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in the family, 
Carol Port, James 
Malone and 
their three sons 
have a lot of gear. 
Toques, goggles, 
scarves, socks 
and mittens. Not 
to mention coats, 
boots and snow 
pants. But they’ve 
got a way to keep 
track of it all – 
at least while 
they’re at home. 
Continued on page 96

It was this north-facing, immense 
view of the escarpment that initially 
drew the Port-Malone family to their 
hilltop acreage, where Porter Skelton 
& Associates designed and built their 
four-season highland retreat.

o u r h o m e s  s k i  s e a s o n  2 0 1 4  9594  o u r h o m e s  s k i  s e a s o n  2 0 1 4

h o m e  &  b u i l d e r



Members at Devil’s Glen Ski Club, they have a four-season retreat in 
the Duntroon highlands, just minutes from the club. The home’s generous, 
organized mudroom was one of the top priorities for the family when they 
were designing and planning their new post and beam space with custom 
homebuilder, Porter Skelton & Associates Ltd. 

“It’s still my favourite part of the house,” smiles Carol. “We absolutely 
needed a spot big enough for all of us to get out of our snow gear, get it dry 
and be able to find it again the next morning.” With custom, locker-style 
storage created by Kim and Kathy Hall at Pinetiques in Clarksburg, each 
family member has a station with ample hooks, and a seat with a drawer 
underneath to keep track of all their accessories. 

While it may have been the mudroom that clinched the house design 

for Carol, it was the view that drew the family to the highlands in the 
first place. Their north-facing vista from the two-storey high windows 
in the great room extends miles down the escarpment across Georgian 
Bay (windows by Loewen). 

The family has enjoyed this view for eight years, since they joined the ski 
club and bought the hilltop acreage as a chalet base. The original home was a 
modest farmhouse, and they knew they would need to add on to the home to 
accommodate their growing family. So they approached Porter Skelton in 2007.

Carol and James were surprised by designer Chris Skelton’s advice. 
Rather than remodel, Skelton suggested they live in the house and on the 
property for a while, to see how they used the space, and then decide what, 
how and whether to renovate. Continued on page 98

ABOVE: Homeowner Carol is one very organized woman. Her 
favourite space in the home is the mudroom, where custom 
built-in cubbies keep track of all of the family’s outdoor gear. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Whether to sip on a cup of tea, or to strum 
on a guitar, this active family often gathers around the wood-
burning fireplace to catch up on the day’s activities. RIGHT: 
Originally, the property featured a modest farmhouse. After 
living in the space for four ski seasons, the homeowners 
approached Porter Skelton to help design and build a new 
and more suitable home that their family could grow into. 

The Port-Malone home is a post and 
beam beauty, a truly beautiful mix of 
timber, stone and wood, accentuated 
by reclaimed hardwood flooring.  
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So Carol and James and sons did just that. For four ski seasons, 
Christmases, weekends, and summer vacations. The family soon realized 
that their house wasn’t in the greatest condition, and that an extensive 
renovation would be difficult and costly. But they loved the area, so they 
searched for a new chalet. Every property they toured was further from 
the ski hill, or from Toronto, and just not what they wanted. They kept 
returning to their highland view. 

Then Carol and James approached Porter Skelton again, this time with 
a plan to keep their property, but to construct a new home that they could 
grow into for decades. Chris Skelton had the family made a wish list. Says 
Porter, “We ask our clients to think big – to not worry about costs while 
they’re dreaming, and find out what they’re really looking for. We draw 

up a few options, and clients generally like a few features from plan A, 
plan B, and plan C. We amalgamate these features,” he explains, “and then 
refine from there. We do budgeting exercises as we progress through the 
design until we land at something that fits the clients’ vision and budget.”

James and Carol knew they wanted timber, stone and wood 
throughout their home (B.C. Douglas Fir beams from Haven’s Home 
Building Centre in Collingwood and reclaimed hardwood flooring from 
Northland Custom Hardwood Flooring Inc.), but the two elements 
most critical to them had little to do with the size of the bedrooms or the 
flow of the great room. It was all about the two spaces in their home they 
use when coming and going. For Carol, it was the mudroom. For James, 
it was an attached garage. Continued on page 100

TOP RIGHT: An immense 
black iron chandelier, 
custom designed by Pete 
Muller of Pete’s Metal Works 
in Nottawa, hangs above the 
dining room table.
RIGHT: The kitchen window 
offers a glorious view of the 
valley.

