxurious, five-bedroom design with nearly 
5,000 sq. ft. of living space will also be available in Windrose Valley, a 
unique development with enormous lots at the base of Osler Bluff ski hills. 

 Inside the home, a singular stone and metal fireplace anchors the great 
room with a 25-foot ceiling and great views to the mountain. The adjacent 
open kitchen area allows even more room for social gatherings. 

 This spacious home possesses several unique features, including double-
glazed windows (that reduce noise, conserve energy and save money), 
reclaimed hardwood floors and a mudroom with laundry room access. 
The sprawling, ground-floor master bedroom is augmented by guest and 
multi-use suites on the second floor, and with a bathroom for every family 
member, this home is just as functional as it is beautiful. 

CUTTING 
EDGE
BY  J IM  FOX  //  PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

Continued on page 102

The Edge model by Stone Custom 
Homes combines rustic and modern 
features, such as stone and metal 
for the great room’s fireplace, 
for a unique look. With incredible 
views to the mountain, and a huge, 
high-end kitchen sporting loads 
of workspace, the open-concept 
living space is an entertainer’s 
dream come true. Macdonald’s 
Countrywide Furniture & Appliances 
provided furniture, and artwork 
throughout the home is from the 
Loft Gallery in Clarksburg.
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 Stone’s model combines clean lines with a unique mix of rustic and 
modern influences, such as minimalist trim and a signature feature wall 
of backlit onyx and stone in the entranceway that sets a bold, yet relaxing 
tone for the home

Aside from “The Edge,” Stone Custom Homes offers several other 
designs in and out of Windrose Valley, and has exclusive local rights to 
Lindal Cedar Homes and Turkel Design homes.

Gordon Stone M.Arch, illustrates how his modern designs marry 
traditional chalet influences with contemporary trends that allow for 
lots of open space inside and plenty of natural light from the outside. 
“Windrose Valley offers a fantastic array of possibilities for both structure 
and design style,” he says. “The proximity to ski, golf, equestrian and town 
facilities brings a unique flavour to the neighbourhood, and the large lot 
sizes offer limitless view potential, giving us the opportunity to design 
homes tailored to the unique desires of each buyer.”

For people who aren’t keen on going through the process of custom 
building, Stone can put together packages of various models. “Customers 
can adjust and change the design while maintaining the basic structure 
and price,” Stone explains. “It’s a hybrid offering to custom build, and 
unique to our company – the entire process takes 10 to 12 months.”

Holly Stone, who handles realty and marketing for the business, adds 
that “the format allows homeowners to be as involved or uninvolved as 
they like. It also gives them plenty of ideas for finishes and provides a 
strong price structure and construction timeline.”  OH

A feature wall of backlit onyx 
and stone is one of the many 
eye-catching features that 
makes this design stand out. 
Another is vertical awnings 
that run both horizontally and 
vertically throughout the home, 
and also frame the bed in the 
main-floor master suite. The 
stairs were supplied by Barrie 
Trim & Mouldings.

17 George St, Caledon  519-927-1789
Hwy 6 & 10, Owen Sound  519-376-4434

www.ccharm.com

Bedrooms  Buffets & Hutches  Chairs & Rockers  Tables  Home Office

Furniture to match your look and needs. 
Let us design and build for your home.

A little temptation ...
 from those who spend their lives trying to avoid it.
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ourhomes MARKETPLACE To order a listing in MARKETPLACE, contact Simone at 705.888.1959, simone@ourhomesmagazine.com 
or Suzanne at 519.538.4528, suzanne@ourhomesmagazine.com

Sweet &
 Savoury

108 Main St, Heathcote

Grey Rd 13 (S of Clarksburg)

519.599.6573

Handcrafted Pies!
Fresh Baked or Bake at Home

www.mollymaid.ca

from the Professionals
you can Trust!

Dependable
Cleaning

Contact us today for a free, no-obligation, in-home estimate:

georgianbay@mollymaid.ca

(705) 422-0114
866-629-5396TOLL

FREE

BLUE MOUNTAIN
VACUUM CENTRE
Your One Stop Vac Shop

• SALES
• SERVICE
• REPAIR
• INSTALLATIONS 
705.444.1022
176 Hurontario Street, Collingwood
www.bluemountainvacuum.com

Custom Work
Supplies & Equipment
Classes & Workshops
Studio Time Available

38 Beech Street, Collingwood • tereseconnolly@rogers.com
www.suitefixings.com • (705) 444-9836

Picture Yourself...

“Living the Georgian Bay Life in Style”

Interior Designer 
& Home Stager

705-444-0839
www.designs-by-andrea.ca

Designs by 
Andrea

L. PATTEN & SONS LTD. CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS 
contact Jerry Patten 705.444.6186

info@lpattenandsons.ca • www.lpattenandsons.ca

560 First St. Collingwood
(beside M&M Meats) 

705 444 1469

1344 Mosley St. Wasaga Beach
(in the Regency Plaza) 

705 429 3223

Blinds • Shutters • Drapery

WINTER SALE 
UP TO 50% OFF

shadesandshutters.on.ca

“Three generations, 
plowing snow 

since 1977”

35 YEARS 
IN THE BUSINESS

PALLISTER 

SNOW REMOVAL

519-539-9777

•	Ongoing	consultation

•	On-site	maintenance	&	support

•	Remote	monitoring	&	support

•	Database	management		
	 &	integrity

•	Web	hosting

•	Web	design

•	Website	maintenance

•	Spam	filtering	services

•	Unmatched	anti-virus	protection

•	Web	site,	search	engine	
	 optimization

•	eCommerce	solutions

•	Mac	&	PC	support

•	Mac	&	PC	training

•	Cloud	Computing

•	Virtual	server	solutions

•	Power	line	networks

•	 iPhone	&	Blackberry	support

•	Continuous	Back-up		
	 &	restoration	services

•	 Information	technology		
	 analysis,	strategy	&	design

•	Server	management

•	Network	design,	continuous		
	 maintenance	&	support

Discover the power that 
peace of mind can bring!