The highlights of this 
kitchen are the colourful, 
rustic shaker-like 
cabinets and the textured 
matte leather finish 
countertops that do away 
with any fingerprints or 
streaks. Plus, the room 
offers a wide-open space 
for entertaining.
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“On weekends, we often get in late on a Friday and have to unload our 
boys, the dog and our groceries,” says James. “We wanted an attached 
garage, where it didn’t matter what the conditions were like, we could 
get in out of the snow or cold, right into the house.” 

Porter Skelton answered the wish with a three-bay garage. The family 
uses two bays for their cars, and the third as a foyer to access the garage. 
The garage and mudroom lead to an open-concept kitchen where custom 
cabinetry (Pinetiques) has a refined, rustic shaker look. The subtle 
black granite island and countertops, in a leather finish from Di Pietra 
Design Counter Tops, have a textured matte appearance that disguises 
fingerprints and streaks. 

The dining area and great room feature a pair of massive black iron 
chandeliers (handmade by Pete Muller of Pete’s Metal Works in 
Nottawa), inspired by the fixtures in the Devil’s Glen clubhouse (electrical 
work by Rigney Electric). Rossco Stone Design contributed a massive 
wood-burning fireplace in the great room. 

The main floor master bedroom shares the chimneystack with a propane 
fireplace. Carol and James enjoy a tiled en suite (The Flooring Place Inc.), 
with a soaker tub and walk-in shower (by Baymount Plumbing Ltd.).

Continued on page 102

TOP: The upstairs hallway showcases B.C. Douglas Fir beams and 
reclaimed hardwood flooring, which consists of an engineered 
hardwood base and a reclaimed wood upper. Carol chose Sharkskin by 
Benjamin Moore for the walls. ABOVE LEFT & RIGHT: A funky sliding 
barn door leads to the master en suite, an oasis of sheer comfort, 
featuring a lovely soaker tub and spacious walk-in shower.
RIGHT: The main floor master bedroom shares the same chimneystack 
as a propane fireplace, creating a super cosy and comfortable space. 
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www.joshdolan.comWWW.JOSHDOLAN.COM

LET MY LOCAL KNOWLEDGE HELP YOU DECIDE WHAT’S BEST IN BUYING OR SELLING A PROPERTY

BANKS   - $799,000

To be built. Fabulous Turkel design from the

award winning Dwell Homes Collection. Private

setting on 5 acres with countryside views.

COLLINGWOOD  -  $339,000

Georgian Meadows, 3 bdrm/2.5 bath “Montrose

Model” with bright walkout basement. Situated

on a 40` lot. Great family neighbourhood.

HIDDEN LAKE - $549,000

4 bdrm, 3.5 bath w/outdoor pool, hot tub, sauna,

shower & Bunkie. Beautiful kitchen, Nanny suite

above heated dbl car garage, double lot.

Prestigious enclave of high-end homes. Beautifully

designed & maintained with over 4000 sf finished

space, 5 bedrooms 4.5 baths, double car garage.

EVERGREEN ESTATES - $749,000 CRAIGLEITH    $995,000 

7 bedroom, 3.5 bath Home on a quiet cul de sac

premium location.

BASE OF BLUE  $749,000

True ski-in, ski-out location at Applebowl,

Legacy/Mogul Alley & Terrain Park. 5 bdrm 2.5

bath home, dead end quiet street.

josh@joshdolan.com

2013 Royal LePage Diamond Award Top 3% Sales Nationally
2012 Royal LePage Presidents Gold Award for National Sales

2010 & 2011 Top 6% Residential Real Estate Sales Prudential North America

Josh Dolan
BROKER

DIRECT: 705-446-8404

LOCATIONS NORTH BROKERAGE.
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED
AND OPERATED

330 FIRST ST. COLLINGWOOD
705.445.5520

SIERRA WOODLANDS  - $569,000

ASPEN MODEL town home w/approx. $90k in

upgrades. 4 bdrm 3.5 bath, double car garage.

Near the base of Craigleith and Alpine ski clubs.

BUILDING LOT  - $199,000

COUNTRY ACREAGE - 4.94 acre building lot close

to Banks and Loree. Short distance to all area

amenities.

SECLUDED ESTATE OVERLOOKING GEORGIAN BAY - $2,999,000

5 Acres of Paradise in the Blue

Mountains, offering true privacy

and convenience, just 15 mins to

ski hills. 5 bdrm/3.5 baths.

Main flr master, gourmet kit, fully

fin bsmt. det dbl.garage, det

workshop/office/guesthouse,

award winning lagoon pool, wa-

terfalls and extensive professional

landscaping.

FOUR SEASON COUNTRY PARADISE    $1,295,000

Beautifully designed, centrally lo-

cated 6 bdrm/4.5 bath Timber

Frame Home. Large gourmet kit,

open concept dining rm opening to

the great rm, oversized heated at-

tached garage w/room for four

cars. Fin. bsmt w/theatre rm,

fam. rm, private yard, hot tub.

Close to everything.

CRAIGLEITH    $1,895,000 

GEORGIAN PEAKS  - $364,900

2 bdrm + Loft 1 bath. This is your opportunity to

park the car for the weekend and walk to ski hills

and lodge. Priced at lot value.

TANGLEWOOD    $349,000 

Nicely appointed 4 bdrm 2.5 bath fully finished

Townhouse backing onto green space & the Cran-

berry Golf Course. Just minutes to the ski hills.

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

Arguably some of the nicest

views and Real Estate in the

Area. 37.5 Acres minutes to

Collingwood, Osler Bluff Ski

Club, Devil`s Glen, Highlands

Nordic. This spectacular property

features 6600 sf` finished space,

5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, gourmet

kitchen. Outdoor salt water pool

w/cabana, pond & barn. 
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Carol’s impeccable style selected Sharkskin by Benjamin Moore for 
the walls throughout the home, with a shock of red here and there. All 
hardware and fixtures are black, in contrast to the stone and timbers, 
from switch plates and door hinges to stair railings (sourced at Georgian 
Stair Company Inc.). 

Says Porter, “Chris Skelton and I started out small 30 years ago 
building decks and sheds. We focused on creating great relationships 
with our clients and we grew slowly; we only take on projects that we can 
completely commit to. Some of the relationships we’ve made with clients 
and trades people have lasted for 25 years, and we hope they continue for 
another 25.”

With their second ski season in the new house underway, Carol and 
James have nothing but accolades for Andrew Porter and the team he 
brought in to build their weekend ski retreat.  OH

SOURCE GUIDE

Baymount Plumbing, Di Pietra Design Counter Tops, The 

Flooring Place Inc., Hackstone Landscapes, Huronia Alarms, 

Ferraro Painting & Restorations Inc., Georgian Stair Company 

Inc., Havens Home Building Centre, Northland Custom 

Hardwood Flooring Inc., Paperwhite Flowers, Pete Muller of 

Pete’s Metal Works, Kim and Kathy Hall of Pinetiques, Porter 

Skelton & Associates, Fred Reithmeier, Rigney Electric, Rossco 

Stone Design. 

TOP: When the old 
farmhouse came 
down, Porter Skelton 
recycled as much of the 
house as they could, 
donating cupboards, 
fixtures, hardware 
and the like to the 
Habitat for Humanity 
Restore. ABOVE: After 
drawing up a wish list 
for Chris Skelton, and 
discussing the family’s 
vision and budget, the 
Port-Malones put their 
trust in the Porter 
Skelton team. They are 
over the moon with the 
final product. LEFT: The 
three Port-Malone boys 
relax in their downstairs 
family games room after 
a day on the slopes at 
Devil’s Glen.

www.kaonfurniture.ca 
kaonfurniture@gmail.com
1-800-693-2233
7446 County Rd. 91, Stayner, ON.

ELEVATE YOUR GUESTS 
TO NEW HEIGHTS. 

Sleep your guests in style and comfort with one 
of our hand-crafted bunkbeds. Available in 
various styles, colours, and sizes from twin 

over twin to queen over queen.

(705) 445•3706  |  FerrisTrucking.ca

Excavating • Earthmoving • Grading • Basements • Ponds • Trenching
Septic Systems (all types) • Ecoflo® and Waterloo Bio-Filter Systems

Consulting & Designing • Top Soil, Sand & Gravel • Shoreline Dredging

Septic System Install

Serving Southern Georgian Bay since 1967

Quality, Efficiency & Reliability

SPECIALIZING IN
• Concrete Overlays • Acid Staining  

• Repairs & Restoration
• Epoxy & Urethane Coatings  

• Concrete Cleaning & Re-Sealing • Indoor & Outdoor

concretefx.ca       info@concretefx.ca
226.668.7133

“That’s concrete?
 Impressive!”
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