30	Lockhart	Rd,	Collingwood
705-888-0530	•	info@canhelpit.ca
www.canhelpit.ca

CanHelpIT	is	an	IT	support	business	owned		
by	Mats	Lindberg	serving	the	Georgian	Bay	
area,	providing	the	following	services:	

Dedicated to Excellence in 
Service and Performance

Serving the
Georgian Triangle

Sun Protection Films
s u n s c r e e n f o r y o u r w i n d o w s

555 1st St. E. Owen Sound, ON N4K 6C4
T: 519.376.7610 C: 519.373.7911

Protect your fine furnishings from 
the sun with 99% UV rejection.

"Have a safe and sunny day”

519.599.5063
Friendly Service

clarksburgcab.com
Jayne Randall

owner
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ABACUS FURNITURE DESIGN OF ETOBICOKE

Searching for custom 
solid wood furniture that 
is built in Canada? Look 
no further than Abacus 
Fu r n i tu re  D es i g n  of 
Etobicoke.

Since 1973 Abacus 
Furniture Design has 
been proudly producing 
quality,  hand crafted 
furniture for home, office, 
condo, cottage or chalet. Built to last and working in hand picked 
woods such as cherry, walnut, birdseye and curly maple, our team of 
talented designers and cabinetmakers can turn your design dreams 
into reality. We invite you to come in and see for yourself.  

Abacus also provides a large selection of soft seating by Rowe 
Furniture and Canadian made Legacy Leather. Visit our website to 
view a large selection of authentic shed antler chandeliers. Abacus 
offers local and worldwide shipping.

Bring in your floor plans or a picture of something you would 
like made. Building one piece at a time, we will create practical and 
quality furniture to last a life time. 
Come see us at our beautiful showroom at 915 Oxford Street, 
Etobicoke, 416.251.7251 Mon-Wed 10-6, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-5, 
Sun 11-5. www.abacusfurniture.com  
(Please see ad on page 119)

SIMPLE FUNCTIONALITY TO WHOLE HOME AUTOMATION 
...RED BRICK GROUP INC.

Imagine coming home and pressing 
a single button to disarm the security 
system and create a pathway of lights into 
your home. Instead of an unsightly bank 
of light switches on your wall there is a 
simple, attractive keypad that allows you 
to switch lights that are logically grouped 
together, open/close window coverings, 
manage music throughout your home, and 
perhaps best of all, turn off all the lights 
and lower your shades when you press the 
‘goodnight’ button.

Access your home and manage your 
systems with your iPod or iPad, or remotely 
through the Internet. Controls for lighting, 
shades and drapery, whole home music, 
distributed video, and home theatres can 
all be integrated or stand alone. Your home 
system control need no longer be complicated and require regular 
service calls, Red Brick Group’s userfriendly systems keep you 
easily in control.

Whether you are building or renovating, call Red Brick Group 
for the Property Solution for you and your home. The friendly and 
professional team at Red Brick looks forward to meeting with you to 
discuss your specific needs and to providing the personal attention 
you desire with a convenient, functional and easy to use system. 
For design, installation, integration and attention, contact Red Brick 
Group Inc, based in Thornbury since 2005.
519.599.2969 redbrickgroup.ca
(Please see ad on page 71)

DI PIETRA DESIGN
When renovating or building new, your best return on investment 

is always the Kitchen, and no Kitchen is complete without a 
Countertop.

When it comes to Stone Countertops, Di Pietra Design is your #1 
source for top quality and service.

Di Pietra Design is a family owned and operated business with 
over 27 years of rich history in the building industry.

The difference between an ordinary countertop and a Di Pietra 
Design countertop is simple “Pride, Craftsmanship & Great Service” 

–  this  sets us 
apart from the 
rest.

W e  a r e 
committed to 
giving each and 
every customer 
the highest level 
of professional 
s e r v i c e  a n d 

quality by meeting customer deadlines and setting industry 
standards in craftsmanship. Our state-of-the-art facility with CNC 
machinery allows us to create any shape at a fraction of the cost.

Our knowledgeable and courteous staff of certified Designers 
and Craftsmen are always available to help you and your project 
needs become reality.

We have Simcoe County’s largest selection of unique and exotic 
granites, marbles, onyx and quartz from around the globe, with the 
latest styles in surface finishes that are purely tactile.

Come let us create your Dream Kitchen and/or Bath today with 
PASSION, PRIDE & PROFESSIONALISM! 
Showroom & Facility: 672 Welham Rd., Barrie  
705.727.0096, 1.855.727.0096 www.dipietradesign.com  
(Please see ad on page 62)

GEORGIAN BASEMENT SYSTEMS
Georgian Basement Systems is a Thornbury based company 

that specializes in basement flood prevention. Owners Ray Noel 
and Paul Prevost started 
the company in response 
to a high demand from 
homeowners for effective 
p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t 
basement flooding due to 
sump pump failure.  

Georgian Basement 
Systems utilizes a unique 
product called the “BFG 
Control”. This unit can 
effectively operate three 
sump pumps and two 
alarms. All this equipment can easily fit in a regular sump well 
without any modifications.

With 35 years experience in the construction industry, Ray 
Noel was inspired to develop and patent a better system to meet 
the demands of his customers. This is the only system of its kind in 
North America and is manufactured locally. 

Ray and Paul are dedicated to giving homeowners piece of mind 
from basement flooding.
1.855.540.1010 www.basementfloodguardian.com (Please see ad on page 129)

PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.
CUSTOM HOMES & CHALETS

705-444-6000

Why OUR HOMES magazine? 
Our advertisers receive more!

FA L L / H O L I D AY  2 0 1 1

www.ourhomesmagazine.com
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plus
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BARNRECONSTRUCTED
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plus
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BURGERS WITH A TWIST

LIGHT UP YOUR OUTSIDE

NEED FURNITURE?
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3     summer
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plus

SNOWBRIDGE FORTRESS

BOLDTHORNBURYRENO  

9 FRESHSTYLE PICKS
MAKE YOUR OWN GRANOLA

JUST ADD COLOUR 
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plus
KITCHEN & BATH

makeovers pg 82

pg 68  MORE TALENTED TRADES
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            pg 130
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“Congratulations on yet another fabulous issue of OUR HOMES! 
The homes were wonderful and I have a special thank you for the ad 
position! I have already had response with people contacting me  
wanting work!”  — Lisa Stuart, Owner, On The Hill Concierge Not just advertising. Marketing.

                Harness our superior SEO and allow your customers to find you on Google!
Our website receives 3500 unique visitors every month.
Y All ads come with a FREE listing in both our online and print directory
Y Ask us how we can tell the story of your business for FREE on our website
Y We promote your listings to our followers on Facebook and Twitter
Y Ask us how we can do EVEN more to help you speak to your target market  
 (we have lots of tools and can fill you in when we meet)

plus

Direct mail to “weekenders” at their homes in Toronto and the Greater Toronto Area 
Direct mail to a targeted demographic of local homeowners in Southern Georgian Bay 
Circulation throughout all the private ski and golf clubs 
Circulation throughout the Village at Blue Mountain 
Circulation throughout select retailers

Y Direct mail to “weekenders” at their homes in Toronto and the Greater Toronto 
Area Y Direct mail to a targeted demographic of local homeowners in Southern 

Georgian Bay Y Circulation throughout all the private ski and golf clubs Y Circulation 
throughout the Village at Blue Mountain Y Circulation throughout select retailers

Continued on page 108
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2nd Ave. E., Owen Sound • 519-376-0605 • www.visitcooks.ca
The professionals at Cooks will help you make the right choice!

Valor continues to set new standards in gas fireplace 
efficiency, comfort control and fashionable design. The 
result, quality made, energy efficient gas fireplaces that 
house an impressive collection of uniquely styled trims 
and accessories. 

Warming homes since 1890,,

valorfireplaces.com

A MISCELLANY OF THE NEW,  
NEAT, UNIQUE, AND FABULOUS IN 

SOUTHERN GEORGIAN BAY

OUR HOMES SPECIAL ADVERTISING FEATURE 

>> SOURCE IT

PROTECT THE LIFESTYLE YOU LOVE
Property owners that have acreage, barns or other detached 

buildings on their property, those that own a tractor, or have any 
animals on their property 
such as horses, should 
do a thorough check of 
their current insurance 
policy to ensure they are 
adequately covered.

If acreage is used by a 
farmer, if any of the land 
or buildings are rented 
out, or if animals are 
kept or boarded on the 
property, you may not have proper protection.

Customized coverage is available for estate properties, that 
include structures which may be considered farm buildings. You 
may need farm liability, even if you don’t own any livestock or farm 
your own land.  

Farm liability will provide automatic coverage for bodily injury 
and property damage to others, arising from the ownership of the 
land, buildings, machinery or livestock.  

Insurance packages are available to suit your specific needs, and 
in many cases provide broader coverage at a lower cost. 

It may be worth a discussion with Debbie Green or Sandra Snow 
at Noble Insurance, who are local insurance brokers, with years of 
experience in arranging insurance on rural properties.
Visit our website at: www.nobleins.on.ca (Please see ad on page 21)

PORTER SKELTON & ASSOCIATES LTD.
DESIGN*BUILD*RENOVATE*RESTORE

Porter Skelton and Associates Ltd. is celebrating 25 years of 
creating sensational living spaces. Established in 1987 by Andrew 
Porter and Chris Skelton, the company has been built on a solid 
foundation of strong relationships, satisfied clients and successful 
designs that have delivered long term value to clients. The team 
expanded further in 2006 when long time employee Colin Grant 
joined as a partner.  

Porter Skelton’s comprehensive project management service 

ensures that the design/build process is a positive experience, from 
initial consultation through the design and construction phases 
of residential and commercial projects. Home or business, new 
build, renovation or restoration, they balance creative vision and 
budgetary realities to bring blueprints to life.

Through strong leadership, clear communication and an 
attentive on-site presence, clients are guided through the design/
build process, from inspiration to completion. Projects are cost-
effective, on time and on budget. 90% of Porter Skelton business 
comes through referral — clients are their best sales people!

Whether building a new home, renovating your existing one, or 
restoring your turn of the century farmhouse, 25 years of success 
can create a solution customized to your needs and budget.
www.porterskelton.com (Please see ad on page 61)

ROBINSON’S PAINT AND WALLPAPER
Since 1963, Robinson’s has been helping people create the 

perfect look for their homes, says Jennifer Robinson. Jennifer 
represents the second generation of this “colourful” family. 

Over the years, the store, in the heart 
of Collingwood, has grown in size and 
expertise to better serve today’s style-
savvy homeowners. 

“A lot has changed since 1963 in 
terms of product choice, quality and 
performance,” says Jennifer. “And that 
enables us to provide better answers to 
the questions that people ask. Can we mix 
paint that matches exactly the colours in a 
piece of silk? Is there a product I can apply 
to prevent mildew developing on an outside 
deck? Could we recommend a local interior 
designer for a whole-house make-over? 

Our answers to these, and most other questions, would be ‘yes,’ 
every time.“ 

“With so many years of experience in the Georgian Bay Triangle, 
and with seven dedicated experts on staff, Robinson’s has the 
answers. We’ll be using this space in OUR HOMES to bring you news 
on trends, products and services of interest, to local homeowners. 
Watch this space!”
129 Hurontario Street, Collingwood 705.445.0601 
www.robinsonspaint.ca. Ample parking behind the store.   
Hours of opening: Monday – Thursday 7:30a-5:30p;  
Friday 7:30a-8:00p; Saturday 8:00a-5:30p;  
Sunday 10:00a-4:00p (Please see ad on page 12)

THE SILVER VINE
A significant expression of Argentine culture, the tango is 

smooth, sexy and romantic. More and more, Argentina is also 
receiving international praise for their wines, 
particularly their reds. Their love for both has 
inspired our wine ‘Tango’. Tango is a unique 
blend of Tempranillo and Malbec combined in 
a style that is truly Argentine. Rich flavours 
of ripened cherries and dried prunes carry 
throughout. The dark notes present a hint of 
chocolate or coffee, complemented by the use 
of both French and American oak. Aromas of 
eucalyptus, violets, black cherry and black 
currants entice the nose while the sweet ripe 
apple finish will have you wanting more. A part 
of our 2012 Restricted Quantities Collection, 
Tango is not available at any retail outlet. 
Each production run of 30 750ml bottles takes 
approximately 6 weeks and is created by you, 
for you. This allows the ability to tailor each 
individual production to your own specific 
tastes. Try your Tango with vegetable lasagna, 
tomato soup or Irish stew.

175 Marsh Street, Clarksburg 519.599.7335 
www.thesilvervine.com  
(Please see ad on page 129)

PORTER SKELTON
& A S S O C I A T E S L T D25th

ANNIVERSARY
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IIf imitation is the sincerest form of flattery, Lorraine and 
Bill Strain have given the village of Creemore a wonderful 
compliment. The couple’s new 2,500 sq. ft. home went up 
on the village’s main street last summer, yet it blends in so 
well with the century homes that many locals thought they 
had simply renovated the house that formerly sat on the lot.

BY  LAUREL  FORT IN
PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  SANDY  MACKAY

STYLED  BY  LEJLA  EDEN

BUILDING character

With its traditional 
Victorian-looking exterior, 
this Creemore home looks 
as if it’s been a part of the 
village forever, but in fact, 
is less than a year old.

Continued on page 113
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Bill and Lorraine did the initial design themselves, then had Jasper 
Design refine it and prepare the construction drawings. For the build, 
they secured Doug Abbott at Creemore-based Village Builders Inc. 
Abbott helped source brick that was most reminiscent of the other homes 
in the area. “It was fun to build an old Ontario-style house and put modern 
conveniences in it. It has old-style trim work and antique floors inside, yet 
it’s a very modern house in terms of its insulation value and the technical 
aspects,” says Abbott.

The Strains had lived 12 years on an acreage on the hill overlooking 
Creemore, but decided in retirement that they wanted the convenience of 
town living. They found the large block-wide property in 2009 and noted 
that its tall cedar hedge and significant elevation change from side to side 
offered interesting possibilities as well as privacy. The couple, both retired 
accountants, considered updating the existing home but found that the 
structure wasn’t sound and so opted to remove it and build new. 

Part of what pulled them to live in Creemore was the town’s 
appreciation for heritage and quality. “We committed to the community 
and we wanted to build a place that fit in,” says Lorraine. “We didn’t want 
a modern structure, because it is a very pretty street with all the old homes 
so we wanted very much to build something in kind.” 

A dark island paired with light taupe 
cabinetry by Riverside Custom 
Cabinets helps separate the kitchen, 
and offers a focal point in the large, 
open living space. OPPOSITE, 
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: (1) 
Collingwood drywall expert Marcel 
Rutte incorporated a stunning barrel 
ceiling above a sunny sitting area off 
the kitchen. (2) Builder Doug Abbott 
and designer Lejla Eden chat in the 
front entranceway. (3) The home’s 
front entranceway is elegant and 
simple with lots of space to store 
boots and coats. (4) The kitchen 
hutch is one of the Strains’ home-
crafted creations with stained glass 
doors by Creemore’s Maggie Sears.

Continued on page 115

112  o u r h o m e s   s k i  s e a s o n   2 0 1 2 o u r h o m e s   s k i  s e a s o n   2 0 1 2  113

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



They longed to keep the beautiful old ash tree out front and to 
accomplish a traditional Victorian look, yet they wanted a bungalow-
style interior with all their main living spaces on the ground floor. With 
these constraints, Bill set about thoughtfully designing the home. While 
Jasper Design prepared the final drawings, Vogel Landscaping Design & 
Consulting Group Ltd. prepared the landscape design and later managed 
its implementation by Hackstone Stone Craftsmen.

One of the benefits of designing your own home is that you can account 
for your furniture and leave plenty of space for your hobbies. The Strains 
did just that. Their basement is a dedicated woodworking shop where both 
Lorraine and Bill will spend winters collaborating over fine furniture and 
wood accessories. The shop was specially built to be isolated from the rest of 
the house. “It had to have its own heating system,” says Abbott. “It couldn’t be 
part of the house system so that there would be no dust transferred from the 
shop to the other parts of the house.” The main house is forced air gas, but they 
used in-floor heating in the basement (Nottawasaga Mechanical). They 
also made the room fireproof. The walls are fire rated, doors are fireproof and 
it has its own electrical supply (Lorne Bunn Electric).

OPPOSITE: Traditional and contemporary 
styles are combined to achieve a warm, elegant 
and clean look. TOP LEFT: The Strains enjoy 
watching the snow fall while playing a game of 
chess in the living room. MIDDLE LEFT: A sofa 
table topped with baked goodies helps make 
the transition from the dining room to the living 
room. BOTTOM: Bill and Lorraine reminisce 
with Village Builder’s designer Lejla Eden, who 
worked on the project from start to finish.

Continued on page 116
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Over the years, in their previous workshop, the couple built themselves 
a bedroom set, grandfather clock, dining room hutch and numerous side 
tables among other projects. Bill was able to keep those dimensions in 
mind when laying out the bedroom, living room and office. Once they 
had their new house plans, they spent the winter of 2010 designing 
and building bathroom vanities for their master en suite and main floor 
powder room. 

“We find it takes two to think things out and hold and glue,” says 
Lorraine. “Two heads are better than one.” Their joint efforts are gorgeous. 
The powder room vanity has a modern feel – its four legs were part of one 
large round that Bill turned on the lathe and cut into quarters. A mirror 

featuring a tree motif, made of brushed steel by an artisan in Elora, was 
the inspiration for the room. Tiles were picked out at Dean’s Carpet One 
Floor & Home in Duntroon.

Sourcing wood from local suppliers like Hamilton Bros. Farm & 
Building Supplies, the Strains have occasionally collaborated with 
other artisans, such as Creemore stained glass maker Maggie Sears for 
the doors of their kitchen hutch.

The width of their handmade home office furniture dictated the space they 
would need between the upper bedroom windows, which were mirrored on 
the other side of the house and duplicated on the lower floor. A filing cabinet 
set in the hall has its own custom-sized alcove. 

FAR LEFT: Soft, 
neutral colours and 
lots of natural light 
make the living room 
a calm, relaxing space 
to enjoy year-round. 
LEFT: The master en 
suite features double 
sinks, a large glassed-
in shower and leads to 
a full dressing room. 
BELOW: The main-floor 
master is a dreamy 
space filled with 
sunshine, and gorgeous 
linens and accessories 
from Victorian Values 
in Creemore.

Continued on page 118
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Their love of wood brought them to Danny Farrow of Nostalgic 
Wood Inc. to source flooring. He found just enough gorgeous, reclaimed 
wide-planked cherry to install as flooring throughout the main level and 
had enough left over to build the upper staircase. The rich tones of the 
aged cherry help the home look like it has stood for decades. 	

Abbott and the Strains praise mason Chuck Kenney for the historic-
style brickwork. “I thought a brick was a brick was a brick,” says Lorraine. 
“But you can look at bricks in so many sizes and colours. We wanted one 
that worked on our bay window, where like with old houses, the bricks can 
come in a 45-degree angle so that there is no mortar line on the corner. It’s 
one of those details that you don’t think about until you start buying brick.”

In the kitchen, Lorraine knew that she wanted to work with childhood 
friend and cabinetmaker Rob Perry of Riverside Custom Cabinets Ltd. 
Light taupe cabinetry maximizes the space. Features such as a walk-in 
pantry and slide-out corner cabinets make the kitchen very functional. 
The island’s cook top has a pop-up downdraft vent that stows away when 
not in use so that a hanging range hood doesn’t have to impede on the 
home’s open concept. Appliances are from Macdonald’s Countrywide 
Furniture & Appliances in Meaford and all countertops are from City 
Stone in Thornbury.

LEFT & BELOW: Bill and 
Lorraine collaborate on 
a woodworking project 
together in their lower-level 
workshop. The shop boasts  
its own heating system, as 
well as an industrial vacuum 
and an assortment of saws 
and tools. BOTTOM: The 
couple crafted the unique 
vanity in the main-floor 
powder room. 

Continued on page 120

NORTHERN ROOTS
L A N D S C A P I N G

A Natural Wonder

Phone: 705 446-8180
Email: paul@northernrootslandscaping.com

www.northernrootslandscaping.com

Paul Storey
Certified Horticulturist
20 years experience  

designing, creating 
and maintaining 
quality landscapes
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Before building their home, the Strains visited Village Builders’ office 
where Collingwood drywall expert Marcel Rutte displayed beautiful 
samples of various styles of his work. The Strains spotted a stunning 
barrel ceiling and asked to have Rutte incorporate one into their home. 
The barrel ceiling now tops a sunny sitting area off the kitchen.

Finishing touches in the home were handled by Village Builder’s 
in-house interior designer Lejla Eden. “Because the whole house is so 
open, we used Benjamin Moore’s Smokey Taupe colour throughout,” says 
Lorraine. “Lejla suggested the walls and ceiling be done in the same tone, 
but cut in half. Instead of using white, which would have been too much, 
this colour is wonderful and warm.”

Village Builders is one of the only firms in the area to have a full-time 
interior designer on staff. “Most construction companies offer good 
building skills, but when it comes down to the final interior product, 
there’s a bit of a disconnect between the expectations of the client and 

ABOVE: The upstairs landing 
offers a quiet place to enjoy a 
good book, welcoming natural 
light through a stunning 
cathedral window. RIGHT: An 
antique record player adds to 
the character of the home.

Continued on page 122

The

In 1912 a factory was established where, in addition to 
flooring, windows and doors, they actually manufactured 
furniture as well.

This family owned company goes back six generations. 
Today fourteen family members work there, so when you 
walk into Knights today, chances are you’ll be chatting 
with a Knight whose only interest is to ensure you have a 
great experience while shopping.

 If you can’t find something you want, let them know 
and chances are they can get it for you. v

The heart of Knights Building Centre lies in its flooring 
roots established in the mid 1800’s. 

You would never know it by looking at the new modern 
facility on Highway 26 in Meaford, that it all began in a 
sawmill processing trees on the Big Head River.

KnightsHalfJuly2011-PRINT.indd   1 05/07/11   11:55 AM
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the expectations of the builder,” says Abbott. “We’ve stepped that up a 
notch. When all the finishings are going on at the end of a build, Lejla 
takes over. She makes sure that the clients get exactly what they want and 
the finishes are of a high quality.” Eden also helped source several décor 
accents for the home, such as towels, bedding, throws and cushions, from 
Creemore shop Victorian Values.

On the exterior, the Strains brought in Hackstone Stone Craftsmen 
to complete the landscaping. Over 200 tonnes of local rock and flagstone 
were brought in to construct a formal entrance on the main street as well 
as an inviting, yet private backyard space. A mix of new hardscapes and 
softscapes blend with the existing ash tree and hedge on the property. A 
majestic, graceful stone staircase inset with a patio and several landings 
helps transition from the back deck of the home to the lower yard. 
Hanging exterior lanterns were found at the Glass Lighting Gallery.

Combining the Strains’ immaculate taste with the skills brought by 
Village Builders and respective trades, Creemore’s newest stately home 
holds its own among the oldest.  OH

SOURCE GUIDE

Armour Roofing Co., B&R Hearth and Geothermal, Cedarport 

Window & Door Centre Inc., Chuck Kenney, City Stone, Dean’s 

Carpet One Floor & Home, Glass Lighting Gallery, Gorilla 

Gutters, Hackstone Stone Craftsmen, Hamilton Bros. Farm 

& Building Supplies, Jasper Design, Lorne Bunn Electric, 

Macdonald’s Countrywide Furniture & Appliances, Madill 

Plumbing, Maggie Sears, Marcel Rutte Dry Wall Inc., Merv 

Allen, Nostalgic Wood Inc., Nottawasaga Mechanical, Riverside 

Custom Cabinets Ltd., Stayner Tim-Br Mart, Victorian Values, 

Village Builders Inc., Vogel Landscape Design & Consulting 

Group Ltd., W.D. Dimitroff Central Vacuum Specialists

A charming guest room  
on the upper level provides 
friends and family with 
a quiet and comfortable 
place to stay when visiting.

519.599.1003
gardenholistics.com

educated healthy garden choices

Book now for Spring Consult! 

Nurturing the landscape
Caring for your lawn and gardens from the soil up.

NEW!

EASY SCENT™  VOITURE,
QUITE SIMPLY TRANSPORTABLE PLEASURE ! 

A PERFECT CAR JOURNEY !

Already fitted with a fragrance 
cartridge, this elegant metallic 

grey diffuser is ready to be used. 
Noiseless, it plugs into 

the cigarette lighter 
or a 12 volt socket.

FRAGRANCE FOR YOUR CAR
WITH FULL BENEFITS OF ESSENTIAL OILS.

Retailer’s logo & information
 13 Louisa Street East, Thornbur y 519.599.6461 
Mon, Tues. by Appointment   |   Wed. 1-5:30pm
Thursday-Saturday 10-5:30   |   Sunday 12-4pm
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Continued on page 126

OUR HOMES attracts the area’s finest businesses to advertise in our pages. Since our first issue, more than 400 companies have 
utilized our unparalleled distribution and coffee-table appeal to market their products and services. Now we’re making it easier than 
ever for you, our readers, to become educated as you plan your home- and real estate-related purchasing decisions. The listings below 
are organized alphabetically by industry.

ALTERNATIVE ENERGY
GRAVITY SUN POWER Page 125
SUN PROTECTION FILM Page 104

ANTIQUES
PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 103
THE LITTLE FURNITURE SHOPPE Page 20

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
JASPER DESIGN Page 35

ART/ARTISANS/ART GALLERIES, 
STUDIOS & WORKSHOPS
SUITE FIXINGS Page 104

AUDIO VIDEO/HOME AUTOMATION
GEORGIAN AUDIO VIDEO Page 43
HOME BUTTONS Page 104
HURONIA ALARMS Page 77
RED BRICK GROUP Page 71

AUTOMOTIVE SALES/SERVICE
MIKE JACKSON GM Page 37, 39

BUILDERS
BAYLYN CONSTRUCTION Page 81
BLAKE FARROW PROJECT  
	 MANAGEMENT Page 119
BOB ARMSTRONG CONSTRUCTION Page 63
CARTER ALLEN Page 23
CREEK VALLEY INC. Page 37
KINGPOST BUILDERS Page 79
L. PATTEN & SONS LTD. Page 104
LEGENDARY LOGCRAFTERS Page 75
MOUNTAIN MODERN HOMES Page 33
PARAGON CARPENTRY Page 93
PATRICK B. COULTER & ASSOCIATES INC.  
	 Page 107
PORTER SKELTON & ASSOCIATES Page 61
SCOTBUILD Page 131
VALLEYVIEW CONSTRUCTION Page 41
VILLAGE BUILDERS Page 103, 109

BUILDING/LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 121
RONA Page 26

CABINETS & MILLWORK/ 
WOODWORKING
EXQUISITE WOOD DESIGNS Page 46

RIVERCRAFTSMEN CO. Page 34
THE OLD FORGE Page 61

CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS
MY FRIEND’S HOUSE Page 89

CLEANING
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 125
MOLLY MAID Page 104
THE CARETAKERS HOUSEKEEPING  
	 SERVICES Page 83, 99
THE CLEANING BEES Page 105

COMPUTER/IT SUPPORT
CANHELPIT Page 105

CONCIERGE & EVENT PLANNING
HAPPENINGS PARTY RENTALS Page 73
ON THE HILL CONCIERGE Page 23

COUNTERTOPS/ 
GRANITE & STONE
DI PIETRA DESIGN Page 62
RIVERCRAFTSMEN CO. Page 34

DESIGNERS & HOME STAGING
ABBOTT DESIGN LTD. Page 71
BRAMWELL.SHARP DESIGN Page 20
CHERCHÉ HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 81
DARLENE JANEIRO DESIGN GROUP INC.  
	 Page 125
DESIGNS BY ANDREA Page 105
FAD FARROW ARCARO DESIGN Page 127
STAPLES DESIGN GROUP Page 99

ELECTRICAL
BEAR ELECTRIC Page 104
CLEARLITE ELECTRICAL,  
	 EXCAVATING & HAULAGE Page 81
NEPSCO Page 119

FABRIC/BEDDING/UPHOLSTERY
GEORGIAN CUSTOM DECOR Page 83

FINANCIAL/INSURANCE/MORTGAGE
NOBLE INSURANCE Page 21

FIREPLACES & STOVES
CHANTICO FIREPLACE GALLERY Page 27
URBAN HEARTH/JOTUL Page 89

FLOORING, STAIRS & TRIM
BARRIE TRIM Page 59
DEAN’S RUGLAND Page 47
FLOORCRAFTERS FINISHING TOUCH  
	 CENTRE Page 75
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 62
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 121
MEAFORD CARPETS & INTERIORS Page 109
PR ANTIQUE PRODUCTS Page 103
QUANBURY FLOORING CENTRE Page 24
RONA Page 26

FLORIST 
PAPERWHITE Page 71

FOOD/DRINK/CATERING
ASHANTI COFFEE ESTATE Page 28
BLACKBIRD PIE COMPANY Page 105
THE SILVER VINE Page 129

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES
FOLEY’S FURNITURE Page 47 
LEON’S Page 63 
MACDONALD’S COUNTRYWIDE  
	 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 93 

GEOTHERMAL
NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION 
	 Page 127
NOTTAWASAGA MECHANICAL Page 123 

HEATING & COOLING
COOK’S PLUMBING AND HEATING Page 109 
NORTHERN HEATING & VENTILATION 
	 Page 127
NOTTAWASAGA MECHANICAL Page 123 

HOME DÉCOR & FURNITURE
ABACUS FURNITURE Page 119
CHERCHÉ HOUSE OF DESIGN Page 81
CLERKSON’S Page 77
CORINTHIAN KITCHEN & BATH STUDIO 
	 Page 79
COUNTRY CHARM Page 103
DJ’S FURNITURE Page 73
FAD FARROW ARCARO DESIGN Page 127
FOLEY’S FURNITURE Page 47
GARDENS NEST Page 129
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 62
LEON’S Page 63
LEUK BIJ HERMAS INTERIORS Page 75

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-445-5065.

On schedule...At your convenience

Inside, outside, &
from the ground up...

Full Service...we are your Complete  
Property Services Company!

705.444.5712
www.ainger-gna.com www.darlenejaneiro.com

design@darlenejaneiro.com

arlene JaneiroD
design group inc.

Design, with you in mind

905.339.8118
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save 
25%

INTERIOR SPACE PLANNING

BATH AND KITCHEN DESIGN

CUSTOM FURNITURE & LIGHTING

A.R. I .D.O ACCREDITED INTERIOR DESIGN

51 Hurontar io Street,  Col l ingwood,  705 444 8330

on                            
during the month of February.

CUSTOM DESIGNED – 123 feet of 
waterfront on just over half an acre, 3,840 
sq.ft of living space, custom design & 
contemporary concept perfect home for 
entertaining. With breathtaking views of 
Georgian Bay, this 4 bdrm, 4 bthrm house is 
sure to please your every need. Conveniently 
& centrally located, this home is a true work 
of art. A MUST see. 
MLS® 20116303 ~ $1,475,000

705.444.7653
T/F 1.800.265.3949

info@lushrealty.com

www.LushRealty.com

WATERFRONT CONDO – A contemporary 
masterpiece, an exceptional home, a unique 
residence of architectural distinction, that 
is craftsman built, finished to immaculate 
standards of decoration and design including 
infinity pool, tennis courts, amazing views. 
Call office for more information.
MLS® 20114992 ~ $4,950,000

ESTABLISHED
KNOWLEDGEABLE

PROFESSIONAL
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LIGHTING
GEORGIAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 62
LOST NATION DESIGN Page 34
VAN ALLAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 61

MASONRY & STONEWORK
HACKSTONE STONE CRAFTSMEN Page 75
STEVE’S MASONRY Page 41

MOVING & STORAGE
JOHN THOMPSON MOVERS Page 104

NEW HOME COMMUNITIES
ADMIRAL COLLINGWOOD PLACE Page 132
FAR HILLS, THORNBURY Page 6 
LORA BAY – REID’S HERITAGE HOMES  
	 Page 14
PEAKS MEADOWS/GEORGIAN GLEN  Page 29
PRETTY RIVER – BRIARWOOD HOMES Page 3
SHERWOOD HOMES – REID’S HERITAGE  
	 HOMES Page 15

OUTDOOR FURNITURE
ABACUS FURNITURE Page 119

PAINTING & DECORATING
HOBBS HOME SOLUTIONS Page 73
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 121
PEAK 2 CREEK COLOUR & DESIGN Page 25
ROBINSON’S PAINT & WALLPAPER Page 12
RONA Page 26

PLANNING & PROJECT 
MANAGEMENT
LOFT PLANNING – KRISTINE A. LOFT Page 71

PLUMBING
COOK’S PLUMBING AND HEATING Page 109 
NEPSCO Page 119

REAL ESTATE
CENTURY 21 OFFORD REALTY  
	 – KEVIN WOOLHAM  Page 2
CHESTNUT PARK  
	 - MAGGI OLSEN /ELLEN JARMAN  Page 25
CHESTNUT PARK - THE MOVIE GALS Page 7
CLAIRWOOD REALTY – EXECUTEAM Page 57
LUSH REALTY Page 127
RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS REALTY LIMITED 	
	 – DOUG GILLIS Page 13
RE/MAX FOUR SEASONS REALTY LIMITED 	
	 – BRAD WILLIAMS Page 5
RE/MAX OF WASAGA BEACH  
	 – MICHELLE SEIP, RICK SEIP Page 35

ROYAL LEPAGE ALL REAL ESTATE 
	 SERVICES Page 66 & 67
ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH  
	 REALTY Page 8 & 9
ROYAL LEPAGE LOCATIONS NORTH  
	 REALTY – MIKE KEARNS &  
	 DOUG BEAUMONT Page 11 

ROOFING
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 125

SECURITY, LOCK & KEY
HURONIA ALARMS Page 77

SNOW REMOVAL
AINGER ENTERPRISES Page 125
PALLISTER SNOW REMOVAL Page 104 

SPAS, HOT TUBS & SAUNAS
SAUNA RAY Page 79 

SPECIAL ASSOCIATIONS
COLLINGWOOD BIA Page 43 

SPECIAL EVENTS
CREEMORE AND THORNBURY HOME  
	 & GARDEN SHOWS Page 121
HOME & COTTAGE EXPO Page 95  

SUN PROTECTION
SUN PROTECTION FILM Page 104 

TRANSPORTATION
CLARKSBURG CAB Page 105 

VACUUMS
BLUE MOUNTAIN VACUUM Page 105 

WINDOW FASHIONS
ASHTON’S BLINDS Page 23
GEORGIAN CUSTOM DÉCOR Page 83
MEAFORD CARPETS & INTERIORS Page 109
SHADES & SHUTTERS Page 105
VAN ALLAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 61

WINDOWS & DOORS
BARRIE TRIM Page 59
CEDARPORT WINDOW & DOOR  
	 CENTRE INC. Page 19
KNIGHTS’ HOME BUILDING CENTRE Page 121
KOLBE GALLERY WINDOWS & DOORS Page 4
RONA Page 26
SUN PROTECTION FILM Page 104
VAN DOLDER’S CUSTOM EXTERIORS Page 10

OUR HOMES is committed to ensuring the businesses above appear under the correct headings. To make a correction, or to have 
your business listed under more than one heading, please email us at publisher@ourhomesmagazine.com. To have your business listed 
in our Home Resource Directory, call us to advertise at 705-445-5065.

LOST NATION DESIGN Page 34
MACDONALD’S COUNTRYWIDE  
	 FURNITURE & APPLIANCES Page 93 
PAMPER & SOOTHE Page 123
PEAK 2 CREEK COLOUR & DESIGN Page 25
PIONEER HANDCRAFT FURNITURE Page 23
RONA Page 26
STAPLES DESIGN GROUP Page 99
THE LITTLE FURNITURE SHOPPE  Page 20
THE OLD FORGE Page 61
THE RUSTY STAR Page 123
THREE HERONS INTERIORS Page 109
VAN ALLAN DESIGN CENTRE Page 61

HOME IMPROVEMENTS/ 
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Serves 6 to 8. Makes one 9-inch deep round quiche

FILLING:

6 slices bacon

1 onion, diced

½ tsp pepper 

¼ tsp salt

2 jarred roasted red peppers, drained, 
patted dry and diced

8 eggs

¾ cup milk

1 cup shredded aged Gouda cheese

BY MARIA DASILVA // PHOTOGRAPHY BY SCOTT HUNTER

When I was younger, quiche was the epitome of culinary elegance. The creamy egg 
filling, the flaky golden pastry and the fancy fillings all seemed to ooze luxury and fancy 
French cooking – perhaps because we only ate it at home when we had special guests over 
or went to fancy restaurants for brunch. Now that I know a bit more, and have learned 
how to cook for myself I still think quiche is a fine symbol of the simplicity and refinement 
of French cooking. It is certainly a crowd-pleaser for brunch or a casual dinner. And it’s so 
versatile: change the cheese, change the vegetables, keep the meat out if you choose, a kind 
of anything-goes dish as long as the egg to milk proportions remain the same. But here’s the 
real kicker, and what I love the most about French cooking in general, it’s dead easy to make. 
Prepare the pastry the night before your special guests are coming to brunch. Complete it 
just before they arrive and voilà, instant elegance for any occasion. 

SOGouda
ROASTED PEPPER, BACON  
AND GOUDA QUICHE

PASTRY
•	 In bowl, whisk together flour and salt. Using two knives or a pastry blender, cut in butter 

until it resembles coarse meal with pea-sized pieces of butter. In small measuring glass, mix 
egg yolk with vinegar, add enough ice-cold water to measure ⅓ cup total. Drizzle over flour 
mixture, tossing with fork and adding up to 2 tsp more water until a rough dough forms. Knead 
dough in bowl until it just comes together. Shape into a ball. Flatten dough into disc and wrap 
in plastic wrap. Refrigerate for 30 minutes or up to 24 hours. 

•	 On floured surface, roll dough into 13-inch circle. Fit into deep 9-inch pie plate and crimp 
edges. Refrigerate for 30 minutes. Prick dough all over with fork. Line with parchment paper 
or foil paper; fill with pie weights or dried beans. Bake on bottom third of 400ºF oven until 
pastry is light golden, 15 to 18 minutes.
FILLING

•	 Meanwhile, in skillet over medium heat, cook bacon, turning once, until crisp, about 8 minutes. 
Transfer to paper towel-lined plate; let cool then chop. Drain all but 1 tbsp fat from skillet. 

•	 In same skillet over medium heat, cook onion (add salt and pepper) until tender and lightly 
golden, about 5 minutes. Stir in red peppers and bacon; set aside.

•	 In bowl, beat eggs with milk until combined. Stir in bacon, pepper and onion mixture and ¾ 
cup of the cheese. Pour filling into pastry and sprinkle with remaining cheese. Bake in bottom 
third of 375ºF oven, covering pastry edge with pieces of foil if getting too brown, until filling 
is set, 35 to 40 minutes. Let cool for 10 minutes before serving.   OH

PASTRY:

1 ½ cups flour

¼ tsp salt

½ cup cold butter, cubed
1 egg yolk

1 tsp vinegar

c o o k i n g  a t  h o m e

* THE INDUSTRY’S MOST AWARD-WINNING WINE *  

* THE GEORGIAN TRIANGLE’S FAVOURITE WINEMAKER * 

* WINNER OF 3 PERSONAL GOLD MEDALS IN 2011 *

RETAIL-QUALITY WINES.

BETTER THAN RETAIL PRICES.

175 Marsh Street, Clarksburg

519-599-7335 
www.thesilvervine.com

Derek’s 
“Great Wine” Guarantee 

You’ll like it, 
or we’ll replace it!  

Great Wine.

GUARANTEED.

THE SILVER VINE.  WINE.  MADE BETTER.

SILVERVINE_F11.indd   1 11-10-25   10:50 AM

Cucina By Fruits and Passion. Now available at Garden’s Nest

137 Hurontario St. Collingwood, Ont. (705) 444 1712

1 855 540 1010
www.basement�loodguardian.com

alists

See you at the National Home Show,  
in Toronto, March 16-25, 2012.
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1. SUSPENDED
A statement piece, like this 360-degree pivoting, 

wood-burning fireplace, is sure to strike up heated 

conversation amongst guests. Suited for both a 

contemporary space and country home.

2. CONTEMPORARY 
No chimney? No problem! Contemporary fireboxes 

are designed to vent directly through a wall or roof 

and are available as natural gas or propane units.

3. TRANSITIONAL
A modern gas fireplace paired with a traditional 

stone surround achieves a stylish look, while 

maintaining a warm and cosy atmosphere.

4. CLASSIC
If you’re seeking heat, there’s nothing quite like a 

traditional wood-burning fireplace or stove that’s hot 

enough to cook on. If you’re up for the extra work, 

real fire is always a charming choice.

5. PERIOD
Original or restored fireplaces, like this Victorian gem, 

give century homes a stunning element of authenticity 

and beauty, and are worthy of special attention.  OH

ON   Fire
CHOOSING A HOT NEW LOOK FOR YOUR HOME THIS WINTER.

1

2

2

4
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4

f i n i s h i n g  t o u c h

As seen in  

this issue of

OUR 
HOMES

Touch, feel, experience
Your home is your castle regardless of the size. And we build it all.  
Come visit to see what we can do for you, regardless of the size  
of the footprint. Visit our show home at 688 Mountain Road.

s c o t b u i l d
CUSTOM HOME BUILDER

705.888.2759 
Scott Young n Thornbury ON n www.scot-build.ca

More affordable than you think!

Visit Us  688 Mountain Road, Collingwood (on the way to Blue Mountain)

www.viceroy.com  705 333 0999

Scotbuild FullPage.indd   1 12-01-25   5:35 PM
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Visit our Presentation Centre at:  290 Hurontario St., Suite 105 or call us at 705-445-8885.

Colliers Macaulay Nicolls (Ontario) Inc. Brokerage. Exclusive Brokerage for Admiral Collingwood Place. Prices and speci�cations subject to change without notice. E.&O.E.

Luxurious Living in the Heart of our Community 

All renderings are artist’s concept only.

NOW PREVIEWING

Enjoy condominium living in delightful Downtown Collingwood at the corner of Hume 
and Hurontario Streets, with access to quaint shops, exquisite dining and spectacular views 
of Blue Mountain and Georgian Bay. Exciting roo�op amenities include: Landscaped Gardens, 
Outdoor Cabanas with BBQ’s, a Lounge and Fitness Room. 

From $259,900 to over $900,000 


